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K.  Haviland,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Stroudsburg. 
He  participated  in  various  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes, and  after  the  battle  of  Xorth  Anna  River, 
on  May  23,  1864,  in  which  lie  lost  a finger  of  his 
left  hand,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Annapo- 
lis, Md.,  at  the  close  of  the  struggle,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1865,  he  returned  from  the  field  to  his  home 
in  Delaware  township,  where  he  resumed  farming, 
but  his  health  was  so  seriously  impaired  that  he 
never  recovered.  On  December  26,  1871,  Mr.  Lay-  i 
ton  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Delaware  township,  I 
with  Miss  Sarah  S.  Titman,  daughter  of  Jacob  F.  | 
and  Barbara  Titman.  They  had  no  children.  Mr. 
Layton  was  a well-known  leader  in  public  circles 
in  Delaware  township,  held  a number  of  important 
positions  here,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  was 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Delaware  cemetery,  and  his  taking  away  was  re- 
garded as  a loss  to  the  entire  community  with  whose 
interests  he  had  so  long  been  closely  identified.  His 
widow  made  her  home  on  the  farm  until  1891.  since 
when  she  has  lived  in  Dingmans  Ferry  with  her 
mother.  Socially  Mr.  Layton  was  an  active  member 
of  Col.  John  Xyce  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Milford. 

r>.  F.  GILL  is  the  owner  of  the  Vest  Branch 
Iron  Works,  of  Seelvville,  Texas  township,  which 
ranks  among  the  most  important  industries  of 
Wayne  county,  giving  emolovment  as  it  does  to  a 
large  number  of  men.  and  he  stands  high  in  com- 
mercial circles  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  enjoy- 
ing also  a wide  reputation  for  mechanical  skill  a'nd  as 
an  inventor  of  no  ordinarv  ability.  Mr.  Gill  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Wayne  county,  more  es- 
pecially as  he  is  a native  of  the  town  where  his  suc- 
cess has  been  made,  having  been  born  in  Seelyville 
in  1847.  son  of  John  H.  and  Hannah  ( Courtwright) 
Gill,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  ear'v  manu- 
facturers of  this  region  and  the  first  mill  builder 
in  Wayne  county. 

John  H.  Gill  was  born  in  1807  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  where  he  passed  his  early  life.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age.  his  parents  beiim  dead  and  he 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  he  decided  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  Xew  World  and  emicrated  to  the 
United  States,  his  first  location  in  this  country  being 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  For  a number  of  years 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  machin- 
ery at  Xew  Hope,  Penn.,  on  the  Delaware  river, 
doing  quite  an  extensive  business  in  that  line,  and 
later  he  built  a foundry  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  also  on 
the  Delaware,  which  he  conducted  for  several  years. 
In  1840  ne  settled  in  Vavne  a untv,  Penn.,  erecting 
a foundry  at  Seelyville  in  Texas  township,  where  he 
turned  out  all  kinds  of  machinery,  making  a special-  j 
tv.  however,  of  castings  for  saw  tfnd  grist  mill  i 
machinerv.  In  1844  he  purchased  extensive  tracts 
of  land  of  R.  L.  Seely  and  put  up  a new  foundry, 
this  being  the  land  on  which  the  large  plant  now  j 
operated  by  his  son  stands,  and  here  he  continued 
in  business  for  the  remajndur'ot  his  days,  his  death  1 


occurring  in  1883.  Mr.  Gill’s  life  was  an  eventful 
and  successful  one,  and  he  was  considered  one  of 
the  leading  mechanics  of  this  section  in  his  day,  be- 
ing a practical  workman  as  well  as  manufacturer. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  his  line  in  Wayne 
county,  but  with  that  spirit  of  energy  and  determina- 
tion so  necessary  to  success  in  any  new  field  he 
carried  his  enterprises  through  safely  and  succeeded 
in  establishing  a business  which  has  proved  more 
and  more  profitable  as  the  years  go  by,  and  which 
under  .the  able  management  of  his  voungest  son  and 
successor  has  now'  assumed  large  proportions. 

While  at  Xew  Hope,  Penn.,  Mr.  Gill  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah  Courtwright.  of  Xew  Jersey, 
who  shared  with  him  all  the  trials  and  successes 
in  their  long  married  life,  dying  one  vear  after  he 
passed  away.  Xine  children  blessed  their  union, 
of  whom  we  have  ttie  following  record : ( 1 ) 

Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  Xew  Terse}',  became 
the  wife  of  George  Ingling.  of  Seelyville.  whence 
they  removed  to  Canada,  Mr.  Ingling  owning  a 
woolen  mill  there  which  he  operated  until  his  death. 
She  died  some  years  later,  leaving  four  children. 
(2)  Sarah  married  a Mr.  Churchill,  of  Seelyville, 
where  she  died,  leaving  one  son,  Eugene,  who  is 
now  a resident  of  Kansas : she  was  burned  to  death, 
the  accident  being  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
lamp.  (3)  Fanny  was  born  in  Seelyville.  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated,  receiving  a good 
school  training.  She  was  a teacher  in  the  public 
schools  for  a number  of  years  previous  to  her 
marriage  with  George  Cutler,  of  Canada,  where  she 
subsequently  resided  until  her  death.  She  left  one 
son.  Harry,  a printer  bv  trade,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Manitoba.  ( 4)  Alexander,  born  in  Seelyville.  is 
now  the  wife  Hugh  Mills,  of  Scranton.  Penn.  They 
have  no  children.  (5)  Alexander  was  born  in  Xew 
Tersev  and  grew  to  maturity  in  Seelyville.  where 
he  learned  the  molding  trade  under  his  father.  After 
his  marriage  he  resided  in  Wilkes  Barre.  Penn., 
where  he  died  some  years  ago.  Four  children  sur- 
vive him.  (6)  Morris  was  born  in  Xew  Jersey. 
When  a voting  man  he  commenced  boating  on  the 
Erie  canal  in  Xew  York  State,  where  he  married 
and  still  resides,  his  home  being  in  Syracuse.  He 
has  one  son.  Morris,  who  works  with  his  father. 
( 7)  John,  born  in  Wavne  county,  learned  the  mold- 
ing trade  under  his  father  in  the  shoos  at  Seely- 
ville. He  married  a Xew  York  ladv.  and  thev  had 
two  children.  Margaret  and  John,  the  latter  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton,  renn.  (8)  George  was  horn  in 
Seelvville  and  grew  to  manhood  there.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army 
with  a Xew  Tersev  regiment,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
struggle  returned  to  his  home  in  Wavne  county, 
where  he  died  in  1882.  He  never  married.  I o')  B. 
F.  Gill,  the  vc  uugest  of  this  interesting  family,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  The 
homestead  was  near  Seelyville.  on  the  same  ground 
as  the  p:ant  run  by  the  father. 

B.  (•'.  (fill  received  a srood  common-school  edu- 
cation at  Seelvville,  and  here  lie  has  passed  his  entire 
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life,  commencing  work  in  his  father's  foundry  at 
an  early  age  and  acquiring  a thorough  practical 
knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the  business.  After 
his  father's  decease  he  bought  the  interest  of  the 
other  members  of  the  family  in  the  foundry  and 
shoos,  which  he  has  since  operated  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  he  has  proved  a worthy  successor  to  his 
enterprising  father,  for  it  is  safe  to  say  there  is  not 
another  plant  of  the  kind  in  Wayne  county  which 
has  a more  progressive  or  up-to-date  man  at  its 
head.  In  1890  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  entire 
establishment,  but  he  rebuilt  the  same  year  on  a 
larger  and  more  improved  scale,  equipping  his  new 
shops  with  what  is  known  as  the  Manilla  Trans- 
mission Power.  The  works  are  located  on  high 
ground,  the  elevation  from  the  river  being  sixty- 
five  feet,  and  the  power  is  transmitted  from  the  west 
branch  of  the  Lackawaxen  creek,  1,000  feet  of  .Man- 
illa belting  being  required  to  run  the  machinery.  This 
is  one  of  the  finest  transmission  plants  in  the  State, 
and  the  only  one  in  Wayne  county,  and,  thus 
equipped  through  the  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity 
of  the  proprietor,  is  run  with  less  expense  than  most 
works  of  the  same  size.  Ail  kinds  of  implements  are 
manufactured,  stoves,  plows,  cultivators,  corn  shelt- 
ers, cutting  boxes,  hay  racks,  mangers,  feed  rollers, 
water  motors,  gearing,  water  wheels,  mill  works, 
road  scrapers,  hog  troughs,  etc.,  and  in  addition 
they  do  a large  business  in  general  repairing  and  ma- 
chine jobbing  work.  Mr.  Gill  has,  by  satisfactory 
and  thorough  work,  acquired  a large  patronage,  and 
it  has  continued  to  grow  and  prosper,  taking  place 
among  the  thriving  and  important  manufactories  of 
Wayne  county  and  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
Mr.  Gill  is  favorably  known  among  his  .business  as- 
sociates as  a man  worthy  their  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  one  who  can  be  relied  upon  for  strict 
integrity  in  all  his  dealings.  Broad  and  liberal  in 
all  his  views,  he  is  popular  also  among  his  fellow 
citizens  everywhere,  but  he  has  not  been  particularly 
active  in  public  life,  his  business  affairs  absorbing 
all  his  time  and  attention.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
school  director  in  his  township. 

In  May.  1865,  Mr.  Gill  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Louisa  Mattese,  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
who  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  this  country  when  young.  The 
family  first  located  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
later  removing  to  Hawley,  where  her  mother  still  re- 
sides. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill  settled  at  Seelyville,  and 
there  she  passed  away  in  1881.  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  ( 1 ) Edward  Gill  was  born  and  reared  in 
Seelyville,  learned  the  molding  business  in  his  fa- 
ther’s establishment,  and  at  present  resides  at  Han- 
cock, where  he  has  charge  of  molding  shops.  He 
married  a Miss  Bisscl,  of  Seelyville:  they  have  no 
children.  ( 2)  Fredward  C.  Giil  was  horn  in  Seely- 
ville and  grew  to  manhood  there,  receiving  a good 
education  in  the  public  schools.  When  a young  man 
he  entered  his  father's  machine  shops,  where  he 
learned  the  business  thoroughly,  supplementing  his 
experience  here  by  working  in  the  locomotive  shops 


I at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  became  a finished  r 
| chanic.  For  the  four  years  following  he  wasempk  ; 
i at  Stroudsburg,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  mack 
j erv  department  of  the  J.  C.  Kyle  & Co.  s silk  mills, 
j 1897  returning  to  \\  ayne  county  and  locating 
Honesdale,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  k 
a number  of  years  he  has  been  experimenting  o • 
stantlv  with  electrical  motor  devices  of  ail  kinds,  a: 
he  is  the  inventor  of  an  electric  motor  for  machiner 
private  power  for  all  kinds  of  light  machinery — sec 
ing  machines,  etc. — and  other  useful  appliances.  H 
is  at  present  engaged  in  electrical  and  mechanic; 
work,  and  is  experimenting  and  working  on  electr 
cal  motor  power.  Mr.  Gill  is  a talented  musicia: 
one  of  the  leaders  in  musical  circles  in  Honesdale 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  band,  concert  and  or 
chestra  work  in  that  place.  Fraternally  he  is  a' mem- 
ber of  the  Red  Men.  uniting  with  Sagymon  Tribe 
Xo.  325,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  In  1890  he  married 
Miss  Luetta  Silsby,  of  Honesdale.  who  is  a daughter 
of  F.  and  Rebecca  Silsby.  and  they  have  one  son. 
Xiles.  (3)  John  H.  Gill  was  born  and  educated  in 
Sccly\  ille,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  Having 
earlv  evinced  a talent  for  music,  he  was  given  every 
opportunity  for  instruction  in  that  art.  and  he  is  a 
fine  performer  and  composer.  For  the  past  three 
years  he  has  been  engaged  by  Walter  L.  Main  as 
director.  He  makes  his  home  at  Circleville.  Ohio, 
and  is  married  to  a Miss  Beltzer.  of  that  city:  they 
have  no  children.  (4)  David  \Y.  Gill,  the  youngest 
son,  is  unmarried  and  is  still  under  the  parental  roof. 
He.- too,  has  more  than  ordinary  musical  ability,  and 
has  received  a fine  musical  education,  for  several 
years  being  under  his  brother's  instruction,  and  sub- 
sequently traveling  for  some  time  with  W alter  L. 
Main,  the  last  season  making  a tour  of  the  Pacific 
coast  and  Canada.  In  January,  1884.  the  father 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Bun- 
nell, who  was  born  in  Cherry  Ridge,  this  countv.  and 
is  a daughter  of  Samuel  Bartram,  of  Cherry  Ridge. 
The  entire  family  are  connected,  religiottslv.  with 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Gill  is  a Democrat  in  po- 
litical preference. 

GEORGE  D.  BERGSTRESER.  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  capacity,  owns  and  operates 
the  old  homestead  in  Lehman  township.  Pike  coun- 
tv, where  he  was  born  July  31,  1844.  He  is  now  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness, 
admired  and  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
and  enjoying,  as  he  deserves,  a generous  portion  of 
this  world’s  goods. 

Our  subject's  parents.  John  and  Mary  A. 
( Bensiey)  Bergstreser.  were  natives  of  Bucks  and 
Pike  counties,  Penn.,  respectively.  In  1832  the  fa- 
ther came  to  Pike  county  with  his  parents.  John  and 
Barbara  Bergstreser.  also  natives  of  Bucks  county. 
The  grandfather  purchased  two  large  farms  in  Leh- 
man township,  and  there  spent  his  remaining  years, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  children  were 
Xancv,  wife  of  G.  Bunnell:  Aaron,  who  married 
I Elizabeth  Benslev  : Jesse,  who  married  Levera  \\  est : 
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and  John,  father  of  our  subject.  The  last  named 
continued  to  make  his  home  in  Lehman  township 
until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Milford,  and  in 
1883  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Dingmans  Ferry, 
where  he  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
He  followed  farming  until  1883.  when  he  laid  aside 
all  business  cares  and  lived  retired  untl  his  death. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
served  as  collector  for  Lehman  township  for  a time. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  a Presbyterian,  as  was  also 
his  wife,  who  made  her  home  with  our  subject  from 
1897  until  she  too  was  called  away,  in  January,  i8q8, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  She  was  laid  to 
rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Delaware  ceme- 
tery. To  this  worthy  couple  wrere  born  five  children, 
namely:  Milton,  now  a resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
George  D.,  our  subject;  Ella,  wife  of  Chandler 
Lewis,  .who  is  conducting  a boarding-house  at 
Winnebago.  111.;  Susan,  wife  of  John  Prescot,  a 
plumber  of  Matamoras,  Penn.;  and  John  D.,  who 
married  Mrs.  Josephine  Dingman,  and  is  employed 
at  the  “Schanno  Hotel,”  at  Dingman.  Pike  county. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  George  D.  Bergstres- 
er  were  passed  upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life  with  the  exception  of  two 
vears  when  engaged  in  farming  in  Sussex  county. 
N.  J.,  whither  he  removed  in  1874.  He  was  married 
in  Lehman  township,  in  February,  1871.  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Van  Gorden.  a native  of  the  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Moses  W.  and  Julia  (Collins)  Van 
Gorden,  who  are  represented  elsewhere.  Twelve 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union : Ella,  Frank, 
George,  Flora,  Bertha,  Van  Allen,  Kate,  Harry, 
Anna,  Lula,  Clyde  and  Henry.  Frank,  Flora,  Van 
Allen.  Harry  and  Lula  all  died  of  diphtheria.  The 
others  are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Bergstreser  has  ever  taken  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  for 
fifteen  years  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director. 
He  was  also  fish  warden  for  one  year,  but  resigned 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  has  never  aspired  to  po- 
litical honors.  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republi- 
can partv.  and  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  his  community. 

WILHELM  SCHMIDT.  Our  German-born 
citizens  are  among  the  strongest  upholders  of  true 
American  principles,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a prominent  resident  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna 
countv,  showed  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
bv  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  only  nine  months 
after  his  arrival  in  this  country.  His  gallant  service 
entitled  him  to  recognition  as  a citizen,  and  he  has 
never  been  requested  to  take  out  naturalization 
papers,  although  he  is  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party  in  bis  locality. 

Mr.  Schmidt  was  born  March  20,  1834.  in  Som- 
mcrfeld,  Prussia,  a son  of  Traugott  and  Louisa 
(Krlimpclt ) Schmidt,  natives  and  life-long  residents 
of  that  place.  < hir  subject  received  an  excellent 
education  in  his  native  land,  and  from  nine  to  four- 


teen years  of  age  he  attended  a military  academy 
there.  On  leaving  school  he  learned  the  baker's 
trade,  and  in  1859  he  emigrated  to  Canada,  being  the 
only  member  of  his  family  to  leave  the  Fatherland. 
In  the  spring  of  i860  he  came  to  Xew  York,  and 
there  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when,  in  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
8th  New  York  Volunteers,  for  two  years;  lie  was  in 
the  first  and  second  battles  of  Bull  Run  ( between 
these  two  battles  he  was  taken  sick,  and  confined  to 
hospital),  and  later  engaged  in  the  campaigns  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  along  the  Rappahannock 
and  Acqua  Creek.  He  then  returned  to  camp  and  was 
honorably  discharged  in  May.  1863.  On  his  return 
to  New  York  he  followed  his  trade  for  five  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Pittston.  Penn.,  and  engaged  in 
business  independently  as  a baker.  While  there  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Sophia  Kingsley,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Bavaria,  coming  to  this  country 
with,  her  mother,  and  locating  • (.first)  . at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  (later)  at  Pittston.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Schmidt  bought  a farm  at  Cascade,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  removal  to  Lanesboro, 
where  he  purchased  real  estate  and  built  a home 
and  bakery.  He  has  been  successful  in  business, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  town.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  Post  No. 
81,  G.  A.  R.,  and  at  one  time  he  was  a member  of 
the  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  with  which  he  united 
in  boyhood,  and  their  children  have  been  reared  in 
that  faith.  Of  his  four  children:  (1)  Minnie  was 
born  in  New  York  State  January  7,  1875.  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  New  York  and  Lanesboro. 
She  married  Jacob  Rendorff.  of  Lanesboro,  a stone 
cutter  by  trade.  ( 2)  Emma,  born  near  Scranton, 
October  13,  1876,  was  educated  in  Scranton  and 
Lanesboro,  and  married  Frank  Card,  a blacksmith 
at  Great  Bend  : they  have  one  daughter,  Baby  Card. 
(3)  Charles  N..  born  in  Cascade.  X.  Y..  October  13. 
1879,  was  a student  of  the  Lanesboro  schools,  and 
now  follows  the  baker's  trade.  ( 4 ) Herman,  born 
a*'  Cascade.  X.  Y.,  November  1,  1882.  attended 
school  at  Lanesboro. 

DAVID  D.  GAGER,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  farmers  of  W ayne  county,  residing 
in  Lebanon  township,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
here  March  2.  582.6.  a son  of  Horace  and  Millie 
(lb  lgate  ) Gager,  the  former  also  a native  of  W ayne 
county,  tlie  latter  of  England.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, David  Gager,  was  horn  in  Connecticut,  and 
was  one  of  the  defenders  of  his  country  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

Our  subject's  father  developed  a good  farm  on 
the  turnpike  in  Lebanon,  making  manv  excellent 
improvements  upoii  his  place,  including  the  erection 
of  a comfortable  residence  and  good  barns.  He 
was  quite  active  and  influential  in  public  affairs  in 
the  county,  was  widely  and  favorably  known,  was  a 
recognized  leader  in  the  local  Democratic  organi- 
zation. and  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  a member 
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of  the  school  board  and  as  supervisor  of  Lebanon  . 
township.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  j 
but  his  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy — ! 
making  her  home  in  Forest  City,  Penn.  In  the  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  thirteen  children,  as  ! 
follows:  Herbert,  a resident  of  Rilevville,  Wayne 
county ; Benjamin,  of  Cold  Spring,  Lebanon  town-  j 
ship;  Dorephas,  of  Forest  City;  David  D.,  the  sub-  1 
ject  of  this  review;  Carrie,  wife  of  Isaac  Rutridge,  ! 
of  Damascus  township.  Wayne  county ; Lillian,  a 
teacher,  who  married  Clarence  Hopkins,  of  Rilev- 
vile  ; Frederick,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Bertha,  wife  of  J.  A.  Rutridge,  of  Damascus  town- 
ship; Lida,  wife  of  Warren  Douglass,  of  Lebanon 
township;  May.  wife  of  Wesley  Rutridge,  of  Damas- 
cus township;  Vernie,  wife  of  William  Gummoe,  of 
Forest  City ; and  one  daughter  and  one  son  who  are 
deceased.  Reared  on  the  home  farm,  David  D. 
Gager  early  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  farm  work.  He  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  for  his  educational  privileges, 
Since  a lad  of  fifteen  years  he  has  engaged  in  lum- 
bering in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
on  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twentv-three.  he  lo-  I 
cated  on  a tract  of  wild  timber  land,  being  the  first  j 
settler  in  that  section  of  Lebanon  township.  In  or- 
der to  dig  a cellar  for  his  house  he  was  first  obliged 
to  remove  the  Beech  stumps  from  the  site : but  now 
on  all  sides  are  seen  waving  fields  of  grain  which 
bear  evidence  of  the  industry,  enterprise  and  perse- 
verance of  the  owner.  The  farm  comprises  135 
acres,  and  besides  the  good  barns  and  other  buildings 
upon  the  place  there  is  a comfortab'e  residence,  erect- 
ed on  a natural  building  site  with  picturesque  sur- 
roundings. 

Mr.  Gager  was  married,  October  2,  1879,  to 
Miss  Mary  Atkins,  of  Lebanon  township,  a woman 
of  refinement  and  education,  and  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Cornelia  Atkins,  of  Rilevville.  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Five  children  grace  this  union,  namelv:  Loren 
B.,  Russel  H.,  Ivy  L.,  Judson  L.  and  William  A. 
The  parents  are  worthy  members  of  the  Presbv- 
ter’an  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Gager  is  now  serving 
as  elder,  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.  He  is  firm  in  his  convictions  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  being  a strong  Temperance  man,  he 
gives  his  unwavering  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Prohibition  party.  His  word  is  con- 
sidered as  good  as  bis  bond,  and  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances  he  has  been  found  true  and 
faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his 
straightforward,  honorable  course  has  commanded 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

WORDEN  C.  ROCKWELL.  The  same  spirit  | 
which  in  his  father  and  grandfather  helped  to  clear 
up  from  the  wilderness  homes  in  Susquehanna  i 
county  has  been  of  invaluable  service  to  the  subject  j 
of  tins  sketch.  He  has  been  a man  of  unusual  ac-  1 
tivity,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best-known  and  most 
successful  residents  of  Lathrop  township.  Susque- 
hanna county.  Prior  to  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  i 


went  to  sea,  and  was  also  engaged  in  lumbering. 
During  the  great  struggle  for  National  existence 
he  gave  four  years  of  his  life  to  the  cause,  and  par- 
ticipated in  some  of  the  hard-fought  battles  of  that 
memorable  conflict.  He  has  since  settled  down  in 
Lathrop  township,  and  become  one  of  its  most  en- 
terprising and  successful  farmers. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  August  21,  1833,  a son  of 
Hiram  and  Rebecca  Rockwell,  and  a grandson  of 
William  Rockwell,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  in 
advanced  life  migrated  with  his-  sons  to  Susque- 
hanna county  and  settled  in  Lathrop  township, 
there  passing  the  remainder  of  his  life;  he  sur- 
vived to  the  good  old  age 'of  eighty-two  years  and 
five  months.  Pliram  Rockwell,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Connecticut  in  July,  1804.  and 
when  a boy  came  with  his  father  to  Franklin  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  there  grew  to  man- 
hood ail'd  married  Rebecca  Merritt,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1808,  daughter  of  William  and 

— (Northrup)  Merritt,  and  died  January  9.  1878, 

aged  sixty-nine  years.  To  Fliram  and  Rebecca 
Rockwell  were  born  the  following  children : Re- 
becca Jane,  who  married  Jedediah  Stafford,  of  La- 
throp township,  and  is  now  deceased:  Harriet,  who 
married  A.  Blowers,  of  New  York  City,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Hiram,  a resident  of  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  countv ; Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  Worden  C.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Mary,  wife  of  Chester  Wright,  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Lydia,  wife  of  A.  Wessels ; Almira, 
widow  of  Abijah  Wilmarth.  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county ; Joseph,  who  enlisted  in  the 
6th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  killed  at 
Spottsvlvania  Court  House  May  9.  1864;  Carrena, 
wife  of  Peter  Eckerson,  of  Merrill,  Iowa.  In  1838 
the  father  bought  106  acres  of  unimproved  land  in 
Lathrop  township,  and  devoted  the  balance  of  his 
life  to  making  it  a well-improved  home.  He  cleared 
about  forty  acres  of  the  land,  and  throughout  his 
life  was  an  industrious  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer 
of  the  township.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican. He  died  May  1,  1888.  aged  eighty-three 
years,  nine  months  and  twentv-one  days. 

Worden  C.  Rockwell,  our  subject,  was  five 
years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  the  wilderness 
home  in  Lathrop  township  bv  bis  parents.  He  re- 
ceived only  a common-school  education,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  began  to  work  out  among 
the  neighboring  farmers.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five, 
in  1858,  he  was  married  in  Lathrop  township  to 
Miss  Betsey  Williams,  who  was  born  January  11, 
1835.  daughter  of  James  F.  M.  and  Lodema 
Williams,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  M.  Will- 
iams, of  Brooklyn,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.  F.  M. 
Williams  was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in  1880.  In 
182(1  he  married  Lodema  Downing,  also  a native 
of  Brooklyn.  Conn.,  born  in  1799,  and  died  in  1875; 
she  was  a daughter  of  James  Downing.  They  lived 
at  Lawrence.  X.  \ .,  and  other  places  for  a few  years, 
and  in  1834  came  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susque- 
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lianna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  remained  through  life. 
Their  children  were  Seymour  ( 1828-1881 ),  for  many 
vears  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago ; 
Phoebe,  who  married  Lyman  Saunders,  a farmer  of 
Lathrop  township;  Betsey,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Dyer,  a farmer  of  Lathrop. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  named  children:  Charles  R.,  a farmer  of 
Lathrop  township,  married  Susie  Parmatier,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Claude,  Maude  and 
Blanche;  Leo  V.  died  in  infancy,  while  his  father 
was  in  the  army ; Fanny  R.  died  January  27,  1899 ; 
Joseph  S.,  of  Lathrop  township,  married  Mary 
W ade,  and  lives  on  part  of  the  old  home  ; Benjamin, 
of  Nicholson,  married  Eva  Penny,  and  has  one  child, 
Melvin  : Jay  is  at  home ; Alvia  E.  is  attending  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ada,  Ohio ; Mark,  formerly 
a student  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Ada,  Ohio,  is 
now  studying  law. 

For  three  years  in  his  earlv  life  Air.  Rockwell 
served  on  a merchant  ship,  visiting  the  West  Indies 
and  coast  cities.  He  was  engaged  in  lumbering 
at  intervals  during  the  twelve  years  he  spent  at 
Waymart,  Wayne  county.  On  September  6.  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  V.,  Captain 
Dimock,  and  served  to  the  close  of  tire  war.  The 
command  was  in  about  thirty-six'  regular  engage- 
ments, besides  skirmishes,  etc.,  and  Air.  Rockwell 
was  on  duty  all  the  time  with  the  exception  of  the. 
two  months  he  spent  in  hospital  after  he  was  wound- 
ed  at  Hatcher’s  Run.  During  his  service  he  marched 
over  sixteen  thousand  miles,  and  was  present  at 
Port  Royal,  November  7,  1861  ; Beaufort,  S.  C., 
December  6,  1861  ; Second  Bull  Run,  August  27, 
1862:  Chantilly,  September  1,  1862;  South  Alount- 
ain,  September  14,  1862;  Antietam,  September  17, 
1862:  Fredericksburg,  December  11-12,  1862;  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863;  Jackson,  Aliss  , July 
io-ii,  1863;  the  Wilderness,  May  6,  1864;  Spolt- 
sylvania;  Hatcher’s  Run;  the  engagements  around 
Petersburg;  and  many  others.  On  April  3,  1865,  he 
captured  sixty-five  Rebels  in  the  round-house  and 
handed  them  over  to  Sergeant  Brundage.  He  took 
part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  and  was 
mustered  out  August  5.  1865. 

After  the  war  Air.  Rockwell  returned  to  his 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Lathrop  and  resumed  his 
agricultural  life.  He  has  since  added  largely  to  his 
possessions,  and  now  owns  a fine  home  place  of 
320  acres,  about  200  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
and  our  subject  has  himself  cleared  much  of  the 
land,  which  is  adorned  witli  fine  buildings  and  im- 
proved in  many  ways.  He  also  owns  land  in  other 
parts  of  the  county,  and  ranks  among  the  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  locality.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  has  engaged  largeh*  in  dairying 
and  stock  raising.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. Socially  lie  is  a member  of  Billings  Post 
No.  392,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Nicholson,  and  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  Grand  Army  matters,  attending  all  the 
encampments:  in  1807,  at  Buffalo,  lie  was  on  the 
commander's  staff.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Patrons 


of  Husbandry,  holding  membership  in  Union 
Grange,  of  which  he  is  the  present  treasurer. 

Air.  Rockwell  was  shipwrecked  on  four  dif- 
ferent occasions,  among  which  we  have  mention  of 
the  following:  Wreck  of  the  "Joseph  P.  Case,’’  of 
New  York;  wreck  of  the  “William  S.  Brown” 
packet,' of  New  York,  which  was  dashed  to  pieces, 
and  our  subject  had  to  remain  on  Long  Island,  West 
Indies,  twenty-one  days ; wreck  of  the  English 
schooner  "Rover,”  after  which,  after  many  other 
adventures,  Air.  Rockwell  reached  South  Carolina; 
threatened  foundering  near  Cape  Hatteras  of  the 
"Winfield  Scott"  with  1,500  souls  on  board  (she 
sprung  a leak,  and  everything  that  was  loose  about 
the  vessel  was  thrown  overboard  in  order  to  save 
her). 

RALPH  G.  ABBEY,  a representative  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty has  spent  his  entire  life  there,  his  birth  occurring 
January  11,  1837,  on  the  old  Abbey  homestead. 

Air.  Abbey's  parents,  Anson  and  Clarissa  (Tay- 
lor) Abbey,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Con- 
necticut, the  father  being  a native  of  Portland,  the 
mother  of  South  Glastonbury,  just  across  the  line. 
They  continued  to  reside  in  their  native  State  until 
1833.  which  year  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  Co..  Penn.  Here  the 'father,  who 
was  a farmer,  purchased  a tract  of  eighty  acres,  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  energies  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  there  in  December,  1865,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  While  in  Connecticut  he  was 
drum  major  of  a private  company.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1802.  passed  away  in  December, 
1894.  and  was  laid  to  rest  bv  his  side  in  the 
Salem  township  cemeterv : she  held  membership  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  were  Henry, 
who  is  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  sketch  of  his  son 
Frederick  A.  Abbev,  elsewhere:  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried Edwin  Bell,  and  both  are  now  deceased  : Hancv, 
who  married  James  R.  Dayton,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased ; Julia,  deceased  wife  of  Andrew  Soangen- 
berg.  a retired  shoemaker  and  farmer  of  Hollister- 
ville,  Wayne  county:  David,  now  deceased,  who 
married  Lucina  Andrews,  now  a resident  of  Salem 
township;  Russel  P..  a merchant  of  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.,  who  first  married  Jennie  Shepnard.  and  after 
her  death  Elizabeth  Burns:  Ralph  G..‘  the  subject 
of  this  sketch : Victoria  A".,  deceased  : Anna  AL.  who 
first  married  Wiliam  Tames,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
a ATr.  Allen,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis. : and  Lucy,  who 
first  married  Georce  W.  Wa’ker.  and  after  his 
death  wedded  Jerome  T.  Stocker,  a farmer  and  mer- 
chant of  Salem  township. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject. 
Asaph  and  Ruth  (Hollister)  Abbey,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut, where  he  died,  but  her  death  occurred  in 
Ohio.  Thev  had  ihirteen  children,  of  whom  Anson 
was  the  eldest.  ATr.  and  Mrs.  Asaph  Abbey  lived 
and  kept  hotel  in  Portland,  where  he  was  a prom- 
inent citizen. and  he  was  a deacon  in  the Presbvterian 
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Church.  He  was  the  thirteenth  in  a family  of  twen- 
ty-five children, his  parents  having  both  been  married 
twice.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents  were 
David  and  Rachel  (Andrews)  Taylor.  The  families 
were  near  neighbors. 

Ralph  G.  Abbey  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on 
the  home  farm,  and  after  reaching  man's  estate  con- 
tinued to  reside  there,  caring  for  his  mother  until 
her  death.  In  addition  to  proving  for  her.  he  paid 
her  each  year  $125.  He  operated  the  old  home  farm 
until  June,  1891,  when  he  removed  to  the  Osgood 
homestead,  in  the  same  township,  comprising  130 
acres  of  rich  and  productive  land.  He  is  a pro- 
gressive and  energetic  farmer,  who  thoroughly  un- 
derstands his  chosen  calling,  and  has  met  with  well- 
merited  success  financially. 

At  Madisonville,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna) 
Co.,  Penn.,  November  30.  1862,  Air.  Abbey  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Milton  Clark,  a Christian  minister, 
to  Miss  Ruey  A.  Wilcox.  The  children  born  of 
this  union  are  as  follows:  (1)  Maud  is  the  wife  of 
S.  R.  Raymond,  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  and 
has  three  children,  Carl,  Albert  and  Helen.  (2) 
Merritt  O.,  a cabinet  maker  of  Carbondale.  Penn., 
married  Alberta  Miller,  and  has  two  children.  Iris 
and  Vera  A.  (3)  Mabel  is  at  home."  (4)  Meigs  M., 
a farmer  of  Salem  township,  married  Bessie  Har- 
wood, and  has  one  child,  Otis  II.  (5)  Manton  R., 
(6)  Morgan  H.  and  (7)  Monica  are  all  with  their 
parents. 

Mrs.  Abbey  was  born  in  Sa’em  township.  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1842.  a daughter  of  John  H.  and  Ruth  (Os- 
good) Wilcox,  also  natives  of  Wayne  county.  Her 
father  was  born  Februarv  11,  1816.  and  was  a son 
of  Hazard  and  Ann  (Hocksey)  Wilcox,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island  who  settled  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  at  an  early  dav.  The  grandfather  was  a 
farmer  hv  occupation.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife  a Miss  Lowery.  By  trade  John  H.  Wilcox  was 
a carpenter,  but  his  last  days  were  spent  in  retire- 
ment at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Elmhurst.  Penn., 
where  he  died  August  27,  1897.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  February  1,  1819,  now  finds  a pleasant  home 
with  our  subject.  She  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  to  which  her  husband 
also  belonged.  Airs.  Abbey  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Jeremiah  H., 
a resident  of  Elmhurst,  Penn.,  first  married  Dinah 
Swingle,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Hannah  AIc- 
Gargle ; Delzene  A.  and  Aldcn  are  both  deceased : 
Angelo  E.,  deceased,  married  Harriet  Nash,  who 
now  lives  in  Elmhurst. 

Airs.  Abbey's  great-great-grandfather,  Josiah 
Osgood,  of  Connecticut,  was  killed  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  her  great-grandfather,  Jeremiah 
Osgood.  Sr.,  resolved  to  avenge  his  -father's  death, 
’enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  For  three  months  he  was  held  a prisoner 
by  the  British,  and  before  his  death  he  drew  a S3.000 
pension  in  recognition  of  his  service.  He  also  se- 
cured the  present  homestead  of  our  subject,  ob- 
taining about  400  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  county  on 


a Revolutionary  claim.  He  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, September  1,  1761,  and  in  1801  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  settling  upon  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Air.  Abbey,  where  he  died  October  26,  1857;  his 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ruth  Hewitt, 
also  died  at  that  place.  She  was  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  William  Swan,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child.  By  her  union  with  Air.  Osgood  she 
had  four  children,  of  whom  Jeremiah.  Jr.,  the  eldest 
son,  was  the  grandfather  of  Airs.  Abbey.  He  was 
born  Alarch  6,  1796,  and  on  Alay  23.  1819,  married 
Diantha  Lutz,  by  whom  he  had  three  children  : Ruth, 
the  mother  of  Airs.  Abbey,  was. the  eldest.  Jeremiah 
Osgood.  Jr.,  died  September  12,  1870.  his  wife  Sep- 
tember 5.  1876.  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

During  the  Civil  war  Air.  Abbey  was  drafted, 
but  afterward  released.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  for  seven  years 
he  most  acceptably  served  as  supervisor  of  Salem 
township,  at  the  end  of  that  time  declining  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  re-election.  He  is  a man  of 
broad  and  liberal  views,  and  very  progressive  and 
public-spirited,  giving  his  support  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprises for  the  public  good.  He  is  accordingly 
numbered  among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens  of 
the  county. 

W.  A.  ROCKWELL,  one  of  the  leading  lum- 
bermen and  farmers  of  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  1852,  in  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  William  and  Lois 
A.  (Alyrick)  Rockwell,  representatives  of  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  section  from  New  York 
State. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  1818.  near 
Alontrose,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  at  Great  Bend  he  followed  shoe- 
making and  butchering  for  a number  of  years. 
While  engaged  in  the  latter  occupation  he  became 
widely  and  favorably  known  all  over  the  county  as 
a stock  buyer  and  dealer.  In  1865  he  removed  to 
Red  Rock,  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making for  four  years,  and  then  came  to  Scott  town- 
ship. Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased  a partially- 
improved  farm  of  seventv-two  acres  near  the  village 
| of  Sherman  : he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
! his  new  home,  as  he  died  on  the  29th  of  October, 
of  that  year.  His  widow  afterward  married  Hiram 
Englert,  of  Wayne  county,  but  still  continued  to  re- 
side on  the  old  homestead  with  our  subject  until  the 
latter’s  marriage.  She  is  now  a resident 'of  Sher- 
man. Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  t&ree  children. 
Alary,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Chenango  county.  X. 
Y..  and  married  Edgar  Hitchcock,  of  that  State; 
they  lived  on  her  father's  farm  until  her  death. 
Elizabeth,  born  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co,, 
Penn.,  married  Chauncv  Baker,  of  tnat  county,  and 
afterward  lived  in  fort  Jervis,  X.  A’.,  where  she 
died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Alinnie,  now  the  wife  of 
William  Kirchhoff,  of  Sherman,  Pennsvlvania. 

T11  the  graded  schools  of  Susquehanna  county, 
W.  A.  Rockwell  acquired  a good  practical  education. 
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and  upon  the  home  farm  he  became  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  agricultural  pursuits.  After  his  father's 
death  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  made  many  valuable  improvements 
upon  the  place,  including  the  erection  of  a com- 
fortable two-story  residence  and  two  barns.  He  has 
also  added  twenty-five  acres  to  the  original  tract,  and 
owns  an  adjoining  farm  on  the  west,  which  lie  rents. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  dairy  business  and  lumbering, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  prosperity. 

In  1877  Mr.  Rockwell  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  C.  Bergmiiller,  of  Sherman,  who  was  born 
in  1856  in  Harmony  (now  Brandt),  Susquehanna 
county,  daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Deretta 
(Wefferling)  Bergmnller.  They  were  natives  of 
Germany,  came  to  America  in  1S40,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  1843.  Their  first  home  in  the  United  States 
was  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  near  Catskill,  where 
they  resided  until  1852,  the  year  of  their  removal  to 
Harmony,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  sub- 
sequently settled  in  Sherman,  Wayne  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bergmiiller  had  three  children.  Henry 
William,  Louis  Carl,  and  Harriet  C.,  the  sons  born 
at  their  old  home  in  Greene  county.  The  parents 
both  died  in  1880,  the  father  May  -2.  the  mother 
August  8.  He  was  at  one  time  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Sherman,  where  he  owned  and  op- 
erated a tannery. 

Having  no  children  of  their  own.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rockwell  adopted  a boy,  William  Bergmt  Her,  whom 
they  have  reared  to  manhood.  Thev  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sherman, 
to  which  his  mother  also  belongs,  while  sociallv  Mr. 
Rockwell  is  a member  and  Past  Sachem  of  Tribe 
No.  136.  I.  O.  R.  M..  of  that  place.  Politically  he 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has  for 
twelve  years  most  acceptably  served  as  supervisor  of 
his  township,  being  re-elected  every  three  years.  He 
is  a man  of  recognized  ability,  and,  with  his  amiable 
wife,  stands  high  in  the  community  where  they  have 
so  long  made  their  home.  Those  who  know  them 
best  are  numbered  among  their  warmest  friends. 

CHARLES  WOLBERT.  Among  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Monroe 
county,  who  have  attained  success  through  their  own 
well-directed  efforts,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic  farmers 
and  stock  raisers  in  Jackson  township,  and  is  a com- 
plete master  of  the  calling  which  lie  is  following. 
His  sterling  integrity  and  honorable,  upright  man- 
hood, fully  entitle  him  to  the  postion  which  he  holds 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the  community. 

John  Wolbert,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  near  Philadelphia,,  and  when  a 
» young  man  came  with  his  parents  to  Monroe  coun- 
ty, locating  in  Hamilton  township,  where  his  fa- 
ther purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
that  township  John  Wolbert  married  Polly  Meizner, 
a native  of  the  township,  and  soon  after  his  marriage 
came  to  Jackson  township,  where  he  took  up  a tract 
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! of  500  acres  of  wild  land  which  he  commenced  to 
prepare  for  farming  purposes.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  She  died  in  1842,  aged 
sixty  years,  and  he  departed  this  life  in  1863,  at  the 
extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three.  To  them  were 
born  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Of  these,  Joseph  Wolbert,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  youngest.  He  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
December  30.  1818,  and  on  reaching  manhood  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  for  many  years.  In  the 
same  township  he  married  Elizabeth  Setzer,  who  was 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  October 
1 6.  1820.  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  ( Kerr) 
Setzer,  also  natives  of  Hamilton  township,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  people.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolbert  were  born  two  children  : Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Miller,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere; 
and  Charles,  our  subject.  The  parents  now  make 
their  home  with  their  son. 

Charles  Wolbert  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
September  q.  1841,  and  during  his  youth  received  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  began  operating  the  old  home  farm  on  his 
own  account,  and  some  years  later  purchased  the 
place.  It  comprises  176  acres,  and  elsewhere  he 
owns  twenty  acres,  making  a valuable  estate,  of 
which  sixty  acres  have  been  cleared  and  placed  under 
excellent  cultivation.  In  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing be  is  considerably  interested  in  stock  raising. 
Politically  he  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  has  served 
on  the  election  board. 

In  Jackson  township,  Mr.  Wolbert  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  A.  Boyer,  who  was 
i born  December  25,  1843,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sally  (Kerr)  Boyer,  natives  of  Jackson  township. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Joseph  1-'..  born  Tune  28,  1864, 
died  October  20,  1864;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Janu- 
ary 13.  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Gorman,  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county  : Eugene,  born  No- 
vember 6,  1868.  is  foreman  for  a bridge  1 udding 
company  at  Seattle,  Wash.;  John,  born  August  17. 
1870,  is  a resident  of  Jackson  township:  Charles  T>., 
born  February  12,  t S7  r , was  married,  but  his  wife 
died  leaving  two  children.  Jennie  May  and  Eugene 
PI.,  who  live  with  our  subject : Simon,  born  October 
29.  1872.  is  a resident  of  Jackson  township:  Daniel, 
born  March  9.  1874,  is  at  home:  Jacob,  born  De- 
cember 7,  1873,  ’s  now  in  Seattle.  Wash.:  and 
William  PI.,  born  Anril  25,  1877,  Emeline,  born 
March  20.  1879.  arid  Milton,  born  October  2.  1882, 
are  all  at  home. 

JOHN  D.  IRWIN,  a well-known  lumberman, 
farmer  and  contractor  in  stone  masonry,  residing  in 
Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability,  enterprise  and  sagac- 
ity. Although  he  is  comparatively  voting,  his  popu- 
larity is  established  on  a firm  basis — that  of  his  own 
well-tested  merit. 

Born  in  Western  Ontario,  Canada,  in  July.  t8bo. 
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Mr.  Irwin  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (McEwen) 
Irwin.  His  father  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
1819,  and  in  1831  emigrated  to  Canada  with  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Debora  Irwin,  the  family  locating  in 
Western  Ontario,  where  John  Irwin,  Sr.,  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land  which  he  and  his  sons  converted 
into  a good  farm.  Upon  that  place  he  and  his  wife 
both  died.  By  occupation  he  was  a tailor.  In  their 
family  were  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  the 
former  being  Frank,  James,  William,  Thomas, 
Henry  and  John,  all  of  whom  remained  in  Canada 
with  the  exception  of  the  father  of  our  subject. 

John  Irwin,  Jr.,  grew  to  manhood  in  Canada, 
and  received  a fair  common-school  education.  In 
1857  he  wedded  Mary  McEwen,  and  in  1865,  after 
residing  for  a few  years  in  that  country,  they 
came  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  For  ten  years 
thereafter  Mr.  Irwin  was  employed  as  foreman  hy 
Richard  Henwood,  and  then  removed  to  the  Wise 
farm  in  Lebanon  township,  where  the  following  nine 
years  were  passed.  He  then  purchased  an  improved 
farm  in  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
and  his  wife  still  continue  to  reside.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  (1)  Frank,  the  eldest,  died  in 
Canada,  during  childhood.  (2)  John  D.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth.  (3)  Margaret,  borrr  in  Canada,  in 
1862,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Honesdale,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Searle,  a prominent  at- 
torney of  that  place,  by  whom  she  has  had  three  sons, 
Jewett  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years), 
Charles  P.  and  Thurston.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Canada,  died  in  Honesdale  at  the  age  of  twentv-two 
years.  She  had  received  a fine  classical  education, 
and  was  a young  lady  of  great  promise.  (5) 
Charles  H..  born  in  Honesdale.  in  1866,  married 
Carrie  Williams,  daughter  of  William  H.  Williams, 
a pioneer  settler  of  Wavne  county,  and  they  now  re- 
side in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business. 
(6)  James  H.,  born  in  Honesdale,  in  1868.  grew  to 
manhood  upon  the  home  farm,  receiving  a fair  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  He  married  Mvra 
Kimble,  of  Oregon  township,  who  belongs  to  an 
old  and  prominent  family,  her  father  being  one  of 
the  largest  lumbermen  in  Wayne  countv.  They 
now  reside  on  the  A.  T.  Searle  farm  in  Lebanon 
township,  with  their  family  of  two  children,  Bea- 
trice and  Hazel.  (7)  Bismarck,  born  in  Honesdale, 
in  1870,  is  still  with  his  parents  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Oregon  township. 

John  D.  Irwin  obtained  a good  common-school 
education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  business  life.  FIc  was  about  five  vears 
of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Wavne 
county,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Le- 
banon township  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
and  lumbering,  which  occupations  stall  claim  a por- 
tion of  his  time.  He  was  married,  in  December,  1883, 
to  Miss  Rosie  Hiller,  of  Oregon  township,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catharine  Hiller, natives  of  Germany, 
who  became  residents  of  Wayne  county  in  1857. 
Five  children  bless  this  union,  their  names  and  dates 
of  birth  being  as  follows:  Blanch,  July,  i88f>; 


Charles,  October.  1888;  Alonzo  W.,  December.  1891  ; 
Catharine,  October,  1893  ; and  Mary,  January  9. 1895. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Irwin 
resided  on  the  Jenkins  & Weiss  farm,  in  Lebanon 
township,  in  1884.,  purchasing  ninety  acres  of  land  of 
that  firm,  to  which  he  has  added  a sixty-acre  tract  ad- 
joining, bought  of  Mr.  Greidlein.  Clearing  the  land 
of  its  timber,  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  locality.  The  large  residence  he  erected  was 
unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire  in  1892,  but  on  the 
same  foundation  he  has  since  built  a commodious 
and  beautiful  home,  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
He  has  also  erected  a large  barn,  and  made  many' 
other,  improvements  which  add  to  the  attractive  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  Having  learned  the  mason's 
trade  during  his  youth,  he  has.  in  connection  with 
his  other  business,  carried  on  operations  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder,  constructing  the  stone  arches  for 
a number  of  bridges  in  Wayne  county  and  also  in 
the  State  of  Xew  York.  As  a business  man.  he  is 
prompt,  energetic  and  reliable,  always  fulfilling  his 
part  of  every  contract.  In  his  efforts  to  secure  a 
home  and  competence  he  has  met  with  success,  and 
is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous  citi- 
zens of  the  community.  He  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  held  the  office  of  school 
director  for  one  term.  Religiously  his  parents  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  wife 
holds  connection  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

SETH  R.  WRIGHT,  a well-known  farmer 
and  manufacturer  residing  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  a descendant  of  an 
old  New  England  family. 

In  the  earlv  history  of  the  Colonies  the  \\  rights 
settled  in  Connecticut.  Seth  \\  right,  the  first  of 
whom  we  have  any  definite  knowledge,  lived  in 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  born,  and  he  died  there 
in  1775.  Llis  wife.  Lydia,  died  July,  1816.  Their 
son.  Seth  (2).  was  horn  in  1735-  and  died  in  Au- 
gust. 1822.  He  married  Miriam  \\  right,  who  died 

in  1803,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Polly . 

In  t8oo  l*e  left  his  native  State  and  sought  a new 
home  in  New  York,  where  he  died,  leaving  a large 
family.  There  were  eleven  children  by  the  first 
marriage  and  three  hy  the  second.  ( 1 ) Erastus 
was  born  in  1778.  (2)  Sally,  born  in  1779.  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Williams,  and  died  in  1828.  (3)  Lu- 

cina,  born  in  June.  17S2,  and  died  in  1842.  became 
the  wife  of  Joshua  Skiff,  and  settled  in  Alleghany 
countv,  N.  Y.  (4)  Marilla.  born  in  1784.  died  in 
1785.  (5)  Chester,  born  in  1786,  died  in  i86r. 

(Y>)  Marilla  (2),  born  in  1788.  married  Marcus 
Willard,  of  New  York,  and  died  in  i8f>t.  (7) 
Chauncey.  father  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (8)  Moses,  born  in  1793.  settled  in  Ashta- 
bula county,  ( >hio,  and  there  died  in  1876.  (o') 

Milton,  horn  in  1793.  died  in  May.  1804.  (to) 
Hcnr\  C'..  born  in  171)7.  became  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister. and  was  located  for  a number  of  years  in 
Philadelphia.  He  died  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in 
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1870.  (11)  Miles,  born  in  1800  in  Otsego  county, 

X.  Y.,  settled  in  Allegany  county,  X.  \ .,  and  died 
in  1866.  (12)  Miriam,  born  in  1806,  became  the 

wife  of  a Mr.  Gardner,  and  died  in  1869.  (13) 

Lydia,  born  in  1809,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Button,  of  Broome  county,  X.  Y.,  where  she  still 
lives.  (14)  Polly,  born  in  1811,  became  Mrs.  Xa- 
thaniel  Wells,  and  went  to  Allegany  county,  X.  Y., 
where  she  died  in  1861. 

Chauncey  Wright  was  born  in  Litchfield  county, 
Conn.,  in  1791,  and  when  quite  young  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Otsego  county,  X.  Y.,  where  he  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  became  a cloth 
dresser  by  trade,  although  he  had  learned  carpentry. 
On  coming  to  Pennsylvania  in  1815,  he  purchased 
land  in  Choconut  Valley,  and  there  erected  a home 
in  which  he  continued  to  live  until  1842,  when  he 
purchased  land  of  Brown  & Knapp,  in  Forest  Lake, 
and  in  1846  erected  a grist  mill  which  he  ran  until 
1868,  when  he  turned  the  mill  work  over  to  his  sons. 
Chester  and  Seth  R.  He  continued  to  look  after  his 
farm  until  1871,  when  he  gave  up  his  farm  to  hr 
children,  Chester,  Seth  K..  Matilda  and  Sarah  M.. 
and  he  with  his  wife  continued  to  live  on  the  home- 
stead with  his  daughters,  Matilda  and  Sarah  M., 
until  his  death.  He  died  in  1883  at  the'  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  In  June.  1816,  Mr.  Wright  wedded 
Jerusha  Rockwell,  native  of  Otsego  county,  XT.  Y., 
horn  in  1798.  daughter  of  Timothy  Rockwell,  of 
New  England.  To  their  union  came  children  as  f 
lows : ( 1 ) Chester,  born  in  Choconut  township  ir 
1818,  was  educated.in  the  district  schools,  and  taught 
one  term  of  school  at  Little  Meadows.  He  engaged 
in  business  with  his  father  as  cloth  dresser.  In  1843 
he  wedded  Julia  A.  Nickerson,  of  Forest  Lake. 
Penn.,  and  they  settled  near  the  old  homestead.  In 
1868  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  South- 
well  and  his  brother  Seth  R..  and  they  erected  a plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  cloth  which  they  conducted 
until  the  mill  burned.  Chester  Wright  passed  awa 
in  1896.  His  son  Charles  Fred  is  now  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Susquehanna,  and  member 
of  Congress  from  his  district.  (2)  Lydia,  born 
1820,  married  Philip  Peckens,  of  Susquehanna 
county.  He  became  a soldier  in  the  Union  army 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  leaving 
a widow  with  three  children,  Chauncey  W.,  now  a 
railroad  engineer  located  at  Rochester,  NT.  Y. : Cyn- 
thia M..  wife  of  Edgar  Sprout,  of  Muncy,  Penn.: 
and  Frederick  G.,  of  Rochester,  X*.  Y.  (3)  Lucina 
born  in  1823.  married  Thomas  D.  Wright,  of  Otsego 
county,  X.  A’.,  where  she  died  in  1830  leaving  one 
daughter,  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  A.  Brown 

(4)  Matilda,  born  in  1827,  died  unmarried  in  1884. 

(5)  Helen  M..  born  in  1820.  died  in  tSfir.  (6)  Seth 
R.  is  sixth  in  the  order  of  birth.  ( 7)  Sarah  M.,  born 
in  1837,  died  in  1892.  (8)  Miriam  J..  born  in  1841,  , 
married  George  A.  Guernsey,  who  first  started  a . 
bank  in  Susquehanna  and  then  moved  to  Port  Jervis, 
X'.  'S’.,  where  he  followed  banking,  later  removing  to  j 
New  York,  and  thence  to  Canton.  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.  There  he  followed  banking  until  1898,  when  ' 


he  retired,  locating  in  Winchester,  Mass.  Their 
clrildren  are:  George,  Miriam  A.,  Helen  M.,  Harry 
C.,  Benjamin  W.,  Henry  C.  and  George  R.  Chaun- 
cey Wright,  tne  father  of  this  family  was  a strong 
Abolitionist  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  with  which  he  was  prominently  identified  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years,  and  was  a very  prominent 
rnan  in  many  ways.  Both  Chauncey  Wright  and  his 
wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mrs.  Wright  passed  away  in  1892,  aged 
ninety-three  years. 

Seth  R.  Wright  was  born  in  Choconut  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  January  22,  1835,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  also  in  the  schools  of  Flamilton,  X*.  Y.  On 
reaching  man’s  estate  he  engaged  .in  fanning  until 
1868,  in  which  year  he  joined  his  brother  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cloth  and  in  milling,  continuing  until  1878, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  to  W.  A.  Southwell.  Since 
1890  our  subject  has  been  a stockholder  in  the  Forest 
I .ake  Creamery,  of  which  he  has  served  most  capably 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  really  as  manager. 

In  1864  Air.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  A.  Turrell,  of  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, a daughter  of  L.  AI.  and  Lovina  Turrell. 
prominent  residents  of  that  town.  Airs.  Wright  was 
educated  at  Kingston  ami  Alontrose,  Penn.,  and  for 
some  time  was  employed  as  a teacher  in  the  New 
Jersey  and  Susquehanna  schools.  After  marriage 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Wright  settled  on  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  but  after  his  mother's  death  they  moved 
into  the  old  home,  which  is  equipped  with  every 
modern  convenience.  To  their  union  one  son,  Le- 
man T.,  was  born  in  1S66;  he  died  in  1875. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Air.  Wright,  while 
formerly  a Republican,  is  now  a stanch  advocate  of 
and  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  continued  in  office  for  fifteen 
years,  and  he  has  held  various  town  offices.  Both  he 
j and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 

J and  Air.  Wright  belongs  to  the  Rising  Sun  Grange. 
Sociallv  both  are  very  popular,  and  their  hospitable 
home  is  always  open.  Their  kindness  to  those  in 
less  fortunate  circumstances,  and  their  uniform 
courtesy  to  those  in  all  stations  of  life,  have  en- 
deared them  to  all  who  know  them. 

WILLIAAI  WILSON1.  It  has  often  been  re- 
marked that  this  is  the  "age  of  specialties."  and 
that  any  man  who  desires  to  achieve  success  in  busi- 
ness should  select  some  new  or  unusual  line  of 
effort  rather  than  attempt  to  follow  in  the  steps  of 
the  multitude..  As  the  only  manufacturer  of  optical 
lenses  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  this  well-known 
citizen  has  brought  this  advice  to  a practical  test 
with  most  favorable  results,  and  the  history  of  Ins 
life  will  be  of  interest  to  any  ambitious  youth. 

Air.  Wilson  was  born  April  T2.  1835,  in  Shef- 
field, England,  where  his  ancestors  in  the  paternal 
line  had  their  home  for  many  years.  His  paternal 
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grandfather,  Wilson,  married  a Miss  Claten,  and 
both  belonged  to  Sheffield,  England.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Hewit,  of  Gate  Emsley,  near  Whitby, 
married  a Miss  Munster,  of  Munster  Hall,  near 
Whitby,  England. 

John  W ilson,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Sheffield,  and  for  many  years  was 
employed  there  as  a grinder  of  optical  lenses,  his 
death  occurring  in  1876.  He  was  married  in  Shef- 
field to  Miss  Mary  Hewit,  a native  of  Whitby,  Eng- 
land, who  died  in  1868.  They  had  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased  except  Isabella,  who  mar- 
ried William  Lineman,  of  Sheffield,  and  has  two 
sons,  Joseph  and  John ; and  William. 

Our  subject  received  a limited  education  in 
the  schools  of  Sheffield,  and  when  eleven  years  old 
began  the  art  of  preparing  lenses,  at  which  he  scon  | 
became  an  expert.  In  1840  he  married  Miss  Maria  j 
Hall,  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Betsey  Hall,  highly  j 
esteemed  residents  of  Sheffield.  He  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  in  a Sheffield  factory  until  1873, 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  family,  locating  ' 
first  in  Reading,  Penn.,  and  taking  the  position  as 
foreman  in  the  works  of  the  T.  A.  Wilson  Spectacle 
Co.  A year  later  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  optical  lenses  for  Spencer’s  Optical  Company, 
of  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  City.  Later  he  started 
a new  factorv  at  Katonah.  N.  Y.,  forty  miles 
from  New  York  City,  in  partnership  with  Cox  & 
Parent,  the  venture  proving  very  successful.  In  1 
1885  he  sold  his  interest  and  took  a position  as  fore-  j 
man  of  the  same  plant ; but  in  1889  he  resigned,  hav-  \ 
ing  determined  to  move  to  this  section  on  account  of 
his  wife's  failing  health.  Before  their  prepara- 
tions were  quite  completed  she  died,  and  he  brought 
her  remains  to  Stroudsburg  for  interment.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  purchased  from  William  Rafferty 
a gristmill  in  Cherry  Valley,  about  two  miles  south 
of  Stroudsburg,  for  the  grinding  of  lenses.  His  ! 
business  is  chiefly  with  wholesale  markets  in  New  I 
York  and  in  Philadelphia,  and  he  keeps  a large 
quantity  of  goods  on  hand  at  the  factory,  his  pres- 
ent stock  and  machinery  representing  an  outlay  of 
about  $5,000.  His  skilled  workmanship  has  brought 
him  a high  reputation,  and  his  enterprise  and  sound 
judgment  have  enabled  him  to  reap  fair  financial 
returns.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  respected,  being 
prominently  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  his  j 
community,  and  he  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Stroudsburg. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  does  not 
crave  official  rewards  for  his  allegiance.  In  1893 
he  married  a second  wife.  Mrs.  Rhoda  Marvin, 
daughter  of  Simon  Hill,  a well-to-do  agriculturist 
of  New  Jersev.  He  has  five  children,  all  of  whom 
were  horn  in  England  of  his  first  marriage,  and  are 
well  settled  in  life,  reflecting  credit  upon  their  par- 
ents, while  all  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  : ( 1 ) William,  a watch-spring  maker  of 

Sanford,  Conn.,  married  Miss  Emma  Clark,  of  New 
York,  and  has  two  sons,  Ernest  and  Arthur.  (2) 
John  T.  resides  in  Southbridge,  Mass.,  where  he 


owns  property.  He  married  Miss  Amelia  Sites, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  daughter.  (3) 
Enos  is  foreman  of  the  American  Optical  Co.'s 
works  at  Southbridge,  Mass.,  having  500  workmen 
in  charge.  He  married  Miss  Ida  Raymond,  of  Mt. 
Ivisco,  N.  Y.,  and  has  three  children  living:  Glad- 

ness, Ida  Belle  and  George  C.  (4)  Mary  married 
James  Waster,  an  optical  expert  residing  in  Brook- 
lyn, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eva  Mary.  (5) 
Elizabeth  married  John  E.  Bailey,  a real-estate 
agent  in  Brooklyn,  and  they  have  had  five  children: 
John.  Jennet,  William  (deceased),  Taber  and 
Eanos. 

NATHAN  SERFASS.  The'  Serfass  family 
is  entitled  to  be  permanently  associated,  not  only 
with  the  industrial  but  also  with  the  intellectual  de- 
velopment of  our  time ; and  of  those  who  bear  the 
name  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  none  more  worthy 
whose  memory  should  be  thus  preserved.  The  first 
of  this  familv  to  come  to  America  was  John  Serfass, 
a native  of  Germany,  who  came  about  the  year  1750, 
and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Polk  township.  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  purchased  large  tracts  of  land, 
which  are  still  owned  by  his  descendants.  He  mar- 
ried Susannah  Hone,  a native  of  Lehigh  county, 
Penn.,  and  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing mention  is  made : 

I.  John  married  Margaret  Kresge  Kunkel,  and 
settled  in  Polk  township.  II.  Joseph  married  Ehza 
Kunkel,  and  made  his  home  in  Polk  township.  III. 
Adam  married  Christina  Berger,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren : Aaron  married  Eliza  Hawk ; Joel  married 
Elizabeth  Hess ; Charles  married  Dosie  Barlen ; 
Ephraim  never  married;  Linford  married  (first) 
Sally  Beers,  and  (second)  Polly  Getz;  Emanuel 
married  (first)  Lucinda  Erhardt,  (second)  Sarah 
Shupp,  and  (third)  Eliza  Kleintop;  Elizabeth,  born 
June  12,  1814,  married  John  Schmale,  in  his  day  a 
well-known  agriculturist  (is  now  deceased),  and  re- 
sides at  the  Schmale  homestead  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county;  and  Fanny  married 
Aaron  Heiny.  IV.  George  married  Elizabeth 
Christman,  and  had  five  children,  John.  George, 
Susan  (married  to  John  Kerchner).  Elizabeth 
(married  to  Amos  Everett),  and  Hannah  (married 
to  Peter  Smith). 

A’.  Peter  is  more  fully  referred  to  farther  on. 
AT.  William,  who  lived  to  middle  age,  never  mar- 
ried ATI.  David  married  Sallv  Everett,  and  had 
four  children,  Henry,  Barton.  Solomon  and  Fred- 
erick. ATI  I.  Hannah  married  William  Kresge, 
and  thev  had  eight  children,  William  (married  to 
Sallie  Storm! , Jacob  (married  to  Sarah  Gregory), 
George! married  to  Sarah  Kunkel),  Joseph  W. ( mar- 
ried to  Lucinda  Andrew),  Hannah  (married  to 
Reuben  Gregory).  Elizabeth  (married  to  John 
Bonscr).  Sarah  (married  to  John  Serfass).  and 
Susan  < married  to  Peter  Kunkel).  IN.  Sallie  mar- 
ried George  G.  Hawk,  and  thev  had  children.  N. 
Catherine  became  the  second  wife  of  George  Kresge. 
and  had  seven  children,  Thomas  (married  Elizabeth 
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Dotter,  and  settled  in  Luzerne  county).  James 
(married;  settled  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Mon- 
roe county),  Joel  (married;  had  four  children, 
Charles  A.,  Henry,  Tilghman,  and  Emaline  ( Mrs. 
James  Berlin),  David  (married;  died  about  1876, 
leaving  six  children,  Peter,  Josiah,  Absalom,  Cath- 
erine ( Airs.  William  H.  Small),  Sallie  (Mrs.  Mel- 
choir  Silfiese).  and  Elizabeth).  Reuben  (married; 
had  two  children,  Alfred  and  Catherine),  Sallie 
(married  to  John  Kunkel),  and  Katie  (married  to 
John  Gregory).  XI.  Christianna  married  Conrad 
Driesbach.  XII.  Elizabeth  married  John  Eshen,  of 
Xorthampton  county.  XIII.  Thomas  married 
Miss  Dotter,  and  a few  of  his  descendants  are  now 
to  be  found  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county. 

Peter  Serfass,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was  a well- 
known  resident  of  Polk  township,  and  for  some 
vears  was  engaged  in  farming  at  the  homestead 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Xathan.  He 
was  a leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Gilberts,  and  Was  a lifelong  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  died  at  the  homestead  in  July.  1844.  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Pleas- 
ant Valley  Cemetery.  His  wife,  Catherine,  who 
died  in  1875,  aged  seventy-two  years,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Storm,  and  a member  of  a leading 
pioneer  family  of  this  section.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren, the  eldest.  Anna,  married  Jacob  Christman,  of 
Eldred  township,  Monroe  county;  Andrew  settled 
in  Whitehaven,  Penn.;  Sarah  (deceased)  married 
Henry  Hawk;  Plannah  married  Lewis  Hawk,  and 
resides  in  Iowa  : Elizabeth  married  Samuel  Hawk, 
of  Allentown.  Penn.;  Franklin  resides  in  Xorth- 
ampton county;  and  Xathan  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Xathan  Serfass  was  born  January  9.  1842,  on 
the  present  farm,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Carbon  county, 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  teaming,  but  after  three 
years  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and  has  since 
given  much  attention  to  its  management.  He  has 
also  been  engaged  in  surveying  for  twenty  years 
past,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Monroe 
county,  his  integrity  and  sound  business  judgment 
being  a tower  of  strength  to  that  corporation.  His 
influence  is  felt  in  local  politics,  as  he  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  at  times  he  has 
held  township  offices,  including  nine  years  as  school 
director,  four  years  as  constable,  and  four  years  as 
auditor.  In' religious  faith  he  is  a Lutheran,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Church  at  Kresgeville,  serving  three  years  as  dea- 
con and  six  years  as  trustee.  In  1862  he  married 
Miss  Susannah  Hawk,  who  was  born  in  1842,  in 
Carbon  county,  a daughter  of  David  Hawk,  who 
afterward  removed  to  Monroe  countV,  where  he 
became  a prominent  citizen.  She  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1876,  aged  thirty-four  years,  and  her  remains 
ngw  rest  in  Pleasant  \rallev  Cemetery.  Xathan 
Serfass  married  (second)  Miss  Fannie  Fisher, 
daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Anna  (Dorsheimer) 


| Fisher,  and  a native  of  Polk  township,  Monroe 
I county.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  three 
children:  Jerome,  of  whom  further  mention  will 

presently  be  made;  Louisa,  who  married  Milton 
Lurch,  of  Polk  township;  and  James  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  George,  and  resides  at  the  home- 
stead with  his  father.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  is  one  son,  Francis  F.,  who  is  still  at  home. 

Jerome  Serfass,  an  enterprising  and  success- 
ful young  agriculturist  of  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county,  was  born  August  4,  1862,  at  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  his  early  training  in  farm 
work  establishing  habits  of  industry  which  have 
contributed  largely  to  his  later  success.  In  1885 
he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  near 
Kresgeville,  and  his  estate  shows  the  progressive 
management  of  the  modern  scientific  farmer.  As 
an  intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen,  he  has  al- 
ways been  active  in  local  movements,  and  for  six 
years  he  served  ably  as  school  director.  Politically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  while  he  is 
also  actively  interested  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Kresgeville,  in  which 
he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  six  vears.  On  Au- 
gust 8,  1885,  he  was  married  at  Gilberts,  by  Rev. 
A.  M.  Strauss,  a Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Emma 
Kunkel,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
Spener  J.,  born.  February  15,  1887;  Harvey  X., 
born  May  24,  1889;  and  Byron  H.,  born  September 
13,  1892.  Mrs.  Serfass.  who  is  highly  esteemed  by 
her  circle  of  friends,  was  born  June  12,  1865,  in 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  where  her  family 
has  long  been  prominent,  her  ancestors  having  set- 
tled there  as  early  as  1740.  Fler  father,  John 
Kunkel,  was  a prominent  resident  of  Kresgeville, 
and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Kresge.  is  still  living  at  that  place:  a more  com- 
plete account  of  the  family  is  given  elsewhere. 

J.  L.  BROWA’  has  the  reputation  of  a strictly 
first-class  business  man,  reliable,  energetic,  wide- 
awake and  progressive,  and  is  a citizen  of  whom 
Wayne  county  may  be  justly  proud.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  his  section  of  the  State,  and 
as  a carpenter  and  millwright  has  done  much  to- 
ward its  devolpment  and  upbuilding.  He  has  not 
only  erected  many  buildings  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
also  aided  in  the  construction  of  the  beautiful  build- 
ings at  the  World's  Fair,  himself  and  family  spend- 
ing the  entire  year  of  1893  'n  Chicago. 

William  Brown,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
probably  a native  of  England,  but  his  father, 
( )bcdiah  Brown,  was  born  in  Rockwell.  X.  V..  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  began  as  a boatman  on  the  Hud- 
son river,  continuing  that  work  for  fifteen  '-"ars.  In 
Ulster  county,  X.  V.,  lie  wedded  Miss  Mary  Weist, 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  Xancy 
J..  wife  of  Thomas  Sheelev,  of  Ulster  county;  Julia 
A.,  deceased  wife  of  Richard  Smith,  of  Lackawack, 
Ulster  county ; William  IT.,  a mill  owner  and  wood- 
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en-ware  manufacturer  at  Leibhardt,  X.  Y. ; Cather- 
ine, deceased  wife  of  Janies  Allen,  of  Ulster  county; 
Lydia  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Joel  A.  Bennett,  of  Ulster  Heights, 
N.  Y. ; Ellen  M.,  deceased  wife  of  Sanford  Bennett, 
of  Ulster  county ; J.  L.,  of  this  sketch ; Janies  W.,  a 
resident  of  Chester,  Orange  Co.,  X.  Y. ; Emily  M., 
wife  of  John  H.  Brooks,  of  Ulster  county;  and 
Margaret  T.,  wife  of  Peter  Conklin,  of  Passaic 
county,  Xew  Jersey. 

J.  L.  Brown  was  born  May  n,  1850,  in  Sun- 
down, Ulster  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  there  and  in  Sullivan  county,  same  State. 
At  tbe  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penh.,  and  after  working  at  lumbering  for  a time 
became  a carpenter  and  millwright,  and  has  done 
considerable  work  along  those  lines  in  this  State. 
He  now  owns  a fine  farm  of  170  acres  located  in 
Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  and  in  three  townships, 
Sterling,  Salem  ami  Greene.  For  some  years  he 
successfully  operated  a sawmill  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.,  but  moved  its  machinery  in  1897,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a steam  sawmill 
on  his  own  property  in  Salem  township. 

On  August  15.  1S72,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Brown  was  married,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Gormer,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Angelins  H.,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sylvia  (Jones)  But- 
ler. The  parents  are  now  deceased,  the  father  hav- 
ing died  in  1885,  the  mother  in  1894.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Tindall) 
Butler,  and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Erastus 
and  Sallv  (Mark)  Jones,  both  natives  of  Sheldon 
Falls,  Mass.  Mrs.  Brown  is  ninth  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  a family  of  twelve  : Eliza  J:. married,  lives  on 
the  homestead  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county ; 
Sidney  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Horace  L.  is  a 
resident  of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county ; John 
B.  makes  his  home  in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn. ; Charles  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; Sally 
A.  is  the  wife  of  FI.  B.  Cook,  of  Salem  township, 
county ; Amanda  is  the  deceased  wife  of  James  Hein- 
line,  of  Lake  township.  Wayne  county;  Maria  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Ferguson,  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county;  Angelina  II.,  born  March  8,  1855, 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  George  W.  died  in  Ster- 
ling township ; Efiza  S.  died  in  infancy ; and  Sylvia 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Xeville,  of  Sterling  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: George  W.,  March  24.  1874;  O.  H.,  June  11, 
1875;  Charles  Joel,  March  19.  1877;  John  Flesher, 
December  25,  1S78:  Anna  E.,  March  21.  1881  ; Lill- 
ian A.,  Julv  29,  1883 ; James  A.,  August  7,  1885 ; 
Katie  Eveline,  January  16,  1SS9;  Carrie  A.,  Febru- 
ary 2.  i8or  ; Homer  Harvey  Greene.  March  31, 
1803:  William  F...  May  10,  1896;  and  Ruth  Ellen. 
January  1,  1899.  The  eldest  son,  George  W.  Brown, 
was  married,  Xovember  6,  1894,  to  Marilla  Kellum, 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county. 


Being  a strong  Temperance  man,  Mr.  Brown  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Prohibition  part}-.  While 
a resident  of  Xew  York  he  served  his  fellow  citizens 
in  the  capacity  of  county  supervisor.  In  1896  he  was 
licensed  as  a local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
tint  Church,  and  his  wife  is  also  an  active  and  promi- 
nent member  of  that  denomination.  His  life  has 
ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  professions,  and  as 
such  men  are  rare,  the  world  is  not  slow  to  appreciate 
them.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  his  com- 
munity has  more  or  warmer  friends  than  J.  L. 
Brown. 

CHARLES  OTT  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm 
in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  has 
had  his  home  since  the  spring  of  1897,  but  although 
he  has  not  long  been  a permanent  resident  of  tire 
locality  he  is  well  known  here,  his  father's  family 
having  occupied  the  place  before  him,  and  he  has 
had  the  management  thereof  for  a number  of  years. 
Mr.  Ott  is  a native  of  the  Fatherland,  and  is  a son  of 
Christian  Ott  and  grandson  of  Leonard  Ott,  who 
was  a roofer  by  occupation.  The  latter  lived  and 
died  in  Germany. 

Christian  Ott  was  born  in  1804  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  where  he  passed  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood. In  his  native  country  he  married  Rosena 
Gebhardt.  who  was  born  in  1805  in  Wittenberg,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
we  give  a hrief  record:  Frederick  is  a farmer  in 

Delaware  township ; he  has  been  twice  married. 
Fredrica,  living  in  Xew  York,  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Boock,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 
Charles  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  Cath- 
erine (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Herman  Oilman, 
who  was  a gardener,  of  Long  Island.  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  John  A.  Blatt,  who  carries  on  a meat-market 
in  Xew  York  City.  Pauline  married  Godfrey  Geb- 
hardt. a farmer  of  Tike  county.  Emil  has  a meat- 
market  in  X’ewark,  X.  J. ; he  married  Margaret 
Miller.  In  1847  Hr.  and  -Mrs.  Ott  came  with  their 
family  to  America,  making  the  ocean  voyage  in  the 
‘‘Margaret  Evan.”  of  London,  and  spent  the  first 
two  years  of  their  residence  in  this  countrv  in  the 
cities  of  Xew  York  and  Brooklyn,  where  the  father 
carried  on  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  candles,  the 
business  he  had  engaged  in  in  Germanv.  From 
Xew  York  they  removed,  in  1849,  to  Pike  countv, 
Penn.,  where  Mr.  Ott  took  up  farming,  for  the  first 
four  years  in  the  employ  of  others,  and  then  on  his 
own  account.  His  first  purchase  was  a tract  of 
thirty  acres  in  Delaware  township,  from  William 
Cummins,  and  he  subsequently  added  the  fiftv  acres 
adjoining  now  included  in  the  Ott  farm  in  Delaware 
■township,  the  whole  making  a most  comfortable 
property,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  davs. 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Hi 
died  on  the  farm  December  21.  1S77.  his  widow  pass- 
ing away  in  April.  1892.  in  Xew  York  Citv,  and 
their  remains  rest  in  the  Milford  ccmeterv. 

Charles  Ott  was  born  April  22.  1838,  in  Witten- 
berg, Germany,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
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the  common  schools,  anil  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1847,  residing  with  the  family  in  Rrook- 
Icn  and  Delaware  township  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  proceeded  to  Tomp- 
"kinsville,  Staten  Island,  and  having  obtained  a situa- 
tion in  the  "I'nion  Hotel"  continued  to  be  employed 
there  until  March  15.  1857.  when  the  place  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  proprietor.  Christian  Huber, 
opened  another  hotel,  and  Mr.  Ott  remained  with  1 
him  until  August  20,  i860,  when  the  ownership  of 
the  place  was  changed.  He  was  retained  by  the  new 
proprietor  for  eight  years,  and  in  1868  was  admitted 
to  a partnership  in  the  business  with  his  father-in- 
law,  David  Elsaesser.  who  continued  as  a member  of 
the  firm  until  1873,  in  which  year  he  retired,  leaving 
our  subject  the  sole  owner  of  the  establishment;  it 
is  locatedi  at  Xo.  6 Greenwich  street.  New  York  City. 
He  conducted  the  hotel  successfully  until  May  1, 
1897,  when  he  gave  up  the  business  and  came  to  Del- 
aware township.  Pike  county,  to  live  on  the  farm  for- 
merly owned  by  his  father,  rebuilding  the  old  house 
and  making  various  other  improvements  about  the 
place.  The  property  has  'been  under  his  manage- 
ment since  his  father's  decease,  in  1877.  and  the 
farm  is  a valuable  one.  in  fine  condition,  devoted  to 
general  farming  purposes.  Mr.  Ott  also  owns  prop- 
erty in  Xew  York  City.  He  is  well-liked  by  his 
neighbors  in  Delaware  township,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  who  have  hail  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. Fraternally  he  is  a Free  Mason,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  I Hue  Lodge,  in  Xew  York 
City.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 

On  April  27,  1869,  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Ott  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Louisa 
Elsaesser.  who  was  born  in  that  city,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Catherine  C.  ( Aliller)  Elsaesser.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children,  of  whom, 
the  eldest,  Christian  T..  lives  in  Xew  York  City, 
where  he  has  a printing  office  (lie  is  at  present  at 
Chickamauga  with  his  regiment,  the  12th  Xew  York 
\ olunteers,  and  holds  the  position  of  sergeant  in  his 
company)  ; Catherine  ( now  deceased)  w;  s the  wife  of 
Fred  Korz  : Charles  died  in  March.  1807;  David 
lives  in  Xew  York  City  : Louisa  is  also  in  Xew  York ; 
Caroline  and  George  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
o!  these  died  February  5.  1884,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Lutheran  cem- 
etery in  Middle  \ illage.  Long  Island.  On  October 
1.  1896,  Mr.  Ott  wedded,  for  hi  s second  wife,  in 
Xew  York  City.  Miss  .Margaret  Blum,  and  they  have 
had  one  child,  Xichnlas  \\  ilhelm.  Mrs.  Margaret 
( Ilium)  ( >tt  was  born  in  Hessen.  Germany,  a daugh- 
ter of  Xichnlas  Blum,  also  a native  of  the  Father- 
land. and  came  to  America  in  1895,  living  in  Xew 
T ork  City  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Ott. 

CHARLES  A\  ER\  is  a well-known  civil  en- 
gineer, residing  in  Bethany.  Wayne  countv.  and  is 
highly  respected  as  a man  of  energy  and  enterprise, 
besides  being  a worthy  citizen  and  having  to  his 
credit  an  unblemished  war  record.  He  is  a native  of 
Wavne  countv,  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of 


his  life  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  busi- 
ness interests. 

Mr.  Avery's  grandfather,  John  Avery,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Miss  Roxilana  Humphrey.  Subse- 
quently they  removed  to  Oneida  county,  X.  Y.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : Tracy  ; John  F.,  who  died 

in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn. ; Silas, 
who  died  in  Auburn,  X.  Y. ; Charles,  who  was  an 
engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad,  and  died  in  Dansville, 
X.  Y. ; Otis,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
deceased  wife  of  George  Flint,  of  Cassville.  X'.  Y. ; 
Thomas  FI.,  who  died  in  Xew  Berlin,  X*.  Y. ; Eliza, 
deceased  wife  of  John  Van  Duzer,  of  Orange  county. 
X.  Y. ; Z.  W.,  who  owned  an  orange  grove  in  Po- 
mona, Putnam  Co.,  Fla.,  where  he  died  ; and  Lucius, 
who  died  in  Texas. 

Otis  Avery  was  born  in  Oneida  county.  XL  Y., 
August  19,  1808,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age 
went  to  Cochecton,  that  State,  whence  he  later  came 
to  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  opening  a jewelry 
store.  While  a resident  of  that  place  he  studied 
dentistry,  and  in  1833  began  practice  in  Xew  York, 
where  he  remained  for  several  vears.  Subsequently 
he  followed  his  profession  in  South  Carolina,  was 
next  located  in  X’ew  York  City,  and  from  there 
came  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where  he  is  still 
doing  a successful  business,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  dentists  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  In 
1829.  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Ploel.  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Abigail  Floel,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Charles,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch ; Otis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
Martin  P.,  who  died  in  Xew  York  City  : (Mrs.  Louisa 
Grillette,  a resident  of  Fairhaven,  Wash. ; Eliza,  wife 
of  William  H.  Brodhead.  of  Hale,  Idaho;  and  Otis 
E.,  who  was  one  of  the  many  gold  hunters  that  have 
never  been  heard  from. 

In  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county.  Charles 
Avery  was  born  January  14.  1830,  and  at  the  age  of 
eight  years  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  .re- 
moval to  Bethany,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  also  Beechwood  Academy.  He  then  en- 
tered his  father's  dental  parlors  to  learn  the  profes- 
sion, and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  the  practice 
of  dentistry  at  Columbia.  S.  C.  Later  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  dentists  of  Honesdale.  In  September. 
1 8L t . he  laid  aside  all  personal  interests,  and  went 
to  the  front  as  a member  of  Company  I.  n8th  P.  \ . 
I.,  serving  until  June  t.  1865.  He  was  in  some  of 
the  most  noted  battles  of  the  war.  including  the  Wil- 
derness. Spottsvlvania.  the  engagements  before 
Petersburg.  Hatcher's  Run  and  Five  Forks.  At  the 
last  named  he  was  slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  re- 
port his  injure.  1 le  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Lee  to  Gen.  Grant  at  Appomattox.  Since  the 
war  he  has  been  employed  as  a civil  engineer. 

( )n  lanuarv  20. 1853. at  Bethany.  Mr.  Avery  was 
married  by  Rev.  Z.  F.  Kellogg,  to  Mis;  Mary  Ann. 
daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Brentncll)  Goff, 
who  were  natives  of  England  and  were  married  near 
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Elizabeth,  X.  J.  Their  children  were  William  II., 
a resident  of  Council  lllutfs,  Iowa ; Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  our  subject;  John  E.,  a resident  of  Bethany 
borough,  W ayne  county ; and  Sarah  Jane,  who  died 
in  Bethany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  have  six  children, 
namely:  Mary  Eliza,  horn  May  u,  1856,  is  the 

wife  of  H.  H.  Ferguson,  of  Scelyville,  Wayne  coun- 
ty ; Ella  B..  horn  July  5,  1858,  is  the  "wife  of  R.  Du- 
ward  Allen,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Anna  M.,  horn 
January  30,  1S61,  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Bryant,  of  New 
Berlin,  X.  Y. ; Jennie  I.,  born  March  13,  1863,  is  the 
wife  of  Frederick  L.  Allen,  of  Binghamton:  Carrie, 
born  April  28,  1S66,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Lamont 
Titus,  of  'Deposit,  X.  Y. ; and  William  Otis,  born 
June  26,  1875,  With  his  parents. 

Mr.  Avery  has  always  upheld  the  party  of  pro- 
tection, being  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  most 
acceptably  filled  all  of  the  township  offices,  including 
those  of  clerk,  auditor,  assessor,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  school  director  and  constable.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 

JOHX  W.  FIXDLAY  (deceased).  The  visitor 
to  Milford.  Pike  county,  can  find  an  exhilarating 
recreation  in  riding  over  the  nicturescme  hills  of  that 
region  in  the  old-time  "tally-ho  ’ and  stage  coach, 
now  nearlv  superseded  by  more  modern  methods 
of  travel.  ’ The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  in  his 
lifetime  was  a prominent  livery  man  of  Milford,  for 
many  years  maintained  the  stage  route  known  as  the 
Milford,  Port  Jervis  and  Dingmans  Ferry  United 
States  Line,  and  the  ample  patronage  bestowed 
upon  the  enterprise  bv  the  public  demonstrates  the 
continued  popularitv  of  that  mode  of  transportation. 

Mr.  Findlay  was  born  December  8,  1833,  on  a 
farm  near  Aberdeen.  Scotland,  a son  of  Ross  and 
lane  Robinson  Findlay,  and  a grandson  of  John  and 
Elsped  (Davison)  Findlay.  His  father  died  in 
Scotland  in  1868.  aged  eighty  '-ears,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Of 
their  four  children,  two  came  to  America,  our  sub- 
ject, and  another  son,  Robert  (now  deceased),  who 
landed  in  1862.  and  served  for  a time  in  the  60th 
X.  YAM.  during  the  Civil  war,  being  with  Sherman 
on  his  march  to  the  sea.  Our  subject’s  two  sisters, 
lane  and  Jessie,  remained  in  their  native  land  and 
both  are  now  deceased. 

The  Findlay  family  had  been  identified  with  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  for  several  generations  near  Aber- 
deen, but  our  subject  began  to  show  an  inclination 
toward  the  care  of  horses  at  an  early  age,  and  before 
he  was  sixteen  he  was  employed  as  a coachman  by 
lion.  Mr.  Fonivce.  a member  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. Tii  1 800  he  came  to  the  l niteu  States,  land- 
ing in  Xew  York  City,  where  he  was  employed  for 
nine  months  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  A.  T.  Stewart, 
on  Broadway.  In  January,  1861.  he  located  at  Mil- 
ford. ami  soon  afterward  he  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  and  began  running  stage  lines  from  that 
point  to  other  towns.  Tic  prospered  from  the  first, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  the  largest  liv- 


i ery  business  in  Milford,  while  in  addition  to  his  other 
{ interests  he  acted  as  agent  for  the  Wells,  Fargo  Ex- 
! press  Co.  His  hard  work  met  with  good  financial 
\ returns,  and  he  acquired  a handsome  competence, 
j becoming  one  of  the  substantial  self-made  citizens 
! of  the  locality.  Politically  he  was  a Republican,  but 
i was  not  especially  active  in  party  work.  In  religion 
he  inclined  toward  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  was 
j not  formally  connected  with  any  denomination.  He 
! died  July  21,  1899. 

On  December  6,  i860,  XIr.  Findlay  was  mar- 
ried at  Xew  York  City  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mitchell, 
and  five  children  blessed  the  union,  of  whom  we 
I have  mention  of  Elizabeth  J.,  Marv  M.  and  Robert, 
who  are  all  at  home;  and  William,  who  died  at  the 
a.ge  of  twenty-six.  Mrs.  Findlay  was  born  at  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  -and  died  November  24,  1898.  She 
j was  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Sellar) 

! Mitchell,  and  her  ancestors  were  well-to-do  agricult- 
! urists  of  that  locality.  Her  father  was  a farmer,  and 
! also  had  large  lime-kilns ; he  died  in  Scotland  in 
I 1846.  Her  mother  came  to  America  in  1872,  and 
| located  in  Milford,  where  she  died  Xovember  25, 

! 1886,  deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends, 

! leaving  several  children,  all  of  whom  hold  honorable 
1 positions  in  life.  She  was  an  invalid  for  many  years 
j prior  to  her  decease. 

SEBASTIAN  KRESGE.  The  value  of  scien- 
tific methods  in  farming  is  strictly  demonstrated  in 
the  management  of  this  enterprising  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  Ross  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
has  transformed  a barren  tract  into  a fertile  and  pro- 
ductive estate.  On  taking  possession  of  the  farm 
twenty  years  ago  he  planted  seven  acres  of  corn,  but 
reaped  only  thirty  bushels  for  his  pains,  while  a por- 
tion of  the  farm  which  he  planted  in  oats  did  not  pay 
; the  cost  of  the  seed,  as  the  yield  was  so  poor  that  he 
! plowed  it  all  under.  By  the  intelligent  use  of  fer- 
i tilizers  he  has  given  to  the  soil  the  needed  elements, 
i and  one  could  not  ask  for  better  results  than  he  now 
obtains.  With  the  true  spirit  of  the  scientist  he  has 
sought  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  correct  methods 
i of  tilling  and  enriching  poor  soils,  and  for  a number 
of  years  he  dealt  extensively  in  farm  implements 
and  fertilizers:  but  since  1894  he  has  found  his 
time  too  much  occupied  with  his  other  interests  to 
' continue  that  line  of  business. 

Mr.  Kresge  was  born  July  2t.  1838,  on  the  old 
I Kresge  homestead  in  Chestnut  Hill  township.  Mon- 
' roe  countv,  and  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old  nioneer 
families,  being  a great-grandson  of  Conrad  Kresge, 
who  settled  at  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Ef- 
fort about  1745.  The  descendants  of  this  noted 
pioneer  are  now  numerous  in  this  section,  and  the 
family  records  are  given  elsewhere.  Conrad  Kresge, 

; the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  became  the  owner  of 
■ his  father’s  estate.  Fie  married  Margaret  Kunkei, 
and  had  ten  children : Conrad.  "Margaret.  John, 
rhilin.  Charles,  Daniel,  Peter.  Elizabeth,  George, 
and  Katie. 

Peter  Kresge,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
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1S07,  and  died  in  189a,  at  Kresgeville.  lie  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Brong,  who  died  in  1871  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  years.  They  had  eleven  children  as 
follows:  Amelia  N.  (deceased),  who  married  J.  J. 
Barthold;  Alary  Ann,  who  died  in  childhood;  Tim- 
othy, a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  formerly 
treasurer  of  Monroe  county:  Sebastian,  our  subject; 
Peter,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  resides 
in  Tennessee;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Kunkel,  of 
Kresgeville ; Owen,  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship ; Spearing,  who  settled  upon  a farm  in  Kansas ; 
Nathan  H.,  a farmer  in  Indian  Territory;  Susan- 
nah, wife  of  John  Graver,  of  Alauch  Chunk,  Penn.; 
and  Amanda,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  received  thorough  practical  train- 
ing in  agricultural  work  during  his  youth,  and  on 
leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he 
rented  a farm  at  Gilberts,  Alonroe  county,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in 
Polk  township,  which  about  two  years  later  lie  sold, 
and  then  removed  to  Luzerne  county.  For  twelve 
years  he  operated  a farm  there,  and  for  one  year  he 
had  charge  of  the  old  homestead  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county.  In  1878  he  settled  at 
his  present  farm  in  Ross  township,  an.  estate  of  1 1 3 
acres,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general 
farming.  Although  he  is  a stanch  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  is  .not  especially  active  in  party  work, 
having  often  declined  to  take  official  positions.  For 
three  years  he  served  as  school  director,  and  then 
resigned  the  office.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  at  Gilberts,  and  for  one  ’ year 
served  as  deacon.  Tie  was  elected  and  served  one 
year  as  superintendent  of  the  Michal  Sunday- 
school  ; was  elected  and  served  one  year  as  secretary 
of  the  Reformed  Sundav-school  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
ar.d  next  ten  years  taught  in  the  same  Sunday-school,  ! 
Class  No.  2,  composed  of  married  women.  Among 
the  exhibitors  at  the  county  fair  he  takes  a promi- 
nent place,  and  always  has  the  largest  display  of 
any  one  in  the  county.  His  exhibits  consist  of 
grain,  potatoes,  fruit,  honey,  canned  fruit,  wine.  etc. 
He  has  400  apple  trees,  and  all  kinds  of  fruit  in 
abundance : also  an  apiary  of  fifty  bees,  all  kept  in 
hives  of  his  own  make,  having  movable  frames. 
He  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  social  life 
of  their  locality. 

On  Alay  ir,  1862,  Air.  Kresge  was  married  at 
Sciota.  Penn.,  bv  Rev.  Mr  Becker,  a Reformed  min- 
ister. to  Aliss  Catherine  Kunkel,  a native  of  Polk 
township,  Alonroe  county,  born  November  7.  t8u>. 
Her  father,  the  late  John  Kunkel.  was  a leading  citi- 
zen of  Kresgeville,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Kresge.  is  still  living  at  that  place. 
Two  of  her  brothers.  Jacob  and  James  Kunkel, 
comprise  the  firm  of  Kunkel  Bros.,  at  Kresgeville, 
and  the  family  history  is  given  elsewhere  more 
fully.  Nine  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  the  last  two 
(twins),  who  died  in  infancy:  (O  Diana  mar-  I 

ried  Charles  ilson.  now  in  Port  Huron,  Aficli., 
where  he  is  conducting  a five  and  ten  cent  store. 


(2)  Alvin  H.,  a traveling  salesman,  married  Aliss 
Susan  Fuller,  and  resides  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. 

(3)  Elmira,  twin  of  Alvin,  married  Charles  Depew, 
a railroad  fireman,  residing  in  Scranton.  (4) 
Sarah  E.  married  William  Gregory,  a dairyman  and 
farmer  of  Wetherly,  Penn.  (5;  Sebastian,  Jr., 
married  Aliss  Anna  Hervey,  and  resides  in  Detroit, 

j Alich.,  where  he  conducts  a five  and  ten  cent  store, 
j (6)  Alary  A.  married  Edmond  Howell,  a farmer 
and  dairyman  in  Lehigh  county.  (7)  Cora  E.  mar- 
ried Washington  Howell,  a brother  of  Edmond, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business  in-  Le- 
high county. 

JOHN  GANTZHORN,  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Pocono 
township,  Alonroe  county,  is  of  German  descent. 
His  grandfather,  David  Gantzhorn,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  died  in  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

John  David  Gantzhorn,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  January  4, 
1808,  and  in  1820  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  par- 
ents, landing  at  Philadelphia,  where  they  remained, 
i but  he  proceeded  to  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a tannery  for  a time.  Subsequently 
he  came  to  Pocono  township,  Alonroe  county,  and 
purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  the.  western  part 
of  that  township,  where  he  cleared  between -seventy- 
five  and  one  hundred  acres,  transforming  it  into  a 
fine  farm,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  called 
from  this  life,  Alav  9,  1876.  In  Jackson  township, 
Alonroe  county,  he  married  Aliss  Fannie  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  a daughter  of  Abra- 
! ham  and  Susana  (Possinger)  Smith,  and  died  in 
Pocono  township  August  7,  1876.  Of  the  thirteen 
children  born  to  this  union,  William,  born  Alarch 
26,  1840,  died  April  27,  1840;  Levi,  a tanner,  born 
Alarch  14,  1841,  wedded  Alary  Reinhart,  and  died 
February  22,  1897:  David,  born  November  30, 
1842,  and  died  April  15,  1889,  was  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  Elkhart  county.  Ind. : Adam,  born 
May  23,  1S44,  is  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Alonroe  county;  Lydia,  born  June  28.  1S45, 
died  September  22,  1861.  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
Alary,  born  February  28,  1847,  died  in  February, 
1852:  John,  our  subject,  comes  next  in  the  family; 
Franklin,  born  Alarch  14,  1S50,  died  in  February, 
1852;  Nathan,  born  September  9,  1851.  died  Sep- 
tember t8.  t86i,  at  the  ag-e  of  ten  : Aaron,  horn  Oc- 
tober 17,  1853,  died  March  20,  1879;  Anna  Alaria,. 
born  January  20,  1856,  died  January  6,  1879.  was 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Buskirk,  of  Jackson  township, 
Alonroe  county;  Lavina  and  Sabina  (twins)  were 
born  November  12.  1859:  Lavina  died  September 
22,  i86t,  Sabina  on  November  5,  iSidi. 

Upon  his  present  farm  in  Pocono  township, 
John  Gantzhorn  was  born  October  31.  1848,  and 
there  amidst  scenes  common  to  pioneer  bfe  he  grew 
to  manhood,  attending  the  district  schools  of  the 
ncighborhoood.  and  assisting-  in  the  arduous  task  of 
clearing  the  wild  land  and  transforming  it  into 
highly  cultivated  fields.  At  his  father's  death  he 
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took  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  has  successfully 
engaged  in  general  farming,  while  through  the  win- 
ter0 season  he  has  carried  on  lumbering  quite  ex- 
tensively. He  now  owns  136  acres  of  valuable  land, 
about  100  of  which  are  under  excellent  cultivation, 
much  of  the  same  having  ben  cleared  by  our  sub- 
ject. The  old  log  house  erected  by  his  father  when 
he  first  purchased  the  property,  and  in  which  the 
children  were  all  born,  is  still  standing  upon  the 
place,  a land  mark  of  pioneer  days.  As  a dwelling 
it  has  long  since  been  replaced  bv  a commodious 
frame  residence,  and  it  is  now  used  as  a store-room. 
An  air  of  neatness  and  thrift  pervades  the  place, 
and  shows  conclusively  that  the  owner  thoroughly 
understands  his  chosen  calling,  and  that  prosperity 
has  crowned  his  well-directed  efforts.  In  his  politi- 
cal views,  Mr.  Gantzhorn  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  official  preferment.  He 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to 
which  his  wife  also  belongs,  and  for  twenty  years 
has  been  officially  connected  with  the  same  as  either 
deacon  or  elder.  In  the  estimation  of  his  fellow 
citizens  he  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  I 
community,  and  lie'  enjoys  the  friendship  and  high  j 
regard  of  a large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

I11  Pleasant  Valley.  November  27,  1879,  -'^r- 
Gantzhorn  was  married  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Straus,  a 
Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Emma  Jane  Gearhart, 
who  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county.  July  3,  1856,  and  they  have  a family  of  seven 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Spener,  November  5,  1880:  Ethan  Allen, 
October  22.  1882:  Fannie.  April  22,  1884:  Florence 
and  Clarence  ( twins).  January  24, 1887:  Elise. Octo- 
ber 13,  1S88 :aiul Chester,  June  25,  1891.  Mrs.  Gantz- 
horn’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Philip  and  Sarah 
( Wright)  Gearhart,  whose  home  was  at  Chestnut 
Hill,  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  Her  fa- 
ther. Edwin  Gearhart,  was  born  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  first  married  Margaret  Hufsmith,  a native  ' 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  who  died  August' 28, 
t86o.  P*y  this  union  were  three  children.  Mrs. 
Gantzhorn  being  the  eldest;  Ethan  Allen  married 
Hester  Gregory,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Allentown.  Penn. ; and  William 
Henry  died  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Gearhart  married  Lydia  Hofner,  now  deceased. 

PETER  P.  S(_  1 1 Ah  ]■  LR  is  one  of  the  most 
intelligent,  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens 
of  Eldred  township,  Monroe  county,  where  for 
thirty  years  he  has  successlully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing ami  in  the  slate  and  stone  quarrv  business. 

Pur  subject  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Moore  township,  Northampton  county,  December 
10.  ^833.  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Susan  ( Graver) 
Schaffer. who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Moore  town- 
ship. the  father  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  partv, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  lie  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of 


sixty-eight  years,  and  she  passed  away  in  1892.  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Moore  township,  Northampton  county.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children:  Polly, 

wife  of  Michael  Rabe,  a farmer  of  Northampton 
county;  Paul. also  a farmer  of  that  countv  ; Daniel,  a 
farmer  of  Monroe  county;  Peter  P.,  our  subject: 
Susan,  wife  of  Rudolph  Abel,  of  Northampton  coun- 
ty; Rebecca,  widow  of  George  Spangler,  of  North- 
ampton county ; Mary,  wife  of  George  Lalir,  of  the 
same  county ; Belinda,  wife  of  Daniel  Rabe,  of 
Northampton  county;  Jacob  P.,  a farmer  of 
Elkhart,  Ind. ; and  Catharine,  a widow,  of  Easton. 
Penn.  The  ixiternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
John  and  Sarah  (Shutt).Sch  ffer,  also  made  their 
home  in  Moore  township.  Northampton  countv, 
throughout  life.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farm- 
er Dv  occupation,  served  as  captain  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
George  and  Rebecca  (Flick)  Graver,  farming  people 
of  Northampton  county. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  or.  the 
home  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  eighteen 
years  of  age.  when  he  commenced  teaching  school, 
and  for  fifteen  years  he  successfully  followed  that 
profession  in  Northampton  and  Monroe  counties, 
being  a thorougn  and  capable  instructor.  During 
the  following  two  years  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Livingston  county,  N.  ¥.,  but  in  1868  he  returned  to 
Monroe  county  and  located  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Eldred  township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
In  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits  he  operates 
the  quarries  upon  his  farm,  and  for  seventeen  vears 
was  merchandising  at  Kunkeltown.  As  a business 
man  he  has  met  witn  well-deserved  success. 

Air.  Schiiffer  was  married  in  Eldred  township, 
in  1861,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Engler,  and  to  them  have 
j been  born  seven  children : Amazon,  who  married 

Mary  E.  Smith,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Eldred 
township;  Milton,  who  married  Cora  Williams,  and 
is  carrying  on  a milk  business  in  Northampton 
county:  Ira  M.,  who  married  Flora  A.  Serfass,  and 
| is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Kunkeltown,  Mon- 
roe county;  Corns  A.,  deceased;  Allen,  who  mar- 
ried Eva  Smale,  and  lives  with  our  subject;  and 
Stanton  and  Asa  A.,  both  at  home. 

Mrs.  Schaffer  was  born  in  Eldred  township, 
November  6.  1841.  a daughter  of  Edward  and 
Christiann  (Smith)  Engler,  who  as  farming  people 
| spent  their  entire  lives  in  Monroe  countv.  The  fa- 
I ther  was  a prominent  man  in  his  community,  and 
was  called  upon  to  fill  several  township  offices.  He 
died  in  1868,  aged  forty-eight  vears,  his  wife  in 
1888.  aged  sixty-five,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Kunkletown  cemetery.  Religiously,  thev 
were  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Lu- 
cinda was  the  eldest  of  their  children;  Lydia  was 
three  times  married;  (first)  to  Aaron  Kunkel, 
(second)  to  Amandus  Marsh,  and  (third)  to 
Owen  Silliman ; William  LI.  is  deceased ; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  LI.  Saeger,  of  Bcthlc- 
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hem,  Penn. ; and  Belinda  is  the  wife  of  H.  P:  Coyer, 
a hardware  merchant  of  Slatington.  Penn,  Mrs. 
Schaffer’s  paternal  grandparents,  Adam  and  Sarah 
(Learn)  Lngler.  were  lifelomr  residents  of  Monroe 
county.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Henry  and 
Lydia  (Andrews)  Smith,  were  both  born  in  North- 
ampton countv,  whence  at  an  earlv  dav  they  came  to 
Monroe  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

In  his  political  affiliations.  Mr.  Schaffer  is  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  in  1877  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace,  whicn  office  he  most  creditably  and 
satisfactorily  filled  some  fifteen  years.  He  is  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  ueacon  ten  years 
and  as  elder  five  years : was  a delegate  several  times 
to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis.  and  also  a delegate 
to  the  general  Synod  at  Akron.  ( )hio.  For  six  years 
he  was  a director  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Co.  of  Monroe  County:  for  three  years  was 
secretary  of  the  school  board,  of  Eldred  township; 
for  six  vears  was  auditor  of  the  same  townshm ; and 
for  twelve  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Kunkel- 
town  Union  Sunday-school,  under  whom  was  kept 
the  first  Picnic  and  Christmas  Festival  in  1877.  At 
all  times  under  all  circumstances  lie  is  an  honor- 
able. upright  man.  well  worthy  of  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  a wealthy  retired  resident 
of  Stroudsburg,  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Monroe  county  for 
many  years,  and  has  also  been  extensively  engaged 
in  business  operations  of  various  kinds,  his  uniform 
success  in  his  enterprises  showing  that  he  possesses 
sound  judgment  as  well  as  energy.  He  has  also 
taken  an  influential  part  in  politics,  and  for  nearly 
a quarter  of  a century  he  has  held  office  in  his 
locality. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mr.  Smith  is  of  English  de- 
scent. while  on  the  maternal  side  he  comes  of  thrifty 
German  stock.  The  paternal  grandfather.  James 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  England,  came  to  America 
at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  died.  He  left  two  sons,  Alexan- 
der. our  subject's  father,  and  James  (deceased), 
who  conducted  a retail  grocery  in  Philadelphia. 

Alexander  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  lo- 
cated in  Ross  township,  Monroe  county,  in  early 
manhood,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a tanner.  He 
died  when  about  forty  vears  old.  but  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susannah  Rilbert.  survived 
him  many  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two.  • She  was  born  in  Ross  township.  Monroe 
county,  in  1792.  a daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
Rilbert.  who  came  from  Germany  soon  after  their 
marriage  and  located  upon  a farm.  Our  subject 
was  the  fourth  child  and  onlv  son  in  a familv  of  five 
children,  and  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Eliza  and 
Christiana  never  married:  Mary  was  the  wife  of 
Peter  Scrfass  : and  Louisa  married  David  Misson. 

William  Smith  was  born  February  1 2,  1824,  in 


Ross  township,  Monroe  county,  and  after  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  of  that  locality  for  some 
vears  he  studied  for  a year  and  a half  at  a public 
model  school  in  Philadelphia.  On  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  secured  employment  as  a 
farm  hand  at  $4  (ter  month  and  board,  and  after 
j spending  six  months  in  this  work  he  found  a situa- 
tion in  ti  e fall  of  the  year  in  a store  at  Brodheads- 
ville.  Six  months  later  the  proprietor  failed,  and 
j Mr.  Smith  entered  the  employ  of  a merchant  in 
Eldred  township.  Monroe  county,  with  whom  he 
! remained  three  years.  For  a time  he  took  charge 
! of  a farm  for  his  mother,  and  for  three  or  four  years 
he  taught  school  in  the  winter  seasons,  receiving 
from  S10  to  $12  per  month.  .As  he  could  read  and 
, write  English  and  German,  he  taught  both  lan- 
! guages.  Farming  proved  to  be  a congenial  occu- 
| pation,  and  for  many  years  he  carried  on  general 
agricultural  work  while  engaged  in  other  business, 

| mainly  of  a public  nature.  About  the  year  1850  he 
j and  his  sister  Louisa  organized  the  first  Sunday- 
j school  in  Ross  township,  furnishing  the  larger 
: amount  of  the  funds  for  the  work.  For  twenty 
vears  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  resigning  the 
I position  when  he  removed  from  the  township,  and 
during  that  time  he  held  the  office  of  county  treas- 
urer, being  elected  in  1859.  From  1854  to  1861  he 
carried  on  a general  mercantile  business  in  Ross 
township.  During  this  period  he  became  a stock- 
holder in  the  first  bank  organized  in  tbe  county, 
and  some  vears  later  he  became  a director  of  the 
bank,  which  position  he  holds  at  the  present.  In 
1864  he  engaged  in  milling  which  he  followed  for  a 
vear.  He  then  traded  his  mill  for  a new  farm  where 
he  resided  for  some  time,  but  later  he  returned  to 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  continued  to  culti- 
vate until  1873.  being  also  engaged  during  much  of 
the  time  in  supplying  bark  for  a tannery.  In  1883 
he  retired  from  active  work,  and  on  May  10.  1887, 
he  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Stroudsburg.  On  June  16, 
1869,  he  married  Miss  Anna  M.  Snyder,  who  was 
born  in  1832,  at  Snyderville.  Monroe  countv.  The 
only  child  of  this  union.  Mary  Ellen,  born  ( )ctober 
4,  1870.  received  an  excellent  education,  and  was 
.married  February  1.  1883.  to  Layton  W eiss.  They 
have  two  sons.  Francis  S.  W eiss  and  W illiam  B. 
Weiss. 

CLAYTON*  YALE,  a prosperous  and  sub- 
stantial citizen  of  Lebanon  township,  is  one  of 
Wayne  county's  honored  sons,  his  birth  occurring 
Aucust  6.  1832,  in  tbe  township  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  make  his  home.  LI  is  father.  Seth  Yale, 
was  a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  born  Sentember 
13.  1786.  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wayne 
county,  becoming  a resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship in  1 Sob.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  Ezra  Yale,  was  a we'l-to-dn  Connecticut 
farmer.  He  served  as  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
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war.  Besides  Seth,  lie  had  two  other  sons,  Norman 
and  Elijah,  both  of  whom  were  soldiers  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

Seth  Yale  was  married,  September  23,  1808, 
to  Miss  Betsey  Biglow,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  a daughter  of  James  Biglow,  one  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  in  1808  located  in 
Wayne  county,  becoming  one  of  its  honored  pio- 
neers. In  1812  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yale  located  upon 
a tract  of  land  in  Lebanon  township  which  became 
the  homestead  of  the  family.  Throughtout  his  j 
active  business  life  he  followed  the  occupations  of 
a lumberman  and  farmer,  and  was  also  an  en-  I 
thusiastic  hunter,  at  one  time  being  so  nearly 
killed  by  a bear  that  it  was  three  weeks  before  he  I 
was  able  to  leave  home.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years,  and  the  mother,  who  survived 
him,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years ; 
both  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  the  family 
of  this-  worthy  couple  were  children  as  follows : 
Seth  and  Franklin,  both  now  deceased;  Eliza,  wife 
of  G.  P.  Bass;  Tryphena,  who  married  Philo  I 
Sherwood,  both  now  deceased  ; Norman,  a prom-  j 
inent  citizen  of  Wayne  county,  who  is  mentioned  , 
more  fully  below ; Mary,  deceased ; Ezra,  a resi-  j 
dent  of  Lebanon  township ; Clayton,  whose  name  ! 
introduces  this  sketch;  and  Elijah  and  Treplence. 
both  deceased. 

Norman  Yale  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead, received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  locality,  and  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself 
has  devoted  his  energies  principally  to  the  lumber 
business.  He  has  been  and  still  is  one  of  the  few 
great  hunters  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a man  very 
popular  with  all  classes,  being  kind-hearted,  and 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  views.  He  is  unmarried, 
and  is  living  on  the  old  home  place  with  his  brother 
Clayton. 

Like  his  brother  Norman,  Clayton  Yale  spent  l 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  home  farm,  and  when  j 
not  attending  school  he  assisted  in  the  labors  of 
field  and  meadow,  obtaining  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  farm  work  in  its  various  depart-  ! 
ments.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  places  in  Lebanon  township,  comprising  1 
400  acres  of  fertile  and  well-cultivated  land,  on 
which  have  been  erected,  a pleasant  resilience  and 
good  outbuildings.  Clayton  Yale  wedded  Miss 
Laura  Adams,  a daughter  of  William  Adams,  and 
of  the  children  born  to  them  five  are  vet  living: 
Emogene.  wife  of  James  Taylor,  of  Lebanon  town-  ; 
ship;  Eliza,  at  home:  Eunice,  wife  of  Rev.  John 
Knox,  of  Sayre.  Penn.;  Florence,  wife  of  A.  Cort- 
right,  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  and  a resident  of 
Honesdale:  and  William,  who  married  I.iilian 
LaT  burette,  daughter  of  Jackson  LaTourette.  of 
Lebanon  township,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 
Three  children  of  the  family  are  decease  1 : a son 
in  infancs  ; Ida  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years:  and 
Yernie.  the  youngest  child,  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Yale  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Re- 


publican party,  and  for  years  has  most  efficiently 
served  as  a member  of  the  school  board.  He  is 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he 
is  an  active  and  prominent  member,  and  his  de- 
votion to  the  public  good  is  unquestioned,  arising 
from  a sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow 
men.  His  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  warrant 
the  trust  and  confidence  so  freely  accorded  him. 

WILLIAM  BLANKENBUSH,  who  as  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  development  and  prosperity  of  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  for  over  a quarter  of  a 
century,  is  a native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  born 
October  18,  1825,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Sarah ' (Boring)  Blankenbush,  also  natives  of  that 
kingdom.  In  1851  he  and  his  son  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  in  New  York  City,  where  the 
father  farmed  and  the  son  followed  his  trade,  that 
of  a blacksmith,  for  several  years.  The  father  also 
lived  for  a time  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  that  State,  after  which  he  removed  to 
the  West,  where  he  died.  Several  of  their  ten  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy,  those  who  reached  years  of 
maturity  being  Frederick  and  John,  who  both  re- 
mained in  Germany ; Elizabeth,  who  is  married  and 
also  lives  in  that  country;  and  William,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

William  Blankenbush  accompanied  his  father 
on  his  emigration  to  the  New  World,  and  for  some 
years  made  his  home  in  New  York  City,  but  in 
1871  became  a resident  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  blacksmithing,  now  carrying  on 
operations  along  those  lines  with  the  assistance  of 
his  son.  He  has  a good  thirty-acre  farm,  all 
cleared  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  while 
the  improvements  are  first-class  in  every  respect. 
Mr.  Blankenbush  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Moravian  Church,  of  Newfoundland,  Wayne 
county. 

Air.  Blankenbush  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Anna  Donalley,  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  departed  this  life  after  eleven 
vears  of  married  life,  and  the  four  children  born 
to  them  are  also  deceased.  In  New  York  City, 
Mav  14.  1862,  he  was' married,  by  Rev.  F.  Geisen- 
heimer.  a Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Christina 
Kiihner,  who  was  born  December  8.  1845.  in 

Wurtemberg.  Germany,  of  which  province  her  par- 
ents, Gotlieb  and  Elizabeth  (Locfler)  Kiihner.  were 
also  natives.  ( )n  coming  to  America  the  family  lo- 
cated in  New  York  City,  where  .the  father  was  em- 
ployed as  a carpenter.  His  parents  were  Frederick 
and  Catherine  1 Van  Frank)  Kiihner.  while  his  wife 
was  a <1;  u diter  of  Jacob  Loeller.  who  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  Germain-.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kiihner  had 
five  children:  ElGabelb.  now  the  widow  of  lie  rge 
Sang,  and  a resident  of  New  York  City;  Sophia, 
deceased  wife  of  John  Stork,  of  Jersey  City.  N.  J. ; 
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Fredericka,  widow  of  Henry  Young,  of  Hoboken, 

X.  J. ; Christina,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Caroline, 
wife  of  Peter  Mavus,  of  Richfield  Park,  New 
Jersey. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanken- 
busli,  Henrietta,  born  August  i,  18(13,  is  the  wife 
of  John  Mavus,  of  Richfield  Park,  X.  J.  William 
S.,  born  September  28,  1865,  assists  his  father  in 
the  farm  work ; he  married  Carrie  Humple,  of 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  w ho  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1897.  John  A.,  born  June  27,  1867,  married 
Elizabeth  Olsomer,  of  Greene  township.  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  and  lives  in  Wilkes  Barre.  this  State. 
Carrie  J.,  born  October  14.  1S69,  died  April  25, 
1870.  Alice,  born  August  19,  1871,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Mathews,  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county; 
Bernard,  born  September  28,  1873,  died  July  17, 
1886;  and  Richard  C.,  born  November  10,  1S75, 
is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

EDGAR  L.  HITCHCOCK,  a wide-awake  and 
energetic  farmer  carrying  on  operations  in  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  meeting  with  a well- 
deserved  success  in  his  undertakings,  was  born  June 
27,  1841,  in  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y..  a grandson 
of  Levi  Hitchcock,  whose  father  was  a colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Many  interesting  incidents  are 
related  of  the  early  trials  and  achievements  of  mem- 
bers of  this  prominent  and  highly  respected  family. 

Sylvester  Hitchcock  (our  subject's  father)  was 
a native  of  Durham,  Greene  Co.,  X.  Y..  and  on  at- 
taining man’s  estate  married  Miss  Julia  Maria  Jami- 
son, daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  Jamison,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.  For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hitchcock  resided  in  Jeffersonville,  X.  Y.,  and  then 
removed  to  Callicoon.  that  State,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years:  she  is  still  liv- 
ing, her  home  being  in  Long  Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N. 

Y.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Edgar  L. ; 
Mary  E.  (deceased)  ; George;  and  Julia  E..  wife  of 
William  Peak,  who  was  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil 
\\  ar. 

From  his  birthplace  Edgar  L.  Hitchcock  re- 
moved to  Jeffersonville.  Sullivan  Co..  X.  Y..  when 
in  his  ninth  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war 
he  laid  aside  all  personal  interests  and  joined  the 
56th  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Charles  Van  Wvck, 
remaining  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased  in 
1865.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks, 
went  with  Gen.  Foster  to  Hilton  Head:  was  with 
Gen.  Gillmore  at  the  siege  of  those  islands,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Hitchock  returned  to  Callicoon. 
Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y..  later  removed  to  Great  Bend, 
Penn.,  where  he  snent  tlire  years,  and  then  came  to 
Scott  township.  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  farming.  . 

In  1 8d>7  Mr.  Hitchcock  wedded  Miss  Marv 
Rockwell,  daughter  of  William  and  Louise  (Mv- 
reck ) Rockwell.  She  died  November  26,  1875,  and 
he  afterward  married  Miss  Althea  Shue.  who  was 
born  in  Scott  township,  Wayne  Co..  Penn.,  and  was 


educated  at  Deposit,  X.  Y.  Her  father.  Ezra  H. 
Shue,  was  a native  of  Schoharie  county,  XL  Y.,  and 
a son  of  John  and  Nelly  (Lane)  Shue.  fn  Har- 
mony township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  Ezra  H. 
Shue,  married  Miss  Vashti  Wright,  who  was  born 
in  Hales  Eddy,  X’.  Y.,  February  16,  1821,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Betsy  E.  (Dickinson)  Wright.  Mr. 
Wright  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1777,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  t8i2.  In  1S68  Ezra  H.  Shue, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  located  at  Maple 
FI  ill,  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  w here  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 
Politically  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  relig- 
iously was  a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Sherman.  His  wife,  a most  estimable 
lady,  died  December  20,  1899,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  In  the  last  few  years  of  her  life  she  had 
pieced  many  quilts,  one  of  which  contained  2,902 
pieces  and  drew'  a prize.  Their  children  were: 
Ward,  now'  a resident  of  Axtell,  Kearney  Co..  Xeb. ; 
Althea,  wife  of  our  subject;  Edward  Allen,  who 
died  when  in  his  twenty-third  year;  and  Elizabeth 
F.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Hitchcock  is  a Republican,  and 
while  an  energetic  member  of  his  party  he  is  a 
man  of  broad  and  liberal  views,  always  willing  to 
accord  to  others  their  right  of  opinion.  Fie  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Capt.  Oliver  Mumford  Post 
No.  373,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Starrucca,  and  himself  and 
wife  are  both  leading  and  active  members  of  the 
Sherman  Presbyterian  Church.  They  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance,  and  their  friends  are  many. 

NATHAN*  B.  SHERWOOD,  a wide-awake 
and  successful  agriculturist,  owns  and  occupies  a 
good  farm  of  ninety-five  acres,  pleasantly  located 
near  the  village  of  Pleasant  Mount,  in  Nit.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county.  He  thoroughlv  un- 
derstands his  chosen  calling,  and  is  justly  num- 
bered among  the  most  progressive  as  well  as  re- 
liable farmers  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  born  in  Sullivan  county, 
X.  Y„  December  30,  1838.  and  is  a son  of  Bradley 
Sherwood,  a native  of  Connecticut,  of  English 
origin.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eliza  Burr,  and  was  a daughter  of  Raleigh  Burr, 
also  a native  of  Connecticut.  In  1842  the  family 
came  to  Wavne  county,  Penn.,  in  company  with 
the  familv  of  our  subject’s  uncle.  John  F.  Sher- 
wood. The  mother  had  previously  died  in  Sullivan 
county.  X.  Y..  but  the  father’s  death  occurred  in 
Nebraska,  when  lie  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  Both  were  earnest  and  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  po- 
litical sentiment  Mr.  Sherwood  was  first  a Whig, 
later  a Republican.  By  occupation  he  was  a farm- 
er. The  chi!  Iren  of  the  family  were:  Nathan  B., 
Oliver  S..  Stella,  Polly,  I.otta.  Josephine.  Rosa 
Yalt  and  Bradley. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
Nathan  B.  Sherwood  grew  to  manhood,  attending 
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the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  when  his 
services  were  not  needed  in  the  fields.  On  starting 
out  in  life  for  himself,  he  worked  as  a teamster  and 
a farm  hand  for  a time.  In  .May,  1861.  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  6th  P.  V.  I.  He  was  in  a number  of 
severe  engagements,  including  the  hotly-contested 
battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Seven  Pines,  where 
he  contracted  a severe  cold,  which  made  him  an 
invalid  for  some  time,  being  confined  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  also  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  in  October,  1864, 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  after 
which  he  returned  home. 

In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Sherwood  was  married  to 
Miss  Eliza  Gellatte,  who  was  born  in  Thompson, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  l’enn.,  and  is  of  French  lineage. 
To  her  parents,  Stephen  and  Angeline  (Hall) 
Gellatte,  were  born  eight  children,  namelv : Vilana, 
Cynthia,  Thankful,  Eliza,  Diana.  Diantha,  Luella 
and  Wellington.  The  father,  who  was  a Republi- 
can in  politics  and  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Susquehanna  county,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years ; the  mother  departed  this  life  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-six.  Capt.  Genatte,  Mrs.  Sherwood's 
great-grandfather,  was  one  of  the  earlv  settlers  of 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  died  at  tlie  extreme  old 
age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  Her  grandfa- 
ther, Robert  Gellatte,  was  the  founder  of  the  pretty 
town  of  Gelatt.  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sherwood  have  three  children:  Mary,  now 
the  wife  of  Fred  Salsbury,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  and  John  F.  and  Elizzie 'Elva, 
both  at  home. 

Politically  Air.  Sherwood  is  a firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  at  elec- 
tions always  casts  his  ballot  for  that  organization. 
At  all  times  he  is  a supporter  of  every  measure 
which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit,  or 
will  advance  the  interests  of  his  community.  In 
the  Presbyterian  Church  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership, and  as  an  active  member  of  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  she  has  done  a great 
deal  of  good  for  the  temperance  cause. 

SOLOMON  W.  SAMPSON  is  now  pleasantly 
situated  in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  owns  a valuable  farm  of  between  twenty-seven 
and  twenty-eight  acres  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  with  excellent  buildings  includ- 
ing a handsome  residence — in  fact  it  is  one  of  the 
very  best  places  of  the  township.  He  has  had  a 
varied  career,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit. 

Solomon  Sampson,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  boundary  line  between,  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut,  and  was  a son  of  William  Samp- 
son, a native  of  Connecticut  and  a descendant  of  one 
Henry  Sampson,  who  came  over  in  the  “Mayflower." 
William  Sampson  wedded  a Miss  Ames,  and  t’ol- 
foilowcd  farming  as  an  occupation.  I heir  children 
were  Solomon,  Sr.,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  181  2: 


Levi,  also  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812;  Eliza,  who 
married  Samuel  Roberts,  reared  two  sons.  Samuel 
and  George,  and  resided  in  the  city  of  New  York 
until  the  decease  of  Air.  Roberts,  when  she  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  she  made  her  home  for  a time 
with  her  brothers  and  sisters.  Here  she  met  Col. 
John  Schenck,  of  Revolutionarv  fame,  whom  she 
afterward  married  and  lived  with  until  his  decease. 
She  lived  many  years  his  widow,  and  a pensioner. 
Fanny,  who  married  William  Ferguson  ; they  settled 
and  cleared  a farm  in  a wilderness  that  is  now  a part 
of  the  city  of  Scranton,  Lackawranna  Co.,  Penn. 
Olive,  who  married  Wareham  Day,  a native  of  Hart- 
ford. Conn.;  they  bought  an  improved  farm  in  South 
Canaan,  and  resided  there  until  their  deaths  ; she  was 
a noble  woman — peace  be  with  her  ashes.  Sophia, 
who  married  Luther  Hoadley,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, lived  and  died  on  their  homestead  farm  in 
Canaan  township.  Levi,  \\  illiam,  Elijah  and  Ward 
all  bought  and  cleared  farms  in  the  wilderness  of 
South  Canaan,  made  comfortable  and  good  homes, 
and  raised  respected  families  except  Levi,  who  died 
childless  when  over  four-score  years.  All  of  the  above 
were  strictly  law-abiding  people.  The  above  fur- 
nished in  all  nine  faithful  soldiers  for  the  Union,  and 
not  one  for  the  lost  cause. 

Solomon  Sampson.  Sr.,  married  Elizabeth 
Clark,  a native  of  New  London  county.  Conn.  Ail 
of  their  eight  children  were  born  in  the  latter  State, 
and  in  1845  the  family  came  to  Wayne  county.  Penn., 
locating  in  Canaan  township,  where  the  father  died 
six  weeks  after  their  arrival.  The  children  were  as 
follows:  Ilartlett  P.  was  killed  while  employed  by 

the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co. ; William  Pitt  became  a 
sailor,  making  four  voyages  on  whaling  ships  to  the 
Arctic  regions,  and  died  while  in  the  far  North; 
Alexander  was  drowned  when  a small  boy;  .Maria 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  James  Nichol;  Sophia 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  William  Glossenger,  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Christopher  L..  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war  in  Battery  F,  5th  U.  S. 
Artillery,  died  in  Green  Castle.  Franklin  Co..  Penn.: 
Solomon  W.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth : and 

Henry  A.,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  in  Company  AI. 
77th  P.  A*.  C.,  is  now  employed  at  Waymart.  Wayne 
county,  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Company. 

Solomon  W.  Sampson  was  born  in  New  Lon- 
don. Conn..  August  16,  1839,  and  accompanied  the 
family  on  their  removal  to  Wayne  county.  Ilis 
moth  -r  married  a second  time,  and  moved  to  Forest 
City,  Penn.,  but  our  subject  returned  to  Wayne 
county,  living  with  an  uncle.  Wareham  Day,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  w ho  allowed  him  to  attend 
school  in  the  winter,  while  through  the  summer 
months  he  worked  in  the  fields.  His  opportunities 
I for  gaining  an  education  were  extremely  limited, 
however,  yet  by  thorough  reading  and  observation 
he  has  gained  a practical  knowledge  of  business  af- 
fairs. For  one  year  he  was  employed  on  the  < irav- 
j ity  railroad,  which  was  then  operated  bv  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  running  between  Scrant'-n  and 
1 llawlev.  He  a1  so  worked  fertile  Delaware  it  Hud- 
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„,  ,|i  Canal  Co.  for  a time,  and  then  returned  to 
fanning. 

On  September  5,  1861,  Mr.  Sampson  enlisted  in 
l'.atterv  I,  5th  L'.  S.  Artillery,  and  was  with  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  under  Gens.  McClellan  and  Burn- 
side. Me  participated  in  the  Peninsula  campaign,  the 
seven-days’  tight,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg.  After 
the  last  named  he  went  to  the  hospital  at  Washing- 
ton.  D.  C.,  as  he  was  unlit  for  further  duty,  having 
contracted  rheumatism  while  in  the  Virginia 
marshes.  Being  honorably  discharged  March  18, 
1 863.  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  received  med- 
ical treatment.  He  has  been  almost  helpless,  being 
unable  to  walk,  for  the  past  twenty-three  years.  He 
enlisted  as  a private,  was  promoted  to  corporal,  and 
later  became  a gunner,  being  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  the  battery. 

About  a year  after  leaving  the  army,  being 
somewhat  improved  in  health.  Mr.  Sampson  again 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
and  was  later  a conductor  on  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son railroad,  holding  that  position  until  completelv 
disabled  by  rheumatism,  when  he  went  into  business 
in.  Carbondale,  Penn.  ( )n  selling  his  interest  there, 
he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Dyberrv  town- 
ship. Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

At  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Sampson  was 
married  April  27.  1865,  by  Rev.  F..  O.  Ward,  to 
Miss  Ann  F..  Bodie,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Car- 
oline ( Faatz)  Bodie,  a sketch  of  whom  is  .given 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  C.  W.  Bodie.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sampson  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  (1)  Blanche  F.,  born  November  5, 

1 866,  is  now  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Lipper.  (2)  Llewel- 
lyn Ewin,  born  October  14,  1871,  died  August  21, 
1872.  (3)  Ella  M..  born  October  15,  1874,  is  the 

wife  of  John  T.  Jackson,  and  has  two  children.  Bruce 
Sampson,  born  September  12,  1895,  and  Harland 
H.,  born  July  28,  1897.  (4)  Inez,  born  August  5, 

1877.  died  April  12,  1878.  (5)  Willard  Blaine, 

born  May  5.  1879.  died  April  26,  1889.  (6-7)  Lu- 

cia and  Lulu  (twins)  were  born  September  7,  1883, 
and  the  latter  died  April  26,  1880.  (8)  Anna,  born 

January  22,  1886,  completes  the  family. 

Socially.  Mr.  Sampson  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  E.  & A.  M.,  while,  politically, 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  taking  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  but  caring  noth- 
ing for  public  office.  He  possesses  in  an  eminent 
degree  all  the  qualifications  which  go  to  make  up  a 
good  citizen  and  honorable  business  man,  and  has 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

EDWARD  S.  h()OTE,  deceased.  “Whoever 
leaves  behind  him  a record  of  a noble  life  has  be- 
queathed to  posterity  an  enduring  s<  urce  of  good." 
and  in  the  life  of  this  brave  soldier  and  upright 
citizen  there  was  much  that  was  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. Without  seeking  public  honors,  he  was  al- 
ways ready  to  fulfill  the  duty  of  the  hour,  and  dur- 


ing his  long  residence  in  Harmony  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  his  fellow  citizens  frequently 
called  him  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

Mr.  l'oote  was  born  October  3,  1828,  in 

Broome  county,  X.  Y.,  a son  of  Andrew  and 
Roxana  F'oote,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and 
highly  respected  families  of  that  section.  During 
boyhood  our  subject  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  on 
completing  his  course  he  engaged  in  teaching,  in 
which  he  met  with  marked  success,  being  employed 
for  some  time  in  the  district  and  advanced  schools 
of  Broome  and  Schuylkill  counties.  Soon  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
1st  X.  Y.  Cav.,  with  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  struggle.  In  1865  he  married  Miss 
Emma  S.  Watson,  of  Franklin,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. and  made  his  permanent  home  in  that  county, 
purchasing  a farm  on  the  Belmont  turnpike,  one 
mile  east  of  Lanesboro.  He  cleared  and  improved 
the  place,  making  a most  attractive  homestead,  and 
the  present  residence  was  built  by  him  in  1879.  F'or 
many  years  he  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  local 
Republican  organization,  and  at  times  he  held  of- 
fice in  the  township,  serving  a number  of  terms  as 
poormaster,  school  director  and  supervisor.  He 
died  May  27,  1894.  and  was  sincerely  lamented  in 
the  community,  his  comrades  in  the  local  lodge 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Lanesboro  paying  appro- 
priate tributes  to  his  memory.  Mrs.  Foote  sur- 
vives her  husband  with  two  children  : ( 1 ) Myron 
was  born  May  29,  1867,  at  the  present  homestead 
where  he  still  resides,  and  was  carefully  educated 
under  the  personal  direction  of  his  father.  Fie  is 
naturally  gifted  as  a mechanic,  and  is  engaged  in 
business  as  a mason  and  contractor.  He  married 
Miss  Leona  Dodge,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county, 
and  has  one  son.  Lloyd  E.  (2)  Cora,  born  May  27, 
1874.  at  the  homestead,  was  educated  by  her  fa- 
ther and  by  private  tutors,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Mavo,  a farmer  in  Great  Bend  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Grace. 

Mrs.  Emma  ( Watson)  Foote,  who  is  much 
esteemed  among  her  large  circle  of  friends,  was 
born  in  Franklin  township.  Susquehanna  county, 
where  her  parents,  Andrew  and  Susan  (Webster) 
Watson,  were  earlv  settlers.  Her  father  was  a na- 
tive of  Xew  York  State,  and  her  mother  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Webster 
and  his  wife.  Prudence  Mcrrit.  Rev.  Mr.  Webster 
was  one  of  the  first  Baptist  ministers  to  locate  in 
Susquehanna  county,  and  for  many  years  he 
preached  the  Gospel  there,  making  long  journeys 
through  the  wilderness  to  visit  the  various  settle- 
ments. 

PETER  KELI.AM,  one  of  the  brave  defend- 
ers of  the  I ’nil  ai  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citi- 
zens of  Manchester  township.  Wayne  county.  He 
was  born  at  Cooley,  in  that  township.  September 
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22,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  Kellam, 
a sketch  of  whom  is  given  in  connection  with  that 
of  H.  I’.  Keliani  elsewhere.  During  his  minority 
our  subject  obtained  an  excellent  education  in  the 
schools  of  Troy  and  Waverly,  Penn.,  which  has 
well  fitted  him  for  the  responsible  duties  of  busi- 
ness life,  and  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  engaged  in  lumbering  with  his  father. 

In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Kellam  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  143rd  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Benjamin 
Reynolds.  He  recruited  forty-two  men  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  and  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.,  and  with  1 
them  proceeded  to  Monticello,  XT.  Y.,  where  he  ' 
was  appointed  orderly  sergeant  of  his  company  and 
was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  in  Au- 
gust, 1862.  The  regiment  then  went  to  Washington, 
I).  C.,  by  way  of  Xew  York  City,  and  was  placed  in 
Hooker's  army,  nth  Army  Corps.  For  one  year  it 
did  picket  duty  arcund  Alexandria,  Ya.,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1863  was  transferred  to  Suffolk,  where 
it  remained  for  three  or  four  months,  after  which 
it  returned  to  Yorktown,  thence  marching  to  West 
Point,  Va.  There  they  participated  in  a skirmish 
with  Lee’s  army,  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  was  wounded 
and  the  Rebels  driven  back.  O11  July  4,  1863, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads, 
Va.,  and  was  sent  to  re-enforce  Mead's  army 
at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  it  was 
held  in  reserve.  The  regiment  took  part 
in  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Resaca,  where  the 
Union  batteries  were  taken  but  were  afterward 
recaptured,  and  a large  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  while  the  Union  loss  was  also  heavy.  The 
regiment  was  then  transported  to  Bridgeport,  Ala., 
by  way  of  Gainesville,  and  in  November  marched 
to  Lookout  Mountain,  participating  in  the  engage- 
ment at  that  place.  They  took  part  in  the  siege  of 
Knoxville,  and  in  December  returned  to  Bridge- 
port, Ala.,  where  they  went  into  winter  quarters. 
In  the  following  spring  they  were  in  the  four-days’ 
battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  the  engagement  at 
Buzzards  Roost,  and  all  others  against  Johnston's 
army  during  the  march  to  Atlanta,  including  the 
battles  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Dallas,  Culp's  Farm, 
Round  Top,  etc.  After  the  surrender  of  Atlanta 
they  remained  at  that  place  for  a time,  and  then 
marched  to  Savannah,  driving  the  Rebels  back  to 
the  sea,  where  they  finally  surrendered  to  Gen. 
Sherman.  Crossing  the  river  into  South  Caro- 
lina, they  took  part  in  the  three-days’  battle  of 
Bentonville,  where  the  lieutenant  of  our  subject’s 
company  was  shot.  Mr.  Kellam  then  had  command 
until  wounded  in  the  left  leg  during  the  same  en- 
gagement. He  was  first  taken  to  Morehcad  City, 
X’.  C.,  and  later  to  David  Island  Hospital,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  four  months,  during 
which  time  lie  contracted  black  fever.  He  was 
then  granted  a thirty-days’  furlough  which  he 
spent  at  home,  at  the  end  of  that  time  reporting 
for  duty  at  the  hospital,  where  he  was  honorably 
discharged  June  S,  18C5,  as  first  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany G,  143rd  N.  Y.  Y.  I. 


Retiming  home,  Mr.  Kellam  accepted  the' po- 
sition as  manager  of  Thomas  Barnes'  sawmill  busi- 
ness at  Hawley,  where  he  remained  for  several 
t ears.  He  then  came  back  to  the  old  home  at  Little 
Equinunk,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the 
operation  of  the  farm  when  not  discharging  the 
, duties  of  some  official  position.  He  has  several 
J times  been  elected  to  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and 
for  some  years  was  the  efficient  and  popular  post- 
master at  Braham.  Fraternally  he  is  a prominent 
member  of  Scuddcr  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  politically 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

WILLIAM  DUSENBERRY,  the  present 
postmaster  of  Dingmans  Ferry,  Pike  county,  is  the 
junior  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Smith  & 
Dusenberry,  the  leading  merchants  of  the  village, 
and  as  a public-spirited  citizen  he  is  thoroughly 
interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  material 
welfare  of  the  community. 

A native  of  Pike  county.  Mr.  Dusenberry  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  April  17.  1859,  and  is 
a son  of  Abram  and  Mary  J.  (Stoll)  Dusenberry, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Sussex  county, 
X'.  J.,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
the  spring  of  1856,  when  they  became  residents  of 
Delaware  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  but  in  1861 
thev  returned  to  their  native  county.  There  the 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in 
1867,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  and  wras  buried 
in  Bevans  cemetery,  Xr.  J.  His  children  were  Mar- 
garetta,  deceased;  William;  Susie,  wife  of  John  P. 
Van  Etten.  who  is  engaged  in  the  telephone  business 
at-  Conashaugh,  Pike  county;  and  Edmond,  who 
died  when  young.  After  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band the  mother  married  John  S.  De  Pue.  who  died 
in  1887,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  in  Milford, 
Pike  county.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were 
Mary  E.,  who  is  with  her  mother;  and  Roy,  de- 
ceased. 

Upon  the  home  farm  William  Dusenberry  grew 
to  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  accepted 
a position  as  clerk  with  James  M.  Stoll,  at  Ilaines- 
ville.  X.  J.,  where  he  remained  for  six  months,  re- 
. turning  home  at  the  end  of  that  time.  In  the  follow- 
j ing  fall  he  entered  Coleman’s  Business  College, 
Newark,  X.  J.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  Febru- 
| arv,  1884,  and  until  the  spring  of  1885  he  remained 
on  the  home  farm.  He  was  partner  in  the  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  Smith  & Dusenberry,  at  Layton, 
X'.  J..  until  October,  189T,  when  they  opened  a 
branch  store  at  Dingmans  Ferry.  He  had  previously 
served  as  postmaster  at  Layton,  and  in  October, 
1897,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Dingman's  Ferry, 
! a position  he  is  now  filling  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
| of  all  concerned.  He  is  a first-class  business  man, 

| and  as  a citizen  he  is  enterprising  and  progressive. 
| The  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles,  and  he  is  now  ably  serving 
as  a member  of  the  countv  committee.  Religiously 
i he  holds  membership  in  the  Reformed  Church. 

I On  September  23,  1896,  at  Layton,  X’.  J..  Mr. 
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Dusenberry  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Es- 
tella  M.  Bcvans,  a native  of  that  place,  where  her 
parents,  Dayton  and  Elizabeth  (Schooley)  Bevans, 
still  reside.  Bier  father  was  born  in  1S44,  a son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Bell)  Bevans,  and  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  in  Sandyston  township, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.  In  1866  he  married  Elizabeth 
Schooley,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1846, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Bluff)  Schooley, 
and  two  children  graced  their  union : B'loyd  E„ 
who  married  Elizabeth  Van  Gordon,  and  is  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  at  Egypt  INI  ills,  Penn.,  and 
Estella  M.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

WILLIAM  C.  COURTRIGHT,  the  well 
known  station  agent  and  postmaster  at  Lackawaxen, 
Pike  county,  needs  no  special  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume ; but  the  work  would  be  in- 
complete without  the  record  of  his  life,  as  lie  has 
been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  county  for 
almost  thirty  years. 

Frederick  Courtright,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Greenville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  at  Coleville,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  he  married  Miss  Didamia  Davenport,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Davenport  and  Sarah  (Win- 
field) Davenport.  Her  mother  was  one  of  four 
who  came  to  America  from  Holland  in  early  life. 
After  his  marriage  Frederick  Courtright  made  his 
home  in  Coleville,  X.  J.,  where  he  worked  as  a 
blacksmith  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1859,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years,  after  which  the  mother 
lived  with  our  subject  and  other  sons  until  she,  too, 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1875.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one years.  The  children  of  the  family  were 
as  follows:  Micha,  who  lived  at  Coleville.  and  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years ; Adam,  who  lived  for  some 
years  in  Illinois,  but  died  .at  Matamoras.  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine:  Lydrana  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Decker  Dennis  and  lived  in 
Coleville,  N.  J. ; Alva,  who  followed  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  at  Branchville,  X.  J.,  for  many  vears ; George 
N-,  who  wedded  Mary  Austin,  and  lives  in  Cook 
county,  Minn,  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  j 
during  the  Civil  war  for  three  years,  and  is  a black- 
smith by  trade)  : Tennie.  wife  of  Lewis  Richardson 
of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  who  was  a railroad  employe 
for  some  years,  and  is  now  a police  officer  at  Schhtz 
Park,  that  place:  and  X'ellie  C.  (deceased),  who 
married  James  K.  Osterhout,  who  was  a railroad 
man  living  at  Matamoras,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died 
in  i8q8. 

William  C.  Courtright,  who  completes  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  in  Coleville,  X.  J.,  September  28.  1845. 
and  as  he  was  a mere  boy  when  his  father  died  he 
was  earlv  forced  to  provide  for  his  own  mainteu- 
nance.  For  two  years  he  worked  in  a smithy  with 
his  older  brothers,  and  then  learned  telegraphy, 
serving  as  operator  at  Shohola,  Pike  Co..  Penn.,  for 
one  year,  and  at  several  other  stations  on  the  Erie 
line.  He  was  next  in  the  dispatcher’s  office  at  Port 
Jervis,  Ah  Y..  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Shohola  1 


as  station  agent,  and  remained  at  that  place  fourteen 
vears;  for  the  past  sixteen  years  he  has  been  sta- 
tion agent  at  Lackawaxen. 

At  Shohola,  in  December,  1870.  Mr.  Court- 
right  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Terusha 
Wood,  who  was  born  July  7,  1844,  a daughter  of 
Bradner  and  Elizabeth  (Middaugh)  Wood.  Her 
paternal  grandparents  were  Charles  and  Phcebe 
Wood,  who  were  natives  of  Orange  county,  X.  Y., 
and  there  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  The 
father,  Bradner  Wood,  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
February  2,  1816,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
Pike  county,  Penn.  By  continual  reading  he  has 
always  kept  abreast  of  the  times,  was  an  Abolitionist 
before  the  Civil  war,  and  during  the  early  part  of 
that  struggle  was  in  some  danger,  due  to  his  ad- 
vanced ideas.  When  young  he  traveled  by  water  to 
New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  was  employed  on  pub- 
lic works  for  a time,  but  finally  returned  to  the 
North  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers, 
and  then  overland  to  Pike  countv,  Penn.  In  early 
life  he  was  an  extensive  lumberman,  but  later 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Shohola  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  where  he  and  his  wife  stiil  live, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  1 hey 
were  married  in  Pike  county,  she  being  a native  of 
that  county,  born  May  8,  1818.  and  a daughter  of 
Levi  and  Margaret  (Van  Aukin)  Middaugh.  Mrs. 
Courtright  is  the  eldest  of  their  seven  children,  the 
others  being  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
vears:  Phoebe  (deceased),  who  married  George  It I c- 
Carthy  and  lived  in  Pike  county : Rebecca  J.,  wife  of 
Thomas  Bradford,  of  Shohola  township;  John  F., 
who  married  Rebecca  Stephens,  and  is  now  on  his 
way  to  the  gold  fields  of  Klondike,  having  reached 
Dawson  City.  November  15.  1898:  Hattie  E.  (de- 
ceased), who  married  John  Stark,  and  lived  in  Ding- 
man  township.  Pike  county ; and  Levi  B.,  who  went 
to  Kansas  City,  Kans.,  and  whose  whereabouts  are 
now  unknown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Courtright  have  five 
children:  Charles  G.,  born  December  5,  1873.  has 
been  baggage  master  at  Lackawaxen  for  the  past 
six  vears : Ada.  who  was  graduated  at  the  Port  Jer- 
vis Academy  in  1897.  and  has  successfully  taught 
three  terms  of  school  in  Sullivan  county.  X".  h . ; 
William  B.,  who  also  attended  Port  Jervis  Academy 
and  has  taught  in  Shohola.  Pike  Co..  Penn. : Eliza- 
beth L.,  who  attended  the  same  institution  for  three 
vears.  and  is  now  attending  Jamaica  State  Normal 
School:  and  Tohn  W.,  who  is  preparing  himself  for 
teaching,  and  is  now  at  home. 

Politicallv  Mr.  Courtright’s  views  co’ncde  with 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  at  local 
elections  he  votes  for  the  best  man  regardless  of 
partv  affiliations,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served 
as  township  and  county  committeeman,  and  a<  town- 
ship auditor  at  Shohola.  In  July,  1897.  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Lackawaxen.  and.  as  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  have  never  been  more  capably  or 
satisfactorily  performed,  lie  is  proving  a most 
popular  official.  Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  rc- 
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ligiously  lie  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  while  his  estimable  wife  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JOHN  IRWIX,  a highly  respected  citizen  of 
Wayne  county,  now  living  retired  upon  his  farm 
in  Oregon  township,  was  born  in  Ireland.  March 
26,  1819.  The  first  of  this  family,  of  whom  we 
have  any  authentic  account,  was  his  grandfather, 
John  Irwin,  who  was  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Scotland,  whence  he  removed  to  County  Fer- 
managh, Ireland,  spending  his  last  vears  there.  In 
his  family  were  three  sons:  James,  who  emigrated 
to  Canada,  where  he  died:  John,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  and  Edward,  who  resided  in  Ireland. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born 'in  Scotland,  but 
was  married  in  Ireland.  In  1831  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  first  located  at  Montreal,  Canada,, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  The  family  then 
moved  to  the  Province  of  Ontario,  where  they 
bought  600  acres  of  land  in  .Northumberland  coun- 
ty, and  on  selling  that  farm  went  farther  west,  each 
male  member  of  the  family  taking  up  a tract  of 
land  in  Huron  and  Bruce  counties.  The  children 
were  as  follows:  Francis  William  (now  deceased) 

was  a prominent  man  in  the  Dominion,  holding  the 
offices  of  commissioner  in  the  court  of  the  Queen's 
bench,  notary  public,  officer  in  the  militia,  justice 
of  the  peace,  provincial  land  surveyor  and  post- 
master, and  he  also  had  the  authority  to  issue 
marriage  permits;  John  is  second  in  the  order  of 
birth ; James  took  up  land  in  Canada,  but  afterward 
removed  to  Kalamazoo.  Mich.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred ; Thomas  makes  his  home  in  Wingham, 
Huron  Co.,  Canada;  William  is  a farmer  of  Bel- 
more,  the  same  county;  Mary  lane  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Archibald  Huston  ; Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  John  Abraham:  Elizabeth  died  in  1896. 

The  public  schools  of  Ireland  afforded  our  sub- 
ject his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  o. 
twelve  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
emigration  to  the  New  World,  arriving  at  Mont- 
real, Canada,  at  about  the  time  the  Asiatic  cholera 
first  made  its  appearance  in  America,  and  he  can 
well  remember  seeing  the  dead  bodies  piled  into 
carts  and  hurried  away  through  the  almost  desert- 
ed streets.  In  Wellington,  Ontario,  Canada.  Mr. 
Irwin  was  married,  December  28.  1846,  to  Miss 
Helen  Afflack.  native  of  Scotland,  and  a (laugher 
of  William  and  Janette  (Miller)  Afflack.  Four 
children  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Mary  Jane, 
born  November  8.  1847,  >s  now  deceased:  William, 
born  January  16.  1S40,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years;  William  Afflack.  born  May  20,  1850,  is 
deceased;  and  Helen,  born  April  1,  1852,  is  the 
wife  of  Alex.  Orr.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  April  it,  1852.  Mr.  Irwin*  was  again  mar- 
ried. December  28.  1857,  'n  Pelmorc,  Huron  Co., 
Canada,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mart 
MeFwcn,  a daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  ( Mc- 
Gregor) McEwen,  natives  of  Scotland.  Mrs.  Irwin 
was  born  in  Stirlingshire.  Scotland,  September  30, 


1829,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  Canada.  By  her  marriage  to  our 
subject  she  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
children : Francis  William,  born  December  11. 
1858,  died  June  13,  1859;  John  David,  born  July 
15,  1860,  makes  his  home  in  Lebanon  township. 
Wayne  county:  Margaret,  born  February  27,  1862. 
is  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Searle.  a lawyer  of  Honesdale : 
Elizabeth,  born  May  9,  1864.  died  in  1886:  Charles 
H..  born  in  Honesdale,  July  1.  1866,  is  living- in 
Honesdale;  James  Hamilton,  born  Februarv  10. 
1869,  is  a resident  of  Lebanon  township;  and  Bis- 
marck,  born  April  19,  1871,  now  has  the  farm  and 
is  caring  for  his  parents. 

On  the  Canadian  .frontier  Mr.  Irwin  grew  to 
manhood,  and  during  his  youth  assisted  his  father 
i in  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  a 
new  farm  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  unbroken  for- 
| est.  In  1865  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  near  Honesdale.  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
; he  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  meat 
j business  for  several  years.  In  1880  he  purchased 
\ an  improved  farm  of  thirty  acres  in  Oregon  town- 
ship, upon  which  himself,  wife  and  son  are  now  liv- 
j ing,  the  last  named  having  charge  of  the  farm 
duties,  while  our  subject  practically  lives  retired. 

While  in  Canada  Air.  Irwin  was  appointed 
i first  captain  in  the  militia,  and  as  such  was  re- 
! quired  to  take  an  oath  adhering  forever  to  the 
' government  of  his  birth.  Accordingly,  since  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  he  has  remained  an  alien. 
; not  because  of  anv  unfriendly  feeling  toward  our 
! government,  but  because  he  has  always  felt  that 
1 in  taking  the  oath  of  citizenship  he  would  be  break- 
ing his  former  oath.  He  is  a member  of  the 
i Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  wife  and 
j children  all  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

GEORGE  W.  TISDEL,  well  known  as  the  pro- 
| prietor  of  the  Maplegrove  Stock  Farm,  of  115  acres, 
| manufacturer  of  cider,  cider  vinegar  and  shingles. 
| also  dealer  in  bicycles,  sewing  machines  and  other 
! machinerv,  was  born  October  24.  1840.  a son  of 
j Lawrence  and  Hannah  C.  (Jones)  Tisdel.  natives 
| of  East  Windsor  and  Colchester,  Conn.,  respect- 
ively. _ 

Five  brothers  of  the  An  Tisdel  (as  the  name 
formerlv  was  spelled ) were  noted  swordsmen  of 
Scotland,  from  which  land  they  were  driven  during 
religious  persecution.  They  settled  in  Connecticut, 
and  the  name  remained  An  Tisdel.  until  Lawrence 
Tisdel  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  followed  the 
hatter's  trade  there.  On  April  5.  1822.  he  came 
West,  settling  in  Salem  (now  Lake)  township. 
Wavne  county,  and  erected  a building  for  a hat  fac- 
tory, but  altered  his  plans  and  devoted  the  balance 
of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a man 
of  quiet  disposition,  prominent  in  his  community  be- 
'•  cause  of  his  sterling  worth  and  wisdom,  and  taith- 
[ ful  in  his  attendance  in  the  Methodist  Church.  In 
| politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  took  no  part  outside 
1 of  casting  his  ballot.  He  married  Hannah  C.  J<  tics, 
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ami  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  Fred- 

erick L.,  horn  August  21,  1819,  is  a gardener  near 
1’ittston,  Penn.;  Betsey  H.,  born  December  18,  1820, 
married  Hamlin  Bonaham.  a farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township;  Gilbert,  born  October  30,  1822,  died  De- 
cember 10,  1822  : Oliver,  born  October  22,  1824,  died 
lime  29,  1S28;  Mary,  born  .March  6,  1826,  married 
Robert  Glossinger.  of  Hemlock  Hollow,  Wayne 
county,  and  died  September  9,  1881  ; Esther,  born 
December  1,  1827,  was  twice  married,  her  first  hus- 
band being  James  Thornton,  and  she  is  now  the 
widow  of  Newton  Ivimble,  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Lu- 
ther \Y.,  born  July  25,  1829,  is  a gunsmith  and 
sporting-goods  merchant  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Abner 
G.,  born  December  13,  1830,  an  inventor  and  electri- 
cian of  Brooklyn,  made  in  1853  the  .first  car  run  by 
electricity  (this  car  ran  on  a circle  track,  taking  the 
electric  current  from  a center  post  with  wire  from 
car  to  post,  so  arranged  as  to  not  wind  up  on  the 
post,  similar  to  the  trolley)  ; Julia,  born  April  30, 
1833,  died  September  1.  1833;  Amanda  and  Arme- 
nia (twins),  born  July  30.  1834,  the  former  the  wife 
of  Heth  Bonhan,  a farmer  of  Herrick  Center,  Penn., 
and  the  latter  the  deceased  wife  of  Almond  Carpen- 
ter, of  Abington,  Penn.,  having  been  called  to  her 
final  rest  March  to,  1861  ; Cyrus,  born  July  17,  1836, 
died  May  11,  1838:  Betlmel  I.,  born  December  11, 
1838,  is  now  of  the  firm  of  Ithaca  Calendar  Clock 
Works,  at  Ithaca,  X.  Y. ; George  W.,  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth : Samuel  R.,  born  January 
16,  1844,  >s  a gunsmith  and  dealer  in  sporting  goods 
at  Ithaca,  X.  Y.  Lawrence  Tisdel,  the  father  of 
this  family,  died  January  8.  1888;  his  widow  passed 
away  October  24,  1893.  and  the  remains  of  both  now 
lie  in  the  private  burying  grounds  on  the  old  home 
farm. 

Until  George  W.  Tisdel  was  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  remained  on  the  home  farm,  and  then  went  to 
Scranton,  where  he  entered  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Lackawanna  Iron  & Coal  Co.  After  two  years 
spent  in  learning  the  mysteries  of  the  machinist's 
trade  he  secured  employment  at  Binghamton,  X.  Y., 
in  the  Starr  Arms  Co.,  manufactifVers .of  firearms, 
etc.  His  work  there  gave  great  satisfaction  to  those 
in  charge,  his  fidelity  to  duty  winning  the  attention 
of  the  proprietors  themselves,  and  he  was  given  a 
more  responsible  position  in  the  works  of  the  same 
company  at  Yonkers,  X.  Y.  I11  August.  1862.  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy,  serving  on  the 
"W.  G.  Anderson"  and  the  bark  “Arthur.”  on  the 
blockade  between  the  Rio  Grande  river  and  Galves- 
ton, fourteen  months  as  landsman  on  these  two  ves- 
sels. and  on  October  16.  1863.  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  tlie  Boston  navy  yards.  Boston.  Mass, 
lie  at  once  returned  to  the  works  of  the  Starr  Arms 
Co.,  at  Yonkers,  and  there  remained.until  the  oil  ex- 
citement in  i8f>;.  w hen  he  went  to  Titusville.  Penn., 
and  began  dressing  tools  and  running  an  engine 
at  Prather  Ilill,  near  Pit  Hole:  then  taking  charge 
of  Lol.  Keys  < >il  \\  orks.  His  parents  were  becom- 
ing aged,  and  he  saw  his  duty  to  them  pointed  to  a 
return  to  the  old  farm,  w hich  he  purchased  Novem- 


ber 20,  1867,  and  cared  for  them  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

On  November  18,  1867,  at  Onego,  X.  Y..  Mr. 
Tisdel  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha 
E.  Coover,  by  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Westlake,  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  She  was  a daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Almira  (Cutler)  Coover,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Vermont,  becoming  residents  of  Titusville, 
where  Mr.  Coover  followed  farming.  Besides 
Mrs.  Tisdel,  they  had  children  as  follows:  Har- 

rison, manufacturer  of  brick  at  Titusville;  Oscar, 
an  engineer ; Joanna,  .wife  of  Robert  Dunn,  an  en- 
gineer at  Bradford,  Penn. ; Hannah,  of  Warren. 
Penn.;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Knoel.  an  engineer  in 
the  oil  fields;  Lida,  wife  of  David  Coleman,  con- 
tractor at  Bradford,  Penn.;  Sarah,  of  Titusville; 
David,  an  engineer  at  Bradford  : and  Ellen,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Kirchie.  of  Titusville.  Andrew 
Coover  was  a son  of  George  and  Martha  Coover.  of 
( lerinan  extraction,  wdto  died  in  Crawford  county, 
Penn.  He  died  in  October,  1868.  when  he  was 
fifty-nine  years  of  age  : his  wife  Almira,  daughter  of 
David  Cutler,  of  Vermont,  died  in  July,  1887.  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest  by 
the  side  of  her  husband  in  Titusville.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

George  W.  Tisdel  is  a man  whose  word  carries 
great  weight  in  the  community  in  which  he  dwells. 
His  political  ideas  have  made  him  a pronounced  Re- 
publican. and  he  has  served  as  school  director  for 
three  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lincoln  Club, 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a charter  member  of 
George  Davenport  Post  No.  534,  G.  A.  R..  of  w hich 
he  has  been  three  times  commander.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Pro- 
gressive, wealthy  and  the  possessors  of  a happy, 
beautiful  home,  together  with  the  charming  indi- 
vidual personality,  combine  to  make  him  and  his  wife 
important  factors  in  the  social  world.  Mr.  Tisdel  is 
a good  financier,  and  in  the  world  of  finance  plays  a 
prominent  part  as  an  advisor.  His  infiuen.ee  in  tin’s 
world  is  one  for  good,  sound  advancement  on  con- 
servative principles. 

HENRY  R.  BIESECKER,  an  ex-countv 
commissioner  of  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent residents  of  Stroud  towmship,  and  his  long  and 
useful  life  has  endeared  him  to  all  classes  of  people 
in  the  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  2.  1827.  in  Madi- 
son. Lackawanna  county,  a son  of  John  and  Susan 
( Riegal ) Bicsecker,  the  former  of  w hom  was  born 
September  <>.  1787,  and  reared  in  Bucks  county. 
Penn.  For  some  years  he  followed  the  blacksmith's 
trade  near  Scranton:  but  soon  after  bis  marriage 
he  located  upon  a farm  near  Moscow.  Lackawanna 
county,  where  his  wife  died  in  1849.  He  died  May 
(>,  1 872.  at  Mondovi,  Wisconsin. 

I )ur  subject  was  one  in  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. (1)  Katie,  who  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  married  Peter  Alt.  and  now  resides  in  Buf- 
falo county.  V is.  They  have  children.  John.  Henry. 
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Mary  and  Adam.  (2)  Jacob,  a resident  of  Madi- 
son, Penn.,  married  Matilda  Swartz,  and  lias  chil- 
dren, David,  Andrew,  William  H.,  Hiram,  Ira,  and 
Margaret.  (3)  John,  a resident  of  Buffalo  county, 
Wis.,  died  in  1864.  (4)  Susan  married  William 
Yeager,  of  Lackawanna  county.  (5)  Sallie  mar- 
ried Hiram  Knapp,  of- Mondovi,  W is.  (6)  Charles 
resides  in  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  (7)  Reuben  en- 
listed as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  a wound 
received  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  (8)  Henry  R., 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (9) 
Lucinda  married  Henry  Rowe,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
(10)  Maria  married  John  Pace,  now  a resident  of 
Buffalo  county,  Wis.  (11)  Polly  married  Peter 
Y'eager,  of  Lackawanna  county,  and  died  leaving 
five  children,  Spencer,  Charles,  Ella  (who  married 
Bowen  Swarts),  Mary  (wife  of  Jacob  Krotzer,  of 
Madison,  Penn.),  and  John  (a  lumberman  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.). 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Moscow,  Penn., 
and  on  leaving  school  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  In  December,  1849,  he  married  Miss  Julia 
A.  Edinger,  daughter  of  David  and  Eva  Edinger, 
well  known  residents  of  Cherry  Valley,  Hamil- 
ton township,  Monroe  county.  For  some  time  Mr. 
Biesecker  followed  his  trade  in  Moscow,  where  his 
first  wife  soon  died  leaving  one  son,  Elwood,  who 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  six  years.  On  December 
26,  1852,  Mr.  Biesecker  married  Miss  Catherine  J. 
Edinger,  sister  of  the  first  wife,  and  soon  after  he 
purchased  the  old  Edinger  homestead  in  Cherry 
Valley,  and  for  some  years  he  followed  farming 
there  in  connection  with  his  trade.  In  1867  he  sold 
out  and  bought  his  present  homestead  of  96  acres, 
situated  three  miles  west  of  Stroudsburg,  and  for- 
merly known  as  the  Jacob  Walter  farm.  Politically 
he  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1869  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  his  able  and  faithful  service 
proving  him  to  be  entirely  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  his  constituents.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Meth- 
odist, and  lie  and  bis  family  are  active  members  of 
the  Church  at  Wesley  Chapel,  in  Stroud.  Of  his 
nine  children,  three,  Abram.  Frank  and  William, 
died  in  childhood.  {2)  Alice  M.,  born  August  9. 
1856.  wife  of  Chester  H.  Swarts.  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (4)  John  S.,  born  November  22,  i860, 
is  a dealer  in  dairy  supplies  in  New  York  City.  He 
married  Miss  Ella  Ransbury,  of  Stroud  township, 
and  has  one  son  living.  Royal  K.  (6)  Edgar,  born 
April  13,  1866,  in  Hamilton.  Monroe  county,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lizzie  Riesdorf.  of  New  York,  and  now 
resides  in  Tlasbrook  Heights,  X.  J.  (7)  Charles 
N.,  born  June  26.  186,8.  in  Stroud  township,  and 
now  in  the  employ  of  his  brother  John  in  New  York- 
City,  married  Miss  Annie  Gregorv,  of  Long  Island, 
and  has  one  son,  William  Henry.  18)  Lizzie  E., 
born  July  28,  1871,  on  the  present  homestead,  mar- 
ri  <1  Wi'Iinm  M erring,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
had  two  children,  Frederick  and  Alice.  (9)  Bur- 
ton IT.,  born  June  20,  1876,  at  the  homestead,  is 


not  married,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  his  brother 
John  in  New  York  City. 

Chester  H.  Swarts,  our  subject’s  son-in-law, 
was  born  November  3,  1853,  a son  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Swarts,  prominent  residents  of  Moscow, 
Penn.  Fie  was  educated  chiefly  in  Moscow, and  after 
his  marriage,  in  1S79,  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Biesecker, 
he  followed  the  butcher’s  trade  for  about  three 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Scranton,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  different  linesof  business  until  1893, 
when  he  went  to  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn., 
to  engage  in  dairying.  In  1895  he  purchased  the 
Biesecker  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  made  improvements,  and 
the  entire  tract  is  kept  in'  a fine  state  of  cultivation 
under  his  skillful  management.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  man,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  lines  of  effort  he  has,  at  times, 
dealt  extensively  in  horses.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  lie  and  his  wife  are  devout  Meth- 
odists, attending  Wesley  Chapel,  in  Stroud  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Swarts  was  born  August  9,  1856.  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  received  a 
good  public-school  education,  and  is  a leader  in  a 
cultured  social  circle,  she  and  her  husband  making' 
tbeir  home  the  center  of  a refined  hospitality.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Miss  Lealma  K.  Swarts,  born 
October  30,  1881,  who  has  supplemented  her  course 
in  the  local  schools  of  Pottsville  and  Scranton.  She 
is  especially  proficient  in  music,  and  is  also  fond  of 
outdoor  life,  being  unusually  skilled  in  horseman- 
ship, and  at  any  time  she  may  be  seen  driving 
through  the  picturesque  region  around  her  home 
with  a spirited  pair  of  ponies. 

DAVID  B.  SMITH,  a well  known  farmer  at 
Newfoundland,  Wayne  county, commonly  known  as 
the  Dutch  Flats,  was  born  in  Greene  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  January  24.  1870,  and  is  a son  of 
Louis  R.  Smith,  a retired  farmer  of  Newfoundland. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  also  a native  of 
Pike  county,  borp  in  Palmyra  township,  December 
: 6,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Maria  ( Rock- 
well) Smith,  natives  of  Harmony,  X.  J..  and  Mil- 
ford. Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively.  George  Smith 
was  born  June  30,  1S06.  a son  of  George  and  Mar- 
garet Smith,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  New 
Jersey,  while  liis  wife  was  born  in  April,  1809.  and 
was  a daughter  cf  Louis  and  Rebecca  (Gainsford’l 
Rockwell,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut  an  1 
came  to  Wayne  countv.  Tenu.,  at  an  early  day. 
In  1828  George  Smith,  Jr.,  came  to  Wayne  county, 
where  be  worked  at  his  trade  as  a shoemaker  for 
one  vear.  and  then  moved  to  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  countv,  but  three  years  later  he  returned  to 
New  Jersey,  where  he  spent  a few  years.  lie  was 
next  a resident  of  I uzernc  county,  Penn.,  for  one 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  again  located  in 
Pike  county,  where  he  remained  until,  in  1S42.  he 
came  to  Sterling  township.  Wayne  county.  Here 
he  retired  from  shoemaking  and  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883. 
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His  wife  died  in  18S9,  and  was  laid  by  his  side  in 
.the  South  Sterling  cemetery.  Pike  county.  Both 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church.  " Their  children  were  as  follows: 
PI  ugh  E.,  who  died  in  infancy;  George  G.  and 
Louis  R.,  twins,  the  former  foreman  of  a lumber 
company  at  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  the  latter 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Enteline  E.,  widow  of 
Benjamin  Smith,  and  a resident  of  South  Sterling; 
Tunis  M.,  a hunter  and  farmer  of  Pike  county; 
Levi,  a retired  merchant  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.: 
James  R.,  a farmer  of  South  Sterling,  Penn. ; Han- 
nah J.,  wife  of  Charles  Houck,  a manufacturer  of 
sticks,  toys,  etc.,  at  Houckstown,  Pike  county ; 
John  and  Benjamin  J..  both  farmers  of  that  county; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  Albert  Edwards,  a civil  engineer 
of  Wayne  county;  Francis  M.,  deceased;  Mary, 
wife  of  Theobold  Edwards,  a farmer  of  Norfolk, 
Ya. : and  Samuel,  deceased. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Louis  R. 
Smith  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming,  and  for 
a time  conducted  the  “Hopewell  Hotel.”  Coming 
to  Wayne  county  in  1853,  he  located  at  South 
Sterling,  but  since  1S81  has  resided  at  his  present 
home  in  Newfoundland,  where  he  is  now  living 
retired,  enjoying  a well-earned  rest.  He  is  sur- 
rounded by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  many  excellencies  of  character.  Lie  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Wallenpaupack, 
and  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics.  In  Pike 
county,  January  1,  1854,  Louis  R.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried, by  William  Lancaster,  Esq.,  to  Miss  Christina 
Baillie,  who  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
September  ii.  1835.  a daughter  of  Tames  and 
Christina  (Hunter)  Baillie.  natives  of  New  York 
City  and  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  respectively.  Pier 
paternal  grandparents  were  David  and  Jean  Bail- 
lie,  of  Scotland,  the  former  a sea-faring  man,  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Chris- 
tina Blunter,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  James  Baillie,  who  was  a sign, 
house  and  carriage  painter  by  trade,  died  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.,  in  1883.  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1851,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Their  children 
were  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy;  David,  deceased; 
Tames,  a resident  of  Minnesota:  Marian,  wife  of 

Anthony  A.  Roner.  a farmer  of  Pike  0 unty,  Penn.; 
John,  a farmer  of  Minnesota:  John,  who  is  living  in 
the  West : Ann,  widow  of  Daniel  Bennett,  and  a 
resident  of  Louisville,  Kv. ; and  Christina,  mother 
of  our  subject.  In  the  family  of  Louis  R.  and 
Christina  Smith  are  the  following  children:  Charles 
E.,  born  December  15,  1855,  married  Theressa 
Stark,  and  is  a farmer  of  South  Sterling,  renn. ; 
Rev.  Horace  A.,  born  October  3 u,  1858,  married 
Susie  A.  Robackcr,  and  i a resident  .of  South 
Canaan.  Wavne  county:  Louis  B.,  born  April  23. 
18O0,  married  Jennie  Hoover,  and  resides  in  Scran- 
ton. Penn.:  Ernest  E..  born  August  20,  18b’,  wed- 
ded Mary  Banks,  and  is  deceased:  George  A.,  born 
June  1,  1865,  is  prothonotary  of  Wayne  county; 


j Hugh  B.,  born  October  8,  1867,  married  Minnie 
j Hinkley,  and  is  a traveling  salesman,  residing  in 
Nicholson,  Penn.;  and  David  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
1 sketch,  completes  the  family.  The  mother  of  these 
j passed  away  November  30,  1899. 

Until  eleven  years  of  age  David  B.  Smith  was 
J reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  he  then  accompanied 
j his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  hotel  in  New- 
foundland, which  he  so  successfully  conducted.  In 
1888  he  went  to  Scranton,  ■where  he  remained  nine 
months,  but  on  December  30,  1889,  returned  to 
Newfoundland  and  took  charge  of  the  hotel.  Being 
a genial  and  obliging  landlord,  his  house  became  a 
favorite  with  the  traveling  public,  and  received  a 
liberal  patronage.  He  has  just  completed  the 
"Central  House,”  at  Newfoundland.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  at 
Newfoundland,  while  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 

On  November  22,  1893.  at  Newfoundland,  Mr. 
Smith  was  married,  bv  Rev.  J.  W.  Widell,  to  Miss 
Clara  L.  Waltz,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son, 
who  died  in  infanev.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a daughter  of 
George  L.  and  Magdeline  C.  ( Rohrbacker  1 Waltz, 
of  Newfoundland,  where  the  father  is  successfully 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  and  the  cream- 
1 ery  business.  She  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
i in  their  family  of  three  children,  the  others  being 
Edward  W.,  a prominent  farmer  of  Newfoundland, 
who  married  Mary  C.  Beisecker;  and  Frank  D., 
who  married  Emma  A.  Beehn,  and  is  now  in  part- 
nership with  his  father. 

BENJAMIN  V.  GRAY,  a well  known  and 
popular  citizen  of  Berlin  township,  and  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  tlie  honored  old  families  of 
Wayne  county,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  that 
township,  February  21,  1854,  a son  of  Benjamin 
PL  and  Catherine  (Barnes)  Gray.  The  father 
was  born  in  Lackawaxen,  Penn.,  and  was  a son  of 
Tohn  and  Mary  (Holbert)  Gray;  while  the  mother 
was  also  born  in  Pike  county,  and  was  a daughter 
of  John  and  Betsy  ( Holbert ) Barnes,  tlie  latter  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Holbert,  a prominent  set- 
tler of  the  Delaware  valley,  in  Pike  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Coming  to  Wayne  county  at  an  early  day, 
Benjamin  H.  Grav  located  on  a farm  in  Berlin 
township,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  developed 
a good  farm.  He  was  a farmer  and  lumberman 
by  occupation,  and  was  a successful  fisherman  and 
hunter,  killing  many  bears,  wolves,  foxes  and 
other  wild  game  in  those  earlv  days.  Pic  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support, 
and  his  wife  was  ever  in  harmony  with  its  teach- 
i ings.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  efficiently  served  as  a member  of  the 
i school  board.  lie  died  in  November,  1887,  at  tbe 
j age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
I March  6,  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  her 
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death  occurring  in  Peckville,  Penn. ; she  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  that 
place.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were 
thirteen  children,  who  in  order  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: John  1!.:  Decatur,  deceased  : William  D. ; 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Sfearnes : Benjamin  Y. : E.  Alice, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years:  Mrs.  Catherine 
A.  Breidenstein.  of  Honesdale ; Mrs.  Margaret 
Pethick,  of  Poyntelle,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Amanda  A. 
Loomis,  of  Peckville;  Mrs.  Rosa  A.  Hartson,  of 
Delaware  county,  X.  Y. ; Mrs.  Emma  Y.  Gibson, 
of  Peckville;  Charles  X.,  of  Oliphant,  Penn.;  and 
George  H.,  of  Peckville. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  habits 
of  industry  and  honesty  upon  the  home  farm  in 
Berlin  township,  his  scholastic  training  being  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  married.  Xovember  24,  1881,  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces D.  Buckingham,  a successful  and  popular 
teacher,  who  was  also  reared  and  educated  in 
Wayne  county.  Her  father,  the  late  John  Buck- 
ingham. was  for  many  rears  one  of  the  leading  and 
highly-respected  citizens  of  Berlin  township.  He 
was  born  October  28.  1826.  in  Cornwall.  England, 
a son  of  Digery  and  Elizabeth  ( Haines ) Bucking- 
ham, also  natives  of  Cornwall,  where  the  father 
died.  Subsequently  the  mother  came  to  America, 
bringing  her  five  children,  namely : Richard ; Cath- 
erine. who  married  Ambrose  Davie,  now  deceased ; 
Digery,  a resident  of  California:  John:  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  when  a young  woman.  The  mother 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and 
died  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

John  Buckingham  was  a lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  accompanied  his  mother  on  the  emigration 
to  the  Xew  World.  They  located  near  the  Haines 
farm  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  which  he 
helped  to  clear,  and  during  his  boyhood  he  also  en- 
gaged in  boating  on  the  canal  for  two  years.  To 
a limited  extent  he  had  attended  school  in  England, 
but  by  practical  experience  he  became  a well-in- 
formed man  on  general  topics.  In  1855  be  married 
Enuna  Dony,  who  was  also  born  in  England,  but 
was  onlv  three  vears  old  when  brought  to  the  LTn- 
ted  States  by  her  parents,  John  and  Frances 
(Cawrse)  Dony,  the  latter  being  the  fourth  Fran- 
ces in  her  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dony  were  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Bethany,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Dy- 
berry,  Wavne  county,  at  advanced  ages.  Of  their 
seven  children,  six  reached  years  of  maturity, 
namely:  Mrs.  Emma  Buckingham.  Mrs.  Jane 

Blake,  George,  John,  Mrs.  Mary  Short  (a  widow!, 
Fannv  (wife  of  William  Kai slake,  of  Michigan) . 
and  Ella  (wife  of  Henry  Karslake,  of  Long  Island, 
X.  V.).  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Buckingham  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Frances  D..  wife 

of  our  subject:  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  Wallace  Spry: 
Sarah  IE,  wife  of  * ieorge  Spry,  of  Berlin  township; 
Rebecca  A.  Buckingham,  of  Forest  City.  Penn.; 
William  D.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  : Emma 
G.,  of  Forest  City ; and  John  R.,  of  Damascus 


township,  Wayne  county.  The  father  departed 
this  life  October  4,  1894.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber and  liberal  supi>orter  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  trustee  and  steward,  and 
was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican partv. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gray  purchased  the 
William  Molaney  farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Berlin 
township,  which  nas  been  his  nome  for  some  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  places  of  its  size  in 
tne  locality.  The  soil  is  rich,  and  being  well  cul- 
tivated,  has  nroved  very  productive,  and  upon  the 
place  is  also  a good  bearing  orchard,  while  the 
buildings  are  neat  and  attractive.  The  children 
born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  Mabel  A.,  Frances 
E.,  William  B.,  Lewis  Y.  and  Catherine  W. 

Reared  a Republican,  Mr.  Gray  has  always 
been  a stanch  supporter  of  that  party,  and  has 
labored  earnestly  for  its  interests,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  Xow,  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  is 
acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  best  farmers  and 
most  useful  and  valued  citizens  of  his  community, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  or  material  welfare  of  his  township 
or  county.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Beach  Lake, 
in  which  he  serves  as  steward.  F'or  several  years 
he  was  both  steward  and  Sunday-school  teacher  in 
the  Church  at  Yine  Hill,  while  Mrs.  Gray  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  before  her  marriage, 
and  organist  for  ten  years. 

JOHX'  F.  LEE,  an  able  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wavne  County,  was  born  December  12,  1839.  on  the 
farm  where  he  still  continues  to  make  his  home.  Fie 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
the  county,  his  parents  being  ITorace  and  Catherine 
(Hamlin)  Lee,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts, respectively.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Yene  Lee,  who  was  a resident  of  Litchfield.  Conn., 
was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  union  he  had  one 
son.  Horace,  the  father  of  our  subject.  After  her 
death,  when  Horace  was  about  fourteen  years  old. 
he  wedded  a Miss  Griffin,  and  by  her  had  one  son. 
John,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years  old. 

Horace  Lee  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1792. 
and  came  to  Wayne  county  Penn.,  with  his  father 
about  1812.  They  settled  on  500  acres  of  land.  200 
of  which  are  owned  by  our  subject,  John  F.  Lee. 
Horace  spent  his  entire  life  as  a farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Hamlin,  who  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts in  171)0.  and  was  a sister  of  Judge  Butler  Ham- 
lin. mentioned  elsewhere.  Horace  Lee  died  in  Sep- 
tember, iSbj.  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epi-- 
eopal  Church,  passed  away  in  December.  18B9.  aged 
seventy-seven,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Canaan 
Corners  cemetery.  Wayne  county.  Politically,  he 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  partv.  Of 
their  children.  Eliza  lived  with  our  subject  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  1891  : Fernanda  L.  married 
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George  A.  Stockweather,  now  a retired  merchant  of 
W'ayniart,  Wayne  county  (she  died  in  1869)  ; Uald- 
win  H.  is  a farmer  of  Minnesota;  Carlton  O.  died 
in  Kansas  in  1893 ; Hannah  died  at  the  age  of  three 
rears;  Lucy  A.  is  the  wife  of  John  Warner,  a stock- 
man  of  Kansas;  and  John  lr.  completes  the  family. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  early  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  farm  work,  and  is  now  acknowledged  to  be  one  of 
the  best  and  most  skillful  agriculturists  of  South 
Canaan  township.  His  education  was  limited  to  that 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  the  day,  and  one 
year  at  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn.  He 
was  married  at  Purdytown,  Wayne  county,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1868,  by  Rev.  William  Callender,  a Baptist 
minister,  to  Miss  Adelaide  V.  Purdy,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children:  Earl  M.  and  Cora,  who 

both  died  of  scarlet  fever  aged  five  and  seven  years, 
respectively ; Harry  H.,  who  taught  school  in  South 
Canaan  township  (lie  is  a graduate  of  the  Waymart 
Normal  Institute)  ; and  Daisy  A.  and  Ro\  A.,  both 
at  home. 

Mrs.  Lee  was  born  in  Purdyville,  Wayne  county, 
April  14,  1843,  a daughter  of  Reuben  R.  and  Clara 
(Purdy)  Purdy,  who  were  distant  blood  relations. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Rev.  William  Purdy,  was 
a Baptist  minister  of  New  York  State.  Airs.  Lee's 
parents  both  died  in  Wayne  county,  the  mother  in 
1844,  aged  forty  years,  the  father  in  1879,  a,ged 
seventy-eight  years,  and  were  buried  at  Purdyville. 
He  was  a farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation,  and 
was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community,  being  elected  to  various  offices, 
including  that  of  commissioner  of  Wayne  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  active  workers  and  liberal 
supporters  in  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  be- 
longed. 

In  the  Purdy  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren : Percis  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Leonard,  a 

retired  farmer  of  Central  Valley,  N.  Y. ; Darius  G. 
is  a hardware  merchant  of  Carbondale.  Penn. ; Lecta 
died  unmarried:  Andrew  and  ATartin  are  both  de- 
ceased: Delimla  is  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Weiss, 
a farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
Penn.;  Franklin  is  a farmer  of  Purdyville:  Adelaide 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject ; and  Sylvanus  is  a retired 
hardware  merchant  of  Carbondale,  Pcnnsvlvania. 

Air.  Lee  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  all  of 
the  township  offices,  being  an  efficient  school  direc- 
tor for  twelve  years  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  five  years.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat. and  religiously  is  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  trustees.  lie  has  traveled  extensively,  some 
twenty  years  ago  visiting  the  West,  and  later  with 
his  wife  spent  one  summer  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
lie  takes  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  progress  and  development  of  his 
native  county,  and  is  justly  numbered  among  its 
valued  and  useful  citizens,  as  his  support  is  never 
withheld  from  any  object  which  he  believes  will 
prove  of  public  benefit.  Air.  Lee  is  a Free  Afason, 
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being  a member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  442,  Waymart, 
Penn.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  531,  South 
Canaan,  and  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  No.  898, 
of  South  Canaan. 

HENRY  S.  BUSH,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Smithfield  township,  Alonroe  county,  was  born  in 
that  township  in  August,  1845,  and  is  a descendant 
j of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  coun- 
I tv.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry  Bush,  a native 
of  Germany,  was  one  of  its  earliest  settlers,  and 
since  his  time  members  of  the  family  have  been 
actively  identified  with  the  development  and  pros- 
perity of  this  region. 

John  C.  Bush,  our  subject's  grandfather,  lo- 
j cated  near  Craig's  Aleadows,  where  he  erected  a 
j building  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  a 
j number  of  years.  His  worthy  wife,  whose  maiden 
j name  was  Hannah  Arndt,  died  in  October,  1858. 
Soon  thereafter  he  discontinued  the  hotel  business 
and  lived  with  his  children  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  February,  1867.  In  1843  he  purchased 
a farm  near  Alarshall's  Creek,  which  he  rented 
I until  1S65.  when  he  sold  it  to  his  son  Daniel 
I A.  He  took  quite  a prominent  part  in  public 
j affairs,  and  was  elected  county  commissioner,  which 
office  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
j entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In  his  fam- 
j ily  were  five  children : ( 1 ) Samuel  married  and 

j moved  to  Shelby  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
j agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  He  left  one 
son,  John  S.,  who  is  married,  has  a family,  and  still 
resides  in  Shelby  county.  (2)  Andrew  married 
Susan  Brutzman,  of  Alonroe  county,  and  after  his 
marriage  moved  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  followed  farming  some  years.  He  then  went 
to  Meshoppen,  Wyoming  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  made  his  home  until  called  to 
his  final  rest,  his  wife  dying  at  the  same  place. 
Their  children  were  Sylvester ; James  : A ‘an  : Emma 
J.;  Hannah,  wife  of  Benjamin  Custard,  of  AYyalus- 
j ing,  Penn. ; Airs.  Lizzie  Sterling,  a resident  of 
j Wilkes  Barre,  Penn  ; Albina  and  Cora  Bell,  who 
| both  died  unmarried.  (3)  Catherine,  born  at 
j Craig's  Aleadows.  married  Alichael  Shearbaugh, 
of  Alonroe  county,  and  they  moved  to  Shelbv  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  both  died,  leaving  four  children: 

! Caroline,  Alarietta.  Catherine  and  John.  (41  Eliza- 
j betli.  born  in  Smithfield  township.  Alonroe  countv. 
; married  David  Yettcr.  of  the  same  township,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  called  from  this  life. 
They  are  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  sketch  of 
' their  son,  ATartin  Yetter. 

Daniel  A.  Bush,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
at  Craig's  Aleadows.  Alonroe  county,  in  Tune,  1S19, 
grew  to  manhood  in  Smithfield  township,  and  re- 
j eeived  a good  common-school  education,  which  well 
qualified  him  to  successfully  engage  in  school  teach- 
j ing  in  Alonroe  county  for  several  terms.  In  Oc- 
I tober,  1844,  he  married  Aliss  Ann  Eliza  Javnc.  who 
' was  born  in  Alii  ford,  Penn.,  in  July,  1819,  a daugh- 
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ter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Shoemaker)  Jayne,  who 
belonged  to  old  and  prominent  families  of  Pike 
county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bush  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Smithfield  township,  and 
later,  for  a number  of  years,  managed  his  father's 
farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  our  subject.  In  1S59 
he  moved  to  Craig’s  Meadows  and  took  charge  of 
his  father’s  hotel,  which  he  conducted  for  six  years, 
but  in  1865  purchased  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  erected  a large  two-story  house.  In  1848 
he  and  his  father  had  erected  thereon  a com- 
modious barn,  and  in  1877  he  built  another  com- 
modious residence  for  his  younger  son,  Julius  F. 
Bush,  now  a resident  of  East  Stroudsburg.  Upon 
this  farm  Mr.  Bush  died  in  January,  1S79,  honored 
and  respected  by  the  entire  community.  He  was 
always  identified  with  the  old  Democratic  party, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of  local 
offices.  His  wife  made  her  home  with  her  children 
after  his  death,  and  she,  too,  passed  away  in  1S93. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  three 
children.  (2)  Blandena,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship in  April,  1848,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  married  George  M.  D.  Huffman,  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
they  now  reside  on  his  farm.  Their  children  are 
Le  Roy,  who  married  Nettie  Strunk,  and  lives  in 
the  same  township : Charles  P.  and  Lewis  B.,  both 
at  home.  (3)  Julius  F..  born  December  17,  1851, 
was  married  in  1874  to  Esther  A.  Price,  of  Barrett 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  for  seven  years 
thereafter  had  charge  of  the  old  home  farm.  In 
1884  he  removed  to  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
purchased  real  estate,  and  is  still  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. He  had  six  children:  Lewis  D.  (a  glass- 

blower  by  occupation),  Nettie,  C.  W allace,  A.  Roe, 
Fred  and  Harold. 

Amid  rural  scenes  Henry  S.  Bush  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  attending  both  public  and  select 
schools  of  Monroe  county,  and  assisting  in  the  farm 
and  hotel.  In  1S63,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
he  commenced  teaching  school  in  that  county,  and 
continued  to  follow  that  profession  here  until  1869, 
when  he  went  to  Walworth  county,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  same  occupation.  In  1870  he 
went  overland  by  team  to  Mitchell  county,  Ivans., 
and  in  Cowley  county,  that  State,  secured  a tract 
of  government  land  by  pre-emption.  For  three 
years  he  devoted  his  attention  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation,  but  in  1873  returned  to  Pennsylva- 
nia and  operated  his  father’s  farm  for  four  years, 
again  going  to  Kansas  at  the  end  of  that  time.  In 
July,  1S78,  on  account  of  his  father's  ill  health,  he 
returned  home,  and  in  1883  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  still  resides.  Politically  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party 
as  advocated  by  Andrew  Jackson.  * He  lias  always 
been  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, is  a man  of  upright  character  and  sterling 
worth,  and  is  highly  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

In  1884  Mr.  Bush  married  Miss  Malvina 
Mosier,  who  was  born  in  1858,  a daughter  of  Frank-  I 


lin  and  Hannah  Mosier,  leading  citizens  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county.  She  was 
educated  in  select  schools  of  the  county,  was  a lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  was  one  of  its  suc- 
cessful teachers  for  several  years.  She  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
took  an  active  part  in  religious  work,  and  made 
many  friends  throughout  the  community.  She  died 
after  a short  married  life  of  only  ten  months,  and 
her  death  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned. 

GEORGE  S.  MITCHELL,  a well  known 
farmer  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  there  October  18,  1846,  a son  of  Bateman  S. 
Mitchell,  also  a native  of  Wayne  county.  The 
grandfather,  Isaac  Mitchell,  came  here  with  four 
brothers,  and  members  of  the  family  have  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  this  region.  They  were  of  English 
descent.  Nathan  Mitchell,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  once  taken  by  the  Indians,  and 
narrowly  escaped  freezing  to  death. 

Isaac  Mitchell  married  Ursula  Smith,  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  related  to  Lord  Bateman's 
family,  and  ten  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Mrs.  Electa  Flu  lit ; Mrs.  Viletta  Gavitt;  Mary  Ann, 
wife  of  John  Y.  Tyler,  of  Damascus  township; 
Bateman  S.,  father  of  our  subject;  Albert,  a resi- 
dent of  Plallstead,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.;  Elmira, 
wife  of  J.  Wood ; Oliver,  who  died  in  Kansas ; Mrs. 
Betsy  Jane  Boyd,  of  Damascus  township ; David,  of 
Berlin  township,  Wayne  county;  and  Nathan,  of 
Flallstead,  Penn.  Isaac  Mitchell,  who  was  a miller 
by  occupation,  died  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  nine- 
ty-three years,  and  his  wife  reached  the  age  of 
ninety-one. 

Bateman  S.  Mitchell,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  in  Wayne  county,  and  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Stewart,  daughter  of  Alexander  Stewart. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children  : George 

S. ; Apply  L.,  of  Damascus  township ; Stewart  A. ; 
and  Adelaide,  wife  of  Thomas  Buscher,  also  of 
Damascus  township.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  the  father  followed  farming  and  lumber- 
ing, and  was  known  as  an  expert  hunter,  killing 
many  deer  and  other  wild  game  so  plentiful  in 
early  days.  Politically  he  was  a pronounced  Demo- 
crat, and  in  religious  belief  was  a Baptist.  Fie 
died  December  25,  1895,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother,  also 
a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Buscher,  of  Damascus 
township. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  George  Mitch- 
ell remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  not  only 
i acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of  farm  life,  but 
also  became  familiar  with  lumbering  on  the  river, 
while  his  literary  education  was  obtained  in  tlic  dis- 
trict schools.  In  1878  he  located  upon  his  preseut 
farm  of  seventy-two  acres  in  Damascus  township, 
which  under  his  careful  supervision  liar  become  one 
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of  the  most  desirable  places  of  the  locality.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  ventures,  j 
and  has  become  much  interested  in  bee  culture,  : 
having'  a large  apiary  upon  his  farm. 

In  18G8  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  R.  Martin,  a native  of  Sterling,  Wayne 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Martin,  who  1 
was  born  in  January,  1813.  Her  grandparents, 
William  and  Mary  (Mertiand)  Martin,  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  and  the  parents  of  eight  children. 

In  1832,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  Nathaniel 
Martin  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  after  spending  : 
three  years  in  Philadelphia,  he  bought  200  acres  of 
laud  at  Salem,  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  a time.  Later  he  sold  that  land  and  pur- 
chased a farm  at  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  He 
married  Alary  Ann  Cross,  a native  of  Sterling, 
daughter  of  Ed  Cross,  ana  to  them  were  born  eight 
children:  William  Edgar  and  Robert  M.,  who 

were  both  soldiers  in  the  Civil  wai  ; Airs.  Frances 
Ridgeway,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Alo. ; Alary,  wife 
of  Charles  Wright,  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Martha, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Nathaniel,  a resident  of  Da- 
mascus township;  Oliver,  of  Salem;  and  George, 
of  Sterling.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  de- 
parted this  life  in  1S56.  Subsequently  Air.  Mar- 
tin married  Sarah  G.  Cross,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children : Thomas  E.,  William  J.,  Henry  and  W.  G. 

The  children  born  to  Air. and  Airs.  Alitchell  are 
Ora  E.,  of  Wayne  county,  who  was  educated  at 
Honesdale  and  Hallstead,  Penn.;  Louie  AI„  wife  of 
Scott  Bush, of  Jersey  City;  Vernie  £.,  wife  of  Leslie 
Bush,  of  Damascus  township;  and  Alerle  B.,  at 
home.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the 
esteem  of  their  fellow'  citizens.  Air.  Alitchell  is  a 
mkn  of  broad  and  liberal  view's,  is  a stalwart  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all 
measures  for  the  public  good. 

REINHARD  R.  AVARG  (deceased)  was  for 
several  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
men  and  valued  citizens  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county. 
He  was  of  foreign  birth,  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  1 
June  6,  1836,  but  performed  his  duties  of  citizen-  j 
ship  with  a loyalty  equal  to  that  of  any  native  son 
of  America.  He  was  killed  while  on  a pleasure 
trip,  February  25,  1883.  A party  of  friends,  num- 
bering twenty-eight,  were  in  a bus  to  which  four 
horses  were  attached.  The  road  being  very  slip- 
pery with  ice,  the  vehicle  went  over  an  embank-  I 
ment.  and  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  party  killed. 

In  1852  Mr.  Warg  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents,  Carl  and  Wilhelmina  (Aleinel)  Warg,  j 
who  first  located  at  Wilsonvillc,  \Yayne  county,  but 
a year  later  came  to  Hawley,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  shocmaking.  There  he  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  mother  in  1876, 
aged  sixty-six.  Both  were  earnest  and  faithful 
members  of  the  German  Congregational  Church.  1 
Their  children  were  Amelia,  now  the  wife  of  Alich-  1 


ael  Koelmlein,  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio;  Carl,  who  died 
in  Chicago,  111. ; Reinharu  R. ; Louisa,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Hess,  aiul  died  in  Newark,  N.  J. ; anil 
Augusta,  who  tirst  married  Frank  Kamsel,  and 
after  his  death  wedded  John  Davies,  foreman  of  a 
hardware  store  in  Alilwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

The  first  two  years  after  his  arrival  in  Wayne 
county,  Reinhard  R.  Warg  worked  in  a sawmill, 
and  then  went  to  Allentown,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a woolen  mill.  He  was  an  active 
worker  and  class-leader  in  the  German  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  that  place.  Returning  to  Hawley 
in  1859,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  with  his  father,  and  continued  to  work 
for  him  until  the  father's  death,  when  he  took  charge 
ot  the  business,  later  establishing  a regular  shoe 
store  which  he  successfully  conducted  until  he  too 
was  called  from  this  life.  He  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers and  president  of  the  Hawley  Alaennerchor.  and 
also  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  to 
which  he  belonged.  A man  of  known  reliability, 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  responsible  positions 
in  both  public  and  private  life,  serving  as  guardian 
for  three  different  families.  Lie  was  charitable  and 
benevolent,  and  always  took  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  Church  work.  The  Democratic  party 
found  in  hint  a stanch  supporter,  but  he  never  cared 
for  political  honors.  However,  he  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  education,  served  creditably  as  school  di- 
rector for  six  years,  declining  a renomination  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  graded 
school  in  Hawley. 

At  Hawley,  August  23,  1863,  Air.  Warg  mar- 
ried Afiss  Alary  E.  Koesting,  Rev.  Frankford,  a 
German  Reformed  minister,  officiating.  She  was 
born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  February  6,  1844,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Jenetta  (Everling)  Koesting,  of 
the  same  Province,  who,  in  1854,  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  where  the 
father  worked  in  a mill.  The  mother  died  in  June, 
1854,  just  three  weeks  after  her  arrival  in  that 
place,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  In  i860  Air. 
Koesting  came  to  Hawley,  where  he  conducted  a 
meat  market  for  three  years,  and  for  the  following 
six  years  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Alilford, 
Penn.,  where  lie  subsequently  lived  retired  until  his 
death  in  1S90,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  In  1858 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Aleyer,  of  Hamilton, 
Penn.,  who  died  in  Alilford,  in  1887.  The  children, 
bern  to  them  were  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  yrears : and  Anna,  now  the  wife  of 
Lawn  Greening,  a drover,  of  Alilford.  By  his  first 
marriage  Air,  Koesting  had  six  children:  Carl, 
who  died  in  Germany ; Frederick,  who  died  in  New 
York,  in  1S91  ; Philipenna,  wife  of  George  Jacobs, 
who  is  employed  in  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  shops 
in  Hawley;  Alary  E..  widow  of  our  subject:  Lena, 
who  first  married  Lafayette  Waldo,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  Harry  Ross,  a barber  of  Port  Jer- 
vis, N.  Y. ; and  Charles,  who  is  superintendent  of  the 
large  dry-goods  store  of  James  AlcCreery  in  New 
York. 
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The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warg  were 
as  follows:  Reinhard  F.,  who  now  owns  and  con- 
ducts the  shoe  store  left  by  his  father,  married  Rosa 
Merz,  and  has  two  children,  Reinhard  and  Lizzetta ; 
Carl  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years : Amelia  died 
at  the  age  of  six : Frederick  died  at  the  age  of  three  : 
Frank  is  a printer  living  in  New  York  City;  Au- 
gusta, who  was  an  accomplished  musician  and 
played  the  organ  at  Church  from  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  died  when  sixteen  ; Lena  is  with  her  mother, 
and  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Mr.  Warg 
left  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and 
they  occupy  a prominent  place  in  the  social  circles 
of  the  community.  Mrs.  Warg,  who  is  a lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  business  ability,  conducted  the 
store  for  five  years  after  her  husband's  death,  and 
then  sold  to  her  son.  Both  mother  and  son  have 
for  many  years  been  teachers  in  the  Sunday-school, 
and  are  leading  and  influential  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Congregational  Church. 

DWIGHT  CHAPMAN  is  pleasantly  located 
upon  a fine  farm  of  146  acres  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  countv,  where  he  is  industriously  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  brought  the  land  j 
to  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  improvements  | 
which  we  see  to-day  have  been  effected  by  his  in- 
dustry, perseverance  and  good  judgment.  The 
farm  buildings  are  neat  and  substantial,  and  with 
their  surroundings  present  the  picture  of  the  com- 
plete country  home. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  in  Portland,  Mid- 
dlesex Co.,  Conn.,  May  30,  1837,  a son  of  Ralph 
Chapman,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject  remained 
with  his  parents,  not  leaving  home  until  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Lavina  Andrews,  which  occurred 
March  1 1 , 1858,  at  Waymart.  Wayne  county,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  Siperon  Carr,  Esq. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Florance,  a farmer  of  Salem  township, 

married  Miss  Percie  Polley:  Delazine  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years ; Arthur  died  at  the  age  of  one  and 
one-half  years;  Ida  M.  married  Florance  Good- 
rich, who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Salem  town- 
ship ; Earl  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Chapman  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
February  24,  1839,  a daughter  of  Adrial  ami 
Eleanor  (McCabe)  Andrews,  natives  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  Canada,  respectively.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  was  John  Andrews.  Fler  parents  be- 
came acquainted  and  were  married  in  Salem  town- 
shin.  Wayne  countv,  and  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  that  section,  where  they  made  their  home 
during  their  entire  married  life.  1 he  father  be- 
came a well-to-do  and  prosperous  business  man, 
engaging  in  farming,  the  sawmill  business,  and  the 
manufacture  of  wagons,  and  at  0116  time  he  was 
also  interested  in  the  undertaking  business.  He 
died  in  1881,  aged  eighty-five  years,  the  mother  in 
1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  both  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Salem  cemetery.  Three  children  were 


born  to  them:  Nancy,  who  died  when  young;  and 
Lucina  and  Lavina,  twins,  the  former  the  wife  of 
David  Abbey,  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  and 
the  latter  the  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father 
was  three  times  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a part  of  their  present  farm,  as  she  owned 
101  acres  of  it  at  that  time.  In  1892  he  purchased 
forty-five  acres,  and  now  has  146  acres  of  as  fine 
farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  township.  In 
October,  1862,  he  joined  the  "boys  in  blue,"  enlist- 
ing for  nine  months  in  Capt.G.  B.  Hubble's  Com- 
pany, 169th  P.  V.  I.  He  was  on  guard  duty  all  of 
the  time,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  en- 
listment was  mustered  out  at  Philadelphia  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  He  is  now  a prominent  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  politics  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  For  three  years  he 
has  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  as  supervisor  of  the  township  for  two 
sears.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has  made  him 
quite  popular  with  all  classes,  and  as  a public- 
spirited,  enterprising  man  he  is  recognized  as  a 
valuable  citizen  of  the  community. 

WILLIAM  D.  BUCKINGHAM,  a progress- 
ive and  enterprising  farmer  of  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  lo- 
cality, his  birth  occurring  in  the  township  Septem- 
ber 22,  1864,  and  he  is  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  most  honored  and  highly  respected 
families  of  the  community. 

John  Buckingham,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject,-was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  October  28, 
1826,  a son  of  Digery  Buckingham,  who  died  in 
that  country.  In  1839  the  widowed  mother  with 
her  five  children  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United 
j States,  and  took  up  her  residence  upon  a tract  of 
| wild  timberland  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  coun- 
! ty,  which  the  son,  John  Buckingham,  later  trans- 
I formed  into  a good  farm.  The  first  log  house  was 
| replaced  by  a good  frame  residence,  erected  on  a 
j natural  building  site ; barns  were  built : an  orchard 
j set  out,  and  the  land  placed  under  a high  state  of 
j cultivation.  Mr.  Buckingham  met  with  marked 
j success  in  his  labors  as  an  agriculturist  and  be- 
j came  quite  well-to-do  financially.  He  married  Miss 
j Emma  Donv,  who  in  every  possible  way  aided  him  in 
I his  undertakings,  proving  a most  faithful  helpmeet. 

| Her  father,  John  Donv,  was  also  a native  of  Corn- 
j wall,  England,  and  died  in  Bethany,  Penn.,  highly 
I esteemed  bv  all  who  knew  him.  To  John  and 
; Emma  (Donv)  Buckingham  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Frances  D.,  Mrs.  Benjamin  \ . Gray: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Wallace  Spry,  of  Berlin  town- 
ship: Sarah  E.,  wife  of  George  Spry,  of  the  same 
township:  Rebecca,  a resident  of  Forest  City, 
Penn.;  William  D.,  of  this  sketch;  Emma  G.,  aLo 
of  Forest  City;  and  John  R.,  who  lived  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  now  resides  on  a farm  in  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  which  he  pur- 
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chased  (he  was  married  March  22,  1899,  to  Blanche 
Woodley,  daughter  of  Fred  Woodley).  The  fa- 
ther departed  this  life  in  1894,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  She  and  most  of  her  children  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  the  father  also  belonged.  He 
took  a very  active  and  prominent  part  in  its  work, 
gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support,  and  his 
aid  was  never  withheld  from  any  measure  which 
he  believed  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

Amidst  rural  scenes  William  D.  Buckingham 
grew  to  manhood,  his  early  life  being  spent  in  as- 
sisting in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  local  schools,  where  he  acquired  a good 
practical  education.  He  now  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  as  a farmer  ranks  among  the  best  in 
Berlin  township,  as  a business  man  is  prompt, 
energetic  and  reliable,  and  as  a citizen  is  worthy 
of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  bv  all  who 
know  him.  On  October  23.  1890,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Saunders,  who  was 
also  born  and  reared  in  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Grace  (Brock)  Saunders,  promi- 
nent residents  of  Berlin  township.  Two  children 
grace  this  union : Stella  and  Joseph  William. 

DANIEL  S.  DECKF.P  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a prominent  resident  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  his  exemplarv  Christian 
character  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  ac- 
quaintances in  a marked  degree.  His  long  term 
of  service  in  responsible  positions  with  leading  busi- 
ness firms  and  corporations  speaks  volumes  for  his 
ability  and  trustworthiness,  while  in  the  varied 
relations  of  life  he  displayed  a high  sense  of  duty. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  December  30.  1838.  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  a son  of  Ber- 
nard and  Elizabeth  Decker,  both  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  His  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, removed  with  his  familv  to  Pike  county  at 
an  early  day,  but  later  purchased  a farm  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  remain- 
ing vears  were  spent.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a 
familv  of  ten  children,  the  others  being:  Samuel: 
Charles  W. : Calvin ; Cornelia  and  Jackson,  who 
died  in  childhood:  Margaret,  who  married  Ephraim 
Huffman,  and  had  three  children — Carrie,  Alvin 
and  Yanlee : Rhina.  wife  of  Jerome  France,  of 
Mountain  Home,  Monroe  county:  Susan,  who  died 
in  childhood : and  Sarah,  who  married  Francis 
Van  Gordon,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe county. 

The  late  Daniel  S.  Decker  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  boy  at  his  father’s  homestead,  and  received 
a good  public  school  education.  In  i860  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  J.  Metzgar,  and  made  his  home 
in  Spragueville,  taking  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
and  superintendent  in  the  store  of  L.  Andrews,  with 
whom  he  remained  a number  of  vears.  Later  he 
hail  charge  of  a store  for  his  brother  at  Mountain 
Home.  In  1886  he  moved  back  to  his  home  near 


Spragueville,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death, 
m 1892,  he  was  employed  as  local  yard  master  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 'Western  railroad. 
Politically-  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
type,  and  socially  he  was  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  at  Mountain  Home,  and  with  the  F.  & A.  M.  at 
Stroudsburg.  His  estimable  wife  survives  him, 
and  of  their  nine  children  seven  are  living:  (1) 
Harry,  born  in  November,  1861,  at  Belvidere,  N.  J., 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  now  holds  his  father's  former  position  as 
yard  master.  He  married  Miss  Morrilla  Tranger, 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  who  died  in  May,  1897,  leav- 
ing two  sons,  Leroy  and  Harry  I.  (2)  Edmond, 
born  in  October.  1863,  is  a telegraph  operator  at 
Wilkes  Barre.  He  married  Miss  Cassie  Daily,  of 
Tannersville,  and.  has  three  children,  Mabel,  and 
Ruth  and  Raymond  (twins).  Charles,  born  in 
December.  1863.  at  Spragueville.  is  a telegraph  op- 
erator at  East  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
LeBar,  of  Stroud  township,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Edith  M„  ancl  Lena.  (4)  Laura,  born  in  Sprague- 
ville September  5,  1867.  died  at  the  age  of  five 
vears.  (5)  Franklin,  born  March  14,  1870.  died 
when  sixteen  months  old.  (6)  George  M..  born 
May  1,  1872,  is  employed  as  yard  master  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad.  He 
married  Miss  Bertha  Place,  of  East  Stroudsburg. 
(7)  Archie  W„  born  in  June,  1874,  is  a railway 
fireman  and  resides  at  Moosic.  P.enn.  He  married 
Miss  Daisy  Vroom,  of  Columbia,  N.  J.  (8)  Cora 
B.,  born  March  29,  1878.  at  Mountain  Home, 
Penn.,  resides  with  her  mother.  She  possesses  fine 
musical  talent,  and  her  refinement  and  culture 
make  her  a favorite  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the 
neighborhood.  (9)  Lizzie  E.,  born  Februarv  18, 
1885.  is  now  attending  the  Stroudsburg  schools. 

Mrs.  Margaret  j.  Decker,  who  is  highly  es- 
teemed among  her  many  friends  for  her  excellent 
qualities  of  character,  was  born  December  25,  1843, 
near  East  Stroudsburg,  a daughter  of  George  A. 
Metzgar,  a native  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  born  in  1813.  This  worthy  citi- 
zen followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout 
life,  being1  employed  for  many  years  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  extensive  farming  interests  of  B.  F. 
Starboard,  at  East  Stroudsburg.  He  died  in  tS8S 
at  the  home  of  his  son.  \\  . H.  Metzgar,  with 
whom  both  father  and  mother  resided  a number  of 
vears  in  their  old  age  ;they  both  were  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  and  died  triumphant,  trusting  in  God 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elar.or  W in- 
ans,  and  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  died  in  1892.  Mrs.  Decker  is 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  nine  children.  (2)  Jonas 
died  in  childhood.  (3)  Mary  A.  married  W.  F. 
Nvce,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  died  in 
1884.  She  had  nine  children,  Maggie.  Lizzie  and 
Harrv  living:  the  others  died  in  childhood.  (4) 
Hannah  M..  married  \\  . R.  Stright.  a bus. ness  man 
of  Philadelphia,  and  has  two  children.  George  E., 
and  Marv  A.  (5)  Franklin  married  Miss  Elmira 
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Sebring,  of  Price  township,  Monroe  countv,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  that  locality.  He  had 
eight  children,  Lift  J.  (wife  of  Chas.  Bender,  of 
Barrett  township,  Monroe  county),  Maggie,  Ed- 
ward, Martha,  Charles,  Harry,  Earl,  Claude.  (6) 
John  J.,  born  at  Stroudsburg  in  April,  1851,  is  a 
resident  of  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Blanche  E. 
Bowman,  of  Paradise  Valley,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Lula,  Stella,  George  and  William.  (7)  Lizzie 
married  William  H.  Bugless,  farmer  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  who  is  also  a machinist 
and  is  employed  at  the  railroad  shops  at  Strouds- 
burg. They  have  three  children,  Laura,  Bertha 
and  William.  (8)  William  H.,  born  March  28, 
1856,  at  Stroudsburg,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  vicinity.  He  is  a member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church.  In  1S86  he  bought  the  W.  F.  Nyce 
property,  half  a mile  south  of  Spragueville,  and 
has  made  substantial  improvements  upon  the  place. 
In  1894  he  secured  a position  with  the  Elk  Tanning 
Co.,  in  Elk  county,  and  is  located  at  Ridgwav,  Penn. 
Pie  is  not  married,  but  is  popular  socially,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Mountain  Home  Lodge  Xo.  684, 

I.  O.  O.  F.  (9)  George  M.,  born  March  8,  1858, 
resides  at  Wilkes  Barre,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Wilkesbarre  & Eastern  railroad.  Pie- married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Crandell,  of  Grover,  Bradford  county,  and 
has  three  children,  Chester,  Archie  and  Mary. 

JOPIN  F.  BLAKE,  a leading  agriculturist  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  December  5,  1852,  at  Beach  Lake, 
Berlin  township,  same  county,  a son  of  John  V. 
Blake,  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  who,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  came  to  America  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Pennsylvania.  By  occupation 
he  was  a blacksmith  and  farmer,  in  religious  belief 
a Methodist,  and  in  politics  a Republican.  He  took 
quite  an  active  interest  in  all  Church  work,  and 
served1  as  trustee  of  his  Church  for  some  time.  In 
early  life  he  married  Jane  Downey,  also  a native  of 
England,  and  to’  them  were  born  ten  children : 
George  (deceased),  John  F.,  William,  Samuel  and 
Franklin  (both  deceased),  Charles,  Alfred.  Ella 
(deceased),  Eva,  and  Benjamin.  The  mother  of 
these  children,  who  was  a true  Christian  woman 
and  a most  estimable  lady,  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight  years,  and  the  father  afterwards  married  Jane 
James,  who  was  also  born  in  England. 

On  the  home  farm  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  thrift,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  locality  obtained  a good  j 
practical  education,  which,  in  later  years,  he  sup- 
plemented with  reading  and  study.  Pie  was  married 
December  28.  187b,  to  Miss  Tempie  S.  Woolheater, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  jwo  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Abigail  I.  and  Clarence  D.  Blake. 
One  of  the  greatest  sorrows  that  has  come  into  their 
lives  was  caused  by  the  loss  of  their  daughter  Peace, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  She  was  a 
bright,  intelligent  young  lady,  and  was  loved  for 
her  amiable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 


Noah  D.  Woolheater  (Mrs.  Blake’s  father) 
was  born  in  Roxburv,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y.,  June 
22,  1816,  a son  of  John  and  Susan  (Robinson) 
Woolheater,  both  natives  of  Long  Island,  X.  Y., 
the  former  being  of  German  parentage.  Previous 
to  his  marriage  Xoah  D.  Woolheater  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  ten  years,  and  in  his 
native  country  also  followed  the  carpenter's  trade 
until  coming  to  Equinunk,  W’ayne  Co.,  Penn.  In 
1862  he  purchased  the  property  at  Union,  known  as 
the  Samuel  Price  tavern  and  farm,  one  of  the  well 
known  landmarks  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried September  12,  1844,  to  Miss  Abigail  Scudder, 
also  a native  of  Roxburv,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y.,  born 
July  21,  1820,  a daughter  of  Smith  Scudder,  who 
was  of  Welsh  parentage,  and  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends.  Her  brother,  Isaiah  Scudder, 
was  for  years  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Equi- 
nunk, Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  tanning 
business,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woolheater 
were  born  eight  children,  namely : Edward,  a resi- 
dent of  Equinunk;  Daniel  (deceased);  Emona, 
a popular  and  successful  teacher  of  Wayne 
county;  Benjamin,  deceased;  Tempie  S.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Annie  (deceased);  Isaiah,  of  Bing- 
hamton, X.  Y. ; and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Dunn,  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
He  was  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his 
community,  and  as  a Republican  he  was  called  upon 
to  serve  as  tax  collector  of  his  township,  and  was 
also  postmaster.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  he  held  membership,  and  served  as  trustee 
and  steward  in  same. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Blake 
lived  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  and  then  operated 
a farm  in  that  county  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
In  1880,  he  went  to  Caddo,  Blue  county,  Choctaw 
Nation,  Ind.  Ter.,  where  he  spent  one  year,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  went  to  Texas,  but  did  not  long 
remain  in  that  State  as  there  he  contracted  malarial 
fever.  Returning  north  to  Peabody,  Marion  Co.. 
Kans.,  he  spent  one  season  there,  and  in  18S8  we 
again  find  him  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  In  Manchester  town- 
ship he  has  a fine  farm  of  100  acres,  on  which  he  is 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  is  a supporter  of  Republican  principles, 

■ and  has  efficiently  served  on  the  school  b.  >ard  for 
six  years.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  has  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  life. 

ALA  A S.  KEYES  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Wayne  county,  successfullv  carry- 
ing on  operations  as  a dealer  in  agricultural  im- 
plements, wagons,  buggies,  sleighs,  etc.,  at  Lake 
I Ariel.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Dvberrv 
I township,  December  22,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  Dan- 


■ 
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forth  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Keyes,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  W indham  county,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Plain- 
field,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Keyes’  paternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Blanch  Keyes,  were  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
about  1829  came  to  Wayne  county.  Penn.,  bringing 
with  them  their  eight  children.  They  first  located 
in  Lebanon  township,  near  Rileyville,  where  the 
grandfather  rented  property  for  eight  or  ten  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Honesdale.  Their  children 
were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Percy  married  Sabina  Will- 
moth,  who  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  a family. 
(2)  John  married  Abigail  Calkin,  and  resided  in 
Great  Bend,  Penn.,  where  she  died  and  where  the 
family  still  live.  (3)  Mary  A.  married  John  Ham, 
and  resides  near  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  her  husband 
died.  (4)  Dan  forth,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  family.  (5)  Josiah  married  Delila  Cal- 
kins, who  died  leaving  one  child.  Minor,  and  he 
afterward  wedded  Sarah  Wood,  of  Pike  county,  by 
whom  he  has  had  seven  children,  Chauncev,  George, 
Truman,  John,  Ella,  Lucy  and  Annie.  They  reside 
at  Matamoras,  Pike  county.  (6)  Plenry  died  while 
attending  school  in  Wayne  county.  (7)  Austin  mar- 
ried Alice  Sampson,  who  died  soon  afterward,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Alice,  who  died  young;  for  his 
second  wife  he  married  a New  Jersey  lady,  by  whom 
he  has  one  daughter.  They  reside  in  New  Jersey. 
(8)  Lucius  married  Drucilla  Calkins,  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  countv,  and 
has  had  a family  of  six  children.  Lydia,  Danforth, 
Florence  (deceased),  Amasa,  Mabel  and  Howard. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Wayne  county,  and  there  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  throughout  life.  The 
father  was  born  in  1817  and  died  in  1854,  the  moth- 
er was  born  May  28,  1812,  and  died  September  11, 
1870,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Bethanv, 
Wavne  county.  Of  the  three  children  born  of  this 
union,  Henry  ff.  died  at  the  age  of  twentv  years: 
Alva  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth;  and  George  is 
a resident  of  Michigan. 

Alva  S.  Keyes  was  only  seven  years  old  wdien 
his  father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  lie  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  successfullv 
oprated  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirtv.  He 
then  joined  his  brother  George  M.  in  business  at 
Drinker.  Penn.,  where  they  conducted  a store  to- 
gether for  three  and  one-half  years.  On  disposing 
of  his  interest  be  removed  toGravity.  Wayne  countv. 
and  there  carried  on  operations  as  'a  merchant  for 
two  and  one-half  years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  though  he  remained  a resident  of  Grav- 
ity until  1891,  engaging  in  the  wagon  business. 
During  the  summers  of  7890  and  1891  he  was  mana- 
ger of  the  “Lake  Hotel.’’  at  Lake  Ariel,  and  in  the 
latter  year  embarked  in  his  presenf  business,  which 
he  has  since  successfully  carried  on.  In  April.  18^5, 
when  only  seventeen  years  of  age.  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  government,  going  to  North  Carolina 
with  a construction  corps  and  driving  oxen.  He 
served  some  two  months. 


At  Dyberry,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Keyes  was 
married,  November  25,  1869,  to  Miss  Martha  J. 
Bunnell,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Minor  E.,  born  May  17,  1871,  married 
Blanche  Schofield,  and  is  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness at  Detroit,  Mich. ; Prank  O.,  born  March  26, 
1873,  married  Augusta  Ely,  and  is  an  insurance 
agent  at  Dunmore,  Penn.;  and  Ellis  D.,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1874,  is  station  agent  at  Maplewood, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Keyes  is  an  active  worker  in  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Politically  Mr.  Keyes  is  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  most  capably 
filled  the  office  of  school  director  in  Dyberry  town- 
ship three  years  and  at  Lake  Ariel  for  one  year. 
He  possesses  an  excellent  library,  of  which  he  makes 
good  use,  and  is  well  versed  on  the  leading  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day.  In  his  social  relations  he  is 
a Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Salem  Lodge  No. 
330.  at  Hamilton,  and  wherever  known  he  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all.  One  of  his  most  cher- 
ished possessions  is  a Past  Master’s  jewel  presented 
him  by  the  lodge. 


I 


PETER  C.  BISHOP,  section  foreman  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  at  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  at  that  place,  January  5,  1826. 
His  parents,  Hiram  and  Anna  (Curcellis)  Bishop, 
were  natives  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  re- 
spectively, but  became  acquainted  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  The  father 
engaged  in  the  occupations  of  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing, and  was  also  interested  in  boating  on  the  canal 
at  different  times  throughout  his  business  career. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  com- 
munity, and  was  elected  to  a number  of  local  of- 
fices, for  several  terms  serving  as  supervisor  of 
Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  resided 
for  many  years  prior  to  going  to  Honesdale.  His 
political  support  was  given  the  Democracy.  He 
died  in  Honesdale,  in  1SS2,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
his  wife  passing  away  two  months  previous  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two.  John  Bishop,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Holland  origin. 

The  children  of  Pliram  and  Anna  (Curcellis) 
Bishop  were  as  follows:  George  died  in  Missouri, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Margaret  mar- 
ried Simeon  Kimble,  a lumberman,  and  lock  tender 
on  the  canal,  and  both  died  in  Wayne  county. 
Susan  married  Ira  Compton,  a farmer,  who  died  in 
Wayne  county:  she  died  in  iSqfi.  John,  a lock  ten- 
der on  the  canal,  also  died  in  Wayne  county.  Lea- 
hanv  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Leonard,  a re- 
tired farmer  at  Joliet,  HI.  Harvey  is  foreman  on 
the  canal  at  Honesdale.  Peter  C.  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth.  Henry  is  a carpenter  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  under  our 
subject.  Hiram  is  attending  gates  for  that  com- 
panv  at  Greenridge,  Penn.  Anna  married  Samuel 
Hazelbeckcr,  and  both  arc  now  deceased.  Cather- 


ine is  a dressmaker  in  Hawley. 

When  a child.  Peter  C.  Bishop  accompanied 
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his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  ridge  in  Palmyra 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  later  to  a place  near 
Honesdale,  in  Texas  township,  remaining  with 
them  until  lie  had  attained  his  majority.  At  the 
age  of  ten  he  began  driving  a horse  on  the  towpath. 
and  later  was  engaged  in  boating  on  the  canal  with 
his  father  and  brother.  After  being  so  engaged  ten 
years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  canal  company, 
working  at  carpentering  and  other  occupations 
until  1872  when  he  was  appointed  section  foreman, 
having  charge  of  ten  miles  of  the  canal  between 
West  balls  and  Hawley.  This  responsible  position 
he  still  continues  to  fill  in  a most  efficient  and  ac- 
ceptable manner. 

At  Hawley,  December  25,  1850,  Mr.  Bishop 
married  Miss  Lucy  Williams,  Rev.  Barker,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  performing  the  cere- 
mony. The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Anna  E.,  residing  with  her  parents,  is 

the  widow  of  Franklin  Pallett,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. Lucy.  (2)  Louis,  a telegraph  operator  at 
Honesdale,  married  Ida  Summers,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  had  five  children,  Edna  (deceased), 
Grace,  Harry,  Helen  and  Louise.  (3)  Albert  L., 
a lineman  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co., 
and  the  Hudson  River  Telegraph  Co.,  at  Hawley, 
married  Fannie  Miller,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and 
has  two  children.  Irene  and  Ellen.  (4)  Frances 
is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Plum,  baggage  master  on  the 
E.  & Y.  R.  R.,  residing  at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and 
has  four  children.  Max  V.,  Henry,  Marguerite 
and  Albert.  (5)  Sarah  J.  is  with  her  parents^ 

Mrs.  Bishop  was  born  in  Carbondale.  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn..  July  26.  1828.  a daughter  of 
Uriah  and  Elizabeth  (Hewett)  Williams,  who  were 
married  at  that  place,  but  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  respectively. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Fanny 
(Enist)  Williams,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Con- 
necticut. For  some  years  the  maternal  grandpar- 
ents. John  and  Mary  (Phillips)  Hewett,  lived  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  of  which  place  they  were 
early  settlers.  The  grandfather  was  wounded  in 
the  war  of  18 12.  After  his  death,  his  widow  mar- 
ried Seth  Goodridge.  The  great-grandfather, 
Captain  Hewett,  commanded  a company  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

By  trade  Uriah  Williams  (Mrs.  Bishop’s  fa- 
ther) was  a stone  mason.  In  1832  be  removed 
to  l’aupack  township.  Wayne  count v.  where  be 
made  his  home  until  i860,  and  then  located  in  Haw- 
ley. where  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business 
and  in  buying  and  selling  meat.  He  held  a number 
of  local  offices  in  Paupack  township,  and  was  one 
of  the  active  and  influential  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for  many  years 
he  served  as  class  leader.  He  died  in  February, 
1872.  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  three  days 
later,  aged  sixtv-four.  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  in  Paupack  township.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah  A.,  who  died  in  childhood; 


! I' ranees,  who  married  John  Mitchell,  and  both  are 
1 now  deceased  ; John  FI.,  who  died  in  1893;  George, 

| a merchant  and  postmaster  at  South  Canaan, 
j Wayne  county;  Lucy,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary 
! J..  deceased  wife  of  Harvey  Bishop  (a  cousin  of 
I our  subject),  who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
i and  is  now  a lumberman  at  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne 
I county:  Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  John  McFarland, 
j of  Hollisterville.  Penn. ; Angeline,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  ; Sanford  W.,  a carpenter,  build- 
i er  and  wheelwright  at  Hamilton,  Uayne  county; 
and  Mahala  and  Charles,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Although  Mr.  Fiishop  has  never  aspired  to  of- 
j fice.  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  councilman 
j and  school  director,  filling  the  latter  position  at  the 
time  the  large  school  house  was  erected  in  Hawley. 

I Fie  is  unswerving  in  his  support  of  the  Republican 
partv,  is  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  , 
| Presbvterian  Church,  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years 
| has  affiliated  with  the  Legion  of  FTonor.  He  has 
j rounded  the  Psalmist's  span  of  three-score  years 
} and  ten  with  mental  and  physical  vigor  unimpaired, 
overcoming  the  ordinary  and  usual  cares  and 
weaknesses  of  age  by  active  interest  and  participa- 
tion in  the  living  issues  and  affairs  of  the  day.  Flis 
friends  are  manv  throughout  the  county,  and  he  is 
j held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

GILES  A.  WATROUS,  one  of  the  valiant  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Bridgewater  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  fam- 
ilv  homestead  known  as  Sunny  Slope,  which  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  family  since  1818.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  rural  homes  in  this  section, 
and  is  supplied  with  all  the  comforts  which  make 
life  worth  the  living. 

On  this  farm  Mr.  Watrous  was. born  May  15, 
1840.  a son  of  Spencer  Watrous,  who  was  a native 
; of  Schoharie  county.  X.  Y.,  and  in  1818,  during  his 
j childhood,  was  brought  by  his  parents,  Benjamin 
and  Lucy  (Spencer)  Watrous,  to  Susquehanna 
countv.  Penn.,  locating  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Bridgewater  township.  Before  he  attained  his  ma- 
joritv  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  later 
wars  built  many  bouses  for  his  neighbors  besides 
carrying  on  his  farm.  He  took  little  interest  in  po- 
litical matters,  never  sought  official  honors,  but  cred- 
itably served  as  supervisor  and  poormaster  when 
those  offices  were  given  him  by  the  vote  of  the  town- 
! ship  without  his  solicitation.  He  was  ever  content 
i to  move  along  in  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  devoting 
| himself  to  bis  family  and  his  business  interests.  In 
boyhood  he  had  but  little  opportunity  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  books,  and  belonged  to  a class  of 
sturdy  citizens  who  cleared  away  the  forests  of 
Bridgewater  township,  prepared  its  soil  for  crops, 
built  its  roads,  fences,  school  houses  and  churches, 
and  placed  within  easy  reach  of  coming  generations 
good  facilities  and  a sustenance  without  indefat  iga- 
| b'e  labor.  During  the  old  days  of  the  militia  he 
! served  as  captain  of  a company  under  Gov.  Wolfe. 
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Spencer  Watrcus  was  born  March  26,  18  to,  one 
the  eleven  children  of  Benjamin  and  Lucy  (Spen- 
,,-r  1 W’atrous,  who  were  formerly  residents  of  Con- 
necticut. The  other  ten  children  were  : Ansel,  born 
September  4,  1792,  died  January  30.  18G5;  Joseph, 
lv.ru  February  5.  1794.  died  May  6.  1875;  Linas, 
born  January  6,  1796,  died  April  29,  1865;  Sallie, 
horn  April  13,  1798,  died  December  23,  1863;  Mar- 
caret,  born  March  2,  1800,  died  December  6,  1808; 
Benjamin,  Jr.,  born  Tune  16,  1802,  died  March  28, 
1882:  Hannah,  born  March  7.  1804,  died  December 
12.  1809;  James,  born  February  9,  1807,  died  Feb- 
ruary 2.  1868;  Maria,  born  February  9.  1807,  died 
December  13,  1887;  Ann.  born  July  12,  1812.  died 
June  13,  1872:  Lucy,  born  February  10.  1815.  died 
March  18,  1888.  Benjamin  Watrous  died  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  his  wife,  who  had  married  again, 
died  in  Michigan.  In  1839  Spencer  Watrous  was 
married  to  Louisa  Giddings.  born  January  27,  1817, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  (Denting)  Giddings, 
who  came  to  Susquehanna  county  from  Groton, 
Conn.,  and  located  in  Herrick  township,  where  they 
reared  their  family  which  numbered  the  following 
children:  Sarah  W..  Fannv  D..  Andrew,  Charles  W. 
(a  presiding  elder  in  the  Methodist  Church  for  many 
years).  Giles  A..  Jabez  D..  Louisa,  Maria,  John 
James.  George  Henry.  Francis  Mari  in,  Dewitt  Clint- 
on (who  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress), and  Mary  Ann.  Mrs.  Watrous’  paternal 
grandparents  were  Solomon  and  Sarah  (Waterman) 
Giddings,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1827,  the 
latter  in  1784.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Spencer  and  Louisa  (Giddings)  Wat- 
rous, the  others  being  as  follows:  George  G.,  born 
June  24,  1847.  read  law  with  Fitch  & Watson,  was 
admitted  to  the  Susquehanna  County  Bar  in  1879, 
and  was  engaged  in  practice  at  Montrose ; S.  Ann, 
born  August  10.  1844,  is  the  widow  of  FI.  E.  Tiffany, 
and  resides  in  Montrose : James  G.  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  The  mother  was  first  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  but  afterward  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  while  the  father  was  a Baptist 
in  religious  faith.  Both  were  earnest  Christian  peo- 
ple. held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them.  He 
died  November  14.  iSqr.  preceded  by  his  wife  who 
passed  away  April  27.  1886,  on  the  old  homestead 
they  loved  so  well. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Giles  A.  Wat- 
rous manifested  his  loyalty  to  his  country  by  enlist- 
ing in  November.  18G1,  in  an  independent  company 
raised  at  Carlisle,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  J. 
Palmer.  It  first  acted  as  body-guard  to  Gen.  An- 
derson, and  after  going  to  Louisville.  Kv.,  served 
in  the  same  capacity  for  Gen.  Buell  at  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  and  as  body-guard  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans  at  the  battles  of  Crab  Orchard* and  Stone  Riv- 
er. Being  sent  with  a message  from  Gen.  Rosecrans 
to  Gen.  McCook,  Mr.  Watrous  was  captured  on  the 
Salem  pike  near  Murfreesboro,  and  was  taken  to 
I.ibbv  prison.  After  one  month's  imprisonment, 
however,  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Camp  Chase. 
Ohio,  from  which  place  he  returned  home  in  March, 


1S63,  his  discharge  papers  having  been  previously 
made  out  with  the  rest  of  the  company  while  he  was 
in  prison.  On  August  31,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the 
marine  corps  at  Philadelphia,  and  then  went  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  with  seventy-five  picked 
meii  he  served  as  the  body-guard  of  President  Lin- 
coln until  the  early  part  of  1865.  Fie  was  next  sent 
with  the  ship  guard  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  he  was 
detailed  to  do  duty  in  the  navy  yard.  Four  months 
later  he  went  on  board  the  "Powhatan,”  the  ad- 
miral's ship  of  the  South  Pacific  squadron,  which 
sailed  to  southern  seas  and  cruised  on  the  coast  of 
Peru  and  South  America  until  1868.  His  time  hav- 
ing expired,  he  was  then  discharged  and  returned 
home. 

Since  the  war  Mr.  Watrous  has  engaged  in 
farming  with  marked  success  upon  the  old  home- 
stead consisting  of  100  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  eighty,  making  180  acres.  He  married  A I iss 
Celia  E.,  daughter  of  Spencer  and  Electa  (Watrous) 
Read,  of  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  daughters:  (1)  Nellie  R.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  was  a young  ladv  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, and  many  womanly  graces,  and  her  death 
was  a severe  blow  to  her  parents  and  friends.  She 
died  while  attending  the  normal  school  at  Mansfield, 
Penn.  (2)  Ella  R.,  twin  sister  of  Nellie,  died  in 
infancy.  (3)  Louise  E.  is  a graduate  of  the  Mont- 
rose high  schools,  and  in  1897  also  graduated  with 
high  honors  from  the  Mansfield  Normal  school,  re- 
ceiving the  first  prize.  In  politics  Mr.  Watrous  is 
a Republican,  has  served  his  town  six  years  as  asses- 
sor. and  has  been  school  director.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R..  at  Montrose 
( a post  so  named  in  memory  of  four  brothers  who 
gave  up  their  lives  for  their  country).  Both  Fir. 
and  Mrs.  M atrons  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Spencer  Read,  father  of  Mrs.  Watrous.  was 
born  April  23.  1817,  in  Chester.  Conn.,  and  died  in 
April,  1S9S.  He  was  a mechanic,  and  worked  in  a 
bit  and  auger  factory,  and  during  the  war  worked 
in  the  Whitnevville  (Conn.)  gun  factory,  later  be- 
coming foreman  in  an  ivory  shop.  He  married 
Electa  Watrous,  who  was  born  September  10.  1S1S, 
and  died  January  16,  1886.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Eleanor,  born  June  27.  1841; 
Henry  S..  born  April  11.  1844:  Celia  E.  (Mrs.  Wat- 
rous ).  born  June  5,  1846  ; and  Myra  A.,  born  August 
7.  1854.  and  died  January  29.  1867. 

JOHN  MILTON  SPENCER  Prominent 
among  the  leading  farmers  and  well-to-do  citizens 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  Wayne  county,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  'this  review. 
He  was  born  in  that  township  October  27,  1842. 
at  what  was  then  known  as  "Wheeler  Corners.” 
about  a mile  south  of  where  he  now  lives,  and 
throughout  life  has  been  prominently  identified! 
with,  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  region. 

Mr.  Spencer's  father.  Philo  C.  Spencer,  is  also 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  in  1818.  and  is  a 
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son  of  Ezra  and  Eliza  (Clark)  Spencer,  who  took 
up  their  residence  here  in  1816  and  were  among  the 
honored  pioneers.  During  his  early  life  Philo  C. 
Spencer  was  employed  as  a carpenter  and  joiner, 
wagon  maker,  etc.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Ann 
Simons,  a daughter  of  Timothy  Simons,  an  early  I 
settler  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  to  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  five  sons:  Charles  Clark,  J.  Mil- 
ton,  Orville  W.,  George  F.  (a  resident  of  Thompson, 
Penn.,  where  he  is  the  well-known  proprietor  of  a 
steam-heating  business,  being  the  patentee  and  man- 
ufacturer of  steam  heaters),  and  Davie  E.  The  j 
mother's  death  occurred  in  January,  1S85,  but  the  j 
father  is  still  living,  honored  and  respected  by  all  j 
who  know  him. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  at  home,  \ 
doing  such  work  as  his  father  furnished,  some-  ! 
times  in  the  shop  at  wagons  and  sleighs,  at  other 
times  at  farm  work.  Pie  obtained  his  education  1 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality.  In  the  spring  I 
of  1865  he  heeded  the  government  call  tor  men  and  i 
took  his  place  for  a few  months  among  those  who  ' 
went  to  defend  the  country’s  flag.  After  regaining  j 
his  health,  which  became  much  impaired  while  a j 
soldier,  he  followed  mechanical  work,  such  as  is  i 
found  to  do  in  a country  wagon  shop,  or  as  car-  ! 
penter  and  joiner,  much  of  the  time  for  a few  years. 
He  has  occupied  the  farm  he  now  lives  upon  since 
1870,  obtaining  the  title  for  the  same  four  years 
later. 

On  September  6,  1883,  Air.  Spencer  wedded ' 
Miss  Maria  E.  King,  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Jane 
(Hall)  King.  Her  father,  who  was  a millwright 
and  farmer  by  occupation,  died  July  26.  1894,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Spen- 
cer were  born  three  children,  but  the  only  one  now 
living  is  James  Russell,  whose  birth  occurred  Au- 
gust 21,  1887.  King,  the  first  born,  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years : and  Ward  Wheeler,  the  youngest, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Spencer  are  both  devout  members 
of  the  Alethodist  Church  at  Pleasant  Alount.  and 
she  is  much  interested  in  the  temperance  cause,  be- 
ing an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Wom- 
an's Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  living  in  har- 
mony with  its  motto,  “For  God  and  home  and  native 
land.''  In  politics  Air.  Spencer  is  an  ardent  Republi- 
can, and  lias  ever  been  a warm  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  great  political  organization.  Industry, 
honesty  and  integrity  are  among  his  chief  character- 
istics, and  he  too  is  a stanch  supporter  of  temperance 
principles,  being  a member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Good  Templars. 

JOSEPH  BACON  ST  I AW,  AT.  D..  of  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap.  Alonroe  county,  is  n physician  of 
the  highest  standing,  and  his  genial  and  courteous 
manners  make  him  popular  among  all  classes  of 
people. 


several  generations.  His  great-grandfather, 
Obediah  Shaw,  and  grandfather,  Obediah  Shaw, 
Jr.,  were  ocean  pilots,  and  the  latter  attained  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring at  Cape  Alay.  Of  his  children  our  subject 
remembers  only  five:  Washington,  who  went  west 
and  was  lost  from  memory ; Louisa  and  Elizabeth, 
(the  two  daughters),  who  lived  and  died  at  Cape 
Alay,  N.  J. ; Lemuel,  also  a pilot ; and  Alexander. 

Alexander  Shaw,  our  subject’s  father,  during 
the  California  gold  excitement  of  1845,  "as  one  of 
the  first  to  go  to  that  country,  making  the  trip  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn.  However,  he  was  set  upon  by 
Indians,  and  lost  all  he  had.  A few  years  afterward 
he  returned  home  by  the  overland  route.  For  many 
years  he  followed  the  sea  as  pilot,  and  was  connect- 
ed with  the  Philadelphia  & Boston  Steamship  Line 
for  over  twenty-five  years,  sailing  from  Philadelphia 
to  Boston  every  week.  While  in  their  service  he  un- 
fortunatelv  fell  down  the  hatchway  of  one  of  the 
vessels,  breaking  both  arms  in  several  places,  also 
several  ribs  and  dislocating  one  leg.  He  had  taken 
vessels  to  almost  every  port  in  the  known  world. 
He  located  at  Stonington,  Ilk,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Baptist.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jane  Alulford,  died  in  Florida  in  1897.  aged  eighty- 
four  years.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Danelia,  who  married  Albert  AIcBridge,  and  died 
at  their  residence  in  Stonington,  111.;  Charles,  a 
carpenter  and  builder  at  Warren,  Penn. : \ irginia, 
who  was  married  to  John  Burnham,  of  Stonington, 
111.,  and  died  in  that  State;  George,  a resident  of 
Florida,  where  he  owns  an  orange  grove ; Charlotte, 
who  married  A.  AlcConnell  (they  also  live  in 
Florida  on  an  orange  grove)  ; Joseph  B.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  two  who  died  in  childhood. 

Dr.  Joseph  B.  Shaw  was  born  September  25, 

! 1845,  at  Cape  Alay,  and  was  educated  mainly  in 
the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia.  Fie  studied 
pharmacy  in  that  city  at  the  Philadelnhia  College  of 
j Pharmacy,  graduated  in  1868  and  then  entered  up- 
| on  the  study  of  medicine,  completing  his  course  in 
! the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1877-  For  ten 
j years  he  practiced  at  Darby,  Delaware  county, 
Penn.,  conducting  a drug  store  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  1878  he  located  at  Delaware  W ater  Gap, 
where  he  speedily  built  a large  and  lucrative  gener- 
-al  practice.  At  present  he  is  the  only  physician  in 
the  town.  He  belongs  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  ATed- 
ical  Society,  and  is  also  prominent  in  non-profes- 
sional organizations,  being  an  active  worker  in 
Keystone  Lodge  No.  271,  F.  & A.  AT.,  at  Phila- 
delphia : Kadoah Commanderv  No. 29. K.  T.,at  Phila- 
delphia, Penn. .and  Oriental  Chapter. No.  183.  Phila- 
delphia. For  nearly  forty  years  he  ha-  been 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  five 
vears  past  he  has  served  as  elder  in  the  congrega- 
tion at  Delaware  Water  Gap.  On  February  7, 
1867,  at  Dover,  Del.,  he  married  ATiss  ATaria  Col- 


our subject  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  his 
ancestors  having  resided  at  Cape  Afav,  N.  J.,  for 


lins.  who  was  born  July  4.  1848,  at  Milford.  Del., 
and  five  children  were  born  to  them : Lima.  Eva, 
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Mary,  Ernest,  and  Edward,  the  last  named  dying 
in  infancy.  Politically  the  Doctor  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, but  his  professional  labors  occupy  his  time 
to  the  exclusion  of  party  work.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  7th  Delaware  Yol. 
Inf.  regiment. 

SPENCER  R.  RAYMOND,  until  recently  a 
well  known  agriculturist  or  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  presents  in  his  life  a splendid  example  of 
hard  labor,  close  application  to  business,  and  per- 
severance. He  commenced  life  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  but  is  now  able  to  take  life  easily  and  com- 
fortably, having  acquired  a handsome  competence 
through  his  own  individual  efforts. 

Mr.  Raymond's  father,  Rev.  Albert  R.  Ray- 
mond, was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished 
members  of  the  Lackawanna  Presbytery.  He  was 
born  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  November  5,  1806. 
and  having  lost  his  father  November  5,  1816,  he 
was  reared  by  his  grandfather  Lathrop.  of  Malta, 
N.  Y.,  wdio  gave  him  a thorough  Bible  training. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  professed  religion 
and  joined  the  Church.  In  early  life  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  and  graduated  at  Union  College 
in  1831,  but  he  never  followed  that  profession,  as  he 
preferred  to  enter  the  ministry.  He  attended  Prince- 
ton College  one  year,  the  Auburn  Theological  Sem- 
inary two  years,  taking  the  regular  course,  and  stud- 
ied for  six  months  under  Dr.  Cox,  after  which  he 
was  licensed  to  preach.  His  first  charge  was  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Nelson,  N.  Y..  where  he  re- 
mained until  September  1,  1844.  when  he  accepted 
the  pastorate  of  the  Church  at  ITamlinton,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  remaining  there  for  nineteen  years.  lie 
was  also  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Sterling,  Wayne 
county,  until  1868,  but  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
life  he  lived  retired,  and  he  died  in  ITamlinton  April 
30,  1888.  His  sympathy,  his  benevolence,  his  kindlv 
greeting  will  long  be  remembered.  He  was  one  of 
Nature's  noblemen,  and  the  world  is  better  for  his 
having  lived. 

In  1847  Rev.  Raymond  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  L.  Wright,  who  was  born  in  Salem 
township.  Wayne  county,  October  15.  1826.  a daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Erastus  Wright,  an  early  settler  and 
prominent  physician  of  that  township.  She  died 
January  4.  1896,  at  Jermyn.  Penn.,  and.  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Salem  cemetery.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows:  Spencer  W.,  born  May 
5.  1850,  died  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month;  Fran- 
ces L..  born  June  14,  1851,  married  T.  D.  Stocker, 
a merchant  of  Jermyn,  Penn.,  and  died  August  6, 
1876:  Helen  L.,  born  August  16,  1853.  is  now  the 
wife  of  Sidney  W.  Cooke,  a partner  of  J.  D.  Stock- 
er. at  Jermyn:  Gertrude  L.,  born  July  28.  1858,  was 
the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Stocker,  and  died  March 

23.  1895. 

Spencer  R.  Raymond  was  born  at  ITamlinton, 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county.  November  7,  tSbt, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years 


of  age,  when  he  went  to  Hawley  and  worked  for 
James  Murray  at  wagonmaking  for  thirty  days. 
The  following  six  months  he  was  employed  at  the 
same  occupation  at  Honesdale,  and  for  one  and  a 
half  years  worked  at  his  trade  for  Moon  Brothers, 
at  Carbondale,  Penn.  Going  to  Jermyn,  he  was  then 
interested  in  the  butcher  business  with  J.  D.  Stocker 
for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
home  with  the  intention  of  bidding  good-by  to  his 
friends  preparatory  to  starting  for  California,  but 
changed  his  mind  and  for  one  and  a half  years  rent- 
ed and  operated  his  father's  farm.  He  also  carried 
on  a wholesale  and  retail  meat  business,  and  then, 
in  partnership  with  G.  C.  Andrews,  he  purchased 
a butcher  business  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  conducting 
the  same  for  one  year.  The  following  year  he 
worked  for  the  party  to  whom  he  sold  the  estab- 
lishment. and  subsequently  accepted  a position  with 
the  corps  of  engineers  on  the  New  York,  Ontario  & 
Western  railroad  at  Scranton,  remaining  with  that 
company  for  six  years  as  car  wiper,  foreman  of  re- 
pairs on  plumbing,  carpentering,  etc.  He  next 
worked  in  a furniture  factory  in  the  Cumberland 
mountains  of  Tennessee,  and  on  his  return  to 
Scranton  engaged  in  coal  mining  for  six  months  and 
operated  a mine  engine  for  one  year  and  nine 
months.  In  December,  1896,  he  located  upon  a 
farm  of  106  acres  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing until  October  1,  1899.  He  then  sold  the  farm 
and  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  having  previously 
bought  a meat  business  in  that  city,  which  he  is  at 
present  engaged  in  conducting. 

Mr.  Raymond  was  married  in  Salem  township, 
September  6,  18S6,  to  Miss  Maud  Abbey,  who 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  township, 
a daughter  of  Ralph  Abbey,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  They  now  have  an  interesting  family  of 
four  children:  Carl  S.,  Albert  R.,  Helen  L.,  and 
Merle  I.  In  politics  Mr.  Raymond  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 

WARREN  A.  SHERWOOD,  the  popular 
station  agent  at  Starlight,  on  the  New  York,  On- 
tario & Western  railroad,  has  always  made  his  home 
in  Wayne  county,  at  present  residing  in  Maple- 
wood. Pie  was  born  August  i8.  1867,  a son  of 
: Zelotus  Sherwood,  an  early  settler  of  W ayne 
county,  who  married  Eliza  Jane  Hazen.  a native  of 
the  county,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  Ilazen,  also 
one  of  its  honored  pioneers.  By  occupation  Ze- 
lotus Sherwood  was  a farmer.  Plis  death  occurred 
May  19,  1898.  Of  his  eight  children.  011’v  three 
are  now  living:  A.  M.,  a resident  of  Maplewood; 
Warren  A. ; and  Deltou  E.,  a station  agent  at  Iload- 
leys,  on  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  railroad. 

The  public  schools  of  Wayne  county  afforded 
our  subject  his  early  educational  privileges,  after 
which  he  pursued  a commercial  course  at  Bryant 
& Stratton’s  Business  College,  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y., 
and  later  a three-months’  course  under  Prof.  II.  D. 
Saddler,  of  Baltimore.  During  his  youth  he  also 
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learned  telegraphy,  and  subsequently  graduated  in 
stenography  and  typewriting  at  tire  1’crnin  Insti- 
tute, of  Detroit.  On  November  26,  1888,  lie  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Lesher,  of 
Maplewood,  a daughter  of  Richard  R.  Lesher.  She 
died  June  28,  1891,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mabel 
Lillian.  She  was  a true  Christian  woman,  loved  by 
all  who  knew  her  for  her  many  virtues  and  kindly 
disposition. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Sherwood 
traveled  extensively  through  the  South,  visiting 
different  points  in  North  Carolina,  Augusta  and 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  for  a time  was  located  at  Jones- 
boro, Ga.,  where  he  had  charge  of  a telegraph 
station.  For  a time  he  also  taught  telegraphy  in 
Mercer  University,  Macon,  and  while  traveling  in 
Florida  accepted  a position  as  station  agent  at 
Palatka.  Later  he  visited  Augusta,  Ga.,  Atlanta, 
Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Memphis,  Cairo  (111.), 
Kansas  City,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  At  the  last 
named  place  he  had  a situation  as  telegraph  opera- 
tor for  six  months,  and  from  there  returned  to 
"Wayne  county,  Penn.  At  Callicoon.  N.  Y.,  he  was 
telegraph  agent  for  a time,  but  since  1S95  has  been 
agent  at  Starlight,  a position  he  is  filling  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  as  he  is  an  ac- 
commodating and  obliging  gentleman.  He  also 
teaches  shorthand  by  mail,  has  built  up  a large 
class,  and  is  meeting  with  excellent  success  in  this 
venture. 

On  March  1,  1893,  Mr.  Sherwood  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss.  Maud 
Marsh,  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Marsh,  of  Callicoon,  X.  Y. 
Three  children  bless  this  union : Myrty  Belle, 
Hurshal  Rix  and  Fred  Marsh.  The  parents  both 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and.  socially.  Mr.  Sherwood  is  connected 
with  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  and  the  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers. 

SYLVESTER  THOMAS,  now  residing  in 
Starrucca.  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Wayne  county,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since 
1851.  He  was  born  July  27,  1831,  in  Orange  coun- 
ty. X.  Y..  and  belongs  to  a patriotic  and  loyal  family, 
which  has  been  well  represented  in  the  wars  of  this  j 
country.  The  Thomas  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and 
its  members  have  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  history  of  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.  One  of  them 
lost  a leg  in  battle  with  the  Indians  near  Lacka-  ' 
wack,  Xew  York. 

William  G.  Thomas  (our  subject's  father), 
who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  born  about 
1 796311  ( (range  county,  X.  Y.,  a son  of  John  Thom- 
as. also  a native  of  that  county.  William  G.  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Covart,  of  the  same  county,  a j 
daughter  of  James  Covart,  who  when  a lad  of  fif-  j 
teen  years  joined  the  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  and  was  with  Gen.  Washington 
when  he  crossed  the  Delaware  river  into  Trenton, 


X.  J.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  G.  Thomas  were 
born  the  following  children:  Margaret ; Ira,  who 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  Virginia: 
John,  who  was  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  and 
died  in  Kansas;  Aaron;  Sylvester;  and  Mary. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  the  father  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  politics  was  a 
Jacksonian  Democrat.  He  died  in  1S49;  his  wife, 
who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
departed  this  life  in  1837. 

In  the  country  of  his  nativity  Sylvester  Thomas 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  also  learned  the  ma- 
son’s trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  had  come  to  Wayne 
county  in  1S51,  and  in  May,  1861,  enlisted  in  the 
6th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  under  Col.  Wellington 
H.  Ent,  and  Capt.  John  S.  Wright.  During  his 
three  years  of  arduous  and  faithful  service,  he  par- 
ticipated in  many  important  engagements,  includ- 
ing the  battle  of  Drainsville.  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  Bristoe  Station.,  the  seven-days'  fight. 
Gainesville.  Bethsaida  Church,  and  Gettysburg. 
When  his  term  of  enlistment  expired,  in  1864.  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  removal  to  Melrose, 
Penn.,  in  1875.  Later  he  lived  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  for  a time,  and  then  located  in 
Starrucca.  where  for  two  years  he  engaged  in  the 
butchering  business. 

Mr.  Thomas  married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Brown,  of 
Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of 
Richard  and  Anna  Brown,  in  whose  family  were  two 
sons.  (Mark  and  William,  who  were  soldiers  in  the 
Civil  war.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  were  born 
six  children:  Mrs.  Amanda  Marks:  George  R..  now 
a resident  of  Lebanon  township.  Wayne  county ; 
John  and  Frank,  of  Scott  township:  Ira.  of  Rotter- 
dam. X.  Y. : and  Angie  I.,  wife  of  George  Glover, 
of  Starrucca.  In  the  exercise  of  his  elective  fran- 
chise Mr.  Thomas  supports  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  takes  quite  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  political  affairs.  Fie  has  filled  a 
number  of  local  offices,  being  assistant  burgess  one 
term,  constable  three  years,  and  assessor  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Capt.  Oliver 
Mumford  Post,  and  in  its  early  days  was  an  ener- 
getic worker  in  the  same. 

EDGAR  E.  SMITH,  a native  of  Waverlv. 
Penn.,  is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
telligent residents  of  Lenox  township.  Susquehan- 
na county.  The  life  of  Mr.  Smith  has  not  been 
bounded  wholly  by  the  limits  of  his  native  State. 
He  was  one  of  the  young  men  who  heard  the  call 
to  patriotism  during  the  early  years  of  the  Civil 
\var.  and  he  followed  the  flag  until  peace  was  re- 
stored, being  among  the  fortunate  veterans  who 
witnessed  the  memorable  surrender  of  Lee  and 
his  army  at  Appomattox.  It  was  perhaps  the 
observations  he  made  while  tramping  the  forests 
of  Virginia  in  his  country's  service  that  first  di- 
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noted  his  attention  to  the  lumbering  opportunities 
in  the  South.  At  any  rate,  a few  years  after 
the  close  of  the  war  he  became  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  vast  timber  industries  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  to  which  he  gave  about  twen- 
ty years  of  his  life.  He  then  returned  to  his  na- 
tive State,  where  he  is  now  a substantial  and  in- 
fluential citizen. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  August  13,  1S43,  a son  ot  Harrison  and 
Abigail  (Colvin)  Smith,  and  a grandson  of  Da- 
vid Smith.  The  latter  was  of  French  descent,  and 
by  trade  a carpenter.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  in  the  cavalry,  and  the  saber  he  carried  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  David  Smith 
was  married,  in  Northumberland  county,  to  Mar- 
garet Utt,  and  for  many  years  lived  in  Luzerne 
county.  He  died  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  in  1862, 
Ids  widow  in  1868.  The  children  of  David  and 
Margaret  Smith  were  as  follows:  Fannie,  who 
married  Elijah  Angle  and  removed  to  Ohio;  Han- 
nah, who  married  Samuel  States,  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty; Sally  Ann,  who  married  Jesse  Gibbs,  of  Luzerne 
county ; Jacob,  who  lived  in  Luzerne  county ; Eliza, 
who  married  Israel  Colvin,  of  Luzerne  countv;  Flar- 
rison,  father  of  our  subject;  Molly,  who  married 
Michael  Raub,  of  Luzerne  county;  Stinson,  -who  was 
a resident  of  Luzerne  county,  and  was  killed  on  the 
railroad;  Jackson,  who  lived  in  Luzerne  county; 
and  Margaret  (the  only  survivor  of  the  family), 
wife  of  Joseph  Chase,  of  Lackawanna  county.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment ; socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity. 

Harrison  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  county,  Penn.,  March  23. 
1816.  When  a young  man  he  moved  to  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  married  Abigail  Colvin,  who  was 
born  April  iS,  1822.  a daughter  of  James  Colvin,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island.  Harrison  Smith  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  same  for  manv 
years  in  Luzerne  county.  He  died  September  28, 
1888,  his  wife  on  October  29.  i86t.  Their  children 
vere  as  follows:  Margaret,  who  married  (first) 

A del  hurt  Thomas,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Hugh 
M illiams.  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Edgar  E., 
tlie  subject  of  this  sketch ; Maria,  born  November 
1 1 '•  1845,  wife  of  William  Coon,  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty; Mary,  who  married  Jesse  Clifford,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  A. 
P.riggs,  of  Wyoming  county:  George,  of  Lacka- 

wanna county ; James  1!.,  of  W voming  countv,  an 
engineer  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad;  Fannie,  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  and 
Abigail,  who  died  in  infancy.  Like  his  father,  Har- 
rison Smith  was  a Democrat  and  quite  an  active 
party  worker.  He  was  also  a Free  Mason. 

Edgar  L.  Smith,  our  subject,  received  his  edit-  , 
cation  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Madison  Acad-  j 
tiny,  Waverly.  He  was  a boy  of  nineteen  wars  j 
"'lien  in  August.  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Companv  I\. 
Eleventh  P.  \ . C.,  and  he  remained  in  service  until  ' 


the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  with 
the  rank  of  corporal.  Mr.  Smith  participated  in  a 
number  of  sharp  engagements.  This  regiment  was 
attached  to  the  Army  of  the  James  under  Butler, 
doing  scouting  duty  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
and  after  being  stationed  some  six  or  eight  months 
at  Suffolk,  \ a.,  moved  thence  to  Whitehouse  Land- 
ing. They  were  in  the  Virginia  campaign  before 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  in  the  spring  of  18O5 
joining  Sheridan  in  his  pursuit  of  Lee.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  C.  H.  Mr. 
Smith  was  fortunate  enough  never  to  receive  a 
wound,  and  he  was  always  able  to  present  himself 
for  duty  throughout  his  term  of  service. 

Returning  home,  our  subject  learned  the  trade 
of  a carpenter  and  millwight,  which  he  followed  in 
Luzerne  county  for  some  years.  In  1879  he  went 
to  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  for  five  years  was  engaged  in 
lumbering,  at  the  end  of  that  time  receiving  the  ap- 
pointment of  superintendent  of  the  Greenleaf  John- 
son Lumber  Co.,  which  he  successfully  held  in  Bertie 
county,  N.  C.,  for  fifteen  years.  Returning  to  Penn- 
sylvania. Air.  Smith  purchased  ninety-seven  acres 
of  land  in  Lenox,  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  he  has  erected  a 
commodious  dwelling,  and  made  other  extensive  im- 
provements to  the  property. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  January  1,  1869,  to 
Della  L.  Titus,  who  was  born  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, daughter  of  Otis  B.  and  Alary  (Jeffers)  Titus. 
Airs.  Smith  died  October  29,  1871,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  our  subject  married,  on  June  22,  1874, 
Aliss  Levina  Conrad,  who  was  born  April  22,  1852, 
a daughter  of  Alartin  and  Eliza  (Clark)  Conrad. 
Airs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  Air.  Smith  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Alasonic  Fraternity,  having  united 
in  1868  with  Warren  Lodge,  at  Alontrose.  Penn. 
He  is  a business,  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
possesses  executive  force  to  a marked  degree,  and 
contributes  in  generous  measure  to  the  social  and 
civic  life  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He 
deserves  to  be  called  a self-made  man  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term.  Air.  Smith  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  never  votes  at  a National  election. 

V ILLIAAI  COLV  ILL,  a successful  and  well- 
to-do  citizen  of  lierlin  township.  Wayne  county, 
as  well  as  one  of  its  most  honest  and  reliable  busi- 
5 ness  men.  was  born  Alay  16,  1S39.  in  the  parish  of 
V ecks,  St.  Mary,  Cornwall.  England,  of  which  par- 
ish his  parents,  William  and  Phillippi  ( b sc  1 1 olwill. 
were  also  natives,  and  where  they  spent  their  entire 
| lives.  I he  father  was  a carpenter  bv  trade,  was  a 
\ good  workman,  and  an  honest  and  industrious  man. 

] In  the  family  were  -ix  children,  namtlv:  Alarv  Ann. 
Elizabeth,  Ann  Jose  (deceased),  Thomas.  John 
and  William. 

Reared  on  a farm,  our  subject  earlv  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  care  of  cattle,  sheep ’and  horses, 
and  at  an  early  age  was  considered  an  excellent 
farm  hand,  being  industrious,  energetic  and  relia- 
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ble.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  .Elizabeth  Collins,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Cornwall,  and  to  her 
he  attributes  much  of  his  financial  success,  as  she 
has  ably  assisted  him  in  many  ways.  In  1863  they 
sailed  from  England  for  the  United  States,  and  after 
a voyage  of  two  weeks  landed  safely  on  the  shores 
of  this  country.  Since  then  their  home  has  always 
been  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Mrs.  Colwill's  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Ashton)  Collins,  also 
came  to  the  New  World,  and  both  died  in  this 
State,  the  father  in  Carbondale,  the  mother  in  Wayne 
county.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children : Ann, 
John,  Mary  Jane,  Elizabeth,  William,  Maria  and 
Samuel.  Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Colwill  three  are  still  living:  (1)  William  Henry, 
of  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  married  Aman- 
da Ham,  and  has  four  children,  Florence  Elizabeth, 
Edna  Mary,  Lester  John,  and  Clarence  William. 
(2)  Lillie  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Nevel  Arthur,  a 
Union  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  lives  at 
Forest  City,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Mabel  Freelove,  George  Ellsworth,  Nellie  Maud 
and  Salona  Elizabeth.  (3)  Nellie  Maud  is  at  home. 
Lizzie  May,  who  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

For  some  years  after  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try Mr.  Colwill  lived  near  Seelyville,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  worked  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Co.,  receiving  good  wages,  as  his  work  was  excellent 
and  was  appreciated  by  his  employers.  In  1866  he 
purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Walter  Spry 
farm,  in  Berlin  township,  comprising  eighty-six 
acres  of  excellent  land,  which  he  has  converted  into 
highly-cultivated  fields,  good  meadows  and  rich 
pastures.  A good  dwelling  and  barns  are  upon  the 
place,  and  Mr.  Colwill  has  made  many  excellent 
improvements.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
he  is  interested  in  stock  raising,  having  a fine  grade 
of  horses,  cows  and  sheep  upon  his  place.  Politically 
he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  religious  connection  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  and  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Beach  Lake,  to  which  they  contrib- 
ute liberally. 

PATRICK  GIBBONS,  an  honored  and  high- 
ly-respected citizen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was 
called  from  earth  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness, 
dying  November  8,  1895,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  He  was  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland, 
and  a son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Cassey)  Gib- 
bons. After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  mother 
with  five  sons  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  became  a resident  of  Hawley,  Penn. 
Her  children  were  John,  who  is  cntploved  as  “walk- 
ing boss”  on  the  canal  at  Hawley;  Michael,  who 
died  at  that  place ; James,  who  was  killed  by  being 
crushed  between  two  boats  on  the  canal ; Patrick, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  William,  who  died 
of  diphtheria. 

Patrick  Gibbons  boated  on  the  canal  from  early 


boyhood  until  1862,  and  was  then  employed  as  brake- 
man  on  the  New  York  & Lake  Erie  railroad.  At 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  November  6,  1S95,  he  had  just 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  Hawley,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  stepping  on  his  engine,  when  he  was 
struck  by  another  engine,  which  passed  over  him, 
cutting  off  both  legs.  He  died  at  the  Port  Jervis 
hospital  two  days  later.  He  was  a man  of  exem- 
plary habits,  never  using  intoxicants  of  any  kind, 
and  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Politically  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party,  in  religious  faith 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  socially 
affiliated  with  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  N.  P.  L. 

At  Hawley  Mr.  Gibbons  was  married  to  Miss 
Bridget  Golden,  Father  .O'Malley  officiating,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely: 
Catherine  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  re- 
sides at  home  ; she  is  a leading  member  of  the  C.  W. 
B.  L.,  holding  a responsible  office  in  same  since  its 
organization,  and  is  also  connected  with  Church 
and  literary  associations ; William,  living  at  home, 
holds  a position  in  the  Hawley  Glass  Works,  and 
is  a young  man  of  exemplary  habits ; he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  H. ; Joseph  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  James  lives  at  home,  and  is  employed  as  clerk- 
in  the  M.  R.  Barretts  grocery  store  in  the  town. 
Ambrose  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  ; and  Thomas 
is  at  home.  The  family  is  one  of  the  highest  respect- 
ability, and  is  the  center  of  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Socially  Mrs.  Gibbons  affiliates 
with  the  L.  C.  B.  A. 

Mrs.  Gibbons  was  born  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 
February  22,  1858,  a daughter  of  John  and  Cather- 
ine (Cunningham)  Golden,  natives  of  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  the  former  born  in  1820,  the  latter  in  1808. 
In  1852  they  emigrated  to  the  New  World,  and  spent 
the  first  seven  years  after  their  arrival  in  Cincin- 
nati. They  then  removed  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  and 
from  1895  found  a pleasant  home  with  Mrs.  Gib- 
bons, where  the  father  died  September  13,  1898; 
his  faithful  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  two 
months  later,  her  death  occurring  November  12,  of 
the  same  year.  Both  were  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a 
Democrat.  Pie  served  as  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship for  one  term,  and  for  many  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  In  the  Golden 
family  were  four  children,  namely:  Mary,  who  died 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  early  womanhood  ; Patrick, 
who  died  in  Plawley : John,  who  entered  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  yar,  and  has  never  been  heard 
from  since;  and  Bridget,  widow  of  our  subject. 

GEORGE  E.  QUICK,  a representative  go- 
ahead  and  wide-awake  citizen  of  Lake  township. 
Wayne  county,  is  a practical  general  farmer,  at  the 
same  time  earryng  on  a prosperous  butchering 
business. 

Mr.  Quick  is  a native  of  Pike  county,  Penn., 
born  February  28,  1858.  a son  of  John  T.  and  Cath- 
erine (Vanctten)  Quick,  natives,  respectively,  of 
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Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Milford,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  in  which  latter  place  they  were  married. 
The  father  was  born  August  14,  1835,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  dead,  as  he  has  never  been  heard  from 
since  leaving  home,  ostensibly  in  search  of  work,  j 
when  our  subject  was  a child.  The  mother,  who 
was  born  June  12,  1837,  now  resides  at  Salem  Cor- 
ners, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Two  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and.  Airs.  John  T.  Quick,  George  E.  being  the 
younger  and  the  only  one  living,  the  elder,  also  a 
son,  having  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  up  to  the  age  of  ten  years  re- 
mained for  the  most  part  with  his  mother,  who 
then  gave  him  to  Squire  T.  J.  Dickson,  a farmer  of  : 
Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  to  bring  up  and 
educate  until  he  should  be  twenty-one  years  old.  i 
At  the  age  of  fifteen,  however,  the  ambitious  and 
independent  lad  thought  that  he  was  old  enough  to 
care  for  himself  and  so  “ran  away  ',  to  use  his  own 
expression,  and  returning  to  Pike  county  worked  in 
the  woods,  peeling  bark,  etc.,  in  which  line  of  labor 
he  continued  until  1S78.  In  that  year  he  moved 
to  Salem  township.  Wayne  county,  where  he  re- 
mained a few  months,  in  the  meantime  taking  unto 
himself  a life  partner,  after  which  we  find  him  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  in  a foundry 
some  five  years.  On  account  of  impaired  health, 
however,  he  once  more  moved  to  Salem  township, 
for  three  years  farming  on  shares  at  Salem  Corners, 
and  connected  with  different  farms  until  1890,  when 
he  came  to  his  present  place,  which  he  subsequently, 
January  15,  1894,  purchased.  In  1889  he  embarked 
in  the  butchering  business,  buying,  selling,  etc., 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  he  has  met  with  uni- 
form and  well-merited  success. 

On  September  8,  1878,  at  Newfoundland, 

Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  George  E.  Quick  was  married, 
by  Rev.  E.  F.  Rommel,  a minister  of  the  Moravian 
Church,  to  Miss  Ruev  E.  Glosenger,  and  eight 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : Walter  E.,  April 

2,  1880;  Maude,  June  18,  1882;  Alva,  May  1,  1886; 
Mabel,  November  19,  1887;  Alice,  May  7,  1890; 
George  W.,  October  15,  1S94;  Charles  V.,  October 
10,  1896;  and  Frank  L.,  January  13,  1900. 

Mrs.  George  E.  Quick  was  born  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  February  22,  1858, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Fowler) 
Glosenger,  natives  of  Salem  township  and  Con- 
necticut, respectively,  who  were  married  in  the  lo- 
cality ; there  the  father  followed  farming.  He  was 
born  October  8,  1828,  and  died  January  30,  1894; 
the  mother,  born  May  12,  1836,  died  in  July,  1886, 
and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  Salem  burying- 
ground.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
To  this  honored  couple  came  children  as  follows: 
George  B.,  born  in  February,  1856,  is  deceased ; 
Ruev  A.,  our  subject’s  wife,  comes  next:  Alice  A., 
born  in  February,  i860,  married  Emerson  D.  Conk- 
lin, a railroad  fireman,  with  residence  at  Scranton; 
Angelo,  born  December  29,  1862,  is  a farmer  at 
Gravity,  Penn. ; and  Florence,  born  September  23, 


1878,  is  living  with  our  subject  and  his  wife.  The 
father  was  thrice  married,  first  time  to  Miss  Lavira 
Sampson,  who  died  childless  about  one  year  later , 
his  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Fowler,  as  above 
recorded;  and  for  his  third  wife  Mr.  Glosenger, 
three  years  after  the  death  of  his  second,  wedded 
Miss  Florence  Barclay,  who  now  resides  in  \\  ayne 
county;  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children, 
one  of  whom  resides  with  her ; Belrna  died  April 
17,  1893.  Mrs.  Quick’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
John  and  Mary  (Brown)  Glosenger.  Tier  maternal 
grandparents,  Harmon  and  Mary  Fowler,  were  na- 
tives of  England,  whence  they  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1830,  settling  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Quick  is  a self-made  man  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  term,  one  whose  advancement  has  come 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  who  by  industry  and 
honest  toil  has  won  for  himself  an  enviable  place 
among  the  representative  agriculturists  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county. 

JOHN  WESLEY  CHAPMAN.  More  than 
sixty-six  years  have  passed  since  this  gentleman 
arrived  in  Wayne  county,  and  he  is  justly  l im- 
bered among  the  honored  pioneers  and  leading  cit- 
izens. He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
her  lumbering  and  farming  interests,  and  is  still 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Buck- 
ingham township,  where  for  thirty  years  he  has 
owned  and  operated  his  present  farm  of  159  acres. 
The  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance of  the  place  indicate  the  industrious  habits  and 
progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  in  Andes,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  February  9,  1828,  a son  of  Israel  Chap- 
man, who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  was  reared  in  that  State.  When  a 
young  man  the  father  removed  to  Delaware  coun- 
! ty,  N.  Y.,  where  he  subsequently  married  Parthena 
j Pettibone,  a native  of  Vermont,  and  to  them  were 
| born  the  following  children:  Dinah,  Lucy,  Antaza 

| (who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years),  Olive,  Israel, 
j Annis  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years), 
j Parthena,  one  who  died  in  infancy,  Abner,  David 
(a  resident  of  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.),  and 
John  Wesley.  The  two  last  are  the  only  ones  now 
j living.  In  1832  the  father  brought  his  family  to 
| Equinunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  at  which  time  the 
j village  contained  but  two  or  three  log  cabins.  He 
[ began  the  erection  of  a tannery,  but  never  com- 
] pleted  it,  his  time  and  attention  being  given  to  the 
operation  of  a sawmill  and  to  the  lumber  business 
for  many  vears  on  Equinunk  creek.  He  died  at 
tbc  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five  years,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Politically  he 
was  a Whig,  and  in  religious  connection  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  local  preacher,  being  an  active 
| and  zealous  worker  in  the  Master's  cause.  His 
I wife,  who  was  a member  of  the  same  Church,  and 
! was  a true  Christian  woman,  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
! enty  years. 
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Being  but  four  years  okl  on  his  arrival  in 
A\  ayne  county,  John  W.  Chapman  was  reared  amid 
pioneer  scenes,  and  early  became  familiar  with  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  a new 
farm.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  engaged  in  lumbering  in  connec- 
tion with  farming,  and  has  met  with  well-deserved 
success  in  his  undertakings,  being  to-day  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Buckingham  township. 
His  farm,  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  Fall 
creek,  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  January  r,  i860,  Mr.  Chapman  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosetta  Abbie  Sher- 
wood, a representative  of  a prominent  family  of 
Wayne  county,  though  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y.  Her  father,  Nathan  Sher- 
wood, was  a native  of  Connecticut,  but  was  reared 
in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  was  a son  of  Amos 
and  Betsy  ( Burr)  Sherwood,  the  latter  a relative 
of  Aaron  Burr.  Nathan  Sherwood  married  Miss 
Sybil  Stone,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
daughter  of  Abner  and  Anna  (Kelsey)  Stone,  and 
Mrs.  Chapman  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  Charles,  a resident  of 
Equinunk,  Wayne  county ; A.  Osborn ; and  Anna, 
wife  of  Joshua  Pine,  of  Equinunk.  The  father, 
who  was  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section  of  the  State,  died  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  and  the  mother  later  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Tyner,  by  whom  she  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  ’ Elizabeth,  wife  of  Silas  Lord: 
Abner;  Oakley;  Julia,  wife  of  Clark  Spencer,  of 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county ; Clara,  now  de- 
ceased, who  was  a teacher  in  early  life,  and  later 
married  Walter  Ensign : Eddy,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years ; and  William,  a resident  of  Montana. 
The  mother,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Epscopal  Church,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman 
are  Elmer  W.,  who  resides  with  his  parents  and  is 
a member  of  Lake  Como  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Henrv 
Ivelsev,  who  married  Elizabeth  Vandemark,  ana 
has  three  children,  Ruby,  Agnes  and  Homer: 
Olive,  wife  of  Ed  Egler,  of  Buckingham  township: 
Oakley,  at  home;  Nathan,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  months ; and  Otis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
months.  Politically  Mr.  Chapman  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  gives  his  support  to  all 
measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit.  His  is  the  honorable  career  of  a 
conscientious  man,  who  by  his  upright  life  has  won 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact.  'He  has  rounded  the  Psalmist's  span  of 
three  score  years  and  ten,  yet  has  the  vigor  of  a 
much  vounger  man,  and  seems  still  in  his  prime. 
His  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

LEVI  TEEI’LE  has  always  made  his  home  in 
Manchester  township,  Wayne  county,  and  his  name 
is  inseparably  connected  with  its  agricultural  inter- 


ests. The  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  lie  has 
attained  an  honorable  position  and  marked  prestige 
among  the  representative  farmers  of  the  county. 

Air.  Teeple  was  born  in  Manchester  township, 
December  18,  1843,  a son  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
(Snyder)  Teeple.  The  father  was  born  in  Equi- 
nunk, his  parents.  Christopher  and  Louise  Teeple, 
having  come  from  Pike  county,  Penn.,  to  Wayne 
county  at  an  early  clay,  making  the  trip  in  canoes 
up  the  Delaware  river.  For  a number  of  years  they 
resided  in  Equinunk.  and,  on  selling  their  prop- 
i erty  there,  purchased  land  on  the  Union  road  three 
I miles  from  the  village.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest 
; the  grandfather  built  a log  cabin,  and  at  once  turned 
his  attention  to  clearing  and  improving  his  farm. 

\ Upon  that  place  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  his 
i remaining  days.  Among  his  children  were : Will- 
iam F.,  one  of  the  famous  hunters  of  Wayne  county  ; 

| Christopher  Abraham  John  Elison  Depew ; Eliza- 
beth, who  married  William  Layton,  and  lives  in 
Alanchester.  where  she  died  some  years  ago;  and 
Robert,  mentioned  below. 

Robert  Teeple,  our  subject’s  father,  settled  on 
a farm  in  Alanchester  township  after  his  marriage, 
and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  accepted  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington.  D. 
C.,  remaining  there  until  Alay,  1865,  when  he  start- 
. ed  for  home,  but  died  on  his  way  there.  His  wife 
and  children,  however,  never  left  the  farm.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  (2)  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Lay- 
■■  ton,  of  Alanchester  township,  and  has  two  children. 

(3)  Alary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Graham,  of 
: Wisconsin,  and  has  five  children.  (4)  Peter  E.  mar- 
| ried  Beulah  Smith,  by  whom  he  has  five  children, 
and  they  reside  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (5)  Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Sherwood,  a farmer  of  Alan- 
| Chester  township,  and  they  have  two  children.  Gracie 
j and  Edwin.  (6)  Emaline  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
j Bishop,  of  Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county, 
j and  has  tive  children.  (7)  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Ira 
I Travis,  of  New  Jersey,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cream- 
ery business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
\ upon  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
I years  responded  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid  in  put- 
i ting  down  the  rebellion,  enlisting  in  September, 

| iS6r,  in  Company  F.  45th  P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt. 

1 Charles  Parker,  of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county.  After 
j being  sworn  in  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  regiment  proceeded 
to  South  Carolina,  under  command  of  Gen.  Burn- 
sides. and  was  stationed  on  the  island  of  Hilton 
Head  and  different  parts  of  the  country  for  one 
year.  After  AfcClellan’s  defeat  at  Richmond,  they 
j were  called  to  Washington,  and  later  participated 
! in  the  battles  of  Antietain  and  South  Alountain.  re- 
| maining  in  that  locality  until  Lee's  army  was  driven 
I out  of  Alaryland  in  the  fall  of  1862.  After  the  vic- 
i tory  of  Antietam,  the  regiment  followed  the  re- 
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treating  Rebel  army  back  into  Virginia,  proceeding 
as  far  as  Fredericksburg.  After  the  siege  of 
Fredericksburg  Mr.  Teeple  was  taken  ill  and  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year,  being  discharged  in  May,  1863, 
on  account  of  physical  disability.  He  returned  to 
recuperate,  and  in  March.  1864,  re-enlisted  in  his  old 
company.  Fie  took  part  in  the  hard-fought  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  under  Gen.  Grant,  the  seven- 
days’  fight,  and  the  engagements  at  Cold  Harbor 
and  Spottsylvania.  The  regiment  then  crossed  the 
North  Ann  river  ami  proceeded  to  Petersburg, 
where  they  were  surrounded  and  taken  prisoners, 
all  being  sent  to  Libby  prison  in  Richmond,  where 
they  were  incarcerated  for  a time  and  then  trans- 
fered  to  Salisbury  prison.  After  Lee's  surrender 
they  were  paroled  in  April,  1865,  and  sent  to  An- 
napolis. They  were  finally  discharged  at  Balti- 
more, May  19,  1865,  and  Mr.  Teeple  returned  home 
to  resume  the  more  quiet  pursuits  of  civil  life,  de- 
voting his  energies  to  lumbering  and  farming. 

In  1868  our  subject  married  Miss  Amy  Chase, 
of  Manchester  township,  a daughter  of  G.  B.  and 
Jane  Chase,  honored  pioneers  of  that  place.  Mr. 
Teeple  then  purchased  a farm  which  he  cleared  and 
continued  to  cultivate  until  1882.  when  he  sold  it 
and  bought  the  George  Modridge  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  on  the  Union  road  in  Manchester  town- 
ship. He  has  made  many  excellent  improvements 
upon  the  place,  and  is  still  successfully  engaged  in 
its  operation.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  died  of. appen- 
dicitis in  December,  1896,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  a 
faithful  member  of  and  active  worker  in  the  Union 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  is  greatly  missed 
especially  by  ber  fellow  workers  in  the  Church, 
where  she  was  organist  for  a number  of  vears.  The 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teeple  is  Ira  E.,  born 
in  Manchester  township,  November  19,  1869.  He 
began  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  high  school  at  Hancock,  X.  Y.,  where 
he  graduated.  Fie  then  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  \\  ayne  county,  for  three  years,  and  in  1892  look- 
up the  study  of  telegraphy,  becoming  an  efficient 
operator.  For  three  years  he  held  a position  at 
Campbell  FT  all.  Orange  countv,  X.  Y.,  anti  at  present 
is  station  agent  anti  operator  on  the  New  York, 
Ontario  & Western  railroad  at  Fairdale,  New 
York. 

Politically,  Mr.  Teeple  is  a pronounced  Repub- 
lican. being  descended  from  good  old  Whig  stock, 
and  at  present  he  is  one  of  the  township  auditors. 
For  twenty  years  lie  has  also  been  a member  of  the 
Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,.now  serving  as 
trustee  anti  treasurer,  and  contfibutes  liberally  to  its 
support.  lie  is  a member  of  Post  No.  340,  G.  \.  R., 
of  Equinunk.  < h er  his  life  record  there  falls  no 
shatlow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil,  anti  he  merits 
anti  receives  the  warmest  regard  of  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

00 


HALSEY  MORGAN’,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war.  a substantial  citizen  and  prosperous  farmer  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  has  descended  from 
an  oltl  New  England  family  who  came  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  in  Connecticut  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  ago.  . 

| Samuel  and  Mary  (Homes)  Morgan,  his 
1 grandparents,  resided  in  Boston,  Mass.  He  was  a 
| soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Samuel  and 
j Rebecca  ( Stratton ) Morgan,  Connecticut  people, 
j he  from  New  London  county,  and  she  from  Hart- 
ford count}-,  came  in  1812  to  what  is  now  Lake 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  Jesse  Morgan,  the 
latter's  granduncle,  bought  a large  tract  of  land  in 
Wayne  county  in  the  latter  part  of  the  17th  century, 
of  which  tract  Samuel  Morgan  (2.)  purchased  160 
acres.  Samuel  Morgan  (2)  was  a farmer  through- 
out his  lifetime.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence,  and 
! played  well  his  part  among  those  to  whom  it  was 
left  to  settle  and  develop  a new  country.  His 
good  wife,  too,  was  a sensible  woman,  who  proved 
a good  helpmeet  and  wise  companion,  and  reared 
| her  children  to  become  useful  men  and  women.  He 
; died  in  1861,  when  seventy  years  of  age,  and  she 
! lived  to  be  seventy-seven,  dying  in  1870;  both  are 
! buried  in  the  Salem  township  cemetery.  To  their 
marriage  were  born  : Samuel,  a farmer  living  in 

Tioga  county,  Penn.,  married  Maria  Spencer;  Ros- 
well, a farmer  residing  at  W ashington,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Beers;  Mary  M.  is  at  home;  Jane, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  Headley,  of  Dakota; 
Halsey  is  our  subject;  Ellen,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Louis  Moore,  of  Wayne  county ; Hannah 
is  the  second  wife  of  John  Headley;  and  David  is 
deceased. 

Plalsey  Morgan  until  twentv-three  years  of 
age  remained  on  the  homestead  ( the  farm  on  which 
| he  now  resides),  where  he  was  born  August  29, 
[ 1823;  the  place  is  known  as  the  "Morgan  Hill 
farm.''’  At  that  age  he  went  to  Jo  Daviess  county, 
! 111.,  and  there  purchased  a farm  of  300  acres,  which 
: he  farmed  for  a number  of  years.  He  then  sold  the 
| place  and  moved  to  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  purchas- 
| ing  a farm  there,  and  after  one  year's  experience  in 
| that  locality  went  to  Missouri  and  bought  a 200- 
I acre  farm  in  DeKalb  county.  The  Civil  war  was  un- 
j der  headway  by  this  time,  and  resolving  to  become  a 
j participant  in  it  Mr.  Morgan  sold  his  possessions 
j and',  on  Januarv  10.  18A2.  enlisted  in  Company  H. 
i 1st  M.  V.  I.,  his  term  of  service  lasting  until  April 
4.  18C5.  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 

Warrensburg.  Mo.  lie  served  first  under  Capt. 
Flarvev  and  then  under  Capt.  W illiam  Meredith. 

: 1 lis  companv  was  especially  assigned  to  the  work  of 
; ridding  that  State  of  the  bushwhackers  and  guer- 
j rillas  who  were  so  troublesome  to  the  Union  forces 
; in  that  section,  and  he  was  one  of  a band  of  twenty- 
five  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Missouri  to  fol- 
1 low  up  and  capture  Ouantrell,  the  notorious  guer- 
rilla operating  in  that  State.  After  bis  discharge 
1 from  the  United  States  service  Mr.  Morgan  went 
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to  Chicago  and  there  joined  some  men  who  went  I 
to  Tennessee  to  engage  in  building  a railroad  from 
Nashville  to  Johnsonville,  and  after  three  months 
so  employed  he  came  to  his  present  farm  and  has  ; 
here  since  remained,  engaged  in  farming.  He  has  j 
made  a success  of  his  vocation,  and  is  comfortably 
situated,  having  an  ample  share  of  his  world’s  j 
goods  to  gratify  his  tastes  and  desires,  lie  is  an 
excellent  farmer,  a careful  business  man  and  a good 
manager. 

A sister  of  Mr.  Morgan  resides  with  him  and 
presides  over  the  household.  In  his  political  views 
our  subject  is  Republican.  He  is  a member  of  Post 
No.  12,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Gravity,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

O.  R.  WHITE,  a leading  citizen  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  one  of  the  valiant 
defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  was 
born  in  Liberty  township,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust ii,  1832. 

Mr.  White’s  grandfather,  Elaricum  White,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut  and  of  Irish  descent.  He 
married  Miss  A.  Crossman,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  several  children,  anions:  whom  was  Linas 
White,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1844  removing  to 
Parksville.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  By 
his  marriage  with  Sally  Bowker  he  had  a family 
of  ten  children,  namely:  Azubah,  Rumah,  Maria,  j 

James,  Sarah,  John,  O.  R.,  Anna,  Jane,  and  Noah 
P.  Of  their  four  sons,  three  entered  the  service 
of  their  country  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Re-  ■ 
hellion.  John,  born  March  11,  1829,  enlisted  in  ; 
Company  M,  4th  P.  V.  C.,  and  during  his  four- 
years’  service  had  his  shoulder  blade  dislocated; 
Noah  P.  enlisted  in  the  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was 
wounded  at  Chancellorsville,  being  shot  through  the 
shoulder.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight. Both  were  very  domestic  in  their 
tastes,  and  carefully  reared  their  large  family. 
They  were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Mr.  White  was  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics. 

T'ne  first  twelve  vears  of  his  life  O.  R.  White 
passed  in  his  native  county,  and  then  accompanied 
his  sister  to  Damascus  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  j 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  The  district  schools 
afforded  him  his  educational  privileges,  and-  his 
business  training  during  his  youth  was  obtained  on 
his  brother-in-law’s  farm  and  in  the  lumber  woods. 

In  September,  1862,  in  response  to  President  Lin- 
coln’s call  for  30,000  men,  he  enlisted  in  Company  , 
I,  84th  P.  V'.  I.,  and  served  for  two  years  and  j 
eight  months,  being  honorably  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chancel- 
lorsville and  Gettysburg,  and  all  the  battles  from 
Spottsylvania  to  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  at  Ap- 
pomatox  Court  House  (twelve  engagements),  and 
at  Stoneman  Switch,  Va.,  was  wounded,  losing 
the  large  toe  on  the  right  foot. 


On  returning  home  Air.  White  located  in  Da- 
mascus township  and  turned  his  attention  to  lum- 
bering. In  1S67  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  at  that  time  was  covered  with  a heavy 
growth  of  timber,  and  his  first  House,  which  was 
16x20  feet,  was  built  of  hemlock  and  beech  logs. 
It  is  still  standing,  being  used  as  a carpenter  aim 
tool  shop.  To-day  the  farm  bears  little  resem- 
blance to  the  place  on  which  he  located  over  a 
j third  of  a century  ago,  for  waving  fields  of  grain 
have  replaced  the  forest,  and  instead  of  the  log 
cabin  there  is  a comfortable  modern  residence, 
erected  on  a good  building  site  one  mile  east  of 
Galilee.  The, place  comprises  no  acres  of  valuable 
land. 

On  August  30,  1855,  Mr.  White  married  Miss 
Emily  Marks,  a native  of  Damascus  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Jake  and  Polly  (Keesler)  Marks, 
and  four  children  blessed  this  union:  (1)  Stephen 

L.  married  Esther  Gregg,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  Ernest  and  Kittie  E.  yet  living.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  wedded  Alary  Gregg, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  one  child,  Emily.  (2) 
Alary  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (3)  Ernest 
C.,  a resident  of  Damascus  township,  married 
Anna  Gregg,  and  has  one  child,  Cassie.  (4)  -Re- 
becca is  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Alarks,  of  Tanners  Falls, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  four  children,  Alabel,  Flor- 
ence, Harrison  and  Howard.  Air.  White's  great- 
est loss  was  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  November  14,  1890.  She  was  a good  wife, 
a tender  mother,  a kind  neighbor  and  a faithful 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Church.  Air.  W hite  is 
also  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Alethodist 
Ctiurch,  and  has  served  as  Sabbath-school  super- 
intendent for  the  long  period  of  twenty-three 
years.  His  political  support  is  always  given  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a man  of  broad  and  lib- 
eral views,  and  one  who  has  always  given  a cordial 
support  to  those  enterprises  which  tend  to  elevate 
the  religious  and  educational  standing  of  the  com- 
munity. 

LEVI  OSTRANDER,  who  was  one  of  the 
“brave  boys  in  blue’’  during  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  is  now  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a native 
of  New  York,  born  in  Ulster  county  in  1841.  His 
uncle,  Levi  Ostrander,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  the  family  has  always  been  a loyal  and 
patriotic  one. 

John  Ostrander,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood was  married  in  that  State  to  Aliss  Alarinda 
Alorehouse,  of  Ulster  county,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  namely:  John,  Eliza,  Harvey  and 

Amanda.  After  the  death  of  this  wife  he  wedded 
Aliss  Susan  B.  Aliller,  of  Greenfield,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Peleg  Aliller,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children:  Jesse,  who  died  in  the  South  while 

fighting  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  now 
fills  a soldier’s  grave;  Levi,  the  subject  of  this 
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sketch;  Reuben,  also  one  of  the  gallant  soldiers  of 
the  Civil  war,  who  for  nine  months  was  confined  in 
the  loathsome  Andersonville  prison,  and  later  died 
at  City  Point,  Ya. ; Maggie;  Mary,  deceased; 
l'rances,  wife  of  S.  Stebbens,  of  New  York;  Ste- 
phen; and  Nelson,  deceased.  The  father  of  these 
children  followed  wagonmaking  as  a life  work;  was 
a Democrat  in  political  sentiment ; and  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
the  mother  also  belonged.  She  died  id  Wayne 
county  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  he  passed 
away  when  sixty-two  years  of  age,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

In  the  State  of  his  nativity  Levi  Ostrander 
was  reared  to  manhood,  his  mother  teaching  him 
to  read  and  write,  and  later  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  where  he  received  a fair  English  education. 
When  President  Lincoln  issued  his  call  for  300,000 
volunteers  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion 
our  subject  enlisted,  September  22,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany I,  84th  P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  John  Comfort 
and  Col.  Bowman,  and  on  December  13  of  that 
year  participated  in  his  first  battle,  that  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, under  Gen.  Burnside.  Here  he  had  his 
collar-bone  broken  and  received  a severe  kick  from 
a horse  that  cut  the  end  of  his  nose  and  knocked 
out  several  teeth.  The  following  July,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg,  he  was  injured  by  a bursting 
shell,  a piece  of  which  passed  through  his  hand 
and  another  through  his  thigh.  When  the  battle 
was  over  he  was  removed  from  the  field  on  a 
stretcher  and  for  over  a year  lay  in  hospital.  Fi- 
nally he  was  honorably  discharged,  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  home  to  resume 
his  farming  operations,  in  which  he  has  been  quite 
successful.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of 
eighty-seven  acres  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  improved  with  a good  residence,  large  barns 
and  substantial  outbuildings. 

In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Ostrander  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Corinda  Youngs,  a daughter  of 
George  and  Lena  Youngs,  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children:  Eunice  (now  the  wife  of  James  Lud- 

wig), Arthur  H.,  John  H.,  Nelson,  Harry  E.  and 
Lozelle  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
months).  The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was 
a worthy  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  passed 
away  in  September,  1891,  and  her  death  was 
mourned  by  many  warm  friends  as  well  as  her  im- 
mediate family.  Mr.  Ostrander  was  again  married, 
in  December,  1892, his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Bertha  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and 
reared  and  educated  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  having 
come  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1873. 
Her  father,  P.  A.  Miller,  became  a miner  in  Scran- 
ton; her  mother  died  in  1883.  Their  cnildren  were 
Lena,  Bertha,  John,  William  and  'tena.  Bv  his 
second  marriage  Mr.  Ostrander  has  three  children: 
Bertha  Amelia,  now  aged  six  years ; Erma  Fran- 
ces, aged  three ; and  Levi  Ransom,  aged  one. 

Politically  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party;  and,  fraternally,  is  a member  of 


Grand  Army  Post  No.  198,  of  Honesdale.  He 
was  a brave  soldier,  and  is  therefore  a good  citizen, 
reliable,  enterprising,  and  progressive,  with  always 
a kind  word  and  a pleasant  smile  for  those  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

HON.  NELSON  FAY  UNDERWOOD.  In 
studying  the  lives  and  character  of  prominent  men, 
we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  secret  of 
their  success  and  the  motives  that  have  prompted 
their  action.  Self-reliance,  conscientiousness,  en- 
ergy, honesty — these  are  the  traits  of  character  that 
| insure  the  highest  emoluments  and  greatest  success, 

I and  to  these  may  we  attribute  the  success  that  has 
crowned  the  efforts  of  Mr.  L’nderwood,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Lake 
Como,  and  has  for  three  terms  represented  Wayne 
county  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1830,  at  Oxford,  Wor- 
cester Co.,  Mass.,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  Under- 
wood, a native  of  Windham  county,  Conn.  The 
grandfather,  Samuel  Underwood,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut of  English  ancestry,  and  in  that  State 
married  a Miss  Richardson,  who  after  his  death 
wedded  Simon  Carpenter.  The  grandparents  both 
died  in  Connecticut.  Daniel  Underwood  was  reared 
at  Pomfret,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  near  the  Put- 
nam Wolf  Den,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  He  married  Harriet  Fay,  a native 
of  Worcester  county,  Zdass.,  and  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Phoebe  (Marsh)  Fay,  the  former  born  in 
Massachusetts  of  French  ancestry.  In  1830  Dan- 
iel Underwood,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children,  came  by  team  and  wagon  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  spending  the  first  year  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
In  1832  they  located  in  Preston  township  on  what 
lias  since  been  known  as  the  Underwood  home- 
stead. but  at  that  time  only  three-quarters  of  an 
acre  had  been  cleared  and  a log  cabin  erected 
thereon.  Wild  animals,  including  wolves,  were 
frequentlv  seen,  and  most  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try was  still  in  its  primitive  condition.  The  father 
spent  the  last  seven  years  of  his  life  in  Hancock,  N. 
Y.,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six;  the  mother,  who 
survived  him  some  years,  died  in  Equinunk,  Wayne 
county,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  For  many 
! years  she  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Throughout  his  active  business  life  Dan- 
iel Underwood  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  very  successful  in 
! his  operations.  Until  1840  he  was  a Jacksonian 
1 Democrat,  but  that  year  voted  for  W.  H.  Harrison, 

! and  continued  to  support  the  Whig  party  until  the 
j organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  when 
| he  voted  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and  four  years  later  for 
.Abraham  Lincoln.  He  was  a man  of  strong  con- 
victions, and  was  a firm  advocate  of  the  principles 
in  which  he  believed.  Fraternally  he  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Flancock,  New  York. 

To  Daniel  and  Harriet  (Fay)  Underwood 
I were  horn  six  children : Lewis  A.  died  at  Lake 

1 Como  in  1893.  Nelson  Fay  is  second  in  the  family. 
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Willard  G.  is  engaged  in  the  stone  business  in  Han- 
cock. X.  Y.  Prescott  is  a farmer  living  near  Seattle, 
Wash.  Lavina  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  J.  E.  Wood- 
mansee,  of  Lake  Como.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Le- 
ander  Howard,  of  Hancock.  X.  Y.  The  daughters 
both  engaged  in  teaching  school  prior  to  their  mar- 
riage. 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead,  Mr.  Underwood, 
of  this  review,  began  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  later  attending  an 
academy  for  two  terms,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  district  schools  for  the  same  length  ! 
of  time.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  lumber- 
ing and  farming,  and  in  1866  located  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  which  he  successfully  operated  for 
twenty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  re- 
moved to  Lake  Como,  where  for  three  and  one-half 
years  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  his 
son,  E.  B. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  married,  January  17, 
1857,  at  Thompson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Rice,  who  was  Dorn  in  Worcester 
county.  Mass.,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Har- 
ford, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Pier  parents  were 
Amos  J.  and  Sallie  (Green)  Rice,  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  former  of  whom  died  in  Harford, 
Penn.,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  I11 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Har- 

riette,  who  married  F.  Sanford,  but  both  are  now 
deceased*;  Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject;  Daniel,  who 
died  in  youth;  Ellen,  widow  of  S.  Hardy,  a resi- 
dent of  Westfield,  Mass. ; Carrie  C.,  wife  of  .Wil- 
lard G.  Underwood,  of  Hancock,  X.  Y. ; and  Plar- 
vey  S.,  who  was  a member  of  the  17th  Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  in  action  near  Trevilians,  Va. 
The  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Harford,  Penn.,  is  named  in 
honor  of  this  young  hero. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Under- 
wood are  as  follows ; Xettie  F. : E.  B.  and  H.  R., 
who  are  graduates  of  the  American  School  of 
Osteopathy  at  Kirksville,  Mo.,  the  former  practic- 
ing at  Elmira,  X.  Y.,  and  the  latter  at  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Rosalia;  Kate  S.,  who  for  four  years  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching,  ancl  died  at  San 
Diego,  Cal.,  at  which  time  site  was  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Frisbee ; and  Dolly,  who  died  in  1879.  at  the 
age  of  four  years.  All  have  been  provided  with  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages.  Xettie  having  at- 
tended school  in  Prompton,  Wavne  county;  Rose 
in  Hancock,  X.  Y.,  and  the  others  in  Pleasant 
Mount,  Wayne  county.  The  family  have  a beau- 
tiful home  at  Lake  Como,  where  they  delight  to 
entertain  their  many  friends,  and  in  the  social  cir- 
cles  of  that  place  they  occupy  an  enviable  position,  j 
Parents  and  children  all  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  < lmreh. 

Mr.  Underwood  has  the  finest  mineral  col- 
lection in  Wayne  county,  and  has  also  many  inter- 
esting Indian  relics.  Socially  he  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Hancock.  X'.  Y., 
and  he  is  still  a member  of  Como  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  part}-  he 
has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters  and  an  earnest 
advocate  of  its  principles,  taking  a leading  and  im- 
portant part  in  political  affairs.  He  has  filled  al- 
most all  of  the  local  offices,  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace  many  years,  and  in  1878  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature,  taking  his  seat  in  January 
of  the  following  year.  At  the  end  of  his  term,  his 
name  was  again  placed  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  this  fime  he  was  defeated  by  nine  votes.  How- 
ever, in  1894,  and  again  in  1896,  he  was  elected  to 
that  body,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  popular  members  of  the  House,  serving  on  a 
number  of  important  committees.  From  1879  tJ 
1895  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. He  has  proved  a most  able  and  efficient 
representative  of  his  district,  and  the  measures  he 
advocates  have  always  met  with  warm  and  cordial 
support.  [Mr.  Underwood  has  contributed  an  in- 
teresting and  instructive  article  on  the  Geology  of 
Wayne  county  to  Mr.  Haines  for  use  in  his  con- 
templated "Centennial  History  of  Wayne  County. "J 

JOFIX*  F.  STEWART,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county,  bears  an  lion- 
arable  record  as  a business  man  and  as  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war.  In  September,  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  198th  P.  V.  I.,  the  "Union  League 
Regiment”,  under  Capt.  B.  F.  Gardner,  of  Fac- 
toryville.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth 
Corps.  Mr.  Stewart  served  on  detached  duty  until 
the  fall  of  1864,  and  took  part  in  all  the  engage- 
ments of  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  first  one  being  the 
battle  of  the  South  Side  Railroad.  After  Lee's 
surrender  he  marched  from  Appomattox  to  Ar- 
lington Heights,  where  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service,  after  participating  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
Washington. 

Air.  Stewart's  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  James  Stewart,  came 
from  the  Flighlands  of  Scotland  in  Colonial  times, 
being  the  first  white  settler  in  Delaware  county, 
X.  Y.  This  worthy  pioneer  was  driven  from  his 
home  three  times  by  the  Indians,  but  he  was  not  dis- 
heartened by  his  trials  and  hardships,  and  his 
estate  of  400  acres,  purchased  from  the  govern- 
ment, became  a fine  property.  Fie  and  his  wife, 
Margaret  (Frazier),  had  a large  family  of  children, 
and  their  four  sons  were  all  given  portions  of  the 
homestead.  (1)  William  married,  and  settled  for 
a time  at  the  homestead.  He  was  a man  of  much 
ability,  although  self-educated,  and  finally  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  'Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He  had 
several  children  who  became  noted  as  writers  in 
various  journals  and  magazines.  (2)  John,  our 
subject's  father,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth. 
(3)  Isabella,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
married  a Mr.  Gregory,  of  Xew  York  City,  a 
wealthy  importer  of  fancy  goods.  She  left  one 
son,  Daniel  Gregory,  who  was  a prominent  mer- 
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chant  of  New  York  City.  (4)  Margaret  married 
Swetau  Grant,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.  They  had  no  family.  (,5)  James  ; 
remained  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married,  and  : 
had  two  sons — Hector,  who  married  and  settled  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn. ; and  Charles,  who  died  at  the  i 
old  homestead,  where  his  only  son,  Hector,  still 
resides.  (6)  Rachel  married  John  T.  Moore,  of 
Mooresville,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y.  They  left  no  j 
family.  (7)  Charles  was  weil  educated,  and  was 
principal  of  different  schools  in  New  York  City  j 
and  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  finally  1 
settled.  He  died  leaving  two  children.  Clark  and  ' 
Margaret;  Clark  became  a very  wealthy  and  promt-  ! 
nent  business  man  of  Brooklyn,  where  he  still  re-  | 
sides;  he  was  cashier  for  Jenny  Lind,  the  "Swedish 
Nightingale,”  while  on  her  tour  of  this  country  j 
tinder  the  management  of  P.  T.  Barnunt.  Mar-  ! 
garet  married  Mr.  Kingsley,  one  of  the  great  capi- 
talists of  Brookh  n,  later  a paper  manufacturer  of  j 
New  Jersey. 

John  Stewart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  | 
born  in  1775  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y..  and  his  j 
wife,  Millicent  (Landon),  was  born  in  the  same 
locality  in  1786.  He  acquired  a good  education  j 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  for  a number  of  years 
he  taught  successfully  in  Delaware,  New'  Jersey  j 
and  Pennsylvania.  In  1837  he  purchased  a farm  1 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  ; 
which  lie  devoted  his  attention  in  summer  for  sev-  j 
eral  years  while  teaching  in  winter.  He  resided  in 
New  Milford  for  two  years  while  teaching'  there, 
and  later  he  made  his  home  in  Herrick,  w here  his 
wdfe  died  in  1850.  From  that  time  he  lived  with  j 
his  children  until  his  death  in  1868.  and  his  remains 
now  rest  beside  those  of  his  wife  in  the  Harford 
cemetery.  While  he  did  not  crave  public  honors, 
he  always  took  an  interest  in  the  questions  of  the 
time,  being  a strong  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he 
and  his  worthy  wife  were  active  in  religious  work 
as  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  : 
had  seven  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Delaware  county.  X.  Y.  (1)  Charles  was  placed 
bv  his  father  in  a wholesale  store  in  New  York 
City  during  boyhood,  and  remained  there  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old.  Pie  then  started  on  a 
nine-years’  tour  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
Washington,  D.  C.,  he  traveled  all  over  the  country.  1 
Returning  to  his  father’s  home  in  Susquehanna  ; 
county,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Roberts,  a niece  of 
the  well  known  S.  Mylcrt.  of  New  Milford,  who  was 
a Russian  by  birth,  (.diaries  Stewart  settled  in 
New  Milford,  then  in  I’ittston,  where  he  resided 
for  some  time,  but  later  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of 
Topeka,  Kans.  He  died  in  Chicago  while  under 
treatment  for  cancer,  leaving  a widow  and  four 
children,  Florence.  Willie,  Thomas  and  Jerome,  all 
residents  of  Kansas.  (2)  Polly  L.  married  Her- 
bert Dimock,  and  resided  at  Dimock  Corners,  in 
Susquehanna  count}’,  for  some  years.  In  1857  they 
removed  to  Avoca,  Wis.,  and  later  they  moved  to 
Lake  county.  South  Dakota,  where  thev  died  leav-  1 


ing  three  children,  Frederick,  Robertine  and 
Blanche : both  of  the  daughters  were  well  educated, 
and  became  successful  teachers.  (3)  Harriet 
Helen  was  weii  educated  under  her  father's  in- 
structions. and  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers 
of  Susquehanna  county  for  a number  of  years.  She 
married  Edmund  Sampson,  a farmer  of  Starrucca; 
they  died  at  their  farm,  and  their  only  daughter, 
Agnes,  is  now  the  wife  of  Stephen  Skillett.  of  Star- 
rucca. They  have  six  sons.  Edmund,  Charles, 
George.  Ralph.  John  and  Thomas  Skillett.  (4) 
Thomas  J.  died  at  Herrick  in  early  manhood.  He 
was  much  liked  among  his  associates,  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  (5)  Margaret 
E.  is  the  widow  of  John  Hayden,  of  New  Milford, 
formerly  or.e  of  the  leading  merchants  and  business 
men  of  that  town.  Pie  died  leaving  no  family,  and 
his  widow'  resides  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.  (6) 
Melicent  L.  taught  school  for  a time,  and  later  mar- 
ried  George  Davis,  oi  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
and  moved  to  Kankakee,  111.,  where  they  resirled 
two  years.  Pie  wras  employed  as  car  inspector,  and 
was  killed  while  on  duty.  He  left  no  family,  and 
his  witlow  now  resides  with  her  sister.  Mrs.  Hay- 
den, in  Binghamton.  (7)  John  F..  our  subject, 
comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (8)  Ursula  died 
in  Harford  when  eight  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  30.  1828.  and 
was  nine  years  old  when  the  family  removed  from 
the  old  homestead  in  Idelaware  county.  N.  Y.  He 
received  a good  education  at  the  Harford  Academy, 
where  he  was  a schoolmate  of  Judge  Henry  \\  ill- 
iams.  of  the  Supreme  Bench,  also  of  E.  B.  Chase. 
Pie  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  his 
marriage,  in  1856.  to  Miss  Gulielma  Williams,  a 
descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Williams, 
prominent  residents  of  Herrick  township.  After 
his  marriage  our  subject  bought  a farm  at  Dimock 
Corners,  where  he  resided  for  a number  of  years, 
and  during  the  Civil  war  his  wife  and  children  re- 
mained there.  In  1874  he  sold  his  farm,  and  in 
1S76  bought  real  estate  in  Lanesboro.  where  he 
erected  a fine  house  in  1876.  His  genial  nature  has 
made  him  many  friends,  and  he  is  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  Red  Men  and  Treniain  Post  No. 
81.  G.  A.  R..  at  Lanesboro.  Although  never  an 
office  seeker,  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  his  sons 
are  a1  so  adherents  of  that  party.  He  has  always 
been  active  in  Church  and  Sunday-school  work  in 
connection  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
beloved  wife,  who  was  for  many  years  a devout 
member  of  that  society,  died  in.  Lanesboro  March 
it,  t88o.  Of  their  five  children,  the  eldest.  Ralph 
E..  born  at  Herrick  in  1857,  was  educated  in  the 
select  schools  of  Lanesboro,  and  as  a young  man 
went  to  Schuylkill  county.  Penn.,  where  he  became 
a clerk  in  his  uncle’s  store.  Some  wars  later  he 
entered  the  office  of  a coal  firm  in  Lykens  \ alley, 
and  while  there  he  had  his  limb  cut  off  in  a rail- 
road accident,  which  caused  his  death  in  1880.  He 
was  a promising  young  man  and  had  many  friends. 
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(2)  Ernest  W.,  born  at  Herrick  in  i860,  married 
Miss  Salina  Gray,  of  Lanesboro,  and  for  a time 
located  in  that  borough.  Later  he  and  his  brother- 
in-law,  M.  Bowers,  a business  man,  with  their  fami- 
lies, went  to  Omaha.  Neb.,  but  after  two  years  they 
all  returned  to  the  East.  Ernest  W.  then  hired  as 
stage  carpenter  in  an  opera  house  in  Chicago,  but 
was  there  taken  sick  with  pneumonia,  and  died  in 
18S5.  He  left  a widow  and  two  children,  Walter, 
a student  in  the  high  schools  of  Binghamton,  and 
Bertha,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in  Susque- 
hanna. (3)  Blanche,  born  in  1862,  married 
Dwight  Newell,  of  Lanesboro,  and  moved  to  Ashe- 
ville, X.  C.,  where  he  is  a prominent  railroad  man. 
being  manager  of  the  Asheville  railroad.  Mrs, 
Newell  died  in  1885,  while  on  a visit  to  her  parents, 
and  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Lanesboro.  She 
left  one  daughter,  Katie.  (4)  Rolla  F.,  born  in 
Herrick,  was  educated  in  Lanesboro,  and  as  a 
young  man  went  to  Omaha,  where  he  spent  one 
year  as  a clerk  in  a drug  store.  He  then  became 
manager  for  a telephone  company,  putting  up  lines 
from  Omaha  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  about  four- 
teen years  ago  went  to  Australia  to  superintend 
their  work.  (5)  Charles  H.,  born  .at  Llerrick  in 
1868,  is  now  employed  on  the  Susquehanna  rail- 
road ; he  married  the  widow  of  his  brother  Ernest 
W.,  and  has  three  children,  Frank,  Ida  May  and 
Marguerite,  who  reside  in  Susquehanna. 

PHILANDER  FLETCHER  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored sons  of  Wayne  county,  as  well  as  a leading  and 
representative  farmer  of  51 1.  Pleasant  township. 
A man  of  progressive  ideas,  broad-minded  and 
liberal,  he  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities 
in  life,  and  has  risen  to  a foremost  place  among  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  his  community. 

Bern  February  23,  1823,  Mr.  Fletcher  is  a son 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Decoba)  Fletcher,  the 
former  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of 
Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.  From  Connecticut  they 
came  to  \\  ayne  county,  Penn.,  during  the  pioneer 
epoch  of  this  region,  when  the  country  was  an  al- 
most unbroken  wilderness,  and  in  the  primitive  for- 
est they  cut  the  logs  for  their  first  home  there. 
After  living  for  a time  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware river  they  came  to  Nit.  Pleasant  township, 
and  located  where  Hugh  Lestrang  now  lives, 
about  one  mile  west  of  our  subject’s  present  home. 
By  trade  the  father  was  a cabinetmaker,  but  during 
his  residence  in  Pennsylvania  was  principally  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years,  the  result  of  an  injury  sus- 
tained from  the  kick  of  a horse.  Politically  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection  a worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged.  She  departed  this  life  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  In  their  family 
were  children  as  follows:  John  E. : Ruth,  who 

died  when  young:  Almira,  widow  of  Marcus  Wil- 
cox, of  Honcsdale:  Philander:  Solon,  who  died  at 
Pleasant  Mount:  Lucy  and  Joseph,  both  deceased; 


Lucy  (2),  deceased  wife  of  Jackson  Hines,  of 
Wayne  county;  Nancy,  deceased;  Sally  Anne,  wife 
of  L.  W.  Rude,  of  Walton,  N.  Y. ; and  Amanda, 
wife  of  Norman  Llines,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

During  his  minority  Philander  Fletcher  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof,  and  he  early  became 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  incident  to  farm  life. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  secured  fifty- 
six  acres  of  land,  and  several  years  later  purchased 
another  tract  of  forty-two  acres.  ITis  education 
was  received  in  the  old  log  school-house  so  common 
in  early  days,  and  since  leaving  the  school  room  he 
has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
with  most  gratifying  results.  He  has  cleared 
about  nine-tenths  of  his  land,  and  has  replaced  the 
little  log  cabin  by  a more  commodious  and  modern 
dwelling,  which  is  surrounded  with  good  barns 
and  outbuildings.  L'pon  the  place  is  one  of  the 
best  orchards  to  be  found  in  Wayne  county. 

On  August  21,  1845,  Mr.  Fletcher  was  united 
in  marriage  with  NIiss  Sarah  Wilcox,  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  and  a daughter  of  Ezaias  and  Lucy 
(Compton)  Wilcox).  Her  father,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  the  forests  of  this  region,  was 
an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  served  as  deacon  in  the  same  for 
many  years.  Lie  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Ambrose,  deceased;  Ambrose  (2); 
Marcis;  Sarah,,  wife  of  our  subject;  Axie  Marie, 
deceased;  Axie  Marie  -(2);  David  Stuart;  Lucy 
Jane,  wife  of  S.  Clemno ; Benjamin;  and  two  who 
died  when  young. 

Seven  children  blessed  the  union  of  51  r.  and 
5Irs.  Fletcher  in  order  of  birth  as  follows : George, 
who  now  lives  near  Philadelphia,  Penn. ; Abbie, 
wife  of  Norris  Brown,  of  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  the  mother  of  three  children, 
5Ierrett,  Clarence  and  Minnie;  Anna,  wife  of 
Charles  Gear,  by  whom  she  has  three  children. 
Cora,  Ernest  and  Wright ; Solon,  who  married 
Louise  Hartman,  and  has  four  children,  Francis, 
Grace,  Alice  and  Edna;  Libbie,  wife  of  \ ictor 
Gear;  Adelia,  deceased;  and  Leroy,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years. 

In  early  life  5Ir.  Fletcher  was  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, but  now  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  of  which  his  son  Solon  is  also  a sup- 
porter. He  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  natural  business  ability,  is  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  thoroughly  reliable,  and  his  life  has 
ever  been  such  as  to  command  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He 
is  a devout  member  of  the  Free  5Iethodist  Church, 
while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

ELDER  TOI 1 X GRUBB  RAYMOND,  a well 
known  Methodist  Eniscnpal  minister  now  Inert'd  at 
Carlcv  Brook,  Wavnc  countv,  was  born  on  a farm 
in  Newcastle  county,  Del.,  August  6,  18.44,  a son 
of  Sebastian  and  Ann  B.  (Grubb)  Raymond,  na- 
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tives  of  Luzerne,  Switzerland,  and  Newcastle 
county,  Del.,  respectively.  The  father  is  now  a 
resident  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
place ; he  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  The  mother  who  passed  away  in 
January,  1S99,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  was 
also  a devout  member  of  that  Church. 

Elder  Raymond  is  entirely  a self-made  man, 
having  left  the  home  farm  at  the  tender  age  of 
eight  years  to  make  his  own  wav  in  the  world.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  learning  the  shoemak- 
er’s trade  with  J.  R.  Murphy,  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
and  was  thus  employed  until  entering  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war.  On  October  23,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  2nd  D.  V.  1.,  under  Capt. 
Thomas  J.  Wood,  and  was  afterward  discharged  in 
order  to  re-enlist  at  Stevensburg.  For  a while  he 
served  as  sergeant  of  his  company,  and  was  quar- 
termaster-sergeant of  the  1st  Del.  Yol.  Yet.  Inf. 
for  about  one  year,  holding  that  rank  until  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Munson’s  Hill,  July  12,  1865. 
He  then  resumed  work  at  his  trade  as  a shoemaker. 

In  1870  Mr.  Raymond  entered  the  ministry  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  hut  for  about  ten 
years  was  interested  only'  in  local  work.  In  1S80. 
however,  he  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Church 
at  Newark  Union,  Newcastle  Co.,  Del.,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years ; the  following  year  had 
charge  of  a Church  in  the  Catskill  mountains, 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. ; for  two  years  was  located  in 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  one  year  in  Waverly,  Penn. ; 
one  year  in  South  Canaan,,  Wayne  county;  and  five 
years  in  Arlington,  Wayne  countv.  He  now  has 
charge  of  the  Church  at  Carley  Brook,  and  is  an 
untiring  worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Master,  labor- 
ing earnestly  for  the  betterment  of  his  fellowmen 
and  for  the  welfare  of  the  communities  in  which  his 
lot  has  been  cast.  Pie  not  only  has  the  love  and 
confidence  of  his  own  congregations,  but  has  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

DAVID  S.  DOYLE.  Among  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Wayne  county  there  are  many  who  man- 
ifested their  loyalty  and  patriotism  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Rebellion  by  going  to  the  front  and 
valiantly  fighting  for  the  old  llag  and  the  cause  it 
represented.  Mr.  Doyle  responded  to  his  country’s 
call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  Company  D,  179th  P.  \ . I., 
for  nine  months'  service,  and  with  his  regiment  was 
stationed  most  of  the  time  near  Yorktown,  \ a.,  be- 
ing honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn., 
when  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired. 

Mr.  Doyle,  now  a leading  farmer  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  August 
16,  1835,  at  Carbondalc,  Penn.,  and  is.  a son  of  Gar- 
rett Doyle,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  a young  man  and  lived  for  many  years  in 
Carbondalc,  but  died  in  Philadelphia  when  in  his 
fortieth  year.  By  trade  lie  was  a carpenter.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Huldah  Swezy, 
survived  him  for  many  years,  passing  away  in  Mt.  I 


Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  at  the  age  of 
I seventy-six.  In  their  family  were  three  children: 
j William,  who  lives  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; David 
j S. ; and  Anne,  wife  of  Wesley  Howell. 

David  S.  Doyle  acquired  his  literary  education 
in  the  public  schools.  On  April  7,  1859,  he  married 
j Miss  Mary  Giles,  a native  of  England,  who  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  came  to  this  country  with  her 
' parents,  William  and  Catherine  (Mills)  Giles.  In 
the  Giles  household  were  nine  children : Emily, 

William, Kate,  Mar}',  Christopher,  John,  Grace,  and 
two  who  died  when  young.  Six  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dovle;  ( 1 ; William  H.,  a 
resident  of  Wayne  county,  married  Mary  Spen- 
cer, daughter  of  James  Spencer,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Frank,  Clara,  Howard  and  David. 
(2)  John  W.,  also  of  Wayne  county,  married  Hat- 
tie Monroe,  and  they  have  three  children,  Emma, 
Irwin  and  Alice.  (3)  Emma,  who  married 
Charles  II.  Spencer,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  died 
in  November,  1894.  (4)  Seymour,  who  lives  on 

the  old  homestead  with  his  parents,  married  Jennie 
Spencer,  daughter  of  James  Spencer;  she  died  Au- 
gust 1,  1892,  leaving  one  child,  Tennie  Florence. 
(5)  Frank  died  when  young.  (6)  Susie  May 
lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  David  S.  Doyle, 
the  mother  of  this  family,  died  November  8,  1898, 
after  an  illness  of  five  days,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

For  the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  Doyle  has  re- 
sided upon  his  present  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, having  purchased  the  place  of  Joseph  L. 
Smith.  It  is  known  as  the  old  John  Howell  farm 
and  contains  120  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land, 
improved  with  a comfortable  residence  and  good 
farm  buildings  of  all  kinds,  which  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  Politically  he  is 
a member  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  are  also  his 
two  sons,  William  and  Seymour.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Methodist  Church,  and  John  and  Seymour 
take  a verv  active  and  prominent  part  in  both 
Church  and  Sabbath-school  work.  Wherever 
known  the  family  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and 
their  circle  of  friends  is  only  limited  by  their  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

JOLIN  WESLEY  VAN  WERT,  a prominent 
and  representative  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  at  Beaver 
Brook,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  May  27,  1853.  and  be- 
| longs  to  an  old  and  distinguished  ' family  of  the 
| Empire  State.  The  Van  Werts  are  of  Holland 
1 descent,  and  to  the  great-uncle  of  our  subject,  Isaac 
Van  Wert,  is  due  the  capture  of  Benedict  Arnold, 
j the  traitor,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  George  \ an  V ert, 
! was  born  on  the  Hudson,  in  New  York,  son  of  John 
Van  Wert.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Slater,  a na- 
I tive  of  Sullivan  county  and  a daughter  of  David 
I Slater,  who  was  of  German  descent,  and  they  be- 
j came  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Johnson;  John  Wesley:  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Koehler,  of  Pike  county,  Penn.;  George,  of  Empo- 
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riuin,  Cameron  Co.,  Penn.;  William  H.,  of  lie  same 
place';  Mrs.  Alice  Howland,  of  Buffalo,  X.  Y. ; 
Stephen,  of  Emporium,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Lenora  Buhr, 
of  Elizabeth,  X.  J. : and  Prank,  of  Hawley,  Penn. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  Eebruary  23, 
1870;  the  father  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years,  a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y. 
Throughout  his  active  business  career  he  has  been 
a lumberman  and  farmer,  and  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  party  has  been  a stanch  Republican. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a member  of  Company 
K,  143rd  X.  Y.  Y.  I.,  and  proved  a valiant  and 
fearless  soldier  on  many  a Southern  battlefield. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  John  \V.  Van 
Wert  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  a fair  educa- 
tion in  its  common  schools.  On  leaving  home  he 
came  to  W ayne  county,  in  1873.  and  has  since  been 
identified  with  its  agricultural  interests,  now  own- 
ing a valuable  farm  of  130  acres  in  Berlin  township, 
which  is  under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings,  tie  is  also 
a stockholder  in  a creamery  and  conducts  a good 
dairy  upon  his  farm,  finding  this  branch  of  his  busi- 
ness quite  profitable. 

Air.  Van  Wert  was  married.  May  7,  1879,  to 
Miss  Susan  Male,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Wayne  county.  Her  father,  John  C. 
Male,  was  born  in  Cornwall.  England,  April  19, 
1827,  a son  of  Richard  and  Susan  (Huskin)  Male, 
also  natives  of  that  county,  the  former  of  whom 
came  to  America  in  1832,  with  one  son,  George. 
The  following  year  he  was  joined  by  his  son  Will- 
iam, and  in  1836  the  mother  and  John  C.  also 
crossed  the  Atlantic.  Eor  some  time  Richard  Male 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a tailor  in  Honesdale.  W ayne 
county,  but  in  1836  he  came  to  Berlin  townshin. 
purchasing  land  on  Vine  Hill  from  which  he  cleared 
the  timber,  erecting  thereon  a house.  Later  he 
moved  to  the  neighborhood  where  our  subject  now 
resides,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  vears. 
Pie  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  a devout  .member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  class-leader  for  forty  years ; as  a local 
preacher  in  England,  and  as  an  exhorter  most  of 
his  life.  Plis  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Their  son  George  Male  removed  to  the  State  of  I 
Oregon,  where  he  passed  away  in  1894.  leaving 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  second  son, 
Will  iam  Male,  died  in  1830.  leaving  a widow,  now 
Mrs.  Warfield;  and  a daughter,  now  Mrs.  Eliza 
Babcock,  of  Carbondale.  Penn.  John  C.  Male,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Van  Wert,  was  married  in  1854  to 
Miss  Ann  Spry,  a daughter  of  William  and  Ann 
fTamblvn)  Spry,  who  were  also  horn  in  Cornwall. 
England,  and  died  in  Berlin  township.  Wayne 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Male  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  viz. : William  C\.  a resident  of 

Egeria,  Routt  Co..  Colo.;  Joseph  Benson,  an  exten- 
sive cattleman  and  ranchman  of  the  same  place ; j 
Miles  M..  of  Peckville,  Penn.:  James  Spry,  a travel- 
ing man  of  Pittsburg,  Penn. ; Jonathan  T..a  medical 
student,  of  Buffalo,  X.  Y. : and  Susan,  wife  of  our 


subject.  The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was 
a most  estimable  woman,  died  February  14,  1871  ; 
the  father  passed  away  July  11,  1898,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  a Free  Method- 
ist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Wert  have  a family  of  five 
children,  namelv:  P'orest  Everett,  Herman  Mon- 

roe. Mabel  Anna.  Mildred  Jane,  and  Edith  Alice. 
The  parents  are  both  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
. hers  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Van  Wert  is  serving  as  steward.  Being  an  advo- 
cate of  Temperance  principles,  he  lias  become  an 
active  worker  in  the  Prohibition  party,  which  he 
always  supports  bv  his  ballot.  He  is  a large  man, 
of  kindly  disposition,  and  his  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  throughout  the  county  is  extensive. 

IOSEPH  H.  XEWHART,  a highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Delaware  Water  .Gap.  Monroe  county, 
has  held  for  many  years  the  position  of  steward  in 
the  “Kittatinny  Plouse,  a noted  hostelry  and  a fav- 
orite resort  of  the  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the 
Union  who  spend  their  summer  months  among  the 
charming  scenery  of  this  region.  As  a citizen  Mr. 
Xewhart  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  taking 
an  active  part  in  local  improvements,  and  his  genial, 
kindlv  disposition  has  won  him  the  friendship  of 
everyone  in  the  community. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his 
grandfather.  John  Xewhart,  having  settled  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  at  an  early  day,  en- 
gaging in  the  blacksmith's  trade.  This  worthy  citi- 
zen married  Jemima  DePuy,  and  they  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  our  subject's  father,  Abram 
Xewhart,  was  the  second.  Of  the  others,  ( 1 ) 
Charles  is  deceased.  (3)  Aaron,  who  was  not 
married,  went  South  previous  to  the  Civil  war,  and 
was  never  heard  from  afterward.  (4)  Peter  now  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead  in  Smithfield  township. 
(5)  Daniel  is  deceased.  (6)  Lewis,  who  died  at  his 
j home  in  Delaware  Water  Gap.  married  Miss  Louise 
I Sandt.  of  .Northampton  county,  and  had  five  chil- 
I dren.  Mary,  Eva.  Lizzie.  David  and  George  (de- 
ceased). (7)  Sarah  married  Frederick  Casebeer,  of 
Smithfield  township,  where  she  died  leaving  no  fam- 
liv.  ( 8)  Miss  Susan  resides  at  the  old  homestead 
with  her  brother  Peter. 

Abram  Xewhart.  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
October  14.  1814.  in  Smithfield  township,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Susanna  Hau- 
ser. a native  of  the  same  locality,  born  September  10. 
1816.  He  then  settled  upon  a farm  in  Smithfield 
| township,  now  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  and 
i his  death  occurred  there  October  4.  1886.  his  esti- 
1 mable  wife  having  died  a few  years  previous,  on 
December  26,  1879.  Of  their  ten  children:  (1) 
Elizabeth,  horn  September  20.  1841.  died  in  in- 
fancy. (2)  Jemima,  born  Xovcmber  9,  1842,  mar- 
ried J.  Van  Houser,  of  Smithfield  township,  and 
resided  in  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  where 
she  died  in  1882.  Her  husband  survived  her 
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•with  three  children,  Lizzie,  Abram  and  George.  (3) 
Joseph  H.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be-  j 
low.  (4)  Sarah  J.,  born  April  9,  1847,  married 
George  Reinhart,  then  of  Xew  Jersey  and  now  a 
resident  of  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough.  They 
have  six  children,  Anna,  Samuel,  Susan,  Ada,  Pres- 
ton and  Raymond.  (5)  Hannah  died  in  infancy. 
(6)  Anna,  born  April  12,  1849,  married  George  B. 
Shanon,  who  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  ; 
Delaware  Water  Gap.  (7)  John  N„  born  March  4.  | 
1850.  died  March  5,  1879.  (8  ) Maggie,  born  October 
iS,  1854.  married  David  Huddleson,  who  is  engaged  ! 
in  general  mercantile  business  at  Bangor,  Penn.  (9)  | 
George  W.,  born  May  18.  1857,  married  Miss  Mary  I 
Yeisley,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  settled  upon  the  j 
old  homestead  in  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  but  ' 
some  years  after  engaged  in  business  there,  and  still 
continues  same.  He  has  three  children,  John,  Mag- 
gie and  Florence.  ( tof  Katie,  born  August  22,  i860, 
married  Harry  Christian,  of  Smithfield  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  11.  1844,  in 
Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  was  reared  a farmer 
boy  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  to.  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1869  he  purchased  a lot  frorh  his  father's 
old  farm,  and  erected  a good  two-story  house,  but 
in  1891  sold  the  property  and  removed  to  the  old 
homestead  which  he  purchased  later.  For  two  years 
he  resided  in  the  old  family,  residence,  but  he  then 
built  a fine  home  on  the  estate,  where  he  still  resides. 
Since  1881  he  has  been  steward  of  the  “Kittatinny 
House.”  owned  bv  W.  A.  Brodhead  & Sons,  and  his 
skillful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  position  has 
been  a recognized  factor  in  the  success  of  that  well- 
known  establishment.  Politically  Mr.  Xewhart  is  a 
Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  he  has  been 
frequently  chosen  to  office  bv  his  fellow  citizens.  For 
six  years  he  was  school  director  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship. and  after  the  organization  of  the  borough  he 
held  the  same  office  four  years.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  chief  burgess  for  one  year,  in  1894,  for  the  1 
term  of  three  years,  and  in  1897  he  was  chosen  to  j 
the  office  of  councilman,  which  lie  is  now  filling  ac- 
ceptably. In  religious  faith  he  is  a Presbvterian,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Church  at  Delaware  Water  Gap : his  parents  were 
among  the  original  supporters  of  the  denomination 
in  this  region. 

In  1868  Mr.  Xewhart  married  Miss  Sarah 
Smith,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  Smith,  and  a j 
member  of  a leading  faniilv  of  Smithfield  township.  : 
Their  only  child.  Miss  J ennic,  born  October  30,  1869.  1 
received  an  excellent  classical  and  musical  educa- 
tion. and  is  a favorite  in  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  neighborhood.  She  is  espccialK-  active  in  re-  1 
ligiotis  work  as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  i 
Church  and  Sunday-school  in  which  she  is  organist, 
and  she  is  one  of  the  workers  in  the  Christian  En- 
deavor Society.  Mr.  Xewhart  and  his  wife  have 
also  reared  one  of  his  nephews,  George  Houser,  a 
son  of  his  deceased  sister  Jemima,  and  have  given 


the  lad  the  same  educational  opportunities  afforded 
their  daughter.  At  present  he  is  attending  the 
Stroudsburg  Xormal  School,  taking  high  rank  in 
his  classes. 

DAXIEL  VAXWHY,  proprietor  of  the  “Val- 
ley House,”  near  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality, 
and  in  addition  to  the  management  of  his  well- 
patronized  hotel  he  has  recently  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  baskets  on  an  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  Vanwhy  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  and 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Israel  Yanwhv,  who  re- 
sided in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty. was  a citizen  of  more  than  usual  prominence. 
He  was  almost  ninety  years  old  when  he  was  called 
from  earth,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Leonard),  also 
lived  to  an  advanced  age.  Their  children  were: 
Henry,  Israel,  Martin,  Margaret,  Alary,  Lottie  and 
Julia. 

Henry  Vanwhy,  father  of  cur  subject,  was 
born  in  1832,  and  is  living  at  Smoky  Hill.  He 
spent  his  early  life  in  arduous  labor,  as  a tiller  of 
the  soil,  but  for  many  years  he  .has  been  invalided 
through  rheumatism.  He  married  Miss  Liza  Mil- 
ler, and  had  three  children:  Daniel  (our  subject)  : 

Sarah,  who  married  Roland  Miller,  and  resides  in 
Xorthampton  countv,  Penn. : and  Mary,  who  died 
when  two  years  old.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died,  and  for  his. second  wife  Mr.  Vanwhy  wedded 
Alary  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children:  Alar- 

garet,  William,  Jefferson,  .Alary  Ann,  Henry, 
Aloses.  Israel,  Peter,  Samuel,  and  Susan. 

Daniel  Vanwhy.  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  born  April  15,  1850,  in  Aliddle  Smith- 
field  township,  Alonroe  county.  It  is  due  to  him 
to  say  in  the  outset  that  he  is  purely  a self-made 
man,  having  through  his  own  peculiar  genius  and 
in  a straightforward  business  way  lifted  himself  in 
a few  years  from  the. "ragged  edge"  of  poverty  to 
an  honorable  place  as  a citizen.  LI  is  hotel  is  worth 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  his  basket  factory 
is  also  worth  several  thousand  dollars,  with 
every  prospect  of  an  advance  in  value.  In  his 
boyhood  days  his  educational  opportunities  were 
most  meagre.  At  the  age  of  twentv-four,  when 
he  desired  to  take  a wife  and  settle  down, 
lie  found  himself  penniless,  but  this  did  not 
prevent  him  from  marrying.  He  commenced 
keeping  house  with  seventeen  dollars  worth 
of  furniture,  purchased  on  credit,  and  later  he 
bought  a horse  on  credit  with  his  father  for  se- 
curity, but  the  horse  died  soon  afterward.  He 
managed  at  last  to  secure  a span  of  mules,  and  with 
them  to  do  the  hauling  he  commenced  cutting  and 
hauling  railroad  ties.  He  chopped,  hewed  and  de- 
livered the  ties  himself,  and  having  knocked  from 
the  hardwood  a subsistence  he  finally  secured  a 
tract  of  land;  but  he  was  still  poor.  In  course  of 
time,  however,  he  saved  about  three  hundred  dol- 
lars. just  enough  to  pay  for  the  ground  required, 
and  he  decided  to  build  a hotel  in  the  picturesque 
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region  at  the  forks  of  the  road  north  of  East 
Stroudsburg.  His  friends  tried  to  discourage  him, 
but  he  saw  an  opportunity  and  he  took  advantage 
of  it.  By  careful  management  he  built  a fine  brick 
hotel  of  three  stories,  which  was  opened  in  1893 
and  then  he  was,  so  to  speak,  on  his  feet.  How 
he  managed  and  how  he  saved  and  traded  can  be 
better  imagined  than  described.  The  story  would 
fill  a volume,  but  he  made  money  to  pay  his  bills 
and  kept  his  credit  good,  and  soon  had  money 
ahead.  He  lost  some  by  over-liberalitv  with  the  | 
needy,  for  he  remembered  his  own  trials,  and  never 
suspected  that  any  poor  man  would  be  less  honest 
and  full  of  resource  than  himself ; yet  notwithstand- 
ing losses  the  short  period  of  three  years  has  made 
him  practically  independent.  A fine  basket  fac- 
tory worth  about  $6,000  was  offered  for  sale,  and  in 
1897  he  purchased  it.  and  this  he  also  makes  profit- 
able. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  does  not 
aspire  to  omce.  His  first  wife,  who  in  her  maiden- 
hood was  Miss  Gussie  Smith,  died  a few  years 
after  their  marriage,  and  their  two  children  passed 
away  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Miss  Hannah  Miller,  who  has  proved  herself  an 
efficient  helpmeet.  Thev  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  adopted  two,  George"  Vanwhv  and 
May  Miller.  Mrs.  Hannah  (Miller i Vanwhv  is 
a daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Strunk) 
.Miller,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a daughter  of  John 
C.  Strunk,  who  is  now  living  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-four  years,  with  unimpaired  intellect, 
though  he  has  been  blind  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years.  William  Miller  and  his  wife  have  six  liv- 
ing children : B.  F„  who  has  been  county  commis- 

sioner for  six  years;  John;  Catherine,  wife  of  Ja- 
cob Mick;  Hannah;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Jacob  Rush; 
and  Rush,  who  married  Fannie  Smith. 

ERASTUS  BENNETT  is  numbered  among 
the  brave  “boys  in  blue”  who, .during  the  Civil  war, 
laid  down  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country 
while  defending  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  repre- 
sented. He  was  born  September  25,  1822.  a son 
of  John  Bennett,  a native  of  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  of  which  place  the  family  were  hon- 
ored pioneers.  Flis  parents  had  seven  children: 
The  eldest. son  is  deceased;  Erastus  was  second  in 
the  order  of  birth,  and  was  followed  by  Priscilla 
Coon,  Laura  Lee,  Wilbur,  Horace  and  John  Wes- 
ley. The  father  was  a pronounced  Republican  in 
politics,  but  was  very  broad  and  liberal  in  all  his 
views.  The  mother  was  a woman  of  strong  char- 
acter, and  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  Erastus  Ben- 
nett obtained  his  literary  education *in  the  public 
schools  of  that  section.  Soon  after  attaining  his 
majority  lie  was  married,  October  30,  1843,  at  West 
Herrick,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Martha  D.  Coon,  who  was 
born  in  Roxburv  township,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  1 ., 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hariet  Coon.  The 
children  born  to  them  are  as  follows : Lester  E., 


who  resides  on  the  home  farm,  married  Miss  Etta 
Kennedy,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Estella 
and  George,  and  after  her  death  wedded  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Miss  Nettie  Miller;  to  them  have  been 
born  two  daughters,  Vera  and  Hazel.  Cynthia  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Crandall,  of  Forest  City, 
Penn.  Alva  C.  is  married  and  makes  his  home 
in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  Ann  Del- 
pliine  is  the  wife  of  Wilbur  Kennedy,  of  Pleasant 
Mount,  Wayne  county.  Matilda  M.  is  Pie  wife  of 
E.  P.  Cargill,  of  Thompson.  Penn.  Louise  is  the 
wife  of  John  Hayden,  of  Dickinson,  N.  Dak. 
Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Hayden,  of  Ararat,  Penn. 
Weiss  Is  deceased.  Ira  -N.  completes  the  family. 

Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett enlisted  in  1S62,  on  President  Lincoln's  cal! 
for  300.000  men,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
B,  17th  P.  V.  I.,  and  after  two  years  of  faithful  and 
gallant  service  on  many  a Southern  battlefield, 
he  died  August  28,  1864.  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
South,  on  the  farm  that  once  belonged  to  Gen. 
Lee.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a 
zealous  worker  and  class-leader  in, the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  he  belonged.  Thus  passed  to  his 
reward  a man  of  noble  character,  one  who  acted 
well  his  part  in  life,  “wherein  all  honor  lies,  and 
who  gained  and  retained  the  confidence,  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 

Left  a widow  with  nine  children  depending 
upon  her,  Mrs.  Bennett  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  she  has  managed 
her  affairs,  displaying  remarkable  skill  and  ability 
in  the  supervision  of  her  farm  and  other  busi- 
ness interests.  Pier  children  do  credit  to  her  care 
and  attention,  all  occupying  honorable  positions  in 
life,  and  by  her  wisdom  and  kindness  she  has  reared 
an  everlasting  monument  in  their  hearts  and  those 
of  her  friends.  In  her  declining  years  she  will  be 
able  to  look  back  over  a well-spent  and  useful  life, 
and  when  the  inevitable  end  comes  can  confidently 
expect  the  welcome  plaudit : “Well  done,  thou 

good  and  faithful  servant.” 

W.  E.  FLOWER,  proprietor  of  the  leading 
meat  market  in  Gouldsboro,  V ayne  county,  was 
born  in  Clifton  township,  Lackawanna  Co..  Penn., 
October  16,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  Silas  Flower,  a 
native  of  Sterling  township,  V ayne  county. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  the  father  of  our 
subject  moved  to  Lackawanna  county,  where  lie  has 
since  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming,  being 
foreman  of  a sawmill  there  for  fourteen  years. 
For  the  past  twenty-six  years,  however,  he  has  lived 
upon  his  present  farm,  and  now  devotes  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  general  farming.  He  was 
married,  in  Clifton  township,  Lackawanna  county, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Summers,  by  whom  he  lias  four  chil- 
dren. namely:  V.  E.,  of  this  review;  and  Flora, 

Walter  and  Mary,  residing  on  the  old  home  in 
Lackawanna  county.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Abraham  and  Susan  ( 1 laze!  ton) 
blower,  the  former  born  in  Stroudsburg,  Fenn., 
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where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Later  in  life  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Sterling  townshio.  Wayne  coun- 
tv, where  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for 
some  years.  His  last  days,  however,  were  spent 
in  Daleville.  Penn.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  ! 
died.  . I 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  indebted  to  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  countv  for  his  edu-  j 
cational  privileges.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  working  for  neighbor- 
ing farmers,  and  subsequently  purchased  forty- 
acres  of  land  upon  which  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering  until  April  27,  1895,  when  he  moved 
to  Gouldsboro  and  purchased  the  meat  market 
which  he  has  since  so  successfully  conducted. 

At  Gouldsboro,  December  18,  1890,  Mr.  Flow- 
er was  married,  b_v  Rev.  Mr.  Hcilig,  a Lutheran 
minister,  to  Miss  Linnie  Tiger,  whose  parents,  Gar- 
ner and  Mary  (Fackenthall)  Tiger,  are  natives  of 
Lebanon,  N.  J.,  and  now  make  their  home  in 
Gouldsboro.  By  trade  her  father  is  a mason.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Flower  have  three  children : Howard,  j 

born  September  22,  1891  ; Mabel,  born  March  24, 
1893;  and  Annie,  born  September  29.  1894.  In 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Flower  is  a Republican,  j 
has  most  creditably  served  as  inspector  of  elections  j 
for  two  years,  and  is  tax  collector  at  the  present 
time.  In  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
Lutherans,  and  they  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  them. 

ALEXANDER  F.  LAWSON,  of  Manchester 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a well  known  contrac- 
tor and  builder,  of  whose  skill  many  notable  ex- 
amples are  seen  in  this  region.  1 horoughly  reli- 
able in  all  things,  the  quality'  of  Ins  work  is  a con- 
vincing test  of  his  own  personal  worth,  and  the 
same  admirable  trait  is  shown  in  his  conscientious 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  different  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  to  which  he  has  been  chosen 
in  business  and  political  life. 

Mr.  Lawson  was  born  in  Bethel.  Sullivan  Co., 
N.  Y.,  January  7,  183G,  a son  of  Mathew  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Kirshamer)  Lawson,  both  natives  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  born  in  Pough- 
keepsie. The  paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Lawson,  was  one  of  the  Revolutionarv  soldiers  who 
settled  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  was  driven  away 
by  the  British.  After  his  marriage  Mathew  B. 
Lawson  located  at  Bethel,  N.  Y..  where  he  pur- 
chased a large  amount  of  real  estate,  and  he  died 
upon  one  of  his  farms  there,  in  18G0.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  His  wife  passed  away  a few  years 
later,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy-eight.  In  their 
family  were  ten  children,  all  born  in  Bethel.  Sulli- 
van Co.,  X.  Y. : (1)  Peter  C.,  the  eldest,  married 

a Miss  Ostehont,  of  Bethel,  and  located  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  lie  followed  farming.  His  wife 
died  leaving  three  children,  of  whom  two  died 
young,  and  the  other,  Margaret,  is  unmarried. 
Later  he  wedded  Eliza  Fitzgerald,  of  Bethel,  lo- 
wborn he  has  one  daughter,  Mary,  and  they  still 


live  on  the  old  home  farm.  (2)  Sarah  J.,  born  in 
1825,  married  Edward  R.  Lawrence,  of  Sullivan 
county-,  who  died  in  1895;  her  death  occurred  in 
1S88.  Their  children  were  Viola  S.,  William  X., 
Nellie  (deceased)  and  Edward.  (3)  Thomas, 
born  in  1832,  married  and  resided  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, where  he  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Annie,  now  a resident  of  New  York.  (4) 
Alexander  F.  is  the  next  of  the  family  that  reached 
years  of  maturity.  (5)  John,  born  in  1840,  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  the  28th  N.  Y.  V.  I„  and 
was  killed  during  AIcClellan’s  retreat  at  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  Five  of  the  familv  died  in  childhood. 

Alexander  F.  Lawson  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  a good  education.  In  1857, 
when  still  a young  men,  he  came  to  Little  Equi- 
nunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  erected  a tannery  for 
the  firm  of  Wood  & Vanhenscoten,  continuing  to 
engage  in  contracting  and  building  there  until  his 
marriage.  In  1863  he  wedded  Miss  Mariette  Car- 
gin,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y., 
where  she  was  reared,  her  parents,  Gilbert  and 
Caroline  Cargin,  being  pioneers  of  that  county. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lawson  located  at  Long 
Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  followed  con- 
tracting for  three  years,  in  18G6  returning  to  Litxle 
Equinunk.  In  1873  he  bought  forty-  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Manchester  township,  on  the  creek,  one 
mile  from  the  village,  and  upon  that  place  erected  a 
fine  house  and  also  a wagon  and  blacksmmith  'hop. 
which  he  still  conducts.  He  has  cleared  and  im- 
proved his  farm,  but  still  gives  a portion  of  his  time 
to  contracting  and  building.  In  1870  he  built 
a tannery  at  Hills  Grove,  Sullivan  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  following  year  erected  one  at 
Hoytville,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  for  the  firm  of  Hoyt 
Bros.  Lie  is  a skillful  workman,  and  conscien- 
itouslv  fulfills  his  part  of  every  contract. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawson  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  namely:  (1)  Eudora  M., 

born  at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  in  1865,  was  educated 
in  Way-ne  county',  Penn.,  and  married  Gilbert 
Miner,  of  Delaware  countv,  N.  Y.  They  now  live 
in  North  Sanford,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming.  They  have  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Nellie,  Rena,  Grace.  Frank 
L.,  Helen,  and  Frank  B.  (who  died  in  infancy).  (2) 
Edward  G..  born  at  Little  Equinunk.  in  1868,  mar- 
ried Lillie  Toms,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  reside 
at  Long  Eddv,  N.  Y.  Frank  B.,  born  in  Wayne 
county,  in  1870,  was  educated  in  the  schools  at 
Equinunk,  and  now  follows  the  carpenter's  trade 
at  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  Lie  makes  his  home  with  his 
parents.  (4)  Mate  E.,  born  in  Little  Equinunk.  in 
1873.  is  a very  bright,  well  educated  young  lady, 
residing  at  home.  (5)  Ida  M.,  born  in  1876,  died 


in  1877. 


Mr.  Lawson  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
1870  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  under 
J.  W.  Gearv,  and  held  the  office  for  ten  years ; in 
1893  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position  and  is  the 
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present  incumbent,  discharging  the  duties  of  that 
office  in  a most  able  and  satisfactory  manner.  He 
has  also  held  the  office  of  school  director  for  thir- 
teen years,  and  township  treasurer  for  six  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  and  liberal 
supporters  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Little 
Equinunk,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  he  has  been 
a Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Delaware  Lodge 
No.  561,  F.  & A.  M.  By  his  thrift  and  good  man- 
agement he  has  accumulated  a comfortable  proper- 
ty, and  as  a business  man,  private  citizeii^and  pub- 
lic official  his  career  as  ever  been  such  as  to  com-  1 
mand  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact. 

DANIEL  BINGHAM,  a prominent  and  highly 
respected  ctizen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
November  3.  1845.  in  Brownville,  X.  Y.,  a son  of  ! 
Hiram  and  Ann  (Deviny)  Bingham,  also  natives  of 
that  State,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  coming  to  Hawley,  in  the  fall  of  1848. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  was  made  overseerer  on  the  construction  I 
of  the  Gravitv  railroad  for  the  Pennsylvania  Co.  He 
was  of  quiet,  retiring  disposition,  but  all  who  knew  1 
him  had  for  him  the  highest  regard.  He  always 
cast  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a ! 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  1 
wife  also  belonged.  In  September,  1879.  lie  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  she  died  three  I 
years  later,  at  the  age  of  eightv-three,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  at  Hawley.  Our  subject,  the 
youngest  of  their  five  children,  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  John  was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son canal  at  Brownville,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ten 
years  : Sylvia  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  ; Cornel- 
ius died  in  Hawley,  in  1876;  and  Mary  A.  died  in 
Dunmore,  Penn.,  in  1894 

Daniel  Bingham  was  but  three  years  old  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Hawley,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  old-fashioned 
district  school  for  three  months  duringthe  winter  un- 
til twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  and  finished  his 
literary  education  by  many  weary  nights  of  home  : 
study.  After  mastering  the  business,  lie  had  charge 
of  the  machinery  in  Joseph  Ensley’s  planing-mill  for 
three  years.  He  then  worked  at  house  building  until,  ! 
in  1865,  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  for  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  a sash  and  blind  factory. 
Returning  to  Hawley  in  1868,  he  and  his  brother 
Cornelius  leased  the  planing-mill  of  Mr.  Enslev, 
which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  J.  S.  O'Connor's  : 
glass-cutting  shop,  and  operated  it  together  until 
1873.  when  they  admitted  11.  K.  Pellett  to  a partner- 
ship. With  other  work  they  manufactured  furni- 
ture, and  also  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business. 
After  Mr.  Pellett  became  a member  of  the  firm  the 
plant  was  removed  to  the  site  of  the  present  electric 
plant,  but  in  1876  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a loss 
of  $9,000,  with  no  insurance  upon  it.  ( )wing  to  hard 
times,  business  was  not  resumed,  and  Mr.  Bingham  1 


again  turned  his  attention  to  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
being  engaged  in  house  building  until  1887,  when  he 
took  charge  of  B.  L.  Wood’s  planing-mill  in  Hones- 
dale.  During  the  five  years  he  operated  same  his 
family  still  continued  to  live  in  Hawley,  where  he 
afterward  worked  at  the  carpenter's,  trade  for  three 
vears.  In  1895  'le  became  interested  in  journalistic 
work,  being  now  solicitor  and  correspondent  for  the 
Wayne  county  Independent,  and  is  also  on  the  staff 
of  the  Scranton  Daily  Republican  and  local  corres- 
pondent for  the  Citizen  of  Honesdale,  for  which  he 
lias  written  many  able  and  interesting  articles.  He 
is  also  the  leading  insurance  agent  in  Wayne  county, 
for  fire,  life  and  casualty  insurance. 

Mr.  Bingham  has  devoted  his  whole  time  to 
newspaper  work  and  insurance  since  early  in  1897. 
His  courteous  treatment,  honest  representations  in 
business  matters  and  close  adherence  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  patrons  and  the  companies  he  repre- 
sents, have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  inhabit- 
ants within  a radius  of  many  miles  from  his  home 
town,  and  the  mention  of  "Bingham's  Agency"  at 
once  authenticates  reliability  in  all  branches  of  in- 
surance. Hawley  has  been  the  home  of  Mr,  Bing- 
ham for  fifty  vears.  He  owns  and  occupies  a fine 
residence  on  the  corner  of  Fifteenth  and  Nineteenth 
streets,  and  has  his  office  adjoining,  on  Nineteenth 
street. 

In  Mav,  1867.  at  Hawley.  Mr.  Bingham  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Ammerman,  who  died  in 
December.  1880,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  East  Hawley,  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely : Lizzie  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  ; 
Minnie  L..  now  the  wife  of  Charles  M.  Potter,  a 
butcher  of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Albert  Judgson,  a glass- 
blower  at  Streator,  111. ; Grace  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years : and  William  G.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  months. 

At  the  bride's  home  at  Cherry  Ridge.  Wayne 
countv,  Mr.  Bingham  was  again  married,  December 
11.  1882,  his  second  union  being  with  A I iss  Jennie 
S.  Plurd,  who  was  born  there  September  13.  1855. 
Her  parents.  Thomas  and  Planna  (Dony)  Hurd, 
were  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  came  with 
their  respective  parents  to  America,  the  former  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  at  Cherry 
Ridge.  He  died  in  February,  1897,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  there. 
The  mother  died  in  November,  1899.  Of  their 
children,  William  H.  died  in  1877:  Maria,  died  un- 
married; Elizabeth  married  Alfred  Ward,  a stone 
mason  of  Honesdale.  and  is  now  deceased ; Jennie  S. 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Della  lives  in  Honesdale: 
and  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Pierce,  a farmer  of 
Greenfield,  Pennsylvania. 

Socially  Mr.  Bingham  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M..  of  Hawley:  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  he  and  his 
wife  both  belong  to  the  Rebekah  branch  of  the 
latter  order.  He  is  an  earnest  and  faithful  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  she  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  they  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
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tiicni.  Politically  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  well  informed  on  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 

CHARLES  KELLER,  a well-to-do  agricult- 
urist of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  long  and  useful  life  has  been  identi- 
fied with  many  progressive  movements.  His  home- 
stead, which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  fam- 
ily since  pioneer  times,  gives  evidence  of  thrift  and 
industry,  and  fully  justifies  the  high  reputation  en- 
joyed by  Mr.  Keller  as  manager. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  Monroe 
county  was  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  who 
made  his  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  at 
which  time  the  Indians  were  still  troublesome,  and 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  Joseph  Keller,  and  a 
sister,  Alary  Keller,  were  captured  by  the  Indians 
and  held  as  prisoners  for  eight  years.  Joseph 
settled  at  the  site  oi  the  present  homestead,  clear- 
ing the  land  and  building  a log  cabin.  He  and  his 
wife  died  there  many  years  ago,  leaving  a family  of 
nine  children:  Adam,  Leonard,  Joseph,  Samuel, 
Peter,  George,  Sarah  (wife  of  Robert  Shaw,  of 
Illinois),  Alelissa  (Airs.  John  Hagenshalt),  and 
Lizzie  (Airs.  John  Fellenser). 

Peter  Keller,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  the  present  homestead,  where  he  spent  his  life. 
In  1851  he  built  a residence,  which  still  stands  on 
the  farm,  and  he  died  there  in  September,  1878. 
In  October,  1798.  he  was  married  in  Hamilton 
township,  Alonroe  county,  to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Hel- 
ler, daughter  of  Peter  Heller,  and  she  died  No- 
vember 4,  1886.  They  had  twelve  children,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  John,  born  in  1818,  died  in  April,  1886, 
unmarried.  (2)  Susan,  who  was  born  in  1821,  and 
died  in  1883,  was  never  married.  (3)  Catherine, 
born  on  1823,  married  Thomas  Rhodes  ( now  de- 
ceased), and  resides  in  Stroudsburg  with  her  chil- 
dren. (4)  Daniel,  born  in  1825,  married  Jane 
Drake,  of  Stroud  township  (now  deceased),  and 
at  present  he  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn.  (5) 
Charles,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  far- 
ther on.  (6)  Alar\-,  born  in  1829,  married  Henry 
Dennis,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  a large  family  of 
children.  (7)  Joseph,  born  in  1831.  died  in  Ham- 
ilton township  in  1871:  his  wife,  Jane  (Rhodes), 
of  Stroud  township,  died  in  1897.  They  had  six 
children- — Francis.  Rachel,  Clayton,  Jacob,  Harry 
and  Joseph.  (8)  Lewis,  born  in  1833,  married 
Aliss  Julia  Workheiser,  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
now  resides  in  Scranton.  (9)  Aliss  Louise,  horn 
in  1833,  and  ( 10 ) Aliss  Sarah,  born  in  1835,  are 
also  residents  of  Stroudsburg.  (11)  William, 
born  in  1837.  married  Aliss  Sarah  Kcmmerer.  of 
Hamilton  township,  and  now  resides  in  Bangor, 
Northampton  Co..  Penn.  (t2)  Theodore,  twin  of 
William,  married  Aliss  Alartha  Staples,  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  and  resides  in  Scranton. 

Charles  Keller  was  born  April  20,  1S27,  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 


j schools  of  that  neighborhood.  In  1851  he  married 
Aliss  Lavina,  Smith,  daughter  of  Christian  and 
i Elizabeth  Smith,  who  were  prominent  residents  of 
Smithfielcl  township,  Alonroe  county,  in  the  earlv 
days.  Air.  Keller  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
| home,  where  they  spent  nearly  half  a century  of 
! wedded  life.  On  June  22,  1897,  she  passed  to  the 
I unseen  world.  Of  their  nine  children:  (1)  Aliss 
J Ella,  born  February  28,  1853,  is  exceptionally  in- 
! telligent,  and  is  a capable  graduate  from  train- 
| ing  school  of  nurses  connected  with  a hospital  in 
! New  Jersey,  being  now  in  successful  practice  in 
j East  Orange,  N.  J.  (2)  Frank  died  at  the  age  of 
; two  years.  (3)  Alary  E.,  born  October  22,  1856, 
married  Warren  Nyce,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 

’ and  later  of  Stroud  township,  Alonroe  county,  where 
j she  died  in  1892,  leaving  three  children — Anna  L. 
j (Airs.  John  C.  Hunton),  Charles  E.,  and  Lester, 
i (4)  Aliss  Emma,  born  November  25.  1858,  resides 
i at  home,  caring  for  her  father  in  his  declining  years, 
and  is  much  esteemed  in  the  community  for  her 
fine  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  (5)  Davis,  born 
■ Alarch  15,  1S61,  occupies  a portion  of  the  home- 
stead. He  married  Afiss  Valeria  Ni.cholson,  of 
; Stroud  township,  and  has  three  children,  Oscar 
N.,  Alargaret  A.,  and  Alice,  all  born  at  the  old 
home.  (6)  Christian,  born  Alarch  11,  1864.  is  a 
blacksmith  at  Scranton.-  He  married  Aliss  Annie 
Hutchins,  of  that  city,  and  has  two  children,  Clay- 
ton and  Charles  Frederick.  (7)  Angeline,  born 
Alarch  18,  1866,  married  Frank  Rice,  a machinist 
: in  Scranton,  and  has  four  children — John,  Alildred, 
i Charles,  and  Elizabeth.  (8)  Ernest,  born  Alav  10, 

| 1868,  is  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  owns  and  oper- 
ates a fine  farm  in  Stroud  township.  He  married 
j Aliss  Laura  Fellenser,  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
: has  two  children — Ella  F..  and  Emma  S.  (9) 

; Thomas,  born  June  26,  1870,  is  a machinist  in 
| Scranton.  He  married  Aliss  Alice  Spencer,  of  the 
' same  city. 

Since  coming  into  possession  of  the  old  home 
j Air.  Keller  has  made  many  improvements  of  a sub- 
stantial nature,  erecting  several  buildings.  The 
! farm  comprises  125  acres  of  choice  land,  being  one 
\ of  the  best  estates  of  its  size  in  the  township.  Po- 
liticallv  Air.  Keller  is  a Democrat,  and  at  times  he 
has  held  local  offices,  serving  as  supervisor  of  the 
; poor.  He  and  His  faniilv  have  always  been  noted 
: for  their  liberal  aid  to  the  cause  of  religion  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  land  for  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  the  valley  near  their 
residence  was  donated  bv  him. 

FRANKLIN  L.  BENJAAHN,  a resident  of 
! Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  where  lie  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  in  the  business  of  repairing 
clucks  and  watches,  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
January  14.  1859. 

Air.  Benjamin's  parents.  Wells  and  ATary  T. 

; (Swingle)  Benjamin,  were  natives,  the  father  of 
I the  present  site  of  Carbondale.  Penn.,  born  August 
8,  1831,  and  the  mother  of  Jefferson  township,  Lu- 
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zerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county,  born  December 
io,  1838.  When  ten  years  of  age  Wells  Benjamin 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Wayne  1 
county  on  which  they  died.  He  was  by  occupation 
a farmer,  and  from  April,  1857,  to  June,  1865.  he 
was  also  in  the  employ  of  a railroad  company.  In 
June,  1865,  he  quit  the  railroad  work  and  purchased 
a farm  in  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lack- 
awanna)  county.  Here  he  resided  until  the  autumn 
of  1866,  when  he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  an- 
other in  what  is  now  Lake  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  continuing  to  reside  there  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  which  terminated  August  29.  1893.  He 

wife  died  some  years  previously,  passing  away 
June  10,  1S87.  Both  were  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church ; their  remains  rest  in  the  Kizer  grave- 
yard in  Lackawanna  county.  Their  children  were : 
Franklin  L.,  Julia  A.  (born  March  23,  18C8,  died 
October  26,  1S79),  ant^  Elmo  O.  (who  is  attending 
school  at  Pittston,  Penn.).  The  grandparents, 
Plenry  H.  and  Sally  (Krotzer)  Benjamin,  are  re-  j 
ferred  to  elsewhere. 

Franklin  L.  Benjamin  passed  the  first  six  years 
of  his  life  on  the  top  of  the  Moosic  Mountains,  at  a 
place  called  “No.  11,”  on  the  line  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Coal  Co.’s  railroad,  on  which  road  his  father 
was  employed  as  a brakeman,  and-  afterward  as  a 
conductor  of  a coal  train.  He  lived  with  and  worked 
for  his  father,  farming,  lumbering,  clearing  new 
land,  and  following  the  various  pursuits  connected 
with  farming,  until  1882,  when,  in  his  twenty- fourth 
year,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eva  A.  Bell,  of  Sa- 
lem township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  On  . April 
16,  1882,  he  commenced  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, on  a farm  owned  by  his  father  in  Jefferson 
township,  Lackawanna  county,  and  there  he  lived 
one  summer,  when  his  father  sold  the  farm.  The 
son  then  moved  with  his  father  to  the  house  where 
lie  continued  to  reside  until  August,  1885,  when 
he  built  the  house  near  his  father's,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home,  dividing  his  time  between  farming 
and  watch  and  clock  repairing,  in  which  craft  he 
is  very  proficient.  On  October  17,  1889,  he  be-  . 
came  a charter  member  of  Flarvest  Grange  No. 
892,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  organized  at  Maple- 
wood, of  which  he  was  elected  secretary.  On  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1890,  he  became  a charter  member  of 
Macoby  Tribe  No.  234,  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  organized  at  Maplewood ; in  this  order  he 
held  varoius  positions,  including  that  of  chief  of 
records.  On  the  organization  of  the  Wayne  and 
Lackawanna  County  Pomona  Grange  he  became  a 
charter  member  and  was  elected  master,  which  office 
he  held  for  two  years,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  he  was  unanimously  elected  lecturer 
on  the  first  ballot,  which  was  the  more  remarkable 
when  it  is  remembered  that  no  nominations  were  j 
made,  each  one  voting  for  whom  he  chose.  In 
February,  1892,  he  was  elected  school  director  for 
three  years,  and  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  1 
board.  On  February  15,  1898,  he  was  re-elected 
a member  of  the  school  board  for  a term  of  three  1 


years.  We  may  here  remark  that  the  only  educa- 
nonal  opportunity  that  came  within  the  reach  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  was  that  of  a country  district  school, 
to  attend  which,  most  of  the  time,  he  was  obliged 
to  walk  one  and  one-half  miles.  The  term  was  a 
short  one  during  the  winter  season,  and  only  a few 
branches  were  taught  (and  many  times  those  in- 
differently), consisting  of  reading,  writing,  spell- 
ing, arithmetic  and  geography.  He  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities  in  this  direction,  and  be- 
came farther  advanced  than  most  of  his  school- 
mates. He  is  a great  reader,  and  is  at  present  a 
paid  subscriber  to  eight  newspapers,  periodicals 
and  magazines,  including  three  agricultural  and  one 
scientific  journal. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  the  father  of  three  bright 
boys:  Howard  W.,  born  February  15,  1S86;  Alton 
L.,  born  June  23,  1888;  and  William  Walter,  born 
April  8,  1891.  Mrs.  Eva  A.  Benjamin  was  born 
November  7,  1857,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Barklow) 
Bell. 

WILLIAM  BLEWETT,  one  of  the  honored 
and  respected  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
is,  like  many  other  of  the  prominent  and  representa- 
tive men  of  Wayne  county,  a native  of  England, 
born  in  Cornwall  August  14,  1839. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Plenry  Blewett,  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  as  was  also  his  paternal  grand- 
father. Flis  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Anne  Wellington,  was  a daughter  of  Peter 
Wellington,  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1849  the 
parents  with  their  children  sailed  for  America,  and 
after  a long  and  tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed 
at  Quebec,  Canada,  whence  they  proceeded  to 
1 Montreal,  and  then  by  way  of  St.  Johns  to  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Flonesdale,  Penn.  In 
that  city  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  until  1852, 
when  he  purchased  a blacksmith  shop  and  farm  in 
Dyberry  township,  carrying  on  operations  there 
until  called  from  this  life,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episco- 
palian, and  he  was  highly  esteemed  wherever 
known.  Flis  wife  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  died  in  England.  Of  those  who  came  to  this 
country,  John  is  now  a farmer  at  Bethany,  \\  ayne 
county:  Mary  Anna  is  the  wife  of  James  Mc- 
Rcynolds  (Tubs),  of  Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  Iowa; 
Jane,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Arthur, 
of  Dyberry,  Wayne  county;  and  William  is  the 
subject  of  this  review. 

William  Blewett  was  a lad  of  only  nine  years 
when  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  resumed 
his  studies  in  the  public  schools,  his  education  hav- 
ing been  commenced  in  his  native  land.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  his  father’s  death,  and 
throughout  his  business  career  has  devoted  his 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  and  op- 
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crating  at  the  present  time  a well-improved  and 
highly-cultivated  farm,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
and  attractive  places  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
The  residence  is  comfortable,  convenient  and  com- 
modious, and  the  out-buildings  are  such  as  are 
found  on  a model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

On  December  31,  1S59,  at  Honesdale,  Air. 
Blewett  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Betsy 
Cruse,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Alary  (Brown)  Cruse,  both  natives  of  Cornwall, 
England,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  Airs. 
Blewitt  is  the  elder  of  their  two  children,  the  other 
being  William  Cruse,  a resident  of  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  who  was  a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which 
she  and  her  husband  were  consistent  members. 

Air.  Blewett  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed 
with  twelve  children:  Alary  Anne,  born  February 
27,  1S61,  died  Alay  23,  1892;  William  Henry,  born 
Alay  2,  1862,  died  November  25,  1889;  Fanny  Ellen, 
born  October  22,  1863,  is  a resident  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Eliza  B.,  born  February  25,  1865,  is  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Thomas,  of  Butte,  Alont. ; John  James, 
born  February  2,  1867,  makes  his. home  in  Wayne 
county;  Lillie  Alaria,  born  January  31,  1S69,  died 
July  31,  1870;  Ezra  Franklin,  born  April  17,  1871, 
married  Ida  G.  Strang,  and  lives  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.;  Lillie,  born  Alarch  21,  1873,  is  the 
wife  of  James  E.  Henshaw,  of  Dyberry  township ; 
Wayne  county;  Amanda  L.,  born  January  7,  1875, 
is  at  home  with  her  parents ; Elias  W.,  born  No- 
vember 23,  1876,  is  now  a clerk  in  Air.  Alorgan’s 
store  in  Pleasant  Alount;  Bessie,  born  Alay  28, 
1879,  died  December  19,  1879;  anfJ  Clarence, 
born  Alarch  17,  1881,  is  at  home.  Three  daughters 
— Airs.  Thomas,  Airs.  Henshaw  and  Amanda — have 
engaged  in  teaching,  and  Aliss  Amanda  is  still  one 
of  the  popular  and  successful  teachers  of  \\  ayne 
county. 

The  Democratic  party  always  finds  in  Air. 
Blewett  a stalwart  supporter  of  its  men  and  meas- 
ures, and  he  has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices 
of  supervisor  and  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
and  his  family  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Church,  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Alt.  Pleasant.  Sixty  years 
of  age,  he  is  vet  in  the  prime  of  life,  is  a man  of 
good  physique,  enjoys  excellent  health,  and  is  al- 
ways a courteous,  genial  gentleman,  well  de- 
serving of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

WILLIAM  B.  CHAPAIAN,  proprietor  of  the. 
New  Alilford  foundry  in  Susquehanna  county,  is 
an  able  business  man,  and  for  morq  than  thirty  years 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  his  present  line 
of  business,  twenty-eight  years  having  been  spent  in 
Alehoopanv,  Pennsylvania. 

M.r.  Chapman  was  born  November  19,  1830, 
in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  comes  of  good  New 
England  stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in 


Rhode  Island  at  an  early  day.  John  Chapman,  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by'  occupation,  was 
i born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  but  his  last  years 
| were  spent  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  Willard 
I Chapman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a child  when  the 
family  removed  to  New  York  State.  His  life  was 
I spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  never  sought 
| public  notice,  though  for  many  years  he  was  active 
1 in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist 
j Church.  He  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
| eight;  and  his  wife,  Patty  (Stone),  who  was  born 
j in  Oneida  county,  died  in  1871  aged  sixty-five 
y'ears.  They  had  the  following  children : Abigail, 

. widow  of  William  LeRoy,  resides  in  Grand  Rapids, 

1 Alich.;  Leander  is  a farmer  in  Otsego  county,  N. 
j Y. ; Alorris  is  deceased;  William  B.,  our  subject, 
was  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth;  Joseph  is  a farm- 
er and  mechanic  at  Grand  Rapids ; Alary  married 
Jerome  Goukleburg,  of  Grand  Rapids;  Alaria,  wid- 
ow of  Charles  Llotehkis,  resides  at  Oneida,  N.  Y.  ; 
Charles  occupies  the  old  homestead,  in  Oneida 
county;  and  Evaline  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  his  father’s  home- 
stead, and  when  twenty  years  old  entered  a foundry 
at  Clayville,  N.  Y.,  remaining  about  a year.  The 
following  yrear  he  spent  at  home,  but  he  then  began 
working  steadily  at  his  trade.  After  some  years 
at  Alehoonpany',  Penn.,  he  passed  one  year  in  Ot- 
j sego,  N.  Y.,  then  in  1868  he  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Alilford 
: township,  continuing  four  years.  Returning  to 
Alehoopany,  he  remained  until  January  20,  1886, 

; when  he  took  charge  of  his  present  foundry  in 
j New  Alilford.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Prohibi- 
tionist, while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Alethodist. 
j Socially  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and 
1 he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  November  23,  1853,  Air.  Chapman  was 
married  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Aliss  Asenath 
LeRoy,  and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
Wilford  L.,  a farmer  in  New  Alilford  township, 

| married  Aliss  Ella  Kent;  Archie  W..  who  resides 
j at  the  homestead,  married  Aliss  Ella  Hatfield ; 

' Anna  AI.  married  Nathaniel  Burdick,  a mechanic 
j at  New  Alilford;  Grace  P.  married  Charles  Culver, 

| a painter  and  paper-hanger  at  New  Alilford;  and 
I Alaurice  D.,  who  is  in  the  shoe  business  at  Lester- 
shire,  N.  Y.,  married  Aliss  Lora  Babcock.  Airs. 
Asenath  Chapman,  w ho  was  born  January  22,  1832, 
in  Fulton  county,  N.  Y.,  is  of  French  descent  in 
the  paternal  line.  Her  father,  Tennis  LeRoy,  was 
a blacksmith  in  Rensselaer  county,  and  he  and  his 
' wife  Asenath  passed  aw'ay  in  Oneida  county. 

JOHN  WESLEY  WATSON.  Prominent 
among  the  successful  farmers  and  dairymen  of 
Wayne  county  is  the  subject  of  this  historical 
! notice,  whose  homestead  lies  in  Salem  township, 
and  who,  by  his  enterprise  and  energy  in  the  direc- 
I tion  of  his  chosen  industry,  has  given  his  work  a 


■ 

■ 

■ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


%0 


significance  and  beauty  cf  which  few  deem  it  capa- 
ble. 

Thomas  J.  Watson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  25,  1803,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  received  his  literary  education, 
and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a wheelwright  and 
blacksmith,  at  which  he  worked  until  1859,  when  he 
and  his  family  came  to  Wayne  county.  He  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Salem  township,  and  upon  that 
place  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occur- 
red March  26,  1880.  Politically  he  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  ajtd  while  a resident  of 
Philadelphia  took  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  political  affairs,  serving  as  alderman  in  that 
city  for  ten  years.  There  he  was  married,  May  11, 
1829,  to  Miss  Mary  Ayers,  who  died  in  Philadel- 
phia December  20,  1848.  The  children  born  to 
this  union  were  Mary  Elizabeth,  now  the  widow  of 
Francis  Ferguson,  and  a resident  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. ; Anna  S'.,  widow  of  Theodore  Fry, 
and  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  Matilda  hi.,  who 
died  in  Philadelphia  during  childhood;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  Robert  Knox,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Will- 
iam H.  H.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  and 
is  now  foreman  of  a machine  shop  in  Philadelphia; 
Matilda,  who  died  when  young;  Thomas  Corvin, 
who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now 
a pattern  maker  in  Philadelphia;  and  John  Wesley, 
of  this  review.  On  March  6,  1851,  Mr.  Watson 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mary  Ann  Leonard,  who  died  in  April,  1870,  leav- 
ing three  sons : Leonard,  a resident  of  Ledge- 

dale,  Penn. ; and  George  and  David,  both  of  Scran- 
ton, this  State. 

John  W.  Watson  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
September  1,  1847,  and  when  a lad  of  twelve  years 
came  with  his  father  to  Wayne  county.  He  ac- 
quired a good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of 
Philadelphia  and  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  during  his  minority  assisted  bis  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  commenced  farming  for  himself  in  Salem 
township,  and  in  1894  purchased  the  old  homestead, 
which  had  been  out  of  the  family  for  a number  of 
years.  Lie  now  owns  140  acres  in  that  township, 
of  which  120  acres  are  suitable  for  cultivation,  and 
is  successfully  carrying  on  farming  in  all  its 
branches,  paying  particular  attention  to  dairying. 

On  December  2,  18O8,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Watson  was  married,  by  Rev.  Everetts,  to  Miss 
Adelaide  Andrews,  a daughter  of  Abner  and 
Phoebe  O.  (Feet)  Andrews,  and  sister  of  J.  W. 
Andrews,  of  Lake  Ariel,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  Four  children  grace  this  union:  Anna 
Mary,  born  March  15,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Gustav 
Greuner,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Emma.  Eliza,  born 
February  23.  1875,  attended  school  for  two  years 
in  Philadelphia,  and  afterward  graduated  from  the 
East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School;  she  began  teach- 
ing in  1893,  and  is  now  successfully  following  that 
profession  in  Florence,  Mass.  Sarah  Jane,  born 
June  14,  1877,  and  John  Wesley,  Jr.,  born  Decem- 


ber 12,  1882,  are  both  at  home.  The  daughters 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
1 of  Hamlinton. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Watson  has 
| always  been  a stanch  Republican  in  political  senti- 
j merit,  and  has  most  creditably  filled  the  office  of 
I school  director  in  Salem  township.  He  bears  high 
I rank  in  the  community  as  a substantial  and  reliable 
citizen,  is  of  a genial  and  affable  disposition,  and 
| his  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  is  extensive. 

C.  T.  TEGELER  has  for  many  years  been 
j prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  and  in  act- 
ing m accordance  with  the.  dictates  of  his  faith  and 
j judgment  he  has  reaped,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  the 
| generous  benefits  that  are  the  recompense  of 
indomitable  industry,  spotless  integrity  and  mar- 
: velous  enterprise. 

Mr.  Tegeler  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April 
24,  1846,  a son  of  W.  H.  and  Catharine  (Tenant) 
i Tegeler.  His  father  was  a native  of  Prussia.  Ger- 
j many,,  and  on  coming  to  America  located  in  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  in  cabinet  making  and  in 
the  furniture  business  for  some  years.  In  1854, 

! however,  he  brought  his  family  to  Damascus  town- 
I ship,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  purchased  the  Thomas 
j Shields  farm,  where  he  made  his  home,  though  he 
j still  continued  in  business  in  the  city  for  some  time. 

In  his  later  years  he  located  permanently  here,  and 
! in  1865  bought  the  store  property  of  J.  H.  Louns- 
l burg,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  trade  until 
his  death  in  1871.  His  wife  survived  him  a 
! number  of  years,  dying  in  1893.  In  their  family 
: were  only  two  sons,  C.  T.  being  the  elder.  Fred- 
| erick  W.  was  educated  in  Damascus  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Florence  Love- 
lass,  of  the  same  township,  and  there  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  a family  of  nine 
children:  Harry,  Elizabeth  E.  (wife  of  Lorenzo 
Price),  Catherine,  Otto,  Pearl,  Ralph,  Fred,  Clarence 
and  Vernon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a lad  of  eight 
years  when  the  family  removed  to  Damascus  town- 
ship. He  received  a good  education  in  the  academy 
at  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  when  his  school  days  were 
\ over  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage, 
j On  December  4,  1867.  he  wedded  Miss  Amelia  M. 
j Lovelass,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  the  old  homestead,  living  there 
| while  he  engaged  in  raising  stock  and  dealing  in  the 
j same,  for  a number  of  years.  He  also  clerked  in 
his  father's  store  for  some  time.  Mrs.  Tegeler 
[ died  in  1872,  leaving  three  children:  (1)  Wil- 

helmina  E.,  born  in  Damascus  township.  October 
21,  1868,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
J was  married.  December  4.  1890,  to  Lewis  G.  Crock- 
er, of  Wayne  county,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Topeka.  Kans..  where  thev  re- 
J side.  1 hey  have  one  son.  Clyde.  ( 2 1 Frederica 
j Grace,  born  June  28.  1 870,  was  married,  in  April, 
j 1891,  to  William  J.  McIntyre,  of  Wavne  countv. 
They  reside  in  Ilonesdalc,  and  have  two  children. 
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(3)  Amelia  M.,  born  in  July,  187a,  married  O.  J. 
Reynolds,  a resident  of  Damascus  township,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Ava,  John  and  Grace. 

On  June  11,  1873,  Mr.  Tegeler  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Fannie  A. 
Noble,  of  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  C.  B.  and 
F.  A.  Noble,  residents  of  Damascus  township,  the 
former  a native  of  Massachusetts,  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. Mrs.  Tegeler  was  born  May  3,  1846, 
was  educated  partly  in  the  schools  of  Damascus  town- 
ship and  Wayinart,  Wayne  county,  and  later  pur-  , 
sued  her  studies  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  where  she  was 
graduated.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a suc- 
cessful and  popular  teacher  in  W ayne  county.  By 
his  second  marriage  Mr.  Tegeler  has  had  six  chil- 
dren: Hattie  E.,  born  July  24,  1874,  was  married, 
in  1894,  to  John  B.  Yerkes,  of  Damascus,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Irene  C.  Yerkes.  Irene  C\,  born 
March  16,  1876.  died  April  17,  1877.  Charles  B., 
born  August  2,  187S,  is  at  home.  Loverne  C.,  born 
April  16,  1880,  died  December  13  of  the  same  year. 
Beulah  H.,  born  October  30,  1881,  and  Luella  F., 
born  September  29,  1883,  are  both  at  home. 

After  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Tegeler  lived 
for  six  years  on  a farm  one  mile  from  his  present 
home,  and  in  1879  removed  to  the  place  where  his 
father  had  engaged  in  business  for  a number  of 
years.  Here  he  still  continues  to  reside,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  and  handling  farm- 
ing implements  and  stock  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  also  interested 
in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river,  rafting  his 
lumber  to  the  Trenton  and  Philadelphia  markets. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  energetic,  enterprising  and 
reliable  business  men  of  Damascus  township,  and 
any  confidence  reposed  in  him  has  never  been  be- 
trayed. I11  politics  he  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat, 
and  he  is  prominently  identified  with  the  interests 
of  his  party.  In  18S1  he  was  its  candidate  for 
county  commissioner,  and  being  elected  served  for  a 
term  of  three  years  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  During 
President  Cleveland's  first  administration  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Boyd's  AT  ills,  at  the  end  of 
four  years  was  re-appointed,  and  is  still  the  in- 
cumbent. conducting  the  office,  which  is  known  as 
the  Calkins  post  office,  at  his  place  of  business.  He 
has  also  held  the  office  of  school  director  for  three 
years,  and  both  public  and  private  duties  are  dis- 
charged by  him  with  the  utmost  promptness  and 
fidelity.  Socially  lie  is  a member  of  Callicoon 
Lodge  No.  361,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  religious  con- 
nection, both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Their  attractive  home  is  a 
model  of  neatness,  and  in  its  surroundings  denotes 
the  culture  and  refinement  of  the  inmates.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  highly-re- 
spected in  the  township. 

AMOS  OSBORN  SHERWOOD,  the  well 
known  proprietor  of  “Sherwood  Forest,”  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
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Manchester  township,  Wayne  county.  His  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  the  county,  Ins  birth  occur- 
ring in  Preston  township  February  2,  1847. 

Nathan  Sherwood,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  near  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated,  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
when  a young  man,  and  conducting  a hotel  in 
Honesdale  and  Rileyville  for  several  years.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  Amos  and  Betsy  (Burrj 
Sherwood,  were  also  early  settlers  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty. 1 he  grandmother  was  a relative  of  Aaron 
Burr,  the  statesman  and  politician.  Nathan  Sher- 
wood married  Miss  Sybil  Stone,  a representative 
of  a prominent  family  of  Wayne  county,  her  father 
being  Abner  Stone,  one  of  its  honored  pioneers, 
who  came  to  this  region  with  an  ox-team  and  cart, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  midst  of  the  for- 
est, most  of  the  land  being  then  in  its  primitive 
condition  and  wild  animals  quite  numerous.  After 
his  marriage  Nathan  Sherwood  located  in  Preston 
township,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  called 
. from  this  life,  when  in  his  prime.  He  was  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  left  a 
widow  and  four  children:  Rosetta,  now  the  wife 

of  Wesley  Chapman,  of  Buckingham  township, 
Wayne  county;  Charles,  a resident  of  Equinunk, 
Penn. ; Amos  O.,  of  this  sketch ; and  Anna,  wife  of 
Joshua  Pine,  of  Equinunk.  The  mother  later  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Tyner,  a well  known 
citizen  of  .Manchester  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Lord;  Abner;  Oakley;  Julia,  wife 
of  Clark  Spencer,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county ; Clara,  deceased ; Edward,  who  died  when 
young;  and  William,  a resident  of  Seattle,  Wash. 
Mrs.  Tyner,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a most  estimable 
lady,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  education  of  Amos  O.  Sherwood,  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  Wayne  county  during  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  has  been  greatly  supplemented 
by  reading  and  observation  in  later  years,  and  he  is 
now  a well-informed  man.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  all  the  work  of  the  farm  and  the  lum- 
ber woods,  and  for  some  time  was  employed  at  the 
lumber  camps  on  the  Delaware  river.  On  June 
26,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Hannah  Parsons  Kellam, 
a lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  who  was  for 
some  time  a successful  and  popular  teacher  of 
Wayne  county,  where  she  had  been  reared  and  edu- 
cated. Her  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Kellam. 
who  was  of  German  descent,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Wayne  county;  his  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Hannah  Pierce.  Jeptha  Kellam,  Mrs.  Sherwood’s 
father,  was  born  in  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  educated  in  Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  married  Elvira  Beda 
Parsons,  a native  of  Franklin.  Mrs.  Sherwood  is 
the  eldest  child  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  the 
others  being  Elizabeth  Young,  a resident  of  New 
London,  Conn.;  Emma  Calkins,  of  the  same  place: 
Timothy,  Milton  and  Mary  Billings,  all  of  Bingham- 
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ton,  X.  Y. ; Marcia  Peak,  of  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.; 
Kate,  wife  of  Charles  Dewey,  of  New  London, 
Conn. ; and  Hattie  and  Jacob,  of  Binghamton,  X.  \ . 
Both  Mrs.  Sherwood  and  her  sister  Elizabeth  were 
very  successful  teachers.  The  parents  of  these 
children  died  in  Long  Eddy,  X.  Y.,  the  mother  at 
the  age  of  tifty-six,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  He  was  a lumberman  and  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, a Republican  in  politics,  and  creditably  filled 
a number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust. 

Joseph  Porter  Parsons,  father  of  Mrs.  Elvira 
Beda  Kellam,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  .and  mar- 
ried Hannah  M.  Smith,  of  Wolcott,  Conn.  They 
settled  in  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  and  there 
reared  and  educated  their  family  of  seven  children, 
six  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz. : Timothy,  who 

was  at  one  time  cashier  of  the  Xational  Bank  at 
Franklin;  Edward,  a teacher  in  Delaware  Literary 
Institute  at  Franklin;  Addison,  deceased;  George, 
a dentist,  of  Walton,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y. ; Flenry, 
a teacher  of  painting,  who  makes  hie  home  in  New 
London,  Conn. ; Willard,  of  the  Tribune  staff  (and 
interested  in  the  Tribune  “Fresh  Air  Fund’’),  of 
Xew  York  City;  and  Elvira  Beda,  Mrs.  Kellam. 
The  Parsons  family  were  Presbyterians  in  religious 
connection. 

In  1872  Mr.  Sherwood  purchased  what  is 
known  as  "Sherwood  Forest,’’  one  of  the  finest 
country  homes  in  Wayne  county.  The  elegant  and 
commodious  residence,  with  its  large  bay  windows 
and  well-ventilated  rooms,  is  tastefully  and  stylishly 
furnished,  and  the  house  is  surrounded  with  a beau- 
tiful grove  of  maples  and  pines  and  a fine  hedge.  A 
beautiful  trout  brook  flows  through  the  farm,  and 
water  is  supplied  from  birch  or  cold  springs,  which 
have  made  this  locality  famous  for  one  hundred  years. 
In  this  delightful  home  the  cultured  and  refined 
tastes  of  the  inmates  is  everywhere  manifest,  and 
here  hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  members  of 
the  household  being  leaders  in  the  social  circles  of 
the  community.  The  family  consists  cf  three  chil- 
dren, Frederick  J.,  Elvira  Elizabeth  and  Xatlian 
Charles.  The  daughter  attended  Delaware  Liter- 
ary Institute.  Franklin,  X.  Y.,  graduated  from  the 
Binghamton  (X.  Y.)  high  school,  and  for  one  year 
was  a student  in  the  State  Xorntal  at  Cortland,  X. 
Y.,  after  which  she  was  for  three  terms  one  of  the 
most  popular  teachers  of  Delaware  county.  \\  hile 
at  the  Normal  she  met  Clarence  E.  Cowles,  who  is 
a graduate  of  that  institution,  and  whom  she  sub- 
sequently married,  and  they  now  reside  at  Hyde 
Park,  X.  Y.,  where  he  is  principal  of  a school.  For 
several  summers  Mrs.  Cowles  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  .Tribune’s  fresh  air  work  for  the 
worthy  poor  of  Xew  York  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sherwood  and  their  family  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

LAYTON  T.  SMITH,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  representative  citizens  of  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  resides  on  tiie 


j old  Smith  homestead.  Fie  was  born  in  Uniondale, 
| Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  January  15,  1842,  a son 
of  Raynsford  and  Margaret  (Jaggars)  Smith,  the 
former  a native  of  Coventry,  Conn.,  the  latter  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In 
| 1812  the  father  removed  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  with  his  parents,  Raynsford  and  Sarah 
(Sprague)  Smith,  who  continued  to  make  their 
home  there  throughout  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  They  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  and 
1 were  Presbyterians  in  religious  belief.  The  grand- 
1 father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  father 
j was  born  in  Scotland,  of  Scotch  and  English  ex- 
j traction,  and  on  coming  to  the  New  World  made 
his  home  in  Connecticut.  The  maternal  grand- 
I father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Jaggars,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  came  to  Wayne  county  in 
) company  with  his  father,  Daniel  Jaggars,  in  1807, 

; ending  his  days  here. 

In  1850  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
j Wayne  county,  and  after  renting  a farm  for  two 
years  in  South  Canaan  township  they  removed  to 
the  present  home  of  our  subject,  where  they  lived 
: until  called  to  the  world  beyond.  The  father  was 
born  June  8.  1810,  and  died  March  23,  1S92 ; the 
mother  was  born  April  25,  1824,  and  died  January 

1,  1863;  the  remains  of  both  are  interred  at  Var- 
den,  Wayne  county.  Layton  T.  is  the  eldest  of 
their  three  children,  the  others  being  Eugene  A. 
and  Eleanor  X.,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood. Eugene  A.,  now  a resident  of  Florida,  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  in  the  same  com- 
mand as  our  subject,  and  was  wounded  and  taken 

j prisoner  in  the  charge  on  Fort  Harrison.  A few 
| years  after  the  war  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Dart, 
and  they  have  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Layton  T.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  August  20,  1862,  when  he 
joined  the  “boys  in  blue,”  going  to  the  front  as  a 
! private  of  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 

| J.  M.  Buckingham.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
J of  Crampton’s  Gap,  September  14,  1862;  Antietam, 
September  17,  1SC2:  Platt’s  Plantation,  Va.,  April 
29,  30,  and  May  1,  1863;  and  Chancellorsville,  May 

2,  3,  4 and  5,  1863,  being  mustered  out  the  same 
month.  On  March  7,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  tor  three 
years,  in  Battery  A,  2nd  Penn.  Pleavy  Artillery, 

j was  made  corporal  and  then  sergeant,  and  took 
part  in  the  following  engagements:  The  Wilder- 

j ness.  May  5 to  S,  1864;  Spottsylvania  Court  Blouse, 
Mav  12  to  20;  North  Anna  River,  May  22;  Bethes- 
j da  Church,  May  31;  Cold  Harbor,  June  1 to  12; 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  for  seventy-one  days  from 
June  16;  Weldon  railroad,  Ya.,  August  19,  and  the 
Mine  Explosion,  July  30.  On  October  12,  1S64, 
being  very  ill  with  chills  and  fever,  he  was  sent 
from  Point  of  Rocks,  on  the  Appomattox  river,  to 
Hampton  Hospital,  near  Fortress  Monroe,  the 
steamer  “Thomas  Powell”  transporting  the  sick 
and  wounded  on  this  date.  Becoming  convalescent 
in  November,  lie  was  appointed  assistant  and  later 
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■ward  master  of  Ward  'No.  15,  being  detached  from 
bis  company  and  regiment  by  general  order,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  June,  when  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Chesapeake  Hospital  by  order 
of  D.  B.  White,  executive  officer,  and  E.  McClellan, 
surgeon-in-charge,  being  one  of  a detail  of  clerks 
appointed  for  the  duty  of  making  out  discharges 
and  muster-out  rolls.  On  August  15,  1865,  he  re- 
ceived a furlough  for  thirty  days,  reported 
promptly  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's 
stores  issued  for  Hampton  Hospital  and  the  Freed- 
men  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hampton  and  Fortress  Monroe, 
continuing  in  this  line  of  duty  until  he  rejoined  his 
regiment.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  City 
Point,  Va.,  January  29,  1866,  and  returned  home 
with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 
He  has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits upon  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  convert- 
ed into  one  of  the  best  and  most  highly  productive 
tracts  in  South  Canaan  township. 

At  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Smith 
was  married,  January  1,  1867,  to  Miss  Susan  : 
Brown,  a most  estimable  lady,  who  was  born  in 
Greenfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Susan  (Clark)  Brown.  Having  no 
children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have 
adopted  William  P.  Brown,  who  was  born  June 
12,  1884,  a son  of  Andrew  Brown  (deceased),  a 
nephew  of  Mrs.  Smith,  and  has  made  his  home 
with  them  since  eight  years  old.  Politically  Mr. 
Smith  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
fraternally  he  affiliates  with  Capt.  George  J.  Daven- 
port Post  Xo.  534,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gravity,  of  which 
lie  has  been  commander,  and  has  served  in  all  the 
minor  offices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee,  class- 
leader  and  secretary  of  the  board,  and  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  community  they  occupy  a position  of 
prominence,  having  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  \Tormal  and 
high  schools  of  Prompton  and  Honesdale,  and  for 
seven  vears  taught  in  Wayne  and  Luzerne  counties. 
Her  parents,  who  were  Eastern  people,  removed 
from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
in  1833,  and  thence  to  Cherrv  Ridge  in  1847.  To 
Reuben  and  Susan  (Clark)  Brown  were  born  seven 
children:  (1)  Andrew  P.  Brown,  born  in  Con- 

necticut January  1,  1831,  was  married  October  15, 
1851,  to  Miss  Sarah  Schenck,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  and 
engaged  in  the  business  of  lumbering  until  1864, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  L,  56th  \T.  V.  V.  I. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  the  hardships 
of  army  service  leaving  him  broken  in  health  and 
evidently  causing  his  death,  December  31,  1889. 
Ilis  wife  is  since  deceased.  (2)  John  W.  Brown, 
born  August  17,  1833,  was  married  June  18,  i86r, 
to  Abbv  Jane  Kenyon,  of  Luzerne  county.  He  had 
previously  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  after 


his  marriage  resided  for  some  years  in  Scranton, 
Penn.,  following  the  business  of  contractor  and 
builder.  Later,  entering  the  service  of  the  Dickson 
Manufacturing  Co.,  he  remained  in  their  employ 
until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  resign  his  po- 
sition. He  died  May  16,  1875,  leaving  a wife  and 
three  children.  Fie  was  a respected  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  (3) 
George  C.  Brown,  born  January  11,  1836,  married 
Miss  Harriet  Kimble,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  September 
27,  1865.  Previous  to  the  Civil  war  he  purchased 
a farm,  where  he  now  resides,  near  Fload'eys, 
Wayne  county.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company 
M,  17th  Tenn.  Cavalry,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
was  wounded  at  Chancellorsville  in  May,  1S63,  and 
sent  to  hospital,  where  surgeons  removed  the  Rebel 
bullet  from  Iris  side.  Returning  to  his  company, 
he  participated  in  their  hard  marches  and  battles 
until  taken  prisoner  by  Mosbv’s  Cavalry,  and  he 
suffered  the  horrors  of  prison  life  in  Libby  and 
Salisbury  prisons  for  six  months,  being  released  at 
the  time  of  Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea.  Fie  re- 
turned home  but  a shadow  of  his  former  self,  and 
so  broken  in  health  that  he  has  never  recovered. 
(4)  Eben  C.  Brown,  born  September  6,  183S,  re- 
sided with  his  parents  until  the  fall  of  1864,  when 
he  joined  a construction  corps  and  started  for  the 
seat  of  war.  He  reached  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and 
was  on  duty  at  that  point  and  various  places  in  the 
vicinity  for  some  months,  when  he  was  taken  seri- 
j ously  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and  shortly  after  re- 
| turned  home.  On  his  recovery  he  resumed  his' 
I work  on  the  farm,  and  has  ever  since  given  his 
| attention  to  agricultural  work  and  dairying,  meet- 
| ing  with  success  in  both.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
j lican,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  hold- 
ing township  offices  at  times.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a Methodist,  being  a member  of  the  Church  at 
Cherry  Ridge.  On  July  q,  1S79,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Katie  Chapman,  of  Lake  township.  (5) 
Lucretia  M.  Brown,  born  September  27,  1844,  died 
September  17,  1848.  (6)  Annie  L.  Brown,  born 

April  12,  184S,  was  married  June  5,  1872,  to  Wal- 
| ter  D.  King,  at  the  homestead  in  Cherry  Ridge. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Edith,  now  Mrs. 
Marvin  Tuthill,  of  Dunmore,  and  Hattie,  of  Scran- 
■ ton.  Mr.  King  was  a locomotive  engineer  for 
some  years,  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
j retire  from  active  labor,  his  death  occurring  on  Au- 
gust 9,  1887.  Flis  widow  some  years  later  married 
Capt.  George  Woodward,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  they  made  their  home  for  a time  at  Mo- 
; line.  111.,  where  Mr.  Woodward  died  in  189S.  (7) 

i Susan,  wife  of  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

CHARLES  W.  SI-IAXXON  is  a well  known 
! general  merchant  of  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county, 
whose  career  demonstrates  that  only  true  success 
in  life  is  that  which  is  accomplished  by  personal 
: effort  and  persevering  industry.  He  possesses  un- 
! tiring  energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  and  It  is  close 
1 application  to  business  and  excellent  management 
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have  brought  to  him  the  high  degree  of  prosperity 
which  is  to-day  his. 

Joel  Shannon,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Monroe  county  July  15,  1812,  and  when  a hoy 
lived  with  his  uncle  in  Hawley,  W ayne  county, 
where  he'  was  employed  by  a lumber  company. 
For  some  time  he  traveled  through  Susquehanna, 
Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  selling  medicines  and 
notions ; was  a boatman  on  the  canal  for  several 
years,  and  also  followed  the  butcher  business  for 
a time.  Locating  in  Lackawaxen,  he  purchased  a 
store  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  next 
rented  a store,  hotel  and  farm  situated  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware  rivers,  and 
there  carried  on  operations  along  those  lines  for 
eighteen  years,  after  which  he  bought  a farm  a 
mile  from  the  village  of  Lackawaxen,  on  the  stream 
of  the  same  name.  Here  he  engaged  in  fanning 
and  merchandising  until  well  advanced  in  years, 
and  then  retired  from  active  business,  making  his 
home  with  our  subject.  He  died  at  Matamoras, 
Pike  county,  January  28,  1895,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  At  Hawley,  Penn., 
he  married  Elizabeth  Hatteras,  who  was  born 
March  3.  1815,  at  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  near  Geneva, 
and  died  January  23,  1888.  Her  parents  were  John 
and  Catherine  (Glover)  Hatteras,  the  former  of 
English  descent,  the  latter  of  German.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Joel  and  Elizabeth  (Hatteras)  Shan- 
non were:  Calvin  C.,  who  married  Almira  Ben- 

nett, daughter  of  Rev.  James  L.  Bennett;  Marvin 
W.,  a carpenter,  who  married  (first)  Fannie  Laub- 
shire,  who  died  not  long  afterwand,  and  he  then 
married  Ella  Cortright  (now  deceased),  and  resides 
in  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y. ; Jacob  D.,  who  married 
Jane  Detrick,  and  is  a carpenter  of  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y. ; Charles  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Em- 
mett (deceased),  who  married  Helen  Kirkham,  and 
lived  in  Lackawaxen;  Frances  J.,  wife  of  Otto  K. 
Laubshire,  a retired  conductor  living  in  Matamoras, 
Pike  county;  and  George  \V.,  a carpenter,  who 
married  Ida  Kirkham,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county. 

Charles  \V.  Shannon  was  born  in  Lackawaxen, 
August  31,  1846,  and  first  attended  the  common 
schools,  later  spending  one  year  at  an  academy  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  Penn.  lie  began  his  busi- 
ness career  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co. 
as  operator  at  Hawkins  Station,  Sullivan  Co.,  X. 
Y.,  for  eight  months,  after  which  he  opened  a gen- 
eral store  near  Lackawaxen,  which  he  conducted 
for  five  years.  He  then  purchased  a half-interest 
in  a store  in  Lackawaxen  with  his  brother,  whose 
interest  he  purchased  several  years  later,  and  he 
has  since  been  alone  in  business.  He  carries  a large 
and  well-selected  stock  of  general ' merchandise, 
and  receives  a liberal  share  of  the  public  patron- 
age. He  also  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  of 
150  acres,  thirty-five  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
and  to  some  extent  he  is  interested  in  both  lumber- 
ing and  stone  quarrying.  lie  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  is  State  committee- 


man at  the  present  time,  and  has  been  countv  com- 
mitteeman on  several  occasions.  Socially  lie  has 
been  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  for  ten  years, 
and,  in  religion,  holds  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church. 

In  Xovember,  1873,  (Mr.  Shannon  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Aliss  Mary  A.  Bushweiler,  who 
died  in  1884.  Three  children  blessed  this  union: 
Xettie  C.,  born  October  13,  1874,  is  a student  at  the 
Boston  Conservatory  of  Music ; Walter  R.,  born 
February  10,  1876,  was  graduated  from  the  Balti- 
more University  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1897,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  prac- 
I tice  in  Lackawaxen;  and  Laura  G.,  born  June  18. 

' 1877,  is  at  home.  Mr.  Shannon  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Louisa  Gil— 
j left,  who  was  born  August  3,  1865.  Her  father. 
Charles  A.  Gillett,  a son  of  Abner  Gillett,  was  born 
in  West  Brookville,  X.  Y.,  and  was  married  in 
Monticello,  Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y.,  to  Aliss  Martha 
Manna,  daughter  of  James  Manna. 

GEORGE  C.  WHITE,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  whose  devotion  to  his  country  was 
tested  on  many  a Southern  battle-field,  is  now  one 
of  the  honored  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Epuinunk,  Wayne  county.  He  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  in  Scott  township,  April  23,  1824.  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Thomas)  White,  repre- 
sentative pioneers  of  this  region. 

Joseph  White  was  born  in  1800,  on  the  Dela- 
ware river  in  Wayne  county,  and  after  his  marriage 
located  in  Scott  township,  where  he  followed 
lumbering  for  some  years.  In  1830  he  moved  to 
Little  Equinunk,  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  worked 
in  a sawmill,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed 
lumber  for  the  Philadelphia  and  Xew  Jersey  mar- 
kets. Lie  died  in  Equinunk  in  1868,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  at  the  same  place  in  1887,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight  years.  In  the  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  ten  children,  of  whom 
j our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Albert,  born  in  Dela- 
| ware  county,  X.  Y.,  married  a Western  lady,  and 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Little  Equinunk. 
where  he  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  a wife  and 
family,  who  still  reside  in  Wayne  county.  (3) 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Layton,  of  Calli- 
coon,  Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y.  (4)  Charles,  born  in 
Wayne  county,  married  Rebecca  Jenson,  of  Dela- 
ware county,  Ar.  Y.,  and  moved  to  Cameron  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  died,  leaving  two  children,  who 
still  live  on  Sinnamahoning  creek.  (5)  Jerome, 
born  in  Wayne  county,  moved  to  Iowa  when  a 
young  man,  and  there  married.  When  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  eidisted  in  an  Iowa  regiment,  and 
at  the  charge  on  Vicksburg  was  mortally  wound- 
ed. dying  shortly  afterward.  Llis  widow  subse- 
quently married  again,  and  went  as  a missionary 
J to  Texas.  (6)  Annie,  born  in  Manchester  town- 
j ship,  Wayne  county,  is  now  Mrs.  Hamilton  Gen- 
j son,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  a family. 

I (7)  Clarissa,  born  in  Manchester  township,  is  the 
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■wife  of  John  H.  Layton,  of  Little  Equinunk,  and 
lias  a family.  (8)  Henry,  born  in  Wayne  county, 
joined  the  L'nion  army  during  the  Civil  war  as  a | 
member  of  the  99th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  served  until 
hostilities  ceased.  Later  he  moved  to  Wisconsin,  i 
where  he  has  married  and  reared  a family.  (9)  1 
Florence,  born  in  Wayne  county,  is  the  widow  of 
Nathaniel  Kellam,  of  Little  Equinunk,  who  died  | 
.some  years  ago,  and  she  and  her  family  still  reside  [ 
in  W ayne  county.  (10)  John  died  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty during  boyhood. 

George  C.  White  was  reared  in  Wayne  county, 
receiving  a very  limited  education,  but  his  busi- 
ness training  was  by  no  means  meagre,  for  at  an 
early  age  he  began  work  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  ; 
also  learned  sawmill  work,  and  continued  to  op-  j 
erate  mills  until  a few  years  ago.  In  1848  he  mar-  , 
ried  Miss  Julia  A.  Price,  of  Manchester  township.  ; 
a.  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Polly  Price,  pioneers  of  | 
Wayne  countv,  and  after  his  marriage  he  purchased 
a tract  of  land  in  Manchester  township  on  which  he 
made  his  home  for  some  years,  clearing  forty  acres 
and  erecting  thereon  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  White  joined  the  boys  in 
Line  as  a member  of  Company  F,  144th  N.  Y.  V. 
I..  enlisting  at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  was 
sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.  As  a member  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Burnside,  his  first 
engagement  was  against  Longstreet  at  Suffolk,  fol- 
lowed by  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Gettys- 
burg. The  regiment  then  crossed  the  river  below 
Harper’s  Ferry,  and  proceeded  along  the  ridge  to 
Warrington,  and  from  there  to  Folly  Island, 
Charleston.  They  were  under  Gen.  Gilmore  at  the  ' 
battle  of  Olnstee,  and  were  later  sent  to  Jackson-  i 
ville,  Fla.,  being  on  guard  duty  from  that  place  to  ! 
Hilton  Head.  In  November,  1863,  while  at 
Charleston,  Mr.  White  was  granted  a furlough 
and  returned  home,  where  he  remained  for  one 
month,  rejoining  his  regiment  at  Hilton  Head. 
They  then  succeeded  in  tearing  up  the  Charleston 
Savannah  railroad,  and  for  several  days  were  in 
a number  of  skirmishes  with  the  Rebels  under 
Johnston,  at  Honey  Hill  or  Grahamsville.  At  that 
place  Mr.  White  was  wounded.  November  30, 
18F3.  by  a minie  ball,  in  the  right  leg  below  the  l 
knee.  All  day  and  night  he  lay  on  the  battle  field,  j 
and  was  then  taken  to  Hilton  Head  hospital,  where 
the  limb  was  amputated.  In  February,  1864,  he 
was  transferred  to  Davis  Island,  and  was  later  taken 
to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  finally  discharged 
August  15,  1865.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Wayne 
county,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shingles 
for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  White  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  about  sixteen 
vears  ago.  This  noble  woman  had  most  tenderly 
cared  for  her  children  while  he  was  at  the  front  de- 
fending the  flag  of  our  glorious  country,  and  she  al- 
wavs  proved  to  him  a raithful  helpmeet  and  devoted 
wife.  She  left  four  children.  (i)Ida,  born  in  Man-  . 


Chester  township,  in  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Lest- 
er, an  engineer  on  the  York  & Erie  railroad,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children — Claud,  Orie  and  Dott> — 
and  they  reside  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.  (2)  Alwyn, 
born  in  Manchester  township,  married  Ella  Jones, 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  they  make  their  home, 
and  he  is  employed  as  track  foreman  on  the  rail- 
road. Of  their  three  children,  Ida  accidentally  shot 
herself  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Victor  and  Guy 
are  both  at  home.  (3)  Zana,  born  in  Manches- 
ter township,  is  the  wife  of  Asa  Lester,  of  Susque- 
hanna, Penn.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Malcom, 
now  a resident  of  McKean  county,  Penn.  (4) 
Frank,  born  in  Wayne  county,  was  educated  in  the 
Susquehanna  Soldiers  Orphans  school,  and  mar- 
ried Julia  Woodslater,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter. 

Politically  Mr.  White  was  first  a Whig  and  is 
now  an  ardent  Republican,  while  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  George  C.  Scudder  Post  No.  240,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Equinunk.  He  is  a man  of  many  noble 
qualities,  is  generous  to  a fault,  and  a great  favorite 
with  the  children  and  young  people  of  the  village 
on  account  of  his  kind-heartedness  and  generosity. 
They  all  know  and  recognise  him  as  "Uncle 
George.” 

CHARLES  H.  SCUDDER,  for  about  half  a 
century  a well  known  resident  of  Lebanon  town- 
ship, and  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
prominent  families  of  Wayne  county,  was  born 
April  27,  1831,  at  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  New 
York. 

David  Scudder,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Westchester  county,  that  State.  October  2,  1783, 
and  was  married,  February  17,  1823,  to  Mrs.  Sallie 
I Pattison)  Yeaman,  widow  of  Drake  Yeaman.  and 
daughter  of  Michael  Pattison,  who  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  a soldier  in  the  American  Revolution. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scudder  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren: Hellen;  Betsy  Fidelia;  Mary  Jane,  deceased; 
Phcebe  Marie:  Frances  H.,  deceased;  Charles  H. ; 
Abram  L. ; and  Sarah  Arubouette.  The  father  was 
a faithful  defender  of  his  country  in  the  war  of 
1812.  and  during  his  business  career  was  variously 
employed,  being  engaged  in  farming,  conducting  a 
store  and  tavern,  and  manufacturing  potash.  In 
1839  he  removed  to  Louisiana  and  located  on  Ber- 
wick Bay,  in  St.  Mary's  Parish,  about  two  hundred 
miles  from  New  Orleans,  where  he  died  three  years 
later.  Returning  to  the  North,  the  family  located 
in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in 
1847,  where  they  remained  two  years:  then  tin 
1849)  removed  to  Lebanon,  thence  (in  1898)  to 
Prompton.  Pennsylvania. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  \ ork  and  Louisiana, 
being  about  nine  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  latter  State. 
Fie  returned  with  the  family  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  nearly  half  a century  resided  upon  the  farm  of 
260  acres  in  Lebanon  township.  V ayne  county.  He 
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made  many  useful  improvements  upon  the  place, 
thereby  adding  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive 
appearance,  including  the  erection  of  a good  frame 
residence  and  substantial  outbuildings. 

On  January  21,  1S52,  Mr.  Scudder  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  rvnn  La  Tourette, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sallie  (Wheatcraft)  La 
Tourette,  and  eight  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  Jane  Metute, 
of  Honduras,  South  America ; David  \\ .,  a resi- 
dent of  Torrey,  Penn. ; Prank  J.,  of  Lebanon  town- 
ship; Charles  G.,  of  Chicago,  ill.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  business ; and  Pielcn,  wife  of  Pred  Ken- 
nedy, of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county. 
Those  deceased  are  Eleanor,  and  twins  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
in  February,  1867,  and  011  August  23,  1S70,  Air. 
Scudder  wedded  Mrs.  Emily  (Keesler)  Maffett, 
widow  of  John  Maffett,  who  died  in  1861,  leaving 
twin  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year  and  eight  months ; the  other,  Ella,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Deloss  R.  Houghton,  of  Proome  county, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Scudder's  parents  were  Peter  and 
Percy  (Lewis)  Keesler,  the  former  a native  of  Sul- 
livan county,  A".  Y.,  in  whose  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  still  living,  namely:  Wallace  (who  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war),  Emily,  Rbxie,  Joseph, 
Helen,  Martha  and  Peter.  To  Charles  and  Emily 
Scudder  have  been  born  seven  children : Mary 

Jane,  wife  of  Horace  Purdy,  of  Lebanon  township; 
Samuel,  a resident  of  the  same  place ; Anna  C. ; 
L.  J.;  John  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years ; and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Scudder  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  eve’-  been 
a supporter  of  that  organization.  Sincere  and  con- 
scientious Christian  people,  he  and  his  wife  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  is  serving  as  elder.  Their  lives  have  ever 
been  in  harmony  with  their  profession,  and  their 
sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character 
have  won  the  admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 

JOHN  SHAFFER,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Waymart,  is  a representative  of  an 
honored  and  highly  respected  family  of  Wayne 
county.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Shaffer, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the 
New  World  at  about  the  beginning  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  located  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  where 
he  married  a Miss  Forbes.  In  1783.  after  the  birth 
of  their  son  John,  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  and 
located  on  a tract  of  land  on  Middle  creek  below 
the  North  & South  road.  Here  their  son  Moses 
was  born,  being  the  first  white  child  horn  in  South 
Canaan  township.  The  grandfather  h<1d  received  a 
very  favorable  report  of  this  locality  from  a partv 
of  hunters  living  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y..  and  he 
therefore  determined  to  make  it  his  future  home. 
On  removing  to  his  farm  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship he  was  obliged  to  cut  his  own  roads,  and  with 


! the  early  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  county 
he  was  prominently  identified. 

In  the  grandfather's  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  (1)  John  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. (2)  Moses  wedded  Mary  Swingle,  and  had 
children,  to-wit:  Jacob;  Fannie,  wife  of  Aaron  Cur- 
tis; Samuel;  John;  Sallie,  wife  of  Jacob  Cobb; 
Millie,  wife  of  Adam -Wagner,  of  Waymart;  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  James  Glen;  Sylvester;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  Abram  Taggers.  (3)  Samuel  married  RacheL 
Wagner,  and  his  children  were  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
! ’John  Spangenberger ; Moses,  Abraham;  Eli;  Lydia, 
wife  of  Simon  Enslin ; Amy,  wife  of  Daniel  Everts  : 
Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Reed;  Perzilla;  Joseph: 
i Rachel;  Alexander;  and  Martha,  wife  of  Francis 
Enslin.  (4)  Susan  married  Joshua  P.erleigh.  1 5 ■ 
Effie  married  Jacob  Swingle.  (6)  .Betsy  mar- 
ried Edward  Doyle,  of  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  (7)  Polly  married  Samuel 
Chumard.  (8)  Catherine  married  James  McLain. 

During  Iris  infancy,  John  Shaffer  (the  father 
of  our  subject)  was  brought  by  Ins  parent?  to 
Wayne  county,  and  amid  scenes  of  frontier  iite  lie 
grew  to  manhood,  aiding  his  father  in  the  arduous 
task  of  clearing  and  developing  a new  farm.  In 
connection  with  his  agricultural  pursuits  he  also 
did  some  contracting,  and  our  subject  now  has  :n 
his  possession  a contract,  dated  January  29.  1S31. 
between  the  Honesdale  & Clarksville  Turnpike  Co. 
and  Charles  Stanton,  Blilander  Beattys,  Asa  Stan- 
ton and  John  Shaffer.  Lie  also  has  the  commissions 
given  his  father  as  lieutenant  and  captain  of  the 
State  Militia,  dated  August  3,  1S07;  and  a laud 
warrant  for  his  farm  of  sixty-nine  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  $130,  dated  September  23,  1828.  Our  sub- 
ject now  owns  sixty-five  acres  of  the  original  tract, 
having  purchased  the  same  of  the  other  heirs  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1876. 

The  father  was  born  in  Orange  county.  X".  Y., 
December  25,  1783,  and  died  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  July  30,  1864.  He  was  three  times  married. 

: his  first  wife  being  Miss  Lydia  Benjermin,  who  w as- 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  October  20,  1791. 
and  died  October  16.  1826.  They  were  married 
June  9,  1 8 1 1 . On  July  5,  1827.  he  married  Louisa 
Fobes,  who  was  born  September  21.  1798,  and 

died  October  16,  1852.  The  following  children 
! blessed  this  union:  (1)  Lydia  A.,  born  January  19. 
1830,  married  Alexander  McMillan,  who  died  June 
11,  1883.  and  she  died  in  October.  1891.  In  their 
: family  were  two  children,  now  deceased,  namely : 

! Mary  R.  and  Winta  L.  The  former  married 
Charles  Betz,  and  died  leaving  one  daughter.  Caro- 
line, now  a resident  of  FTonesdale.  1 2 1 Mary,  born 
December  24,  1831,  is  the  widow  of  George  A. 

1 Clark,  and  resides  with  our  subject.  She  has  two 
daughters.  Ida  L..  who  was  born  January  15.  1870. 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Sumner  Merring,  a farmer 
of  Wayne  county;  and  Ber.ha  E..  who  was  born 
February  2.  1872.  and  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching,  while  she  resides  at  home.  (3)  Amy. 
1 born  October  1.  1834.  lives  with  our  subject.  I41 
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Jolni,  born  February  25,  1837,  is  next  in  the  family. 

Sarah  A.,  born  .November  22,  1S41,  died  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1852.  The  parents  and  the  children  who 
are  now  deceased  are  all  buried  at  Canaan  Corners, 
Wayne  county.  The  family  is  one  of  the  highest 
respectability  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always  resided 
upon  the  old  homestead  at  Waymart,  where  he  was 
born,  and  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  its  management.  From  1864  until  1882  he  was 
employed  as  brakeman  on  the  Gravitv  railroad,  but  k 
with  that  exception  he  has  always  engaged  in  farm 
work.  He  is  well  posted  on  the  leading  puestions  j 
and  issues  of  the  day,  and  in  politics  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

JAMES  P.  SIMPSON.  During  the  trying  | 
days  of  the  Civil  war  the  cause  of  freedom  found 
many  gallant  defenders  among  our  foreign-born 
residents,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  an  English- 
man by  birth,  proved  his  devotion  to  the  principles 
of  Magna  Charta  by  volunteering  for  "three  years 
or  the  war.”  He  took  part  in  several  important  en- 
gagements, and  a serious  wound,  which  might  have 
been  fatal  except  for  the  pure  blood  and  sound  health 
that  a wholesome  life  had  brought  him,  is  an  incon- 
testable evidence  of  his  courage.  Mr.  Simpson  has 
been  for  a number  of  years  a resident  of  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem 
for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character,  and  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  be  of  general  interest  to  our  : 
readers. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  an  old  Yorkshire  fam- 
ily, and  was  born  in  Bradford,  England,  February 
23,  1841.  His  father,  Thomas  Simpson,  who  for 
thirty  years  was  an  overseer  of  a large  factory  at 
that  place,  owned  by  Wood  & Walker,  manufac- 
turers of  worsted  goods,  died  in  1891,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four.  Our  subject’s  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Perkins,  died  in  1854,  aged 
thirty-nine,  and  the  father  for  his  second  wife  mar- 
ried Jane  Reid,  who  died  March  8,  18S6.  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six.  By  the  first  union  there  were  live  chil- 
dren: James  P.,  our  subject:  John  W..  now  a clerk 
in  a grocery  store  in  England : Miss  Sarah,  a resi- 
dent of  Bradford,  England:  Elizabeth  and  Samuel, 
who  both  died  in  infancy.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  were  four  children:  Hepsiba,  a resident  of  1 
Bradford,  England  ; Alfred,  who  is  clerking  at  Brad-  i 
ford;  Joseph,  who  died  December  9,  1899;  and 
Arthur,  who  is  a bookkeeper  for  one  of  the  largest 
business  houses  in  Bradford. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  at- 
tained his  majority,  but  after  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  was  employed  as  a clerk  by  John  Milligan.  Son 
& Co.,  bis  education  being  continued  at  a night 
school.  His  active  and  clever  mind  enabled  him  to 
make  good  use  of  his  educational  opportunities,  such 
as  they  were,  and  after  coming  to  America,  he  at- 
tended school  for  some  time  in  Boston,  Mass.  In 
1862  he  set  sail  for  this  continent,  the  voyage  last-  j 
ing  six  weeks,  and  after  spending  a few  days  in  New 


York  City  he  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he 
remained  several  weeks.  He  then  proceeded  to  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  and  worked  for  three  months  for  Isaac 
Jones;  but  as  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress  he  de- 
cided to  enlist  in  the  government  service.  He  joined 
the  27th  X.  Y'.  Light  Artillery,  under  Capt.  John 
B.  Eaton,  now  of  the  regular  army,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  served  until  honorably  discharged 
at  Washington,  May  18,  1865.  Among  the  batties 
in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsyivania,  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  Cold 
Harbor,  also  Petersburg,  and  he  was  with  the  forces 
in  front  of  the  latter  place  from  June,  1S64.  until 
Sunday,  April  2,  1865.  While  there  he  was  struck 
in  the  lower  jaw  by  a piece  of  a shell,  making  it 
necessary  to  remove  some  of  the  jaw  bone,  but  owing 
to  his  good  general  health  the  wound  healed  in  six 
weeks.  On  receiving  his  discharge  he  went  to 
Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  to  visit  relatives  for  a few 
weeks,  and  the  physicians  there  advised  him  to  go 
home  to  England  to  recuperate.  He  did  so.  re- 
maining about  three  months,  but  returned  to  Cam- 
bridgeport and  learned  the  machinist’s  trade  which 
lie  followed  there  until  1871.  Before  settling  down 
permanently  he  determined  upon  a prospecting  tour, 
and  after  a few  weeks  passed  in  Brooklyn,  Penn., 
he  went  to  Scranton,  this  State,  and  took  a position 
in  the  Dickson  locomotive  shops.  After  a year  he 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  worked  there  for  a few 
months  in  the  Baldwin  locomotive  shops,  and  then 
the  next  four  years  he  spent  in  working  at  his 
trade  in  Corning,  X.  Y.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  went  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  as  the  panic  which 
then  prevailed  made  work  at  his  trade  difficult  to 
obtain,  he  spent  seven  years  as  a bookkeeper  for  the 
Arlington  Woolen  XI ills.  During  this  period  he 
saved  enough  money  to  purchase  his  present  home- 
stead, an  attractive  place  near  Hamlintou,  Wayne 
county,  consisting  of  forty-one  acres.  He  acquired 
the  title  in  1882,  and  removed  there  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  since  which  date  lie  has  given  much  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  the  farm.  In  the  fall 
of  1883  he  was  employed  on  a lathe  in  the  shops  of 
the  Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Scranton,  and 
this  position  he  held  until  1896,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  discontinue  the  work;  but  he  stiil 
helps  his  old  employers  occasionally  if  they  send  for 
him  in  a busy  season.  Pie  is  an  expert  machinist,  and 
his  industry  has  brought  him  a fair  competence, 
while  he  also  draws  a pension  for  his  services  to  the 
nation  during  the  war.  I11  politics  he  has  always 
been  a Republican,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  but  he  has  not  sought  official  honors. 
Socially  he  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed,  and  he 
is  connected  with  various  fraternal  orders,  includ- 
ing the  I.  O.  O.  P\  at  Cambridge.  Mass.,  the  ( i.  A. 
R.  at  Salem,  and  the  F.  & A.M..  in  which  latter  he 
lias  attained  the  321!  degree.  He  first  joined  the 
fraternity  in  November,  1870,  at  East  Cambridge, 
Mass.;  on  June  18.  1873.  was  enrolled  at  Corn- 
ing, X.  Y..  as  a Chapter  Mason,  and  on  November 
23.  1878,  lie  was  advanced  to  the  degree  of  Knight 
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Templar  at  Lawrence,  Mass.  In  religious  faith 
lie  is  a communicant  of  St.  Luke's  (Protestant  Epis- 
copal) Church  of  Scranton,  i’enn.,  and  Airs.  Simp- 
son is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ( 
of  Salem. 

On  September  14.  1871,  Mr.  Simpson  was  mar- 
ried at  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  by 
Rev.  Philip  Hoibroker,  a Alethodist  minister,  to 
Miss  Selina  L.  Blake,  but  no  children  have  blessed 
the  union.  Airs.  Simpson  was  born  at  Brooklyn, 
Penn.,  June  7,  1839,  a daughter  of  Samuel  B.  | 
Blake,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Blake,  a na-  i 
tive  of  England,  who  came  to  America  many  years  ; 
ago,  settling  in  Alassachusetts,  and  was  a Conti- 
nental soldier  in  the  Revolution.  Samuel  B.  Blake,  j 
who  was  born  in  Attleboro,  AJass.,  August  27,  1794.  | 
settled  in  Brooklyn,  Penn.,  taking  up  a large  tract 
of  land,  which  lie  cleared  and  cultivated.  Me  was  | 
a good  farmer,  was  intelligent  and  well  informed.  I 
and  was  a teacher  in  the  early  part  of  his  life;  he  j 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  18 12.  Me  was  married  j 
December  17,  1820,  at  Harford,  Penn.,  to  Aliss  1 
Alcemena  Case,  a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  born 
December  22,  1797.  They  were  both  devout  mem-  ; 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  much 
respected  by  their  acquaintances.  He  died  August 
25,  1867,  and  the  wife  passed  away  on  February  9. 
1864,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Brook-  i 
lyn,  Penn.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Albert, 
born  November  26,  1821,  htfs  never  married,  and 
is  a resident  of  Susquehanna  county ; Edwin  E., 
born  October  29,  1823,  married  Airs.  Sarah  E. 
\\  oodward,  a widow,  now  deceased,  and  he  resides 
in  Salem  township.  Wayne  county;  Aliss  Alary  R.,  j 
born  February  22,  1833.  resides  in  Brooklyn.  Penn. ; ; 
and  Selina  L.,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  is  the  young- 
est in  the  family. 

JOHN  F.  AIcFARLAND,  ticket,  freight  and 
express  agent,  and  telegraph  operator  at  Lake  Ariel, 
\\  ayne  county,  is  one  of  the  active  native-born 
young  business  men  of  the  countv. 

Born  July  6,  1872.  in  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county,  he  is  a son  of  John  S.  and  Sarahett  ( A I itch- 
ell  ) AIcFarland,  of  Jefferson  township,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. Their  son  John  F.,  of  whom  we  write, 
received  a liberal  education  at  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  left 
the  parental  roof  for  Scranton.  I’enn.,  where  he 
clerked  in  a grocery  store  a year,  thence  removing 
to  Georgetown,  and  there  serving  as  telegrapher 
at  the  railway  station  one  year.  His  next  point  was 
at  \\  inuners'  Station,  in  Lackawanna  county,  where 
he  was  operator  also  a year,  afterward  serving  as 
operator  at  different  stations  between  Port  Jervis 
and  Hawley  until  1895.  in  which  vear  *we  find  him 
again  in  Scranton,  where  he  "worked  the  ticker” 
three  months,  finally  coming  to  Lake  Ariel  to  fill 
his  present  responsible  position. 

< >n  December  24,  1893,  at  Hawley,  Penn.. 

John  F.  AIcFarland  was  united  in  marriage  with 


Aliss  Ella  Philips,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Sarah 
(Smith)  Philips,  highly  respectable  people  of  Haw- 
ley, Penn.,  where  Air.  Philips  is  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business.  Two  children,  Ethel  Sarah, 
born  January  31,  1897,  and  Ella  Ruth,  born  Janu- 
ary 8,  1900,  grace  this  union.  Socially  Air.  AIc- 
Farland  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  Fie  is  bright, 
and  popular  with  all  classes,  and  embodies  a rare 
combination  of  good  nature  with  sound  common 
sense. 

EDWARD  G.  BELL  was  born  in  Rockland 
county,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1851,  and  in  his  youth  re- 
ceived a good  training  in  the  common  English 
branches.  He  owns  and  operates  a beautiful  farm 
of  seventy-three  acres  on  the  Delaware  river,  in 
Westfall  township  Pike  county,  only  one  and  one- 
half  miles  front  Port  Jervis.  N.  Y.,  and  in  connection 
with  general  agriculture  is  engaged  in  keeping  sum- 
mer boarders.  He  has  a fine  peach  orchard  on  the 
place,  raising  fruit  and  vegetables  for  the  Port  Jer- 
vis market,  and  is  a business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
narv  ability,  in  all  his  undertakings  meeting  with 
most  gratifying  success.  After  his  father  removed 
to  Port  Jervis,  he  and  his  brother  continued  to  oper- 
ate the  farm  together  until  1897.  when  it  was  di- 
vided, and  our  subject  erected  a beautiful  new  resi- 
dence upon  his  portion  of  the  150  acres.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  and  has  made 
many  improvements  upon  the  place,  which  add 
grea'tlv  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance.  So- 
cially- he  is  a Alaster  Alason,  and  politically  a strong 
Democrat.  He  and  his  family  have  been  quite 
prominent  in  the  community  where  they  reside,  and 
it  is  to  such  men  that  the  county  owes  its  prosperity 
and  advancement. 

In  July,  1893,  at  Port  Jervis.  N.  Y..  Air.  Bell 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Alaggie  Treible, 
who  was  born  in  Bushkill.  Pike  Co.,  Penn..  July 
15.  1875,  a daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Julia  A. 
(Ace)  Treible.  also  natives  of  that  county,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1883.  The  father  was  born 
in  1833,  a son  of  Henry  and  Katie  Treible.  and 
is  still  engaged  in  farming  at  Bushkill.  His  chil- 
dren are  Henry,  a resident  of  Alonroe  county;  Alag- 
gie. wife  of  our  subject:  and  Edith,  wife  of  Floyd 
Lyon,  freight  agent  for  the  Clias.  W.  Davis  Trans- 
portation Line,  in  New  York  Citv.  [ATr.  Bell  is  a 
son  of  the  late  William  T.  Bell,  a sketch  of  whom 
appears  at  page  63^.] 

JOHN  RACHT.  Among  the  more  prominent 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne’  county,  who  are  of  alien  birth,  is  the 
gentleman  wnose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
Like  others  of  his  countrymen  he  has  brought  to 
the  New  World  the  habits  of  economy  and  fru- 
gality which  are  inherent  characteristics  of  his  na- 
tive land,  and  the  exercise  of  which,  accompanied 
by  industry  and  good  management,  have  secured 
for  him  a comfortable  competence. 
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Mr.  Raclit  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1832,  a son  of  Michael  and  Catherine 
(Andres)  Raclit,  who  in  1857  joined  our  subject 
and  his  brother  in  Honesdaie,  where  the  mother 
died  a year  after  her  arrival  from  a lingering  ill-  i 
ness  contracted  on  the  voyage.  The  father,  who 
was  blind  for  several  years,  died  at  the  home  of  a 
daughter  in  Honesdaie,  in  1862,  aged  sixty-one 
years.  In  early  life  he  had  worked  as  a general 
"laborer  and  later  as  a farmer  in  Germany,  accumu- 
lating in  this  way  some  money,  which  was  invested 
in  a farm  on  coming  to  America.  The  land  was  : 
purchased  in  his  name,  and  he  made  the  first  pay- 
ment. but  the  balance  was  paid  by  our  subject  and 
his  brother.  The  family  remained  together  for 
many  years,  and  as  four  of  the  children  were  mar- 
ried, they  bought  the  farm  on  which  our  subject 
now  resides  in  order  to  have  more  room.  Work- 
ing together,  they  at  length  paid  off  the  indebted- 
ness on  the  place,  anti  converted  the  land  into  a 
valuable  and  productive  farm.  The  parents  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Honesdaie. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children:  Se- 

bastian, a prominent  farmer,  who  died  in  South 
Canaan  township  in  1894:  Jacob,  a farmer  of  the 
same  township;  Michael,  a teamster  of  Syracuse,  1 
N.  V.;  William,  who  died  in  Germany  during  child- 
hood: Tolm,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Anna,  I 
who  married  Andrew  Stein  (both  died  in  Hones- 
daie). 

During  his  youth  John  Raclit  learned  the  shoe-  1 
maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  w-ork  in 
Germany  until  1852,  wnen  he  and  his  brother  Jacob 
sailed  for  the  United  States.  From  April  until 
July  they  spent  in  New  York  City,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  while  his  brother  engaged  in  tailoring, 
and  then  went  to  Rondout,  X.  Y.  After  following 
their  trades  for  some  time,  they  spent  two  years  in 
boating. on  the  canal  for  others,  and  subsequently 
purchased  a boat  which  they  ran  between  Rondout 
and  Honesdaie  for  three  years.  After  sending  for 
their  parents,  they  bought  the  farm  in  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  which  they  operated  to- 
gether for  nine  years.  Our  subject  then  took  his 
present  farm  as  his  share  of  the  property,  and  since 
locating  on  the  same  in  1867  has  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  with  most 
satisfactory  results. 

In  Honesdaie.  Mr.  Raclit  was  married  Decem- 
ber 12.  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Trice,  and  to  them 
were  born  tbe  following  children:  Mary  A.  is 

now  the  wife  of  Anthony  iiurkert,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Honesdaie:  Mag- 
gie died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  William,  a 
carpenter  of  Carbondale,  IY1111.,  married  Xora  Shaf- 
fer; Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  Doyle,  a 'lumberman 
of  McKean  county.  Penn.:  Andrew  married  Agnes 
Doyle,  and  is  engaged  in  lumbering  in  McKean 
county;  John  is  also  a lumberman  of  that  county; 
Susan  died  in  childhood;  and  Charles,  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Raclit,  who  had  been  an  invalid  for  four- 


teen years,  died  June  7,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery  at  Honesdaie,  Penn.  She  was 
born  July  10,  1835,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  where  her 
parents,  Mathew  and  Catherine  (Bollis)  Trice,  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  1852,  when  they 
emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Honesdaie, 
Penn.  The  father,  who  was  employed  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  died  August  15,  1878,  aged  sev- 
enty-five years,  the  mother  in  September,  18O4,  aged 
fifty-five,  and  both  were  buried  at  Honesdaie.  Of 
their  children,  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Pellance, 
who  is  employed  on  the  coal  docks  at  Honesdaie; 
Elizabeth  was  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  wed- 
ded Charles  Storr  (now  deceased),  and  she  died  in 
January,  1871  ; and  William  is  a resident  of  Ron- 
dout, New  York. 

Mr.  Racht  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  most  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  for  the  past  six  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Hones- 
daie, and  also  of  St.  Joseph's  Society.  He  is 
surrounded  by  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  appreciate 
his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter. 

JACOB  I.  BATES  is  a prominent  representa- 
tive of  the  business  interests  of  Dvberry  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  owns  and  successfully 
operates  a large  gristmill.  Being  a man  of  excel- 
lent business  ability  and  sound  judgment,  he  has 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and  the  success  that 
has  crowned  his  efforts  is  well  merited. 

John  Bates  (father  of  our  subject)  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  September  2,  1806,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  came  to  the  Xew  World, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Dvberry  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  He  purchased  land  near  the  center  of 
the  township,  and  there  made  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life, dying  June  11,  1887.  He 
married  Miss  Emily  Swingle,  of  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Swin- 
gle; she  passed  away  September  28,  1SS9. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children : Elizabeth  A.,  wdio  still  resides 

on  the  old  homestead ; Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Peter  Ran- 
dall, of  Hancock,  X.  Y. ; Robert  S.,  a resident  of 
Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county;  Jacob  I.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  John  M..  who  died  April  28, 
1882;  J.  Isadora,  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Bryant,  of 
Waymart.  Wayne  county;  Amanda  L..  wife  of 
Richard  Randall;  George  \\  .,  who  died  Xovember 
7.  1861  ; Edwin  Spencer,  who  died  October  28. 
i86t  : and  Eugene  L.,  who  also  lives  on  the  old 
homestead. 

I11  Dvberry  township  Jacob  I.  Bates,  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  October  10,  1843,  and  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  township  he  gained  the  founda- 
tion of  an  education,  to  which  he  has  added  bv 
extensive  reading  and  observation.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  was 
placed  in  tbe  construction  corps,  where  he  served 
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until  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  to  Wayne 
county,  he  purchased  land  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Dyberry  township,  and  began  fanning.  Soon 
afterward,  in  company  w ith  ms  brother,  he  bought 
a sawmill,  and  to  this  was  added  a feedmill.  in  liSOy 
Mr.  Bates  built  a large  gristmill,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  operated,  receiving  from  the  public  a 
liberal  patronage. 

On  September  io,  1865,  Mr.  Bates  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jerusha  A.  Blunter,  who 
was  born  May  29,  1843,  a daughter  of  Mathew  and 
Phoebe  Ann  i^HoelJ  Blunter,  the  former  a native  of 
England,  the  latter  of  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  W lien  a mere  lad  her  father  came  to  this 
countrv.To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  were  born  seven 
children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
follows:  Charles  Spencer,  August  29,  1S66,  mar- 

ried Sarah  Arnold,  and  has  one  child,  Blorace ; 
George  L.,  August  24,  1868,  married  Genevra 
Scamblcr,  and  has  one  child,  Russell:  Andrew  j., 
July  13,  1871  ; Chauncey  E.,  November  21,  1873  ; 
Edmund  \\  .,  June  28,  1876,  married  Verna  Bishop, 
and  lives  in  Equinunk,  Penn.;  Wesley 'A..  Decem- 
ber 16,  1879;  and  Ida  M.,  December  2,  1885.  All 
are  stilll  living  with  the  exception  of  Andrew  J., 
who  died  October  23,  1895. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bates  is  a Democrat,  though 
at  local  elections  he  does  not  adhere  strictly  to  party 
lines,  endeavoring  to  support  the  man  best  qualified 
for  the  office.  He  has  always  been  before  the  peo- 
ple as  their  representative  in  township  matters,  and 
has  most  capably  and  acceptably  served  his  -fellow 
citizens  in  the  offices  of  overseer  of  roads,  town- 
ship clerk  eight  years,  school  director  seven  years, 
and  the  present  year  completes  his  sixth  year  as 
supervisor.  He  is  also  a director  in  and  agent  for  the 
Wayne  County  Farmers  Mutual  lrire  Insurance  Co. 
His  public  service  is  most  'exemplary,  and  his  pri- 
vate life  is  above  reproach.  Mrs.  Bates  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church. 

COLUMBUS  W ASHINGTON  HUBBARD, 
a prominent  agriculturist  of  Lake  township.  Wayne 
county,  has  not  only  won  for  himself  a substantial 
success  in  business  life,  but  he  bears  an  honorable 
record  as  a soldier,  gained  during  the  long  struggle 
which  settled  forever  the  question  of  our  national 
unity. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  22,  1833,  at  Green- 
field, Luzerne  Co..  Penn.,  a son  of  Columbus  and 
Mary  A.  (Young)  Hubbard,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Rhode  Island.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  while  on  his  wav  to 
California,  and  the  mother  afterward,  in  1886,  re- 
moved to  Wayne  county  to  spend  her  last  davs  at 
the  home  of  our  subject,  her  only  child.  She  died 
February  4,  1895,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  the  South 
Canaan  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Hubbard's  youth  was  mainly  spent  at  the 
home  of  an  uncle,  Nicholas  Young,  a farmer  of 
Luzerne  county,  but  in  April,  1851,  he  located  in 


Wayne  county,  being  employed  for  some  time  in 
running  cars  on  the  Gravity  railroad  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.  At  first  he  resided  at  "No.  12", 
now  known  as  Gravity,  but  he  afterward  made  his 
home  at  different  places  along  the  road,  and  he  re- 
mained in  the  service  of  the  company  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  receiving  promotion  from  time  to 
time.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  a conductor,  but 
his  work  was  interrupted  in  May,  1861,  by  his  en- 
listment in  Company  B,  3rd  Pa.  Reserves,  with 
which  he  served  three  years  and  twenty-one  days, 
under  Captains  Curtis,  Davenport  and  Warren  G. 
Moore.  He  took  part  in  a number  or  severe  bat- 
tles, but  was  never  wounded.  During  the  famous 
"seven-days’  fight”  in  Virginia,  in  1S62,  he  was  in 
active  service,  and  on  the  fifth  day  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Battle  City  Cross  Roads.  After  spend- 
ing thirty-seven  days  in  a prison  at  Richmond,  he 
was  exchanged  at  Akron  Landing,  on  the  James 
river,  and  he  soon  rejoined  his  regiment,  which 
was  then  stationed  near  the  James.  Among  the 
battles  in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run.  In  June,  1864,  he  received  his 
discharge,  and  on  returning  home  he  at  once  took 
his  place  as  conductor  on  his  old  train,  and  con- 
tinued his  connection  with  the  company  until  De- 
cember 17,  1885,  when  the  road  was  abandoned. 
Having  in  the  meantime  made  his  home  at  his  pres- 
ent farm,  he  has  since  given  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  and  under  his  able,  judicious  management 
the  estate,  which  contains  150  acres,  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  Ble  is  a stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  and  while  he  is  not  an  office 
seeker  he  takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  and 
has  served  three  years  as  school  director.  Ble  and 
his  family  are  popular  socially,  and  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Capt.  George  W.  Daven- 
port Post  No.  534,  at  Gravity. 

On  March  22,  1856,  Mr.  Hubbard  was  married 
in  Laxe  township,  Wayne  county,  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  by  Gabriel  Howell,  Esq.,  to 
Miss  Rachel  Enslin,  and  eight  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  (1)  Rosatha  died  June  10,  1857.  (2) 

Diana  married  Nicholas  Croop,  of  Jefferson  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county,  and  died  July  11.  1876. 
(3)  Almina  married  Butler  B.  Kizer,  a railway 
conductor  residing  at  Scranton,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Cora  M.  and  Hazel  M.  (4)  Frank  D. 
died  October  31,  1879.  (5)  Kancy  J.,  who  mar- 

ried Ella  Swingle,  is  a farmer  in  Lake  township, 
Wavne  county  (they  have  one  child,  Carl  C).  16) 

Inez  M.  died  November  6,  1879.  (7)  Sylvania  B. 

married  Walter  W illiams,  operator  at  Scranton  on 
the  D.  L.  & W.  R R.  (8)  Fordyce  Meade,  who 
j married  Virgie  Blouse  on  May  11,  1898,  is  working 
| for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Scranton.  Mrs. 
j Hubbard  was  born  May  9,  1837,  'n  South  Canaan 
! township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Nancy  A.  (Quick)  Enslin,  and  is  a member 
\ of  a well  known  family  of  this  section.  Bier  pa- 
' ternal  grandparents,  Geo-ge  and  Katie  (Swingle) 
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Enslin,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  settled 
in  South  Canaan  township,  \\  ayne  county,  at  an 
early  day,  while  her  maternal  grandparents,  Cor- 
nelius and  Elizabeth  (Xesbit)  Quick,  spent  the 
greater  portion  of  their  lives  in  Luzerne  count)', 
where  both  were  born.  Her  mother  died  in  No- 
vember, i860,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  her  father 
in  the  following  month,  aged  sixty.  1 heir  children 
were:  Julieann,  deceased  .wife  of  Henry  Ames,  of 
Waymart;  Jacob,  a retired  farmer  of  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county;  Francis;  Rosella,  wife  of, 
Alexander  Cornell,  of  Hawley ; Rachel,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Joshua,  deceased. 

GEOGE  HUMPHREY  SAXDERCOCK. 
This  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist  is  the. 
owner  of  a fine  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  his  family  has  been  promi- 
nent for  many  years.  He  is  of  English  descent  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  and  in  his  career 
and  character  lie  has  shown  the  best  qualities  of 
that  race. 

George  Sandercock,  Sr.,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  a lifelong  resident  of  Pondstock,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  George 
Sandercock  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1819,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Mary  Bellamy,  daughter  of  Hum- 
phrey PE  and  Grace  Bellamy.  For  some  time  after 
their  marriage  they  resided  in  Cornwall,  but  in 
1844  they  came  to  America,  their  first  home  being 
made  at  Berlin,  Wayne  county,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Cherry  Ridge  township,  having  pur- 
chased one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a homestead. 
Ihree  years  later  he  bought  another  tract  of  one 
hundred  acres,  and  for  many  years  he  operated  the 
entire  estate.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  lum- 
bering, owning  at  one  time  about  1.000  acres  of 
timber  land  at  Paupac,  Wayne  county,  and  in  all 
his  enterprises  he  met  with  uniform  success.  As 
a citizen  he  was  much  respected,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  fill  township  offices.  In 
politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  giving  liberallv  to  its  sup- 
port. He  died  August  18,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four;  his  widow,  who  was  born  November  1.  1819, 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  children.  His  mor- 
tal remains  now  repose  in  the  cemetery  at  Hones- 
dale.  Of  the  children  of  this  worthy  couple,  the 
eldest,  Elizabeth,  married  John  Schenk,  of  Lara- 
mie City,  Wvoniing:  Thomas  is  deceased:  John  W. 
is  a prominent  merchant  at  Lake  Ariel.  Penn.; 
W illiam,  a railwav  conductor,  resides  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Jul  ia  married  Isaac  Male,  the  .foreman  of  a 
coalyard  at  Hawlev,  Wayne  county:  George  IP, 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below:  Alary 
died  April  5,  1865;  Amos  Mead  resides  upon  a por- 
tion of  the  old  homestead;  and  Augusta  died  in 
1864. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  11.  1854,  at 


: tire  present  homestead,  and  during  his  youth  he 
enjoyed  the  usual  experiences  of  a country  lad.  In 
1887  he  began  working  in  an  axe  factory  at  Tracy - 
; ville,  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained  about  two 
I and  one-hall  years,  but  after  the  death  of  his  father 
he  was  obliged  to  give  his  attention  to  the  care  of 
I the  home  farm.  For  a few  years  the  estate  was  left 
undivided,  but  later  Air.  Sandercock  took  the  one 
hundred  acres  comprising  the  original  purchase, 
while  his  brother  Amos  Al.  took  the  remaining  half. 
Air.  Sandercock  raises  general  crops,  and  manages 
his  farm  in  a thoroughly  scientinc  manner.  His 
sound  judgment  is  recognized  by  his  neighbors,  and 
for  the  past  ten  years  he  lias  been  a director  in  the 
Wayne  County  Agricultural  Association,  a position 
formerly  held  by  his  lamented  father.  Politically 
[ he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  has  no  inclina- 
tion to  enter  official  life,  having  refused  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candidate  when  urged 
to  do  so.  Socially  he  is  identified  with,  the  Order 
of  Red  Men,  Honesdale  Lodge,  and  while  he  is  not 
a member  of  any  Church  he  inclines  toward  the 
Alethodist  faith.  On  October  6,  18S0,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Van 
Clift,  a Alethodist  minister,  to  Aliss  Anna  E. 
Bonear,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by  three  chil- 
dren, Isaac  B.,  George  and  Aiorrell  Ray. 

Airs.  Sandercock  belongs  to  one  of  the  most 
prominent  families  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and 
J is  a leader  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  locality. 
She  was  born  August  15,  1857,  at  the  Bonear  home- 
stead in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  a beautiful  estate 
which  has  been  improved  of  late  years  at  great  ex- 
j pense,  the  residence  being  one  of  the  finest  in 
Wayne  county.  Her  father,  Isaac  Bonear,  was 
born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1827,  and  came  to 
America  when  about  nine  years  old  with  his  par- 
ents, Aloses  and  Catherine  (Alay)  Bonear.  He  has 
always  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  at  times 
has  been  chosen  to  township  offices  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem- 
! bers  of  the  Alethodist  Church  near  their  home.  FI i s 
wife  was  born  in  1831  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  but 
her  parents  came  to  Wayne  county  during  her  child- 
hood. They  had  the  following  children:  Cather- 

ine J.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  (deceased),  who 
married  George  Van  Winkle,  a machinist  in  New 
Jersey;  Anna  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Ada  R., 
wife  of  Amos  Alead  Sandercock,  who  occupies  part 
of  the  Sandercock  homestead. 

I 

JOHN  BEEAIER,  the  present  efficient  and 
popular  street  commissioner  of  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  Indian  Orchard,  same  county, 
Alarch  14,  1836.  a son  of  Frederick  and  Laura 
(Dexter)  Beemer. 

The  paternal  grandparents  were  of  German 
origin,  and  were  lifelong  residents  of  Bcemersville. 
X.  J.  The  father  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and 
lumbeiman,  politically  was  a Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  was  a Baptist.  He  died  in  1844,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  honored  and  respected 
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by  all  who  knew  him.  Ilis  children  were:  John, 

the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Nancy,  now  the 
wife  of  Cornelius  Brown,  foreman  of  the  Delaware 
shipyard  at  Newburg,  N.  V.  The  mother  was 
twice  married,  her  second  husband  being  G.  W. 
Daniels,  who  now  resides  at  White  Mills,  Wayne 
county.  By  this  union  she  had  five  children : Cyn- 
thia, who  first  married  David  Bishop,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  a Mr.  Hedglin,  a stationary  engineer 
at  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county ; Laura,  who  married 
Joel  Fish,  of  Wisconsin,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Amanda,  who  lives  with  her  father  at 
White  Mills;  and  Emma  and  Edith,  who  both  died 
unmarried.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1892,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

At  an  early  age  John  Beemer  commenced  work- 
ing in  the  woods  for  Russell  Daniels,  and  on  leav- 
ing home  at  the  age  of  seventeen  followed  lumber- 
ing in  the  employ  of  others.  For  thirteen  years 
he  served  as  foreman  for  Collingwood  & Co.,  lum- 
ber merchants  of  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  looking 
after  their  business  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  In  1883 
he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
general  contractor  in  timber  and  sawed  lumber, 
and  was  thus  employed  until  the  spring  of  1896, 
when  elected  street  commissioner  of  Hawley,  to 
which  place  he  had  removed  in  1882  from  Pike 
county.  In  connection  with  the  duties  of  that  office, 
which  he  most  capably  discharges,  he  still  carries 
on  business  as  a lumber  contractor.  The  Repub- 
lican party  finds  in  him  an  ardent  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  has  done  much  to  promote  its 
welfare  in  his  community.  He  is  an  energetic,  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  business  man,  and  the 
success  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  unaided  efforts  and  excellent  management. 

Mr.  Beemer  was  married  November  1,  1856, 
at  White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Morrow,  Rev.  C.  L.  Rice,  a Methodist  minister, 
officiating.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely : Amanda,  now  the  wife  of  Seth  Downs, 

a teamster  at  White  Mills,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children;  Ada,  at  home;  Anna,  wife  of  George  Pal- 
lott,  a traveling  salesman  living  in  Scranton,  Penn.; 
Frederick  B.,  who  is  employed  as  shipping  clerk  in 
the  glass  works  in  Hawley  and  resides  at  home; 
and  Harry  R.,  who  also  lives  at  home  and  is  em- 
ployed at  the  glass  works. 

Mrs.  Beemer  was  born  in  1S38,  at  what  is  now 
Hawley,  but  at  that  time  was  known  as  Paupack 
Eddy,  a daughter  of  Elias  and  Anna  (Kellam) 
Morrow,  the  former  a native  of  New  Jersey,  the 
latter  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was 
a lumberman  by  occupation,  died  in  Palmvra  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  in  1877,  the  mother  in  Indian 
Orchard,  Wayne  county,  in  iSfiy.  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  Both  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. Of  their  children.  Caroline  is  ti  e wife  of  our 
subject;  William,  Louis  and  Amanda  all  died  when 
young;  and  Brown  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 


HARVEY  A.  WILLIAMS,  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  Williams  brush  handle  manufac- 
tory, at  Lake  Como,  has  resided  in  Wayne  county 
for  over  twenty  years,  and  his  name  is  inseparably 
connected  with  its  industrial  interests.  His  thor- 
oughly American  spirit  and  great  energy  have  en- 
l abled  him  to  mount  from  a lowly  position  to  one 
I of  affluence.  One  of  his  leading  characteristics  in 
business  affairs  is  his  fine  sense  of  order  and  com- 
I plcte  system,  and  the  habit  of  giving  careful  atten- 
L tion  to  details,  without  which  success  in  any  under- 
; taking  is  never  an  assured  fact. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Verona,  Essex  Co., 

1 N.  J.,  in  April,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  Zadoc  and  Mary 
I (Langdon)  Williams,  the  former  born  in  Orange, 
•X.  J.,  the  latter  in  Ireland,  in  1817.  They  were 
married  in  New  Jersey,  where  the  father  followed 
the  butcher  business  throughout  life,  dying  in  that 
I State  in  1859.  Our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : ( 1 ) 
George,  born  in  1846,  attended  the  public  schools 
during  boyhood,  and  on  reaching  man's  estate  mar- 
ried Minnie  Sherry,  of  Verona,  X.  J.,  by  whom  he 
has  five  children.  He  lives  in  Verona,  and  is  em- 
ployed as  engineer  at  the  Newark  City  Home.  ( 2) 
Catherine,  born  in  1848,  married  John  Garretson, 
of  Long  Island.  X.  Y.,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren, and  all  died  in  Verona,  her  death  occurring  in 
1887.  (3)  John,  born  in  1851,  married  Martha 

Keifer,  of  Verona,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  until  his  death,  in  1894.  He  left  a 
widow  and  six  children  who  are  still  living  in  that 
city.  (3)  Louisa,  born  in  1856.  is  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Ilandville.  and  lives  on  her  father's  old  homestead. 
She  has  two  children,  Ruth  and  Russell.  (6)  Sarah, 
born  in  1858.  died  in  1878. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Harvey  A.  Will- 
iams attended  the  public  schools  of  Verona,  in 
which  village  he  was  reared,  and  there  learned  the 
tool-making  trade,  becoming  an  accomplished  work- 
man during  the  three  years  he  devoted  to  that  occu- 
pation. Subsequently  he  learned  wood-turning,  and 
was  employed  in  that  work  in  Parkersburg.  W.  Va., 
for  fifteen  months,  after  which  he  returned  to  New- 
ark. X.  T.  Coming  to  Lake  Como.  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  in  1S76,  he  accepted  a position  in  the  wood- 
turning establishment  of  Jacob  R.  Lawshe ; six 
months  later  was  appointed  foreman  of  the  works, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  purchased  the  plant, 
j which  he  has  since  successfully  operated.  Having 
put  in  new  machinery  and  otherwise  improved  his 
j manufactory,  he  is  now  enabled  to  do  first-class 
! work,  and  his  brush  handles  are  used  in  almost 
j every  Slate  in  the  Union,  his  trade  being  very  large 
j and  quite  profitable.  V hen  he  became  owner  of  the 
j plant  the  business  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  to-day, 

! through  his  energy  and  careful  management,  it 
has  assumed  extensive  proportions.  Besides  his 
business  property  lie  owns  a fine  home  in  Lake 
Como,  and  500  acres  of  valuable  timber  land  in 
j Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married,  in  1S77.  to  Miss 
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Ada  Alenhennett,  of  Lake  Como,  a daughter  of  ! 
James  C.  and  Julia  (Martin)  Menhennctt.  Her 
father  was  a native  of  England,  the  son  of  a Method-  j 
ist  minister,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  the  , 
United  States,  locating  in  Wayne  county,  where  he 
was  married.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
children:  Julia;  Ada  L. ; Lima,  now  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Bridges,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Etta,  now  Mrs. 
Miller,  of  Binghamton;  James,  deceased  in  infancy; 
William,  a railroad  man,  who  lived  at  Great  Bend,  | 
N.  Y.,  but  was-  killed  in  an  accident ; and  Olive,  now  ‘ 
the  wife  of  Fayette  Littelle.  Mr.  Menhennet,  w ho 
was  a mason  by  trade,  died  December  5,  1897.  Five 
children  were  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  name- 
ly : Leona  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; May,  who 
was  born  in  1S79,  is  a graduate  of  the  high  school 
at  Hancock,  N.  Y..  being  an  accomplished  young 
lady,  of  high  musical  and  literary  talent ; Grace 
died  in  infancy;  Willma  was  born  in  August,  1890; 
and  Harley  was  born  in  1892.  The  parents  are 
leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Lake  Como,  take  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  its  work,  and  do  all  within  their  power  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  welfare  of  the  community,  Mrs. 
Williams  obtained  her  literary  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  while  her  musical  training  was  secured 
under  private  instruction ; she  became  an  accom- 
plished musician,  and  taught  both  before  and  after 
her  marriage.  For  twenty  years  she  has  served  as 
organist  in  the  Como  Church,  where  her  father  for 
a like  period  was  chorister.  Mr.  Williams’  political 
views  coincide  with  the  principles  of  the  old  -Jack- 
sonian Democracy,  but  he  has  kept  out  of  politics. 
His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has  made  him  quite 
popular  in  both  business  and  social  circles,  and  as  a 
public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen  he  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  valuable  members  of  the  community. 

CHARLES  H.  SPENCER.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  owes  its  high  standing,  among  the 
sovereign  Commonwealths  that  make  up  the  United 
States,  to  the  high  character  and  dauntless  spirit 
of  the  settlers  who  made  their  home  within  her 
borders  during  the  early  days.  To  their  inspira- 
tion and  work  is  due  her  wonderful  progress  in 
agriculture,  manufacturing  and  the  arts.  They 
opened  the  mines  and  cleared  awav  the  forests, 
transforming  the  wilderness  into  fertile  farms ; 
they  established  Churches  and  schools  in  the  savage 
wilds,  laying  the  foundation  for  the  grand  institu- 
tions of  philanthropy  and  learning  which  are  the 
glory  of  the  State  at  the  present  day.  Connecticut 
has  furnished  to  Pennsylvania  many  of  its  worthv 
pioneers,  and  among  these  the  Spencer  family  of 
Wayne  county  are  deserving  of  honorable  men- 
tion. 

Charles  II.  Spencer  was  born  November  18. 
1847.  on  the  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where 
he  still  resides.  His  father,  Ezra  Spencer,  now  one 
of  the  oldest  men  living  in  Wayne  county,  being 
horn  November  17,  1806,  is  a son  of  Ezra  Spencer. 
Sr.,  a native  of  Saybrooke,  Conn.,  who,  with  his 


father,  Joseph  Spencer,  of  English  ancestry,  came 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  when  it  was  almost  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  and  after  cutting  the  logs 
erected  their  dwelling  in  the  midst  of  the  forest. 
Joseph  Spencer's  brother  Peter  had  located  here 
about  two  or  three  years  previous,  being  among  the 
very  first  settlers  of  this  region.  Ezra  Spencer, 
Sr.,  married  Miss  Mehiyable  Bushnell,  a native  of 
Connecticut,  who  died  when  quite  young,  leaving 
two  children,  Ezra,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
and  Hettie,  wife  of  John  Knight.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Miss  Ellett  Clark,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  sons,  all  now  (1898)  living:  Philo, 
George,  Orson  and  William.  The  father  of  these, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  hon- 
j ored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Ezra  Spencer,  Jr.,  was  a lad  of  ten  vears  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  surrounded  by  scenes  familiar  to 
frontier  life.  When  about  twenty-two  he  bought 
a farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township  for  Stoo,  and  upon  the  partially  im- 
proved tract  he  erected  a log  house.  Having- 
secured  a home  he  wished  some  one  to  preside  over 
it,  and  soon  afterward  wedded  Miss  Alary  B. 
Aloore,  a daughter  of  James  and  Alary  (Terrell) 
Aloore,  and  a native  of  New  Jersey.  The  eleven 
children  born  of  this  union  are  as  follows:  James 
AL.  a resident  of  Wayne  county;  Eliza,  deceased 
wife  of  James  Partridge;  Juliet,  who  married  Will- 
iam Kerr  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Norman,  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  died  at  Starrucca, 
Penn. ; Adaline,  deceased  wife  of  H.  L.  Butler,  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Clark,  who  lives  on 
his  grandfather’s  old  homestead;  Keziah,  wife  of 
Theodore  La  Barre,  of  Starrucca,  Penn. ; Charles 
H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Kate,  wife  of  Alat- 
thew  Clemo,  of  Bethany;  Olive  B.,  wife  of  James 
Watson,  of  Lake  Como,  Penn. ; and  Hettie  AL.  de- 
ceased wife  of  Frank  Clough,  of  Rushsylvania.Ohio. 
The  mother,  who  was  a good,  kind,  and  affectionate 
woman,  died  in  January,  1859 ; the  father  died  Oc- 
tober 23,  1899,  aged  ninety-two  years,  eleven  months, 
six  days.  Pie  was  one  of  the  most  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  community. 

Charles  11.  Spencer  of  this  review  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  near  the  home  farm, 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  began  to  as>ist  in  the 
labors  of  the  fields,  soon  becoming  a skillful  and 
painstaking  agriculturist.  Prosperity  has  crowned 
his  business  efforts,  and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  Alt.  Pleasant  township. 
On  February  21,  1882,  he  was  united  in  .marriage 
with  Aliss  Emily  Giles  Doyle,  a daughter  of  David 
Doyle,  of  Alt.  Pleasant  township,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  children : Ezra,  Clarence  D. 
and  Emory  G.  The  greatest  loss  that  has  come  to 
Air.  Spencer  was  in  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife, 
who  passed  to  the  world  beyond  in  November,  1894, 
leaving  many  friends  to  mourn  with  her  sorrowing 
husband.  As  an  ardent  Democrat  Air.  Spencer  has 
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ever  taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  and  has  ; 
been  honored  with  a number  of  positions  of  public 
trust,  including  those  of  township  supervisor  and 
assessor,  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

DAVID  T.  BRYANT.  Among  the  leading 
and  influential  agriculturists  of  Oregon  township, 
Wayne  county,  who  thoroughly  understand  their 
business,  and  pursue  their  chosen  calling  in  a 
methodical  and  workmanlike  manner,  is  the  subject* 
of  this  biography.  He  is  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  Bethany,  July  II,  1S30,  and  is  a son  of 
William  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  July,  1795,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  came  to  America.  Two  years  after  his  arri- 
val he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 
(Hodge)  Bidwell.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Ja- 
cob Bidwell,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America  when  a young  man  located  in  New 
York  State.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs. 
Bryant  were  Eliza,  wife  of  Gehnan  Page,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.;  Lucrctia,  widow  of  Francis  Stephens, 
of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county ; Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  Aaron  Pubs;  Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  T. 
Savage,  of  Boston,  Mass. ; Axie,  widow  of  Orin 
Parks,  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county;  Olive, 
widow  of  William  Stephens,  of  Boston,  and  An- 
drew Jackson,  who  died  in  New  York  State. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  William  Bryant  locat- 
ed in  Bethany,  and  assisted  in  clearing  the  first 
land  in  the  present  borough  limits.  His  father  had 
an  opportunity  to  purchase  the  land  on  which 
Honesdale  is  now  located  for  six  cents  per  acre. 
On  selling  his  property  in  Dyberry  township,  Will- 
iam Bryant  purchased  land  in  Oregon  township, 

’ where  he  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  in  the  fall  of  1856.  His  children  were  as  fol- 
lows; Ann,  who  married  Nathan  S.  Young  and 
died  in  Concordia,  Kans. ; James  PI.,  who  was  a sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  during  the 
siege  of  Petersburg;  Amanda,  widow  of  John  S. 
Pubs,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ; David 
T.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliza,  who  married 
Martin  Reed,  and  died  in  California ; Henry  G., 
a Methodist  minister,  who  married  Mattie  Avery, 
and  died  in  California:  Lucrctia,  widow  of  Frank- 
lin Dunchee,  and  a resident  of  Sidney  Centre,  Del- 
aware Co.,  N.  Y. ; Joseph,  who  is  now  living  in 
Kansas;  and  Elwyn  O.,  who  died  in  California. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  David  '1.  Bry- 
ant had  little  opportunitv  to  attend  school.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ore- 
gon township  when  it  was  all  a vast  wilderness,  and 
in  the  work  of  transforming  the  wild  land  into 
highly  cultivated  fields  he  bore  an  important  part. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the 
lumbering  and  farming  interests  of  the  family,  and 
still  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

At  Barnet,  Vt.,  October  23,  1853,  Mr.  Bryant  ( 
was  married  to  Miss  Lois  Ann  Stevens,  by  Rev.  ' 


Thomas  Goodwillie.  Pier  parents  were  John  and 
Jennett  (Miller)  Stevens,  the  former  born  in  Bar- 
net,  Vt.,  December  25,  1788,  the  latter  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  in  1797,  emigrating  with  her  parents 
to  Vermont  when  twelve  years  old.  Their  children 
were:  Rhoda,  deceased  wife  of  James  Gibson,  of 

Barnet ; Janette,  deceased  wife  of  Horace  Brown, 
of  Barnet;  John  C.,  a resident  of  Granville,  Iowa; 
and  Lois  Ann,  who  was  born  February  28,  1826, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryant  have  three  children:  (1)  Warren  S.,born 

August  24,  1854,  married  Gertrude  Ames,  and  re- 
sides in  Mayfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  (2)  Dar- 
win M.,  born  February  6,  1859,  is  now  at  home 
assisting  in  the  farm  work.  During  one  winter 
he  was  employed  in  the  orange  groves  of  Florida, 
the  winter  of  1879-80  he  passed  in  Georgia,  and 
for  one  summer  lie  was  superintendent  of  Rev.  F. 
B.  Savage’s  farm  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y.  (3) 
Meroe,  born  October  25,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Dwight 
M.  Cavin,  of  Delaware  county,  New'  York. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Bryant  has  voted  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  the 
serve  as  school  director,  auditor,  and  on  the  elec- 
tion board.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  Bethany,  he  holds  membership,  and  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  all  measures  which  he  believes  will  in  any 
way  advance  the  moral,  educational  or  material  wel- 
fare of  his  township  and  county. 

DAVID  FREMONT  HOPKINS,  a well 
known  agriculturist  of  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  a man  whose  sound  common  sense  and 
vigorous  able  management  of  his  affairs  have  been 
important  factors  in  his  business  success,  and  with 
his  undoubted  integrity  of  character  have  given 
him  an  honorable  position  among  his  fellowmen. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
born  in  Dyberry  township,  December  29,  1855,  but 
was  very  young  when  his  parents  removed  to  Clin- 
ton township,  where  he  attended  school,  while  later 
lie  was  a student  in  the  Wayne  County  Institute, 
then  located  at  Prompton.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  went  to  Bergen  county,  X.  J.,  where  he  found 
; employment  and  remained  two  years,  returning 
home  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  take  charge  of  the 
farm.  To  his  portion  of  the  old  homestead  he  has 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  has  300  acres  of 
fine  land  one-half  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
and  the  farm  is  so  well  arranged  that  every  branch 
! of  the  work  is  profitable.  Special  attention  is 
given  to  dairying,  Mr.  Hopkins  finding  a ready 
market  at  Carbondale  for  his  products,  which  re- 
ceive the  highest  market  price.  For  dairy  purposes 
lie  keeps  twenty  milch  cows  of  the  best  breeds,  and 
in  his  dairy  has  the  latest  mechanical  appliances  such 
as  cream  separators,  etc.  Besides  his  cattle  he  has 
a flock  of  twenty-five  sheep,  several  horses,  hogs, 
and  poultry.  Pork  raising  has  proved  a paying 
venture  in  connection  with  the  dairy,  Honesdale 
being  a good  pork  market. 

Politically  Mr.  Hopkins  is  somewhat  liberal 
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in  his  views,  and  at  local  elections  votes  for  the  • 
man  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  office,  but  , 
on  National  issues  he  stands  with  the  Republicans.  I 
He  has  most  efficientlv  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  five  years,  assessor  two  years,  and  as  president 
of  the  school  board.  He  and  his  family  are  all 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  while  ; 
he  is  deacon  and  trustee  of  the  Church  and  assist-  | 
ant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Over 
his  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of.  wrong.  J 
His  public  service  has  been  most  exemplary,  and 
his  private  life  has  been  marked  by  the  utmost 
fidelity  to  duty. 

Mr  Hopkins  was  married,  November  27,  1879, 
to  Miss  Selina  A.  Moore,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1864.  Her  parents,  George  and  Mary 
(Mills)  Moore,  were  both  natives  of  England,  but 
were  married  after  coming  to  the  United  States. 
In  their  family  were  five  children,  namely:  James, 
a blacksmith  of  Aldenville,  Wayne  county : Selina  : 
A.;  Ida,  wife  of  Ernest  Oliver,  of  Carbondale;  Kate, 
wife  of  Francis  Oliver,  of  Dyberry,  Wayne  county; 
and  Mamie,  wife  of  Francis  Faatz,  of  Carbondale. 

Five  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hopkins,  namely:  Harry  M.,  born  November 
14,  1881;  Ada  Violet.  August  20,  18S6;  Arthur 
A.,  May  14,  1889;  Mark  Raymond,  June  6,  1S93  ; 
and  Marion  Letta,  August  6,  1899.  The  home  has 
been  darkened  by  the  sudden  death  of.  the  eldest 
son,  Harry  M.,  who  departed  this  life  August  20,  | 
1897.  He  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  of  which 
he  had  been  president,  and  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Sunday-school,  serving  as  its  treasurer  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Being  a very  industrious  boy, 
he  was  liis  father’s  right-hand  man,  his  mother’s 
comfort,  and  everybody’s  friend,  always  ready  to 
help  at  home,  at  school,  or  in  Church  work.  His 
life,  though  short,  contained  more  good  works  and 
was  a better  example  than  many  who  have  reached 
their  three-score  years  and  ten.  He  united  with 
the  Church  by  baptism  in  1S92,  but  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say  when  he  was  converted,  as  he  had 
always  been  so  good.  As  was  said  of  President 
Madison,  “If  his  soul  was  turned  inside  out  we 
doubt  if  there  would  be  a spot  found  upon  it ; and 
then  he  was  ready  to  die  if  God  called  him.” 

CHARLES  H.  HOWELL,  a prosperous 
farmer  and  popular  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, is  one  of  Wayne  county’s  native  sons,  born 
April  2,  1842. 

Elisha  K.  Howell,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
also  a native  of  Wayne,  and  was  a son  of  John  W. 
Howell,  who  was  born  in  New  lyngland,  and 
whose  father  was  Job  Howell.  Here  Elisha  K. 
Howell  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  on 
reaching  man’s  estate  wedded  Miss  Rosetta  Keen, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Mathias  Keen.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows : Charles 

H.,  our  subject;  Helen,  now  the  wife  of  Isaac 


Johnson,  of  Starrucca,  Penn. ; Thomas  N.,  a resi- 
dent of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county;  Mary, 
wife  of  George  Kent,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Rosa,  wife  of  Augustus  Jennings,  of  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  The  mother  is  now  living  at  Melrose, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; the  father  departed  this 
life  August  21,  1888.  He  was  one  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty's highly  respected  citizens,  and  was  an  honored 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  hav- 
ing served  for  nine  months  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  Company  D, 
179th  P.  V.  I.  When  his  term  of  enlistment  had 
expired  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

The  Keen  family  of  Wayne  county,  of  which 
our  subject's  mother  is  a member,  is  supposed  to 
be  of  Swedish  origin.  Jacob  Keen,  Mr.  Howell's 
great-grandfather,  was  a resident  of  Virginia,  and 
Capt.  Mathias  Keen,  it  is  believed,  was  born  there. 
The  latter  first  married  Miss  Muzzy,  who  bore  him 
two  children.  In  February,  1815,  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
and  purchased  200  acres  of  wild  land,  including 
Canoe  pond,  which  he  afterward  turned  into  a mill 
site.  To  get  to  his  new  home  he  had  to  drive  over 
lumber  roads  and  part  of  the  way  through  an  un- 
broken wilderness.  Their  new  home  was  a rude 
log  cabin,  but  he  at  once  commenced  to  improve 
the  desolate  surroundings.  The  accidental  dis- 
charge of  his  gun,  while  hunting,  gave  him  a pain- 
ful wound  which  he  carried  through  life.  But 
nothing  daunted,  this  brave  man  with  true  courage 
erected  a carding  machine  and  gristmill,  thereby 
benefiting  the  country  roundabout  for  many  miles. 
In  1830  the  gristmill  was  torn  down  and  a sawmill 
erected  in  its  place.  He  was  very  active  and  did 
much  for  the  good  of  the  country.  While  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  he  raised  a company  of  mili- 
tia, called  the  “Republican  Blues,”  of  which  he 
was  made  captain.  Fie  was  proficient  in  military 
drill,  and  on  reaching  Wayne  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  military  affairs  and  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Snyder  captain  in  the  103rd  Regiment  of  Pennsyl- 
vania militia.  He  was  a strong  Jacksonian  Dem- 
ocrat, and  held  many  township  offices,  an  ardent 
Freemason  and  a prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  Capt.  Keen’s  second  wife  was 
Anna  Reeves,  and  their  children  were:  Julia, 

James,  Mathias,  Elvira,  Mary,  Jacob  L.  (who  lives 
on  the  old  homestead),  Ann,  Catherine,  Rosetta 
(who  married  Elisha  Howell),  Louisa  and  Eliza- 
beth. The  Captain  died  in  1835. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  comprising  142  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  since  starting  out 
in  life  for  himself  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits  with  marked  suc- 
cess. His  farm  is  under  excellent  cultivation,  is 
very  productive,  and  is  improved  with  a model  res- 
idence and  good  barn  and  other  outbuildngs.  Upon 
the  place  there  is  a fine  orchard  of  good  bearing 
trees,  and  in  fact  everything  about  the  premises  is 


97t3 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


kept  in  first-class  order,  so  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  in  the  locality.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  .Mr.  Howell  is  also  interested 
in  dairying,  and  this  branch  of  his  business  has 
also  proved  quite  profitable. 

In  1865  Mr.  Howell  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Southwick,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Southwick,  from  Xew  Hampshire,  who  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends ; he  was  a poet  of  no 
small  ability.  Joshua  Southwick  was  married 
three  times,  and  Sarah  is  the  youngest  of  six  chil- 
dren by  the  third  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Weaver.  Airs.  Howell  was  born  in  Astoria,  was 
but  an  infant  when  her  mother  died,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Xew  York  City.  Of  the  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Howell,  Bertha  is  now  the 
wife  of  Fred  Walker,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Evelyn 
graduated  from  Pleasant  Alount  Academy,  was  an 
honored  student  of  the  Stroudsburg  State  Normal, 
and  is  now  a successful  and  popular  teacher,  en- 
gaged in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  in  the  high 
school  at  South  Abington,  Lackawanna  county. 
Maud,  the  youngest  daughter,  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents.  Harry  is  in  Xew  York  City. 

Mr.  Flowed  is  independent  in  politics,  always 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  lines,  and  he 
himself  has  acceptably  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  three  years.  Fie  is  broad  and 
progressive  in  his  views,  is  intelligent  and  well  in- 
formed on  topics  of  general  interest  as  well  as  the 
leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  and  these 
qualifications  make  him  one  of  the  most  influen- 
tial citizens  of  his  community. 

ROBERT  F.  SPAXGEXBERG,  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  and  enterprising  business  men 
of  Hamlinton,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wayne 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Lake  township,  Au- 
gust 1,  1863.  His  parents,  Clayton  R.  and  Esther 
(Foote)  Spangenberg,  are  now  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Salem  township,  their 
sketch  appearing  elSfcwhere. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys.  Fie  remained 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  at  Flamlinton, 
June  19,  1889,  to  Aliss  Carrie  L.  Haag,  who  was 
born  at  that  place  December  21,  1866,  daughter  of 
Alatthias  and  Alice  A.  (Morgan)  Haag.  Air.  Haag 
was  a native  of  Weidersheim,  Germany,  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  accompanied  his  father,  broth- 
ers and  sister  on  the  emigration  to  America,  the 
mother  having  died  in  Germany'.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the  black- 
smith's trade  in  Flonesdale,  continuing  to  follow 
same  the  greater  part  of  his  days,  running  a black- 
smith and  wheelwright  shop  of  his  own  in  Hamlin- 
ton for  several  years,  though  the  last  sixteen  years 
of  his  life  were  principally  devoted  to  the  under- 
taking business.  He  prospered  financially,  and  left 
bis  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  had 
only  two  children,  and  the  elder,  Clarence  AF,  died 


I in  infancy.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
| manifested  his  love  for  his  adopted  country  by  en- 
i listing,  February  27,  1864,  in  Company  B,  2nd  P. 
j Y.  FI.  A.,  under  Capt.  R.  C.  Horner,  and  remained 
I in  the  service  until  honorably  discharged,  January 
29,  1866;  although  he  was  in  several  hard-fought 
battles,  he  was  fortunately  never  wounded.  Fie 
I was  a sincere  and  earnest  Christian,  a faithful  mem- 
! ber  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  the  lead- 
\ er  of  the  Church  choir  for  many'  years,  superintend- 
I ent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing several  Sunday-schools  in  Wayne  county.  Fie 
was  a very'  kind-hearted,  charitable  gentleman, 

I always  ready  to  grant  a favor,  and  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  no  man  in  his  community  was  more  highly  re- 
| spected  or  honored  than  Air.  Haag.  He  died  July 
j 6.  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  widely  and 
j deeply  mourned.  His  wife,  who  was  a native  of 
| Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  passed  away  Alarch 
14,  1893.  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  was  laid  by  his 
j side  in  the  Salem  Corners  cemetery. 

Airs.  Spangenberg’s  maternal  great-grandpar- 
! ents,  Samuel  and  Alary  (Alason)  Alorgan,  spent 
i their  entire  lives  in  Xew  London,  Conn.  Fler 
j grandparents,  Aaron  and  Ruby  W.  (Rathbone) 
Alorgan,  removed  from  Xew  London  county,  Conn., 
i to  Wayne  county',  Penn.,  at  an  early'  day.  and  the 
former  became  a prominent  and  extensive  farmer 
and  landowner  in  Salem  township.  He  died  Oc- 
tober 8,  1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and 
his  wife  October  3,  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  namely: 
Rubv  J.,  a resident  of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county; 
Sarah  A.,  who  married  Henry  Abbey',  but  both  are 
now  deceased;  Lucia  AL,  who  lives  with  her  sister 
in  Hamlinton ; Augustus,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years : and  Alice  A.,  the  mother  of  Airs. 
Spangenberg. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Air.  Spang- 
enberg operated  his  present  farm,  and  then  went  to 
} Long  Island,  where  he  followed  carpentering  with 
! Flenry  Purdav  for  the  same  length  of  time,  his 
1 wife  meanwhile  keeping  a milliner  shop.  Return- 
ing to  his  farm  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
[ to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  place. 
I which  consists  of  seventy  acres  of  'rich  and  arable 
land,  supplied  with  a good  set  of  farm  buildings. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Air.  Spangenberg  is  in- 
dependent, preferring  not  to  be  bound  by  party 
ties.  Fie  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the  social  cir- 
j cies  of  the  community  occupy  an  enviable  position. 

AIERCER  B.  ATcCARTY  owns  and  conducts 
I one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Delaware  township,  Pike 
| countv,  where  he  is  regarded  as  011c  of  the  represen- 
tative thrifty  agriculturists  of  his  section,  and  he 
I comes  of  a familv  which  has  for  several  generations 
I past  borne  an  honorable  and  useful  part  in  the  ad- 
I vancemcnt  of  I ’ike  county.  Fie  is  a son  of  Cornelius 
AlcCarty,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
1 nent  men  in  and  around  Dingman’s  Ferry,  and  a 
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.■randson  of  Philip  McCarty,  whose  father,  also  | 
named  Philip,  was  the  original  owner  of  the  old  I 
McCartv  homestead  in  Dingman  township,  where 
lie  died".  The  place  is  now  occupied  hy  another 
great-grandson. 

Philip  McCarty,  grandfather  of  Mercer  B.  Mc- 
Cartv, was  a native  of  Pike  county,  and  passed  his 
entire  life  here,  dying  March  22.  1885,  at  the  ad- 
\anced  age  of  eighty  years  and  three  months.  He 
was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  married  Rachel  Van- 
htten,  who  was  also  a native  of  Pike  county,  born  j 
August  4,  1S03,  died  January  7,  1880,  and  six  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  as  follows:  Cornelius,  born 
Inly  12,  1825;  Margaret,  born  May  17,  1828,  de- 
ceased January  1,  1898:  Jacob,  born  April  1,  1831, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  nine  years:  Amanda,  born 
December  19,  1833,  deceased  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  unmarried  ; Martha  A.,  born  March  6,  1837,  who 
died  young;  and  Ralph  13.,  born  October  2,  1841. 

Cornelius  McCarty  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  county,  and  his  name  became  a well- 
known  and  respected  one  in  this  vicinity.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  successfully  conducted  an  ex- 
tensive mercantile  business  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  and 
he  also  engaged  in  lumbering  on  a large  scale,  ac- 
quiring a very  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods  dur- 
ing his  long  commercial  career.  Fie  was  as  active 
ir,  public  life  as  in  business  circles,  held  many  local 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  filling  the  of- 
fice of  school  director  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease, 
and  was  looked  up  to  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a man 
of  keen  judgment,  a good  manager,  and  one.  per- 
fectly honorable  and  trustworthy  in  all  his  trans- 
actions. 

Cornelius  McCarty  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Stoll,  a native  of  Sussex  county.  X.  J.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Stoll,  who  passed  his  entire  life 
in  New  Jersey.  She  died  March  31,  1862,  the  moth- 
er of  three  children  : Savilla,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years  : lleraldi. who  carries  on  the  old  McCartv 
homestead  in  Dingman  township;  and  Mercer  B., 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  McCarty  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Daniels) 
Stoll;  no  children  were  born  to  this  union.  Mrs. 
McCarty  had  one  child  bv  her  first  husband,  George 
Stoll.  Mr.  McCarty  passed  away  January  9,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  deeply  mourned  bv  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  neighbors  throughout  this 
region,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Milford  cemetery. 

Mercer  B.  McCartv  was  born  October  25,  1859, 
at  Dingman's  Ferry,  I ’ike  Co.,  Penn.,  grew  to  man- 
hood here,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  has  engaged  in  farming  since  commenc- 
ing life  on  his  own  account.  His  mother  dving 
when  he  was  scarcely  three  years  old,  his  great- 
aunt,  Miss  Catherine  Van  Fttcn,  assumed  the  care 
of  him.  and  they  still  reside  together;  she  is  now 
eighty-four  years  of  age.  Mr.  McCarty  has  never 
enlisted  in  the  army  of  Benedicts.  He  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  care  of 
his  farm  and  the  management  of  his  business  in- 
terests, and  he  has  a reputation  among  all  who  have 
62 


had  dealings  with  him  as  a man'  of  unusually  good 
judgment,  upright  and  honest  in  all  his  methods. 
His  farm  work  is  done  in  a systematic,  modern 
way.  everything  about  the  property  indicating  the 
personal  pride  which  the  owner  takes  in  its  appear- 
ance. and  the  fertility  of  the  land  speaks  volumes  for 
the  thorough  knowledge  he  has  on  all  matters  per- 
taining to  farming.  Mr.  McCarty  takes  the  interest 
which  every  public-spirited  citizen  should  feel  in  the 
affairs  of  his  town  and  county,  and  he  has  held  the 
office  of  supervisor  in  Delaware  township.  His  po- 
litical sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  partv. 

LEWIS  ROBERTS,  a well  known  and  suc- 
cessful dairyman  and  farmer  of  Manchester  town- 
ship. Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Ulster  countv, 
X Y.,  in  February,  1837.  His  father,  Richard 
Roberts,  was  a native  of  Dutchess  countv,  that 
State,  and  a son  of  John  and  Catharine  Roberts, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in.  Wales,'  and 
i after  living  in  Delaware  county,  XL  Y.,  for  some 
years,  removed  to  Michigan,  where  their  last  days 
were  passed.  They  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
i dren : Shadrack,  Robert,  John.  Margaret.  Annie, 

i Eva,  David,  Catharine  and  Richard.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  eldest,  who  remained  in  Wales,  all 
died  in  this  country. 

In  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.,  Richard  Roberts 
married  Annie  Woolheater,  a native  of  that  coun- 
ty, and  they  made  their  home  in  Ulster  countv,  XL 
Y..  where  he  followed  farming  until  1851.  He  then 
purchased  a farm  in  Sullivan  county,  that  State, 
j and  on  selling  that  place,  in  1880.  came  to  Man- 
| Chester  township.  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1892.  His  wife  passed  awav 
j in  1885.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  all 
born  in  Ulster  county,  X.  Y. : (1)  Dinghee  A., 

j born  in  1835,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
j Ulster  and  Sullivan  counties,  and  now  owns  and 
1 operates  a farm  in  Manchester  township.  Wavne 
! Co.,  Penn.  He  is  unmarried.  (2  ) Lewis  is  second 
j in  the  family.  (3)  Phoebe,  born  in  1840,  married 
i John  Wood,  of  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.,  who  died 
i during  his  service  in  the  Union  armv  in  the  Civil 
war,  leaving  a wife  and  two  sons.  Richard  B.  and 
; David  FL,  both  residents  of  Xew  York  State.  14) 
Catharine,  born  in  1843,  was  educated  in  Sullivan 
county,  and  now  keeps  house  for  her  brother 
Dinghee  A.  (5)  John  W.  died  at  the  age  of 

seventeen  vears. 

Lewis  Roberts  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools 
of  Ulster  and  Sullivan  counties.  XL  Y.,  for  his  edu- 
cational privileges.  Always  a patriotic  and  loval 
citizen,  having  the  interests  of  his  country  at  heart, 
he  enlisted,  in  the  fall  of  i86r,  in  Company  II.  3 (7th 
; X.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Xewbnrg,  X.  Y..  where  the  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  McClellan.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks  and  the  seven-davs' 
j fight,  after  which  the  regiment  returned  to  York- 
1 town,  and  remained  there  until  December,  iSBg. 
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when  it  was  sent  to  Xewbern,  N.  C.  It  was  next 
at  Hilton  Head,  under  Gen.  Gilmore,  and  after  tak- 
ing part  in  the  engagements  at  John's  Island  went 
to  Folly  Island,  where  they  were  on  picket  duty  un- 
til the  spring  of  1863.  They  were  next  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Honey  Hill  and  the  engagement  on  the 
Charleston  railroad,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Lee 
remained  in  Charleston  for  a time,  thence  proceed- 
ing to  Summerville,  and  later  to  Columbia  and 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.  They  were  next  at  Windsboro, 
remaining  there  until  the  fall  of  1865,  when  they 
returned  to  New  York  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. Our  subject  became  corporal  and  later 
second  sergeant. 

Mr.  Roberts  returned  to  Sullivan  county,  where 
he  was  married,  in  June,  1870,  to  Miss  Olive  Smith, 
of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  Harry  and  Lou- 
isa Smith,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Her  father  has 
been  dead  some  years,  but  her  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject. 
Having  nc  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  have  given  homes  to  three  of  her  sister’s 
children  who  were  left  motherless,  and  are  now  ten- 
derly cared  for  by  them. 

In  1870  Mr.  Roberts  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  purchased  the  George  Price  farm  of 
150  acres  in  Manchester  township,  on  which  he  has 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  and  made 
many  other  excellent  improvements,  so  that  it  is 
now  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  in  the  locality. 
Here  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  dairy  business, 
keeping  on  hand  for  this  ourpose  twenty-five  cows 
at  the  present  time.  He  is  a prominent  member  of 
Scudder  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  is  an 
ardent  Republican.  He  is  now  filling  the  office  of 
overseer  of  the  poor  in  a most  creditable  manner. 
He  and  his  wife  are  sincere  and  earnest  Christian 
people,  and  are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Braman,  taking  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  its  work,  while  their  lives  have 
ever  been  in  harmony  with  its  teachings. 

LANCELOT  W.  ARMSTRONG.  The 
charming  little  city  of  Milford  contains  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  homes  in  Pike  county,  and  that  of 
our  subject,  a prominent  business  man  of  New 
York  City,  is  a model  of  elegance  and  comfort. 
One  could  scarcely  imagine  a more  pleasant  spot 
in  which  to  recuperate  from  the  strain  of  business 
life,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  makes  it  a rule  to  spend 
there  the  interval  from  Friday  night  to  Mondav 
morning.  As  a native  of  Milford  and  a member 
of  one  of  its  oldest  families  he  holds  a high  p’ace 
as  a citizen,  and  his  fine  abilities  and  unassuming 
yet  genial  manners  have  won  for  him  a host  of 
friends. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a descendant  of  the  Arm- 
strong clan  of  Scotland  which  furnished  many 
noted  warriors  in  the  struggles  between  that  conn-  j 
try  ami  England,  and  according  to  good  authority 
he  is  of  the  same  stock  as  the  Armstrongs  who  were  ; 
established  at  Liddesdale,  in  the  "Debatable  conn-  ‘ 


try,”  as  early  as  137b.  In  1377  Robert  Arm- 
strong and  his  wife,  Margaret  Temple,  were  t!ie 
owners  of  the  town  of  Whithaugh.  in  Thorpe,  Eng- 
land, and  lands  adjoining,  and  this  estate  remained 
in  the  possession  of  the  family  until  1730.  A 
branch  of  the  Clan  Armstrong  settled  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  at  an  early  day,  and  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, Lancelot  Armstrong,  was  born  in  Gortin, 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  But  little  is  known  of  him 
beyond  the  fact  that  he  left  seven  children : John, 
Andrew,  James,  Thomas,  William,  Mary  (who 
married  Edward  Warwick),  and  Sarah.  Andrew 
came  to  America  about  1825  and  settled  at  Milford, 
where  he  constructed  some  of  the  first  buildings. 
William  Armstrong,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  at  Gortin,  Ireland,  in  1833,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Graham,  and  they  started  on  the  same  day  for 
America.  For  manv  years  he  was  engaged  in  con- 
tracting in  masonry  at  Milford,  retiring  in  1876, 
and  he  died  there  May  21,  1886.  He  had  the  repu- 
tation of  being  one  of  the  most  skillful  workmen,  in 
his  line,  to  be  found  in  this  section,  while  as  a cit- 
izen he  was  much  esteemed  for  his  excellent  qual- 
ities of  character.  His  widow  passed  from  earth 
April  30,  18S8.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Catherine  (who  died  in  infancy),  Lancelot  W., 
Eliza,  Catherine,  Thomas,  Sarah,  \\  illiam,  Mary, 
Wilhelmina,  and  Annie. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  24,  1835,  at  Mil- 
ford, and  when  eighteen  months  old  he  was  adopt- 
ed by  an  uncle,  Edward  Warwick,  of  whom  furdier 
mention  is  made  below.  His  education  was  begun 
in  the  schools  of  Milford,  but  in  1S47  he  accom- 
panied his  uncle  to  New  York  City,  where  he  at- 
tended school  for  about  three  years.  In  1850  he 
found  employment  in  a straw-hat  factory,  but  he 
only  remained  a few  months,  as  the  work  was  not 
congenial.  For  six  months  he  was  in  the  office  of 
Austin  & Bradford,  attorneys  in  New  \ork,  where 
he  made  himself  useful  at  copying  and  other  work, 
and  on  September  11,  1851,  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  mason's  trade  with  1 heodore  Hunt, 
a prominent  contractor  of,  the  same  city.  He  soon 
showed  marked  aptitude  for  his  chosen  line  of 
work,  and  his  executive  ability  brought  him  pro- 
motion to  the  position  of  foreman.  In  1858  he  was 
taken  into  partership  with  Mr.  Hunt,  the  arrange- 
ment continuing  until  i860,  after  which  for  five 
vears  he  was  in  business  alone.  In  1865  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Owen  Moran,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Moran  & Armstrong,  and  since 
Mr.  Moran's  death,  in  1891,  he  has  conducted  the 
business  alone.  He  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
trade  among  the  best  people  of  the  metropolis,  and 
has  erected  many  of  the  costliest  buildings  in  the 
citv,  prominent  among  which  we  may  mention  the 
New  York  Produce  Exchange,  built  in  1882-83; 
the  Insane  Asylum  buildings  on  \\  ards  Island, 
1869-1873;  St. 'Bartholomew’s  church  and  rectory; 
the  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum;  New  York 
Life  Insurance  building:  the  Art  Museum  at  Central 
Park ; St.  Agues  Catholic  church,  and  West  \\  ash- 
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ington  Market.  Politically  Mr.  Armstrong  is  a 
Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  identified  with  Archi- 
tect Blue  Lodge  Xo.  519,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  New  York 
City. 

On  September  17,  1863,  Air.  Armstrong  was 
married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Souza, 
and  the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
Sarah  :E.,  who  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  in 
Greenwood  cemetery,  New  York  City:  Mary  E., 

wife  of  Frederick  B.  Wilson,  of  New  York,  who 
is  in  the  employ  of  our  subject;  Edward  L.,  a ma- 
son in  New  York,  who  is  unmarried;  Joseph  T., 
who  married  Ellen  A.  Mahonv,  and  settled  in  New 
York,  where  he  was  accidentally  killed  August  26, 
1895,  by  falling  from  a window;  Carrie  (1),  de-  j 
ceased;  Miss  Carrie  (2),  who  resides  with  her  par-  1 
ents ; William,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Con-  | 
solidated  Gas  Co.  at  New  York,  but  is  now  a sol-  j 
dier  in  Grimes  Battery,  stationed  at  Huntsville,  j 
Ala.;  Lancelot  W.,  a clerk  in  New  York;  Miss  j 
Mabel,  who  resides  in  New  York;  George  W.,  a 
resident  of  New  York,  who  is  employed  in  the 
Naval  office;  Frank,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
Mattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months.  Mrs. 
Armstrong  is  a native  of  New  York  City,  and  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Souza,  who  was  horn  in  Por- 
tugal and  came  to  New  York  in  early  manhood. 
There  he  met  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Armstrong, 
a native  of  Ireland,  who  died  in  1S55,  aged  forty- 
five  years;  his  death  occurred  in  1S70,  when  he  was 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  a cemetery  at  New  York.  They 
had  four  children:  John  (deceased),  who  married 

Ellen  Crittengton;  Joseph,  a government  appraiser 
at  New  York,  who  married  Martha  Hamilton; 
Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Armstrong)  ; and  Nicholas,  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Asbury  Park  Co.,  New  Jersey. 

Edward  Warwick,  our  subjects  uncle,  was 
born  August  15,  1803,  at  Gortin,  Ireland,  and  died 
in  April,  1891  (in  New  York  City),  at  the  home  • 
of  our  subject.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer, 
but  for  some  years  previous  to  his  death  he  lived 
in  retirement.  He  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss 
Mary  Armstrong,  who  died  at  Milford  in  1885,  aged 
eighty  years,  and  their  remains  now  repose  in  the 
cemetery  at  Milford.  They  came  to  Pike  county  in 
1832,  and  resided  at  Milford  until  1847,  when  they 
removed  to  New  York.  As  they  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  they  centered  their  affection  upon  our 
subject,  who  in  his  turn  watched  over  them  in  their 
declining  years  with  true  filial  devotion. 

THOMAS  VALENTINE  TAFT,  of  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  is  the  possessor  of  a handsome  prop- 
erty which  now  enables  him  to  spend  his  years  in 
the  pleasurable  enjoyment  of  his  accumulations. 
The  record  of  his  life  previous  to  1SS9  is  that  of  an 
active,  enterprising,  methodical  and  sagacious  busi- 
ness man,  who  bent  his  energies  to  the  honorable 
acquirement  of  a comfortable  competence  for  him- 
self and  family. 

Mr.  Taft  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Febru- 


ary 2,  1819,  a son  of  Royal  and  Sarah  (Valentine) 
Taft.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Daniel  and  Rhoda 
(Ellis)  Taft,  were  residents  of  Woodstock,  Mass., 
while  the  maternal  grandparents,  James  and  Sarah 
(Werner)  Valentine,  who  were  of  Holland  origin, 
made  their  home  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  when  a young  man  went  to  Westchester  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  was  married.  In  1812  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  City,  making  his  home  there 
for  seven  years,  and  then  started  for  the  lake  re- 
gions, but  for  some  reason  finally  located  at  Wil- 
sonville.  Pike  Co..  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising,  hauling  his  goods  from  Xewburg, 
N.  Y.  Later  he  located  on  a farm  one  mile  from 
that  village,  and  there  conducted  a store  and  also 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  W hen  the  mail 
route  was  established  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  continued  to  serve  as  such  until  his  death, 
when  our  subject  was  appointed,  serving  from  1841 
to  1867.  In  his  honor  the  village  of  Tafton  was 
named.  He  died  in  1841,  aged  fifty-one  years,  his 
wife  in  1853,  aged  fifty-six,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Tafton.  She  was  first  an 
Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  but  later  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politically  the 
father  was  an  ardent  Whig.  In  their  family  were 
eight  children,  namely:  (1)  James  died  in  in- 
fancy. (2)  Thomas  V.  is  our  subject.  (3) 
Adeline,  who  was  born  November  19,  1820,  (4) 
Amanda,  who  was  born  January  6.  1822,  and  (5) 
Elizabeth  A.,  who  was  born  October  18.  1823,  all 
died  unmarried.  (6)  Charles  \ .,  born  June  6, 
1825,  died  in  Hawley,  Penn.,  in  March,  1874,  leav- 
ing a widow,  one  son  and  three  daughters.  Fie 
married  Eunice  K.  Atkinson,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Atkinson,  an  early  settler  and  lumberman  of  W'avne 
county,  who  was  connected  until  his  death  with 
mercantile  business  in  Hawley.  (7)  Theodore 
\V.,  born  March  6,  1828,  is  now  living  retired  in 
Tersev  City.  Fie  married  Miss  Sarah  Shouse,  and 
after  her  decease  Miss  Emma  Spry,  and  is  the 
father  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters now  living.  (8)  Eliza  A.,  born  May  4,  1833, 
died  unmarried. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  nine  months 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm,  aid- 
ing his  father  in  the  store  and  hotel  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  was  admitted  to  a part- 
nership in  the  business.  Several  months  later  the 
father  died,  and  as  administrator  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  conduct  the  store  and  other  branches  of 
his  father's  late  business,  the  younger  brothers  be- 
ing sent  to  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Kingston, 
Penn.,  where  better  educational  opportunities  were 
afforded.  In  1866  Thomas  V.  Taft  removed  his 
family  to  the  then  new  village  of  Hawley,  m order 
to  secure  better  educational  facilities  for  his  chil- 
dren, leaving  the  store  in  charge  of  his  brother,  and 
his  farm  and  stock  in  charge  of  a farmer  who 
shared  in  the  increased  avails.  In  1867,  with 
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Abram  Shinier  as  partner,  Air.  Taft  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  handling  grain,  flour  and  feed, 
Mr.  Shinier  subsequently  selling  his  interest  in  the 
mill  and  business  to  Wesley  X.  Pierson,  our  sub- 
ject's son-in-law.  The  firm  of  Taft  & Pierson  dis- 
solved July  I,  1879,  -^r-  Taft  withdrawing  and  sell- 
ing his  interest  to  Air.  Pierson.  Some  years  after 
the  death  of  their  mother  the  Taft  brothers  aban- 
doned business  at  Tafton  and  sold  the  Tafton 
homestead — originally  comprising  444  acres — in 
parcels,  reserving  the  burial  plat. 

In  Tafton,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  Air.  Taft  was  mar- 
ried, April  20,  1845,  to  Miss  Dian  Labar,  who  was 
born  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1823,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Rev.  Elbert  Young,  a Alethodist  Episcopal  minis- 
ter. Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  (1) 

Alarv  Adelaide  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  N.  Pierson, 
a miller  of  Hawley.  (2)  Pernina  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Friend  Tuttle,  a merchant  and  farmer  of  Hawley, 
by  whom  she  has  had  five  children,  three  still  liv- 
ing, Alarcus  T.,  Thomas  T.,  and  Friend  L.  (3) 
Sarah  Ella  is  with  her  parents. 

The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  Air.  Taft 
a stanch  supporter,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld 
from  any  enterprise  which  he  believes  calculated 
to  advance  the  moral  or  material  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  owns  one  of  the  handsomest  res- 
idences in  the  borough,  and  there  the  many  friends 
of  the  family  delight  to  congregate,  always  feeling 
sure  of  a hearty  welcome. 

WILLIAAI  H.  DETRICK,  a well  known  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Price  township,  Alonroe 
county,  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
is  a native  of  the  county,  having  been  born  in  Poco- 
no  township,  in  January,  1840. 

George  Detrick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Germany,  in  1815,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  regular  army  for  a time. 
Coming  to  the  United  States,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Tannersville,  Alonroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a tanner  for  ten  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  married  Aliss  Barbara  Prong. 
He  then  located  in  Paradise  township,  Alonroe 
county,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and  spent  his 
remaining  days,  dying  there  in  1888.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  in  1871,  leaving  him  with  two  children, 
John  having  died  prior  to  his  mother,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  Hannah,  the  only  daughter,  was 
born  in  Pocono  township,  in  1844,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Evans,  justice  of  the  peace  of  East 
Stroudsburg.  Out  of  the  seven  children  born  to 
them,  only  one  daughter  is  now  living,  Effie,  wife  of 
Abram  Smith,  of  East  Stroudsburg;  Edward  and 
George  both  reached  manhood,  but  the  former  was 
accidentally  killed  on  the  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad,  and  the  latter  died  when  a young  man. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  Alonroe  county,  and  his  education  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  Paradise  township. 
Hardly  had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sumter's  guns 


died  away  when  he  enlisted  for  three  months  in 
Company  I,  1st  X.  J.  V.  I.,  at  Oxford  Furnace. 
X.  J.  On  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned 
home,  and  in  December,  1861,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Hannah  Bush,  a daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Sarah  Bush,  representatives  of  one  of  the 
prominent  pioneer  families  of  Paradise  township, 
Alonroe  county.  Leaving  his  young  bride  with  her 
parents,  Air.  Detrick  re-enlisted  in  Company  C.  iitli 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Samuel  P.  Speer, 

, and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Easton,  where  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen.  Sheridan.  His 
first  engagement  was  at  Blackwater,  Ya.,  in  1863, 

I and  was  followed  by  the  battles  of  Hatcher's  Run, 
Bull  Run,  Gaines’  Alills,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads, 
i Johnson's  Farm,  and  Seven  Pines.  The  regiment 
then  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Camp  Geddy. 

J Ya..  and  on  breaking  camp  March  28,  1S64.  marched 
[ to  City  Point  along  the  Weldon  railroad,  and.  par- 
ticipated in  many  skirmishes  on  the  way.  including 
Bermuda  Hundred,  Ream  Station  and  Knobaway 
Junction.  During  this  time  Air.  Dctrick  had  three 
horses  shot  from  under  him,  and  was  wounded  in 
the  head  at  Corn  Cross  Station  on  the  Weldon 
railroad.  He  also  took  part  in  the  Wilson  raid  in 
Yirginia.  and  the  skirmish  at  Stony  Creek.  He 
was  seriously  injured,  having  three  ribs  broken, 
at  Ream  Station  by  a fall  of  his  horse  when  it  was 
shot,  and  for  three  days  he  and  Alajor  Ackley  lay 
in  ambush  at  that  place.  They  then  rode  on  an 
old  mule  to  camp  at  Jones  Kneck,  where  they  joined 
their  regiment.  Being  taken  ill  with  fever  and 
ague,  our  subject  was  off  duty  for  six  weeks,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1865,  he  rejoined  his  command,  which 
was  then  pursuing  Lee’s  army,  overtaking  it  at 
Five  Forks,  where  Col.  Speer  was  wounded.  The 
nth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  in  a skirmish  every- 
day until  Lee’s  surrender  at  Appomattox  Court 
House,  and  then  helped  to  bury  the  dead  and  take 
care  of  the  wounded.  They  then  marched  south  of 
Lvnchburg,  where  they  were  on  guard  against 
Johnson's  army,  which  finally  surrendered  April  17, 
1865.  After  that  they  marched  down  the  Shenan- 
doah A'alley  to  Staunton  and  from  there  to  Char- 
[ lottesville,  where  the  army  was  disorganized. 

I Company  C of  the  nth  Pennsvlvania  Cavalry  then 
| proceeded  to  Palmyra  Court  House  to  parole  pris- 
j oners,  then  went  to  Columbia  and  on  to  Richmond, 
where  they  turned  over  their  horses  and  equip- 
| ments  to  the  government  and  were  transported  to 
j Camp  Cadwallader,  Philadelphia,  where  they  were 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 

Returning  home  to  Alonroe  county,  Penn.,  Air. 
Detrick  and  his  wife  took  up  housekeeping  in 
Price  township,  and  there  remained  until  1874, 
when  they  moved  to  Paradise,  where  he  built  a 
house  of  his  own.  In  1877  they  again  moved,  this 
time  to  Alarsh  Alills,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
worked  two  years:  thence  to  Promised  Land,  where 
he  also  worked  two  years  for  the  Wilson  Alill 
Lumber  Co.;  thence  to  Dunning,  Lackawanna  ccitn- 
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tv,  and  there  contracted  for  Mathew  Rhode.  Here 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  burned  out,  losing 
everything  he  possessed,  amounting  in  all  to  some 
Si.Soo.  with  no  insurance.  Mr.  Detrick  then,  in 
1SS7,  returned  to  Price  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  became  general  agent  for  A.  W.  Cutler,  of 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  who  is  the  owner  of  7,000  acres 
of  land  in  Monroe  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Detrick  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  all  born  in  Monroe  countv:  (1) 
Raima,  born  in  December,  1862,  is  the  wife  of 
Hayden  Row,  of  Paradise  township,  and  has  had 
ten  children:  Harry,  Mabel,  William  H.,  Steward, 
Malen.  Walter,  Paul,  Florence,  Maria  and  one 
deceased.  (2)  Alice,  born  in  1864,  married  Will- 
iam E.  Vanluveder,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
and  they  now  reside  in.  Dover,  X.  J.  They  have 
six  children,  Edward.  John,  Charley,  Aggie,  Berthey 
and  Hannah.  (3)  Charles,  born  in  1867,  is  unmar- 
ried. (4)  Howard,  born  in  1S69,  married  Emma 
Vanluveder,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
they  live  in  Dover.  X.  J.  Their  children  are,  La- 
mon  and  Percy.  (5)  Sarah,  horn  in  Price  town- 
ship. in  1871,  is  the  wife  of  William  L.  Lesoine,  of 
Price  township,  and  thev  have  four  children,  How- 
ard. Aredis,  Otto  and  Anna  B.  (6)  Minnie,  born 
in  I'rice  township,  in  1S73.  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
H.  Pearson,  of  Dover.  X.  J.,  and  they  have  two 
children.  (7)  Annie,  born  in  Paradise  township, 
in  1876.  married  P.  B.  Miller,  of  Middle  Smithfielcl 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  in  April,  1897, 
leaving  one  daughter.  Ella  May.  (8)  Jennie,  born  ' 
in  1878,  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Truscott,  of  Dover,  | 
X.  J..  and  has  one  daughter,  Adda. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Detrick  has 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  J 
been  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of  official  positions  ! 
of  honor  and  trust,  being  assessor  of  Price  town- 
ship four  terms,  and  of  Paradise  township  one  term, 
supervisor  two  terms,  school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board  eight  years,  collector  two  terms  and 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Price  township  at  the  present 
time.  His  duties  have  always  been  most  faithfully 
and  satisfactorilv  performed,  and  in  days  of  peace 
as  in  time  of  war  has  always  been  found  ready  to 
aid  every  enterprise  for  the  good  of  the  country,  j 
He  holds  membership  in  Wadsworth  Post  Xo.  150,  | 
G.  A.  R.;  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

GRANT  EDIXGER,  J.  P„  proprietor  of 
''Bridge  View  House,”  at  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
has  shown  admirable  judgment  in  the  selection  of 
a site  for  his  hostelry.  From  its  wide  verandas  can 
be  seen  the  most  charming  views  to  be  found  on  the 
Delaware  river,'  while  its  convenient  location  is 
within  five  minutes  walk  from  the  railroad  station, 
and  surrounded  by  all  the  attractions  afforded  by 
the  busy  life  of  the  town.  Ample  shade  is  found 
under  the  large  trees  on  the  lawn  surrounding  the  j 
house  and  in  the  beautiful  groves  near  by,  while 
walks  or  drives  tempt  the  visitor  to  visit  more  dis- 


tant scenes  on  the  mountain,  or  along  the  winding 
river,  carriages  being  always  in  readiness.  The 
fishing  011  the  river  is  unsurpassed,  and  boating  is  a 
favorite  amusement  throughout  the  season.  Within 
the  house  the  large  airy,  well-appointed  rooms  af- 
ford every  comfort,  while  the  table  is  supplied  with 
all  the  luxuries  of  the  local  and  city  markets,  no 
effort  being  spared  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  guests. 

The  genial  proprietor  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Monroe  county, 
his  grandfather,  David  Edinger,  having  settled  in 
Cherry  Valley  at  an  early  da)',  engaging  in  agri- 
culture, working  also  at  the  mason’s  trade.  This 
worthy  .citizen  married  Eve  Kcmmerer,  of  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  had  the  fallowing 
children:  Jacob,  John,  Henry,  Joseph,  Peter,  Julia 
( first  wife  of  Henry  Biesecker,  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county),  Catherine  (.second  wife  of  Henry 
Biesecker),  Alary  (wife  of  William  Felker),  and 
Regnia,  wife  of  John  Staples. 

Joseph  Edinger,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  1S25,  in  Kemmerer  Town,  Hamilton  township, 
and  in  1S47  married  Catherine  Mosteller,  locating 
afterward  in  Cherry  Valley.  For  many  years  he 
was  employed  as  a mason  by  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & \\  estern  Railroad  Co.,  in  building  bridges, 
depots  and  other  structures,  and  in  1S61  he  pur- 
chased a homestead  in  Poplar  Valley,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  work  at  his  trade.  Fie  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  skillful  workmen  in  his  line  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  many  of  the  finest  houses  in  Delaware 
Water  Gap  and  neighboring  towns  were  built  by 
him.  In  1S70  he  bought  real  estate  at  Water  Gap, 
where  he  built  a handsome  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, in  which  he  and  his  wife  now  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  past  labors.  They  had  eight  children,  as 
follows:  (i)  Alary  E.,  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship April  8,  1848,  married  Samuel  Brewer,  a con- 
tractor and  builder  at  South  Bethlehem,  Xorthamp- 
ton  Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  had  two  sons,  Howard  and 
Alillard,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  (2)  W ill- 
iam , born  in  Hamilton  township,  in  1850,  is  a ma- 
son in  East  Stroudsburg.  Fie  married  Aliss  Annie 
Boorem,  of  Paradise  township,  Alonroe  county,  and 
has  had  four  children,  Grace,  Hilda,  Stanley  and 
Vergie.  (3)  Charles  E.,  born  in  Hamilton  town-' 
ship  July  31,  1852,  was  killed  in  October,  1896, 
on  the  railroad  at  East  Stroudsburg.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Alvina  Williams,  was  born 
at  Delaware  Water  Gap.  and  died  there  in  1895. 
They  had  five  children,  Floyd,  who  married  Aliss 
Lotta  La  Bar,  of  Water  Gap,  and  now  resides  in 
Xorthampton  county;  Clarence,  who  resides  with 
his  grandfather  Edinger;  Anzie,  Katie,  and  Lena. 
(4)  Joseph,  Jr.,  born  in  Hamilton  township  October 
30,  1854,  is  a contractor  and  builder  of  masonry 
work,  residing  in  East  Stroudsburg.  He  married 
Aliss  Louise  Alevers,  of  Shawnee,  and  has  three 
children,  Irwin,  Alabel,  and  William.  (5)  Frank, 
born  in  Hamilton  township  Xovember  1.  185S.  re- 
sides at  the  Water  Gap,  and  is  a contractor  at  ma- 
sonry. Fie  married  Aliss  Rachel  Keller,  of  Storm- 


982 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ville,  and  has  had  four  children,  Maggie,  who  died 
in  childhood ; and  Harry,  Laura  and  Alary,  who  are 
at  home.  (6)  Abram,  born  in  1856.  (7)  Grant,  our 
subject.  (8)  One  that  died  in  infancy,  unnamed. 

The  Mosteller  family  has  long  been  prominent 
in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  our  sub- 
ject's maternal  grandparents,  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Fredericks)  Mosteller,  were  much  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  that  locality.  They  reared  a large  family 
of  children  as  follows:  Catherine,  our  subject’s 
mother;  Wesley;  Harrison;  Frank;  Marietta,  wife 
of  Charles  Hallct,  of  Stroud  township ; Amanda, 
wife  of  Joseph  Schoonover,  of  Moosic,  Penn. ; Em- 
ma, who  married  Rennis  Stone,  of  Marshalls-  Creek, 
Monroe  county;  Alice,  who  married  Azariah  Hunt, 
of  Stroud  township,  and  after  his  death  wedded 
Alonzo  Hunt,  of  the  same  township,  a brother  of 
her  first  husband. 

Squire  Grant  Edinger  was  born  March  25, 
1865.  m Cherry  \ alley,  and  received  his  education 
chiefly  in  the  schools  of  Delaware  Water  Gap.  At 
the  age  of  eleven  he  entered  the  employ  of  L.  W. 
Brodhead,  proprietor  of  the  “Water  Gap  Hotel,” 
with  whom  he  remained  sixteen  seasons,  holding 
many  positions  of  responsibility  in  the  hotel.  During 
the  winter  seasons  he  assisted  his  father  in  his  rail- 
road contracts.  In  1890  he  purchased  his  present 
property  at  the  Water  Gap,  and  built  his  hotel,  in 
connection  with  which  he  conducts  a restaurant  at 
at  the  boat  landing,  where  he  supplies  the  public 
with  the  best  of  everything  in  the  way  of  refresh- 
ments. He  is  especially  gifted  as  a musician,-  and 
for  a number  of  years  he  has  been  the  leader  of 
the  O.  A.  X.  M.  Orchestra  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  which  he  organized  in  1890.  Among  the  prom- 
inent members  of  this  orchestra  were:  John  L.  Mc- 
Carty, violin;  Carlton  McCarty,  piano;  Frank 
Brodhead,  guitar  ; Wesley  Staples,  violin ; Dr.  Voor- 
hiest  banjo;  Robert  Kistler,  guitar;  C.  C.  Smith, 
guitar ; Floratio  Kennedy,  reporter.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  he  takes  a keen  interest 
in  the  active  work  of  his  party.  For  three  years 
he  served  as  tax  collector  of  his  borough.  Quite  re- 
cently he  was  nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket 
for  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  also  endorsed 
by  the  Democratic  ticket  for  the  same  office,  and  so 
was  elected.  On  March  4,  1891.  Squire  Edinger 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Xcwheart,  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Louisa  Xewheart, 
highly  respected  residents  of  Monroe  county.  So- 
cially the  Squire  and  his  wife  are  popular,  and  they 
are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Water  Gap,  to  which  our  subject’s  parents  also  be- 
long. 

The  Edinger  ancestors  came  from  Holland  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  England ; 
there  were  two  brothers.  After  the  war  one  of  them 
settled  in  Bucks  county,  the  other  in  Monroe  countv. 
The  Edinger  family  being  of  Dutch  descent  they  are 
naturally  1 f a quick  temper,  but  otherwise  good  citi- 
zens. so  much  so  that  in  a very  few  cases  have  thev 
ever  had  a law  suit  that  the  Squire  could  not  set- 


tle. They  were  naturally  talented,  with  voices  for 
singing,  and  quick  to  learn  music.  They  were  also 
good  walkers.  \\  orking  at  their  trade  as  masons  in 
the  country,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  go  a great 
distance  at  times,  and  this  they  did  mostly  before 
daylight,  going  as  far  as  fifteen  miles,  and  eating 
breakfast  by  candlelight.  In  one  instance  the  father 
of  our  subject,  together  with  two  of  his  brothers, 
went  forty-five  miles  to  erect  a wall,  starting  from 
home  at  midnight,  and  when  they  returned  setting 
, out  in  the  evening,  walking  all  night,  and  getting 
home  in  the  morning. 

ALBERT  F.  HARWOOD,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Lake 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  an  ex-lumberman  of 
wide  reputation,  noted  for  his  shrewdness  and  in- 
tegrity, is  a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  March 
22,  1842,  in  Xorth  Adams. 

Mr.  Harwood  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  country  appears  to  have 
been  a well-to-do  farmer  in  Massachusetts,  where 
he  settled  some  time  during  the  eighteenth  centurv. 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  Granville  B. 
Green,  also  of  Massachusetts,  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Hastings  Harwood,  father  of  Albert  F.,  was 
also  born  in  the  Bay  State,  and  died  there  in  Au- 
gust, 1845,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years.  He 
was  a stone  cutter  by  occupation.  He  married  Miss 
Roxanna  Green,  of  the  same  locality,  and  children 
as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Louisa  E. . wife  of 
John  R.  Wickham,  a farmer  of  Texas  township. 
Wayne  county;  Albert  F.,  our  subject;  and  Elmer 
E.,  a farmer  at  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  county.  After 
the  death  of  the  father  the  mother  wedded  Silas  W. 
Gary,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  1892  ; 
there  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Mrs. 
Gary  died  August.  1,  1853,  agect  forty  vears. 

On  February  27,  1865,  at  Hawley,  Penn..  Al- 
bert F.  Harwood,  our  subject,  was  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Shaffer,  and  a brief  record  of  their  familv 
is  as  follows:  Harry-  IL,  born  July  5,  1868,  operates 
a gristmill  at  Waymart,  Wayne  county ; he  married 
Florence  Griffeth,  and  they  have  two  children.  Har- 
old and  Eva  Ruth.  Charles  M.,  born  Februarv  21, 
1870,  is  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  runs  the  engine 
in  his  brother  Harry's  mill.  Clara  E.,  born  October 
6.  1871,  married  Dahlgren  Kizer,  a lumberman  at 
Ivizertown,  Penn.,  and  has  three  children.  Edith, 
Lulu  and  Rebecca.  Susie,  born  October  17.  1875, 
died  April  9,  1876.  Bessie,  born  January  29.  1877, 
married  M.  Abby,  a farmer  of  Salem  township. 
Wayne  county,  and  has  one  child,  Otis.  John,  born 
July  14,  1879,  is  attending  school  at  Lebanon,  l’enn. 
Mrs.  Harwood  was  born  December  12,  1841.  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  A.  (Lurtis)  Shaffer,  natives 
of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  well-to- 
do  farming  people,  and  consistent  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church;  the  father  was  also  prominent  as  a 
Democrat,  ‘lie  died  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  thirtv- 
two,  the  mother  in  September.  1881.  aged  sixty- 
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two  years,  anil  tnev  rest  from  their  labors  in  the 
burying  ground  in  Canaan  township.  The  children 
born  to  this  honored  couple  were  as  follows : Eliza 
married  William  Fitzsimmons,  a farmer  in  Dunning, 
l’enn. ; Sidney  married  Catherine  Simons,  and  both 
are  deceased ; Rebecca  is  now  Mrs.  Harwood ; and 
Sophrona  is  deceased.  After  the  death  of  the  fa- 
ther of  these  the  mother  married  Louis  Loubshire, 
who  died  December,  1877,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 
Their  children  were  Lury  (deceased),  who  married 
George  Ferris,  of  Maplewood,  Penn. ; Caroline  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Adam  Drake,  a carpenter,  of' 
Long  island;  Rufus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  George,  connected  with  a railroad  in  Chi- 
cago,' 111. ; and  Heron,  an  employe  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  at  Clark's  Sum- 
mit, Penn.  [Mention  of  Mrs.  Harwood’s  paternal 
grandfather,  Moses  Shaffer,  will  oe  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Joseph  Shaffer,  of  South  Canaan  township, 
and  for  mention  of  her  maternal  grandparents, 
Jeremiah  and  Catherine  (Wagner)  Lurtis,  see 
sketch  of  W.  X.  Curtis,  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship.] 

Albert  F.  Harwood,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  when  nine  years  of  age,  in  1851,  accompa- 
nied his  mother,  stepfather,  brother  and  sister  to 
W ayne  county,  and  they  remained  one  year  at 
Honesdale.  in  Berlin  township,  where  the  mother 
died,  and  the  family  became  separated.  Prior  to 
her  death,  however,  the  mother  had  thoughtfully 
made  provision  to  have  her  children  properly  reared, 
and  accordingly  ycung  Albert  was  brought  up  and 
educated  under  the  care  of  Galard  Russell,  a farm- 
er, whose  home  was  one-half  mile  distant  from 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  remaining  with  him  until  he  was 
aged  eighteen  years.  At  that  time  he  returneu  to 
Berlin  township  and  worked  for  his  brother-in-law, 

J.  R.  W'ickkam.  the  better  part  of  two  years,  and 
thence  moved  to  Lake  township,  wdtere  he  found  em- 
ployment with  Alvin  Leonard,  at  Sand  Pond,  lum-  1 
bering  in  the  woods  six  months ; thence  went  to 
Salem  township,  where  he  worked  at  lumbering  for 
John  McFarland  two  and  one-half  years.  He  was  j 
next  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Coal  | 
Co.,  hewing  lumber,  also  helping  to  erect  the  first 
mill  for  that  corporation,  at  Forest  City.  Penn.,  then 
a wilderness,  and  was  with  them  in  all  five  months. 

\\  e next  find  Mr.  Harwood  at  Scranton.  Penn., 
doing  carpenter  work  for  the  Scranton  Coal  Co., 
nine  months,  after  w hich  he  worked  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  repairing  railroad  tracks  for  that 
corporation  ; but  owing  to  a strike  among  the  cm-  | 
ployes  of  the  road  he  left,  and  removing  to  Flk  j 
county.  Penn.,  followed  lumbering  there  four  vears.  i 
f rom  Flk  county  he  betook  himself  to  Lackawanna  j 
county,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  land,  chiefly  i 
woodland,  for  which  he  paid  $1.05*0  cash,  and  re-  j 
mained  there,  farming  and  lumbering,  until  the 
spring  of  1886,  in  that  year  purchasing  his  present 
farm  of  eighty-five  acres,  and  there  is  no  better  land 
to  be  found  in  Wayne  county.  As  we  have  just 
mentioned.  Mr.  Harwood  paid  $1,050  for  his  prop- 


erty in  Lackawanna  county,  and  after  taking  $2,- 
500  worth  of  lumber  off  same  he  sold  the  farm  for 
$2,000.  Lie  moved  to  his  Lake  township  purchase 
in  1888,  and  worked  both  places  together  about 
three  years.  Since  coming  to  Lake  township  he 
has  made  his  home  here  without  intermission,  al- 
though he  continued  his  lumbering  interests  at 
various  places,  retiring  therefrom  only  in  about 
1896.  In  1892  he  purchased  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Pike  county,  wdiich  he  succeeded  in  clear- 
ing within  three  years. 

In  1863,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr. 
Harwood  was  dratted,  but  paid  $350 — commuta- 
tion money.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a loval 
Democrat;  socially  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
uniting  with  Flue  Lodge  at  Salem,  and  also  of  the 
1.  U.  O.  F.,  uniting  with  Lodge  Xo.  307,  at  Mos- 
cow, Penn.  In  religious  faith  he  and  Mrs.  Har- 
wood are  prominently  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist 1‘rotestant  Church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 
Although  an  ever  busy  man  with  his  extensive  farm- 
ing, lumbering  and  other  interests,  he  has  yet  found 
time  to  devote  to  the  public  good  in  many  ways, 
in  which  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
of  Wayne  county,  also  a stockholder  in  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Georgetown  Creamery  Association. 
Taken  all  in  all,  he  is  a public-spirited,  enterprising 
man,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  biography,  one  who  takes 
an  active  interest  in  everything  which  seems  to 
promise  a benefit  to  the  community,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

\\  ILLIAM  DOUD,  a skillful  and  prominent 
artist  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was  born  July 
28,  1834,  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  his  parents,  Franklin  and  Jemima 
(Halstead)  Dottd,  spent  their  entire  lives.  He  is 
a representative  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
I northeastern  Pennsylvania,  his  great-grandfather, 

1 Jude  Dottd,  a native  of  Connecticut,  having  located 
at  Lenoxville,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1799.  He 
crossed  the  river  at  that  place  on  the  rocks  below 
j the  mill  dam.  He  built  and  operated  the  mill  known 
as  Doud’s  mill,  and  also  owned  and  cultivated  400 
acres  of  land. 

Near  his  father's  mill  John  Doud,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born,  reared  and  remained 
throughout  life,  while  he  engaged  in  both  farming 
and  milling,  lie  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eigluy- 
seven  years.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Baker, 
and  to  them  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  are 
| mentioned:  Franklin.  Thomas  X..  Harrison,  George, 
j Elizabeth  (who  first  married  Skidmore  Thompkms, 
j and  after  his  death  Rev.  Gray,  a Baptist  minister), 

I Susan  (wife  of  Fdnum  Worth),  Ann  (wife  of 
j Fthen  Warren),  and  John.  The  survivors  aro 
Thomas,  who  is  living  retired  in  Clifford,  Penn.; 
and  Elizabeth,  now  a widow,  living  in  Wilkes 
j Barrc,  Pennsylvania. 

Franklin  Doud.  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
progressive  and  enterprising  farmer,  an  honored 
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and  valued  citizen  of  his  community,  and  a Repub- 
lican in  politics.  lie  died  March  4.  1873.  aged 
sixty-five  years,  his  wife  in  1850  aged  thirty-seven 
years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Clifford  township,  : 
Susquehanna  county.  William  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children;  Joseph  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Clifford  township;  Martin,  now  a resident  of 
Long  Island,  X.  V.,  was  a private  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  for  six  months 
a prisoner  in  Andersonville ; Marietta  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years ; Maria  E.  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Xiles,  and  is  a resident  of  Portland,  Oregon  ; Jack-  J 
son  is  in  the  geographical  survey  at  Donbolia,  Aus- 
tralia. For  his  second  wife  the  father  of  these 
children  married  Mrs.  Dorothy  Reily,  who  is  now 
living  in  Lenoxville,  Susquehanna  county. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Joseph  and  Maria  Halstead,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
the  former  of  whom,  a lumberman  was  killed  by 
lightning  while  engaged  in  rafting  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  his  bat  band  being  cut  in  four  different 
places,  and  a hole  cut  in  the  tip  of  his  boot,  but  the 
skin  of  his  body  was  not  broken. 

William  Dottd  remained  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents  until  February,  1S62,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  56th  P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  Mitchell. 
He  was  never  wounded,  but  was  taken  ill  on  the 
march  to  Slaughter  Mountains,  Ya.,  and  was  sent 
to  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  honorably 
discharged.  February  4.  1863.  when  he  returned 
home..  With  Mall  Wells,  at  Clifford,  he  began 
learning  photography,  serving  a six-months  appren- 
ticeship. and  was  later  with  S.  S.  Hull,  at  Carbon- 
dale.  for  four  months.  He  then  began  for  himself 
in  a wagon,  at  Gibson,  Penn.,  at  which  place  he 
remained  for  four  years,  and  in  1879  came  to  Way- 
mart,  where  he  has  since  successfullv  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. Tn  1S83  he  also  opened  a gallerv  at  Far  Yiew, 
which  is  located  2.300  feet  above  sea  level.  He  thor- 
oughly understands  his  profession,  and  his  work  is 
pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  of  a high 
order  and  to  possess  genuine  artistic  merit.  He  is 
an  active  and  capable  business  man,  possessing  a 
clear  judgment,  and  is  amply  endowed  with  those 
qualities  which  make  an  honorable  citizen,  and  in- 
sure for  him  the  highest  respect  and  regard  of  his 
fellow  men.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  Waymart 
Lodge  Xo.  542,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  politically  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  town  council,  two  years 
later  was  elected  assessor,  and  is  now  acceptably 
serving  as  president  of  the  board  of  health. 

At  Xicholson,  l’cnn.,  Mr.  Doud  was  married, 
September  25,  1869,  to  Miss  Adeline  A.  Tennant, 
Rev.  L.  Pease,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  of- 
ficiating. They  have  one  daughter.  Viola,  now  the 
wife  of  Frederick  C.  Shaffer,  a fireman* on  the  Dela- 
ware X Hudson  River  railroad,  living  in  Carbon- 
dale.  1 ’ennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Doud  was  born  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county,  December  20,  1834,  a daughter  of 
John  A.  and  Abigail  ( Herd)  Tennant,  natives  of 


Connecticut  and  Xew  York,  respectively,  who  were 
married  in  Xewburg,  X.  Y.  The  father  came  to 
Wavne  county  with,  his  parents  in  1812.  Mrs. 
Doud's  parents  spent  their  remaining  davs  upon  a 
farm  in  Clinton  township.  1 he  mother  died  De- 
cember 25,  1843.  aged  thirty  years  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Keens  cemetery,  Canaan  township,  but  the 
father  long  survived  her,  dying  December  6,  1896, 
at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three  years,  seven 
months  and  nineteen  days,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Baptist  Church  burving-ground,  Clinton  township. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  honored  pioneers 
of  Wayne  county,  and  was  honored  with  a number 
of  township  offices.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
six  children,  namely:  Adeline  A.,  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Mabel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year; 
William,  deceased ; Lyman,  who  died  aged  two 
years;  and  Abigail  and  Andrew  (twins),  who  died 
in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Tennant  mar- 
ried Adeline  Tanner,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children  : Emma,  who  married  James  Janes, 
and  both  are  now  deceased ; George,  a retired  farmer 
of  Honesdale,  Penn.;  Russell,  a farmer  of  Xebras- 
ka ; Everal,  who  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a lumberman  of  \\  likes  Barre. 
Penn. ; Abigail,  wife  of  Alvin  Loomis,  a farmer  of 
Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  county;  M.  A.,  the  wife 
of  Abel  Wilcox,  a carpenter  and  farmer,  of  Clinton 
township ; Lorin,  a fireman  on  the  Gravity  railroad, 
living  in  Ashley,  Penn.;  and  Ella  and  Ella  (2)  who 
both  died  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Doud, 
Charles  and  Betsy  (Beckworth)  Tennant,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  who  became  residents  of  Clin- 
ton township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1812.  but  later 
migrated  to  Illinois,  where  the  grandfather  died. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  a Mrs. 
Meredith.  LI i s children  were  Charles;  Abel;  John 
A. ; Lyman  ; Betsy,  wife  of  Horace  Buckiand  ; Sal- 
lie,  wife  of  Pierce  Sloan ; Laura,  who  was  three 
times  married,  first  to  Castle  Peck,  second  to  a 
Mr.  Lynch,  of  Xew  York,  and  third  to  a gentle- 
man out  West;  and  Ann  J.,  who  first  married  Hi- 
ram Brown  and  later  Xelson  Carpenter. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Doud  were 
Hon.  William  and  Mabel  Herd,  of  Xew  Vork  State, 
the  former  of  whom  was  associate  judge  at  New- 
burg.  His  daughters  were  Sallie,  wife  of  Jona- 
1 than  Gats ; Xancy,  wife  of  E.  Fitch:  Betsy,  wife 
of  G.  Sherwood  ; and  Abigail,  mother  of  Mrs.  Doud  ; 
there  were  also  ten  sons  in  the  family.  1 he  grand- 
mother was  twice  married,  her  second  husband  be- 
i ing  a Mr.  Sherwood. 

JOHX  AXDRFW  FISHER  is  a wide-awake 
and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Ditigman  township, 
Pike  counlv,  carrying  on  operations  on  the  old  Fish- 
er homestead,  where  he  was  born  May  24.  1861,  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Sophia  (Gampcrt)  F'isher. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  October  24,  1823,  and  died  on  the  pres- 
ent farm  of  our  subject,  May  10,  1888,  being  laid 
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to  rest  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  At  the  age  of  t wen- 
tv-two  he  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  learned  the  cabinet  ntaker’-s 
trade,  following  that  occupation  there  for  ten  years. 
He  then  traded  his  home  in  New  York  for  a farm 
of  seventy-five  acres  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  to  which  he  removed,  and  afterward  gave 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  having  previ- 
ously engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  land.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  two  good 
farms  in  Dingman  township.  Pike  county,  the  other, 
which  has  since  been  sold,  being  in  Delaware  town- 
ship. Though  he  came  to  this  country  a poor  boy, 
lie  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and  was  able  to 
leave  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  his  community,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  several  township  offices,  acting  as  road  supervisor 
one  term  and  as  school  director  for  ten  years.  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a Presbyterian. 

Andrew  Fisher  was  united  in  marriage  at  New 
York  City,  in  April,  1851.  with  Miss  Sophia  Gam- 
pert,  who  was  horn  in  Weisenbrtui,  Germany,  May  3, 
1S30.  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Wilhelmina 
(Snyder)  Gampert.  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Germany,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pations of  milling  and  farming.  He  died  in  1841, 
aged  thirty-nine  years,  the  mother  in  1839,  at  the 
same  age.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Christo- 
pher. an  upholsterer,  who  died  in  New  York  City; 
Anna,  widow  of  John  Reiderick.  of  New  York; 
Sophia,  mother  of  our  subject;  Jenette.  wife  of  An- 
thony Reisert.  of  New  York,  a manufacturer  of 
brewery  material;  Dorothv.  deceased  wife  of  Lieut. 
Charles  Wolfe ; Ernest,  who  is  married  and  is  con- 
ducting a large  boarding  house  in  Germany;  and 
John,  who  is  married  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  the  Fatherland.  In  1850  Mrs.  Fisher  came 
with  her  sisters  Anna  and  Dorothy  to  the  United 
States,  and  located  in  New  York.  By  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Fisher  she  became  the  mother  ofthe  following 
children : Barbara,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years  ; 
Jenette.  who  married  George  Major,  a carpenter  of 
New  York,  where  site  died  : Charles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  months:  Dorothy,  who  is  now  the 
widow  of  William  Quinn,  and  resides  with  her 
mother  and  our  subject ; Louisa  D..  deceased  wife 
of  David  Newman,  ex-sheriff  of  Pike  county,  resid- 
ing in  Dingman  township:  John  A.,  our  subject: 
Helen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years; 
Augusta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  vears : 
Sophia,  wife  of  Bcrnaldi  McCarty,  a farmer  of 
Dingman  township;  Rosa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  and  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years. 

John  A.  Fisher  early  became  fajniliar  with  all 
the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist, 
anil  is  now  successfully  operating  the  old  homestead 
and  another  farm  which  the  family  own.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  an  upright  and  reliable 
business  man,  and  a citizen  of  whom  anv  continuity 
might  be  proud.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  be- 


j came  prominently  identified  with  public  affairs,  at 
that  time  being  elected  constable,  in  which  office 
he  served  one  year,  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the  posi- 
tion in  1893  and  in  1896,  serving  seven  t ears  in  all. 
Lie  has  been  inspector  of  elections  two  years,  judge 
of  elections  one  year,  overseer  of  the  poor  five  years, 
in  1896  was  made  county  mercantile  appraiser,  and 
for  the  past  four  years  has  been  school  director,  act- 
ing as  secretary  of  the  board  one  year.  Politically 
j he  is  a Democrat,  and  sociallv  he  is  a member  of  the 
I Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Milford  (be- 
ing past  grand  of  his  lodge),  and  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah.  In  December,  1S92,  he  represented 
Sawkill  Grange  of  his  town  in  the  annual  convention 
] at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  since  1890  he  has  been 
i the  regular  correspondent  for  Dingman  township 
to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.',  to  which  he  has  rendered  val- 
uable services. 

JOHN  W.  SANDERCOCK.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  finds  an  appropriate  place  among  those 
men  of  business  and  enterprise  in  Wayne  county 
whose  force  of  character,  sterling  integrity,  and  ex- 
cellent executive  ability,  have  contributed  in  an 
eminent  degree  to  the  development  and  prosperity 
of  this  section.  He  is  to-day  the  leading  general 
merchant  of  Lake  Ariel,  and  the  success  that  he  has 
| achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 

Mr.  Sandercock  u'as  born  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  November  1 1 , 1850,  a son  of  George 
and  Mary  (Ballemy)  Sandercock,  who  were  na- 
| tives  of  Cornwall,  England,  but  became  acquainted 
j and  w ere  married  in  Wayne  county,  having  come  to 
i this  country  in  1819.  Our  subject  remained  with  his 
S father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years,  when  he  came  to  Lake  Ariel  and  embarked  in 
his  present  business.  He  has  a large  and  well-ap- 
1 pointed  store,  and  by  fair  dealing  and  courteous 
treatment  of  his  customers  has  gained  a liberal 
patronage. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sandercock  was  married,  at  Hones- 
| dale,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cridenwise.  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal clergyman,  to  Miss  Susan  Greene,  a native 
of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter 
of  Giles  Greene,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 
Seven  children  graced  this  union : Bertha,  who  is 
now  attending  Wells  College;  Rosa,  at  home;  Har- 
riet and  Julia,  both  deceased:  and  Agnes,  Homer 
and  Helen,  all  at  home. 

In  1800  Mr.  Sandercock  was  apnointed  post- 
master of  Lake  Ariel,  and  most  acceptably  filled  that 
office  for  six  years,  two  years  under  President 
j Cleveland’s  administration,  although  he  is  a stanch 
I Republican  in  politics.  For  fifteen  years  he  has 
been  treasurer  of  Lake  township,  and  for  three 
years  school  director,  filling  both  positions  with 
the  utmost  fidelity  to  dutv  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned.  Sociallv  lie  belongs  to  the 
< )dd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county, 
, and  in  religious  connection  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  lie  has  ever  been  an  im- 
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portant  factor  in  the  business  circles  of  his  com- 
munity, and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  been  found 
true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him, 
whether  public  or  private. 

HENRY  O.  SILK.MAX,  an  enterprising,  pub- 
lic-spirited business  man  of  Maplewood,  Wayne 
county,  who  has  won  success  through  his  own  ef- 
forts, is  a man  of  influence  and  prominence  in  his 
community. 

Horn  January  6,  1S31,  at  Katonah,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Air.  Silkman  is  a son  of  William  and 
Mary  Jane  (Bailey)  Silkman,  both  born  in  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.  William  Silkman 's  father 
was  John  Silkman,  and  his  mother  was  of  the  Hitch- 
cock family  of  New  York;  both  lived  and  died  at 
Cross  River,  Westchester. Co.,  that  State. 

William  Silkman  came  with  his  family  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  locating  on  the  site  of  Scranton, 
then  a wilderness,  where  he  cleared  and  improved 
a farm.  He  not  only  farmed,  but  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  the  real  estate  business.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  .Church,  and  were 
respected  members  of  society  and  esteemed  citizens. 
He  died  in  1877,  when  aged  sixty -five  years,  and  she 
in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Their 
children  were:  John  (deceased)  married  Elizabeth 
Thatcher;  Henry  O.  is  our  subject;  William,  who 
married  a Miss  Ettinge.  is  a retired  hardware  mer- 
chant of  Scranton ; Frank  B.,  a merchant  of  Prov- 
idence (now  Scranton),  Penn.,  married  Lida  Ful- 
ler; Caroline  E.  and  Augusta  reside  at  Scranton; 
Theodore,  deceased,  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

The  family,  as  stated  above,  moved  to  what  is 
now  Scranton,  Penn.,  when  Henry  O.  Silkman  w as 
about  seven  years  old.  Our  subject  went  to  school 
summer  and  winter  until  fourteen  years  old.  and 
lived  on  a farm  until  fifteen.  He  then  worked  one 
year  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  after  one  year  at 
Wyoming  Seminary  went  into  an  engineer  corps 
under  James  Archibald  and  John  B.  Smith,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.'s  railroad.  He  was  employed 
as  civil  engineer  for  several  years  on  different  rail- 
roads in  tlie  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  valleys, 
making  the  first  survey  of  the  Scranton  & Blooms- 
burg  railroad,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  was  the 
chief  engineer  of  that  road,  continuing  thus  for  two 
years.  On  the  completion  of  the  road  he  was  for 
three  years  engaged  in  surveys  in  the  West  and 
Northwest,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Paul,  making  the  j 
survey  for  the  first  road  from  Duluth  to  St.  Paul. 
Returning  East  in  1SG0,  he  engaged  in  and  built 
up  a large  stove  business  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  mak- 
ing and  selling  in  eight  years  twenty-five  thousand 
stoves.  His  large  factory  and  patterns. were  burned 
and  not  rebuilt.  In  1887  he  moved  into  Wayne 
county,  on  a tract  of  lumber  and  farming  land  of 
1,500  acres,  on  which  there  was  a large  chair  fac- 
tory, a sawmill,  a small  village  of  tenement  houses, 
two  churches,  and  a lake  of  three  hundred  acres 
now  called  Lake  Henry.  The  place  was  built  up  by- 


Washburn  & Norman,  and  then  called  forest  Mills, 
now  changed  to  Maplewood.  Mr.  Silkman  was  the 
financial  partner  of  the  Maplewood  Chair  Company, 
which  did  a large  business,  employing  some  thirtv 
men  and  boys;  Jacob  Schantz,  deceased,  was  the 
managing  partner  of  the  company.  Lake  Henry, 
owned  by  Air.  Silkman,  on  which  he  and  six  others 
have  their  summer  cottages,  is  an  attractive  sheet 
of  water,  noted  for  its  pickerel  and  perch  fishing, 
its  numerous  floating  islands,  and  as  a summer  re- 
, sort  for  fishermen  and  small  private  parties  all  along 
its  pleasant  shores.  The  Consumers  Ice  Company, 
in  which  Air.  Silkman  has  a large  interest,  hrs  erect- 
ed at  the  lake  one  of  the  largest  ice  houses  in  the 
State,  and  ship  therefrom  thirty  thousand  tons  per 
annum. 

Air.  Silkman  and  all  the  family  are  Republi- 
cans; he  was  elected  to  the  first  council  of  Scran- 
ton City,  but  generally  he  has  avoided  office  and 
active  political  life,  his  own  business  requiring  all 
his  personal  attention.  Air.  Silkman  has  been  a 
hard-working,  active,  successful  business  man,  and 
belongs  to  the  class  that  is  neither  rich  rior  poor. 
Pie  was  one  of  the  original  surveyors  of  Scranton, 
laying  out  the  first  streets  in  the  primeval  timber. 
His  financial  standing  and  reputation  have  always 
been  unquestioned,  and  the  property  that  he  now 
owns  has  been  honestly  made  and  none  of  it  inherit- 
ed. In  1862  Air.  Silkman  volunteered  to  defend 
his  State  and  served  for  three  months.  Previous  to 
this  he  had  been  drafted,  but  paid  three  hundred 
dollars,  as  his  private  affairs  would  not  permit  his 
leaving  them.  When  the  State  was  invaded  he  vol- 
unteered, leaving  his  stove  business  with  his 
partners. 

On  October  20,  1863,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Frances  Gardner,  and  to  the  union  have  come  the 
following  children:  Bertram,  Gardner,  and  Eliza- 
beth, all  now  deceased.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Fulton,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Dewitt  and  Elizabeth 
G.  (Simmons)  Gardner,  who  were  also  born  in 
Fulton,  of  which  place  DeWitt  Gardner  was  for 
years  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  busi- 
ness man,  being  a large  flour  manufacturer,  and 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fulton.  He 
died  in  November,  1897. 

W.  E.  SAAISON,  general  manager  for  the 
firm  of  Alnrgan  Brothers,  merchants  of  Pleasant 
Alount,  Wayne  county,  can  trace  his  ancestrv  on 
the  maternal  side  back  to  the  sixteenth  century . and 
the  family  was  prominently  identified  with  the  early 
historv  of  this  country. 

Air.  Samson  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  born 
in  Starrucca.  July  29,  1S55,  a son  of  Tames  M.  and 
Lois  (Sprague)  Samson.  The  father  was  born 
near  Starrucca.  November  6,  182G.  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wayne  county.  In  1850  he  married 
Airs.  Lois  (Sprague)  Samson,  whose  ancestors 
were  among  the  Protestants,  known  as  Huguenots, 
driven  from  P'rance  after  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was 
revoked,  being  again  persecuted  by  the  Catholics. 
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A shipload  of  these  refugees  landed  in  the  Province 
of  Maine,  whence  they  later  removed  to  Massachu- 
setts, and  finally  located  a few  miles  from  Plymouth 
Rock.  In  1732  there  was  a child  born  to  the 
Spragues,  and  he  was  given  the  name  of  Abel. 
After  reaching  manhood  lie  removed  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Connecticut,  where  he  married  Mercy 
Harvey,  a bright  and  active  young  woman,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  six  sons.  They  prospered  in  the 
Nutmeg  State,  but  learning  that  land  could  be  pur- 
chased very  cheaply  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Hud- 
son, Abel  Sprague  packed  his  knapsack  with  pro- 
visions for  his  journey,  and  started  to  investigate 
this  new  territory.  On  his  way  he  met  Silas  Bowk- 
er,  formerly  a resident  of  Connecticut,  who  told 
him  that  the  land  was  cheap  but  the  Indians  were 
troublesome,  but  he  had  no  fear  of  the  Red  men, 
as  the  land  was  being  settled  up.  and  from  parties 
in  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  he  purchased  a tract  of  land 
and  erected  thereon  a log  house  and  barn.  He  also 
bought  a yoke  of  oxen  and  a cow.  About  this 
time  King  George  sent  over  ltis  army  to  subdue  the 
Colonies,  which  had  become  .rebellious  and  were 
ready  to  fight  for  liberty  and  freedom.  Mr.  Sprague 
enlisted  in  the  patriot  army  and  was  captured  by  the 
Tories  and  Indians,  who  took  him  as  prisoner  to  a 
place  called  Oquaga,  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and 
in  trying  to  escape  he  was  shot  by  the  Indians  while 
swimming  the  river.  His  children  grew  up  to  be 
useful  men  and  women,  and  from  this  brave  and 
patriotic  gentleman  is  descended  Mrs.  Samson,  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  Her  brother.  Mil- 
ton  Sprague,  was  with  John  Charles  Fremont  in  Iris 
several  trips  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  was 
one  of  those  who  helped  plant  the  American  flag 
on  Fremont's  Peak  and  save  California  to  the 
United  States.  He  has  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Wisconsin  and  still  survives. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject  can  trace  liis 
ancestry  to  a little  before  1S00.  when  his  great- 
grandfather, Henry  Samson,  with  his  twin  brother, 
Ezekiel,  came  to  Wayne  county.  Penn.,  from 
Seneca  Lake,  X.  Y.  Ezekiel  soon  left  the  county 
and  was  lost  track  of.  Henry  Samson  married  Polly 
Hammond,  and  to  this  union  were  born : Sons — 
Hiram  K.,  Justin.  James  M.  (father  of  our  sub- 
ject), Willard  II..  William  and  Isaac:  and  one 
daughter — Sallie,  who  died  rather  earlv  in  life. 
Henry  Samson  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Metho- 
dism in  Starrucca,  and  served  as  a class  leader  for 
many  years. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  James 
M.  Samson  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  and  in 
lumbering  along  the  Delaware  river.  He  resided 
in  Starrucca  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  when  he 
enlisted  at  Owego,  X.  Y.,  in  Company  A.  144th  X. 
Y.  V.  I.,  under  Dr.  Redfield.  of  Fquimmk,  captain, 
and  lie  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
the  conflict.  He  died  in  October,  1896,  leaving  a 
wife  and  five  children,  who  arc  still  living. 

Mrs.  Samson  was  first  married  to  Justin 
Samson,  an  older  brother  of  James  M..  and  three 


children  were  born  to  this  union:  (1)  Oscar  F., 
born  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  enlisted  in  1861  in 
the  Union  army,  and  re-enlisted  in  1(864,  remaining 
in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased,  and  partici- 
pating in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor,  Spottsyl vania 
and  the  Wilderness.  He  married  Maggie  Davis,  of 
Starrucca,  who  died  leaving  five  children,  and  he 
subsequently  wedded  Eunice  Stickner,  of  Stevens 
Point,  Penn.,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Lois. 
(2)  Osmar  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Mary,  born  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  married  E.  J.  Collyer,  of 
Thompson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  in 
Starrucca.  Her  children  were  May,  Fred,  Cora, 
Minnie,  Rose,  Frank  and  Lois.  To  James  M.  and 
Lois  Samson  were  born  nine  children  : ( 1 ) Sallie  D., 
horn  at  Starrucca,  is  the  wife  of  William  Myrick, 
of  Sherman,  Wayne  county,  and  they  have  had 
three  children,  Lucy,  John  and  Vena,  the  eldest  now 
the  wife  of  Alvin  Fuller,  of  Deposit.  X.  Y.  (2) 
Milton,  born  in  Starrucca,  in  1853,  married  Han- 
nah Marks,  of  Galilee,  Wayne  county,  resides  in 
Scott  township,  and  has  two  children,  Ruth  and 
Robert.  (3)  W.  E.,  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  the 
family.  (4;  Rose,  born  at  Hales  Eddy,  X.  Y.,  in 
1857,  married  George  L.  Sands,  of  Hancock,  X.  Y., 
and  died  in  1897.  leaving  a husband  and  five  chil- 
dren, Clinton,  Howard,  William,  Georgie  and 
Dorothy.  (5)  George  R.,  born  in  Wayne  county, 
in  1859,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  the  stone  quarry 
business  at  Stevens  Point,  Penn.  He  married  Leora 
Cook,  of  that  place,  and  has  five  children,  Harry, 
Ralph,  Mabel,  Archie  and  Georgie.  (6)  Xellie, 
born  at  Starrucca,  in  1861,  first  married  Alvin 
Xewman,  of  Otsego,  X.  Y.,  and  after  his  death 
married  Jesse  Scott,  of  Meridale.  Delaware  Co., 
X.  Y..  by  whom  she  has  two  daughters,  Grace  and 
Iva.  (7)  Cora  died  at  the  age  of  two  months.  (8) 
Minnie  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  (q)  James 
H.  died  at  .the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years. 

W.  E.  Samson  was  reared  in  Starrucca,  and 
after  attending  the  public  schools  of  that  place  for 
a few  years  was  a student  in  the  Pleasant  Mount 
Academy  for  two  terms.  During  the  year  1S77  l'e 
began  his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
W.  W.  Mumford.  of  Starrucca,  where  he  remained 
for  two  and  one-half  years,  and  in  May,  18S0,  he  ac- 
cepted a position  in  the  store  of  J.  L.  Morgan  & 
Brother,  at  Pleasant  Mount,  in  whose  employ  he 
has  since  remained.  For  several  vears  he  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  their  general  mercantile 
establishment,  and  has  the  entire  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  members  of  the  firm.  In  1883  he  pur- 
chased a house  and  lot  in  the  place,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  Mr.  Samson  has  for  years 
been  a great  admirer  and  breeder  of  fine  poultry, 
his  favorites  being  the  Silver  Wyandottes,  which 
he  ships  to  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union,  lie 
has  exhibited  at  the  leading  shows,  Madison 
Square,  Xew  York,  Boston,  etc.,  and  has  taken 
some  of  the  best  prizes  offered. 

Mr.  Samson  was  married,  in  Xovember,  1881, 
to  Miss  Dora  Llovd,  of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county. 
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a daughter  of  Anthony  and  Martha  Lloyd,  former- 
ly of  Colchester,  N.  Y.  One  child  graces  this 
union:  James  Lynn,  who  was  born  in  18S4,  and  is 
now  attending  the  Pleasant  Mount  Academy.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  take  a leading  part  in  all  Church  work, 
and  Mr.  Samson  has  held  the  positions  of  class- 
leader,  Bible  class  teacher  and  steward.  Fraternal- 
ly he  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Thomp- 
son, and  to  the  Knights  of  Honor.  Being  a strong 
Temperance  man,  he  is  unswerving  in  his  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
and  his  influence  is  great  and  always  for  good  in 
the  community  where  he  has  now  made  his  home 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  is  treasurer  of  the 
Village  Improvement  Association,  and  he  is  al- 
ways numbered  among  the  most  valued  and  useful 
citizens  of  the  town. 


P.  R.  CROSS  is  a typical  well-to-do  farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county, 
whose  success  in  life  may  be  attributed  to  his  per- 
severance, untiring  enterprise,  resolute  purpose  and 
commendable  zeal,  and  his  actions  have  always 
been  guided  by  an  honesty  of  purpose  that  none 
have  questioned. 

Mr.  Cross  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  is  a grandson  of  Thomas 
Cross,  a native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  who 
was  married  in  his  native  place,  and  continued  to 
make  his  home  there  until  after  the  birth  of  some  of 
his  children.  In  1832,  with  his  family,  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  what 
is  now  Dreher  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  an  agriculturist. 
Besides  Abram,  our  subject's  father,  he  had  children 
as  follows:  Anthony,  who  is  deceased;  Mary  Ann 
(widow  of  Simon  Dilworth),  who  lives  at  Denver, 
"Colo.;  Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Nathaniel  Martin, 
a farmer  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county:  William  B., 
deceased;  and  Thomas  Nathan,  a farmer  of  Greene 
township,  Pike  county. 

Abram  Cross,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  July  20,  1828,  and  was 
four  years  old  when  brought  hv  his  parents  to 
America.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in 
Wayne  county,  and  when  a young  man  he  went  to 
Easton,  Penn.,  and  for  fourteen  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  one  man,  Peter  Uhler,  first  on  the  Dela- 
ware & Raritan  canal,  later  on  the  Morris  & Essex, 
and  the  last  few  years  on  the  Lehigh  canal.  Com- 
mencing as  hoy,  driving  for  six  dollars  per  month, 
he  rose  in  time  to  captain,  being  engaged  as  such 
some  ten  years,  and  the  last  year  received  Si, 000 
for  the  season.  Returning  to  Wayne  county,  he 
purchased  a farm  in  Dreher  township,  hut  some 
time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  ( ireene  town- 
ship, I’ikc  county,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For 
two  years  he  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
pottery-ware,  a good  qualitv  of  clav  having  been 
found  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  but  when 


the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  it  was  never  re- 
built owing  to  a disagreement  among  the  stock- 
holders, though  the  venture  had  proved  a success. 
In  Wayne  county  Mr.  Cross  married  Miss  Susan 
Hazelton,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and  a daughter 
of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Thorp)  Hazelton.  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land. Mr.  Cross  died  February  14,  1894,  his  wife 
on  February  24,  189S.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
in  their  family,  the  others  being  Thomas  Wesley, 
a farmer  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county;  Eliza 
J.,  wife  of  F.  Y.  McMunn,  living  at  Campbell  Hill, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Anthony,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years ; Abram  L.,  a lumber  inspector  at 
Austin,  Potter  Co.,  Penn.;  Friend,  a resident  of 
Dunmore.  Penn.;  and  Lafayette,  who  is  living  with 
our  subject,  and  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  East 
Sterling  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Mr.  Cross  was  a 
charter  member  of  Wallen  Paupack  Lodge  No.  478, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  a Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment. but  he  neither  sought  nor  held  public  office. 

P.  R.  Cross  was  born  in  Sterling  (now  Dreher) 
township,  Wayne  .county,  July  20,  1863,  but  was 
reared  in  Greene  township.  Pike  county,  and  in  the 
schools  of  that  locality  began  his  education.  He 
also  attended  Waymart  Academy  for  one  term,  and 
the  Telegraphic  Institute  of  Philadelphia  for  one 
year.  After  the  completion  of  his  education  he  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  school  for  five  years, 
in  Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  and  then  bought  a 
partially  improved  tract  of  173  acres  of  land  in  Pal- 
myra township,  Pike  county,  on  which  he  has  since 
followed  general  farming  with  marked  success.  He 
is  also  quite  extensively  interested  in  lumbering, 
being  a silent  partner  in  the  Hazelton  & Kipp  Lum- 
ber Co.,  who  own  the  timber  on  2.700  acres  of  land 
and  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed  lum- 
ber. turning  out  about  one  million  feet  annually, 
umbrella  handles,  dowells,  etc. ; they  give  steady 
employment  to  about  twenty  men,  and  last  year 
(1898)  paid  out  some  ten  thousand  dollars  to  their 
help.  In  addition  to  his  interest  in  this  concern,  Mr. 
Cross  follows  lumbering  on  a tract  of  Ins  own,  and 
has  in  all  about  500  acres  of  land  in  Pike  countv, 
much  of  which  is  covered  with  a fine  growth  of 
timber,  while  fifty  acres  are  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  also  conducts  a store,  selling  gro- 
ceries. feed  and  flour. 

On  May  28.  1885,  at  Factoryville,  Wyoming 
Co.,  Penn..  Mr.  Cross  was  married,  by  J.  II.  Harris, 
V.  D.  M.,  to  Miss  Minnie  Easley,  who  was  born 
October  4,  1866.  Her  parents,  David  and  Rosie 
( Piper)  Basley,  were  natives  of  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  and  now  make  their  home  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county.  Their  other  children  are  Harry, 
a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; William,  of 
Freyton.  Lackawanna  county;  Georgie  E.,  who 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship. Pike  county  : and  Hattie,  who  is  living  with  her 
grandmother  in  Monroe  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cross  have  an  interesting  family  of  five  children. 
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wliose  names  and  dates  of  birth  arc  as  follows: 
Oscar  C.,  April  20,  1S86;  Carl  P.,  September  16, 

1 JS87 : Homer  H.,  .May  16,  1889;  Susie  Myrtle,  April 
i/i  1891 ; and  Raymond  E.,  Uecember  14,  1892. 

Socially,  Mr.  Cross  is  identified  with  the  Pa- 
triotic Order  Sons  of  America,  Washington  Camp 
No.  279,  at  Sterling,  Wayne  county;  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Wallen  Paupack 
Lodge  N'o.  478,  at  Newfoundland,  Wayne  county. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a Republican,  and  his 
fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability, 
have  called  him  to  office,  he  having  served  as  town 
clerk  for  one  term,  as  assessor  two  terms,  and  at 
the  present  time  he  is  justice  of  the  peace.  I11  Feb- 
ruary, 1899,  he  was  elected  township  auditor  for 
three  years ; also  in  August,  1899,  was  elected  one 
of  the  seven  county  committeemen,  receiving  the 
largest  number  of  votes  cast  at  that  election  of  four- 
teen candidates  that  were  running;  .was  also  nom- 
inated for  county  treasurer  on  the  Republican  tick- 
et, but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority  in  a strongly 
Democratic  district. 

B.  F.  HOLBERT,  a representative  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Matamoras,  belongs  to  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  Pike  county.  His 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Holbert,  was  born  in  Lacka- 
waxen  township,  Pike  county,  December  25,  1781, 
and  married  Mary  Ryder,  born  July  24,  1782. 
They  reared  a large  family  of  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth,  born  May  26,  1799,  died  in  infancy. 
William,  born  April  17,  1801,  lived  at  Indian  Or- 
chard, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Joseph,  born  March  2, 
1803.  was  the  father  of  George  Holbert,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere.  James  R.,  born  April  4,  1805, 
died  young.  Catherine,  born  July  18,  1806, 

did  not  marry.  Margaret  Ann,  born  April 
3,  1809.  Martha  Ann,  born  November  7, 

1812,  married  John  Barnes.  Stephen  D.,  born  , 
February  14,  1815,  was  killed  when  a young  man. 
Benjamin  F.,  born  March  17,  1817,  did  not  marry; 
he  lived  in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county. 
Mary,  born  March  15,  1819,  married  II.  B.  Rose, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Westfall  township,  Pike 
county.  Frederick,  born  November  26,  1822.  is 
mentioned  below.  Albert  J.,  born  August  22,  1825, 
and  who  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Lackawaxen 
township,  married  Phoebe  Shinier,  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  The  grandmother  died  July  25,  1843,  the 
grandfather  on  May  4.  1856. 

Frederick  Holbert,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  at  Westeolang,  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county,  and  in  that  township  spent  his  entire  life  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Pole,  a native  of  Connecticut. born  in  November. 
1824.  and  she  is  still  living  at  Westeolang,  but  his 
death  occurred  August  13,  1891.  lie  was  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  had  many  friends 
throughout  the  county.  B.  F.  Holbert.  our  subject, 
is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  twelve 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Albert,  born 

in  1848,  and  Emma,  born  in  1849,  both  died  when 


young;  F.  J.  is  the  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Delaware 
House,”  a summer  hotel  at  Lackawaxen,  Penn. ; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Van  Wagener,  a resi- 
dent of  Rowland,  Lackawaxen  township;  Calvin 
died  in  infancy ; Philena  is  the  wife  of  Eugene 
Poole,  of  New  York  City;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Alfed  Dailey,  a railroad  employe  living  at  Mata- 
moras, Penn.;  Rolandus  is  the  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Tyler,  of  Lackawaxen;  Ferdinandus  married  Kate 
Comfort,  and  lives  at  Westeolang;  Louis  N.,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawaxen  township,  married  Dottie 
Eldred ; and  Arthur  D.  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 

B.  F.  Holbert,  our  subject,  is  a native  of  Lack- 
awaxen township,  Pike  county,  born  May  15,  1S51, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  he  was  married,  July  2,  1872,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Furman,  who  was  born  September  20,  1850, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Phoebe  (Van  Wagener) 
Furman,  natives  of  Ulster  county  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  two  children : Candace,  born 

Julv  5,  1874,  is  telegrapher  and  stenographer  for 
R.  H.  D.  Siedenburg  & Co.,  Cotton  Exchange,  New 
York  City;  Otis  R.,  born  July  13.  1875,  married 
Clara  Buchanan,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y..  and  has  one 
child,  Earl  B.  In  early  life  Mr.  Holbert  followed 
1 lumbering  in  Lackawaxen  township,  but  in  1882 
lie  moved  with  his  family  to  Matamoras  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  with 
which  he  is  still  connected.  lie  has  always  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  while  a resident  of  Lackawaxen  town- 
ship served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of 
constable  eleven  years,  and  collector  six  years,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  their  entire  satisfaction. 
Fraternallv  he  is  a member  of  the  Erotherhood  of 
Railroad  Trainmen,  also  of  the  A.  L.  of  II.  Re- 
ligiouslv  his  wife  and  daughter  hold  membership 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  while  socially  the  family  is 
one  of  prominence  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home. 

William  Holbert,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  FTolland,  in  1751-  and  married 
Marv  Showers,  of  the  same  place,  born  in  1752. 
Thev  came  to  America  in  1773  and  settled  at  Indian 
Orchard,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In  1775  the  Indians 
took  him  and  a few  other  families,  and  after  burn- 
ing their  buildings  took  them  to  the  Forks,  now 
known  as  Hancock,  where  they  placed  the  women 
and  children  in  a canoe  and  let  them  go.  Ihey 
came  down  to  the  barracks  at  Minisink,  known  now 
as  Carpenter's  Point.  The  Indians  to>  >k  the  men  on 
west  to  what  is  now  known  as  Oneida,  but  they 
succeeded  in  getting  away  from  their  captors,  and 
returned  to  the  barracks.  When  Independence  was 
declared  the  Holberts  went  to  Lackawaxen  and 
bought  the  river  tlats  of  Widow  Jones  at  sixpence 
an  acre,  and  then  followed  farming  and  lumbering, 
i Mr.  Holbert  furnished  the  lumber  for  the  old  Tren- 
i ton  bridge  at  Trenton,  N.  T.,  in  1S03.  He  died  in 
1813.  his  wife  in  1832,  leaving  two  children,  Ben- 
‘ jamin  and  Joseph. 
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ELBERTE  E.  WEED,  a representative  farmer 
and  also  a well-known  contractor  and  builder  of 
Wayne  county,  resides  on  the  old  Weed  homestead 
at  Canaan  Corners,  where  he  was  born  January  25, 
1845,  a son  ot"  Smith  and  Louisa  (Roadley)  Weed, 
the  former  a native  of  Horse  Neck,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
latter  of  Branford,  Conn.  Both  died  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  is  now  living,  the  father  in  Sep- 
tember, 1876,  aged  sixty-five  years,  the  mother  in 
May,  188S,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Canaan  Corners  ceme-. 
tery.  The  father  was  killed  by  falling  from  a hay 
rigging,  running  a sharp  stick  into  a blood  vessel, 
and  dying  the  same  night.  He  was  a good  mechan- 
ic, serving  as  boss  carpenter  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  during  the  construction  of 
their  road  in  1828,  and  he  also  engaged  in  general 
contracting  and  building.  Politically  he  was  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  religiously  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  wife  also  belonged.  To  them  were  born 
two  children : Elberte  E. ; and  Louisa,  wife  of  Hen- 
ry Sampson,  an  employe  of  the  D.  & LI.  R.  R.,  with 
residence  in  Waymart. 

The  father  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Charlotte  Boertre,  of  Sterling,  Penn.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  Robert  E.  and  Frank- 
lin H.  (twins).  The  former  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
D.  &.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  the  latter  was  instantly 
killed  by  the  boiler  of  his  engine  blowing  up  while 
he  was  serving  as  engineer  for  that  company.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  also  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  Elisha  Fobes,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children,  Lydia  A.,  who  married  James 
Pugh,  of  New  York  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; and 
John  E.  (also  deceased). 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Abraham  and  Olive  (Price)  Lloadlev,  who  were 
married  April  10,  1792,  and  came  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, in  1823,  spending  their  last  days  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, where  the  grandfather  engaged  in  farming. 
Their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Canaan  Corners 
cemetery.  They  had  eight  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Lucrctia  (Mrs. 
Squire  Day),  February,  1793;  John.  P.,  December 
23,  1794;  Miles,  September  4,  1796;  Mrs.  Polly 
Lindslev,  June  17,  1798:  Abigail  B.,  July  27,  1800; 
Betsy,  July  29,  1802;  Lydia  Charlotte  (Mrs.  Will- 
iam Covert).  June  25,  1S05;  and  Louisa  A.  (Hod- 
ley)  Weed,  December  5,  1809. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  upon  his  present  farm  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  in  the  transportation  de- 
partment, for  two  years.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  for  three  terms  in  the  Henry  street 
grammar  school  of  New  York  City,  and  then  com- 
menced clerking  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  John  E. 
Seward,  at  Long  Island,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  After  a few  years  spent  at  home,  he  again 
entered  the  service  of  the  railroad  company,  as  fire- 
man with  his  brother,  filling  that  position  for  six 


years.  Since  then  he  has  lived  uninterruptedly  upon 
the  old  homestead,  and  in  connection  with  the  culti- 
vation of  his  land  he  works  at  the  carpenter's  trade. 
In  his  undertakings  he  has  met  with  a well-merited 
success. 

In  New  York  City,  April  20,  1871,  Mr.  Weed 
was  married,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Wetherell,  an  Episcopal 
minister,  to  Miss  Frances  W.  Dudley,  and  they  have 
two  children,  May  L.  and  Clarence  D.,  both  at  home. 
Mrs.  Weed  was  born  January  14,  1848,  in  Manches- 
ter, England,  a daughter  of  Ellis  W.  aiid  Mary  A. 
(Taylor)  Dudley,  who  on  June  14,  1848,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  New  York  City, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
called  from  this  life.  The  father,  who  was  a harness 
maker  by  trade,  died  in  August,  188S,  aged  seven- 
tv-two  years,  the  mother  on  March  28,  1855,  aged 
thirty-two,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood 
cemetery.  New  York.  The  former  was  an  Episco- 
palian in  religious  belief,  while  the  latter  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their 
children  were:  Frances  W.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Ellis  E.,  a harness  maker,  of  New  York  City;  Car- 
rie, also  a resident  of  that  place;  and  John  T.,  who 
is  in  the  government  employ  in  New  lork.  Mrs. 
Weed's  paternal  great-grandfather,  Gilbert  R..  Dud- 
ley, Sr.,  always  remained  in  England,  as  did  also 
the  grandfather,  Gilbert  Dudley,  Jr.,  who  was  a bar- 
rister. He  married  Mary  Williams,  who  was  born 
in  England,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  The  maternal 
grandparents,  Ralph  and  Fannie  Taylor,  made  their 
home  in  Chathill,  England,  near  the  border  of  Scot- 
land, where  they  had  large  landed  interests. 

Mr.  Weed  is  a sincere  and  worthy  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  work,  and  has  served  as  trustee  since  18S2. 
The  Prohibition  party  always  finds  in  him  a stanch 
supporter,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a 
number  of  official  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  hav- 
ing been  justice  of  the  peace  five  years,  and  audi- 
tor, assessor  and  overseer  of  the  poor  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

JOITN  W.  BIDWELL,  a well-known  farmer 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the 
honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  his  devotion  to  his 
country  being  tested  not  only  by  service  on  the  field 
of  battle,  but  in  the  still  more  deadly  dangers  of  a 
Southern  prison. 

This  gallant  soldier  is  descended  from  good 
old  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather,  Ephraim 
Bidwcll,  having  valiantly  fought  for  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies.  He  was  a pioneer  of  Wayne 
county,  having  in  1S00  located  in  the  central  part 
of  Salem  township,  and  later  purchased  land  on 
what  is  now  known  as  Bidwell  Hill,  where  his 
death  occurred.  From  the  virgin  forest  he  de- 
veloped a farm,  and  built  thereon  his  cabin  home. 
II is  burial  place,  though  not  exactly  located,  is  on 
the  John  Watson  farm,  near  Ilamlinton,  Wayne 
county.  He  married  Dorcas  Andrews  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Luther,  who 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


901 


made  his  home  in  Salem  township;  Jabez,  who  died 
in  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his  home  after 
the  age'  of  sixteen  years;  Orin,  an  extensive  lumber- 
man of  Salem  township,  now  deceased ; and  Ashbel, 
our  subject's  father. 

Ashbel  Bidwell,  the  only  one  of  the  family  born 
in  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
December  7,  1802,  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
with  no  opportunities  of  gaining  an  education,  as 
there  were  no  district  schools  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania at  that  time.  For  many  years  he  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  but  in  1858  sold 
the  place  and  removed  to  Nebraska.  Subsequently 
he  returned  to  Wayne  county  and  bought  a farm 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Salem  township.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Griffin,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and-  a 
daughter  of  William  M.  Griffin,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Julia,  wife 
of  T.  W.  Conklin,  of  Nebraska ; John  W.,  of  this 
sketch;  S.  L.,  deceased;  Orlando,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  George  M.,  a farmer  of  Salem  town- 
ship. 

John  W.  Bidwell  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
April  13,  1S42,  and  like  other  country  boys  attend- 
e'd  the  common  schools  in  winter  and  assisted  in 
farm  work  during  the  summer  months.  On  Au- 
gust 9,  1862,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  enlisted 
for  nine  months  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  re-enlisted  in  Company  L, 
2nd  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery.  He  was  in  the 
engagements  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  at  the  explosion  of  the  mine  before  Petersburg, 
where  all  of  the  commissioned  officers  were  either 
wounded  or  taken  prisoners,  and  Mr.  Bidwell  was 
given  temporary  charge  of  his  company;  he  was 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  and 
with  his  regiment  was  detailed  for  duty  on  the 
Weldon  railroad.  Returning  to  Virginia,  they  were 
ordered  across  the  James  river  to  capture  several 
small  forts,  and  while  making  a charge  noon  one  of 
these  Mr.  Bidwell  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  first 
taken  to  Libby  prison,  then  to  Belle  Isle,  and  for 
six  months  was  confined  within  the  stockade  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.  He  endured  almost  every  con- 
ceivable hardship;  the  prisoners  burrowed  in  the 
ground  to  find  protection  from  the  rain  and  sun ; 
were  given  but  little  food ; and  great  numbers  died 
from  privations.  About  this  time  10,000  Northern 
prisoners  were  placed  in  this  pen,  and  at  the  end  of 
five  months  only  4.500  were  alive.  While  in  per- 
fect health  our  subject  weighs  nearly  200  pounds, 
but  at  this  time  his  weight  was  reduced  to  seventy-  1 
five.  In  March,  1865,  he  returned  home,  and  three 
months  later  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
United  States  service. 

At  his  father’s  death  Mr.  Bidwpll  received  sev- 
enty-five acres  of  the  old  homestead,  most  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  and  here  he  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  March  13, 
1867,  in  Salem  township,  he  was  married,  bv  Rev. 
Harvey,  to  Miss  Adclia  Loring,  a daughter  of  Lu- 
ther and  Maria  (Crone)  Loring,  the  former  a na- 


tive of  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of  Pike 
county,  Penn.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Louis  and  Mercy  (Youngs)  Crone,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Titusville,  Penn.,  the  latter  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bid- 
well  have  been  born  two  children:  David  V ..  born 
January  28,  1S68,  is  now  postmaster  at  Arlington, 
Penn. ; and  Alice  L.,  born  May  28,  1S70,  is  a millin- 
er at  Honesdale.  They  also  have  an  adopted  son, 
Stacy  L.,  a child  of  Sephronus  Bidwell,  deceased, 
who  was  taken  into  their  home  when  a little  child. 

Mr.  Bidwell  has  always  been  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  has  held  the  offices  of  school  director 
and  inspector  of  elections.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  class- 
leader,  trustee  and  steward ; while  socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Prisoners  of 
War.  As  a public-spirited  citizen  he  is  thoroughly 
interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral, 
intellectual  and  material  welfare  of  tlie  community, 
and  as  a friend  and  neighbor  he  is  worthy  of  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

JAMES  PIATT,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  is  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  of  that  locality, 
and  is  recognized  as  an  able  and  successful  manager 
of  large  enterprises,  having  been  frequently  called 
upon  to  take  charge  of  various  important  business 
interests  for  others.  He  is  a man  of  fine  mental 
'ability,  possessing  a remarkable  memory,  and  his 
untiring  industry  has  enabled  him  to  accomplish 
much  in  his  chosen  line  of  effort. 

The  Piatt  family  is  of  French  origin,  the  first 
of  the  name  to  come  to  America  having  been  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  This  wor- 
thy pioneer  settled  in  New  Jersey  early  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
there,  following  the  weaver’s  trade.  Our  subject’s 
great-grandfather  also  resided  in  New  Jersey,  and 
engaged  in  weaving  as  an  occupation.  He  married 
Miss  Ann  Harrison,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  had 
four  sons:  Isaiah,  Charles,  Asa  and  Ephraim.  Asa 

Piatt,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  married  Miss  Diana  Prost,  also  a 
native  of  that  State.  He  died  in  the  West,  while 
on  an  extended  trip.  She  subsequently  married 
Louis  Fortner,  and  after  his  death  formed  a third 
matrimonial  union,  with  Matthias  Mount,  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  She  passed  away  in  Danby, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 
Her  two  children,  both  by  her  first  marriage,  were 
Nancy,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Christopher  P., 
our  subject’s  father. 

The  late  Christopher  P.  Piatt  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  accompanied  his  mother  to  a new  home 
in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y..  in  1804,  being  then  a 
1 small  child.  In  early  manhood  he  was  married 
| there  to  Miss  Rebecca  Morris,  a native  of  New 
1 Jersey.  Her  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Me- 
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Kelvy)  Morris,  were  natives  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, respectively,  were  married  in  .\ew  Jersey,  and 
settled  m Tompkins  county,  X.  V.,  in  1806.  (Jur 
.subject's  father  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  for 
many,  years  he  carried  on  farming  on  an  extensive 
scale,  in  politics  lie  was  a Democrat,  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  ! 
Church,  being"  much  esteemed  in  the  community 
where  they  made  their  home,  lie  died  December 
14,  1889,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  and  his  wife  1 
passed  away  September  25,  1887,  aged  ninety-four.  1 
Of  their  large  family  of  children,  the  eldest,  Asa,  born 
December  13,  1821,  married  Aliss  Martha  Jones, 
and  settled  in  Southport,  X.  V.,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming;  John  M.,  born  January  g,  1823,  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Mingos,  and  is  now  a retired 
farmer,  residing  at  Towanda,  Penn. ; Janies,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below  ;Matthias  M.,  1 
born  July  26,  1826,  married  Mrs.  Ann  Reynolds, 
and  settled  at  Franklin,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a blacksmith;  Arad,  born  June  21,  ' 
1829,  died  in  1851,  unmarried;  Mary  A.,  born  April 
6,  1831,  is  the  widow  of  Lucius ■Wadham,  and  re-  | 
sides  at  Dauby,  X.  Y. ; Dinah,  born  April  17,  ( 
1833,  married  Josiah  Griffin,  a farmer  near  W'clls- 
boro,  Penn.;  Christopher  P.,  born  January  6,  1835,  ' 
was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  while  held  as  a prisoner  by  the  enemy ; 1 
Miss  Charlotte  A.,  born  December  14,  1837,  resides 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Tompkins  county,  New 
York. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  25,  1824,  at  ! 
the  old  home  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  : 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  farm  and  blacksmith  shop.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  went  to  Greene  county,  X.  Y.,  to  ; 
learn  the  tanner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
about  a quarter  of  a century  at  various  places,  and 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  that  period  he  was  fore- 
man in  different  tanneries.  In  1854  he  removed 
to  \\  ayne  county  to  take  charge  of  L.  A.  Robin- 
son's establishment  at  Middle  Valley,  Cherry  Ridge  j 
township,  and  after  eight  years  there  took  charge 
of  another  plant  at  Dunning,  Penn.,  for  the  same 
firm.  There  he  spent  two  years,  and  later  he  was  j 
employed  for  two  years  as  foreman  for  Alva  Dever-  j 
aux,  at  Deposit,  X.  Y.  lie  then  retired  to  his  t 
present  farm,  which  he  purchased  in  1S5S.  It  con-  ; 
tains  210  acres  of  excellent  land,  well  adapted  to 
general  crops,  and  he  keeps  it  in  a high  state  of  cul-  j 
tivation.  In  1896  a fire  destroyed  his  dwelling  j 
house  and  contents,  including  a valuable  library, 
but  he  intends  to  build  a new  residence  on  the  old 
site.  Mr.  Piatt  has  always  taken  keen  interest  in  j 
public  questions,  and  he  has  been  a supporter  of  1 
the  Republican  party  ever  since  its  “organization,  \ 
but  he  has  steadfastly  declined  to  appear  as  a can- 
didate for  any  official  position.  In  religious  faith  j 
he  is  a Methodist,  and  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Church  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

On  July  17,  1850,  our  subject  was  married,  in 
Greene  county,  X.  Y.,  by  Rev.  Alfred  X.  Gardiner,  I 


a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Hanson, 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  six  children:  (i) 

Albert  J.,  born  September  10.  1851,  is  a farmer  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county.  He  mar- 
ried Aliss  Ellen  J.  Rcilcy,  and  has  five  children, 
James,  William  H.,  Alary  E.,  Rebecca  Y.  and  Al- 
bert. (2)  William  FI.,  born  August  20,  1853.  mar- 
ried Aliss  Alary  C.  Doyle,  who  died  Alay  18,  1887, 
aged  thirty-one  years  and  eighteen  days.  They 
had  three  children,  Sarah  E.,  Rebecca  C.  and  Char- 
lotte A.,  who  reside  with  their  grandfather.  (3; 
Catherine  R.,  born  Alay  31.  1856,  died  Alay  1,  1S57. 
(_4)  Lyman  L.,  borii  Alay  28,  1859,  died  September 
15,  1884,  unmarried.  (5)  John  C..  born  June  5, 
1862,  is  not  married,  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
father.  (6)  Rebecca  C.,  born  Alay  8,  1865,  died 
December  14.  1879. 

Airs.  Piatt,  who  proved  herself  a true  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  July  2,  1825,  in  Greene 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  died  April  9,  1895.  Her  father, 
Samuel  Hanson,  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1857,  when  he  was  aged  sixty  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Jones,  was  born 
in  England,  and  came  to  America  in  1S18  with  an 
uncle,  and  she  survived  her  husband  about  three 
years,  dying  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Airs. 
Piatt  was  the  eldest  in  their  family,  the  others 
being:  Henry,  who  resides  in  Alinnesota;  Will- 

iam, a resident  of  Poynette,  Wis. ; Sarah,  wife  of 
Daniel  Cross,  of  Whitewater,  Wis. ; Abba,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  Chapman,  of  Whitewater,  Wis. ; Lucinda, 
wife  of  John  Beach,  of  Alinnesota;  Alartha,  wife 
of  Romain  Huff,  of  Xorth  Dakota;  and  Rebecca, 
who  married  Daniel  Guptill,  of  Alinnesota. 

FRAXK  J.  BELCHER,  the  second  of  three 
enterprising  and  indefatigable  brothers  who  went 
to  Alaska  and  the  Klondike  gold  fields,  was  born 
February  19,  1870,  in  Gibson  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  a son  of  William  E.  Belcher,  a well- 
known  farmer.  Flis  education  was  received  in  part 
at  the  district  schools,  which  during  1890  and  1891 
was  supplemented  by  two  terms  at  Stratton's  Busi- 
ness College,  Chicago. 

At  the  age  at"  seventeen  years  Air.  Belcher  com- 
menced business  life,  for  a time  working  on  a farm, 
but  chiefly  employing  his  time  at  carpentry  in  Sus- 
quehanna and  Lackawanna  counties.  Later  he  took 
up  contracting,  and  so  continued  until  August,  1894, 
at  which  time  he  sc-t  out  for  that  then  almost  unex- 
plored Territory,  Alaska,  landing  the  following 
September  at  Juneau,  Alaska.  Here  he  remained 
until  Alarch.  1895.  occupying  his  time  chiefly  in 
cutting  wood  by  the  cord,  and  working  out  by  the 
day  in  the  mines.  In  Alarch,  T895.  'ie  pushed  on 
to  Circle  City,  about  011c  thousand  miles  from  Ju- 
neau. arriving  at  bis  destination  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  following  ATae.  From  there  he  set  out  for  the 
Birch  Creek  mines,  some  eighty  miles  distant,  and  at 
this  place  contracted  to  represent  a claim  for  a half- 
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interest  belonging'  to  other  parties.  Here  within  two  | 
months  Mr.  Belcher  became  the  owner  of  half-inter- 
ests in  three  adjoining  claims,  and  came  to  be  con- 
sidered the  leader  and  the  most  successful  who  en- 
tered the  Birch  Creek  mining  district  that  year. 

'[  hat  season  they  had  to  whip-saw  all  their  lumber, 
and  bring  their  supplies  from  Circle  City,  ‘‘pack- 
ing” them  on  their  backs — and  this  on  a rugged 
perilous  journey  of  eighty  miles. 

Next  year  (1896)  Mr.  Belcher  secured  inter- 
ests in  four  other  creeks  or  gulches,  also  in  a store, 
which  latter,  however,  he  did  not  hold  very  long, 
preferring  to  sell  out  so  that  lie  might  the  better  be 
enabled  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  his  mining  in- 
trests.  During  most  part  of  this  summer  he  was  laid 
up  with  blood  poisoning  in  his  right  hand. 

At  this  period  in  the  history  of  Alaska  there  was 
no  real  municipal  government,  merely  a sort  of  au- 
tonomy, and  there  were  no  educational  institutions ; 
so  the  citizens  of  Circle,  during  the  winter  of  1S95- 
96,  established  a free  school,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment supplying  the  teachers.  Mr.  Belcher  took  a 
lively  interest  in  that  and  every  other  movement, 
and  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  school  board. 
Being  a recognized  leader,  he  also  frequently  acted 
as  judge,  for  this  little  "self-government”  held  its 
own  courts. 

In  the  fall  of  1S96  our  subject  sent  a man  to 
the  Klondike  to  invest ; but  hearing  nothing  from 
him,  he  on  February  4,  1S97,  started  out  himself, 
traveling  some  400  miles  on  the  ice  up  the  Yukon 
river,  and  on  his  arrival  at  the  Klondike  he  found 
that  this  man  had  purchased  a claim  on  Bonanza 
creek.  Selling  this,  our  subject  bought  a claim  on 
Eldorado  creek,  running  in  debt  $18,000,  to  be  paid 
in  ninety-five  days.  Although  it  was  winter-time, 
he  worked  the  claim  right  along,  and  so  successfully 
that  at  the  end  of  ninety  days  he  was  able  to  pav  off 
the  indebtedness.  Here  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  reported  "dead  sick"  all  summer.  Not  re- 
covering sufficiently  to  be  moved  to  the  steamer 
before  the  close  of  navigation,  he  was  compelled  to 
remain  in  the  country  another  winter,  and  in  a short 
time  was  taken  with  scurvey  and  inflammation  of 
the  kidneys,  which  kept  him  confined  to  his  bed 
until  March  of  the  following  year  (1898);  in  the 
meantime  he  had  been  given  up  by  his  physician. 
His  expenses  during  his  first  illness  averaged  $70 
per  day.  In  September,  1898,  lie  left  Dawson  to 
bring  home  his  younger  brother,  who  had  just  been 
stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  from  home  went  to  Eng-  ! 
land  on  business,  and  in  February  once  more  set 
out  for  the  Klondike,  his  interests  there  at  this  time 
requiring  his  personal  attention.  On  this  trip  he 
had  to  travel  over  the  frozen  snow,  about  fioo  miles,  : 
with  dog-sleighs,  making  the  distance  in  twelve  ' 
days.  In  November.  1899,  he  once  more  came  to 
his  old  home  in  South  Gibson,  renn.,  where  he  is  ; 
at  present  sojourning.  It  is  his  purpose  to,  in  the 
future,  visit  the  Klondike  every  spring,  and  return 
to  Pennsylvania  each  winter.  He  has  also  interests 
in  Oregon,  and  altogether  has  been  a successful  1 
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man.  He  is  a pronounced  advocate  ot  temperance, 
and  socially  is  modest  and  unassuming. 

Oscar  0.  B elciier,  eldest  brother  of  Frank  J., 
was  born  January  21,  1867,  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  was 
educated  at  the  district  schools,  his  spare  time  being 
occupied  on  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen he  commenced  for  himself,  working  for  farm- 
ers during  the  summer  and  attending  school  in  the 
winter  season,  which  arrangement  continued  about 
three  years.  He  then  took  a three-terms'  course  at 
the  Chili  Seminary,  near  Rochester,  N.  V.,  after 
which  he  clerked  in  a general  store  at  South  Gibson 
some  two  years.  Following  this  he  had  an  interest 
in  a store  at  Forest  City ; then  in  the  spring  of  1891 
he  went  to  Oregon,  where  he  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  land,  and  lived  until  1897.  In  that  year  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Dawson  City  to  join  his  brother  Frank  J. 
in  the  mining  business,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  sev- 
eral promising  claims.  He  is  still  in  the  Klondike 
regions,  and  his  industry  and  perseverance  well 
merit  all  the  success  that  may  come  to  him.  He  has 
lately  recovered  from  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 

Horace  Greeley  Bf.lcher,  the  youngest  of  the 
three  brothers,  was  borii  February  3,  1873,  at  the 
family  home  in  Gibson  township,  and  his  earlier 
education  was  received  at  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  while  at  the  same  time  he  helped  in 
the  working  of  the  home  farm.  He  is  a graduate  of 
the  South  Gibson  high  school,  and  he  also  attended 
the  Keystone  Academy  two  terms.  . At  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  in  the  spring  of  1896,  he  set  out  to 
join  his  brother  Frank  J.  at  Birch  Creek,  where  he 
became  interested  with  the  latter  in  several  Eagle 
Creek  claims.  At  the  end  of  a year,  receiving  the 
sad  intelligence  that  his  brother  Frank  J.  lay  at  the 
point  of  death,  he  hastened  to  Dawson,  after  his- 
brother’s  recovery  becoming  interested  in  various- 
claims,  and  he  has  never  revisited  Eagle  creek.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1898  he  was  taken  very  ill  with 
fever,  and  consequently  returned  to  his  Pennsylvania, 
home;  but  in  the  spring  of  1899  he  once  more  jour- 
neyed to  Dawson,  and  is  living  there  at  the  present 
time. 

ENOS  POTTER,  an  industrious  and  thorough 
farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  may  be 
properly  ranked  among  its  self-made  men,  for  he 
began  1 is  career  in  limited  circumstances,  and  bv 
hard  labor,  perseverance  and  enterprise  has  steadilv 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  representative  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Potter  was  born  in  Middlesex  county. 
Conn.,  September  3,  1S28,  a son  of  Enos  and  Al- 
mira (Pease)  Potter,  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  who 
came  to  Wavne  county,  Penn.,  in  1838,  and  took  up 
their  residence  upon  a farm  in  Salem  township. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was 
first  a Democrat  and  later  a Republican.  He  died 
in  1858,  aged  seventy  years,  his  wife  in  September, 


■ 


■ 


CKJ4 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1856,  aged  fifty  years  and  six  months,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  Salem  cemetery. 
He  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  his  country  in  the 
' war  of  1812,  and  was  the  son  of  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  his  parents  being-  Ezra  and  Ann  Rotter. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fifth  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  the  family,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Mary  A.,  the  widow  of  Gilson  Mitchell,  of  Wayne 
county ; George,  deceased  in  1S95,  who  married 
Maria  Morrison,  also  deceased ; Francis,  who  mar- 
ried and  is  now  deceased ; David,  deceased,  who 
married  Jane  Arnold,  now  a resident  of  Moodus, 
Conn. ; Nancy,  widow  of  Jacob  Burley,  of  Brook- 
lyn, X.  V. ; Anthony,  a carpenter  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
Penn.,  who  married  Julia  Kibltr,  now  deceased,  and 
Dora,  who  married  Ferdinand  Steele,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  now  deceased. 

Until  his  marriage  Enos  Potter  remained  upon 
the  home  farm.  O11  October  17,  1848,  in  Salem 
township,  he  wedded  Miss  Matilda  Mathews,  who 
was  born  in  that  township  February  5,  1827,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Laura  Mathews,  and  died 
April  23,  1890,  being  buried  in  Salem  cemetery. 
The  following  children  came  to  this  union:  Gib- 

son X.,  born  October  11,  1S49,  ’s  deceased;  Fran- 
cis U.,  born  September  19,  1S51,  married  Katie 
Anderson,  and  lives  in  Scranton,  Penn  ; Floratio  G., 
born  March  23,  1853,  married  Emma  Mombecker, 
and  lives  in  Scranton;  Almira  L.,  born  January  20, 
1855,  died  when  young;  Mary  E.,  born  December 
4,  1857,  Charles  W.,  born  February  26,  1859,  Clara 
L.,  born  October  9,  i860,  and  Flora  J.,  born  August 
9,  1864,  all  died  when  young;  Dora  S.,  born  Janu- 
ary 16,  1S67,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Brown,  a farmer 
and  carpenter  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county; 
Clarence  E.,  born  June  23,  1869,  is  a painter  living 
in  Scranton : Elray  C\,  born  October  29,  1870, 
married  Edith  Howe,  and  is  a painter  and  decora- 
tor, residing  at  home.  Air.  Potter  was  again  mar- 
ried, Alarch  30,  1892,  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
county,  his  second  union  being  with  Aiiss  Alary  J. 
Plarrisou,  who  died  Alarch  6,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Wilkes  Barre, 
Pennsylvania. 

After  his  first  marriage,  Air.  Potter  purchased 
thirty-one  acres  of  his  present  farm,  on  which  he 
made  a payment,  but  he  was  twelve  years  in  paying 
off  the  S350  which  it  cost  him.  However,  he  now 
owns  sixty-five  acres,  entirely  free  from  debt  and 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  At  the  time  of 
the  purchase  there  was  an  unfinished  building  stand- 
ing upon  the  place,  but  to-day  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  and  most  desirable  farms  of  the 
locality. 

Oil  November  16,  1862,  Air.  Potior  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  II.  Ste- 
vens, for  nine  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  but 
he  subsequently  re-enlisted,  becoming  a member  of 
the  1 1 2th  P.  Y.  I.,  with  which  he  wa ; mustered  out 
at  Philadelphia,  January  29,  1866.  On  account  of 
lung  trouble  he  was  confined  at  the  hospital  at  City 


Point  for  two  weeks,  and  Alexandria,  Ya..  for  four 
weeks.  O11  rejoining  his  command  he  cooked  for 
the  officers  most  of  the  time- until  finally  discharged 
from  the  service  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  Salem  Lodge.  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in 
religious  connection,  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Fie  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  community,  and  has  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

ANSONT  WHEELER,  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Clinton  township,  has 
throughout  his  entire  life  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  Wayne  county. 

The  first  of  the  Wheeler  family  of  whom  we 
have  authentic  record  was  Benjamin  Wheeler,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  a native  of  Win- 
sted,  Conn.,  and  late  in  life  became  a pioneer  set- 
tler of  Alt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn: 
His  son  Nathan,  also  a native  of  Winsted.  was  mar- 
ried in  Alt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  to 
Emily  Tanner,  of  New  York  State,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children : Anson,  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch;  Heman  J.,  born  in  1831;  Jan- 
ette, widow  of  Jacob  Wagner,  of  Scranton,  Penn.; 
Alman,  a resident  of  Wyoming  Valley,  Penn.;  and 
Sylvester,  of  Port  Jervis,  New  York. 

In  A'lt.  Pleasant  township  Anson  Wheeler  was 
born  Alarch  4,  1829,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
went  to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  for  six  years,  later  following  the 
same  occupation  for  one  and  one-half  years  at  Haw- 
ley, Wayne  county.  He  was  married.  October  21, 
1852,  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  William  Wyatt, 
to  Aiiss  Harriet  C.  Norton,  and  one  daughter  blesses 
this  union,  Sarah  Freeman,  who  was  born  December 
28,  1854,  and  was  married  January  21,  1892,  to 
Henry  C.  Ames,  a banker  of  Waymart,  Wayne 
county.  In  1854  Air.  Wheeler  took  charge  of  a 
shop  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  which 
he  operated  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
laying  aside  all  personal  interests  to  enter  the 
service  of  his  country  as  a member  of  Company  D. 
97th  P.  V.  I.  When  the  war  was  over  he  returned 
to  his  family,  who  were  then  living  in  Waymart, 
and  soon  afterward  purchased  the  A.  W.  Norton 
homestead  in  Clinton  township,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. Air.  Wheeler  is  a stanch  adherent  of  Re- 
publican principles,  and  gives  his  support  to  all 
measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance 
the  general  welfare  or  promote  the  prosperity  of 
his  native  county. 

Airs.  Wheeler  is  also  a representative  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  of  Wayne  county.  Her 
grandfather,  Levi  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Goshen, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Alay  13,  1759,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age  went  as  a substitute  for  his  older  brother 
Samuel  to  defend  New  York,  enlisting  in  the  Light 
Horse,  and  was  a member  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam's 
staff.  When  discharged,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  be 
received  in  return  for  his  services  “pay  certificates.” 
government  scrip  which  was  then  valueless.  In 
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the  qiring  of  1783  lie  went  to  Winchester  township, 
now  West  Winsted,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  300 
acres  of  land.  The  following  year  he  married 
Olive  Wheeler  and  removed  to  his  new  purchase, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1812.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  his  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: W arren  W.,  November  12,  1785;  Alva  W., 

August  10,  1791;  Sheldon,  November  20,  1793; 
Clarissa,  March  28,  1796;  and  Samuel,  June  11, 

1 71,19.  In  company  with  others,  Levi  Norton  came 
to  Pennsylvania  in  September,  1810,  in  search  of  a 
location  far  from  the  severe  Puritanic  rule  of  Con- 
necticut. After  a thorough  examination  of  this 
section  of  the  State  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and 
in  return  for  the  “pay  certificates’’  received  nine 
tracts  of  land  in  what  is  now  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county.  In  i8iT'he  fitted  out  his  son  Alva 
W.  and  started  him  for  his  newly  acquired  prop- 
erty. He  entered  Wayne  county  on  Christmas 
Day.  While  traveling  through  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship he  met  a young  man  who  had  been  sent  out 
with  sheep,  and  together  they  came  to  Clinton 
township,  where  they  built  a cabin  10x12  feet,  near 
where  the  Baptist  Church  now  stands.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  a large  colony  of  Connecticut  peo- 
ple arrived  in  the  county,  including  Levi  Norton  and 
the  remainder  of  .his  family. 

Alva  W.  Norton  received  his  early  instruction 
under  Mr.  Beach,  a Presbyterian  minister.  He 
completed  his  education  at  the  Winsted  high  school, 
where  he  was  fitted  to  become  a civil  engineer,  and 
after  coming  to  Pennsylvania  he  did  considerable 
surveying,  locating  coal  lands  and  new  roads,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  surveyors  sent  out  to  determine 
the  boundary  lines  between  the  counties  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  On  November  21,  1816,  Mr.  Nor- 
ton married  Miss  Sallie  Freeman,  and  to  their  union 
came  the  following  children:  Emily  A.,  born  Oc- 

tober 3,  1817;  Olive  A.,  born  November  20,  1819, 
who  died  July  12,  1890;  Maria  S.,  born  January  5, 
1822,  who  died  November  29,  1S62;  Lucius  F., 
born  February  9,  1824,  who  died  March  12,  1890; 
and  Harriet  C.,  born  June  13,  1827,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  July  5.  1881,  and  the  mother  November  9, 
1S69. 

DA\  ID  M.  STALKER.  The  splendid  farm 
owned  by  this  gentleman  in  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  a standing  monument  to  his  in- 
dustry, perseverance  and  good  management. 

Mr.  Stalker  is  a native  son  of  the  county,  born 
in  Damascus  township,  in  September,  1S61,  and 
Mt.  Pleasant.  Wayne  county,  is  the  birthplace  of 
his  parents,  David  and  Harriet  (Rogis)  Stalker, 
wdio  continued  to  reside  there  for  some  time  after 
their  marriage  anti  then  removed  to  Damascus 
township.  In  the  latter  place  the  father  owned 
property,  which  he  sold  in  1862,  purchasing  an  im- 
proved farm  of  100  acres  in  Manchester  township, 
to  the  further  development  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  good 


results.  Pie  has  erected  upon  the  place  a pleasant 
residence  and  substantial  outbuildings,  and  the  well- 
tilled  fields  testify  to  his  thrift  and  industry.  He 
and  his  wife  still  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
labor,  and  in  their  declining  years  are  surrounded 
by  a loving  family  and  many  friends.  To  this 
worthy  couple  came  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  born  in  Wayne  county : ( 1 ) 

Gordon  S.,  born  in  1854,  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  in  early  life  and  for  some  time  lived  in  the 
oil  regions  of  this  State,  doing  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  erecting  derricks.  He  also  bought  a farm 
in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  upon  which 
he  made  many  improvements  in  the  way  of  build- 
ings, but  later  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  now 
owns  property  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, his  home  being  at  Summit  City.  In  1881  he 
married  a Miss  Bush,  of  Wayne  county,  who  died 
after  a short  married  life,  leaving  one  son,  Royal, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  -a  Michigan 
lady.  (2)  Eugene  S.,  born  in  1858,  married  Mary 
Purdy,  of  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren, Earl  and  Bertha.  He  moved  to  Arkansas, 
later  to  Indian  Territory,  and  then  back  to  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  now  resides.  (3)  David  M.  is  next 
in  the  family.  (4)  Amanda  died  at  die  age  of 
six  years.  (5)  Emma  Viola,  born  in  1865,  is 
with  her  parents.  (6)  Russell  E.,  born  in  1871, 
was  married  in  1896  to  Ella  Skinner,  of  Manches- 
ter township,  by  whom  he  has  one  son.  Arthur  R., 
and  they  now  reside  at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business. 

In  Manchester  township  David  M.  Stalker 
grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
took  charge  of  his  father’s  farm  while  the  latter 
was  in  the  oil  regions,  and  since  then  has  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  In  1883  he  purchased 
sixty-two  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  and  later 
bought  102  acres  of  partially  improved  land  known 
as  the  Weston  farm,  making  in  all  164  acres,  which 
to-day  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved.  In  1S91  he  erected  thereon  a fine  two- 
story  residence,  with  all  modern  improvements,  and 
four  years  later  built  a most  convenient  and  substan- 
tial! barn,  so  that  he  now  owns  one  of  the  hand- 
somest homes  and  best  farms  in  Manchester  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Stalker  was  married,  in  1S86,  to  Miss 
Zelma  Braman,  a daughter  of  Hamilton  and  Jane- 
Braman,  honored  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens 
of  Manchester  township,  and  three  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Reuben  J.,  born  July  21,  1887; 

Gale  H.,  November  7,  1889;  and  Orman  C.,  May 
5,  1895.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  in  the  village  of  Braman.  where  onr  subject 
worked  in  the  brush  handle  factory  for  two  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Long  Eddy.  N.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  in  quarrying  stone  for  two  and  one-half 
.vears.  In  1891  he  located  upon  his  farm,  and  has 
^ince  given  his  attention  to  its  operation.  Through 
his  own  efforts  he  has  become  quite  well-to-do,  and 
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he  always  cheerfully  gives  his  support  to  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  community.  Politically 
lie  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  has  held  ' 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  Manchester  township 
one  term,  and  is  a school  director  at  the  present  ! 
time.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Improved  Or- 
der of  Red  Men,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the 
Farmers’  Alliance  of  Wayne  county ; and  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  wife  both  hold  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Equinunk. 
His  public  and  private  duties  have  always  been  dis- 
charged with  fidelity,  and  he  is  worthy  to  be  classed 
among  the  best  citizens  of  his  community. 

AUGUSTUS  WOOD  is  a well-known  and 
representative  lumberman  and  farmer  of  Berlin 
township,  who  throughout  life  has  been  identified 
with  the  industrial  interests  of  Wayne  county. 
Upon  his  farm  is  a good  residence,  flanked  by  a j 
substantial  barn  and  various  other  outbuildings  re-  I 
quired  by  the  progressive  agriculturist.  As  a tiller 
of  the  soil  he  is  thorough  and  skillful,  and  in  his  I 
business  ventures  has  met  with  a fair  degree  of 
success. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Wood  wras 
born  in  Damascus,  in  September,  1844.  His  father 
was  born  at  Pishkill-on-the-Hudson,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  Binghamton,  that  State, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Bigsby.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  a farm  near  Ateo,  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  cleared  the  land  and  there 
reared  his  family  of  five  children.  Upon  this  place 
both  he  and  his  wife  died  some  years  ago. 

Augustus  Wood  is  the  eldest  of  their  children. 
(2)  Moses  A.,  born  in  Damascus  township,  enlisted 
at  the  President’s  first  call  for  troops  to  aid  in  put- 
ting down  the  Rebellion,  and,  as  a member  of  the 
84th  P.  V.  I.,  he  participated  in  many  important 
■engagements.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  incar- 
cerated at  Asbury  prison  for  seven  months,  being 
almost  starved  to  death.  He  re-enlisted  as  a vet- 
eran, and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  married  Betsy  Ferguson,  of  Wayne 
county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Duck  Harbor,  same 
county.  Their  children  are  George,  Edward,  Alex- 
ander, David  and  Mary.  (3)  Elizabeth  is  now  the 
widow  of  James  Knepp,  of  Damascus.  (4)  A11- 
geline  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Walford,  a lumberman 
of  Tionesta,  Forest  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Adda  Saltsgiver  and  Mrs.  Nettie 
Xepp.  (5)  Malissa  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Law- 
son,  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  his  native  township  Augustus  Wood  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  as  lie  attended  the  local 
schools  only  for  a few  winters  his  literary  education 
was  rather  limited.  When  a young  .man,  during 
the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  118th 
I1.  Y.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  under  command  of  Gen.  Grant.  His  first 
engagement  was  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where 
the  losses  on  both  sides  were  heavy.  He  was  then 
in  the  campaign  around  Petersburg,  and  while 


tearing  up  the  Danville  railroad,  in  September,  1S64, 
his  left  arm  was  pierced  by  a minie  ball,  necessi- 
tating amputation  immediately  on  the  battle  field. 
He  was  then  taken  to  City  Point  hospital  and  later 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  remained  until  hos- 
tilities ceased,  being  honorably  discharged  in  that 
city  in  July,  18G5,  after  which  he  returned  home. 

In  1806  Mr.  Wood  wedded  Miss  Barbara  Flier, 
of  New  York  City,  and  soon  afterward  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Berlin  township  adjoining  that  of  John 
Perkin,  but  subsequently  sold  that  place  and  bought 
Mrs.  Hiram  Branning's  farm,  where  he  still  resides. 
Six  children  have  come  to  brighten  the  household : 
William  A.,  born  in  Berlin  township,  married  Annie 
White,  of  Milanville,  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he 
has  one  child,  Jessie  Ruth,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.  Alfred,  born  in  Damascus 
township,  married  Minna  Skinner,  of  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  in  Hawley,  Penn.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business.  John,  born  in  Damas- 
cus, in  August,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Berlin  township,  and  is  still  at  home. 
Harry,  Frank  and  Mabel  are  also  under  the  pa- 
rental roof. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Wood  is  an  honored  member 
of  Capt.  Ham  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Flonesdale,  and 
politically  is  a stanch  Republican,  taking  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  Pie  is  cer- 
tainly deserving  of  honorable  mention  in  a work 
of  this  character,  for  he  is  not  only  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county,  but  was 
also  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war.  His  parents  are 
both  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

HENRY  A.  SPENCER,  a highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  born  there  October  21,  1824,  and  is  de- 
scended from  good  old  New  England  stock.  His 
great-grandfather  was  William  Spencer.  His 
grandfather,  Jeremiah  Spencer,  a native  of  New 
! Hampshire,  was  captain  of  a company  in  the  Co- 
J lonial  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
j in  Col.  Ashley’s  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Benning- 
i ton,  Vt.  He  married  Tirzah  Ashley,  a sister  of  the 
) Colonel.  About  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  made  the  first  clearing  in  Springville  township, 
his  home  being  near  the  present  site  of  the  village 
of  Lynn.  Flere  this  worthy  pioneer  died  in  1S25. 
His  children,  who  are  all  now  deceased,  were 
as  follows  : Daniel ; Uscbia,  wife  of  Squire  Avery  ; 

Susana,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas  Kassedy ; Eunice, 
wife  of  Abel  Marcy,  this  being  the  first  couple  ever 
j married  in  Springville  township;  Betsy,  wife  of 
J Elijah  Avery;  Annie,  the  second  wife  of  Thomas 
I Kassedy;  and  Francis,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Francis  Spencer  was  born  in  Claremont,  N.  II., 
January  2,  1787,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county. 
Penn.  For  many  years  he  followed  farming  in 
Springville  township,  and  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
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iluential  and  prominent  citizens  of  that  locality. 
He  served  as  county  surveyor  tor  some  years ; was 
the  first  postmaster  of  the  village  of  Springville; 
was  also  assessor  for  a number  of  terms ; and  a 
member  of  the  election  board.  Politically  he  was 
first  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican.  In  Susque- 
hanna county  he  married  Naomi  Lyman,  a daugh- 
ter of  Gideon  and  Dolly  ( Spencer ) Lyman.  She 
was  born  in  Weathersfield,  \ t.,  June  22,  1789,  and 
died  August  20,  1859.  Mr.  Spencer  died  in  Ab- 
ington,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  January  1,  1869, 
They  had . a large  family  of  children,  namely : 
Naomi,  deceased  wife  of  Frederick  M.  Hepburn, 
of  Tunkhannock,  Penn. ; Eunice,  who  died  unmar- 
ried May  11,  1840;  Benjamin  N.  (deceased),  who 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  lived  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, later  in  Wisconsin ; 'Francis,  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal minister,  who  died  in  Lanesboro,  Penn.; 
Alary  Ann  (deceased),  who  married  (first)  B.  H. 
Cogswell,  of  Springville,  and  (second)  H.  AL 
Whitney;  Henry  A.,  our  subject;  Lyman  C.,  a 
farmer  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.;  Hume,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eveline,  who 
married  (first)  Ashley  Brooks,  and  (second)  Jonas 
Stanton,  of  Brooklyn,  Penn. ; and  Caroline,  Five- 
line's  twin  sister,  who  married  Elias  Reynolds,  of 
F'actory ville,  Penn.,  and  is  now  matron  of  Bucknell 
Cniversity. 

Henry  A.  Spencer,  our  subject,  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming 
counties,  and  received  a common-school  education. 
At  the  age  of  six  years  he  went  to  live  with  an  aunt 
and  uncle,'  where  he  remained  until  attaining  his 
majority,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
as  a farm  hand.  In  1881  he  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Soringville  township,  where  his  son  had 
purchased  forty-three  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  under  cultivation.  For  five  weeks  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment, building  barracks  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
but  with  that  exception  he  lias  always  engaged  111 
farming  and  painting  in  Springville  township. 

On  November  19,  1852,  in  New  Brunswick, 

N.  J.,  Air.  Spencer  married  Aliss  Sarah  R.  Smith, 

whom  he  had  never  met  until  the  day  of  their  mar- 
riage. She  was  born  December  10,  1824,  in  Eloom- 
ingdale.  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Storey)  Smith,  natives  of  Scotland,  and  died 
December  18,  1890.  She  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a most  estima- 
ble lady.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
eight  children,  as  follows:  David  Smith,  born 

January  31,  1854,  is  now  a Methodist  Episcopal 
missionary  in  Japan;  Sarah  died  in  infancy;  John 

O.  is  also  a missionary  of  the  same  denomination 
in  Japan;  George  C.  died  in  Iloustonville,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  Penn.,  January  2,  1892:  Mary  Jenettc, 
born  August  21,  1S61,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years : William  F...  who  resides  with  his  father, 
married  Emma  Eggleston,  of  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Lynn: 
Alice  L.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  S.  Wilcox,  of 


Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; and  the  youngest 
died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views,  Air.  Spencer  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  a num- 
ber of  local  offices,  serving  as  a member  of  the 
election  board,  auditor  of  Uis  township,  constable 
and  assessor  for  one  year  each.  Fraternally  he  is 
a member  of  the  Grange,  and  religiously  he  has 
been  a sincere  and  faithful  member  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  over  half  a century,  dur- 
ing which  tune  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school,  and  is  now  trustee  of  the 
Church.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all  tilings,  he 
lias  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  Ins  iellow 
men,  and  has  always  been  willing  to  assist  those 
less  fortunate  than  himself. 

JOHN  W.  VAN  YLIET.  Among  the  first 
settlers  on  the  Delaware  river  near  Stroudsburg, 
Alonroe  county,  was  Dyrick  Van  Yliet,  a nativ  e of 
Holland,  who  passed  his  remaining  years  in  that 
locality,  and  died  in  1744,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Stroudsburg.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  had  three  sons,  Joseph,  Derick  and  Charrick. 
Charrick  Van  Yliet,  the  great-grandfather  of  cur 
subject,  was  born  near  Stroudsburg,  and  resided 
at  the  present  homestead  in  Stroud  township,  which 
he  purchased  from  William  Penn.  He  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  as  was  also  his  brother  Joseph. 

Derick  Van  Yliet  (son  of  Charrick),  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  passed  his  entire  life  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  built  the  stone  house  now  occupied 
by  our  subject.  He  married  Rachel  Staples,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Staples,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject's  father, 
Charrick  Van  Vliet,  was  the  youngest.  Alarion, 
born  on  the  present  homestead,  married  a Air.  Bow- 
man, of  Wayne  county;  Amanda  is  the  widow  of 
Rufus  Bennett,  who  died  in  Wayne  county;  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  John  Randsburry,  of  Stroud  township, 
where  they  both  died;  Rebecca  married  John  Van 
Yliet,  of  Stroud  township,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Elizabeth  married  Alajor  Berry,  and  moved 
to  Kansas,  where  they  both  died;  John  S.  married 
Susan  Lallar,  of  Stroud  township,  and  settled  upon 
a farm  in  that  township,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days ; Richard  married  Jane  Griffin,  of  Stroud 
township,  where  he  followed  farming  for  some 
vears,  later  removing  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
died. 

Charrick  Van  Yliet  (2),  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  at  the  present  homestead  in  1806.  and 
after  receiving  a good  common-school  education  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  The  farm  was 
left  him  by  his  father's  will,  and  lie  always  resided 
there.  He  also  owned  large  tracts  ox  land  in  Pal- 
myra township,  Wayne  county,  and  tor  many  years 
he  rafted  lumber  down  the  Lackawaxen  to  the 
Delaware  for  the  Eastern  markets,  while  the  lum- 
ber from  his  lands  in  Alonroe  county  was  rafted 
down  the  Analomink  creek  to  the  Delaware,  and 
sent  to  Philadelphia.  In  1831  he  married  .Miss 
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Hannah  Berry.  He  died  in  1S44,  his  wife  in 
March,  1897,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
seven  children.  (2)  Warren,  born  in  1833,  grew 
to  manhood  at  the  old  farm,  and  now  resides  in 
East  Stroudsburg.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Sarah. 
Dunlap,  of  Monroe  county,  and  (second)  Miss 
Ellen  Kelly,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county. 
By  the  first  union  he  had  one  child,  Elizabeth,  and 
by  the  second  there  were  two  sons,  Edward,  a resi- 
dent of  Strouds  on  rg,  and  Charrick,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Carbon  county,  Penn.  (3)  Sarah 
J.,  born  in  1835,  married  J.  G.  Angle,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  died  leaving  two  children,  (a)  Lulu,  j 
who  married  Eugene  Kinney,  of  Snnthfiekl  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  later  of  Pike  county, 
and  lias  one  daughter;  and  (b)  George  Angle, 
who  resides  with  his  father.  (4)  Milton,  who 
did  not  marry,  was  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  but  returned  home  with  his  health 
undermined,  and  died  in  1864.  (5)  Martin  is  a 

bricklayer  in  .Louisa  county,  Iowa.  He  married 
Miss  Susanna  Stewart,  of  Pike  county,  and  has 
several  children.  (6)  Alary  married  Jacob  Simper, 
of  Hamilton  township,  Aionroe  county,  and  they 
now  reside  on  a farm  in  Louisa  county.  Iowa.  They 
have  two  sons,  Daniel  and  John.  (7)  Lydia  A. 
married  Wiliam  AI.  Lader,  of  Albion,  Calhoun  Co., 
Michigan. 

John  W.  Van  Yljet,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Alay;  1832.  in  the  old-  stone 
house  in  which  he  now  resides.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Co.  as  a conductor.  He  ran  the  first  coal 
train  from  Port  Beanchard  to  Hawley  over  the 
Gravity  road,  and  later  on,  in  1854.  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
R.  R.  from  Scranton  to  the  junction  of  the  Jersey 
Central,  remaining  one  year.  In  1858  he  con- 
tracted for  building  a portion  of  the  Bloomsburg 
road,  grading  the  road  and  laying  the  ties  and  rails. 
He  also  built  several  miles  of  the  Lackawanna  road, 
where  he  had  large  investments.  Tor  a number 
of  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  contractors  in 
railroad  work,  and  he  made  and  lost  a large  amount 
of  money  in  his  ventures.  In  1861  he  bought  the 
old  family  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
and  he  recentlv  built  a fine  new  dwelling  house 
there  for  his  son  Harry,  who  is  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion of  the  family  to  occupy  the  estate.  After  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  homestead  Air.  Van  A diet 
erected  a number  of  hot-houses,  and  at  present  he 
supplies  Stroudsburg  and  adjoining  towns  with 
choice  varieties  of  plants  of  all  kinds.  He  also  has 
an  extensive  business  in  canning  fruits  raised  on 
bis  farm.  For  years  he  has  been  a leading  member 
of  the  local  Grange,  and  in  religion  he  inclines  to 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  was  reared,  and  of 
which  his  wife  is  a devout  member.  Politically 
lie  is  a Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  at 


times  he  has  held  local  offices,  having  served  fifteen 
consecutive  years  as  township  auditor.  In  1853  he 
married  Aliss  Henrietta  Ran,  daughter  of  Valen- 
tine and  Elizabeth  Ran,  well  known  residents  of 
Pittston,  Luzerne  county.  Two  children  came  of 
this  union:  (1)  Alartha,  born  in  1853,  at  the 

homestead,  received  a public-school  education,  and 
was  married  to  Charles  L.  Tobey,  a jeweler  in 
Scranton ; they  have  one  daughter,  Pearl.  1 2 1 
Harry,  born  in  1855,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Stroud  township,  and  after  teaching  success- 
fully for  some  time  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father ; he  married  Aliss  Laura  Detrick,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  has  three  children,  Alyrtle,  Alay  and 
Stanley. 

EDWARD  GILLEX.  Those  lives  arc  often 
deepest  which  run  with  a smooth,  unruffled  surface. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a man  of  quiet  and  un- 
ostentatious manner,  yet  he  has  accomplished  more 
work  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  average  citizen. 
He  has  won  a lasting  place  in  the  hearts  ot  hi#  many 
friends,  who  appreciate  his  abilities  and  sterling 
worth.  As  millwright  and  as  farmer,  he  is  now  a 
resident  of  Aliddletown  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

For  more  than  a half  century  the  family  have 
been  grafted  to  the  soil  of  that  fertile  locality,  and 
in  numerous  ways  lie  has  proved  its  inherent  strength 
and  vitality.  Our  subject  was  one  in  a family  of 
fourteen  children.  His  father,  after  whom  he  is 
named,  was  born  in  1810  in  Londonderry.  Ireland. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  coun- 
try, and  when  a young  man  emigrated  to  America. 
Locating  first  in  Philadelphia,  he  there  married  Aliss 
Alargaret  AIcGargle,  of  that  city.  In  1840  he  moved 
to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  lived  for  about 
eight  years.  He  then  purchased  the  Rexford  farm 
in  Aliddletown  township,  where  he  remained  through 
life.  He  erected  a good  house  and  barns  on  this 
place,  cleared  up  a large  portion  of  the  land,  and 
made  one  of  the  fine  homes  in  that  vicinity.  He 
died  on  this  home  in  1886,  his  worthy  Christian 
wife  surviving  him  three  years.  They  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  politics 
Edward  Gillen  was  a Democrat. 

The  fourteen  children  born  to  them  were  as 
follows:  ( 1 ) James  Gillen  was  born  in  1835.  in  I'hila- 
I delphia.  He  was  well  educated,  and  for  many  vears 
was  one  of  the  leading  teachers  in  Susquehanna 
and  Wayne  counties.  He  married  Aliss  Almira 
Wood,  of  Bradford  county,  and  first  settled  at  Flail- 
stead,  where  he  taught  the  higher  schools.  He  also 
followed  teaching  at  Ilonesdale  and  other  cities. 
1 He  died  at  Honesdale  in  1S97.  leaving  a widow  and 
three  children.  Alattie.  Alelissa  and  Rebecca,  all 
residents  of  Wayne  county.  (2)  Robert  Gillen,  born 
in  Philadelphia,  married  Aliss  Alary  Cooney.  1 f Mid- 
dletown, daughter  of  James  and  Lenora  ('■ » .m-v. 
He  now  resides  in  Fricndsville.  where  he  is  O'.st- 
| master.  He  ha#  two  daughters.  Catherine  and  Alar- 
I garet.  (3)  Alary  Gillen,  twin  sister  of  Robert,  mar- 


■ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


900 


riecl  James  Dclhanty,  clerk  in  a dry-goods  store  at 
Hallstead,  who  died  in  1870,  leaving  a widow  and 
five  children,  Mary,  wife  of  John  McCormick,  of 
Hallstead ; Edward  Dclhanty ; Sarah,  wife  of  Bar- 
ney Degnam,  of  Middletown;  Margaret,  at  home; 
Katie,  wife  of  Samuel  Carmondv,  who  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S91  ; and  Edward,  who  was  an  employe  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad 
Co.,  and  was  killed  in  a wreck  near  Binghamton, 
X.  Y.,  in  November,  1896.  (4)  Benjamin  Gillen, 
born  at  Philadelphia,  died  at  the  home  when  a young 
man  of  twenty  years.  (5)  Elizabeth  Gillen,  twin 
sister  of  Benjamin,  married  John  McCovey,  of 
Bradford,  and  they  settled  at  Elmira,  X.  V.  hie 
died  in  1885,  leaving  a widow,  who  still  resides  in 
Elmira.  X 1 rs.  McCovey  has  always  been  devoted 
to  the  work  of  the  Catholic  Church.  She  is  a lady 
of  culture,  and  has  led  a useful  Christian  life.  (6) 
Edward  Gillen,  our  subject,  comes  next.  (7)  John 
Gillen,  born  in  Bradford  county,  married  Sarah 
Powers,  of  Susquehanna  county.  They  reside  in 
Binghamton,  X.  V.,  and  eleven  children  were  born 
to  them : Anna,  who  married  George  A.  Printice,  of 
Deposit;  Abbie,  who  married  Oliver  L.  Huntington, 
also  of  Deposit ; anil  George,  Charlie,  Frank,  Alary, 
Jay,  Veronica,  Bell,  Agnes  and  Hazel.  (S  Cath- 
erine Gillen,  born  in  Bradford,  entered  the  Eriends- 
ville  schools,  where  she  prepared  for  the  Sisters 
School,  at  Lockport,  X.  Y.  She  is  now  Sister  Alary 
Frances  of  the  Lockport  Convent.  ( 9 ) Margaret 
Gillen  prepared  for  the  convent  at  Owego,  X.  Y., 
and  is  now  Sister  Veronica  of  the  Niagara  Con- 
vent. (10)  Joanna  Gillen,  born  at  the  old  home  in 
Middletown,  remained  with  her  parents  until  their 
death.  She  then  became  manager  of  the  home, 
where  she  lived,  a devout  Christian,  until  her  death 
in  April,  18*79.  She  was  greatly  missed.  Her  life 
was  spent  in  doing  charitable  work,  and  she  was 
much  loved  by  her  people.  (11)  Sarah  Gillen,  born 
in  Middletown,  resided  at  the  old  home  during  her 
life,  dying  in  April,  1887.  She  was  greatly  beloved 
and  respected  for  her  charitable  work.  (12)  Charles 
Gillen,  born  in  Middletown,  now  resides  in  Bing- 
hamton, where  he  follows  farming.  (13)  Sylvester 
Gillen,  horn  at  the  old  home  farm  in  Middletown, 
is  a graduate  of  the  Riley  Business  Coliege  at  Bing- 
hamton. He  has  followed  teaching  in  Middletown 
district,  and  for  two  years  taught  in  the  Black  Hills 
country  and  in  Ohio.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents during  the  latter  part  of  their  lives,  and  now 
has  charge  of  the  homestead.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man.  and  very  highly  respected  in  his  community. 
(14)  Agnes  A.  Gillen,  born  in  Middletown  at  the 
old  home,  married  John  Redding,  of  Rush.  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  resided  at  Binghamton, 
where  she  died  leaving  four  children.  Mari',  who 
was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Bingham- 
ton, and  is  a very  bright,  scholarly  young  ladv;  and 
Sarah,  Francis  and  Leo,  all  students  of  the  Bing- 
hamton schools. 

Religiously  this  entire  family  have  been  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  mother  was 


a thorough  Christian  woman,  justly  proud  of  her 
large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  were  an  honor 
to  her. 

Edward  Gillen,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford county,  May  22,  1843.  fie  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  received  a good  education  in  the  neighbor- 
ing district  schools.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  eight 
years.  He  was  then,  in  1869,  employed  in  a tan- 
nery in  the  Muncy  Valley.  For  eighteen  years  he 
was  superintendent  of  Thorn  & McFarland's  tan- 
nery. He  then  accepted  a responsible  position  with 
Thomas  E.  Proctor,  the  great  Boston  tanner,  and 
" had  charge  of  the  construction  of  numerous  tan- 
neries in  Clearfield,  Jefferson,  McKean,  Elk.  and 
other  counties.  He  is  a natural  mechanic,  and  a 
skilled  one,  and  in  whatever  position  he  has  been 
placed  has  been  fully  equal  to  the  situation. 

Some  years  ago  he  retired  from  this  active 
life,  and  since  then  he  has  settled  on  the  old  home- 
stead which  is  now  managed  by  himself  and  brother, 
tie  is  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  politics  is  a Democrat.  Air.  Gillen  is  quiet  and 
unostentatious  in  manner,  but  possesses  that  en- 
ergy and  force  of  character  which  proclaim  the  suc- 
cessful man.  In  whatever  work  he  has  undertaken 
thoroughness  and  completeness  have  been  marked. 
He  knows  what  should  be  done,  knows,  how  to  do 
it,  and  is  not  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  the 
best  that  is  attainable.  He  holds  the  respect  and  high 
j esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

CHARLES  GILLETT  has  been  prominently 
j identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Salem 
j township,  Wayne  county,  for  many  years,  his  farm 
| of  two  hundred  acres  being  one  of  the  best  in  that 
j locality.  He  comes  of  good  New  England  stock  in 
; both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  and  his  ancestors 
[ have  been  chiefly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Joseph  Gillett.  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
a farmer  in  Connecticut  throughout  his  life.  Aaron 
Gillett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1800,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1S22, 
locating  in  Salem  township.  Wayne  county,  and 
after  making  a trip  to  Ohio  he  settled  here  perma- 
nently, engaging  in  business  as  a butcher  while  con- 
ducting a farm  in  Salem  township.  He  was  a man 
of  excellent  abilities,  and  possessed  a good  educa- 
tion for  that  time,  being  employed  for  a time  as 
a teacher  on  his  arrival  in  this  section.  He  was 
active  in  local  affairs,  holding  various  township 
offices,  and  for  vears  lie  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Alethodist  Church  in  his  neighborhood.  He 
was  married  in  Salem  township  to  Aliss  Betsey 
Harford,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a daughter  of 
Samuel  Harford,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at 
1 l’urdytown,  Wayne  county.  Aaron  Gillett  died  in 
1881.  and  his  wife  passed  awav  March  17.  1891.  at 
i the  age  of  eighty-three,  the  remains  of  both  being 
j inter*  ed  in  a cemetery  in  Salem  township.  Our 
J subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eight  children. 

■ the  others  being:  Harvey  (deceased  1.  who  married 
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Miss  Emma  Brooks;  Philemon,  who  married  Miss 
Ella  Engles,  and  resides  in  Salem  township;  Ezra, 
who  married  Miss  Jane  Buch  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased) ; Charlotte,  who  married  Simon  Lutz  (both 
are  now  deceased)  ; Diantha,  wife  of  Columbus 
Delong,  of  Hemlock  Hollow,  Penn.;  Sarah,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Charles  Delong',  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
and  Oliver,  who  met  a soldier's  death  while  serving 
in  the  United  States  army. 

Mr.  Gillett  was  born  August  27.  1825,  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  remained  at 
the  old  homestead  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage. His  father  gave  him  fifty  acres  of  land  for 
his  home,  and  by  his  industry  and  judicious  man- 
agement he  secured  other  tracts  from  time  to  time 
until  his  farm  reached  its  present  handsome  pro- 
portions. After  residing- there  about  twenty-one 
years,  he  decided  to  retire  from  active  work,  and 
accordingly  removed  to  another  home  near  Hamil- 
ton. where  he  is  quietly  spending  the  afternoon 
of  liis  life  in  well-earned  leisure.  As  a citizen 
he  is  much  esteemed,  and  although  he  has 
not  sought  office  lie  has  at  times  served  in 
different  positions,  including  those  of  poor  master 
and  tax  collector,  holding  the  latter  for  two  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  for  thirty 
years  past  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  near  his  home.  On  March  21.  1849,  he  was 
married  in  Salem  township,  to  Miss  Nancy  Good- 
rich, and  two  sons  have  brightened  this  home: 
(1)  Clayton,  born  January  9,  1850,  died  June  1, 
1872.  (2)  George,  born  December  21,  1853,  owns 

the  farm  on  which  he  lives  as  one  of  the  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  Salem  township,  while  he  is 
also  engaged  in  business  as  an  undertaker ; he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Bcnning. 

Mrs.  Nancy  (Goodrich)  Gillett.  who  has 
proved  herself  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  is 
'of  Scotch  descent  in  the  paternal  line,  her  great- 
grandfather, Enos  Goodrich,'  who  settled  in  Con- 
necticut at  an  early  day,  having  been  a native  of 
Scotland.  Seth  Goodrich,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Gillett.  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  in  1803  re- 
moved to  this  section,  locating  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  lie  died  in  1844.  aged  seventy 
years.  His  wife  was  Polly  (Grover), a native  of  Con- 
necticut, also  now  deceased,  and  their  remains  now 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Salem  Corners.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  children;  Anson,  father  of 
Mrs.  Gillett;  George,  who  married  Naby  Moore; 
Phineas,  who  married  Lucy  Rathbone ; Dwight, 
who  never  married;  Nancy  (Mrs.  Zenius.  Nichol- 
son) ; Sallic  (Mrs.  Lansing  Hollister);  and  Re- 
becca (Mrs.  Joseph  Moore).  Anson  Goodrich  was 
born  in  Middletown.  Conn.,  and  in  1803  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. where  his  father,  purchased  front  Dr.  Collins  a 
small  farm  consisting  of  meadow  land.  As  a boy 
he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  later  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  work  on  his  own  account, 
continuing  until  his  death  in  i8dt  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine.  Politically  he  gave  his  support  to  the 


Republican  party  and  he  was  frequently  chosen  to 
township  offices,  while  he  was  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
tin  Sunday,  September  14,  1814.  he  was  married 
by  Rev.  Lorenzo  Dow  to  Miss  Eunice  Andrews,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  at  Bidwell  Hill,  in  a 
barn  belonging  to  Mr.  Hamlin.  In  those  days  large 
gatherings  were  often  held  in  commodious  barns, 
and  although  there  were  no  costly  presents  or  fash- 
ionable garments  to  display,  the  occasion  was 
doubtless  a joyous  one.  The  Andrews  family  is 
well-known  in  this  section,  and  the  ancestors  of 
Airs.  Goodrich,  who  were  of  old  Connecticut  stock, 
settled  in  Wayne  county  at  an  early  date.  She  died 
in  1854  at  the  age  of  fifty-four,  and  her  remains 
repose  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  Salem  ceme- 
tery. A large  family  of  children  blessed  this  union, 
the  names  with  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : Julia, 
January  21,  7816,  married  Stephen  Clark  (now 
deceased),  and  resides  in  Salem  township;  George 
L.,  December  26,  1818,  died  some  years  ago.  leav- 
ing a widow  (formerly  Miss  Louise  Russell),  who 
resides  at  Abington,  Penn. ; Marv,  September  14, 
1820,  married  Horace  Bell  (now  deceased),  and 
resides  in  Salem  township:  Lucy  E.,  December  8. 
1822.  is  the  wife  of  L.  W.  Rohn.e,  a retired  resident 
of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; Sallie,  September  10,  1824, 
married  Charles  Felton,  and  both  are  now  deceased  ; 
Nancy  M.,  January  13,  1828.  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Hiram  B„  June  13,  1830,  married  Miss 
Phoebe  Quick,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  upon 
a farm  in  Salem  township;  Angeline.  January  13, 
1833.  married  John  Bell  (now  deceased),  and  re- 
sides at  Hawlev.  Wayne  county;  Erntina  and  Ar- 
menia (twins),  born  October  23,  1835,  died  un- 
married; and  Miss  Martha,  December  22,  1S40, 
resides  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

GEORGE  OLYER.  Wayne  county  has  been 
the  home  and  scene  of  labor  of  many  men  who  have 
not  onlv  led  lives  that  should  serve  as  an  example 
to  those  who  come  after  them,  but  have  also  been 
of  important  service  to  the  community  through 
various  avenues  of  usefulness.  Among  them  must 
be  named  George  Olver,  one  of  tnc  leading  citizens 
of  Berlin  township. 

Air.  Olver  was  born  December  28.  1824,  in 
Cornwall,  England,  where  his  parents,  John  and 
Sarah  (Aunger)  Olver.  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried. Both  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers, 
\\  illiam  Olver  and  Edward  Aunger.  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  that  country.  John  Olver,  with  his 
wife  and  eleven  children,  sailed  for  the  New  World, 
arriving  on  these  shores  in  June.  183  r , and  locating 
in  Wayne  county.  Penn.,  where  the  family  circle  was 
increased  by  the  birth  of  three  children.  In  order 
of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Thomas  and  John, 

now  deceased  : William,  who  is  now  eighty  years  of 
age.  and  makes  his  home  in  Carbondale.  Penn. ; 
Richard,  deceased  : Edmond,  a resident  of  Berlin 
township;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Deckover,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  Sarah,  widow 
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of  Charles  Treverton,  of  Beach  Lake ; George,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch:  Frances,  who  died  in  Dy- 
ln-rrv  township,  Wavne  county;  James,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Berlin  township ; Amos,  who  died 
voting;  Daniel,  a resident  of  Berlin  township;  Moses, 
'who  died  in  that  township ; and  Joseon.  who  still 
lives  on  the  old  farm  in  the  same  townshio.  This 
place  the  father  purchased  on  coming  to  the  coun- 
ty, converting  the  wild  wooded  tract  into  rich  and 
productive  fields.  For  six  years  he  made  liis 
home  in  Bethany,  and  they  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

In  early  life  he  was  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  but  later  joined  the  Methodist  denomina- 
tion. while  in  politics  he  was  a supporter  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  narty.  His 
estimable  wife  lived  to  the  npe  old  age  of  eighty- 
eight  vears,  and  died  in  1874. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm.  George  Olver  early 
became  familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  for  twenty-three  years 
during  his  early  life  he  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  then  went  to  Beach 
Lake,  where,  in  connection  with  his  brother  James, 
he  embarked  in  mechandising,  subsequently  buying 
out  the  latter  and  conducting  the  business  alone  un- 
til 1892.  when  he  sold  his  store  to  William  Dunn. 
During  the  entire  time  he  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a merchant  he  never  sold  any  tobacco,  it  being 
against  his  principles  to  deal  in  that  weed,  let  alone 
use  it. 

On  October  2,  1850,  Mr.  Olver  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Keziah  Spry,  who  is  also  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  England,  whence  when  a child 
of  eleven  years  she  was  brought  to  the  Bunted  States 
by  her  parents,  Walter  and  Patience  (Kinsman) 
Spry,  natives  of  the  same  nlace.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spry  made  their  home  in  Berlin  township,  where 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  fortv-two.  Both  were  earnest 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  the  father  was  a Republican  in  politics 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  Their  children  were : 
Charles,  who  Has  a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Berlin  township; 
Keziah,  tne  wife  of  our  subject:  Walter ; James; 
Frederick:  Tomson,  deceased;  Daniel;  Mrs.  Anna 
Budd ; and  Richard,  a resident  of  Xcw  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Olver  have  two  daughters,  the  elder  be- 
ing Martha,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Tamblvn, 
a Free  Methodist  minister  of  Brooklyn.  X.  Y.,  by 
whom  she  has  ten  children — Rev.  William,  also  a 
preacher:  Anna:  George  Olver:  Albert;  Arminta: 
Luella:  Jeremiah  1).:  Eva;  Bessie;  and  Edson. 
Phoebe  F..  the  youngest  daughter  «f  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olver.  is  the  wife  of  George  C.  Olver,  of  Berlin 
township,  and  has  five  children — Edna  Rena,  Grant 
George,  Emmons  J.,  Merritt  Richard,  and  an  infant 
unnamed. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
Mr.  < )lver  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and  1 


lie  most  capably  filled  the  office  of  township  treas- 
urer, also  that  of  postmaster  at  Beach  Lake  for  years. 
Although  his  life  has  been  a busy  one,  he  has  never 
neglected  the  holier  duties,  for  as  an  earnest,  con- 
scientious Christian  gentleman  he  has  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  organization  he  is  a licensed  ex- 
horter ; for  twenty  years  he  has  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  has  also  been  an 
exhorter  and  class  leader  in  his  Church,  being  at 
all  times  an  active  and  zealous  worker  in  the  Mas- 
ter’s cause  or  for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men.  The 
cause  of  temperance  has  also  found  in  him  a stanch 
supporter,  and  he  has  probably  done  more  along 
these  two  lines  for  the  good  of  the  community  than 
any  other  man  in  Berlin  township.  Time  and  money 
are  as  nothing  to  him  if  by  their  use  Ire  can  further 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  better  the  individual  or  the 
community  by  aiding  the  downfall  of  the  liquor 
traffic. 

WILLIAM  SEARFASS,  who  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  at  Brodheadsville, 
Monroe  county,  was  born  on  the  old  Searfass  home- 
stead in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  March  12,  1841,  and  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive.of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  that 
locality. 

William  and  Catherine  (Bond)  Searfass,  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  the  same  town- 
ship. the  former  born  August  13,  1813,  the  latter 
on  March  12,  1814.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Margaret  (Everitt)  Searfass,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  the  same  township,  where  the 
grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith  by 
occupation,  owned  a very  large  tract  of  land  which 
included  most  of  the  present  site  of  Brodheadsville, 
and  gave  to  each  of  his  children  a farm.  The  chil- 
dren were  Tuliann,  who  married  Abraham  Shifter; 
Catharine,  who  married  Peter  Fraley;  Mary,  who 
married  Michael  Getz:  Margaret,  who  married 
Jacob  Dorsheimer;  Daniel,  who  married  Lucinda 
Seigle : Charles,  who  married  Hannah  Ixresge; 
William,  father  of  our  subject;  Samuel,  who  died 
unmarried:  Sallyann.  who  married  Peter  Burger; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  (first)  Peter  Shupp.  and 
j ( second)  John  Swartz.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, George  and  Christianna  (Hoodmaker)  Bond, 

! were  also  lifelong  residents  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
[ ship,  where  the  former  engaged  in  farming  and 
I coopering.  In  their  familv  were  nine  children : 
j Christianna.  wife  of  John  Shifter:  Catherine,  moth- 
er of  our  subject:  George:  Sarah;  Mary  A.; 
Charles,  married  to  Sally  A.  Krutz;  Jacob,  married 
to.  Levina  Metzgar ; Joseph,  married  to  Sarah 
Stainer:  and  Simon,  married  to  Annie  Frey. 

Throughout  life  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject carried  on  farming  in  his  native  township,  and 
as  one  of  its  leading  and  influential  citizens  he  was 
called  upon  to  fill  many  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  In  the  Reformed  Cnureh  both  he  and  his 
wife  held  membership.  He  died  May  28,  1883,  and 


' 

' 


1002 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


she  passed  away  February  12,  1893.  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  Brodheadsv'ille  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children:  Chris- 
tianna,  born  September  11,  1832,  marrried  John 
Andrews,  and  died  in  May,  1875:  Margaret,  born 
January  18,  1834.  is  now  the  widow  of  L.  Over-  , 
peck;  Mary,  born  November  15,  1835,  married 
William  Adams,  and  died  July  23,  1881 ; Jacob.  S 
born  November  14,  1837,  died  in  1840:  George,  j 
born  November  9.  1839,  is  a farmer  of  Ross  town-  1 
ship,  Monroe  countv ; William,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  order  of  birth;  A faria,  born  March  IQ,  1843,  j 
married  Daniel  Andrew,  and  died  March  10,  1881  ; 
(Daniel  Andrew  was  horn  January  16.  1S35.  and- 
died  March  31,  1885)  ; Charles,  born  March  19.  , 
1845,  is  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn,  (he  married 
America- L.  Krese)  ; Simon,  born  March  15,  1847,  j 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  November 
5,  1866;  Sally  A.,  born  June  29.  1849.  married  -j 
Amos  Rhodes,  and  died  in  August,  1886;  Joseph, 
born  February  13.  1852,  is  a resident  of  Hamilton 
township;  Franklin,  born  September  3,  1854.  is  a 
farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  and  Catherine, 
born  August  S,  1S57,  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

William  Searfass  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  1856  began  learn- 
ing the  shoemaker's  trade  with  Thomas  Evans, 
serving  a two-years’  apprenticeship.  He  then 
worked  as  a journeyman  for  a few  months.  At 
Tobyhanna.  Penn.,  March  2Q,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  51st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Daniel 
Nicholas,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  hostil- 
ities ceased,  being  honorably  discharged  at  Alex- 
andria. Ya.,  August  15,  1865.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  (May  6 and  7,  '64), 
Spottsylvania  (May  12),  Cold  Harbor  (two  days, 
June  1 and  3),  Petersburg  (three  days.  June  17.  18 
and  July  30),  Weldon  Railroad  (August  19  and 
21),  South  Side  Railroad  (August  27)  and  Hatch- 
er’s Run.  On  Anril  1,  1865,  his  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  at  Petersburg;  on  the  morning 
of  the  3rd  it  entered  Petersburg,  and  on  the  9th 
Gen.  Lee  surrendered.  When  he  found  time,  our 
subject  was  engaged  in  shoemaking,  but  at  times 
was  forced  to  throw  away  his  tools,  and  afterward 
was  compelled  to  make  new  ones.  During  the  ex- 
plosion at  Petersburg  he  was  sligthly  wounded,  and 
at  Cold  Harbor  came  nearly  losing  his  life.  While 
lying  down  in  the  act  of  firing,  a ball  fell  at  his 
side,  passing  under  his  limbs.  In  the  same  en- 
gagement his  colonel  was  killed.  On  his  return  \ 
home  he  worked  for  Mr.  Evans  another  year  and  j 
then  went  to  Tobyhanna.  where  he  followed  his  j 
trade  for  a few  months,  later  working  in  the  lumber 
woods.  Jn  1870  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  J 
account  as  a shoemaker,  carrying  on*  operations  at 
Brodheadsville,  for  three  years.  He  then  located 
on  his  present  farm,  where  he  continued  to  follow 
his  trade  for  a few  years,  and  subseqently  worked 
at  carpentering  until  1844,  when  ill  health  caused 
his  retirement  from  that  occupation.  Since  then  he  ‘ 


has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  exclusively  to 
agricultural  pusuits. 

In  August,  1869,  in  Chestnut  PI i 1 1 township, 
(Mr.  Searfass  was  united  in  marriage  with  (Miss 
Ann  M.  Kresge,  a native  of  Ross  township  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Andrews)  Kresge, 
in  whose  sketch  may  be  found  the  history  of  the 
family.  The  children  born  of  this  union  are  Lu- 
cinda, born  May  27,  1870,  wife  of  Edward  Tones, 
of  Carbon  county;  Augusta,  born  February  15, 

1872,  died  May  24,  1873;  Nathan,  born  July  2, 

1873,  died  September  6,  1873;  Eugene,  born  Tanu- 
arv  31,  1875,  who  is  engaged  in  school  teaching 
and  resides  at  home ; Catherine  J.,  born  December 
4,  1876,  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  and  Mary  A., 

born 20,  1878,  Carrie,  born  July  29,  1880, 

Emma,  born  August  29,  1884,  Joseph,  born  Janu- 
ary 9,  1887,  and  Pearl  M.,  born  January  29.  1S90, 
are  all  at  home. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Searfass  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America  and  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Sciota,  while  religiously  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Reformed  Church.  His  political  support  is  always 
given  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  most  creditably 
filled  the  offices  of  constable  three  years  and  school 
director  two  terms.  In  day's  of  peace  as  in  days 
of  war  he  has  always  been  found  a patriotic  and 
loval  citizen  willing  to  support  every  measure  for 
the  public  good. 

FRANKLIN  J.  TINGLEY.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  a member  of  the  Tingley  family,  an 
extended  sketch  of  which  appears  elsewhere.  Our 
subject  is  one  of  its  most  worthy  representatives 
of  the  present  generation.  Under  different  circum- 
stances from  those- which  surrounded  his  ancestors 
in  the  pioneer  history  of  Susquehanna  county,  lie 
has  aggressively  and  successfully  fought  the  battle  of 
life, displayed  business  ability  of  a high  order,  proved 
the  versatility  and  tenacity  of  his  talents,  and  withal 
made  conspicuous  in  achievement  his  innate  mental 
force.  As  a farmer  he  has  clung  to  the  traditions 
of  his  forefathers,  and  prospered  : as  a railroad  fire- 
man he  has  persistently  retained  employment : as 
owner  of  grist  and  saw  mills,  as  postmaster  and 
courageous  man  of  affairs,  he  has  given  his  time  to 
the  village  of  Tingley,  where  he  now  resides.  __ 

Mr.  Tingley  was  horn  in  Lenox  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  September  11,  i860,  son  of  \\  ar- 
ren  and  Cornelia  (Avery)  Tingley,  grandson  of 
Hon.  Charles  and  Sally  (Wilmarth)  Tingley.  and 
great-grandson  of  Elkanah  Tingley,  the  pioneer 
of  the  family  in  Susquehanna  county.  Warren 
Tingley.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  April 
24.  1820,  in  Harford  township.  In  earlier  life  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Lenox  township,  but  became 
a man  of  great  prominence.  In  1868.  two  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  removed  from  his 
farm  at  Hopbottom.  He  became  a successful  mer- 
chant. continuing  in  that  business  until  his  death 
August  15,  1892.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace. 
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and  for  many  years  was  a surveyor.  He  married 
Cornelia  Avery,  who  was  born  in  Harford  town- 
ship, September  15,  1S21,  daughter  of  Franklin 
and  Rosanna  (Brush)  Avery,  and  who  died  August 
5,  1866,  in  Lenox  township.  To  Warren  and  Cor- 
nelia Tingley  were  born  the  following  children : 
Morris,  born  February  8,  1845,  married  Libby  Jack- 
son,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lenox  town- 
ship; Alice  H.,  born  June  9,  1846,  married  E.  Al- 
bert Shook,  a farmer  of  Randolph  county.  Jnd. ; 
Burt,  born  April  27,  1849,  is  a railroad  engineer 
at  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; Kate  J.,  born  March  3.  1851, 
married  George  W.  Smith,  reared  three  children, 
and  now  lives  at  the  home  of  her  brother;  Julius  P. 
A.,  born  October  30,  1854,  is  a druggist  at  Car- 
bondale,  Penn.;  Charles  \V.,  born  June  10.  1857, 
is  a railroad  engineer  at  Great  Bend;  Franklin  J., 
subject  of  this  sketch,  comes  next;  Gaylord  X.,  born 
March  21,  1863,  was  a gardener,  and  died  at  Day- 
ton,  Term. ; Rosa  M.,  born  May  27,  1866.  married 
Bloomfield  FI.  Howard,  formerly  a school  teacher 
and  now  government  gauger  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts- 
burg, Penn.  Both  parents  were  devout  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead, 
received  a good  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  began  teaching 
school,  teaching  five  terms.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  became  a fireman  on  the  D.  L.  & W.  rail- 
road, a position  which  he  ever  since  continually 
filled.  In  1886  he  removed  to  a farm  in  Xew  Mil- 
ford, and  six  years  later,  in  1892,  he  purchased  from 
Mrs.  P.  I.  Shoemaker  and  removed  to  his  present 
residence  in  Tingley.  In  1893  he  was  appointed 
the  first  postmaster  at  Tingley.  He  there  conducts 
a general  store,  and  operated  grist  and  saw  mills. 

Mr.  Tingley  was  married  at  Great  Bend.  Penn., 
March  27,  1884.  to  Miss  Xellie  M.  Jackson,  who 
was  born  in  Franklin  township,  December  15.  1866. 
the  only  child  of  John  and  Jane  Jackson,  farmers 
of  Susquehanna  county.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
has  been  born  one  child,  Bruce  H..  horn  July  1.  1888. 
The  home  of  our  subject  was  saddened  October  16, 
1894,  by  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife.  In  politics 
Mr.  Tingley  is  a Republican.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen.  He  is  a man  of 
keen  intelligence  and  of  thrifty  and  energetic  hab- 
its. He  has  prospered  in  life,  and  ranks  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  the  younger  citizens  of  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

CAXFIFLD  STOXE.  Tn  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  no  family  is  better 
known,  none  more  prominent  in  the  earlv  history 
and  development  of  that  locality*  than  the  Stone 
family.  The  name  has  been  perpetuated  in  Stone 
street,  a highway  extending  from  the  old  Snider 
place  to  Friendsville.  so  named  because  the  princi- 
pal landowners  along  the  street  were  members  of 
that  family,  the  descendants  of  which  at  one  time 
formed  a considerable  proportion  of  the  popula- 


tion. They  were  the  descendants  of  four  brothers, 
whose  father,  Canfield  Stone,  the  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  a wealthy  landowner  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  Gar- 
rad  Stone,  his  son,  migrated  with  his  wife  from 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1800,  and  settled  on  a farm 
of  300  acres  in  Forest  Lake  township.  Judson, 
his  brother,  came  in  1813,  and  located  on  2S0  acres 
adjoining.  Canfield  Stone,  another  brother  and  the 
j grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  in  1821  and 
j settled  on  a woodland  tract  of  150  acres,  where 
j he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  clearing  the  land 
| and  engaging  in  farming.  In  1829  the  widow  of 
j Walker  Stone,  another  brother  who  had  died  in 
Connecticut,  brought  her  family  of  five  children 
to  Forest  Lake  township. 

Canfield  Stone,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
married  Almira  Bostwick,  daughter  of  Dimon  and 
Mary  (Olmstead),  Bostwick,  natives  of  Connecti- 
I cut.  To  Canfield  and  Almira  Stone  were  born 
{ three  children:  James  E.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 

! Eliza,  who  was  born  in  1822  and  married  Robert 
j Cooley,  a mechanic  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and 
1 Arabella,  born  in  1824,  who  married  Calvin  Leet, 
son  of  Dr.  Calvin  Leet,  a physician  of  Friendsville 
who  later  moved  to  Minnesota. 

James  E.  Stone  was  born  in  1819,  and  being 
I the  only  son  in  the  family  succeeded  to  the  old 
| homestead,  to  which  he  added  by  ] urchase  sixty- 
four  acres.  Fie  followed  farming  as  a vocation,  and 
I became  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  in  the 
I township.  Fie  was  a man  of  unflagging  industry, 
made  nearly  all  the  present  building  improvements 
! on  the  farm,  and  was  possessed  of  keen  business 
i judgment  which  he  was  content  to  apply  to  the 
ordinary  vocations  of  life,  for  he  had  no  ambition 
[ to  rise  beyond  the  circle  which  he  made  for  him- 
j self  and  family  among  his  friends.  He  was.  more- 
J over,  a man  of  high  moral  worth,  whose  character 
was  an  influential  force  .in  the  township  and  its 
i affairs.  He  was  fortunate  in  selecting  as  his  life 
! companion  Miss  Amorillis  Beebe,  of  Choconut, 

| Susquehanna  county,  whom  he  married  in  1843. 

She  was  born  May  18.  1822,  daughter  of  Joseph 
j (1785-1861)  and  Eunice  (1795-1864)  Beebe, 

1 granddaughter  of  Reuben  Beebe,  who  came  from 
Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  to  Apolacon  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  granddaughter  of  Silas 
(1761-1820)  and  Catherine  (1770-1820)  (Tread- 
well) Beardsley,  natives  of  Connecticut  who  settled 
in  Middltown  township,  where  they  reared  a fam- 
ily of  nine  children.  To  Joseph  and  Eunice  Beebe 
were  born  children:  Marinda,  born  in  1810.  mar- 
ried Bela  Fairchild,  and  died  in  Warren.  Bradford 
| county:  Lyman,  born  in  1S12.  settled  in  Kalkaska, 
Mich.:  Avery,  born  in  1S13.  died  in  Little  Meadow, 
| Apolacon  township,  in  1881;  Lewis,  born  in  1S15, 

I is  a farmer  in  Apolacon  township:  Allen,  horn  in 
1817,  died  aged  nineteen  years;  Reuben,  born  in 
1820,  is  a farmer  of  South  Analachin  Creek.  Penn.; 
Amorillis,  mother  of  our  subject ; Caroline  and 
Catherine  (twins)  married  respectively  Samuel 
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Treadwell,  of  Forest  Lake,  and  Guv  Wells,  of 
' Bridgewater;  Andrew  died  aged  seven  years; 
Juliet,  born  in  1828,  married  Cullen  Darling,  of 
Freeville,  N.  Y. ; Almira,  born  in  1830,  taught 
school  and  married  James  F.  Whalen,  of  Warren, 
Bradford  county;  and  Burrace,  born  in  1833,  de- 
ceased, was  a resident  of  Freeville,  N.  Y.  Amorillis 
Stone,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a successful 
teacher  in  her  early  days,  and  a woman  of  many 
accomplishments  and  social  charms.  To  James  E. 
and  Amorillis  Stone  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Adaline,  who  married  Flenry  Spafford,  and 
lives  in  the  Stone  homestead;  Dirnon,  a farmer  at 
Ilia,  Wash. ; Elmira,  who  married  Chauncey  Peck- 
ins,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; Canfield,  our  subject; 
Horatio  B.,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake;  Joseph,  a 
farmer  in  Rays  Hill,  Bradford  county;  and 
Charlotte  A.,  a teacher,  who  in  1884  graduated 
from  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  and  now 
resides  in  Chicago,  wife  of  J.  FI.  Tucker,  a Baptist 
minister.  James  E.  Stone  died  in  i860,  his  widow 
1892. 

Caxfield  Stoxe,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  horn  in  Middletown  (now  Forest  Lake) 
township  September  26,  1S49.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  on  his  father's  farm,  and  he  received  a good 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  in  1867,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  I,  First 
United  States  Light  Artillery,  and  for  three  years 
served  on  the  Mexican  frontier.  It  was  several 
years  after  his  return  from  military  service  that 
the  genial  and  popular  Floniface  settled  down  to  his 
life  vocation.  Fie  began  his  pleasant  and  success- 
ful career  in  1882,  as  hotel  proprietor  at  Rush, 
where  he  conducted  the  hostelry  in  a manner  pleas- 
ing to  its  many  guests  for  eight  years.  Mr.  Stone 
then  purchased  and  for  two  years  conducted  the 
“Niver  House,”  at  Nicholson.  Selling  that  proper- 
ty. he  in  1893  bought  the  C.  H.  Killam  hotel,  at 
Hophottom,  which  he  lias  since  greatly  improved, 
introducing  gas  for  lighting  purposes,  and  adding 
other  modern  appliances.  His  business  career  at 
Hophottom  has  been  most  successful,  for  Mr.  Stone 
possesses  in  a high  degree  that  combination  of 
happy  disposition  and  business  ability  which  is 
recognized  as  essential  to  the  best  results.  He  is 
moreover  an  ardent  admirer  and  follower  of  the 
rod  and  gun,  and  is  not  only  recognized  in  the  com- 
munity as  an  expert  in  hunting  and  fishing,  but  has 
that  reputation  well  established  throughout  his 
and  adjoining  counties.  Fie  has  been  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Commercial  Travelers 
Association.  He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at 
Rush,  and  for  twentv  years  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  both  Lodge  and 
Chapter ; be  lias  also  been  connected  for  some  time 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  political  sentiment  he  is 
a Republican,  and  a quiet  but  effective  worker  for 
his  party,  but  be  is  no  office  seeker. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married,  at  Birchardsville. 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Ida  Pickering,  daughter  of  Fred 
Pickering.  One  son  has  come  to  them,  Frederick  [:, 


born  in  1876,  who,  as  a corporal  of  Company  L, 
Twelfth  New  York  Vols.,  saw  active  service  in 
Cuba  during  the  late  Spanish-American  war. 

THOMAS  \V.  ATKINSON,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  who  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  Clifford  and 
Dundaff  road,  one  mile  east  of  the  former  village, 
was  born  in  tbe  county  of  Westmoreland,  England, 
September  10.  1830,  a son  of  William  and  Isabella 
(Wilson)  Atkinson,  also  natives  of  that  county. 

The  paternal  grandparents.  Robert  and  lane 
■ Atkinson,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  England.  Their 
children  were  as  follows  : Robert,  a farmer  ; Richard, 
a brewer;  William,  the  father  of  our  subject:  Elea- 
nor, who  died  when  a young  woman  ; and  James, 
who  served  fourteen  years  in  tbe  British  army,  and 
was  in  several  great  battles,  tbe  last  one  being  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  soon  after  which  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died 
in  England  in  February,  1843,  at  tbe  age  of  fifty-one 
years.  Subsequently  tbe  father,  with  three  of  bis 
children,  William,  Thomas  and  Isabella,  came  to 
America,  landing  in  New  York  in  Tune,  1849.  after 
a voyage  of  fifty-one  days  on  the  “Manila.”  They 
spent  a short  time  in  that  city,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Greenfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  business  as  a farmer  and  stone 
mason  throughout  the  remainder  cf  his  life.  He  he’d 
a number  of  local  public  offices  while  in  Eng- 
land. and  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  seventv-two  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Clifford  Valley  cemetery.  In  his 
family  were  the  following  children:  Jane  married 
Thomas  Robinson,  and  died  in  England,  leaving 
several  children  who  now  reside  in  the  United 
States:  Elizabeth  married  William  Sill,  and  died 
in  England;  Eleanor  married  James  Bigland,  came 
to  .America  in  1843,  and  settled  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship. Luzerne  Co.,  Penn. ; William  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  lumber  yard  at  Car- 
bondale : Thomas  W.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  tbe 
order  of  birth:  John  died  in  England  when  young; 
and  Isabella  is  a resident  of  Clifford. 

Since  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Thomas  W. 
Atkinson  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources 
for  a livelihood,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit.  After 
coming  to  this  country  be  first  worked  for  John 
Spedding,  in  Clifford  township,  for  four  months, 
and  later  was  in  the  employ  of  different  farmers. 
He  worked  for  Tames  Hodgson  for  six  years,  and 
subsequently  rented  land  in  Clifford  township  for 
thirty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  and  has  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  with 
good  results. 

On  March  7,  1857,  in  Greenfield  township, 
Luzerne  county.  Mr.  Atkinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Temperance  Miller,  and  by  this 
union  four  children  were  born:  Adam  M.,  who 
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piarried  Myrtle  Tinklcpaw,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Clifford  township;  John  E.,  at  home ; Mary 
C,  wife  of  George  II.  Moon,  bookkeeper  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  at  Carbondale;  and  Sarah 
C.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Atkinson  was  born  in  Greenfield 
township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  May  4,  1828, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Coons)  Miller, 
natives  of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were 
married  April  10,  1817.  Later  they  removed  to 
Hyde  Park,  Penn.,  and  subsequently  to  Greenfield 
township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  held  almost  all  of  the  town- 
ship offices,  being  a man  of  prominence  in  his  com- 
munity. He  was  born  March  23,  1796,  and  died 
October  5,  1852;  his  wife  was  born  July  1 1 , 1799, 
and  died  July  4,  1852,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  old  Clifford  cemetery.  With  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Atkinson,  all  of  their  children  are  also  de- 
ceased. In  order  of  birth  they  were  as  follows: 
Barbara,  wife  of  Clark  Stewart;  Eleanora,  wife  of 
Elisha  Davidson  ; Caroline,  wife  of  James  Hodgson  ; 
Adam  C. ; Temperance;  Margaret,  wife  of  Albert 
Graves ; Sarah  E. ; and  Isaac.  Mrs.  Atkinson’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  Nicholas  and  Eleanor 
(Person)  51  filer,  natives  of  Columbia  county,  N. 
Y.,  the  former  born  May  27,  1777,  the  latter  on 
March  20,  1772.  They  were  married  in  March, 
1792,  and  continued  their  residence  in  Columbia 
county  throughout  life.  The  grandfather  was  a 
farmer.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their 
children  were  as  follows:  Marcia,  June  7,  1792; 
Irena,  May  30,  1795  ; John,  March  23,  1796;  Helen, 
June  24,  1798;  Temperance,  October  15,  1800; 
Catherine,  July  11,  1802;  Tobias,  May  13,  1805; 
Caroline,  October  9,  1807;  Isaac,  February  11,  1S10; 
and  Lyman  H.,  October  10,  18 16.  Mrs.  Atkinson’s 
maternal  grandparents  were  Andrew  and  Barbara 
Coons,  also  farming  people  and  lifelong  residents  of 
Columbia  county,  New  York. 

Mr.  Atkinson  is  a popular  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  his  community,  and  has  been  honored  with  a 
number  of  local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  most 
capably  and  satisfactorily  discharged,  having  served 
as  township  assessor  twelve  years,  school  director, 
auditor  and  judge  of  elections.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  on  his  party  ticket  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  in  1890,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
three-years’  term  re-elected. 

ISAAC  MELHUISH,  one  of  the  honorable 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a well-known  farmer 
and  dairyman  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Spring  Hill,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  February  6,  iSqr.  lie  is  a descendant  of 
an  old  English  family,  and  his  grandfather,  John 
Mclhuish,  came  from  England  to  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1819.  After  a 
few  years  he  moved  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and 
there  died.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children: 
Robert, who  died  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. : John, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn. ; 
William,  mentioned  below ; James,  who  lived  in 


Illinois;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Granger,  of  Rush 
township;  Alary,  wife  of  Amos  Burrows,  of  Bridge- 
water  township;  and  Maria,  wife  of  Joseph  Burney. 

William  Aielhuish  was  born  in  England  in  1813, 
and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents.  Fits  edu- 
cation was  secured  in  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  in  Bradford  county  district 
school.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  for  a time 
in  Bridgewater,  and  then  bought  a farm  at  Spring 
Hill,  Bradford  county,  where  he  lived  until  1844, 
when  he  moved  to  Montrose  and  began  farming 
for  Judge  Jessup.  He  continued  at  this  until  his 
death,  in  January,  1833,  he  wedded  Aliss  Alary  A. 
Robbins,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1S16, 
a daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Alary  Robbins,  of 
Bridgewater,  whence  they  had  removed  from  New 
Jersey.  Air.  Aielhuish  died  in  June,  1881,  and  his 
wife  in  July,  1879.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  as  follows : ( 1 ) Charles  D.,  born  in  Bridge- 
water  in  June,  1836,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  (2J  Ephraim,  born  in  April,  1838,  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  and  followed  it  until  his  death 
in  1861;  (3)  William  Henry,  born  in  September, 
1843,  now  traveling  salesman  for  a furniture  house, 
resides  in  Williamsport.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
military  railroad  service.  He  married  Alollie  Up- 
degraff,  and  has  one  daughter,  Reali.  (4)  James, 
born  in  Bridgewater,  in  September,  1846,  and  now 
a merchant  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  married  Mary 
Weeks,  of  Alontrose.  (5)  Frank  D.,  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  married  Alice  Green,  of  Alontrose,  by 
whom  he  has  two  daughters,  Florence  and  Ruth. 
They  reside  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  is  in  busi- 
ness. (6)  George  L.,  born  in  1852,  is  a farmer  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Helen  Alerrill, 
of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has 
three  children,  David,  Jennie  and  Fannie.  (7)  Fan- 
ny J.,  born  in  June,  1854,  died  unmarried  in  Alont- 
rose, in  1876.  (8)  Samuel  AL,  born  in  Alarch, 

1S58,  married  Nettie  Hamlin,  and  has  three  children, 
Leona,  Laverne  and  Roy.  (9)  Albert  C.,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1863,  died  in  September,  1884.  (ioj 
Isaac. 

Isaac  Aielhuish  was  educated  in  the  country 
schools  near  his  home,  and  when  but  a boy  he 
learned  the  wagon  maker’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  1876.  In  the  hour  of  his  country's  peril  he 
responded  to  her  call,  and  in  1862  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  Company  A,  151st  P.  V.  L,  and  marched  to 
the  front.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  and  in  a number  of  skir- 
mishes. He  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  and  at 
the  end  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  On  his  return  to  practice  the  arts  of 
peace,  lie  soon  went  to  Scranton.  Penn.,  where  lie 
remained  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Alontrose, 
where  he  followed  carriage  manufacturing  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1876  he  purchased  the  Jarred  Stone 
farm  and  erected  a modern  house,  and  with  his 
well-kept  barns  and  out-buildings  lie  now  has  one 
of  the  best  cultivated  farms  and  also  one  of  the  best 
dairies  in  the  country.  There  are  300  acres  of  im- 
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proved  land,  and  lie  has  a large  herd  of  dairy  cows 
- and  much  fine  blooded  stock. 

In  February,  1867,  Mr.  Mellntish  was  married 
to  Miss  E.  O.  Corwin,  a daughter  of  Shultz  and 
Yalara  (Crane)  Corwin,  old  and  prominent  resi- 
dents of  New  Milford,  formerly  of  Orange  county, 

N.  Y.  Seven  children  came  to  gladden  their  home: 
(1)  Harry  M.,  born  in  Scranton,  in  December, 
1867,  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at  Montrose, 
and  is  now  a contractor  and  builder  in  that  city. 
He  married  Jennie  Baxter,  of  Harford  township,, 
and  has  two  children,  Lawrence  and  Hilbert.  (2) 
Ernest  W.,  born  at  Montrose  in  July,  1S69,  is  now 
a farmer  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  coun-_. 
ty.  He  married  Laura  Baker,  of  Rush  township, 
and  has  one  son,  Paul.  (3)  Emma  A.,  born  at  .Mont- 
rose, December  j,  1870,- was  educated  in  the  home 
schools  and  at  Kingston,  and  has  been  teaching 
with  great  success  for  several  terms.  (4)  Corwin 

O. ,  born  in  July,  1873,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  (5)  William  B.,  born  in  1875,  now  resides 
in  Hallstead.  Penn.  (6)  Frederick  S.,  born  in  Forest 
Lake,  in  February,  1S79,  's  a student  in  the  .Mont- 
rose schools.  (7)  Lottie  R.,  born  in  1883,  is  still 
in  school  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Melhuish  has 
ever  been  an  earnest  Republican.  His  neighbors 
have  well  recognized  his  worth  as  an  upright  citi- 
zen and  business  man,  and  have  asked  his  services 
in  the  local  offices  many  times.  For  some  fifteen 
years  he  has  held  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  has  been  supervisor,  judge  of  elections,  etc., 
always  giving  satisfaction.  He  is  a member  and 
master  of  the  Rising  Sun  Grange,  and  was  delegate 
to  the  State  Grange  at  Williamsport  in  1898,  and  at 
Lock  Haven  in  1899.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Montrose.  Mrs. 
Melhuish  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
*,,odist  Church,  and  while  not  a member  himself,  Mr. 
Melhuish  contributes  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
Church,  and  uses  his  influence  to  advance  the  cause 
of  religion.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  lie  is 
of  the  highest  type  of  a good  citizen. 

MARTIN  R.  BARRETT  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  prosperous  men  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  has  carried  on  a mercantile  business  for 
several  years  past,  and  lie  is  a native  of  the  place, 
born  July  11,  1861,  son  of  Alexander  Barrett,  who 
has  resided  here  for  almost  a half  century. 

Alexander  Barrett  was  born  October  31.  1826, 
in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  where  his  father,  Richard  ; 
Barrett,  carried  on  farming.  His  first  ancestor  in 
that  country  was  Louis  Barrett,  a native  of  France,  ! 
who  settled  in  Ireland,  and  there  reared  his  familv 
of  seven  sons,  who  scattered  throughout  the  coun- 
try. He  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject.  One  of  the  sons,  Richard,  was  a Latin 
teacher,  and  was  a noted  poet  in  his  day.  Great-  : 
grandfather  Patrick  Barrett,  his  brother,  remained  ; 
in  County  Mayo,  where  his  father  had  settled,  and  ' 
carried  on  farming  all  his  life.  II is  son,  Richard 


Barrett,  married  a Miss  McDonald,  and  they  re- 
mained in  County  Mayo  until  1847,  in  which  year 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  Warrington,  Eng- 
land, where  they  ended  their  days,  the  father  dy- 
ing in  1848  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  the  mother 
two  years  later  at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  fouglu 
in  the  Rebellion  of  1798.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett 
had  eight  children,  of  whom,  Rossmore  P.  died 
young;  Alexander  comes  next;  Richard,  Catherine 
and  Ellen  died  young;  Thomas  died  at  Hawley,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years;  Louis  died  in  Ireland  at 
the  age  of  tewnty-one;  John  died  in  Ireland  when 
twenty  years  olu.  The  parents  were  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

Alexander  Barrett  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  country,  living  with  his  parents  and  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States. 
The  first  two  years  of  liis  life  in  this  country  he 
passed  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  near  Lackawaxen, 
and  there  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  afterward  during  his  active  years. 
From  Pike  county  he  went  west  to  Ohio,  and  thence 
by  steamboat  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; but  as  the  boat 
was  tied  up  at  the  latter  city  on  account  of  the 
cholera  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  at 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  in  1849,  and  commencing 
work  at  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Co.  He  continued  to  work  for  them  for 
thirty-seven  years,  until  he  retired  from  active  la- 
bor. He  died  May  19,  1898,  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  a Democrat  in  politics.  He 
served  nine  years  as  school  director,  part  of  the 
time  acting  as  treasurer  of  the  board. 

On  October  31,  1850,  Alexander  Barrett  was 
married,  at  Hawley,  to  Miss  Hannah  O.  Quinn, 
Rev.  Father  Maloney  performing  the  ceremony, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Mary  A.,  Bridget,  Louis  and  Martin  R.  Mary  A. 
married  James  Reilly,  who  is  a railroad  conductor, 
and  they  live  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; they  have  had 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased.  Bridg- 
et married  Edward  McAndrew,  a machinist  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  and  they  have  five  children. 
Louis  died  when  four  and  one-half  years  old.  Mrs. 
Hannah  O.  (Quinn)  Barrett,  was,  like  her  husband 
born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  where  her  parents, 
Martin  and  Marv  (Clark)  Ouinn,  were  farming 
people.  The  father  died  in  1845,  a.ged  seventy 
years,  the  mother  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  They  were  Catholics  in  religious  faith.  Their 
family  consisted  of  four  children,  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Anthony  Welch  (both  died  at  Hawley)  ; 
Hannah;  Martin,  living  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  who 
is  a car  repairer;  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Michael  Narry), 
living  at  Scranton.  Mr.  Ouinn  had  three  children 
by  his  first  wife,  a Miss  Duffy,  namely:  Owen,  who 
died  in  Scranton.  Penn.;  Michael,  who  died  in 
Hawley;  and  Catherine,  who  married  Edward 
Cafterty  (both  died  at  Hawley).  Mrs.  Barrett  is 
a devout  member  of  tbe  Catholic  Church. 

Martin  R.  Barrett  lived  with  his  parents  at 
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]Ia\vlev  until  lie  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
when  he  went  to  Sranton,  at  which  place  he  served 
one  vear  as  sexton  of  the  Cathedral.  For  three 
years  following  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
'Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Hawley,  transferring  coal 
from  the  pockets,  and  worked  thus  until  the  pock- 
ets were  dispensed  with,  after  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  another  year  at  Scranton,  repairing  cars 
in  the  shops.  Returning  to  Hawley  he  w as  engaged 
in  different  occupations  for  two  years,  and  in  1889 
lie  again  went  to  Scranton,  this  time  embarking 
in  the  mercantile  business  there,  which  he  continued 
for  011c  year,  at  the  end  of  that  period  selling  out 
and  establishing  himself  in  the  same  line  at  Hawley, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  Mr.  Barrett  has  now 
a thriving  trade,  which  he  has  won  by  fair  dealing 
and  strict  attention  to  his  business,  and  he  has 
made  a creditable  success  in  his  line  as  a result  of 
continuous  hard  work  and  thrifty  management. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Hawley  and  the 
surrounding  country,  and  is  respected  as  a de- 
servedly prosperous  man  and  a substantial  citizen. 
In  1S88  he  served  as  tax  collector  there,  but  he 
gives  little  time  to  public  affairs.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat. 

On  April  25,  1894,  Mr.  Barrett  was  married, 
by  Father  Judge,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C,  Sheridan, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  John  L.,  who 
died  when  five  months  old ; Joseph  ; and  Alexander, 
Jr.,  born  January  5,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  frater- 
nally, he  unites  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  - Hiber- 
nians. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  (Sheridan)  Barrett  is  a na- 
tive of  Hawley,  Penn.,  and  her  parents,  Michael 
and  Ann  (Lennon)  Sheridan,  were  born  in 
Williamsport  and  Plonesdale,  Penn.,  respectively. 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  a merchant  at  Hawley,  where  he 
also  had  a teaming  business,  owning  several  wag- 
ons, and  since  his  death,  on  September  19,  1894, 
his  widow  has  conducted  the  store.  He  was  cross- 
ing the  Paupac  creek  on  a wagon  heavily  loaded 
with  stones  when  the  bridge  gave  way,  and  he  was 
killed : he  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sheridan  had  nine  children:  Catherine  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen),  Elizabeth  C.  (Mrs. 
Barrett),  Michael,  Mary  A.  and  Jennie  (all  three 
living  with  their  mother),  William  (deceased), 
Edward  (at  home).  John  (deceased),  and  Anna 
(deceased).  On  July  8,  1897,  as  the  result  of  an 
accident  which  occurred  while  lie  was  unloading 
some  stone,  Michael  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
one  of  his  limbs.  The  entire  family  are  Catholics 
in  religious  faith.  Mr.  Sheridan  was  a member  of 
the  C.  M.  B.  A.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical preferences.  . 

P.  R.  JOHNSON,  proprietor  of  the  “Glen- 
wood  House,’’  a popular  hotel  at  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  is  a man  of  marked  ability  and  force  of  char- 
acter. and  while  making  his  way  to  success  in  busi- 
ness life  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  ! 


in  his  community.  At  present  he  holds  the  office 
of  burgess  of  his  borough,  having  been  elected  in 
February,  1897,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  in- 
fluential Democrats  of  his  locality. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family  of  Dutch  stock,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
Jacob  Johnson,  and  grandfather  Jacob  (2),  were 
residents  of  Northampton  county.  Jesse  John- 
son, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  and  made  his  home  in  Portland 
j village,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a farmer 
! and  stock  dealer,  his  death  occurring  about  nine 
years  ago,  when  he  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  He 
married  Miss  Marietta  Long,  daughter  of  John  A. 
Long,  of  Northampton  county,  a descendant  of 
Scottish  ancestry,  who  is  now  residing  with  our 
subject.  This  estimable  couple  had  six  children  : 
J.  I.,  proprietor  of  the  "Portland  House,”  at  Port- 
j land,  Penn.;  P.  R.,  our  subject;  Frances,  wife  of 
: Thomas  Chamberlain,  of  Bangor,  Penn.;  Ella,  wife 
of  John  C.  Miller,  of  Bangor;  Nettie,  who  married 
E.  S.  Albert,  of  Portland;  and  Josie,  wife  of  Frank 
I S.  Knerr. 

P.  R.  Johnson  was  born  January  7,  1855,  at  the 
old  home  in  Portland,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  town,  He  learned  the  trade  of  lo- 
I comotive  engineer,  which  he  followed  about  ten 
years,  being  in  the  West  for  some  time  with  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  as  his  headquarters.  For  about  three 
years  he  was  employed  as  hotel  clerk,  and  in  April, 
1892,  he  settled  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  taking 
charge  of  his  present  hotel.  He  is  most  esteemed  so- 
cially, and  is  identified  with  various  organizations 
including  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  the  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers,  and  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 
Fie  is  not  married. 

JONATHAN  GILLESPIE.  One  of  the  most 
j attractive  farms  in  Susquehanna  county  is  that  of 
our  subject,  a prominent  agriculturist  and  lumber- 
man of  New  Milford  township.  It  comprises  about 
160  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  a beautiful  lake, 

! sixty  acres  in  extent  furnishes  water  power  for  a 
sawmill  on  the  estate.  The  water  of  the  lake, 
though  not  deep,  is  abundantly  stocked  with  fish 
of  many  kinds,  including  pickerel,  sunfish,  and  bull- 
heads, and  its  advantages  are  well  known  to  sports- 
men. 

Mr.  Gillespie  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the  paternal 
line,  and  his  grandparents,  James  and  Margaret 
| Gillespie,  were  both  natives  of  Scotland.  The  grand- 
i father  was  a man  of  superior  ability  and  education, 
and  after  coming  to  this  country  taught  school  suc- 
cessfully for  many  years.  He  died  at  Rosendale.  N. 
Y.,  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  in  New  York 
City. 

John  D.  Gillespie,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  was  but  four  years  old 
when  he  came  to  America,  his  boyhood  being  spent 
mainly  in  New  York  City.  lie  became  a successful 
farmer  at  Stone  Ridge,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
also  carried  on  a large  blacksmith  shop,  employing 
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live  men.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith,  in  1S57, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  his  remains  being  interred  ■ 
in  Rosendale  cemetery.  O11  February  18,  1818,  | 
he  married  -Miss  Sarah  Smith,  who  died  at  Stone  i 
Ridge  in  1840,  aged  forty-eight  years.  Her  an- 
cestors were  early  settlers  in  Lister  county,  X.  Y.,  I 
and  her  parents,  Hendrick  and  Margaret  (Rotting-  | 
ham)  Smith,  were  married  there  March  15,  i/80, 
and  made  their  home  upon  a farm  near  Stone  Ridge,  j 
Marbletown.  John  D.  and  Sarah  Gillespie  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Elizabeth,  bonl 
December  1,  1818,  married  Henry  Rosencrants,  and 
died  some  years  ago;  James  A.,  born  October  9, 
1820,  died  in  Columbus,  Ohio;  Henry  S.,  born  Feb—! 
ruary  20,  1S24,  is  a merchant  in  Ulster  county,  N.  ! 
Y. ; Margaret  and  Jeanette  (twins),  born  July  26, 
1827,  are  both  deceased;  Mariah  K.,  born  February 
4,  1830,  married  Joshua  Dumond,  and  died  many 
years  ago  ; Jonathan,  our  subject,  comes  next ; Sarah  ; 
born  March  9,  1S35,  is  the  widow  of  William  Horn- 
by, of  Keyport,  X.  J. ; Elsie,  'who  married  Augustus 
Churchwell,  of  High  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there; 
Marjorie  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  12,  1832,  near 
Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  For 
about  eight  years  he  was  employed  off  and  on  by 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  and  later  he  i 
engaged  in  farming  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  j 
then  went  to  Illinois  spending  some  time  in  Chi-  J 
cago  and  Belvidere ; but  in  September,  i860,  he  re-  j 
turned  to  Binghamton  and  took  charge  of  his  old 
farm.  In  1870  he  removed  to  a farm  at  Herrick 
Center,  Susquehanna  county ; then  ten  years  later 
went  to  Harford  township,  where  he  resided  un- 
til 1895,  and  he  has  since  made  his  home  at  his 
present  farm.  For  many  years  he  was  extensively 
engaged  in  lumbering  in  connection  with  farming, 
his  sons  operating  the  farm  and  mill.  Politically 
he  is  a strong  Democrat,  as  are  all  of  his  relations,  ! 
and  in  religion  he  inclines  toward  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  he  has  attended  for  many  years.  I 
On  October  12,  1855,  he  was  married  in  Ulster  ■ 
county,  AT.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  Bowen,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them  : Miss  Jeanette, 
who  is  at  home;  Margaret,  who  married  H.  T.  Tif- 
fany, an  insurance  agent  at  New  Milford;  Irving, 
clerk  at  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  who  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Jowels ; Mary,  wife  of  John  Bennett,  a , 
farmer  in  Xew  Milford  township;  Elsa,  who  mar-  i 
ried  L.  O.  Farrar,  a bookkeeper  in  New  Milford ; i 
William,  a resident  of  Xew  Milford  township;  F. 
N.,  a jeweler  in  Xrew  Milford;  Harry  (deceased),  j 
who  married  Miss  Xellie  Coleman;  and  Manning,  j 
who  resides  at  the  homestead. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Bowen)  Gillespie,  *who  has  been 
an  able  and  valued  assistant  to  her  husband  for  near- 
ly half  a century,  was  horn  April  28,  1834,  in  the 
town  of  Shawangunk,  Ulster  Co..  X.  Y..  the  only 
child  of  Aaron  and  Malinda  (Rogers)  Bowen. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  Seth  Bowen,  who  was  ! 


a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Xew  England, 
while  his  wife,  Susan  (Kelp),  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia of  Welsh  ancestry.  Aaron  Bowen  followed 
farming  throughout  his  life,  and  in  i860  he  re- 
moved from  Ulster  county  to  the  vicinity  of  Bing- 
hamton, X.  Y.  His  wife,  Malinda  (Rogers),  was 
a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Susan  (Cox)  Rogers, 
who  resided  upon  a farm  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
and  she  died  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  March  1,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  Aaron  Bowen  died  March 
10,  1875,  aged  sixty-eight,  at  Herrick  Center.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  his  remains  are  interred. 

WILLIAM  TIXKER,  a prominent  retired 
farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  on  his  grand- 
father's old  homestead  in  that  township,  February 
20,  1830,  a son  of  John  and  Agnes  (Stevenson) 
Tinker. 

John  Tinker,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  May  11,  1796,  and  in  1817 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  William  and 
May  (Anderson)  Tinker,  also  natives  of  Falkirk. 
They  spent  the  first  winter  in  Xew  York  City,  then 
removed  to  Little  Britain,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn,, 
locating  on  a farm  in  Clifford  township  where  our 
subject's  brother  Robert  now  resides.  There  the 
grandfather  died  June  29,  1835,  aged  seventy-six 
years,  the  grandmother  on  May  27,  1852,  at  the  same 
age,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Tinker 
cemetery  upon  their  farm.  They  were  members  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  four 
children:  William,  born  February  20,  1797,  married 
Louise  Catlin,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Green- 
field township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
died  October  16,  1881  ; John,  father  of  our  subject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth : James,  born  September 
2,  1801,  married  Polly  M.  Dunn,  and  was  a wealthy, 
prominent  and  charitable  farmer  residing  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  died  June  3,  1884;  and  Flem- 
ing died  in  Scotland  at  an  early  age.  During  his 
youth  the  father  of  our  subject  worked  in  his  father’s 
stocking  factory,  but  after  coming  to  Susquehanna 
county  followed  agricultural  pursuits  chiefly.  He 
was  a large  land  owner  in  Susquehanna  county,  and 
became  a noted  speculator,  stock  farmer  and  money 
lender.  In  the  spring  of  1830  he  removed  to  the 
farm  in  Clifford  township,  where  his  daughters  now 
reside.  Returning  to  Scotland,  he  was  married  in 
Silverwood,  Ayrshire,  March  18,  1829,  to  Miss 
Agnes  Stevenson,  a native  of  that  place  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas,  and  Agnes  (Templet'on)  Stevenson. 
Six  children  blessed  this  union : William,  our  sub- 
ject: Agnes,  horn  January  24,  1832,  died  unmarried 
January  17,  1864:  May,  born  August  1,  1835,  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  : John,  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Clifford  township,  was  born  June  2,  1S39,  and  mar- 
ried Margaret  Bruce:  Robert,  born  September  19, 
1842,  wedded  Mary  Trollis.  and  operates  his  grand- 
father's farm;  and  Janet  S.  S.,  born  October  14, 


J 


, 


WILLIAM  TINKER  MRS.  REBECCA  M.  TINKER 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1009 


1846,  lives  with  her  sister  on  their  father's  farm. 
The  father  died  September  29,  1891,  the  mother  on  i 
October  31,  1873,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Tinker  cemetery.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them. 

W illiam  Tinker,  of  this  review,  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  was  married  at  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.,  April  20,  1S69,  to  AI  iss  Rebecca  M. 
Carr,  who  was  born  in  Drownloe  Hill,  England,  July 
29,  1844,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Carter) 
Carr.  After  his  marriage  Air.  Tinker  located  upon  1 
his  present  fine  farm  of  eighty-five  acres  in  Clifford  - 
township,  which  has  been  in  his  possession  for  some 
rears,  and  has  been  operated  by  him.  He  is  a thor- 
ough and  systematic  agriculturist,  and  has  met  with 
most  excellent  success  in  his  farming  operations. 
He  is  also  an  able  business  man  of  known  reliability, 
and  has  always  rejected  public  office,  preferring  to  \ 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  business  interests. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics.  He  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
has  served  as  trustee  of  the  same  for  the  past  four 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  widely  known  and  highly 
respected. 

Mrs.  Tinker's  parents, Henry  and  Ann  (Carter) 
Carr,  were  born  in  Brownloe  Hill,  England,  and  on 
coming  to  America  in  18G6  located  in  Carbotidale, 
Penn.,  where  the  father  died  March  8,  1868,  aged 
seventy  years.  In  his  native  land  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  but  here  he  lived  retired  from 
active  labor.  He  traveled  quite  extensively  in  the 
Old  World,  and  was  a well-informed  and  highly  re- 
spected man.  He  was  in  the  British  army  under 
\\  ellington  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  lost  the 
middle  finger  of  his  right  hand  in  that  engagement. 
He  was  a sincere  and  consistent  Christian  and  a local 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged.  She  departed  this  life  January  27, 
1S85,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  by  his  side  in  the  Carbondale  cemetery. 

AARON  SMITH,  general  farmer  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  old 
and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  this  neighbor- 
hood. He  was  born  February  23.  1838.  on  the 
place  which  he  now  owns,  a son  of  Henry  Smith  and 
Sarah  ( Schoch)  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith's  grandparents  were  of  German  an- 
cestry. His  grandmother  Smith  was  a daughter 
of  Fionas  Metzgar.  born  in  Springfield  township, 
Bucks  Co.,  Penn..  April  11,  1776.  Fionas  Metz- 
gar moved  into  what  is  now  Monroe  countv  before 
his  grandmother  Smith  grew  to  womanhood,  and 
purchased  a piece  of  land  in  Lower  Smithfield  town- 
ship, containing  11GU  acres,  conveyed  by  deed  of 
Abraham  Ball,  consideration  116  I 10  shillings,  on 
the  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1790.  The  prop- 
erty is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  M. 
Hoffman  (deceased). 

• 04 


John  Smith,  who  was  formerly  a resident  of 
Lehigh  county,  married  Anna  Maria  Metzgar.  Fie 
purchased  a piece  of  land  in  Lower  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Northampton  (now  Monroe)  county,  con- 
taining 102  acres,  situated  one  mile  north  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  which  is  now  the  Pool  property,  which 
was  conveyed  by  deed  of  Adam  Fehler  April  23, 
1801,  where  Mr.  Smith  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  left  his  wife  with  seven  children, 
five  boys  and  two  girls.  Henry,  the  eldest,  was 
the  father  of  our  subject;  he  was  born  November 
11,  1798. 

(2)  John  married  a Miss  Hauser,  of  Monroe 

county.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer,  and  lived 
a number  of  years  in  Monroe  county,  thence  moved 
to  Northampton,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  F our  children  were  born  to  them : Bar- 

net,  who  was  a carpenter,  lived  in  Phillipsburg,  N. 
J.,  for  many  years,  and  is  now  deceased.  Samuel, 
who  lives  in  Bangor,  Penn.,  taught  school  for  thirty 
years ; during  recent  years  he  has  been  a carpenter. 
A family  of  children  were  born  to  them.  John,  Jr., 
and  Mary  are  both  deceased. 

(3)  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  • of  Jacob 
Transue.  They  were  residents  of  Monroe  county. 
Mr.  Transue  was  a descendant  of  French  Hugue- 
not ancestry.  He  settled  in  Monroe  county  at  an 
early  date,  and  died  in  1873.  Mrs.  Transue  died 
in  1857.  Seven  children  blessed  their  union,  as 
follows:  Julia,  wife  of  Jacob  Pipher , Catharine, 
wife  of  Henry  Treible;  Charles  S.  married  Ellen 
Groot;  Mary  married  David  Z.  Michael ; Sarah  mar- 
ried Jesse  Albert;  Matilda  became  the  wife  of 
George  M.  Hoffman;  and  George  S.  married  Jane 
Nye.  They  are  all  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
George  S.,  who  is  a Methodist  minister  located  at 
Solvay,  New  York. 

(4)  Jacob  Smith,  approaching  manhood,  found 
employment  in  Mt.  Betnel,  Northampton  countv, 
becoming  a carpenter  by  trade.  Fie  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Mathias  Frutchey,  of  Alt.  Bethel, 
Northampton  county,  in  1825.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  18S4.  Nine  children  blessed  their  union: 
Samuel  (deceased)  ; Simon,  Catharine  FI.  and 
and  Mary,  who  live  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn. ; Madison,  who  lives  in  New  York  State; 
Jesse,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  William  FI. 
in  the  State  of  Washington ; Jacob  lives  in  Alis- 
souri;  and  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  LaBar,  re- 
sides in  Mechanicsvillc,  New  York. 

(5)  Samuel  located  in  Northampton  countv 
after  he  grew  to  manhood.  lie  was  a carpenter  bv 

i trade.  He  married  Sally  Rasley.  of  the  same  coun- 
ty. Three  children  blessed  this  union  of  the  first 
wife,  one  son  and  two  daughters.  Theodore  mar- 
ried a Miss  Ott;  Mary  A.  married  George  Trovell; 
and  Liza  J.  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Angelmire. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  'fifties  he  located  in  Ste- 
phenson county,  111.  FI  is  wife  died,  and  he  after- 
ward married  Mrs.  Jennie  Dodd,  of  Tennessee.  Bv 
her  one  daughter  and  two  sons  were  born.  The 

1 children  of  the  first  union  are  deceased.  Samuel 
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Smith  died  in  Stephenson  county,  111.,  about  fifteen  j 
years  ago. 

(6)  Catharine  married  Henry  Detrick,  of  ' 
Smithfield.  Mr.  Detrick  in  his  early  manhood  was 

a carpenter,  later  in  life  he  became  a farmer,  con- 
tinuing tbe  business  a number  of  years ; then  sold 
his  farm  and  moved  to  East  Stroudsburg,  w here  he 
lived  retired.  They  both  died  at  a good  old  age.  ! 
They  had  a family  of  nine  children  : Charles  S. 

died  in  Stroudsburg,  leaving  a widow  and  two  1 
daughters  to  survive  him.  William  S.  lived  in  ! 
Raymond,  Blackhawk  Co.,  Iowa;  he  was  engaged  : 
in  the  mercantile  business.  lie  died  in  1897,  leav- 
ing a widow,  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  Sam-  j 
uel  lives  in  East  Stroudsburg.  Mary,  who  was  j 
married  to  Simon  Myers,  long  since  deceased.  ! 
George,  wdio  lives  in  Oelwein,  Fayette  Co.,  Iowa,  j 
Martin  lived  and  died  in  Smithfield.  Reuben  lives 
at  Cedar  Tails,  Iowa.  Joseph  lives  in  the  State  ! 
of  Nebraska.  Frank  lives  in  Cerro  Gordo  county,  J 
Iowa.  Amanda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Smith,  ] 
lives  in  Stroud  township. 

(7)  Daniel,  born  and  reared  in  Smithfield 

township,  a farmer  by  occupation,  married  Sarah  i 
Rhillips,  of  Northampton  county.  Hoping  to  bet-  j 
ter  his  condition  financially,  he  moved  to  Columbia 
county,  Penn.,  where  land  was  less  costly.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them:  Joseph,  who  enlisted 

in  the  U.  S.  service  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  from 
disease  contracted  in  the  service ; and  four  daugh- 
ters, Sophia,  Susanna,  Maria  and  Cristann. 

Henry  Smith,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Lower  Smith-  : 
field  township,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  Novem-  1 
ber  11,  1798,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  county.  I 
On  reaching  manhood  he  chose  the  trade  of  weaver. 
He  went  to  Lehigh  county,  where  he  learned  the  [ 
art;  then  returned  to  Lower  Smithfield,  where  he 
erected  a shop  about  the  year  1819.  He  wove  ! 
spreads  and  worked  in  general  for  farmers  and 
others.  In  connection  with  weaving  he  held  an  ap- 
pointment from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  as  jus-  j 
tice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  His  jurisdiction 
extended  over  five  townships.  He  and  his  wid-  j 
owed  mother  kept  house  to  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
in  1828,  to  Miss  Sarah  Schoch,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Anna  M.  Schoch.  of  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn.  Sarah  Schoch  was  born  April  10,  1806. 

Henry  Smith  continued  the  occupation  of 
weaving  until  about  1840,  when  failing  health 
brought  him  to  seek  a more  healthful  occupation. 

A number  of  children  were  already  added  to  the 
family.  He  purchased  some  additional  land  and 
began  farming.  Later  he  purchased  more  land  and 
built  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  also  an  addition 
to  his  house.  Schools  being  few  and  far  between, 
people,  generally  speaking,  were ' unlearned.  In 
those  days  the  law  made  no  provision  for  limita- 
tion. It  was  common  for  creditors  to  sue  for  the 
collection  of  small  debts,  and  this  brought  distress 
and  trouble,  and  many  a person  sought  counsel  and 
advice  in  tbe  person  of  Squire  Smith.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  was  an  Old-line  Whig  until  the  advent 


of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church.  He  continued 
farming  up'  to  his  death,  on  September  6,  1862. 
Sarah  (Schoch)  Smith  survived  him  many  years, 
passing  away  on  the  old  homestead  February  11, 
1895,  in  her  eighty-ninth  year. 

Eleven  children  blessed  their  union,  all  born  on 
the  farm  in  Smithfield,  and  all  of  whom  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood. 

(1)  John  J.  died  in  November,  1S62,  unmar- 
ried. 

(2)  Samuel  went  to  Northampton  county  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with  his  uncle,  S. 
Smith.  He  married  Caroline  Engler,  of  the  same 
county,  where  he  lived  from  that  time  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  153rd  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, for  one  year's  service,  during  which  time 
he  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  removed  his  family  to  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
where  he  still  lives.  They  had  four  children : 
George,  who  died  in  1884,  in  young  manhood; 
Emma,  Stella  and  Harry.  Stella  was  graduated 
from  the  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School,  class 
of  1S91,  and  has  since  been  a successful  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  Wilkes  Barre. 
Harry  is  a bookkeeper  in  Wilkes  Barre,  and  an 
accomplished  musician.  Emma  lives  with  her  par- 
ents. ■ Mr.  Smith,  his  wife  and  family  are  members 
and  active  workers  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  Politic- 
ally Mr.  Smith  is  a Republican. 

(3)  Mary  died  in  August,  1S95,  at  the  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap.  She  was  unmarried.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church ; was  devoted  to 
her  Church,  and  gave  liberally  of  her  means  for  its 
support.  For  eighteen  years  she  was  assistant 
matron  of  the  Orphans’  Home  in  Wilkes  Barre, 
and  was  devoted  to  its  interests. 

(4)  Levi,  after  leaving  the  old  home,  learned 

the  trade  of  bricklaying  and  plastering,  and  for 
many  years  engaged  in  that  pursuit.  In  the  fall 
of  1862  he  was  drafted  in  the  service.  At  the 
organization  of  the  176th  regiment  he  was  chosen 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  C,  for  nine  months, 
which  time  he  served  on  the  coast  of  South  Caro- 
lina. On  his  discharge  from  service  he  returned 
to  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  continued  his  occu- 
pation in  connection  with  a farm  he  purchased  near 
the  town,  which  he  has  occupied  for  a good  many 
years.  In  1861  lie  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Mott, 
daughter  of  Edward  Mott,  of  Stroud  township. 
They  have  three  surviving  children : Artisee, 

Sherman  L.  and  Luletia.  Hannah  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  and  two  children  died  in  infancy.  Sher- 
man L.  is  a graduate  of  the  Millersville  State  Nor- 
mal School.  He  resides  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
for  a number  of  years,  lie  married  Catharine 
Walton,  of  Plymouth.  They  nave  one  daughter. 
Artisee,  also  a graduate  of  Millersville  State  No**- 
mal  School,  makes  her  home  in  Laramie,  State  < 
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....iiijiig,  where  she  is  successfully  engaged  in 
. filing.  Lutetia  married  Howard  Shively,  of 
: .1,:  Stroudsburg.  Mr.  Shively  is  a barber  by 
! ::.ide.  They  live  in  Bushkill,  Pike  Lo.,  Penn.  They 

; ,i\  c one  daughter. 

(5)  Henry  Smith,  Jr.,  married  Miss  Cathar- 
I me  .uosteller,  daughter  of  Philip  Mosteller,  of 
] Hamilton  township,  Alonroe  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  Smith 
i>  a mason  by  trade.  They  live  in  Scranton,  Penn. 
They  have  two  children,  Howard  At.  and  Hattie. 
Howard  AI.  is  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  and  has  been  engaged  in  phar- 
macy most  of  the  time  since  his  graduation.  He 
now  lives  on  a farm  at  Liberty  Falls,  N.  Y.  He 

i married  Aliss  Anna  Gould,  daughter  of  a Aleth- 

1 odist  minister.  Two  children,  a daughter  and  son, 

have  been  born  to  them.  Hattie  is  a graduate  of 
the  Scranton  high  school,  and  has  given  half  a 
, score  of  years  of  her  life  to  teaching.  She  is  niar- 
i lied  to  Prof.  James  R.  Hughs,  a graduate  of  Buck- 
i nell  University.  He  is  professor  of  Latin  and 

j Greek  in  the  Scranton  high  school.  Air.  Smith  and 

■ his  wife  are  members  of  the  Al.  E.  Church.  Polit- 

\ ically  Air.  Smith  is  an  uncompromising  Prohibi- 

| tionist.  (6)  Aaron  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 

I (7)  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  Omer  B.  Smith, 

| of  Monroe  county,  Penn.  He  died  in  1887,  leaving 

5 two  sons,  Orville  and  Charles  Russel.  The  former 

1 is  by  occupation  a house  painter;  the  latter  is  still 

\ in  school.  O.  B.  Smith  was  a member  of  Com- 

i pany  G,  142nd  regiment  Pa.  Vol.,  served  during 

the  Civil  war,  and  was  mustered  out  at  the  close 
of  the  struggle.  Fie  took  part  in  a number  of  bat- 
tles, and  was  wounded  in  the  hand  at  the  battle  of 
F'redericksburg,  Ya.  After  his  marriage  he  moved 
to  Wilkes  Barre,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a car- 
j penter  until  a few  years  before  his  death,  when  he 

| returned  to  Alonroe  county,  where  he  died.  They 

! lost  a daughter  in  childhood.  (8)  Reuben  mar- 

| ried  Miss  Almeda  Stetler,  of  Ashley,  Luzerne 

| Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  reside  with  their  family  of 

live  children : Sterling,  Elcthea,  Ruth,  Day  and 

(Ethel.  Sterling  is  married  and  lives  in  Ashley.  I 
Air.  Smith  has  been  engaged  in  delivering  coal  to 
customers  in  Wilkes  Barre  and  Ashley.  (9) 

| Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  E.  D.  Huffman,  of  Alar- 

i shad's  Creek,  Alonroe  Co.,  Penn.  They  have  eight 

children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  (10) 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Newhart,  of  Delaware 
i Water  Gap,  Penn.  They  have  one  daughter,  Jen- 
; nie,  who  lives  with  her  parents.  She  is  organist  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Delaware  Water  Gap. 

( 1 1 ) Charles  S.,  the  youngest  child,  was  born 
August  28,  184S.  His  early  life  was  spent  at  home  ! 

| on  the  farm.  At  twenty  be  clerked  for  two  years  ! 

in  a store  in  East  Strou  Jsburg,  and  later  taught 
school  two  winters  in  the  old  Ilouscrville  school 
house.  In  April,  1S73,  he  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Alillersville,  Penn.,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  there  in  July,  1875.  The  following 
"dmer  he  was  principal  of  the  public  schools  of 
-nst  Stroudsburg.  In  the  Centennial  year  he  be- 


gan teaching  in  Trcmount  Seminary,  Norristown, 
Penn.,  and  remained  there  five  years.  During  his 
stay  there,  in  June,  1880,  he  married  Ella  Dresher, 
Of  Norristown.  In  1881,  because  of  ill  health,  he 
resigned  his  position,  and  in  September  of  that  year 
went  west  and  located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 
There  he  has  since  resided.  After  going  to  Iowa 
he  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law,  and  has  since 
given  his  time  to  law,  loans  and  real  estate.  In 
politics  he  is  a conservative  Republican ; in  religion 
a Presbyterian.  He  has  never  held  any  public 
office  except  that  of  school  director;  is  a Sunday- 
school  worker,  Church  trustee  and  Y.  AI.  C.  A.  di- 
rector. Two  children  have  been  born  into  his  fam- 
ily: Herbert  FI.,  on  April  17,  1883;  and  Florence, 

on  July  2,  1SS7. 

Aaron  Smith  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  of 
his  birth,  and  received  such  educational  advantages 
as  were  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood days.  Fie  was  trained  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, assisting  his  father  in  the  work  about  the 
home  farm,  and  in  his  early  manhood  also  learned 
the  milling  business,  at  which  he  served  four  years. 

Air.  Smith  was  enrolled,  August  18,  1862,  at 
Stroudsburg,  under  W.  K.  Flaviland,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war.  The  company  was  called 
to  Harrisburg  on  September  1.  A regimental  or- 
ganization was  effected  by  the  choice  of  the  follow- 
ing officers : Colonel,  Robert  P.  Cummings,  of 

Somerset  county;  lieutenant-colonel,  Alfred  B. 
AIcCalmont,  of  Venango  county;  major,  John 
Bradley,  of  Luzerne  county.  It  was  called  the 
142nd  Regiment  Pa.  Vols.,  and  was  sworn  into  the 
U.  S.  service  at  Harrisburg.  The  following  day 
they  were  ordered  to  Washington,  and  arrived 
there  just  as  the  wounded  were  coming  in  after  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Few  of  them  had  ever 
seen  the  distinguished  place  before,  and  the  dome  of 
the  great  Capitol  building  rose  up  before  them  in 
great  splendor  as  they  entered  the  city.  They 
learned  from  the  wounded  that  came  flocking  into 
the  city  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been 
defeated  on  the  same  identical  ground  where  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run  had  been  fought  the  year 
before.  The  regiment  was  marched  out  about  four 
miles,  near  the  Alaryland  line,  where  they  were  or- 
dered into  camp.  Soon  the  regiment  was  actively 
engaged  throwing  up  earthworks  and  felling  the 
trees  around  the  chain  of  forts.  While  encamped 
here  Gen.  McClellan,  at  the  head  of  the  defeated 
army,  passed  tlieir  camp  for  Alaryland.  A few 
days  later  the  booming  of  cannon  was  heard,  which 
proved  to  be  at  South  Mountain  between  Gens. 
Hill  and  Longstreet,  Confederates,  and  Hooker  and 
Reno,  Fedcrals.  Three  days  later,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  the  battle  of  Antictam  was  fought. 
Gen.  Lee  retreated  from  the  field.  The  loss  of 
killed  and  wounded  was  heavy  on  both  sides.  Gen. 
Lee  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia.  The  142nd 
regiment  was  ordered  to  pack  up  and  leave  for 
Washington,  where  they  boarded  a train  on  the 
B.  & O.  railroad  for  Frederick,  Aid.  There  a gen- 
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eral  field  hospital  was  established  lor  the  wounded 
which  were  brought  to  that  place  from  South 
Mountain  and  Antietain.  The  regiment  was  on 
duty  there  for  a few  weeks,  where  they  heard  the 
groans  among  the  suffering,  wounded  and  dying 
soldiers.  From  this  place  liis  regiment  left  for 
Antietam,  where  they  joined  the  Army  of  the  l’o- 
tomac.  On  October  26,  which  was  Sunday,  with 
this  grand  old  army  they  made  their  first  day's 
inarch.  They  well  remember  the  day.  It  com- 
menced raining  in  the  morning  and  continued  till 
late  in  the  night,  when  it  changed  into  sleet  and 
snow.  That  was  a night  of  suffering.  In  the 
morning  they  found  the  fences  for  miles  around 
had  been  burned.  The  next  morning  they  resumed 
their  march,  and  that  night  camped  at  ilerlin,  on 
the  Potomac.  They  remained  there  a few  days, 
where  they  were  supplied  with  rations  and  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition.  Then  they  crossed  the 
Potomac  on  their  march  to  Fredericksburg.  On 
the  way,  at  Warrenton,  Ya.,  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  drawn  up  into  line  and  reviewed  by 
President  Lincoln,  Gen.  McClellan  and  Gen.  Bum- 
side.  At  this  place  Gen.  Burnside  superseded  Gen. 
McClellan  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. They  continued  the  march  to  Brooks  Sta- 
tion, where  the  army  encamped  a few  days,  getting 
ready  for  the  great  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  which 
was  fought  December  13,  1862,  proving  a dis- 
astrous defeat  to  Gen.  Burnside’s  army.  They  re- 
treated across  the  Rappahannock  under  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night.  In  the  morning  the  defeated 
army  was  safely  across  the  river.  The  loss  to  the 
regiment  was  270  men  killed  and  wounded.  Major 
Bradley  was  shot  in  the  leg,  and  died  from  its 
effects.  The  battle  was  brief  but  terrific.  Many 
of  Mr.  Smith’s  comrades  in  his  company  fell  in  the 
advance.  Mr.  Smith  found  his  overcoat  the  w'orse 
for  wear  after  the  battle,  several  holes  being  dis- 
covered. From  this  place  the  army  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  at  Belle  Plain,  Va.  In  February  a gen- 
eral move  was  ordered,  which  proved  a disastrous 
affair,  and  was  known  as  the  "Burnside  Mud 
larch.”  The  next  engagement  was  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  there  the  army  met  with  further  dis- 
aster. His  regiment,  connected  with  the  First 
Army  Corps,  was  making  a feint  below  Fredericks- 
burg to  draw  the  enemy’s  force  from  Chancellors- 
ville.  The  enemy  was  shelling  them  from  the 
heights.  Disaster  happened  to  the  Eleventh  Corps, 
and  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  with  haste 
to  the  right  of  the  army.  As  they  pulled  out  a 
piece  of  an  exploded  shell  took  the  under  jaw  off 
of  the  Colonel’s  horse.  Another  horse  was  sub- 
stituted, a forward  move  was  made.  They  reached 
Chancellorsville,  a distance  of  eighteen  miles,  in  the 
night.  After  crossing  at  the  W.  S.  Ford  they 
passed  to  the  front,  where  the  battle  was  raging. 
As  the  regiment  went  into  line  of  battle  on  the  eve 
of  a charge,  there  came  a lull  in  the  battle,  as  both 
armies  ceased  firing.  The  regiment  slept  on  their 
arms  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  the  battle  was 
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resumed  on  the  left  and  center.  Rain  fell  that 
night  in  torrents  and  the  army  was  withdrawn, 
a cause  of  discouragement,  and  the  ranks  depleted. 

The  army  then  went  into  camp  below  Freder- 
icksburg, near  the  Rappahannock,  doing  picket  duty 
and  drilling,  preparing  for  another  movement. 
After  a few  weeks  in  camp,  stories  were  rife  for 
another  movement.  Orders  were  issued  that  men 
were  to  have  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  and  sev- 
eral days’  rations,  and  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s 
notice.  Gen.  Lee,  with  his  entire  army,  was  mak- 
ing up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  invade  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
on  its  move  toward  Washington.  liis  corps,  the 
First,  commanded  by  Gen.  Reynolds,  by  Jong  and 
hard  marches  up  through  Virginia  and  crossing  the 
Potomac  at  Edward’s  Ferry,  reached  Emmetsburg 
June  30,  by  way  of  Frederick.  Scouts  reported  the 
enemy  in  force  at  Gettysburg,  eight  miles  away. 
Early  on  July  1 the  corps  left  Emmetsburg  and 
advanced  toward  Gettysburg,  the  weather  being 
hot,  the  men  jaded  and  worn  out  by  long  marching. 
They  soon  heard  the  firing  of  skirmishers ; the 
column  filed  left  of  the  town  and  came  into  line  on 
Seminary  ridge.  The  battle  opened.  Gen.  Rey- 
nolds fell  while  riding  with  the  advance  skirmish- 
ers. Gen.  Doubleday  succeeded  Gen.  Reynolds  in 
command.  Batteries  were  gotten  into  position,  and 
the  firing  was  terrible.  The  enemy  had  a superior 
force  in  numbers.  His  corps  fell  back  through  the 
town,  and  escape  seemed  impossible.  Here  is  where 
Mr.  Smith  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  perhaps 
two  thousand  beside.  The  remnant  of  Reynolds’ 
corps  formed  in  line  on  Cemetery  Hill.  Gen.  Han- 
cock, with  his  corps,  arrived  in  the  nick  of  time, 
and  stayed  the  progress  of  the  advancing  foe  for 
the  day.  At  the  close  of  this  day’s  contest  Mr. 
Smith  extracted  a minie  ball  from  his  haversack, 
lodged  among  the  hardtack.  . His  colonel  fell  on 
the  field  mortally  wounded,  and  many  of  his  com- 
rades to  rise  no  more.  The  cannonading  on  the 
second  and  third  day  was  terrific.  After  Gen. 
Pickett’s  charge  and  repulse  on  the  third  day,  Gen. 
Lee  commenced  his  retreat  the  following  day  over 
the  mountains  into  Maryland,  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  Williamsport,  thence  up  the  valley  to  Staunton, 
Ya.  In  making  this  tramp  Air.  Smith’s  shoes  were 
worn  out,  and  he  marched  barefoot.  His  pants 
no  longer  reached  to  his  ankles.  The  same  was 
true  of  the  rest  of  the  large  number  of  prisoners. 
They  arrived  at  Richmond,  and  were  marched  over 
on  Belle  Isle,  about  August  1.  After  spending  two 
months  on  the  island  they  were  paroled  and  sent  ‘o 
Annapolis,  where  the  men  took  a thorough  scour- 
ing and  received  new  clothing.  Once  more  they 
were  in  God’s  country,  where  Old  Glory  waved  over 
the  land  of  the  free  and  the  homes  of  the  brave. 
The  winter  was  spent  at  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis. 
Md.  The  following  day  they  were  exchanged 
and  joined  their  regiment,  after  Gen.  Grant’s  cam- 
paign of  the  Wilderness,  at  Cold  Harbor,  on  June 
6,  1864.  The  army  moved  forward,  marched  through 
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Chickahominy  Swamp,  crossed  the  James  river  and 
arrived  in  front  of  Petersburg  June  18,  1864.  They 
found  the  enemy  in  force,  attacked,  and  pressed 
them  back  into  their  first  line  of  earthworks,  under 
the  cover  of  darkness,  formed  the  line,  and  threw  up 
the  breastworks  as  close  to  the  enemy  as  could  be 
got.  P'orts  were  then  thrown  up  by  large  details 
of  men  nightly.  In  this  way  the  line  was  estab- 
lished for  miles,  and  supplied  with  cannon.  An- 
other important  move  was  made  to  take  the  Weldon 
railroad,  which  resulted  in  a severe  engagement. 
The  next  engagement  was  that  of  Hatcher’s  Run ; 
then  Chapin’s  farm;  then  Davney’s  Mills.  Winter 
now  came  on.  I11  December  Mr.  Smith's  corps  and 
the  cavalry  made  a raid  nearly  to  the  line  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  destruction  of  the  Weldon  rail- 
road. The  next  move,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  was 
to  take  the  South  Sicie  railroad  and  l ive  Forks, 
which  resulted  in  a hard-fought  battle  by  the  Fifth 
corps  and  cavalry.  The  Rebel  army  was  routed. 
A forced  march  was  made  to  Amelia  Court  House, 
where  Gen.  Lee  was  cut  oft  from  getting  to  Dan- 
ville. Lee  then  started  his  retreat  toward  Lynch- 
burg, and  at  .Appomattox  Court  House  was  com- 
pelled to  surrender,  April  9,  1865.  The  subject  of 
this  review  was  an  eye  witness  to  his  surrender. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  considered  the  war 
brought  to  a close.  They  returned  to  Washington 
by  way  of  Petersburg  and  Fredericksburg,  where 
the  comrades  took  part  in  the  last  grand  review, 
and  were  mustered  out  of  service  a few  days  later. 
The  subject  was  mustered  out  as  first  sergeant. 
They  then  went  to  Harrisburg,  drew  their  final  pay, 
bade  each  other  farewell,  and  left  for  home.  His 
regiment,  the  142nd  I’a.  \ oh,  took  part  in  twenty- 
four  engagements.  Mr.  Smith  did  not  spend  one 
day  in  hospital. 

Mr.  Smith,  on  returning  home,  resumed  farm- 
ing in  Monroe  county,  and  carried  it  on  success- 
fully until  1884,  when  lie  sold  the  larger  part  of  his 
place.  In  October,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Mar- 
garet Overfield,  of  Middle  Smithheld  township, 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Lydia  Overfield, 
who  had  a family  of  live  children : Sarah 

died  in  infancy.  William  J.,  who  was  a resident 
of  Lima,  Howard  Co.,  Iowa,  died  in  November, 
1898,  leaving  a widow  and  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  One  son,  Elmer  E.,  M.  D., 
is  serving  his  second  term  as  representative  to  the 
Iowa  Legislature.  William  J.  Overfield  married 
Miss  Maria  Shoemaker,  of  New  Jersey,  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Van  Campen)  Shoemaker. 
George  M.  Overfield,  who  resides  in  Bethlehem, 
l’enn.,  married  Elizabeth  Shick.  of  Northampton 
county.  They  have  eight  surviving  children,  three 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom.havc  graduated  . 
from  the  Bethlehem  high  school.  Elizabeth  Over- 
field  became  the  wife  of  John  V.  Shoemaker,  of  New 
Jersey.  In  1862  Mr.  Shoemaker  was  chosen  cap- 
tain of  Company  C,  178th  drafted  regiment  of  in- 
fantry. for  nine  months'  service  in  the  Civil  war.  j 
JJe  died  in  1881.  Ilis  wife  passed  away  in  July,  j 


1888,  without  issue;  and  Margaret  Ovcrfield.  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Smith’s  great-great-grand- 
father  was  Paul  Overfield.  FIc  was  of  Dutch  ori- 
gin, and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county ; 
he  was,  according  to  records,  assessed  with  160 
acres  of  land  in  Middle  Smithficld  township  in 
1786.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Overfield)  Smith’s  great- 
grandfather on  her  maternal  side  wras  George  Mich- 
ael, Sr.  He,  with  his  wife  Anna  Margaret  and 
their  three  sons  and  their  wives,  came  from  Forks 
township,  Northampton  county.  They  were  of 
German  parentage.  They  settled  along  the  Dela- 
ware river,  four  miles  above  Shawnee,  on  four 
tracts  of  land  conveyed  by  deed  of  Isaac  Humphrey 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  to  George  Michael,  Sr.,  April 
23,  1794,  containing  about  eight  hundred  acres, 
consideration  £2. 900.  George  M.  Michael,  a grand- 
son, who  lived  in  the  same  house,  was  a son  of  John 
Michael,  Sr.,  and  died  July  16,  1893,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-three  years  and  sixteen  days. 
The  grandparents  of  our  subject's  wife  were  John 
Michael,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Schnable)  Michael; 
the  latter,  who  died  in  1830,  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  two  sons  and  eight  daughters.  One  of 
the  daughters  was  Lydia  (Michael)  Overfield, 
mother  of  our  subject's  wife.  She  died  April  9, 
1891. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  two  chil- 
dren : Lizzie,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  Lucy, 

who  wras  born  in  March,  1870,  and  is  still  living 
with  her  parents.  She  received  her  education  in 
the  pubile  schools  and  the  Kutztowm  (Penn.)  State 
Normal  School,  graduating  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion in  the  class  of  1890.  She  was  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  for  five  years  after  her  grad- 
uation, one  year  in  Lansford,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn., 
and  four  successive  years  in  the  Stroudsburg  public 
schools.  Miss  Smith  is  a well-informed,  refined 
young  lad}',  well  known  and  liked  in  the  locality 
where  she  lives.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  settled  on  the  old  Smith  homestead, 
which  he  purchased  after  his  father's  death,  and  here 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  which  he  spent  in  Middle  Smithficld, 
along  the  Delaware  river. 

Mr.  Smith  is  known  as  a frugal,  industrious 
man,  one  who  has  made  an  honest  living  by  his 
energy,  good  management  and  strictly  temperate 
habits,  a id  is  ranked  among  the  solid,  respected 
citizens  of  the  township.  Ilis  estimable  wife  shares 
with  him  the  good  opinion  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors.  They  are  noted  for  their  kindness  and 
hospitality,  which  are  almost  proverbial  in  Smith- 
field.  Mr.  Smith  holds  membership  with  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  his  wife  anti  daughter  with  the  M.  E. 
Church.  They  are  regular  attendants  at  Church 
services,  and  actively  engaged  in  Sunday-scLM 
work.  Mr.  Smith  served  a number  of  terms  as 
school  director.  He  was  appointed  enumerator  for 
Smithficld  township,  and  took  the  census  for  1890. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  of  the  L rated 


. ..!  v , ..  • 

. 


1014 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


States  in  i860.  Socially  lie  is  a member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  belonging  to  W adsworth  Post  150,  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.  The  Smith  brothers  are  strictly  non- 
drinkers and  anti-tobacconists,  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation. 

PARDON  T.  LINDSEY.  Among  the  old 
residents  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, the  subject  of  this  sketch  takes  high  rank.  His 
personality  is  forceful  and  attractive,  and  he  has 
exemplified  the  life  of  an  earnest  and  public-spirited 
citizen.  Ilis  grandfather,  Amherst  Lindsey,  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  migrated  to  America  and  lived  for 
years  in  Vermont.  Later  he  removed  to  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
purchased  a farm  of  105  acres  and  resided  a num- 
ber of  years.  Pie  later  purchased  another  farm, 
near  by,  and  he  died  in  Dimock  township,  at  the 
same  residence  of  his  son. 

Myron  Lindsey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1804.  Pie  was  a grown  boy 
when  he  came  with  his  father  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  was  married  in  Bridgewater  township  to 
Malinda  Tiffany,  daughter  of  Noah  Tiffany,  who 
settled  in  Brooklyn  township  in  1809.  [A  sketch 
of  the  Tiffany  family  appears  elsewhere.]  Myron 
Lindsey  was  a man  of  Christian  character.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a Republican  in  his  later  life.  lie 
died  in  Bridgewater  in  1857  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three  years,  his  wife  in  1891,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
James,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Jane,  who  died 
young;  Olney.  who  died  young;  Nancy,  who  mar- 
ried Edwin  Tiffany,  and  lived  at  Sugar  Notch,  Lu- 
zerne countv;  Pardon  T.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Lucy,  wife  of  Highland  Bissell,  of  Bridgewa- 
ter township. 

Pardon  T.  Lindsey  was  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, August  21,  1841.  Pie  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Bridgewater  township,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  began  farm  work.  On  August  9,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  141st  P.  Y.  I.,  and  served 
until  discharged  on  surgeon’s  certificate  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Lindsey,  when  his 
health  was  recovered,  worked  for  a time  as  a car- 
penter and  later  in  a sawmill.  He  was  married,  in 
1867,  in  Brooklyn  township,  to  Mary  Goss,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Card)  Goss.  Edward 
Goss  was  married  in  Dimock  township  in  1822, 
and  died  December  25,  1868.  Plis  wife  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county  March  6,  1825,  and  is  now 
living  at  Glenwood.  Penn.  The  familv  of  Edward 
and  Sarah  Goss  consisted  of  the  following  children: 
John  Milan,  who  died  young;  Jane  Ann.  who  also 
died  young:  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject,  born  June 
jo,  1849:  Susan  Emeline,  born  in  ,1851.  wife  of 
Cannon  Sprague,  of  Lenox  township;  Edgar  Fre- 
mont.  who  died  in  early  childhood;  Julietta,  wife 
of  E.  \Y.  Lord,  of  Ilopbottom;  and  Minnie  Au- 
gusta, wife  of  A.  G.  Wheeler,  of  Tompkinsville. 
3 ’cnnsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 


sons:  Edwin,  born  in  1869,  a carpenter  of  Peck- 

vi lie,  Penn.,  and  Ernest,  born  in  1873,  a carpen- 
ter of  Ashley,  Penn.  Mr.  Lindsey  located  in  Hop- 
bottom  in  1868,  and  for  nine  years  was  employed  by 
the  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  Co.  Later  he  followed  car- 
penter work  in  Lenox  township.  In  1884  he  bought 
a farm  of  eleven  acres  in  Lathrop  township,  and 
erected  his  present  residence,  doing  all  the  work 
himself.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 
Himself  and  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the 
P’resbyterian  Church  at  Brooklyn,  of  which,  for 
the  past  five  years  he  has  been  a trustee.  He  is  a 
member  of  Lieut.  Rogers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  143. 
of  Brooklyn,  Penn.  He  now  follows  his  trade  of 
carpentering  in  connection  with  farming,  and  for 
his  many  sterling  qualities  is  most  highly  regarded 
throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

LI.  C.  JACKSON,  a prominent  and  influential 
farmer  residing  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  there.  May 
12,  1848,  and  was  one  of  the  six  children  constitut- 
ing the  family  of  John  and  Abbie  \Y.  (Appley) 
Jackson. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Mr.  Jackson 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
locality,  later  attending  the  L’nion  Academy  at  Da- 
mascus, Penn.,  for  several  terms.  After  teaching 
for  two  terms  in  Fremont,  Sullivan,  Co..  N.  Y., 
he  accepted  a position  as  clerk  for  Fortnam  & 
Smith,  who  conducted  a general  store  at  Tyler' 
Hill,  Wayne  county,  remaining  with  them  for  ten 
years.  • Subsequently  he  went  to  Dyberry  town- 
ship, and  entered  the  employ  of  Menner  & Co.,  and 
conducted  a branch  store  for  that  firm  for  eight 
years  at  Tanners  Falls.  In  1SS7  he  located  upon 
his  present  farm,  known  as  the  Monington  farm, 
on  which  he  has  erected  a model  $2,000  residence, 
with  broad  piazza  and  bay  windows.  He  has  also 
built  good  barns,  a spring  house  for  milk,  and  made 
many  other  excellent  improvements  which  add 
greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of 
the  place.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  dairying.  He 
is  interested  in  all  the  new  and  progressive  meth- 
ods of  farming,  and  in  1896  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Wayne  County  Farmers  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co.,  which  was  organized  in  1891. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  married,  in  1S72,  to  A I iss 
Josephine  Anderson,  a successful  teacher,  who  was 
a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Anderson,  both  now  de- 
ceased. She  is  a sister  of  Capt.  Anderson,  of  Cal- 
licoon  Depot,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have 
four  children:  R.  E.,  who  as  a veterinary  sur- 

geon graduated  from  the  Toronto  (Canada)  Vet- 
erinary College  in  i8c/3;  Julia  II.,  a competent  and 
successful  teacher  in  Wayne  county:  Edna  Blanche; 
and  Harry  G.,  at  home.  Politically  Mr.  Jackson 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  lie  is  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
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bath  school  at  Tyler  Hill.  He  is  a director  and 
vice-president  of  the  Wayne  County  Agricultural 
Society,  and  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive men  of  his  community.  He  is  also  sec- 
retary of  the  school  board,  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  everything  that  tends  to  the  advancement  of 
the  moral  and  educational  welfare  of  his  township 
and  countv. 

CHARLES  H.  WOOD.  Among  the  residents 
of  Tike  county  who  may  be  considered  self-made 
men,  who  have  within  them  those  sterling  traits 
that  rise  superior  to  circumstances,  and  who  are 
not  only  instances  of  individual  success  but  exam- 
ples of  guidance  for  the  young  and  ambitious,  must  - 
be  mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A keynote 
to  this  character  may  be_  noted  here.  When  a lad 
of  thirteen  years,  during  the  final  year  of  the  great 
struggle  between  the  North  and  South,  he  sought 
to  enlist  as  a drummer  boy  in  the  service  of  his 
country;  but  against  this  patriotic  resolve  his  par-  ! 
cuts  entered  a vigorous  and  successful  veto. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1S49,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Matilda  L.  j 
(French)  Mood,  and  a grandson  of  William  Wood,  i 
The  latter  was  an  Englishman  of  considerable  prom-  j 
inence,  and  lived  at  Canterbury,  England.  He  had 
a family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  latter 
being  named  Charity  and  Susan.  Thomas,  one  of 
the  sons  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  : 
Canterbury  in  March,  180S.  When  a young  man 
he  left  home  and  friends  for  America.  He  mar- 
ried Matilda  L.  French,  who  was  born  in  Lon-  ! 
don,  England,  in  1824,  a daughter  of  Dr.  French, 
who  had  served  in  the  English  army,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  French  and  held  for  some  time,  i 
Returning  to  England,  be  resumed  his  practice,  and 
died  of  blood  poisoning,  caused  by  a cut  in  perform-  j 
ing  an  operation.  The  mother  of  Matilda  died 
when  the  latter  was  nine  days  old.  Matilda  had 
one  sister,  Mary  Ann,  and  they  were  reared  by  an 
aunt. 

After  his  arrival  in  America,  Thomas  Wood  : 
carried  on,  in  New  York  City,  a soap-manufactur- 
ing business  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Mil- 
ford. Penn.  There  he  rented  a farm  for  a time, 
and  later  conducted  a painting  business.  Return- 
ing to  New  York  in  1870.  lie  conducted  a news  j 
stand  until  1884.  Again  taking  up  his  residence  at 
Milford,  lie  lived  a retired  life  until  his  death,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1887.  lie  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife 
died  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  June  17.  18(77.  anr'  uas 
buried  at  Milford.  Thomas  and  Matilda  Wood  : 
bad  eleven  children,  as  follows:  George  W..  of 

New  York  Citv ; Charles  IT.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Winnie  M. : Tillie  I..;  Frank  M.,  a druggist  at  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Ernest  C..  a nainter  at  Milford:  Lil- 
lie; and  William,  Durand,  Walter  and  Thomas,  all 
four  being  deceased. 

Charles  H.  in  his  boyhood  days  began  the  bat-  j 
tie  of  life.  He  received  a common-school  cduca-  1 


tion,  but  his  mental  development  has  been  largely 
practical  in  its  nature,  and  very  valuable.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  lie  began  to  earn  his  own  living 
by  working  on  a farm  in  New  York  State,  and  later 
he  was  employed  by  a florist  in  New  York  City. 
He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Milford,  and  there 
worked  on  a farm.  Next  he  was  a salesman  for 
five  years  in  the  general  store  of  C.  C.  Pinshot. 
Air.  Wood  then  learned  the  painter's  trade,  which  he 
has  carried  on  ever  since,  although  his  active  mind 
sought  supplementary  avenues  of  labor  and  busi- 
ness. For  seven  years  he  was  steward  of  the 
■'Bluff  House.'’  In  18S3  he  entered  the  service  of 
II.  S.  Mott  as  a funeral  director.  He  afterward 
bought  a one-third  interest,  later  increased  to  one- 
half  interest,  in  the  undertaking  business,  the  firm 
name  becoming  Horton  & W ood.  Air.  Wood  con- 
ducted the  first  funeral  in  the  New  Alii  ford  cem- 
etery, and  also  the  first  at  which  the  vault  was  used. 

In  politics  Air.  Wood  is  a Democrat.  For 
three  years  he  has  been  tax  collector  at  Milford, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  served  as 
court  crier.  He  has  served  in  the  town  council  two 
vears,  and  for  the  same  period  was  treasurer.  He 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a 
charter  member  of  the  lodge  at  Alii  ford. 

Air.  Wood  was  married  January  7,  1874.  to 
Aliss  Josephine  Aldrich,  of  W estfall  township.  Pike 
county.  She  was  born  January  1,  1853.  a daughter 
of  Adna  T.  and  Nancy  Jane  (Lutes)  Aldrich,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  O.  and  Alay  (Actings) 
Aldrich,  natives  of  Germany,  who  became  early  and 
prominent  residents  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  Adna 
T.  Aldrich  was  a native  of  Pike  county,  and  was  a 
school  teacher  by  profession.  He  died  in  1S50. 
leaving  a widow  and  four  children,  John  AL.  a 
farmer;  Alary  E.  (deceased);  Levi,  a leading 
farmer  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Josephine, 
wife  of  our  subject.  . The  eldest  of  the  family, 
John  AI.  Aldrich,  is  a leading  farmer  of  W estfall 
township,  Pike  county,  owning  a fine  farm  of  134 
acres,  100  of  which  are  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. The  place  is  adorned  with  fine  buildings. 
Air.  Aldrich  uses  the  latest  improved  machinery; 
He  was  the  first  man  to  build  a silo  in  Pike  county. 
Airs.  A.  T.  Aldrich,  mother  of  Airs.  W ood,  for  her 
second  husband  married  Henry  Hall,  a farmer  of 
English  birth,  who  died  December  9.  1S79.  lie  came 
of  a good  family,  and  early  in  life  had  been  butler 
for  Queen  Victoria.  On  coming  to  America  he  was 
in  business  in  New  \ ork  City  for  some  ten  vears, 
and  then  came  to  Pike  county  and  purchased  a fine 
farm,  becoming  a man  of  prominence  and  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  political  faith,  though  no  ottiee  seeker.  By 
this  marriage  there  was  one  child,  Henry  Hall,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

To  Charles  II.  and  Josephine  Wood  were  born 
two  children.  Blanche  A.  and  Charles  G.  Blanche 
is  a graduate  from  the  Milford  high  school  class 
of  18(73,  an<'  ot"  the  State  Normal  of  Stroudsburg; 
she  has  received  a fine  musical  education,  and  is 
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now  engaged  in  teaching.  For  eight  years  siie 
has  been  organist  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Charles  G.  is  also  a graduate  of  the  Milford  high 
school,  and  of  Packard's  Business  College,  New 
York.  He  is  a graduate  from  the  Cnited  States 
School  of  Embalming,  passing  the  State  board  of 
examination  of  Pennsylvania  successfully  in  the 
same,  and  has  secured  a one-third  interest  in  the 
undertaking  business,  the  firm  name  being  Horton, 
Wood  & Son. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  is  one  of 
the  brightest  and  cultured  and  hospitable  in  Mil- 
ford. The  wife  and  mother  represents  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Pike  county,  is  highly  esteemed 
and  possesses  those  traits  of  grace,  dignity  and 
womanliness,  which  give  life  and  beauty  to  home. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Wood  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  mother  and  daughter 
are  active  in  Sunday-school  and  Church  work. 

JONATHAN  FREDERICK  GARDNER, 
one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zens of  Bridgewater  township,  is  a.  native  of  Sus- 
quehanna countv,  born  October  19,  1836.  and  is  a son 
of  William  Gardner,  one  of  the  prominent  and  high- 
ly respected  citizens  of  his  community. 

During  early  life  the  father  followed  the 
trade  of  a mason,  and  while  thus  engaged  worked 
on  the  construction  of  the  locks  on  the  north  branch 
of  the  canal.  At  this  time  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Margaret  Ann.  daughter  of  Frederick 
Wagner,  a farmer  on  the  plains  near  Wilkes  Barre, 
and  subsequently  they  were  married.  In  1832  they 
located  on  the  farm  where  their  son  William  Frank- 
lin now  resides,  and  by  subsequent  purchase  be- 
came the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land.  The  house 
still  standing  upon  the  place  was  erected  in  1846. 
Mr.  Gardner  was  a man  of  untiring  industry,  great 
courage,  correct  habits  and-  fine  motives,  and  never 
sought  political  preferment,  but  exercised  his  right 
of  suffrage  according  to  his  own  will.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased,  and  sleep  in  the  cemetery 
at  East  Bridgewater  near  the  church.  The  children 
born  to  them  are  as  follows:  Eunice,  born  in  1835. 
is  the  wife  of  Matthew  J.  Harrington,  of  East 
Bridgewater ; Jonathan  F.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth;  James  S.  is  a farmer  living  near  the 
old  homestead;  Mary  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years;  Lidia  is  the  wife  of  Major  J.  W. 
Young,  of  Minneapolis,  Kans.,who  raised  a company 
in  Susquehanna  county  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
served  with  distinction  hi  that  struggle ; Ziba,  born 
in  1830.  was  accidentally  killed  at  Alma,  Colo.;  and 
William  Franklin  resides  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead. 

When  he  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age  Jona-  I 
than  F.  Gardner  took  the  management  of  the  farm 
into  his  own  hands,  upon  the  death  of  his  father. 
His  previous  training  had  well  prepared  him  for  his 
task-,  and  he  met  with  marked  success  in  the  tinder-  j 
taking.  Throughout  his  active  business  career  he 
has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 


and  is  now  the  owner  of  300  acres,  which  are  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  In 
1883  he  purchased  the  sawmill,  known  as  the  Keep 
propertv,  at  New  Milford,  which  he  has  continued 
to  operate  in  connection  with  farming.  He  is  a 
thoroughgoing  and  intellectual  farmer,  and  by  un- 
tiring industry  and  judicious  management  has  accu- 
mulated a fair  competence.  He  manifested  his  loy- 
alty and  love  of  country  by  enlisting  in  October, 
1862,  in  Company  C,  151st  P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Young,  and  at  the  end  of  nine  months,  when  illness 
compelled  him  to  resign,  he  held  rank  as  second 
lieutenant.  At  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
he  has  been  found  to  be  a useful  and  valued  citizen 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  Blue  Lodge 
at  Montrose.  His  wife  and  sons  belong  to  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

In  1866,  Air.  Gardner  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Aliss  Harriet  Elizabeth  Jewett,  w ho  was  born 
September  23,  1842.  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased: 
Annie  AL,  who  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seven 
years ; and  Benson,  who  died  the  same  year,  at  the 
age  of  two.  Those  living  are  William  Jewett  and 
Jonathan  Frederick.  Jr.  Airs.  Gardner  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Rodney  and  Sally  Alaria  (Bailey)  Jewett,  of 
i Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  whose 
j farm  property  was  just  on  the  line  between  that 
[ township  and  Bridgewater.  In  order  of  birth  their 
| children  were  as  follows:  Alary  Electa,  wife  of  Rev 
j Charles  Blake,  a Alethodist  minister,  now  of  Rome, 
j Penn. : Nathan  Rodney,  who  occupies  the  old  home- 
| stead  once  owned  by  his  grandfather  Jewett;  Ten 
nie  A.,  wife  of  Benson  Y\  ood.  a lawver  of  Effing- 
: ham.  111. ; Harriet  E.,  wife  of  our  subject : Gertrude 
j Eliza,  wife  of  H.  W.  Bardwell.  of  Tunkhannock. 
Penn. ; Lavina  A.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Stark,  a farmer  of 
East  Bridgewater:  and  Frederick  Bailey,  who  re- 
1 sides  on  the  homestead  formerly  owned  by  his  father, 

! adjoining  the  property  of  his  brother  Nathan.  Airs 
; Gardner's  paternal  grandparents,  Nathan  and  Electa 
( Fox  ) Jewett,  were  from  Connecticut  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  i8ro.  They 'erected  one  of 
the  first  frame  houses  in  their  locality.  The  grand- 
father died  in  i860.  Her  maternal  grandparents. 
Col.  Frederick  and  ATary  ( Witter  ) Bailey,  settled 
in  Brooklyn  township.  Susquehanna  countv.  in  1807, 
and  there  reared  their  familv  of  ten  children— six 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  Colonel  was  a dis- 
tinguished officer  in  the  war  of  1812.  and  was  the 
younger  brother  of  Capt.  Amos  Bailey,  who  came 
from  Groton,  Conn.,  and  located  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship as  early  as  1S01.  In  religious  faith  the  Baileys 
were  Universalists,  while  the  Jewetts  were  Alethod- 
ists. 

ABRAHAA1  LI  6 L is  one  of  the  business 
men  of  Springville  township.  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  has  successfully  carried  on  operations 
as  a wagon  maker  for  over  a third  of  a century. 
He  has  gained  recognition  and  prestige  as  one  of 
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the  influential  and  representative  citizens  of  the 
community,  and  has  won  an  enviable  reputation 
in  business  circles  by  his  superior  ingenuity,  me- 
chanical skill  and  business  ability. 

Our  subject's  father,  David  Luce,  was  mar- 
ried in  Warren  county,  X.  J.,  to  Miss  Phoebe 
Criger.  For  a number  of  years  they  lived  in  Hack- 
ettsiown,  N.  J.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
wagon  making.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  married  the  widow  of  Cornelius  Low.  In  1836 
he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  returned  to 
Xew  Jersey,  and  did  not  locate  permanently  in  this 
State  until  1842,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
what  is  now  Wyoming  countv,  then  a part  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  where  he  bought  property  previous  to 
his  marriage.  In  Auburn  township  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  second  wife’s  property  until  called 
from  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven  years.  His 
wife  died  in  the  same  place  August  9,  1893.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  Luce  were  the  result  of  his 
first  marriage:  George  (deceased)  was  a carpen- 

ter and  farmer,  and  died  in  Wyoming  county : 
Abraham;  Mary,  wife  of  Aaron. Jayne,  of  Russell 
Hill,  Wyoming  county:  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of 
Thomas  Kintner : Jacob,  a farmer  of  Wyoming 
county ; Fannie,  deceased  wife  of  Conrad  Kintner, 
of  Wyoming  county ; Sarah  Ann,  deceased  wife  of 
Daniel  Carney,  of  the  same  county : Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Belles,  who  died  in  Michigan,  and  Phoebe,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Abraham  Luce  was  born  in  Hackettstown,  X. 
J.,  September  15,  1S20.  and  was  a young  man  when 
lie  came  to  Pennsylvania.  lie  and  his  brother  took 
charge  of  his  father’s  business  in  Wyoming  county, 
and  moving  the  plant  to  Pittston  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  there  for  seventeen  years. 
In  1864  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Springville  township,  where  he 
opened  a wagon  shop  and  lias  since  successfully 
engaged  in  business.  He  purchased  a well  im- 
proved farm  of  fiftv  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  another  fifty-acre  tract,  and  tor  one  year  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  since  then  has 
either  hired  some  one  to  operate  the  farm  or  rented 
it.  I11  1865  he  built  upon  his  place  a large  brick 
residence  at  a cost  of  over  $4,000.  and  in  this 
pleasant  home  hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  many 
friends  of  the  family  always  being  sure  of  a hearty 
welci  >me. 

In  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Luce  married 
Miss  Lucinda  Blakcslee.  a daughter  of  Xoplier  and 
Abigail  (Taylor)  Blakcslee,  and  nine  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  namely:  Alathea.  a resident  of 

M bite  Haven,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  married  Lyman 
Phillips,  and  had  one  child,  Edna,  now  deceased; 
Francis  E.,  who  died  young;  Irwin  ]’>.,  a salesman 
of  Wilkes  Barrc.  l’enn.,  married  Rose  Churchill, 
and  has  two  children.  Lillie  and  Walter;  Eunice, 
deceased  wife  of  Joel  Benscoter:  Mary  married 

Archibald  Sheldon,  a farmer  of  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  has  two  children. 
Clarence  and  Burns;  Clarence  C.  died  at  the  age  of 


sixteen  vears ; George  P.,  a lumber  dealer  of  Dow- 
ners Grove,  111.,  married  Jennie  Squires,  and  has 
three  children ; L.  B.,  who  married  Rowina  Kel- 
logg, has  two  children,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Springville  township;  and  Xellie  married  John 
Maryott,  of  Montana,  and  has  two  children. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Luce  was  one  of  the 
State  guards  organized  to  drive  Lee’s  army  from 
j Pennsylvania,  and  since  1861  he  has  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  never  an 
| aspirant  for  public  favors.  For  half  a century  he 
| has  been  a member  of  Gohonto  Lodge  Xo.  314,  I. 
j O.  O.  F.,  of  Pittston,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
officially  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Pittston  and  Linn,  of  which  he  is  now  a 
trustee.  His  public  and  private  life  are  above  re- 
proach, for  his  career  has  been  one  characterized 
by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty,  and  he  receives  and 
merits  the  high  regard  of  the  entire  community. 

RICHARD  ELBERT  McMIXX.  Pennsyl- 
j vania  sent  many  brave  men  to  the  defense  of  the 
j Union  in  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  and  this 
1 well  known  resident  of  South  Canaan  Corners, 

J Wayne  county,  was  among  the  number  that  gave, 
t proof  of  courage  on  the  battlefield.  He  comes  of 
( patriotic  stock,  members  of  his  familv  having 
I served  in  the  two  wars  with  England,  and  by  his 
[ own  gallantry  he  has  added  lustre  to  the  name. 

On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Scottish  descent, 
the  first  of  the  family  to  leave  the  hills  of  “Auld 
Scotia’’  being  his  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Mc- 
Minn.,  who  came  to  America  with  his  wife  in  177 2. 

| He  located  first  in  Xewburg,  X.  Y.,  where  he  resid- 
ed about  ten  years,  and  during  the  struggle  of  the 
| Revolutionary  period  he  served  as  a soldier  under 
Washington.  About  1782  he  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Delaware  countv,  X.  Y.,  where  his  remaining  years 
were  spent.  Major  James  McMinn,  the  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Del- 
aware county,  and  in  1S05  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Susan  Fish,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Har- 

rison, born  in  1807:  James,  in  1809,  and  Susan,  in 
1811.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  1812  he  volun- 
teered as  a soldier,  and  his  gallant  service  won  for 
him  a promotion  to  the  rank  of  major.  During  the 
fierce  and  decisive  battle  of  Xew  Orleans  he  met  a 
soldier's  death  while  leading  his  men. 

Harrison  McMinn.  the  father  of  our  subject, 
being  left  fatherless  at  an  early  age,  was  soon 
taught  by  circumstances  that  lie  must  rely  upon  his 
; own  brain  and  brawn  to  gain  a livelihood.  As  his 
| sister  and  younger  brother  were  not  strong,  they 
could  do  little  to  assist  in  the  supnort  of  the  fam- 
ily. and  he  became  the  chief  reliance  of  his  mother. 
His  schooling  was  necessarily  limited,  and  irregu- 
lar attendance  during  the  winter  was  all  that  was 
j permitted  nim.  In  1825  a call  was  made  for  labor- 
! its  to  prepare  the  great  railway  for  the  Delaware 
j X Hudson  Canal  Co.  in  this  section,  and  this  led  to 
hi-  removal  to  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his 
permanent  home.  At  that  time  there  was  but  one 
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house  in  the  site  of  the  beautiful  little  c'itv  of  llones- 
dale,  and  he  helped  to  build  the  first  frame  house 
in  Carbondale.  On  November  15,  1829,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Taggers,  and  soon  afterward  he 
purchased  a tract  of  land  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, near  what  is  known  as  Curtis  Pond.  The 
estate,  which  is  now  called  the  McDonnough  farm, 
was  in  its  primitive  state,  and  after  making  a road 
to  it  by  blazing  tbe  trees  in  the  unbroken  forest 
he  cut  down  enough  trees  to  give  room  for  a log 
house  and  barn.  Here  the  young  couple  began 
housekeeping,  an  oxsled  full  of  furniture  enabling 
them  to  make  their  rude  cabin  comfortable.  Four 
miles  from  any  store,  postoffice  or  church,  and  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  dense  forests,  one  might 
have  supposed  that  they  would  have  been  lonely, 
but  in  later  years  they  described  that  time  as  filled 
with  contentment  and  pleasant  effort.  Bv  day  the 
sound  of  the  axe  betokened  the  advance  in  the  work 
of  clearing,  and  at  night,  around  the  fireside,  Mr. 
MeMinn  drew  sweet  music  from  his  violin  or  flute, 
while  his  faithful  wife  continued  her  labors  with 
the  distaff  or  the  spindle,  transforming  the  flax  or 
newly  shorn  wool  into  cloth  for  the  use  of  the 
household.  The  howl  of  the  wolves  in  the  forest 
served  only  to  intensify  their  sense  of  comfort  and 
security,  and  the  wholesome  influences  of  a life 
‘'near  to  nature's  heart”  brought  unalloyed  hap- 
piness. As  prosperity  came  to  them  a frame  house 
was  built,  and  other  improvements  made,  and  in 
i86t  they  changed  that  farm  for  the  one  now  owned 
by  George  Fielding,  in  the  same  township,  half  a 
mile  from  South  Canaan  Corners : but  later,  as  ad- 
vancing years  told  upon  their  strength,  they  were 
induced  and  permitted  themselves  to  be  cared  for 
by  loving  hands  in  the  home  of  their  son-in-law, 
Hiram  Rockwell,  rather  than  by  hired  help  in  the 
old  home. 

The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  January  6, 
1891,  and  Mr.  MeMinn  died  April  20.  1894.  Fie 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  In  South  Canaan  town- 
ship in  his  dav,  being  especially  active  in  educa- 
tional and  religious  work,  and  during  the  time  of 
compulsory  military  training  he  served  in  the  mili- 
tia as  drum  and  fife  major.  He  held  various  town- 
ship offices,  including  that  of  school  director,  and 
for  many  years  lie  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  actively  en- 
gaged in  its  work  as  a class  leader,  Sunday-school 
superintendent  and  leader  of  the  choir.  Of  their 
children,  James  R.,  the  eldest,  born  January  tS. 
1811,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Kennedy,  and  settled 
upon  a farm  near  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county; 
William  FT.,  born  January  14,  1833.  married  Miss 
Jeannette  Stanton,  and  resides  in  Carbondale.  where 
lie  is  employed  as  a machinist;  Rosanna,  born  Feb- 
ruarv  12,  1835.  died  in  infancy:  Rebecca,  born  No- 
vember 15,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Rockwell, 
a farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Hannah  M.,  born  July  5,  1840,  married  William 
11.  Moore,  a farmer  in  the  same  township:  R. 
Elbert,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 


| Susan  Eliza,  born  August  2,  1844,  died  at  the  age 
i of  four  years;  George  H.,  born  April  20,  1847,  mar- 
j ried  Miss  Adelia  Stone,  and  resides  in  Carbon- 
j dale,  where  he  is  employed  as  foreman  of  the  D.  oi 

H.  Co.;  and  Adelia  E.,  born  January  19.  1851,  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  does,  the  station  agent  at 
Scranton  for  the  E.  & W.  railroad. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  2,  1842,  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  during  his  youth  he  assisted  his 
] father  in  the  farm  work,  and  at  lumbering  in  the 
woods  and  sawmills.  The  district  schools,  which 
he  was  permitted  to  attend  during  the  short  winter 
terms,  afforded  him  the  only  educational  opportu- 
nities, and  he  has  many  times  regretted  that  his 
ambition  was  not  more  strongly  turned  toward  his 
studies  rather  than  a competition  with  other  boys 
of  bis  acquaintance  in  the  use  of  the  axe,  scythe, 
and  such  tools,  a contest  which  then  seemed  all  im- 
portant to  them.  On  August  3,  1862,  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  \ . 

I. ,  under  Capt.  J.  M.  Buckingham,  and  although 
they  are  not  mentioned  among  Fox's  three  hundred 
gory  regiments,  they  saw  much  severe  fighting,  and 
fulfilled  every  duty  faithfully  and  cheerfully.  Mr. 
MeMinn  took  part  in  the  battles  of  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam  and  Fredericksburg,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 20,  1863,  he  was  injured  in  the  left  breast  while 
with  his  regiment  on  detached  duty  at  Aqua  Creek 
Landing.  Soon  afterward  they  were  ordered  out 
on  what  was  popularly  known  as  “Burnside's  stick- 
in-the-mud  campaign,”  and  although  he  had  not  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  his  injury,  he  bravely 
went  with  his  regiment.  After  many  weary  days 
spent  in  wading  through  the  deep  mud  under  stormy 
skies,  they  reached  Belle  Plain  ; but  the  effort  was 
too  great  for  Fir.  MeMinn,  and  he  was  prostrated 
with  pneumonia.  Violent  hemorrhages  set  in, 
which  continued  so  long  that  he  has  never  recov- 
ered his  health.  On  April  3,  1863,  lie  was  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  and  he  now  receives  a 

I small  pension  from  the  government. 

In  1864  Fir.  FIcFIinn  began  to  work  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  Plymouth,  Penn.,  and  in  July, 
1865,  he  was  injured  by  some  falling  timber  while 
at  work,  necessitating  the  amputation  of  his  left 
leg  below  the  knee.  In  August,  1866.  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a watchman  by  the  New  England  Coal 
Co.,  at  Plymouth,  and  he  put  his  leisure  time  to 
good  use  by  studying  mechanics  and  the  various 
methods  of  mining  coal  and  preparing  it  for  mar- 
ket. In  1868  he  was  installed  as  engineer  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  and 
he  remained  until  1879,  running  machinery  and  at 
times  making  repairs  as  might  be  required.  At 
| various  times  he  served  in  different  positions  with 
j the  company  from  miner  and  carpenter  to  that  of 
| bookkeeper.  In  1876  he  purchased  a one-half  in- 
i terest  in  a store  in  South  Canaan,  and  on  severing 
■ his  relations  with  the  Coal  company,  in  1879.  he 
removed  to  that  place,  and  took  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  business.  A year  later  he  sold 
I his  interest  and  good  will  to  his  partner,  B.  F.  Swin- 
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gle,  and  for  some  time  devoted  his  time  to  farming, 
carrying  the  mail,  and  following  other  occupations 
from  which  his  infirmities  did  not  debar  him.  He 
first  purchased  a farm  in  South  Canaan  township; 
but  after  a year  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  old 
homestead  of  his  wife's  family.  lie  is  naturally  of 
an  energetic  nature;  yet  a continual  irritation  in 
his  old  wound  kept  him  from  hard  manual  labor,  and 
in  1894  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  South  Canaan  Corners.  Since  1896  he  lias 
been  deputy  postmaster  there,  and  at  the  present 
time  he  is  agent  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance 
Co.  for  that  locality.  He  has  always  been  in  sym- 
pathy with  progressive  movements,  and  is  especially  _ 
interested  in  educational  matters,  having  served  as 
school  director  for  three  years.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  Xo. 
534,  at  Gravity,  and  socially  he  is  much  esteemed. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  On  July  20, 
1872,  he  was  married  in  South  Canaan  township, 
by  Rev.  Mark  Berryman,  a Protestant  Methodist 
minister,  to  Miss  Abbie  E.  Swingle,  and  five  chil- 
drer  blessed  this  union,  Lizzie  A.,  born  June  8, 
1S73,  married  J.  B.  Keen,  Jr.,  a mechanic  at  Willi- 
mantic,  Conn. ; Grace  E.,  born  July  2;,  1875,  mar- 
ried Ira  W.  Swingle,  a South  Canaan  merchant; 
William  IF,  born  June  27,  1877,  Edyth.  born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1880,  and  Ralph  E.,  born  October  11, 
1883,  are  at  home. 

On  December  20,  1SS4,  his  beloved  and  loving 
wife  passed  to  the  unseen  world,  leaving  a tender 
and  sacred  memory  which  nothing  can  efface.  She 
was  born  in  South  Canaan  township  March  27, 
1853,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Moses  and  Eliza- 
beth (Cobb)  Swingle.  Her  family  is  of  pioneer 
stock,  and  is  now  numerously  represented  in  \\  ayne 
countv,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  history  that  appears 
elsewhere. 

WILLIS  RALPH  COBB,  who  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  agriculture  111  Xew 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  brings  to 
his  work  a degree  oi  scientific  skill  which  has  pro- 
duced notable  results,  and  at  present  is  devoting 
considerable  attention  to  apiculture  in  addition  to 
other  lines  of  effort.  As  a thoughtful  and  efficient 
educator,  Mr.  Cobb  has  won  friends  in  various 
localities  in  his  county,  and  his  career  will  be 
watched  with  interest. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  20,  i8bo.  on 
a farm  of  which  his  present  homestead  is  a portion. 
His  paternal  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  Orange 
county,  X.  V.,  and  his  grandparents.  Zipron  and 
Rebecca  (Byron)  Cobb,  passed  their  lives  there,  j 
His  parents.  Holloway  W.  and  Minerva  J.  ( Dwan)  j 
Cobb,  were  both  natives  of  that  section,  but  are  now 
residents  of  Xew  Milford  township.  Susquehanna 
county,  further  mention  being  made  of  them  else- 
where. From  an  early  age  our  subject  displayed 
a love  of  books,  and  gave  promise  of  intellectual 
ability,  and  at  eighteen  he  began  teaching  school, 
in  which  profession  he  met  with  gratifying  success. 


He  taught  fifteen  terms  in  Susquehanna  county, 
one  at  the  Dean  school,  one  at  Tewksbury,  eight  at 
Hart  Lake,  two  at  Davis  and  three  at  Summit,  and 
while  thus  employed  he  became  interested  in  the 
care  of  an  apiary  at  the  homestead,  the  work  occu- 
pying his  time  in  vacation.  During  his  first  ten 
terms  of  teaching  he  held  a "provisional"  certificate, 
but  during  the  last  five  terms  he  held  a "profes- 
sional'’ certificate.  In  1890  he  took  charge  of  his 
present  farm,  where  he  now  has  thirty-five  colonies 
of  bees,  but  at  011c  time  he  had  fifty-five  hives. 
He  commenced  with  five  colonies,  which  the  fourth 
year  increased  to  fifty-five  colonies,  making  that 
year  over  a ton  of  honey.  Mr.  Cobb  has  also  given 
much  time  to  the  care  of  poultry,  in  which  pursuit 
he  has  been  very  successful.  lie  raises  about  200 
chickens  each  year,  and  winters  about  150  fowls, 
always  keeping  a record  of  expenses  and  receipts 
in  connection  with  same.  Politically  Mr.  Cobb  is 
a Prohibitionist,  and  he  is  active  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Heart  Lake,  being  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees 
and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  On 
March  26,  1890,  he  was  married  at  Xew  Aiilford 
to  Miss  Jennie  S.  Burdick,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: isoline  G.,  born  January  21,  1893,  and 

Homes  R.,  born  October  16,  1895. 

Mrs.  Cobb  belongs  to  a well  known  family,  and 
was  born  January  9,  1864,  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Her  paternal  grandparents, 
Simeon  and  Katherine  Burdick,  came  from  Con- 
necticut at  an  early  day,  and  her  father,  Simeon 
Burdick  (2),  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  March  28,  1818.  Since  1865  he 
has  resided  in  Xew  Milford  township,  and  for  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering, 
but  he  has  now  retired  from  business.  Hi>  wife, 
Caroline  (Price),  was  born  March  14.  1832,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Triphena  Price,  of  Man- 
chester, Wayne  county.  Mrs.  Cobb  is  the  eldest 
of  three  children,  the  others  being  Xettie  M..  wife 
of  Moses  II.  Cortright,  a carpenter  at  Xew  Milford, 
and  Miss  Bertha  B.,  who  is  at  home. 

L.  D.  TYLER.  We  are  now  permitted  to 
touch  briefly  upon  the  life  history  of  one  who  has 
retained  a personal  association  with  the  affairs  of 
\\  ayne  county  for  several  years,  and  is  to-dav  a 
leading  merchant  of  Tyler  Hill.  He  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  the  county,  and  his  ancestral  lino  traces 
back  to  the  Colonial  epoch  in  our  country’s  history. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  honest  and  earnest  en- 
deavor, and  due  success  has  not  been  denied  him. 

Israel  Tyler,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the 
founder  of  the  town  of  Tyler  Hill,  and  was  a promi- 
nent lumberman  and  miller  here  for  many  years, 
lie  was  born  February  26,  1806,  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, a son  of.  William  Tyler,  of  Sullivan  county, 
X.  Y.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Paul  Tyler,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1751, 
and  on  selling  his  property  in  that  State  removed 
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to  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.  lie  was  one  of  the  five  | 
sons  of  Bezalecl  Tyler,  who  took  an  active  part  in  \ 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  They  were  Capt. 
Bezaleel  (who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Minnisink, 
on  the  Delaware  river,  July  2 2,  1779),  Silas, 
Charles,  William  and  Paul.  Israel  Tyler  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wayne  county,  receiving  a common-  j 
school  education,  and  became  one  of  the  promi-  } 
nent  men  of  his  day.  He  built  two  sawmills  and  a 
gristmill  at  Tyler  Hill,  and  accumulated  a fine  \ 
property.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  lumbering,  and  then  rafting  down  tne  Delaware ; 
he  also  carried  on  a general  store,  and  engaged  in  1 
farming.  In  politics  be  was  a leader  in  the  Demo--, 
cratic  party  until  his  death  April  23,  1S74.  lie 
married  Hiss  Lavina  Tyler,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Damascus  township,  a daughter  of  Judge 
Moses  and  Mary  (Ross)  Tyler,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 6,  1 S92.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential and  distinguished  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  was  the  grandson  of  Capt.  liozaleel  Tvler,  be- 
fore mentioned.  Israel  Tyler  and  wife  had  a family 
of  three  children,  namely:  L.  D.,  the  subject  of 
this  review;  Moses,  a pioneer  merchant  of  Damas- 
cus township,  who  was  engaged  in  business  with 
our  subject  until  his  death  in  1892  (he  left  a widow 
and  two  daughters)  ; and  William,  also  deceased,  j 
Israel  Tyler  and  his  wife  were  highly  respected 
citizens,  and  steadfast  in  their  adherence  to  the  j 
teachings  of  John  Wesley. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  L.  D.  Tyler 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  receiving  a good  ! 
literary  education  in  the  local  schools,  and  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  business  methods  under  the  able 
guidance  of  his  father.  He  afterward  took  charge 
of  his  father's  mill  at  Tyler  Hill,  and  continued  to 
engage  in  the  milling  and  lumbering  business  until 
the  death  of  his  brother  Moses,  since  which  time  he  i 
has  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  mercantile  in- 
terests. He  owns  a large  general  store,  and  enjoys  j 
an  extensive  trade.  Mr.  Tyler  was  united  in' mar-  j 
riage  with  Miss  Cynthia  M.  Newcomb,  of  Middle-  ' 
town,  (-)range  Co..  X.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Thomas  j 
and  Maria  Newcomb.  She  died  in  1883,  and  her  j 
death  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned,  for  she  was  j 
a woman  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her,  and  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Lillian,  the  only  child  of  this  union,  was 
liberally  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  at 
female  seminaries  at  Binghamton  and  Saratoga,  X. 
Y. ; she  is  now  the  wife  of  X.  J.  Thompson,  a 
wholesale  merchant  at  Elmira.  X.  Y.,  and  has  two 
sons,  M.  D.,  who  is  attending  college  at  Princeton, 
N.  J..  and  Jerome,  in  school  at  home.  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. On  January  20,  1890,  Mr.  Tyler  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Imelda 
Mapes,  a ladv  of  culture  and  refinement,  who  was  : 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y..  a daughter  of  New- 
comb and  Mary  (tiabriel)  Mapes,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a lumberman,  but  is  now  engaged  in  the 
liverv  business  at  W hite  Lake,  X.  Y.  Besides  Mrs. 


Tyler  the}-  had  two  daughters,  Sarah,  now  the  wife 
of  John  Mercer,  a farmer  at  W hite  Lake,  and  Vic- 
toria, at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  have  a most 
beautiful  home  at  Tyler  Hill,  with  broad  verandas 
and  bay  windows,  and  furnished  in  a modern  and 
most  approved  style. 

Politically  Dir.  Tyler  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  though  he  takes  a deep  interest  in 
its  success  he  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or 
emoluments  of  public  office.  He  is  well  posted  on 
general  topics  of  the  day,  is  frank  and  cordial  in 
manner,  and  is  a popular  and  successful  citizen, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Delaware  Lodge 
No.  561,  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  now  Callicoon,  X. 
Y. ; he  is  not  only  a charter  member  of  the 
lodge,  but  is  past  master,  and  has  filled  all  the 
chairs. 

ALMOX  L.  SOUTH  WORTH.  Among  the 
leading  and  representative  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  there  is 
none  who  stands  a more  prominent  figure  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Southworth  was  born  hebruary  16,  1841, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  a son  of  Arthur 
and  Maria  (Turner)  Southworth.  both  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  former  born  in  1805.  the  latter  in 
1 8 1 1 . The  paternal  grandparents,  Gideon  and  Sal- 
lie  Southworth,  were  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn.  Be- 
ing opposed  to  the  w'ar  of  1812  and  not  wishing  to 
be  drafted,  the  grandfather  left  his  family  in  Con- 
necticut, in  1813.  and  went  up  the  Hudson  river  to 
Albany,  and  from  there  proceeded  up  the  Mohawk 
Valley  to  the  Genesee  river.  He  went  up  that  river 
some  distance,  then  took  an  easterly  course  through 
a dense  and  unbroken  wilderness  to  Binghamton,  X". 
X going  all  the  way  on  foot  and  alone.  From 
Binghamton  he  came  to  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
countv.  where  he  selected  land  and  developed  a 
farm.  He  did  not  leave  his  home  and  family  be- 
cause of  anv  cowardice  or  because  he  was  afraid  to 
go  to  war:  but  his  principles  and  inclinations  being 
for  peace  and  harmony,  he  left  to  avoid  the  draft. 
In  Susquehanna  county  he  remained  about  three 
months,  there  purchasing  a farm,  and  then  returned 
to  Connecticut  for  his  family.  In  1814  he  made 
another  trip  to  Susquehanna  county,  this  time  with 
bis  wife  and  children  conveyed  in  a wagon  con- 
structed bv  "Uncle  Gideon”  in  the  following  fash- 
ion : two  pair  of  cart  wheels  put  together  so  as  to 
make  a big  wagon  drawn  by  four  cattle  (two  cows 
and  two  oxen).  The  cows  were  milked  twice  a day, 
and  the  milk  was  tested,  though  not  by  the  "Bab- 
cock test.”  Upon  the  farm  above  mentioned  they 
lived  for  fourteen  years.  He  then  traded  the  farm 
for  400  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township  one  mile 
west  of  Lawsville,  which  place  is  today  owned  by 
his  grandchildren.  There  lie  died  in  1858.  his  wife 
in  1851.  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them,  lie  was  always  a strong  Abolitionist  and 
fearless  in  bis  denunciation  of  slavery.  He  took  an 
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active  and  prominent  part  in  religious  affairs  as  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  gave  liberally  j 
toward  the  erection  of  a house  of  worship,  and  after- 
ward to  its  support. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  pioneer  were  eight 
children,  namely  : ( i ) Russell,  born  in  Connecticut, 
was  reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  be-  \ 
ing  provided  with  a fair  education,  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  for  a time.  For  his 
first  wife  he  married  Mary  Smith,  who  died  leaving  1 
no  children.  He  afterward  wedded  Eliza  Brown, 
by  whom  he  has  three  children:  Mary  (now  de- 
ceased); Eliza,  wife  of  Nathan  Shipman,  of  New  i 
York  State,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Flor-  j 
ence ; and  Charles,  a resident  of  Lawsville,  who  is  j 
married  and  had  two  children,  Mabel  and  Mildred.  \ 
(2)  Fidelia,  born  in  Connecticut,  married  Charles  I 
Stanford,  of  Liberty  township,  where  they  and  their 
family  all  died,  except  two  daughters,  Hannah  and  j 
Emily.  (3)  Roxanna,  the  first  of  the  family  born  in  i 
Pennsylvania',  married  Philo  Luce,  of  Bridgewater  ; 
township,'  where  both  died.  Their  children  were: 
Flora,  Warren,  Israel,  Rebecca,- Spencer,  Sallie,  and  j 
Russell  (deceased),  all  residents  of  Susquehanna 
county'  with  the  exception  of  Israel  who  makes  his 
home  in  California.  (4)  Emily  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Webster,  of  Susquehanna  county. 
They  have  grandchildren  living,  but  their  children  1 
are  now  deceased.  (5)  John  was  killed  by  a falling 
tree  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  (6)  Hannah  mar- 
ried Jared  Marsh,  a native  of  Connecticut  and  they 
located  in  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Of  their  family  three  are  still  living:  Lora, who  mar- 
ried Ansel  Geer,  of  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  they  are  now  living  on  the  old  Marsh  home- 
stead ; Carrie,  an  invalid ; and  Wilmer,  a resident  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (7)  Benjamin  (deceased)  married  1 
Elmyra  Marsh  and  located  with  his  father  in  Laws-  | 
ville  Center,  where  his  widow  is  still  living  with 
his  children  on  the  old  homestead.  In  their  family  ! 
were  seven  children : Wallace,  who  was  never  heard 
from  after  being  taken  prisoner  during  his  service  in  I 
the  Civil  war  and  sent  to  Andersonville  prison,  in 
1864;  James,  who  died  in  New  Milford,  Penn.: 
Frederick, Clarence, Archie  and  Edgar,  all  residents  of 
Lawsville;  and  Emma, who  died  when  a young  lady. 

Arthur  South  worth,  father  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  family.  He  was  born  in  Chester,  Conn., 
where  he  lived  until  nine  years  of  age,  after  which 
he  was  reared  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  attended  the  subscription  schools, 
making  the  most  of  his  educational  advantages,  so 
that  he  was  able  to  engage  in  teaching  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  county.  In  1830.  lie  wedded 
Miss  Maria  Turner,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  in  1811,  a daughter  of  Chauncev  and 
Sylvia  (Warner)  Turner.  After  his  marriage  lie 
located  in  Lawsville  (now  Liberty)  township,  where 
he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land,  which  has  since 
been  transformed  into  the  fine  farm  which  our  sub- 
ject now  owns.  He  bought  other  land,  erected  a 
sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber 


for  many  years.  During  early  life  lie  was  connected 
with  the  militia  of  the  county,  and  being  the  drum- 
mer of  his  company  he  beat  the  drum  at  the  public 
execution  of  Jason  Treadwell,  who  was  hung  at 
Montrose  for  the  murder  of  John  Harper.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
though  he  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  lie 
never  aspired  to  office.  He  was  reared  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  but  later  in  life  became  connected  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also 
a faithful  member.  Lie  died  on  his  farm  in  1880, 
and  she,  who  had  shared  with  him  all  the  hardships 
of  their  early  married  life,  passed  away  in  1896. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows:  (1)  Mariette,  born  on 
the  old  homestead,  in  1831,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  district  and  in  the  Harford  schools, 
and  for  a number  of  years  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.  She  married  Julius  Vance,  of  Montrose,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  business  in  Kirkwood,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Arthur  T.,  a resident 
of  New  York  City,  who  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Arthur  and  Edith.  Arthur,  Sr.,  is  editor  and 
treasurer  of  the  “Home  Magazine,”  (2)  Turner  J., 
born  in  1837,  received  a collegiate  education  at  Har- 
ford, Penn.,  and  in  1861,  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H.  51st  N.  Y.  V.  I. 
Under  Gen.  McClellan,  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Yorktown,  after  which  he  was  taken  ill  and  sent 
to  Carver  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
died.  Later  his  body  was  brought  home  and  buried 
with  all  the  honors  of  a soldier.  The  Grand  Army 
Post  of  his  village  now  bears  his  name — South- 
worth.  (3)  Ezra  E.,  a bachelor,  born  in  1849. was  well 
educated,  especially  in  music,  which  he  took  up  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  is  now  a professor  of 
both  instrumental  and  vocal  music  at  the  Musical 
College  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  is  a leader  in  mu- 
sical circles.  (4)  Carrie  Lavilla,  born  in  1852,  is  the 
wife  of  James  C.  Wheaton,  a farmer  of  Franklin 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  five 
children,  Mary,  Julia,  Philip,  Arthur  and  Ezra. 

During  his  boyhood,  Almon  L.  Southworth 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  near  his 
home,  and  later  assisted  his  father  in  his  farming  and 
lumbering  operations  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
He  first  enlisted  in  the  28th  P.  V.  T..  was  among  the 
reserves  at  Gettysburg,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term  was  honorably  discharged ; but  in  August. 
1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member 
of  Company  II,  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  under 
Col.  Randel,  regimental  commander:  Gen.  Custer, 
brigade  commander,  and  Gen.  Sheridan,  division 
commander.  He  participated  in  manv  engagements, 
including  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  in  October. 
]8f>4,  where  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  he 
received  a sabre  cut  across  the  forehead,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  and  made  to  wear  the  Rebel  uniform. 
Crawling  on  his  hands  and  knees  he  passed  the 
picket  line  and  reached  the  Blue  Mountains,  where 
lie  subsisted  on  chestnuts  for  nine  davs  before  he 
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reached  his  regiment.  lie  was  captured  by  the  4th 
Ohio  Cavalry,  who  believed  him  to  be  a spy,  and  was 
sent  to  his  company  in  his  Rebel  uniform,  but  was 
received  by  them  in  cheers  as  they  supposed  him  to 
have  been  killed  in  battle.  He  also  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  19,  1864, 
and  witnessed  Gen.  Sheridan’s  wonderful  ride  which 
is  famous  for  all  time.  On  February  27,  1865,  his 
regiment  broke  camp  to  begin  the  long  tiresome 
march  (which  continued  about  forty  days)  from 
Winchester  to  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee 
at  Appomatox  April  9,  1865.  The  war  having  end- 
ed, he  was  honorably  discharged  in  June,  1865,  and 
returned  home. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Southworth  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elvira  Eastman,  a well-educated 
and  refined  lady,  who  was  born  in  Broome  county. 
N.  Y.,  whence  in  1S66  she  was  brought  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  by  her  parents,  Nathaniel  and 
Emeline  Eastman,  also  natives  of  New  York  State. 
They  located  at  Franklin  Forks,  where  the  father 
conducted  a wood  factory  for  many  years,  and  in 
Susquehanna  county  both  parents  died.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Carrie  W.,  wife  of  T.  H.  Hopkins, 
an  attorney  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Elmvra,  widow 
of  Walter  L.  Beebe,  of  Franklin  Forks:  Elvira,  wife 
of  our  subject ; Fannie,  wife  of  Albin  S.  Bur- 
rows, of  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.;  John,  who  mar- 
ried E.  Bailey  and  resides  in  Binghamton.  N. 
Y. ; Julia,  wife  of  E.  R.  Smith,  of  Montrose, 
Penn.,  and  Austin,  V.,  a resident  of  Louisiana. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Southworth  have  two  children,  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  (1)  Susie  E.,  born  in  1868, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Frederick  B.  Travis,  of  Lawsville  Center, 
by  whom  she  has  three  children:  Pearl  E.,  Ethel  S., 
and  Myra  A.  (2)  Nathan  F.,  born  in  1S73,  also  at- 
tended the  district  schools.  He  spent  the  summer  of 
1892  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.,  but  now  lives  with 
his  father  on  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty  town- 
ship. He  was  married,  in  1898,  to  Miss  Annie 
Tobey,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  was  born  in 
Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  in  7868,  and  was  educated 
at  Vestal,  Broome  county,  that  State. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Southworth  and  his 
wife  went  to  Missouri,  but  after  farming  there  one 
season  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  In  18S3,  with  their  two  chil- 
dren, they  went  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  spent 
about  two  years  mainly  in  traveling  over  that  State. 
On  their  return  they  left  San  Diego,  Cal.,  in  a 
“prairie  schooner,”  in  that  way  traveling  to  Dallas, 
Texas,  and  on  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  they 
visited  the  Cotton  Exposition.  From  that  city  they 
returned  to  their  home  by  rail.  Previous  to  his 
father’s  death  he  purchased  the  old  "homestead  in 
Liberty  township,  and  since  his  return  from  the 
West  has  successfully  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
dairy  farming.  Upon  his  place  he  has  erected  a fine 
residence  and  large  stock  barn,  and  made  many  other 
improvements  which  add  to  its  valuable  and  attrac- 
tive appearance. 


Though  reared  in  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
Churches,  Mr.  Southworth  is  an  evolutionist  in  re- 
ligious faith,  and  in  political  sentiment  he  is  a Re- 
publican. He  served  as  supervisor  of  Liberty  town- 
ship for  one  term,  but  has  never  cared  for  official 
honors.  Socially  he  is  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  and  is  quite  popular  with  all  classes  of 
people.  Fie  is  a charter  member  of  Southworth 
Post  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Los  Angeles  was  a member  of  Frank  Bartlett  Post 
No.  6.  He  also  belongs  to  Warren  Lodge  No.  240, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Montrose,  and  to  the  Lleptasophs 
Order  No.  33S,  of  the  same  place ; to  Apalachin 
-Iribe  No.  296,  I.  O.  R.  M. ; and  to  the  Haymakers 
Auxiliary  to  the  Red  Men  No.  296^.  His  son  is 
also  a member  of  the  Red  Men,  belongs  to  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  to  the  Lawsville  Band,  and  to  the 
lleptasophs  No.  338,  of  Montrose. 

LYMAN  R.  GARRATT,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates a good  farm  near  Indian  Orchard,  in  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  at  Tracyville, 
June  7,  1843,  and  belongs  to  a family  that  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
county  for  almost  a century.  Flis  father,  John 
Garratt,  Jr.,  was  born  in  England,  August  13, 
1797,  ’a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  ('Kelsey) 
Garratt,  the  former  born  January  4,  1760,  the 
latter  in  1756.  The  family  emigrated  to  America 
in  1801,  and  located  in  Bethany,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  since  which  time  its  members  have  borne 
an  important  part  in  the  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  this  section  of  the  State.  From  Bethany 
John  Garratt,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  removed  to  Berlin 
Center,  where  they  spent  their  last  days.  Their 
children  were:  John,  Jeremiah,  Benjamin,  and 

Alice  (who  married  a Mr.  Williamson,  and  died  in 
Mansfield,  Ohio). 

John  Garratt,  Jr.,  was  four  years  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country,  and  amid 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  Wayne  county  he  grew  to 
manhood.  At  one  time  while  in  the  woods  with  a 
flock  of  sheen  he  heard  the  howling  of  wolves. 
The  sheep  huddled  around  him,  so  that  he  could 
see  no  other  way  of  getting  out  than  by  clambering 
over  their  backs,  which  he  did,  and  then  ran  to  a 
clearing,  where  he  was  safe  from  the  wolves.  On 
another  occasion,  while  he  was  going  to  his  work 
through  the  wood,  he  saw  a hungry  wolf  coming 
down  the  path  toward  him  ; he  got  behind  a log, 
occasionally  looking  around  to  see  what  had  be- 
come of  his  friend,  the  wolf,  and  just  as  it  came 
opposite  to  him  he  sprang  from  behind  the  log  and 
gave  a loud  screech,  and  the  wolf,  seemingly  glad 
to  escape  with  his  life,  scampered  off.  On  May 
25,  182S,  he  was  married  to  Patience  Albro,  a na- 
tive of  Dover,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Tice)  Albro,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  of  German  descent,  and  they  were 
members  of  the  Society'  of  Friends.  Her  grandfa- 
ther was  born  in  1749,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years;  her  grandmother  was  born  in  1745,  and 
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tlicj  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Mrs.  Garratt  was  j 
reared  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  whither  her  par- 
ents had  removed.  After  his  marriage,  John  Gar- 
ratt, Jr.,  located  at  Berlin  Center,  where  he  owned  j 
and’ operated  a sawmill,  engaging  in  the  manufac-  ! 
Hire  of  lumber  until  misfortune  overtook  him,  when 
he  lost  the  mill  and  removed  to  Traceyville,  Wayne 
county.  The  farm  on  which  he  located  he  after-  i 
ward  sold,  and  in  1847  purchased  a tract  of  timber 
land  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  transforming  that  place 
into  the  line  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns. 
There  both  parents  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  \\  hcrever  known  they  were  held  in  the  high- 
est regard. 

In  their  family  were  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters:  Those  living  are  Eunice,  now 
the  widow  of  William  Noble,  and  a resident  of  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county;  Shepherd  J.,  of 
Beach  Lake;  Lyman  R.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
those  deceased  are  Amadilly,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years  ; Henry  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four years,  leaving  a widow  and  three  children ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Mark  Compton,  and  died  in 
Berlin  township ; Phoebe  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Ed 
Andrews,  having  died  in  Equinunk,  Penn. ; and 
John,  who  died  in  Berlin  township,  in  1894,  leaving 
a widow  and  five  children.  In  politics  the  father 
of  these  children  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  he 
most  capably  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
For  years  he  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  served  as  deacon  in  that  body. 

Liman  R.  Garratt  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
like  most  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  assisting  in  the  j 
labors  of  the  farm  and  attending  the  local  schools,  j 
He  was  married  February  25,  1874,  to  Miss  Jennie  ' 
Berry,  a native  of  Salem,  \\  ayne  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  Berry  (now  deceased),  and  his  j 
wife,  Lena  (Barcow),  who  is  still  living  in  Wayne 
county,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Mrs.  Garratt, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  | 
Episcopal  Church,  died  July  28,  1880.  In  \\  ayne  J 
county,  March  15,  1SS2,  Mr.  Garratt  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Selina  Ham,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  here.  Her  father,  John  Ham, 
was  a native  of  England,  where  he  married  Mary 
Wickett,  and  in  that  country  were  born  to  them 
seven  children.  On  coming  to  the  United  States 
they  located  in  Berlin  township,  W avne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  seven  other  children  were  added  to  their  fam- 
ily, making  fourteen  in  all,  seven  of  whom  are  living, 
viz.:  Mrs.  Mary  Budd,  Richard,  Mrs.  Eliza  Tay- 
lor, Mrs.  Selina  Garratt,  Thomas,  Mrs.  Amanda 
Colwell,  and  William  FI.;  those  deceased  are  Will- 
iam. Lewis,  James,  Samuel,  Mrs.  Betsy  Neal,  and 
John.  The  mother  died  December  i<3,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years ; the  father  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  and  is  well  preserved. 
He  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a farmer;  in  politics  a Democrat; 
and  in  religious  connection  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garratt  have  one  son,  Chester 
Arthur,  born  October  10,  1884.  The  family  live  in 
Berlin  township,  where  Mr.  Garratt  owns  a valuable 
farm  of  ninety-seven  acres,  pleasantly  located  only 
five  miles  from  both  Ilonesdale  and  Hawley.  Flere 
lie  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  The  Republican  party  always  finds  in 
him  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his 
aid  is  given  to  every  measure  which  he  believes 
will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  has  served  as  stew- 
,ard,  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  are  both  prom- 
inent members.  In  the  social  circles  of  the  coni- 
jnunity  they  also  stand  deservedly  high. 

THOMAS  SPEARS.  In  the  successful  career 
of  this  well  known  agriculturist  of  Harmony  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  we  have  a noteworthy 
! object-lesson  in  perseverance  and  industry.  Be- 
I ginning  life  without  capital,  he  has  made  his  way  to 
1 a substantial  success,  and  his  fine  homestead  near 
I Stevens  Point  is  a model  of  good  management. 

Mr.  Spears  was  born  August  28,  1845,  in  Glas- 
1 gow,  Scotland,  coming  to  this  country  when  about 
! one  year  old.  David  Spears,  his  father,  married 
i Ellen  Crookshanks,  daughter  of  George  Crook- 
I shanks,  of  Scotland,  and  in  1846  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  near  Deposit,  Broome  Co., 
i N.  Y.,  where  he  conducted  a boarding  house  for 
some  time  during  the  construction  of  the  Erie  rail- 
road. Later  he  bought  a farm  in.  the  same  locality, 
and  he  was  killed  there  in  1859  while  walking  on  .1 
railroad  track.  His  widow  still  resides  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  children; 
(_2)  Ellen,  born  December  25,  1848,  near  Deposit, 
married  James  Horan,  a cigar  manufacturer,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (3)  Jane  born  in  1850,  at  De- 
posit, married  J.  S.  Ives,  of  Binghamton,  and  has 
one  son  living,  John  Ives.  (4)  Agnes,  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1852,  married  George 
Delano,  of  Owcgo,  N.  Y., where  she  died  leaving  two 
children,  George  and  Nellie  Delano.  (5)  David, 
born  in  1S54,  married  (first)  Miss  Pool,  of  Broome 
county,  and  settled  on  the  Spears  homestead.  Flis 
first  wife  died  leaving  one  son,  Frederick,  and  he 
later  married  Miss  Flora  Benedict,  by  whom  he 
j has  had  three  children,  Agnes,  Willie  and  Anna. 

| (6)  Henry,  born  in  Broome  county  N.  Y.,  died  at 
I the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  near 
his  home  for  a short  time,  but  as  lie  was  only  four- 
teen years  of  age  when  his  father  died  he  was  ob- 
liged to  give  his  attention  to  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  and  in  1870  he  married  Miss  Dorcas 
E.  Gardiner,  who  was  born  in  Broome  county.  N. 
i Y.,  in  1850,  a daughter  of  Jcdekiah  and  Abbie 
| Gardiner,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer 
| families  of  that  section.  She  was  well  educated,  for 
j some  years  had  been  a successful  teacher  in  Broome 
1 county,  and  her  advice  and  aid  did  much  to  es- 


' 


' 


1024 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


tabl'ish  her  husband’s  success.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Susquehanna  county,  and  after  working  for  a 
time  in  the  acid  business  he  purchased  his  present 
farm,  where  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
clearing  land  and  erecting  a fine  two-story  resi- 
dence and  good  barns  and  other  buildings.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  has  served  as  supervisor,  live 
years  as  assessor,  and  for  some  time  was  school 
director.  Since  1865  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  at  present  he  holds  the 
office  of  trustee. 

His  wife,  who  was  a devout  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  in  No- 
vember, 1894,  while  under  treatment  lor  kidney- 
disease  at  a Hospital  in  Brooklyn.  They  had  eleven 
children,  to  whom  have  been  given  the  best  educa- 
tional privileges  that  the  schools  of  Lanesboro  and 
vicinity  afford:  Mary  E.,  born  in  February,  1871, 
in  Susquehanna  county,  married  John  Vaughn,  of 
McClure,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  now  the  foreman  in 
a milk  factory  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y. ; they  have 
one  daughter,  Edna.  Alvin  G.,  born  in  December, 
1872,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  married  Miss  Maud 
Putnam,  of  Harmony  township,  and  they  now  re- 
side in  Wayne  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
stone  quarry  business.  David  T.,  born  in  1874,  now 
resides  in  Montana  near  Yellowstone  Park.  He  is 
not  married,  and  is  a promising  young  man.  Ber- 
tha, born  in  September,  1876;  Earl,  in  November, 
1878;  Willard,  in. April,  1880;  Millie,  October  17, 
1882;  Margaret  D.,  April  10,  1884;  Jesse,  in  July, 
1886;  Rosie,  October  21,  1888 ; and  James  R.  Spears, 
May  15,  1891,  are  at  home. 

WILLIAM  NELSON  BARNES.  Rising 
above  the  head  of  the  mass  are  many  men  of  sterling 
worth  and  value,  who  by  sheer  perseverance  and. 
energy  have  conquered  fortune,  and  by  their  own 
unaided  efforts  have  risen  from  the  ranks  to  stand 
among  the  successful  few  who  now  hold  honorable 
positions  in  life.  It  is  to  his  perseverance,  in- 
domitable energy  and  close  application  that  Mr. 
Barnes  owes  his  success  in  life,  and  he  is  now  most 
creditably  filling  the  office  of  deputy  register  and  re- 
corder of  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
April  30,  1855,  a son  of  Royal  W.  and  Malinda 
(Stevens)  Barnes,  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  I. 
In  that  State  they  continued  to  make  their  home  un- 
til 1867,  when  they  removed  to  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  but  after  residing  there  for 
two  years,  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county.  For 
a year  they  made  their  home  in  Auburn  township, 
and  then  removed  to  Rush  township,  where  the 
mother  died  February  15,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  The  father,  who  was  born  December  14, 
1813,  is  still  living,  and  now  makes  his  home  with 
his  daughter  in  Rush  township.  He  has  been  quite 
a prominent  man  in  his  community,  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  township  offices,  and  was  director  of  the 
poor  asylum  for  a time.  In  politics  he  is  a Rcpub- 


| lican,  and  in  early  life  was  a member  of  tbe  Episco- 
I pal  Church,  but  now  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a 
consistent  member.  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
! dren : Watson  T.  (deceased),  who  was  a prominent 
I attorney  of  Montrose,  and  represented  Susquehanna 
| county  in  the  State  Legislature  for  two  terms; 
I Martha,  wife  of  Aldcn  Devine,  a farmer  of  Rush 
I township;  William  N.,  our  subject;  and  Susan,  who 
! died  in  New  Jersey  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The 
\ paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  William  and 
j Catherine  (Kirkhuff)  Barnes,  were  lifelong  resi- 
| dents  of  Sussex  and  Warren  counties,  N.  J.,  and 
j the  former  was  a gunsmith  by  trade.  • 

William  N.  Barnes  was  reared  on  the  home 
| farm,  and  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  most  of 
| the  time  until  thirty  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  suc- 
cessfully followed  that  profession  for  seventeen 
; terms  in  Rush  township.  On  leaving  home  he 
j studied  law  with  the  firm  of  Little.  Blakesley  & 
| Allen,  of  Montrose,  at  intervals  for  five  years,  and 
i was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  August,  1885,  since  which 
j time  he  has  devoted  a part  of  his  attention  to  the 
! practice  of  his  profession,  though  for  the  greater 
I part  of  the  time  he  has  held  some  official  position. 

On  September  15,  1897,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
i Mr.  Barnes  married  Mrs.  Lois  M.  (Bleakley) 

! Tower,  and  to  them  has  come  one  son,  Guy  Seward, 
| born  April  27,  1899.  Mrs.  Barnes  was  born  July  2, 
i 1868,  in  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  where  her  parents,  William 
; Irving  and  Sarah  (Gray)  Bleakley  (both  yet  liv- 
1 ing),  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  The 
1 father,  who  is  a machinist  by  trade,  was  born  May 
| 25,  1838,  in  Moreau,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of 
j English  descent ; the  mother  was  born  November  26, 
j 1844,  in  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  Scotch- 
j Irish  ancestry.  In  1892  Lois  M.  Bleakley  married 
J John  E.  Tower,  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y..  who  died 
| the  same  vear  in  Norfolk,  Ya.,  where  he  was  en- 
j gaged  as  bookkeeper. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Barnes  is  a Master  Mason,  also 
j a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
! lows  and  of  the  Heptasophs ; in  religious  faith  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  political  support  is  given  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes  quite  an 
active  and  influential  part  in  public  affairs.  \\  hile  a 
resident  of  Rush  township  he  served  as  school  direc- 
| tor  three  years ; township  clerk  three  terms  ; has  been 
| secretary  of  the  Auburn  and  Rush  Poor  Asylum  for 
j the  past  nineteen  years;  and  in  September,  18SS.  was 
i appointed  deputy  register  and  recorder,  which  po- 
\ sition  he  will  confine  to  fill  during  the  Democratic 
i administration.  II  is  official  duties  have  always  been 
! most  capable  and  conscientiously  discharged,  and  his 
public  and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach. 

DANIEL  LOWE,  a prosperous  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one 
of  the  public-spirited  citizens  to  whose  energy  and 
foresight  the  locality  is  indebted  for  many  improve- 
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ments.  While  he  has  given  close  attention  to  his 
private  affairs,  he  has  never  forgotten  or  ignored 
that  bond  of  common  interest  which  should  unite 
the  people  of  every  community,  and  he  has  always 
been  ready  to  promote  progress  in  every  lme. 

Air.  Lowe  was  born  in  1833,  near  iJinghamton, 
N.  Y.,  a son  of  Lewis  and  Hannah  ( Hopkins ) 
Lowe.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Lowe,  was  a 
native  of  Holland,  and  served  as  captain  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Washington.  At 
an  early  day  Lewis  Lowe  removed  to  Ararat,  Susque-' 
hanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  lie  worked  at  the  black- 
smith’s trade  until  1872,  when  he  sold  out  and  went 
to  Great  Bend,  making  his  home  with  Ins  son  Afor-- 
ris.  His  wife  died  in  1883.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  Daniel  being  the  eldest.  ( 2 ) Mor- 
ris, born  at  Ararat,  in  1835,  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  railroad  business  at  Great  Bend.  He 
married  Lucinda  Hill,  of  that  county,  and  has  six 
children.  (3)  Sarah,  born  in  Ararat  in  1837,  is 
now  living  in  one  of  the  Southern  States.  (4)  Hen- 
ry, born  m 1839,  in  Susquehanna  county,  was  for 
three  years  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  re- 
turned home  broken  down  in  health.  He  married 
Lucinda  Page,  of  Susquehanna  county  by  whom  ] 
he  has  five  children,  and  they  now  live  in  Lew  Mil- 
ford, Penn.  (5)  Perry,  born  in  Ararat  in  1841, 
married  Sarah  Griggs,  and  died  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war.  (6) 
Alary,  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  (7)  John,  when  a young  man  drift- 
ed with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  Black  Hills, 
and  has  never  been  heard  from  by  his  friends  in 
Pennsylvania.  [Anyone  reading  this  article  would 
confer  a great  favor  011  the  family  by  giving  any 
information  of  his  whereabouts.] 

Daniel  Lowe  conned  his  lessons  in  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  was 
married  in  September,  1857,  to  Aliss  Ellen  Ray- 
mond, of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  born 
at  their  present  home.  Lansing  R.  is  with  his  par- 
ents; Emma  married  Russel  Fletcher,  of  Broome 
county,  X.  Y.,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Ellen; 
Nellie  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Alin- 
nie  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; and  Ernest  and 
Alyron  are  both  at  home.  Air.  Lowe  began  his  do- 
mestic life  upon  his  present  farm  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  but  later  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Ararat,  Susquehanna  county.  Subsequently  he  re- 
purchased his  farm  in  Scott  township,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  In  1884  he  erected  a 
pleasant  residence,  and  has  made  many  other  im- 
provements which  add  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance  of  the  place,  making  it  one  of  the  best 
rural  homes  in  Wayne  county.  His  farming  opera- 
tions were  interrupted  in  1864  by  his  enlistment 
in  Company  I,  127th  X.  Y.  Y.  I.,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements. 

Earnest  and  consistent  Christian  people,  Mr. 
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and  Airs.  Lowe  have  become  active  and  prominent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Sherman.  The 
Republican  party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch 
supporter,  and  lie  cheerfully  gives  his  influence  to 
all  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  good.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  De- 
posit Lodge  Xo.  396,  I'.  & A.  AI.  As  a citizen, 
friend  and  neighbor,  lie  is  true  to  every  duty,  and 
justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
entire  community. 

JOHN  R.  WILCOX,  an  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  Alanchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  February  19,  i860,  on  the  old 
homestead  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
the  community. 

Pardon  T.  Wilcox,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  December  29,  1814,  in  Rhode  Island,  and  at  an 
early  day  came  to  Wayne  county  with  his  parents, 
George  and  Hannah  (Whitman)  Wilcox,  who  were 
aiso  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  who  died  in 
Wayne  county.  On  Alarch  19,  1841,  Pardon  T. 
Wilcox  wedded  Aliss  Alary  E.  Wood,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  July  14,  1822,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
! R.  and  Eliza  (Godfrey)  Wood,  natives  of  that 
State,  who  in  1836  came  to  Wayne  county,  making 
the  journey  with  horses  and  wagon.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  began  their  domestic  life  in  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  but  later  removed  to 
Alanchester  township,  where  they  erected  a rude 
log  house,  roofed  with  hemlock  shingles,  and  barn 
with  roof  of  hemlock  bark.  Upon  this  farm  the 
father  continued  to  reside  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years ; the  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Fourteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  only  five  of  whom  are  now 
living;  in  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Will- 

iam H.,  who  was  born  August  10,  1843,  died  >n  the 
service  of  his  country  August  23,  1862,  his  name 
being  on  the  soldiers  monument  at  Honesdale. 
Wayne  county;  Hannah  E.  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Gideon  B.  Chase,  who  was  also  a L'nion  soldier 
during  the  Civil  war ; Alalissa  died  in  1849  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  months : Cassandra  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Brown,  of  Alanchester  township:  Eleanor  E. 
is  the  wife  of  AI.  Bursely,  of  Alanchester  township ; 
Alary  Olive  is  the  wife  of  George  T.  Kellum,  of  the 
same  township;  Henry  W.  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years ; Edward  Fremont  is  also  deceased : Diana  T. 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  William  Sanders,  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn. : John  R.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  : Solomon  Wesley  was  drowned  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna river  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  in  1874:  and 
Caroline  F.  is  the  wife  of  John  Price,  of  Alanchester 
township. 

John  R.  Wilcox  was  retired  on  the  old  home 
farm,  where  he  obtained  a thorough  knowledge  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  acquired  his  literary  education.  He 
now  has  entire  management  of  the  farm,  which 
comprises  eighty-three  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land. 
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under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings.  The  fields  are  well  tilled,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  bespeaks  the  thrift  and  enter-  J 
prise  of  the  owner,  who  is  a man  of  excellent  busi-  j 
ness  ability.  His  frank  and  genial  manner  wins  the  | 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and 
those  who  know  him  best  are  numbered  among  his 
warmest  friends. 

On  May  24,  1888,  Mr.  Wilcox  married  Miss 
Jennett  Mawdsley,  who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet 
to  him.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter 
of  George  and  Margaret  (Collins)  Mawdsley 
(both  now  deceased),  the  father  a native  of  Eng- 
land, the  mother  of  Scotland..  Mrs.  W ilcox  is  one 
of  a family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph,  James,  Agnes,  George  and  Rachel, 
all  still  living,  and  Ellen,  deceased.  Our  subject  i 
and  his  wife  have  two  bright  boys:  Raymond,  now.. 
(1900)  aged  nine  years;  and  Sherman,  aged  eight. 


WILLIAM  JENNINGS,  a prominent  citizen 
of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
an  able  and  progressive  agriculturist,  and  his  farm, 
though  small,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  that 
locality,  the  scientific  methods  employed  in  its  man- 
agement bringing  belter  results  than  are  secured  on 
many  larger  estates. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  born  October  28,  1S53,  at 
the  old  family  homestead  in  New  Milford  township, 
and  is  a son  of  Lancaster  and  Eliza  Ann  ( Richard- 
son) Jennings,  and  a grandson  of  David  l’>.  Jennings, 
a well-known  pioneer,  of  whom  an  extended  account 
is  given  elsewhere.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  and  after  work- 
ing for  a year  among  farmers  in  the  vicinity  he 
purchased  a farm  in  that  township.  This  place  he 
kept  only  one  year,  when  he  sold  it  and  again 
worked  as  a laborer  on  neighboring  farms ; but 
after  his  marriage  he  rented  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account.  In  the  fall  of  1880 
he  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  \.,  where  he  was 
employed  nine  years  in  cigar  factories,  being  fore- 
man of  the  Kent  factory  for  two  years.  He  then 
became  interested  in  the  coal  business,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  that  operated  a gristmill  tor  two  years; 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming  in  his 
native  township,  having  twenty-five  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  is  a member  of  the  local  grange, 
and  of  Binghamton  Lodge,  Order  of  Red  Men; 
politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  \»hile  re- 
siding in  Binghamton  and  since  his  return  to  New 
Milford  he  Has  held  a number  of  local  offices;  also 
for  many  years  served  the  Methodist  Church  (>.f 
which  he  is  a member)  in  various  official  capacities. 
On  March  18,  1874,  he  was  married  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Titus,  daughter  of  Baker  and  Anna  (Cary)  Titus, 
of  Lenox  township.  She  died  March  17,  1875, 
aged  twenty-one  years,  and  was  buried  in  Lenox 
township.  On  October  31,  1877,  Mr.  Jennings 
married  Miss  Anna  Waldo,  of  New  Milford  town- 


ship, daughter  of  Anson  and  Jane  ( Leach ) Waldo. 
The  Waldo  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
Mrs.  lemmings'  great-grandparents,  Edward  L. 
and  Hannah  (Elderkin)  Waldo,  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Wind- 
ham county,  Conn.  Zachariah  Waldo,  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Jennings,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  his 
wife,  Joanna  (Butterfield),  was  a native  of  New 
Hampshire.  Anson  Waldo,  father  of  Mrs.  Jen- 
nings. was  born  in  Windham  county,  Conn.,  and  as 
a young  man  followed  the  molder's  trade ; later,  in 
1841,  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  purchasing 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  New  Milford  township. 
There  he  made  a clearing  and  built  a log  cabin,  and 
two  years  later  he  removed  to  another  farm  adjoin- 
ing, but  in  1876  he  returned  to  his  original  home- 
stead, where  he  died  October  2,  1882.  aged  seventy- 
six  years,  three  months,  nineteen  days.  He  was  a 
LJniversaHst  in  religious  belief,  and  as  a citizen  was 
much  respected  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  char- 
acter. His  widow,  Mrs.  Jane  (Leach)  Waldo,  who 
was  born  April  1,  1826,  is  now  residing  with  our 
subject.  Of  their  children,  Samuel,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  New  Milford  township,  May  21,  1846.  and 
is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  in  the  same 
township.  (2)  Albert,  also  a farmer  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  married  Miss  Ella  Fuller,  and  has 
one  daughter.  May,  wife  of  John  Monroe.  (3) 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

The  Leach  family  is  of  pioneer  stock,  and  Sam- 
uel Leach,  Mrs.  Jane  Waldo’s  father,  once  owned  the 
larger  portion  of  the  site  of  New  Milford  borough. 
He  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of 
Capt.  Leach,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
early  manhood,  settling' first  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, then  in  Franklin  township,  and  finally  in 
Bridgewater  township,  tie  died  in  1829,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  at  New  Milford.  His  wife, 
Betsy  (McFall),  came  to  Susquehanna  county  from 
Dutchess  county.  N.  Y.,  during  her  girlhood.  She 
died  in  1862,  and  was  buried  at  Milburn,  N.  Y., 
near  Binghamton.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Eliza  (deceased),  who  married  Harvey 

Leach;  Charles  (deceased);  Hannah,  widow  of 
Sylvester  Simpson,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Harry, 
a school  teacher,  who  died  in  Colorado;  Ruth  (de- 
ceased), who  married  George  Hopkins;  Ellen  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Ludwig  Main:  and  Jane,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Jennings. 

CHARLES  IT.  FREDERICK  POEPPEL. 
Many  of  the  most  enterprising  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county  have  come  from  the  land 
beyond  the  sea,  and  especially  is  this  true  of  those 
who  have  left  their  homes  in  the  German  Empire 
and  sought  in  this  land  of  freedom  a home 
and  competence  for  themselves  and  family.  Among 
these  is  Mr.  Poeppel,  a leading  butcher  and  meat 
merchant  of  Hawley.  He  was  horn  November  9, 
1845.  >n  Hameln.  on  the  Wescr,  Hanover,  Germany, 
a son  of  Henry  and  Wilhelmina  (Ouante  ) Poeppel, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Germany,  where  the 
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father  worked  at  his  trade  of  shoemaking.  He  died 
in  March,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  his  wife 
two  months  previous,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
vears.  They  were  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Of  their  children,  \\  ill- 
iam,  who  came  to  America,  and  served  as  sergeant 
in  the  Civil  war,  has  not  been  heard  from  for  eight- 
een years ; Charles  was  also  a Union  soldier,  and 
died  from  the  effects  of  his  service  in  the  hospital  ' 
at  Utica,  N.  Y. ; our  subject  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Henrietta  and  Wilhelmina  (twins)  conn 
plete  the  family;  the  former  died  in  Germany  at 
the  age  of  four  years,  and  the  latter  is  now  the  wid-  ! 
ow  of  Frederick  Wolter,  a stonemason. 

Until  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  at-  j 
tended  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  then  served 
a four-years’  apprenticeship  to  the  butcher's  trade,  [ 
receiving  nothing  for  his  services  and  having  to  i 
furnish  his  own  clothes.  He  continued  to  work  for 
his  employer  as  a journeyman  for  about  six  months, 
at  fifty  cents  per  week,  and  then  went  to  Hanover,  j 
Germany,  where  he  worked  for  a year  and  a half 
at  seventy-five  cents  per  week.  Two  nights  out  ' 
of  each  week  he  had  to  make  sausage,  but  while  [ 
here  he  added  to  his  wages  by  selling  bones  and  ■ 
other  refuse,  realizing  in  this  way  about  two  dol- 
lars per  week.  The  following  three  years  he  spent  1 
in  Bremen,  Germany,  where  he  worked  for  one  em- 
ployer one  year,  and  for  another  the  remainder  of  j 
the  time. 

Taking  passage  on  the  steamer  “Columbia,” 
Mr.  Poeppel  landed  in  New  York  City  May  3,  1869,  1 
and  ten  day's  later  came  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  where  j 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  Frederick  Nell  one  y ear.  : 
the  following  year  he  was  employed  at  different  1 
kinds  of  labor,  after  which  he  returned  to  Mr.  Neil,  j 
remaining  with  him  for  six  years.  On  April  21, 
1874,  while  in  his  service,  the  horse  he  was  driving 
became  scared,  and  backing  down  an  embankment  j 
fell  on  our  subject,  breaking  'ms  collar  bone  and 
three  ribs.  He  was  thus  disabled  for  about  a month, 
but  with  that  exception  he  has  engaged  in  business 
uninterruptedly  since  coming  to  America.  In  March, 
1877,  he  opened  a meat  market  of  his  own  in  Haw- 
ley, and  seventeen  months  later  removed  to  his 
present  location.  He  has  met  with  remarkable 
success  in  business,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  three 
fine  farms  in  Wayne  county,  one  in  Paupack  town- 
ship, and  two  in  Palmyra. 

In  Hawley,  November  28,  1869,  Mr.  Poeppel 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  C.  Lange, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  children:  Fred- 
erick G..  Amelia  F.,  Louisa  C..  Henry  C.  F..  Anna 
A.  and  Lena  M..  all  at  home;  and  Carl  Christ,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Poeppel  was  born  in  Wal- 
lcnsen.  Province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  March  14. 
1850,  a daughter  of  Christopher  and  Christina 
( Pleuger)  Lange,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  country.  The  father,  who  was  a shoemaker 
by  trade,  was  horn  in  1801,  and  died  in  1888,  while 
the  mother  was  born  in  1825  and  died  in  1885. 
Their  children  were  Frederick,  who  was  killed  at 


Metz  in  the  German  war  of  1S70;  Caroline,  widow 
of  Nicholas  Miller,  and  a resident  of  Bremen,  Ger- 
many; Louisa  C.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Henry,  a 
stonemason  in  Germany;  and  Christina,  wife  of 
Charles  Brothagen,  a farmer  of  Germany. 

Socially  Mr.  Poeppel  affiliates  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Encampment,  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor,  and  the  American  Pro- 
tective Legion,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Waverly, 
N.  Y.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  cared 
for  official  honors,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  Through  Ins 
own  efforts  he  has  risen  from  a humble  to  an  ex- 
alted position  in  the  business  world,  and  by  his 
upright,  honorable  course  has  gained  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 

ROSMAN  I.  PAGE.  The  rapid  development 
of  this  section  is  best  realized  wlten  one  listens  to 
the  reminiscences  of  some  sturdy  pioneer,  whose 
memory  goes  back  to  the  time  when  the  forest 
spread  unbroken  over  hills  and  valleys  which  now 
boast  of  populous  communities.  The  venerable 
subject  ofthis  sketch,  a retired  agriculturist  of  New 
.Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  county  amid  the  environments 
of  the  "early  days,”  and  in  his  seventy-five  years  of 
life  has  seen  marvelous  changes,  his  own  industry 
having  been  a factor  in  the  progress  of  his  locality. 

Mr.  Page  comes  of  good  Vermont  ancestry  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Peter  Page,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  was  a farmer  in  Vermont, 
and  he  and  his  wife  both  died  there  many  years 
ago.  Capt.  Levi  Page,  his  father,  was  born  and 
reared  at  Hardwick,  Caledonia  Co.,  Vt.,  and  was 
married  there  to  Priscilla  Ingalls,  daugnter  of  Amos 
and  Ruth  (Stevens)  Ingalls,  who  came  to  Gibson, 
Susquehanna  county,  at  an  early  day.  Her  father, 
who  was  a clothier  by  occupation,  died  at  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.  O-.e  of  her  sisters,  Ruth,  was  precep- 
tress of  Wyoming  Seminary  for  some  time,  and 
afterward  conducted  a ladies  seminary  at  Bingham- 
ton for  twenty-five  years.  In  1814  our  subject's 
parents  came  to  Susquehanna  county  with  their 
familv,  then  consisting  of  four  children,  and  located 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  homestead.  The  lo- 
cality was  a wilderness,  and  a clearing  had  to  he 
made  in  the  forest  before  the  double  log  house  was 
i built  which  served  many  years  as  a family  resi- 
dence. Capt.  Page  was  a man  of  influence  in  the 
I township,  holding  various  offices  and  serving  seven 
j years  as  captain  of  a militia  company.  He  was  a 
; member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  politically 
| was  a Democrat  until  the  Civil  war  issues  arose. 
| when  he  became  a Republican.  He  died  June  30. 
! 1873.  aged  eighty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  April. 
[ 1866,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  the  remains  of 
I both  were  interred  in  Lakevicw  cemetery,  Jackson 
' township. 
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Their  children  have  taken  an  honorable  place 
in  life,  and  all  except  Elilnt  taught  school  for  a 
time,  (i)  Amanda  (deceased)  married  (first) 
c Joseph  Norris,  of  Vermont,  and  (second)  Henry 
Bunnell,  of  Wayne  county.  (2)  Ezoa  (deceased) 
married  Griffin  Cook.  (3)  Elihu  died  in  New  Alil- 
ford  township  in  1899,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and 
is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  (4)  Levi  S., 
a retired  resident  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  was  for- 
merly engaged  in  carpentering  and  in  mercantile 
business,  and  also  served  thirty-live  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  (5)  Calvin  J.  (deceased)  was  a school 
teacher  at  the  time  of  his  death.  (6)  Eber  died  in 
infancy.  (7)  Hannah  married  J.  W.  H.  Bradford, 
of  Connecticut,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  county  in 
1897,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  (8)  Amos  I.  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight.  (9)  Rosman  1.,  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (10)  Alari- 
etta  Af.  married  William  Benny,  farmer  of  New 
Milford  township.  (11)  Seth  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  (12)  Joseph  N.  died  in  1S99  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  and  insurance  business.  For  a time  he 
was  president  of  the  Commercial  Travelers  Insurance 
Co.,  and  later  became  general  agent  of  the  United 
States  Insurance  Co.  (13)  John  W.,  a resident  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  formerly  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Commercial  Tavelers  Insurance  Co. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  3,  1824,  in 
the  log  house  above  mentioned,  and  as  the  son  of 
a busy  farmer  with  an  indebtedness  taking  the 
profits  of  the  estate  he  found  plenty  of  work  to  do 
during  his  youth.  At  seventeen  he  taught  school 
for  one  term  ; but  as  the  pay  was  very  small  he  de- 
cided to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brother 
L.  S.,  with  whom  he  worked  at  intervals  for  about 
eight  years,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  spent 
in  assisting  his  father.  When  he  was  about  twenty- 
five  years  old  the  debt  was  finally  cleared,  and  his 
father  gave  him  seventy-five  acres  of  land  upon 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  purchased  other  tracts 
of  land  until  he  now  owns  103  acres  on  his  home- 
stead, with  several  wooded  lots  in  the  vicinity.  He 
also  bought  the  farm  in  New  Milford  on  which  his 
son  Seth  resides.  For  about  ten  years  he  followed 
carpentering  in  connection  with  farming.  As  a 
good  citizen  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
questions  of  the  day  and  although  not  an  office 
seeker  he  served  as  supervisor  during  the  Civil 
war,  one  of  the  duties  being  to  fill  the  quota  from 
the  township  for  the  drafts,  and  take  the  men  to 
Scranton  for  enlistment.  Not  being  able  to  go  him- 
self, he  furnished  a substitute.  Previous  to  the 
war  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  has  ever  since  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Grange  for  twenty-five  tears. 

On  December  8,  1849,  Air.  Page  was  married 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Aliss 
Orilla  E.  Chandler,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and 
Sally  (Lewis)  Chandler,  of  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  his  father  was  a prominent 


physician  in  his  day.  She  died  Alarch  31,  18S5, 
aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  her  remains  rest  in  Lake- 
view  cemetery.  Of  the  two  sons  of  this  union, 
Seth,  the  eldest,  a farmer  in  New  Alilford  township, 
married  Aliss  Hattie  R.  Kenyon,  and  had  three 
children,  Alay,  Glen  R.  (who  died  in  1898,  aged 
fourteen  years),  and  an  infant.  (2)  Lamont  L., 
who  resides  on  a portion  of  the  old  homestead  ad- 
joining our  subject's  farm,  married  Aliss  Satah  A. 
Kenyon,  a sister  of  his  brother’s  wife.  ' -On  Decem- 
ber 24,  1891,  our  subject  was  married  at  New  Alil- 
ford to  Aliss  Betsey  C.  Follet,  who  was  born  April 
25,  1S32,  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Her-  paternal  grandparents,  Warren  and  Patty  P. 
(Tingley)  Follet,  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
from  Attleboro,  Alass.,  at  an  early  day,  and  made 
their  home  in  Plarford  township.  Capt.  Hiram 
Follet,  Airs.  Page's  father,  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  and  became  a successful  farmer  in  Jack- 
son.  He  was  a Democrat-  in  politics,  and  was  fre- 
quently chosen  to  office  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
died  at  Danville,  Penn.,  October  27,  1876,  aged  sev- 
enty-three years,  and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Green), 
died  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
April  10,  1868,  aged  sixty-three  years,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  Gibson  cemetery. 
The  Green  family  has  been  identified  with  Gibson 
township  from  pioneer  times,  and  Airs.  Page's  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  John  Green,  of  Alassachusetts, 
and  his  wife  Betsey  (Van  Winkle),  of  Long  Island, 
both  died  there  and  were  buried  in  the  local  cem- 
etery. Airs.  Page  was  the  youngest  of  two  chil- 
dren, the  other  being  John  P.,  who  married  Aliss 
Adeline  Clafflin,  and  is  a farmer  by  occupation, 
now  residing,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  at  Alan- 
lius,  111.  Airs.  Betsy  C.  Page  died  very  suddenly 
September  5,  1899,  of  heart  failure. 

AUGUSTUS  WAIDLER  is  the  well  known 
proprietor  of  “Sunnyside  Farm,”  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  which  at  the  time  of  his  purchase, 
in  1887,  was  known  as  the  Christ  Williams  farm. 
He  has  since  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
| substantial  improvement  and  material  development 
j of  the  locality,  and  although  an  adopted  son  of 
I America  his  loyalty  is  above  question,  and  his  labors 
in  the  interests  of  the  community  have  been  most 
effective  and  beneficial. 

Air.  Waidler  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
February  2,  1848,  and  when  a child  was  brought 
to  the  New  World  by  his  parents,  Christian  and 
Josephine  (Hayes)  Waidler,  also  natives  of  Baden, 
and  representatives  of  highly-respected  families  of 
that  country.  Bv  trade  the  father  was  a black- 
smith, and  on  coining  to  the  Lhiited  States  located 
in  Cumberland,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  Throughout  life  he  was 
remarkably  healthy,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-five  years,  dying  in  Kimble,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  in  December,  1895.  His  children  who  are 
still  living  are  Kate,  Barbara,  John,  Carrie,  Philip, 
Augustus  and  Lave. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with  hard  work, 
h'or  ten  years  after  starting  out  in  life  for  himself 
he  followed  boating  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
canal,  and  two  years  on  the  Erie  canal.  He  built 
the  boat  “G.  E.  West,”  at  a cost  of  $2,000,  but 
sold  it  on  his  return  to  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.,  in 
1S77,  and  on  disposing  of  his  property  there  he 
came  to  Wayne  county  in  1SS6  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Scott  township.  It  comprises  100 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  improved  with  a commodious  res- 
idence and  very  large  barn.  It  is  conveniently  near 
the  school  house  of  the  district,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places  in  the  community. 

At  Cahoonzie.  N.-Y.,  Mr.  Waidler  was  mar- 
ried, March  20,  1878,  to  Miss  Esther  E.  Jennings, 
who  was  born  in  Barryville,  Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y., 
June  Q,  1S59,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Jennings,  a hotel- 
keeper,  who  died  in  1883,  and  his  wife,  Susan  Jane 
(Davenport)  Jennings.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waidler 
have  five  children,  namely:  . George  L.,  Emma 
Florence,  Amanda  E.,  Mabel  FI.  and  Ruth  Sadie. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Waidler  is  a stanch 
Republican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  party,  and  he  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  as  postmaster  of 
Scott  Centre,  having  been  appointed  to  the  latter 
position  in  October,  1S97.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men.  His  upright,  honorable  life  commends 
him  to  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  and  he  has  made  many  warm 
friends  in  his  adopted  county. 

JOHX  McCOlvMICK,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing agriculturists  of  Silver  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a native  of  same,  born  in  June, 
1835,  Irish  parentage. 

James  McCormick,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1799  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  a young  man.  He 
was  married,  at  Albany,  N.  Y .,  to  Mary  Guyton, 
who  was  born  in  180S  in  County  Tipperary,  and 
they  shortly  afterward  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv, Penn.,  settling  on  new  land  in  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship. Mr.  McCormick  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  farm, 
which  he  was  first  obliged  to  clear,  however,  and 
by  incessant  industry  he  succeeded  in  convert-  1 
ing  what  was  once  a wilderness  into  a pro-  ; 
ductive  and  valuable  farm.  The  log  house  which  ' 
he  erected  on  his  arrival,  and  which  the  family  oc-  j 
cupied  for  many  years,  was  in  time  replaced  by  a 
substantial  frame  residence,  and  .numerous  other  | 
changes  were  made  about  the  place  which  increased 
its  value  and  enhanced  its  appearance.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick did  his  full  share  in  the  advancement  of 
agricultural  interests  in  this  region,  and  he  also 
took  an  active  part  in  establishing  good  public  1 
schools,  anti  otherwise  assisting  in  the  intellectual  j 
growth  of  the  section,  serving  faithfully  for  many  1 


years  as  school  director.  He  passed  away  on  his 
farm  in  Silver  Lake  township  in  1862.  his  wife  pre- 
ceding him  to  the  grave  in  1855.  They  were  con- 
sistent Catholics  in  religious  belief,  and  reared 
their  family  in  the  same  faith,  always  placing  the 
greatest  importance  in  their  moral  training,  and 
giving  them  the  best  advantages  for  education  at 
their  command.  Six  children  were  born  to  James 
and  Mary  McCormick,  of  whom  we  have  the  follow- 
ing record : 

(1)-  James  was  born  near  Albany,  X".  Y., 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  for  several  years 
prior  to  his  marriage  taught  in  the  schools  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  but  he  made  farming  his  life 
work,  his  place  adjoining  that  of  his  father.  He 
died  in  February,  1898.  He  married  Miss  Katie 
Curley,  of  Middletown,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
Mary  (wife  of  James  Kane,  of  Choconut),  James, 
Thomas,  Joseph.  Lawrence,  Catherine  (who  mar- 
ried John  Heavey),  and  Annie  (wife  of  William 
Caddon,  of  Xew  York  State.)  (2)  Mary,  born  on 
the  old  home  farm,  received  a good  education,  and 
followed  the  teacher’s  profession  for  a number  of 
years  before  her  marriage  to  Joseph  Ward,  of  Sil- 
ver Lake  township.  (3)  Ellen,  born  in  Silver 
Lake,  received  a thorough  education,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  convent 
schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  where  she  died. 
(4)  Thomas,  born  in  Silver  Lake,  resides  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  has  for  many  years  been 
pattern  maker  for  the  Iron  & Coal  Co.  For  his 
first  wife  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Clark,  of 
Choconut  township,  who  died  in  Scranton,  leaving 
four  children,  Joseph,  Thomas,  Annie  and  Mary. 
By  his  second  wife,  Annie  (Monaghan),  he  has 
two  children,  James  and  John.  (5)  Joseph  went 
South,  and  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a wholesale 
jewelry  store  in  Chattanooga,  Term.,  where  he  was 
attacked  with  smallpox  and  died  in  young  manhood. 
(6)  John  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

John  McCormick  attended  the  district  schools 
during  his  boyhood,  and  received  his  training  to 
agricultural  work  on  the  home  place,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1S76,  purchasing  the  farm 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  In  early  manhood  he 
also  engaged  in  lumbering  in  the  winter  season.  In 
1876  he  sold  the  property  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
and  purchased  the  Allen  J.  Sheldon  farm  near  Sil- 
ver Lake,  where  he  erected  a fine  home,  and  here 
he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in  general  agriculture 
and  dairying.  He  has  cleared  up  a large  portion  of 
this  tract,  on  which  he  has  also  made  general  im- 
provements which  have  materially  beautified  the 
place,  and  he  holds  high  rank  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  up-to-date  farmers  of  the  section. 
Like  his  father,  he  has  always  taken  special  interest 
in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  community,  and 
he  has  served  acceptably  as  school  director  for  a 
number  of  terms,  but  he  has  been  progressive  and 
public-spirited  in  every  respect,  and  his  genial  dis- 
position has  won  for  him  hosts  of  friends  among  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  He  is  as  highly 
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respected  as  lie  is  popular,  and  lie  bears  an  untar- 
nished reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  in  all 
his  dealings. 

In  1S59  Mr.  McCormick  married  Miss 
Bridget  Hannagan.  daughter  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine (Donnelly)  Hannagan,  who  were  well  known 
pioneers  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming.  Twelve 
children  have  blessed  this  marriage,  all  born  in  Sil- 
ver Lake  township,  namely:  Mary  married  a Mr. 

Kelly,  of  Silver  Lake,  where  they  reside  on  their 
farm ; thev  have  four  children  living,  Matthew, 
Rose,  Mary  and  Theresa.  (2)  Daisy  received  a 
good  education  in  the  select  schools  of  the  county, 
and  taught  school  here  successfully  for  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  John  J.  Mur- 
phy, of  Silver  Lake  township,  and  they  have  had 
five  children,  Leo,  Rachel,  Charles,  Vincent  and 
Gabriel.  (3)  John  married  Miss  Katie  Murphy, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Cecelia,  Mary  and 
Richard.  They  reside  on  a farm  near  Bracknev, 
in  Silver  Lake  township.  (4)  Ellen  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  S.  Sweeney,  and  has  seven  children,  Jo- 
seph, James,  Ellen,  Rose,  Edward,  Annie  and  Mon- 
ica. They  own  a comfortable  home  near  Quaker 
Lake.  (5)  Joseph  married  Miss  Anna  Heavey, 
and  makes  his  home  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.  They 
have  two  children,  Walter  and  Florence.  (6) 
Rose  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  'a  number  of 
years  before  her  marriage  to  Thomas  Gahagan.  of 
Broome  county,  X.  Y.,  where  they  reside.  They 
have  one  son,  Ambrose.  (7)  Alphonse  taught 
school  in  Susquehanna  county  for  a number  of 
years,  and  is  now  manager  of  the  Xew  York  State 
Asylum  farm,  proving  himself  in  this  responsible 
position  a very  capable  business  man.  He  is  un- 
married. (8)  Ambrose  is  engaged  in  the  feed 
business  in  Binghamton.  (9)  Genevieve,  (10) 
James,  (xi)  William  and  (12)  Paul  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  and 
all  their  children  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  the  work  of  which  they  contribute  lib- 
erally. Politically  our  subject  is  a Democrat. 

WESLEY  F.  ROGERS,  whose  sudden  death 
on  January  13,  1900,  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  was  at  the  time  serving  as  yard 
engineer  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  at  Hawley, 
Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  at  Westfall,  Pike  county.  July  9.  1S45,  a son  of 
Augustus  J.  and  Lucinda  (Quick)  Rogers,  natives 
of  England  and  Xew  Jersey,  respectively.  When  a 
Jad  of  ten  years  the  father  emigrated  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  United  States  and  located  .in  Bingham- 
ton, X.  Y.,  where  they  died.  He  was  married  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  there  continued  to  make 
his  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  em- 
ployed first  as  foreman  on  the  canal,  and  later  en- 
gaging in  -farming  and  tending  a lock  at  the  same  j 
time.  Fie  was  an  earnest,  conscientious  Christian 
gentleman,  and  for  many  years  served  as  a local 


minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
died  in  March,  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  his  wife  in  April,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Kimble,  Pike  county.  Their  children  were  Mary 
and  Russell  (twins),  who  both  died  in  infancy;  Wes- 
ley E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Isabella,  a trained 
nurse,  now  located  in  Pittsburg,  Penn.;  Ebba,  wife 
of  Edward  Calfus,  station  agent  at  Shohola,  Pike . 
county;  and  Stella,  a resident  of  Hawley. 

Wesley.  F.  Rogers  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
schools  near  his  ehddhood  home  until  fifteen  years 
of'  age,  acquiring  a good  practical  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  made  lock  tender 
at  what  was  then  known  as  Blue  Eddy,  holding  that 
position  for  four  years.  In  March,  1865,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  214th  P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Robert  H.  Ford,  of  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  to 
Richmond,  Ya.,  where  lie  did  guard  duty  until  hon- 
orably discharged  in  March,  1866.  Fortunately  he 
was  never  wounded.  On  his  return  home  he  began 
braking  on  the  Erie  railroad,  and  after  serving  in 
that. capacity  for  two  years  he  was  made  fireman.  In 
1871  he  was  promoted  to  engineer,  and  as  such  con- 
tinued with  the  Erie  railroad,  an  honored  and  trust- 
ed empioye  of  the  company  until  his  sudden  death 
on  January  13,  1900,  from  heart  disease.  He  was 
on  duty  on  his  engine,  on  the  return  trip  from  Haw- 
ley to  Port  Jervis,  and  died  between  Lackawaxen 
and  Rowland.  Flis  remains  were  interred  January 
17,  at  Kimble. 

In  Glen  Eyre,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  married  in  1870,  to  Miss  Christina  Mahler,  a 
native  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  when  a child  came 
to  America  and  lived  with  an  uncle  in  Xew  York. 
She  died  April  23,  1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Kimble  cemetery,  Pike  county.  Six  children  blessed 
this  union,  namely:  Harry,  who  is  now  located  in 
Yonkers,  XT.  Y. ; Ralph,  deceased;  and  Charles, 
Clarence,  Herbert  and  Mabel,  who  are  at  home. 
Fir.  Rogers  was  again  married,  at  Hawley,  October 
17,  1897,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Laura 
FI.  Gearing.  There  are  no  children  of  this  marriage. 

Fraternally  Fir.  Rogers  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  Pocahontas  Lodge,  I.  O.  R.  FL,  of  Haw- 
ley: and  of  the  K.  of  FL  and  F.  & A.  FL,  both  of 
Hawley.  Flis  political  support  was  alwavs  given 
to  the  measures  which  lie  believed  best  culculated 
to  advance  the  public  welfare,  but  he  was  not 
bound  by  party  ties.  He  was,  however,  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  popular  citizens  of  Hawley, 
where  he  made  many  warm  friends. 

CHRISTOPHER  \Y.  BOD  IE,  a well-known 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Dyberry  township.  W ayne 
county,  belongs  to  a family  that  has  for  many  years 
been  identified  with  the  industrial  and  business  in- 
terests of  this  section  of  the  State.  1 1 is  paternal 
grandfather,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12. 
was  born  about  1788,  was  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia,  and  spent  his  last  davs  in 
Ohio. 
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Joseph  Bodie,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  Philadelphia,  and  when  a boy  learned  the 
glass  blower's  trade.  On  first  coming  to  Wayne 
county  lie  was  employed  in  a glass  factory  in  Dy- 
bcrrv,  but  later  purchased  land  in  the  western  part 
of  the  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  called  from 
this  life  in  February,  1888.  He  married  .Miss  Caro- 
line, daughter  of  Christopher  and  Elizabeth  (Hen- 
itz)  Faatz,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Saxony,  Germany.  In  1808  Mr.  Faatz  and  his  eld- 
son  son  came  to  America  and  in  Philadelphia  found 
employment  in  a glass  factory,  as  they  were  skilled 
workmen  along  that  line.  The  following  year  they 
were  joined  by  the  remainder  of  the  family,  and  in 
1816  they  all  removed  to  Dyberrv,  Wayne  county, 
where  the  father,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons, 
built  and  operated  a glass  factory  for  many  years. 
Suitable  sand  for  the  factory  was  found  in  large 
quantities  with  in  the  township  of  Dyberrv.  All  of 
the  family  are  now  deceased,  the  children  being 
Christian,  Christina,  Jacob,  Caroline  and  Charles. 
Of  these  Mrs.  Caroline  Bodie  died  December  14, 
1893.  Our  subject  is  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in 
a family  of  eight  children,  viz.:  Charles  F.  died  in 
1868  or  ’69;  Euphemia,  wife  of  Elias  Stites,  died 
about  twenty-two  years  ago  David,  now(  I900)aged 
sixty-four,  is  living  in  Honesdale;  Julia  A.,  wid- 
ow of  John  Reynolds,  is  living  in  Carbondale,  aged 
sixty-two;  Christopher  W.  is  our  subject;  Ann, 
now  aged  fifty-seven,  is  the  wife  of  S.  W.  Samp- 
son, of  Dyberrv  township ; Mary,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three,  was  the  wife  of  Edward  Faatz ; 
Caroline,  is  the  wife  of  George  Olver,  of  Carbon- 
ciale,  Pennsylvania. 

Christopher  W.  Bodie  was  born  November  11, 
1841,  in  Dyberrv  township,  where  he  still  continues 
to  make  his  home.  He  acquired  his  literary  educa-  j 
tion  in  the  common  schools  and  also  received  a j 
good  musical  education.  For  many  years  he  was 
employed  as  an  instructor  in  music,  conducting  the 
winter  singing  schools  in  Wayne  county,  which 
were  so  popular  in  tne  early  days. 

On  November  11,  1862,  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Bodie  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  E. 
Brink,  by  Rev.  E.  O.  Ward.  She  was  born  De- 
cember 27,  1842,  a daughter  of  Abraham  and  Julia 
A.  (Grimer)  Brink,  in  whose  family  were  the  fo' low- 
ing children:  David  Eugene,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Milton  Lawrence,  of  Dyberrv 
township;  Caroline  E.,  wife  of  our  subject:  War- 
ren, a Union  soldier,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  years  ; John  H.,  a resident  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Phoebe  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Castle,  of  Tracy  Creek, 
N.  V.;  Charles,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. : Elida,  also 
of  Binghamton;  and  Edward,  of  •Syracuse.  N.  Y. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bodie  have  three  children:  Effie  L., 
born  in  July,  1863,  is  the  widow  of  John  ( Miver.  and 
is  now  engaged  in  teaching  school : Roland  C.,  horn 
October  30,  1 8r >4,  is  a resident  of  Dyberrv  township; 
and  Ada  A.,  born  June  15,  1867,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Bodie  has  always  been  a stanch  supporter 


of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of  consta- 
ble (thirteen  years),  school  director  (six  years),  as- 
sessor, and  member  of  the  election  board.  He  is  now 
the  popular  postmaster  of  Haines,  having  served 
in  that  position  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
public.  Religiously  he  is  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
for  some  time  a trustee. 

SAMUEL  HACKER.  Many  of  the  late  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war  were  of 
foreign  birth,  but  their  loyalty  to  their  adopted 
country  was  never  questioned,  for  on  Southern  bat- 
tlefields they  were  among  the  most  brave  and  faithful 
soldiers.  Among  the  boys  in  blue  was  Samuel 
Flacker,  a prominent  farmer  of  Mt.  F’lcasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England,  May  17,  1835,  a son  of  Edward  and  Sarah 
(Broy)  Fiacker.  In  the  family  were  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters,  Thomas.  John,  Will- 
iam, Ed,  Nathan,  Samuel,  Jane,  Sarah,  Mary,  Anne 
and  Diantha.  The  parents  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  England,  and  both  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  In  religious  belief  they  were  Episcopalians. 

In  his  native  land  Samuel  Hacker  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  and  acquired  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  its  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he,  in  company  with  his  brother  Ed,  now  a 
resident  of  Cherry  Ridge,  Penn.,  came  to  America, 
taking  passage  at  Plymouth,  and  arriving  in  this 
country  after  seven  weeks  spent  upon  the  water,  a 
broken  anchor  chain  occasioning  the  delay.  Our 
subject  first  located  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  worked  as  a carpenter  and  contractor  for 
two  years,  and  then  settled  on  a farm  in  Texas  town- 
ship, but  later  removed  to  Cherry  Ridge.  When 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  enlisted,  in 
1861,  in  Company  D,  179th  IJ.  Y.  I.,  and  was  first 
stationed  at  Yorktown,  Ya.,  where  with  his  regi- 
ment he  participated  in  several  skirmishes.  His 
eyesight  being  defective,  and  being  also  troubled 
with  a chronic  disease,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  after  several  months'  service, 
and  returned  home.  In  1883  he  purchased  the  Den- 
nis Baxter  farm,  comprising  seventy-five  acres  of 
fertile  and  productive  land,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  a comfortable 
resilience  and  good  outbuildings  are  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  well-tilled  fields.  He  has  been  quite 
successful  as  a general  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and 
the  prosperity  which  has  crowned  his  efforts  is 
certainly  well  deserved,  for  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world  unaided  by  capital  or  influential 
friends.’ 

Mr.  Hacker  was  married,  March  21.  1857,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Karstake.  also  a native  of  Devonshire, 
England,  and  a daughter  of  Rodger  and  Anna 
( Browning)  Karstake.  Her  father  died  in  Wayne 
county  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  after  which 
the  mother  returned  to  England,  where  she  passed 
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away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Hacker,  six 
are  still  living,  namely : William,  a resident  of  Peck- 
ville,  Penn.;  Charlotte  Ann,  now  the  wife  of  S.  P. 
Peck,  of  Ait.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county; 
Mary. Jane;  Sarah,  wife  of  Fred  Caulkins,  of  Aii- 
lanville,  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county ; Fan- 
ny, wife  of  llevery  Sherwood,  of  Lackawanna, 
Penn. ; and  George.  Air.  Flacker  has  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
passed  to  the  world  beyond  on  January  12,  1882. 
She  was  a faithful  wife,  a kind  and  affectionate 
mother,  and  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  many  years. 

Politically  Air.  Hacker  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  taking  a commendable  interest  in 
political  affairs,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
popular  citizens  of  his  community,  and  is  justly  de- 
serving of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly 
held  by  all  who  know  him. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  JONES.  This  well- 
known  citizen  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
grown  up  among  its  people,  having  been  born  there 
November  25,  1867.  Although  only  thirty-two 
years  of  age,  he  has  already  prominently  identified 
himself  with,  the  public  interests  and  general  ad- 
vancement of  the  community,  where  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem  for  both  his  public  spirit  and  genial 
disposition. 

Air.  Jones'  parents  and  grandparents  were  resi- 
dents of  Flarford.  Austin  Jones,  his  grandfather, 
was  born  in  1788  in  Andover,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn., 
and  was  the  eldest  of  seven  sons,  one  of  whom,  Dr. 
Jones,  became  a prominent  citizen  of  Alabama.  In 
1812  Austin  Jones  came  to  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  in  1825  settling  on  East  Hill, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Fie  was 
quiet  and  unostentatious  in  all  his  habits,  was  in- 
dustrious and  prosperous,  and  was  regarded 
throughout  the  community  as  one  of  its  most  sub- 
stantial and  valuable  citizens.  He  was  an  influential 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Harford, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  In  1824  Austin 
Jones  married  Polly  T.  Carpenter,  who  was  born  in 
17148.  and  of  the  children  born  to  this  union  Henry 
M.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  only  son  who 
reached  man's  estate.  The  only  surviving  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  was  born  February  18,  1828,  in  Harford, 
and  died  December  12.  1887.  She  received  a good 
education,  attending  the  common  schools  of  her  na- 
tive township,  Harford  Academy,  and  later  the 
Ontario  Female  Seminary,  from  which  she  was 
graduated  in  1852.  She  was  engaged  as  teacher 
in  the  last  named  institution  for  fourteen  .years,  and 
on  returning  to  Harford  continued  to  follow  her 
profession,  in  which  she  met  with  the  highest  suc- 
cess. She  also  attained  considerable  local  fame  as  a 
writer  of  verse,  an  edition  of  her  poems  being 
now  on  the  press  which  will  be  received  with  much 
favor  bv  her  large  number  of  friends,  scattered  over 


the  whole  country.  Her  poems  written  for  Rev. 
Adam  Aliller's  Semi-Centennial,  and  the  "Centen- 
nial Hymn"  for  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  Susquehanna  county,  are  among  her 
best  known.  Alany  hearts  have  been  comforted  and 
sustained  in  the  loss  of  their  friends  by  the  tender- 
ness and  sympathy  of  her  verse.  Austin  Jones  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1861  and  1870,  respectively. 

Henry  AI.  Jones  was  born  Alay  24,  1830,  in 
Harford  township,  and  gained  a practical  knowledge 
of  the  English  branches  in  the  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood,-  studying  at  Harford  Academy,  under 
the  celebrated  teacher  Rev.  Lyman  Richardson. 

\ During  his  early  manhood  he  taught  successful'iy 
for  several  terms  in  the  local  district  schools.  He 
was  reared  to  farming,  to  which  he  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  until  1S64,  on  the  homestead, 

; which  he  sold  in  that  year  to  David  Van  Buskirk. 

| In  the  fall  of  1865  he  bought  the  property  in  Har- 
, ford  village — a farm  of  130  acres  formerly  owned 
by  Deacon  Joab  Tyler- — on  which  he  resided  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1866  he  purchased  the  store  property  ot  E.  T. 
Tiffany,  adjoining  his  new  home,  which  lie  also 
retained  until  his  -death.  Iris  sound  business  judg- 
ment, combined  with  fair  dealing,  brought  him  suc- 
cess, but  while  his  mercantile  interests  demanded 
j constant  attention  he  never  entirely  gave  up  farm- 
| ing,  supervising  the  cultivation  of  his  land  and  tak- 
j ing  the  warmest  interest  in  agricultural  affairs.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Harford  Agricultural 
Society,  of  which  he  served  one  year  as  president. 
Air.  Jones  was  an  all-around  active  citizen,  con- 
tributing much  toward  the  improvement  of  his  vil- 
lage and  township,  was  a warm  friend  to  the  poor, 
who  often  came  to  him  for  counsel,  and  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings  in  any  of  the 
relations  of  life,  was  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
often  chosen  executor  and  administrator.  He  pos- 
sessed the  qualities  which  made  him  prosper  in  all 
he  undertook,  but  he  was  equally  desirous  of  seeing 
I others  prosper,  and  he  contributed  liberally  to  all 
i worthy  causes.  He  was  always  deeply  interested  in 
the  general  moral  welfare,  taking  an  active  part  in 
I educational  advancement,  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
1 the  Temperance  cause,  and  a liberal  contributor  to 
j the  support  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  its 
I work.  Naturally,  he  was  chosen  to  various  posi- 
j tions  of  trust,  filling  nearly  every  township  office, 

I served  several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for 
two  terms — 1873-74 — represented  his  county  in  the 
| State  Legislature,  being  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket. 

On  September  12,  1854.  Air.  Tones  married 
! Alarietta  I.  Blandin.  who  was  born  August  24.  1831. 
j in  Honesdale,  Wavnc  county,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Blandin.  of  that  place,  and  five  children  blessed  their 
union:  Alary  Charlotte.  William  Henry  and  Sarah 
; Adalinc.  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Daniel  Austin, 
I born  in  1864.  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
I and  Edward  E.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
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Henry  M.  Jones  passed  away  at  Harford  September 
<1.  1879.  leaving  a vacancy  in  the  community  which 
was  long  felt.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  son.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  which  Mr.  Jones  also  attended  and 
in.  which  he  held  office,  and  her  life  has  been  one 
full  of  good  works,  devoted  to  her  home  and  to 
Church  and  charitable  enterprises.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  she  was  teacher  of  music  for  one  year,  • 
1850,  in  Harford  Academy,  and  her  intelligence 
and  high  character  have  placed  her  side  by  side  with 
her  honored  husband  in  the  esteem  of  their  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  Harford. 

Edward  E.  Jones  was  married.  July  14,  1891, 
at  Harford,  to  Miss  Hattie  Sweet,  of  whose  family 
extended  mention  is  made  below.  She  died  February 
28,  1809.  twenty-four  hours  after  having  undergone 
an  operation  at  Carbondale,  leaving  one  child,  Henry 
S.,  born  June  6,  1892.  Her  short  life  was  one  of 
beautiful  devotion  to  her  family  and  parents.  Of 
a quiet  and  lovable  disposition,  she  was  supremely 
fond  of  home  and  friends,  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  being  a consecrated 
and  efficient  worker  in  the  various  interests  of  same. 
Like  his  father  Mr.  Jones  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  not  without  some  fondness  for  public  life,  having- 
served  one  term  as  county  auditor  aud  filled  the  of- 
fice of  town  treasurer  for  the  past  four  vears.  He 
was  educated  at  Amherst  (Mass.)  High  School,  and 
at  Williston  Seminary,  East  Hampton.  Mass., 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1886.  After 
leaving  school  he  returned  to  Harford,  where  for  a 
time  lie  was  employed  in  the  store  of  C.  If.  Johnston, 
and  in  January,  1890,  he  purchased  the  establish- 
ment, which  he  has  since  conducted  himself.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  For  the 
past  seven  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  Har- 
ford Agricultural  Society,  which  holds  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  annual  fairs  held  in  this  part  of  the 
State. 

The  late  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Tones  (nee  Sweet) 
was  the  second  and  youngest  child  of  Horace  Sweet 
and  Sarah  M.  Ketcham.  Horace  Sweet  was  born  in 
Harford  township  March  24,  1834,  son  of  Stephen 
and  Polly  (Seymour)  Sweet.  His  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Stephen  Sweet  was  a farmer,  and  at  vari- 
ous times  held  all  the  township  offices.  He  died 
1 ebruary  7,  i860,  aged  fifty-three  years,  and  his  wife 
in  1878.  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  P>oth  are  buried  in 
Harford  cemetery.  Horace  and  Sarah  M.  ( Ketch- 
am) Sweet  were  married  at  Montrose  in  March, 
1867,  and  to  their  union  were  born  two  children — 
Charles  \Y.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  ; 
and  TIattie,  who  has  been  already  mentioned.  Sarah 
H.  (Ketcham)  Sweet,  mother  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Tones, 
is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Catherine  ( I'tt ) Ketch  • 
am.  and  was  born  August  17.  1844.  Her  parents 
came  from  Northampton  county  to  Montrose  not 
long  after  their  marriage,  and  there  Mr.  Ketcham 
operated  the  first  foundrv  ever  started  in  Montrose.  1 


He  died  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  and 
his  widow  subsequently  married  Daniel  Stuart,  of 
Bridgewater,  a farmer,  who  died  at  Hop  Bottom, 
Penn.  She  died  in  1877  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of 
her  age,  and  is  buried  at  Montrose. 

Horace  Sweet  received  lfis  education  under  Rev. 
Lyman  Richardson,  at  Franklin  Academy,  and  pos- 
sessed what  so  many  of  these  students  did,  a fluency 
in  speech  and  readiness  in  debate.  He  began  teach- 
ing school  in  Harford  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was 
subsequently  engaged  in  Schuylkill,  Luzerne,  Colum- 
bia and  other  points,  following  this  vocation  for 
eight  years.  On  reaching  his  twenty-fourth  year  he 
J:>ecame  a farmer,  and  in  1891  he  retired  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Harford  village.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  held  all  the  township  offices, 
having  been  for  many  years  auditor  and  assessor, 
and  for  nine  years  school  director,  has  always  been 
public-spirited,  and  interested  in  all  the  good  enter- 
prises of  his  town. 

MRS.  ZUBA  C.  BORCHERS,  one  of  the 
highly-esteemed  residents  of  Dyberry  township,  is 
a representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of 
Wayne  county  whose  members  have  been  import- 
ant factors  in  its  growth  and  development.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Simeon  Kimble,  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  Indian  Orchard,  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  as  was  also  her  father,  Simeon  Kimble,  Jr., 
who  was  born  in  1804.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Margaret  Bishop,  a native  of  Texas  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Hiram  and  Ann  (Walton)  Bishop, 
Air.  Kimble  died  in  1882,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  In  his  family  were  the  follow  ing 
children:  Maximilla,  now  the  wife  of  George  Will- 
iams, of  Kingston,  Penn. ; Alfred,  a resident  of 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county;  Ann,  wife  of  Chauncey 
Shoemaker,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; John,  who  died  in 
Honesdale,  November  5,  1890,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two  years;  Zuba  C.,  our  subject;  George,  a contrac- 
tor and  builder,  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; William, 
a resident  of  Kane,  McKean  Co.,  Penn. ; Charles,  a 
resident  of  Honesdale;  and  Frank,  a carpenter  of 
Kingston. 

Zuba  C.  Kimble  was  born  August  4.  1S4S.  at 
Indian  Orchard,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  removed 
to  Honesdale.  where  she  remained  until  her  mar- 
riage to  James  Wr.  Borchers,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed in  Dyberry,  by  Rev.  E.  O.  Ward.  Mr.  Bor- 
chers, who  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  was  born 
April  2,  1840.  in  New  York  City,  of  which  place  his 
parents,  Llenry  and  Margaret  (Scofield)  Borchers, 
were  also  natives,  coming  to  Wayne  county.  Penn., 
when  their  son  James  was  ten  years  of  age.  The 
father  died  January  21.  1884,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  the  mother  December  14.  1883,  aged  sixty- 
seven.  Our  subject  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  decease  of  her  husband,  who  passed  away  July 
23,  1891.  He  was  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  Wayne  county,  and  had  many  warm 
friends  who  appreciated  his  sterling  worth. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borchers  were  born  four 
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children,  namely:  Asa  K.,  born  April  25,  1871,  is  | 
now  engaged  in  business  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn.;  j 
Lena  Ai L>orn  June  10,  1S73,  is  the  wife  of  War- 
ren Brown,  of  fanner's  Palis.  Wayne  county;  and  j 
Ada  A.,  born  September  19,  1879,  and  Plarry  L., 
born  April  6,  1883,  live  with  their  mother  in  Dy- 
berry  township.  Mrs.  Borchers  is  a lad}'  of  re- 
finement, who  presides  with  gracious  dignity  over 
her  home,  extending  a warm-hearted  hospitality  to 
her  many  friends. 

GEORGE  AI.  BIDWELL,  a representative 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  belongs  to  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer- 
families  of  the  county,  and  is  also  descended  from 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock. 

Air.  Bidwell's  grandfather,  Ephraim  Bidwell, 
who  valiantly  fought  for  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies,  came  to  Wayne  county  in  1800  and  lo- 
cated in  the  central  part  of  Salem  township,  but 
later  purchased  land  on  what  is  now  known  as  Bid- 
well  Hill,  on  which  place  his  death  occurred.  From 
the  virgin  forest  he  developed  a farm,  and  there 
built  his  cabin  home.  Plis  burial  place,  though  not 
exactly  located,  is  on  the  John  Watson  farm,  near 
Hamiinton,  Penn.  Pie  married  Dora  Andrews,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children : Luther, 
who  made  his  home  in  Salem  township;  Jabez,  who 
died  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
after  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Orin,  an  extensive 
lumberman  of  Salem  township,  now  deceased ; and 
Ashbel,  our  subject’s  father. 

Ashbel  Bidwell,  the  only  one  of  the  family 
born  in  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Salem  town- 
ship December  7,  1S02,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood, with  no  opportunities  of  gaining  an  education, 
as  there  were  no  district  schools  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania at  that  time.  For  many  years  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead,  but  in  1858  sold  the 
place  and  removed  to  Nebraska.  Subsequently  he 
returned  to  Wayne  county  and  bought  a farm  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Salem  township.  He  married 
Polly  Griffin,  a native  of  Connecticut  and  a daugh- 
ter of  William  AI.  Griffin,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  named  children:  Julia,  wife 
of  T.  W.  Conklin,  of  Nebraska:  John  W..  of  Sa- 
lem township : S.  L.,  deceased ; Orlando,  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  George  AI. 

George  AI.  Bidwell,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Salem  township,  August 
21,  1S38,  and' was  reared  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  other  farmer  boys,  attending  school  in  winter 
and  assisting  in  the  farm  work  during  the  summer 
season.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  lie  began 
farming  for  himself  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead, 
and  now.  owns  one  of  the  finest  anti  best  improved 
farms  in  the  township.  He  is  engaged  in  dairying 
quite  extensively  and  keeps  on  hand  for  this  purpose 
eleven  head  of  cattle. 

(An  November  3,  i860.  Air.  Bidwell  wedded 
Aliss  Alary  Ammerman,  who  was  born  in  Wavne 
county,  .April  t8,  1841,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 


j Sally  (La  Bar)  Ammerman,  of  Dutch  descent.  Sev- 
I cn  children  bless  this  union : Alarvin  Sylvester,  born 
| October  1,  1861,  is  a farmer  of  Salem  township; 
j Amy  AI.,  born  August  4,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Walker,  of  the  same  township;  Dora  AL,  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1868,  began  teaching  in  1888,  and  is  now 
employed  in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Hel- 
en L.,  born  July  1,  1874,  is  tbe  wife  of  James  L. 

. Noble,  of  Lake  Ariel,  Penn. ; Floyd  L.,  born  Alarch 
18,  1876,  is  attending  business  college  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn. ; Lulu  B.,  born  August  20,  1878,  is  attend- 
ing school  at  Lake  Ariel ; and  George  E.,  born  De- 
cember 23,  1880,  is  at  home. 

During  the  Civil  war  Air.  Bidwell  manifested 
his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Battery  L,  Second 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  was  under  fire  at  tile- 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  from  that  time  until 
the  close  of  the  war  was  in  all  of  the  engagements 
in  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  took  part.  While 
fighting  in  front  of  Petersburg  he  was  wounded, 
June  17,  1S64,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  later 
to  his  home.  On  his  recovery  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment and  served  in  Virginia  for  some  time  after  the 
war  closed,  being  finally  discharged  February  7, 
1866.  He  has  always  been  a stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily, 
filled  the  offices  of  tax  collector  (for  five  years  1, 
member  of  the  election  board,  school  director  and 
supervisor  of  his  township.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
at  one  time  belonged  to  the  Grange.  In  religious 
connection  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent 
members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  is  serving  as  trustee  and  steward. 

WILLIAAI  BUSH' WALLER,  who  since  1895 
has  made  his  home  in  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  is  well  and  fav- 
orably known  in  Hawley,  Wayne  Co..  Penn.,  where 
he  resided  for  a number  of  years,  and  also  at  Hones- 
dale, where  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were 
passed. 

Air.  Bushwaller’s  parents,  William  and  Han- 
nah (Linkev)  Bushwaller,  were  both  born  in  Ger- 
many. but  came  to  America  in  early  life,  the  father 
when  fifteen  years  old  the  mother,  who  was  born  in 
1848,  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  They  met  and 
were  married  in  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
resided  until  1875,  in  which  year  they  removed  to 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  made  a permanent  home 
there.  Air.  Bushwaller  was  employed  by  the  Erie 
Company  as  foreman  for  a number  of  years,  re- 
tiring from  the  railroad  in  1886,  just  six  months 
before  bis  death,  which  occurred  September  5.  1886, 
when  he  was  forty-six  years  old.  Pie  was  laid  to 
rest  at  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.  In  religious  connection 
Air.  Bushwaller  was-  a member  of  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church.  Airs.  Bushwaller  now  makes  her 
home  in  Honesdale.  They  were  the  parents  of  sev- 
en children,  of  whom  William,  the  eldest,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Wilhelmina  lives  with  her 
mother.  Placket  married  Aliss  Hattie  Bishop,  and 
has  two  children,  Harold  and  Ruth;  he  is  a glass- 
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cuttc-r  ami  lives  at  Philadelphia.  Florence  lives  with 
hit  mother.  Charles  is  employed  in  the  shoe  fac- 
.,,rv  at  Honesdale ; he  lives  with  his  mother;  Eni- 
nia'and  Hannah  are  also  at  home. 

W illiam  Bushwaller  was  born  June  12,  1867, 
at  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  in  his  na- 
me place  and  in  Honesdale,  living  with  his  parents 
up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  came  to 
Hawley  to  work  in  the  factory  of  the  Hawley  Glass 
Co.  Here  he  served  three  years  as  gatherer  and 
live  vears  more  as  apprentice  to  the  trade,  after 
which  he  went  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  with  the  intention  of 
following  the  business  there.  As  the  work  there 
was  not  to  his  liking,  however,  he  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  for  six  months  worked  in  Honesdale 
at  glass  blowing,  subsequently  working  two  years 
at  Newark,  Ohio,  one  year  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
one  year  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  at  the  trade.  In  1895 
lie  located  at  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained, employed  at  his  trade.  Mr.  Bushwaller  is 
a member  of  the  G.  G.  B.  B.  A.  (the  glass  blow- 
ers association)  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  fraternally  he  unites  with  the  Heptasophs,  hold- 
ing membership  in  Conclave  Xo.  117,  at  Scranton. 

On  December  24,  1891,  Mr.  Bushwaller  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Hawley',  by  Rev.  Father 
James  Shandley,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Kearney,  who 
was  born  at  Hawley  February  1,  1867,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  F.  Kearney,  a prominent  citizen 
of  that  place.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children:  William,  born  September  27,  1892, 
and  Christina,  born  April  7,  1894.  Our  subject  in 
political  preference  is  a loyal  Republican. 

CHARLES  A.  MASTERS.  After  a varied 
but  successful  career  the  subject  of  this  sketch  finds 
rest  and  contentment  in  looking  after  his  general 
merchandise  business  at  Gravity,  Wayne  county, 
He  was  born  at  DundalY,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
September  22,  1835,  a son  of  Steven  and  Cornelia 
< Snyder)  Masters,  both  natives  of  Xew  York 
State,  where  they  were  married. 

About  1S30  Steven  Masters  migrated  westward, 
and  settled  in  Susquehanna  county,  where,  as-a  la- 
borer, he  made  a home  for  his  family.  In  politics 
he  was  a determined  Democrat,  and  during  the  war 
of  1812  served  his  country  as  a private  for  six 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  regular  army  and  served  five  years.  He  died 
December  iS.  1865,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventv- 
seven  years,  two  months,  and  sixteen  days,  and  his 
good  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and 
was  buried  in  Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna 
bo.,  Penn.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children : Henry,  who  was  a farmer  and  lumber- 
man in  Salem  township,  married  Mary  Uorum,  and 
clied  August  10,  1S97;  Charles  A.  is  our  subject; 
Joseph  Bloomfield,  a liveryman  at  Elmhurst,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  has  been  twice  married,  first  to 
Sarah  borest,  and  second  to  Lydia  Compton ; Maria 
is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Lafrance,  a farmer  of  Lacka- 
wanna county  ; James  O.,  who  married  Sarah  Hinds, 


is  superintendent  of  breakers  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.  Both  the  father  and  mother  of  tins  fam- 
ily were  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Mas- 
ters had  children  as  follows : Oren,  deceased  ; Elias, 
a • farmer  of  Connecticut ; Steven,  a watchman  at 
Carbondale,  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co. : Ly- 
dia Ann,  now  Mrs.  Stiles,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. 
(Mrs.  Masters  first  married  a Mr.  Madison,  and  by 
this  marriage  had  children  as  follows : George,  last 
heard  of  in  the  army;  (Mary,  who  married  Martin 
Houghtaling,  both  are  now  deceased ; Matilda,  who 
married  Elisha  D.  Wightman,  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Our  subject's  grandfathers  both  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  his  paternal  grandfather  be- 
ing a native  of  France,  his  maternal  grandfather  of 
Germany. 

Charles  A.  Masters  lived  for  a time  at  Hollis- 
terville,  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  then 
for  a year  worked  on  a farm  for  Elder  Ferguson, 
while  the  latter  was  engaged  in  preaching.  Return- 
ing home  for  a few  months,  he  found  employment 
on  the  farm  of  Amasa  Jones,  near  the  present  site 
of  Gravity,  where  tor  a year  and  a half  he  toiled 
at  regular  farm  work.  After  a rest  of  a few  weeks 
he  went  to  Xew  York  State,  where  he  worked  with 
a brother-in-law  on  a schooner  on  the  Hudson  river, 
being  thus  occupied  one  year,  and  the  next  thirteen 
years  he  worked  on  the  old  Gravity  railroad,  run- 
ning cars.  IniSbq  he  enlisted  at  Scranton,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  construction  corps,  Company  B,  First 
Division, going  to  Xashville,  Tenn.,  whence  the  corps 
was  sent  to  Chattanooga  and  other  places,  finally 
being  assigned  to  the  army  under  Gen.  Sherman, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  \\  hen 
peace  had  ben  declared  he  returned  to  Wayne  county, 
and  locating  in  Lake  township  purchased  a sawmill 
and  farm  which  he  operated  for  five  years.  He  then 
came  to  Gravity  and  purchased  the  ‘'Flotel  Fair- 
j view,”  which  he  conducted  with  no  little  success  for 
| five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  built  his 
J present  place  and  rented  it.  A few  years  later  he 
1 purchased  the  stock  of  Midland  & Kipp,  renting 
to  George  Patterson,  to  whom  he  sold  the  stock. 
Besides  his  store  Mr.  Masters  owns  a hotel,  which 
he  rents,  two  fine  farms,  and  several  pieces  of  city 
property.  He  has  dealt  heavily  in  real  estate,  and  at 
j present  is  agent  of  the  Wayne  County  Farmers’ 

[ Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  for  twenty-six  years  was 
agent  for  the  Monroe  County  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
j ance  Co.  He  is  also  a stockholder,  president  and 
| chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Gravity 
j Creamery  Association  (of  which  Mrs.  Masters  is 
| the  secretary),  and  he  is  vice  president  and  appraiser 
[ of  a Building  and  Loan  Co.,  called  the  Pennsylvania 
j Germania  of  Philadelphia,  with  a branch  at  Ariel. 

On  July  26,  1856,  Mr.  Masters  married  Miss 
j Phoebe  Lafrance,  a daughter  of  John  Lafrance,  a 
farmer  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  She  died  October 
| 11,  1875,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  and  was 
j buried  at  Salem.  To  this  union  came  the  following 
j children:  Joseph  E.,  of  Scranton,  a conductor  on  the 
' Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  mar- 
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ried  Belle  Chapman ; Frank  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years ; Arthur  H.,  conductor  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  married  Abbv  Swingle;  Ida  B.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one;  Fannie  J.  is  the  widow  of  \\  i 11- 
iam  Medland,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Allen  B.  is 
a brakeman  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern railroad  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Masters 
was  married  August  6,  1S82,  to  Airs.  Melissa  D. 
(Enslin)  Buckland,  a native  of  South  Canaan  town-  I 
ship.  -Politically  our  subject  is  a strong  Republican, 
and  has  aceptably  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as 
assessor.  Fie  is  well  informed  on  all  the  political 
questions  of  the  day  and  his  advice  has  great  weight 
with  the  party  leaders  ; for  one  year  he  served  on  the 
county  committee.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is 
a member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  and  is  P.  H,.  C.  at 
large.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  their  bountiful  char- 
ity have  aided  many  an  unfortunate  brother  or  sis- 
ter. Mrs.  Masters  is  a P.  H.  C.  at  large,  also  an 
ardent  worker  in  the  cause  of  Prohibition  and  wo- 
man's suffrage,  and  has  done  much  to  aid  these 
causes.  She  believes  that  with  the  suppression  of 
the  sale  of  intoxicants  and  the  ballot  in  the  hands 
of  women  the  home  influence  will  Ire  stronger,  and 
the  grand  motto  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  "For  Cod  and 
Home  and  Native  Land,”  a practical  reality  to 
every  living  'creature. 

Mrs.  Melissa  D.  (Enslin)  Masters  was  born 
in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1842,  a daughter  of  Simon  and  Lydia 
(Shaffer)  Enslin,  natives  of  Wayne  county,  where 
the  father  carried  on  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1891,  when  he  was  aged  seventy  years. 
The  mother  died  in  1880,  aged  sixty  years,  and  the 
remains  of  both  are  buried  in  the  East  cemetery, 
Canaan  township.  Their  children  were:  Elmer, 

a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Levert,  who 
died  young;  G.  Porter,  who  was  killed  in  the  army; 
Melissa  D.  (Mrs.  Masters);  Kate,  who  married 
A.  J.  Robinson,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan ; Simon 
L.,  a farmer,  residing  in  South  Canaan  ; Leah  L., 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Webster,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
millinery  business  in  South  Canaan:  Orpha  C..  wife 
of  Steven  Sutliff,  a farmer  near  Shickshinny.Penn. ; 
John,  a farmer;  and  Frank,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. 
Simon  Enslin,  the  father,  was  a son  of  George  and 
Kate  (Swingle)  Enslin.  Mrs.  Lydia  (Shatter) 
Enslin  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Wagner)  Shaffer. 

Melissa  D.  Enslin  was  first  married  in  1865, 
when  she  became  Mrs.  Dan  C.  Buckland.  and  by  this 
union  she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Daisy, 
who  married  E.  G.  Jacques,  a dealer  in  bonds  for  the 
firm  of  Klcybolte  & Co.,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Buck- 
land  died  Mav  2,  1873,  and  was  buried  in  the  Keens 
burying  ground,  Wayne  county. 

WARD  DEl'EL.  the  efficient  and  popular 
sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  a man  whose 
ability  and  personal  worth  are  widely  recognized, 


and  fewr  men  enjoy  to  such  a degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens.  Flis  stand- 
ing in  commercial  circles  is  of  the  best,  as  he  is  one 
of  the  most  widely  and  favorably  known  business 
men  of  Susquehanna  countv,  while  his  ability  amt 
public  spirit  have  brought  him  into  prominence  as 
one  of  the  trusted  leaders  of  the  Republican  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  Deuel  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  and  on 
the  paternal  side  is  of  German  descent,  while  his 
mother’s  family  was  of  New  England  stock.  Na- 
thaniel Deuel,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  on  coming  to  America  located  at  Owego,  Tioga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  He 
married  a Miss  Catlin.  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
their  children  were  Charles,  Nathaniel  and  Henry. 
Nathaniel  Deuel  died  at  Owego  in  1826,  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty  years,  and  the 
widow'  married  again,-  her  second  husband  being  a 
Air.  White,  by  whom  she  had  several  children.  She 
lived  to  quite  a good  old  age. 

Nathaniel  Deuel,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
wras  born  in  1813  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  during  his 
vouth  learned  all  the  details  of  the  lumber  business 
About  1840  he  came  to  this  section,  locating  at 
Little  Meadows,  Susquehanna  countv,  where  he 
follow'ed  lumbering  for  many  years.  He  was  noted 
for  his  excellent  ability  and  sound  business 
judgment,  and  for  his  unswerving  integrity, 
his  character  winning  universal  respect.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Republican,  but  did  not  aspire 
to  office,  his  business  interests  occupving  all  his 
time.  He  died  in  1S89,  and  his  wife,  Louise  (Bart- 
on), who  was  born  in  1819  at  Little  Meadows,  died 
in  1887.  She  was  a daughter  of  William  and 
Almyra  (Fuller!  Barton,  natives  of  Connecticut  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  at  an  early  day  to  make  their 
permanent  home ; her  father  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy,  and  her  mother  was  eighty  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

Ward  Deuel  was  born  May  6,  1857.  at  the  old 
homestead  at  Little  Meadows,  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv, the  onlv  child  of  Nathaniel  and  Louise  (Barton  ) 
DeuCl.  His  childhood  was  passed  amid  the  pictur- 
esque hills  of  the  region  of  his  birth.  He  attended 
the  neighborhood  schools  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  wrestling  with  the  practical 
side  of  life,  and  was  soon  in  the  midst  of  the  busy 
| scenes  around  the  lumber  districts  in  v'hich  his  fa- 
[ ther  was  interested.  As  the  years  passed  he  gradu- 
! ally  drifted  into  the  business  of  lumbering,  which  in 
main  has  been  the  occupation  of  his  life.  He  is  a 
capable  business  man,  as  is  evidenced  bv  the  success 
with  which  he  has  met.  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
for  years  has  been  an  active  and  influential  worker 
in  the  nartv  in  Susouehanna.  He  has  held  several 
local  offices,  and  in  the  summer  of  1896  he  was  made 
the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for  the  office 
of  sheriff,  being  elected  in  November  following  bv  3 
handsome  majority.  During  the  canvass  prior  to  the 
election  one  of  the  county  papers  thus  referred  to 
his  candidacv : 


' 


■ 
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"Ward  Deuel  is  proving  an  exceedingly  popu- 
lar candidate,  and  he  will  poll  a very  large  vote. 
He  is  an  earnest  Republican,  an  active  party  worker, 
and  is  well  deserving  of  the  united  support  of  his 
• party,  which  he  will  receive.  Air.  Deuel  is  an  en- 
terprising and  successful  business  man,  and  he  will 
enter  the  sheriff’s  office  superbly  equipped  for  the 
proper  administration  of  affairs  pertaining  to  the 
jxisition.”  Air.  Deuel  is  now  nearing  the  close  of 
the  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected.  Pie  has 
performed  the  duties  of  the  position  most  efficiently 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  is  obliging  and  ac- 
commodating, and  has  made  one  of  the  best  sheriffs  ' 
tiie  county  has  ever  had.  Like  most  large  men  he  is 
of  jovial  disposition,  genial  and  whole-souled. 

In  1880  Air.  Deuel  was  married  to  Aliss  Jane 
Stevens,  daughter  of  William  Stevens,  a farmer  of 
Bradford  count)-,  Penn.,  and  to  this  marriage  have 
been  born  children  as  follows : Lena  and  Arthur. 
.Mrs.  Deuel  is  a most  estimable  lady;  she  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  William  Stevens,  her 
father,  was  born  in  1S15  in  Rhode  Island.  Pie  mar- 
ried Sabra  Whittaker,  who  was  born  in  Warren, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  there  in  1864. 

JOSPIUA  PINE.  In  time  to  come  this  vol- 
ume will  acquire  added  value  as  a repository  of 
records  whose  historical  significance  will  then  be 
fully  appreciated,  but  readers  will  doubtless  peruse 
with  special  interest  the  stories  of  gallant  service  in 
that  great  struggle  which  settled  once  for  all  that 
this  nation  is,  in  truth,  "one  and  indivisible.”  One 
of  the  most  interesting  of  these  war  records  is  that 
of  Air.  Pine,  who  was  the  first  volunteer  to  enlist 
1 from  Wayne  county. 

Air.  Pine  was  born  at  Walton,  Delaware  Co., 
•V  Y.,  October  23,  1840,  when  four  years  old  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Hancock,  that  State,  and  in 
‘^53  came  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  Plis  paternal  ancestor  in 
America,  James  Pine,  was  one  of  the  patentees  of 
Hempstead,  Long  Island,  under  the  Duke  of  York, 
m 1645;  John  Pine  was  captain  of  guides  in  charge 
"f  the  secret  service  in  the  Federal  army  during 
'be  British  occupancy  of  New  York.  Luke  Rem- 
-y".  our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  was  a cap- 
, under  Knox  during  the  Revolution. 

After  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  President  Lin- 
Cl>In  called  for  75.000  volunteers  for  three  months 
- to  put  down  the  Rebellion.  Joshua  Pine  bade  his 
parents  and  sister  farewell  and  started  down  the 
Helawarc  on  a raft  of  lumber,  having  determined 
to  enlist  in  the  United  States  navv.  Arriving  in 
H'W  York,  April  17,  1861,  he  offered  his  services 
'be  next  day  as  a common  seaman,  but  having  no 
, previous  training  he  was  not  accepted.  The  next 
'•ay,  while  trying  to  find  a cavalry  companv,  he  saw 
;,u  old  banner,  presented  by  the  ladies  of  New  York 
to  a regiment  after  its  return  from  the  Alexican  ] 
war.  w hich  read,  “Second  Scott  Life  Guard.  Able- 
bodied  men  wanted  for  this  efficient  corps,  officered 
by  men  who  have  seen  service  in  Alexico,  Gen.  J.  II.  1 


H.  Ward  and  others  in  charge;  Lieut.  C.  J.  Aiur- 
phy,  quartermaster  and  acting  adjutant."  After  some 
explanation  he  signed  the  roll,  but  was  not  exam- 
ined and  made  a full-lledged  soldier  until  April 
22,  1861,  becoming  a member  of  the  3Sth  N.  Y.  \ . 

I.  The  regiment  went  into  camp  Alay  14,  at  East 
New  Y’ork,  and  on  June  19,  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington by  Gen.  Dix,  on  the  4th  of  July  was  reviewed 
by  Gen.  Scott  and  President  Lincoln,  and  on  the  5th 
proceeded  to  Alexandria,  where  they  were  brigaded 
with  the  1 1 th  New  York  Zouaves  and  the  First 
Alichigan  Regiment,  Gol.  O.  B.  Wilcox,  acting 
brigadier  and  commander.  On  July  17,  the)-  cap- 
tured F'airfax  Station,  and  later  the)-  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  capturing  the  only  llag 
taken  in  the  Bull  Run  campaign.  With  five  others 
Air.  Pine  was  captured,  August  27,  1S61,  near  Bail- 
ey’s Cross  Roads,  but  he  ran  away  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  Union  lines,  with  one  bullet 
hole  in  his  blouse.  On  Alareh  17,  1862,  the  regi- 
ment was  transported  to  F'ortress  Alonroe,  and  was 
engaged  with  Aiagruder  at  Yorktown,  Alay  4,  being 
the  first  to  place  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the  evacu- 
ated works  of  Fort  Aiagruder.  Later  the  38th  N. 
Y.  V.  1.  made  a successful  charge  at  Williamsburg, 
where  Air.  Pine  received  one  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble wounds  of  the  war  while  trying  to  carry  a wound- 
ed comrade  to  a place  of  safety.  The  ball  entered 
just  under  the  right  ear  and  came  out  one  inch  to 
the  left  of  the  seam  of  the  neck,  cutting  away  the 
whole  of  the  third  cervical  vertebra  and  a part  of 
the  second,  causing  total  paralysis  at  the  time.  A 
friend,  seeing  him  fall,  ran  back  and  straightened 
him  out,  which  undoubtedly  enabled  him  to  recover 
consciousness,  as  his  head  had  been  doubled  under 
him.  When  consciousness  returned  the  Rebels  were 
retreating,  and  a Rebel  officer  kindly  stopped  and 
gave  him  a drink  from  his  canteen,  then  laying  him 
back  in  a more  comfortable  position.  A Rebel  sol- 
dier also  halted  long  enough  to  pick  up  his  gun  and 
inquire  in  Irish  brogue,  "To  what  regiment  does  yees 
belong.”  On  being  answered,  he  exclaimed,  "Ar- 
rah ! the  bloody  38th  New  York."  For  some  time 
the  battle  raged  while  he  lay  between  the  two  fires, 
but  knowing  that  his  only  chance  of  escape  was  to 
get  nearer  the  Union  lines  he  at  length  decided  to 
crawl,  and  with  his  head  resting  on  his  left  hand, 
his  elbows  on  the  ground,  he  started.  At  length  he 
drew  near  enough  to  see  the  right  flank  of  a regi- 
ment, and  by  shouting,  finally  attracted  the  attention 
of  some  of  the  men,  five  or  six  of  whom  ran  to  his 
assistance.  Having  pursuaded  them  that  only  two 
were  necessary,  the  others  returned,  and  lie  was 
taken  to  the  field  hospital  of  his  regiment  and 
there  examined  by  Dr.  Gesner.  who  then  left  him 
and  did  not  return.  Two  of  the  regiment,  who  had 
been  detailed  to  assist  the  doctor,  then  procured  a 
stretcher  and  carried  him  to  a farm  house  three 
miles  distant,  which  had  been  converted  into  a hos- 
pital, but  as  it  was  full  they  were  ordered  to  leave 
him  outside.  Several  unpleasant  hours  elapsed  be- 
fore he  was  discovered  by  some  men,  and  when 
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again  carried  into  the  hospital  the  doctor  remarked, 
"Ah,  I had  forgotten  about  him.”  He  was  finally 
discharged,  and  returned  home  September  13,  1862. 

For  twenty-seven  years  Mr.  Fine  was  a site-  j 
cessful  steersman  on  the  Delaware  river,  having  on 
one  occasion  run  a large  five-handed  raft  from  a 
point  above  Bclvidere  bridge  to  Trenton,  sixty-sev- 
en miles,  without  using  the  forward  oars.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  suffering  from  paralysis  caused  by  his 
wound,  which  incapacitates  him  for  any  work.  He 
was  married,  April  16.  1864,  to  Miss  Anna  A. 
Sherwood,  daughter  of  Xathan  Sherwood,  and  step- 
daughter of  Thomas  Tyner.  Since  1872  he  has  : 
been  a faithful  member  of  the.  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  his  life  has  been  in  harmony  with 
its  teachings.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  until 
1876,  when  he  joined  the  Prohibition  party,  and  has  j 
since  been  one  of  its  most  active  and  prominent 
workers,  being  chairman  of  the  organization  in  ! 
Wayne  county.  A man  of  strong  individuality  and  j 
indubitable  probity,  whose  influence  is  always  found  i 
on  the  side  of  right,  this  honored  veteran  of  our 
Civil  war  assuredly  demands  representation  in  this 
volume. 

J.  H.  BECKER.  To  the  student  of  human 
nature  there  is  nothing  of  greater  interest  than  to 
examine  into  the  life  of  a self-made  man  and  analyze 
the  principles  he  has  followed,  the  methods  he  lias 
pursued : to  know  what  means  he  has  employed  for 
advancement  and  to  study  the  plans  which  have 
given  him  prominence,  enabling  him  to  pass  on  the 
highway  of  life  many  who  had  a more  advanta- 
geous start.  In  the  history  of  Mr.  Becker,  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  there  is  deep  food 
for  thought,  and  if  one  so  desires  he  may  profit  by 
the  obvious  lessons  therein  contained. 

Mr.  Becker’s  parents,  Henry  and  Catharine 
(Shaffer)  Becker,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Scho- 
harie county,  X.  Y.  Their  children  were  Maria, 
who  married  Freegift  Martin,  of  North  Blenheim, 
N.Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years;  Ann. 
who  resided  in  Binghamton.  X.  Y.,  died  in  1891  ; 
David,  who  died  in  Delhi.  X.  Y..  January  4,  1894: 
Frederick,  a resident  of  Rondout.  X.  Y. : Rebecca,  j 
deceased  wife  of  Charles  J.  E.  Martin,  of  Granville,  j 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; J.  H..  of  this  sketch  ; Lana, 
widow  of  William  Shaw,  of  Delhi.  X.  Y. : Julia, 
wife  of  B.  R.  Johnson,  of  Binghamton.  X.  Y. ; and 
Eugenie,  wife  of  Benjamin  Miles,  who  died  at 
Utica,  X.  Y.,  January  9.  moo. 

T.  FT.  Becker  was  born  in  Xorth  Blenheim. 
Schoharie  Co..  X.  Y..  January  21.  1828,  and  at  the  j 
age  of  twenty  years  went  to  Andes,  Delaware  Co..  I 
X.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  fol-  j 
lowing  same  for  six  years.  In  1185°  he  came  to 
Lcdgcdale,  Wayne  Co..  Penn.,  and  was  made  over- 
seer for  a tannery  company,  where  he  was  employed 
until  1894,  having  the  entire  confidence  and  rcsnect  j 
of  the  company,  whose  interests  he  most  faithfully  j 
served.  FTe  then  purchased  the  property,  consist- 
ing of  638  9-10  acres  of  land,  a gristmill,  store  1 


building,  dwelling  houses,  etc.,  the  tannery  buildii..- 
having  burned  a short  time  before  he  bought  t!  • 
place.  He  is  now  successfully  carrying  on  opera- 
tions here,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
enterprising,  progressive  and  reliable  business  men 
of  Wayne  county.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  as  a citizen  he  ever  stands  ready  to  dis- 
charge every  duty  devolving  upon  him.  Few  men 
are  better  known  throughout  the  community,  or 
are  more  honored  for  their  sterling  worth. 

In  Paupac,  Puce  Co.,  Penn.,  September  28. 
1S52,  Mr.  Becker  was  married,  by  Rev.  Cooper,  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  Miss  Esther  A. 
Davis,  who  was  born  April  19,  1835.  Fler  father, 
Philip  Davis,  was  a native  of  Stockport,  X’.  Y..  a 
son  of  Gabriel  and  Mary  (Acres)  Davis,  and  when 
a young  man  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.  He 
married  Delilah  Sutton,  also  a native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  a daughter  of  X'athaniel  Sutton,  and  the 
children  born  of  this  union  were  as  follows : Eliza- 

beth, widow  of  Ephraim  Bidwell,  and  a resident  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county ; Gabriel,  who  died 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion;  Matilda,  deceased  wife 
of  Benjamin  Beech,  of  Salem  township;  Esther  A., 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Ruth,  wife  of  S.  Sheridan, 
of  Paupac,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  Alice,  wife  of 
John  Pellet,  of  Gainesville.  Florida. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker  has  been  born  a fam- 
ily of  eight  children:  Julia,  born  July  24,  1853. 

died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; Alice,  born  August 
20.  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Roseberry.  of  South 
Dakota;  Catherine,  born  September  29,  1858.  is 
the  wife  of  G.  F.  Rollison,  of  Scranton.  Penn. : 
Delilah,  born  May  1.  i860,  is  tne  wife  of  A.  L. 
Finley,  of  Arlington.  Penn. ; Grace,  born  April  2, 
1863.  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Cooke,  of  McKean  coun- 
ty,  Penn.;  Henry,  born  May  1,  1865,  is  employed  by 
the  Delaware  & Pludson  Co.,  at  Carbondale,  Penn. : 
Arthur,  born  September  10.  1868,  is  at  home  with 
his  father:  and  Alary  E.,  born  December  14,  1873. 
is  the  wife  of  J.  AI.  Fields,  of  Olean,  Xew  York. 

BEXJAAIIX  S.  VAX  IXWEGEX  ( deceased  1 
was  a prominent  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Westfall 
township.  Pike  county,  where  he  died  in  September. 
1888.  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
i !e  was  born  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  September 
24.  1S43.  a srai  of  Solomon  and  Charity  (Van 
Inwegen  ) Van  Inwegcn,  in  whose  family  were  only 
two  children,  the  ether  being  John  AI..  who  mar- 
ried Lizzie  Damon  and  removed  to  Boston.  Alas-., 
since  which  time  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him. 

Hermann  vs  Yan  Inwegen.  the  maternal  great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America.  His  name  was  given  in  con- 
nection with  his  marriage  in  the  old  Dutch  records 
of  Kingston  Church  (Kingston,  X.  Y.)  as  Hcr>>- 
mandus  Barentsen.  lie  was  born  in  Xymwegen. 
Province  of  Gelderlatid.  Holland,  and  was  married 
at  Kingston.  X.  Y..  January  19.  1701.  to  Jannetje 
Cobes.  The  surname  Barentsen  indicates  that  the 
father  of  Flermannus  or  Ileromandus  was  Barent.the 
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Van  Nynnvegen  being  added  to  denote  the  place  of 
bis  nativity.  In  course  of  time  his  descendants 
dropped  the  “X,”  and  for  over  a century  the  name 
lias  been  spelled  Van  Imvegen.  His  only  son,  Ger- 
ardus, born  in  the  present  town  of  Decrpark, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  married,  in  1731,  Jannetje  De- 
witt. Their  children  were  Hermanns,  Jacob,  Cor- 
nelius, Jacob  (2),  Janneke,  Grietje  and  Tjaade. 

1 1 is  veungest  son,  Ben  jamin  Van  Imvegen,  was 
married,  October  21,  1S10,  to  Miss  Charily  Cole, 
and  after  her  death  wedded  Phoebe  Van  Auken. 
Ilv  the  first  marriage  he  had  three  sons : Lewis, 

who  married  Priscilla  Van  Etten ; George,  who 
married  Julia  Seward:  and  Eli,  who  married  Maria 
Bull.  The  children  of  the  second  union  were 
Charitv,  mother  of  our  subject;  Joseph:  Samuel 
Y. : Solonlon  Y. ; Anna  M.,  a resident  of  Mata- 
moras.  Pike  county:  Hannah,  wife  of  \Y.  W.  Cort- 
light,  of  the  same  place;  Andrew  J. ; and  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Luke  S.  Rosencrance,  of  Port 
Jervis. 

John  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Fleet)  Van  Imvegen, 
our  subject's  paternal  grandparents,  were  both  of 
Holland  descent  and  died  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  namely:  Maria, 
Sally,  Senetha,  Jacobus.  Martin,  and  Solomon,  the  i 
father  of  our  suoject. 

Benjamin  S.  Van  Inwegen  early  became  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist,  and  throughout  life  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  good  success.  In  1856  he  removed  to  the 
present  home  of  the  family  in  Westfall  township. 
Pike  county,  comprising  160  acres  of  valuable  land, 
100  acres  of  which  is  timberland.  Mr.  Van  Inwe-  j 
gen  was  an  enterprising  and  progressive  man, 
thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  respect,  and  was  j 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  measures  which  he  be-  ; 
lieved  calculated  to' promote  the  moral,  educational 
or  material  welfare  of  his  township  or  county.  He 
was  a well-informed  man,  of  literary  tastes,  and  1 
was  president  of  the  school  board  at  the  time  of 
the  erection  of  the  school  house  at  Matamoras.  i 
He  also  filled  the  offices  of  assessor  and  collector  1 
of  his  township,  and  his  public  and  private  life  were 
alike  above  reproach.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  always  kept  well  posted  on  the  leading 
questions  and  issues  of  the  dav. 

■ In  Oransre  county.  X.  Y.,  one  mile  from  Port 
Jervis,  Mr.  Van  Inwegen  was  married,  in  March, 
1868,  to  Miss  Cyntnia  Westfall,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children.  Louis  S.,  a prominent  and  en- 
ergetic young  man,  now  operates  the  old  home  j 
farm.  The  others  are  all  deceased : John  at  the  age  ! 
of  one  year:  Mae  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Simon  i 
at  the  age  of  eight  months:  and  Benjamin  R.  when 
young. 

Mrs.  \ an  Inwegen  is  a native  of  ( )range  coun- 
ty. X.  Y..  where  her  parents,  Simon  and  Margaret 
( Van  Etten  ) Westfall,  spent  their  entire  lives  as  j 
farming  people.  The  father,  who  was  a man  of  J 
prominence  and  held  several  minor  offices,  died  in 
1881,  agetl  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  in  1887,  ' 


aged  seventy-eight,  and  both  were  buried  in  Laurel 
Grove  cemetery,  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.  Their  children 
were  as  follows : Benjamin,  deceased,  married 
Sarah  Schwartz ; Catherine  died  unmarried ; John 
Y.  married  Poceia  Ellis,  and  is  a farmer  of  Barton, 
X'.  Y. ; Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Westbrook,  a 
farmer  of  Sussex  county,  X.  J. ; Cynthia  is  now 
Mrs.  \ an  Inwegen : Levi  is  single,  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Orange  county : Josephine  is 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Xearpass.  editor  of  the  Gazette 
Publishing  Company,  of  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y. ; and 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  J.  S:  Murray,  telegraph 
operator  at  Port  Jervis.  Mrs.  Yan  Inwegen's 
.paternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin  and  Cynthia 
( Gaman)  Westfall. 

JOHX  McFARLAXD,  a retired  contractor, 
who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  carpen- 
ters and  builders  of  this  section  of  the  State,  now 
makes  his  home  in  Jefferson  township.  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  about  300  feet  from  the  Wayne  county 
line.  Lie  is  a native  of  the  latter  county,  born  Julv 
15,  1S2S,  at  Hawley,  which  at  that  time  was  called 
Paupac  Eddy,  the  only  child  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Atkinson)  McFarland,  the  former  a native  of 
Maine,  the  latter  of  Hawley,  Penn.  His  mother 
died  August'  30,  1828,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty 
years.  The  father,  who  was  a lumberman  by  occu- 
pation, came  to  Wayne  county  about  1826,  and 
located  at  the  present  site  of  Hawley,  where  he 
operated  a sawmill.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Catherine  Ammerman,  bv 
whom  he  had  four  children:  Theressa,  who  died 

unmarried;  Milton,  who  was  married  three  times, 
and  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Maria,  who  is  also 
a resident  of  Scranton;  and  Frank,  foreman  in  the 
car  shops  at  that  place.  The  father  died  in  1872, 
aged  sixty-six  years.  His  father,  Thomas  McFar- 
land, a native  of  Scotland,  came  to  America  at  an 
early  day,  and  died  in  Maine. 

As  his  mother  died  during  ltis  infancy,  John 
McFarland  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Atkinson,  at  Hawley,  and  with  him  re- 
mained until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  he  attended  school  and  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  and  rafting  on  the  river.  The 
following  six  years  were  devoted  to  lumbering  at 
Promised  Land,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  he  then  locat- 
ed in  the  Paupac  settlement  of  the  same  county, 
where  for  three  years  he  operated  a sawmill  which 
he  rented  from  a Mr.  Kimble.  He  worked  for  his 
father-in-law  in  Salem  township.  Wayne  countv, 
for  two  t ears,  and  spent  fourteen  years  at  Xo.  17. 
on  tiie  old  Gravity  railroad.  For  two  vears  lie  en- 
gaged in  carpentering  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.  at  Dunmorc.  Penn.,  was  similarlv  emplovcd  at 
Xo.  12  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  in  1S78 
removed  to  his  present  elegant  home.  To  contract- 
ing and  building  he  continued  to  devote  li is  ener- 
gies until  he  laid  aside  business  cares.  He  is  one 
of  the  honored  and  highlv-respeetcd  citizens  of  the 
community,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a 
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number  of  local  offices.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  drafted,  hut  sent  a substitute.  Politically  he 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  socially  he  has  been  a 
Master  Mason  since  iSOi,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  in  Honesdale. 

At  Salem  Corners,  July  4,  1850,  Air.  McFar- 
land was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Will-  j 
iams,  who  was  born  August  31,  1831,  and  died 
February  10,  1857.  Four  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Daniel  \\  .,  born  April  24,  1851,  died 

November  3,  1852;  Elizabeth,  born  May  15,  1852,- 
died  February  21,  1853;  Alice,  born  January  7, 
1854,  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  G.  Stevens,  a merchant 
of  Scranton,  l’enn. ; and  Fanny,  born  September 
25,  1855,  died  January  11,  1856. 

Mr.  McFarland  was  again  married,  November 
3,  1858,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Sarahett  Mitchell,  who 
was  born  on  the  old  Mitchell  homestead  in  that 
township  November  10  1834.  The  following  ehil-  | 
dren  blessed  this  union:  Daniel  D.,  born  May  2, 

i860,  married  Elsie  Barry,  and  is  engaged  in  car- 
pentering in  Scranton,  Penn;  Fred,  born  March  15, 
1862,  died  February  16,  1865;  May,  born  Novem- 
ber 1,  1864,  died  November  23,  1882;  Freddie,  born 
October  7,  1867,  died  December  3,  186S;  Harry, 
born  March  10,  1869,  died  April  29,  1870;  John 
F.,  born  July  6,  1872,  married  Miss  Ella  Philips, 
of  Hawley,  and  is  a resident  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  countv;  and  Coe,  born  October  5,  1874, 
married  Miss  Jessie  Mitchell,  of  -Kingman,  Kans., 
and  now  resides  with  his  parents. 

John  P.  Mitchell.  Mrs.  McFarland’s  father, 
was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  July  2.  1809, 
a son  of  Michael  and  Lucy  (Munson)  -Mitchell, 
natives  of  Connecticut  who  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  in  1814,  and  located  in  Salem  township.  His 
grandfather,  Michael  Mitchell.  Sr.,  was  born  in  , 
England,  and  on  his  emigration  to  America  located 
in  Connecticut.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British,  and  starved  to  | 
death  in  a barn.  Michael  Mitchell,  Jr.,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman,  died  January  26,  1855,  aged 
eight}'  years,  his  wife  February  3,  1867,  aged  ninety- 
one  years  and  seven  months. 

John  P.  Mitchell  also  followed  the  occupations 
of  farming  and  lumbering  quite  extensively,  operat- 
ing sawmills  for  many  years,  and  was  supposed  to 
have  been  very  wealthy,  but  when  the  estate  was 
'settled  up  after  his  death  very  little  remained.  He 
was  a very  polished  gentleman  and  quite  promi- 
nent botli  in  social  and  business  life,  enjoying  the  j 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  held  1 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
was  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was  j 
honored  with  a number  of  township  offices. 

In  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Mit- 
chell was  married,  February  13,  1831.  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Long,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
December  31.  1811.  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Bar- 
bara Long,  of  Pennsylvania.  By  this  union  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  the  following  children:  Lucy  A.,  born 


August  26,  1832,  married  Hugh  Lancaster,  who 
engaged  in  farming  and  conducted  a stick  facturv 
in  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  and  she  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1892;  Sarahett,  born  November  10,  1834, 
is  the  wife  of  John  McFarland,  of  this  sketch ; 
Angeline,  born  March  20,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  San- 
ford Williams,  a carpenter  of  Hamilton,  Wayne 
county;  Eugene  B.,  born  June  27,  1839,  is  unmar- 
ried and  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn.;  Salmon  P., 
born  March  29,  1841,  married  first  Miranda  Davis 
and  after  her  death  Jerusha  Waite,  and  is  engaged 
in  carpentering  'in  Olyphant,  Penn.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  May  9,  1841,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Hollisterville  cemetery. 

On  April  11,  1842,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Frances 
Williams,  who  died  August  8,  1862.  at  the  age  of 
forty-one  years  and  nine  months.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely : Mary  E.,  born  De- 

cember 23,  1843,  married  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens,  and 
both  are  now  deceased;  George,  born  July  24,  1845, 
is  unmarried,  and  is  now  serving  as  postmaster  of 
Hollisterville;  Uriah  W.,  born  August  30,  1849, 
married  Emma  Kootzer,  and  is  a sawyer  of 
Ricketts,  Penn.;  Nancy,  born  June  29,  1852,  died 
January  27^  1857;  Charles  D.,  born  September  7, 
1856,  married  Nellie  Turner,  and  is  a farmer  and 
lumberman,  residing  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Sa- 
lem township;  Hewett,  born  April.  2,  i860,  mar- 
ried Anna  Walters,  and  is  a merchant  of  Forest 
City,  Penn. ; Washington,  born  June  12,  1862,  died 
July  31,  1862. 

On  September  8,  1863,  Air.  Mitchell  married 
Airs.  Lucy  A.  Englert,  who  died  September  18, 
1892,  aged  seventy-one  years,  seven  months  and 
eighteen  days.  He  died  Alarch  5,  1896,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  both  were 
buried  in  the  Hollisterville  cemetery. 

PROF.  FRANKLIN  KOHLER,  principal  of 
the  Polytechnic  Institute,  at  Gilberts,  Penn.,  is  one  of 
the  bright  young  men  of  whom  Alonroe  county  is 
proud.  As  an  educator  he  ranks  among  the  best  of 
the  State,  as  a citizen  he  is  progressive  and  most 
highly  respected.  Though  young  in  years,  he  has 
accumulated  a large  fund  of  practical  knowledge 
and  wisdom,  and  in  his  chosen  Occupation  as  teach- 
er he  is  giving  to  the  public  the  benefit  of  a finished 
education. 

Six  generations  back  the  original  ancestor  of 
the  Kohler  family  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Bethlehem,  Penn.  The  family  increased  in 
numbers  and  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  o: 
Bethlehem,  gradually  spreading  to  other  counties. 

Charles  Kohler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Allen  township,  Northampton  Co..  Penn.. 
August  27.  1827.  and  remained  on  his  father's  farm 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  an  ap- 
prenticeship as  shoemaker  with  Solomon  Crock, 
lie  worked  at  his  trade  with  Air.  Crock  until  his 
marriage,  April  8,  1848.  to  Miss  Anna  Elizabeth 
Werkhciscr,  who  was  horn  Aiay  8,  1S2S,  daughter 
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( i Charles  Werkheiser,  of  Plainfield  township, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  Their  marriage  was 
Messed  with  the  following  children:  James,  born 
April  15.  1849;  Diana,  December  26,  1850  (died 
iSy8) ; Louisa,  August  16,  1S52;  Peter,  May  8, 
1S54;  Harrison,  July  13,  1856:  John.  January  6, 
1S59;  Sarah,  January  3,  1861;  Eliza  Jane,  August 
2O,  1863  (died  1877)  ; Emma  Augusta,  September 
3,  1865  (died  1877)  ; Charles.  July  19.  1867; 
George,  August  3,  1869  (died  1875)  ; and  Franklin 
(subject  of  this  sketch),  December  26,  1871. 

In  the  autumn  of  1849  Charles  Iv'hler  moved 
to  Brodheadsville.  Here  he  followed  his  trade,  and 
also  cleared  a tract  of  new  land,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased. In  1S62  he  bought  a farm  in  Ross  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  the  same  year  took  pos- 
session. He  has  since  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
farming.  'In  physique  he  is  robust,  and  liis  health 
has  always  been  excellent.  Pie  has  held  various 
offices  in  the  township,  including  those  of  con- 
stable and  tax  collector,  has  always  been  a promoter 
of  education,  and  possesses  sonic  rare  historical  lore. 
He  has  also  devoted  much  of  his'  time  to  Biblical 
study. 

Franklin  Kohler,  the  youngest  son,  our  sub- 
ject, remained  on  the  home  farm,  assisting  in  the 
farm  work  and  attending  the  public  schools,  until 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  then  attended  one 
term  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute.  For  four  years 
he  taught  school  in  winter  and  attended  the  insti- 
tute in  summer,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  elected  Principal  of  the  Institute,  a fine  tribute 
to  his  scholarship  and  to  his  ability  as  a teacher. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  principal  of  the 
Hudsondale  Schools,  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  and 
after  a successful  career  of  three  years  there  re- 
turned, in  1801,  to  the  principalship  of  the  Poly- 
technic Institute,  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  since 
very  ably  conducted. 

Prof.  Kchler  was  married,  September  29,  1893, 
at  Gilberts.  Penn.,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Beer,  a native  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  daughter 
of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Green)  Beer,  grand- 
daughter of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Shook)  Beer, 
and  great-granddaughter  of  Isaac  Beer,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Carbon  countv,  and  by  occupa- 
tion a cooper  and  manufacturer  of  shingles.  Solo- 
mon Beer,  the  latter's  son,  was  born  in  1814,  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  manufacture  of  shingles 
in  Carbon  county.  He  died  in  1890.  Plis  wife,  Eliz- 
abeth (Shook),  died  in  1849,  aged  thirty-five 
vears,  and  was  buried  at  Jerusalem  Church.  Car- 
bon county.  The  children  of  Solomon  and  Eliza- 
beth Beer  were  as  follows:  Marv  A.,  who  married 
Will  iam  Moyer,  and  is  now  deceased ; Joel,  who 
married  Catherine  Kiber.  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Philip,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kohler:  Linter,  who  mar- 
ried Julia  Ann  Smith;  Peter,  who  married  E. 
Moyer;  Christiana,  who  married  Simon  Reimmcr,  of 
Perrysville,  Penn. : Jacob,  who  married  Amelia 
Jones,  and  resides  at  Kresgeville:  Susannah,  who 
died  voting:  Hiram,  a resident  of  Lehigh  countv; 
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and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Moyer,  of  Perrysville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Philip  Beer  was  born  in  Carbon  county,  Penn., 
December  26,  1836.  At  the  age  of  nine. years  he 
was  put  out  among  the  farmers,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  began  to  work  in  the  woods.  Three 
years  later  he  began  a two-years’  apprenticeship  as 
a blacksmith,  with  James  Seigenfuse,  of  Millport, 
Penn.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for  six  months  at 
Cherry ville,  Penn.,  for  three  years  at  Little  Gap, 
and  for  eighteen  months  at  Pine  Swamp.  The 
country  in  the  spring  of  1861  was  calling  for  volun- 
teers to  suppress  the  Rebellion,  and  the  sturdy  young 
blacksmith  enlisted  in 'the  First  Rifle  Company,  P. 
V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Dennis  McGee.  His  career  was 
thrilling  and  glorious.  The  company  in  1862  be- 
came Company  F,  190th  P.  V.  I.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862,  Mr.  Beer 
was  shot  in  the  left  forearm.  The  bone  was  shat- 
tered, and  for  fourteen  months  he  lay  in  the  hospital 
at  Fort  Schuyler,  NT.  Y.  He  rejoined  his  companv 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  was  there  wounded 
through  the  left  shoulder,  being  again  laid  up  tor 
four  months.  Joining  his  regiment  at  City  Point, 
he  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
During  the  last  winter  with  his  company  he  was 
stricken  with  "blindness,  an  affliction  from  which  he 
still  suffers.  He  was  discharged  at  Ogden  Heights, 
and  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.  Mr.  Beer 
is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics 
he  is  a Republican.  He  married  Elizabeth  Green, 
at  Whitehaven,  Penn.,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Ada  M.,  who  died  young.  Mr.  Beer  has  been 
engaged  in  general  farming  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
Monroe  county.  He  is  a member  of  Sciota  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  a prominent  citizen  of  Monroe 
county. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Prof.  Kchler 
and  wife : Raymond  A.  and  LeRoy  J.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  poli- 
tics Prof.  Kohler  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member 
| 'of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  and  is  highly  interested  in 
educational  matters.  He  is  self-made,  and  his  car- 
eer at  Polytechnic  Institute  has  been  eminently 
successful.  I11  1897  Mr.  Kohler  very  successfully 
passed  the  examination  of  the  State  Board  for  a 
Practical  Teacher's  State  Certificate,  at  the  Key- 
stone State  Normal  School,  Kutztown.  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Polytechnic  Institute  was  founded  at  Gil- 
berts (sometimes  called  Pleasant  Valley),  Monroe 
Co..  Penn.,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  i8Sd.  In  point 
of  sublime  and  enchanting  surroundings,  healthful- 
ness, general  good  morality,  and  quietness  for  pur- 
pose of  study,  its  location  is  equalled  by  few  insti- 
tutions in  this  State,  and  surpassed  by  none;  and 
although  it  does  not  possess  all  the  superior  ad- 
vantages. it  is  easily  reached  from  all  directions  bv 
stage  and  telephone. 

The  Institution  has  created  a widespread  influ- 
ence in  the  line  of  education;  it  has  set  to  thinking 
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and  studying  both  young  and  old.  so  that  all  arc  i 
striving  to  develop  in  the  arts  that  embellish  life, 
thus  making  a sojourn  in  their  midst  profitable  and 
delightful.  But  the  school  rests  its  claim  mainly  on 
the  superior  internal  advantages  it  presents,  such  as 
extensive  campus,  excellent  furniture,  and  thorough 
training  on  limited  means.  The  Course  of  Study 
is  especially  adapted,  ( i ) to  teachers  who  desire 
to  become  thoroughly  fitted  and  equipped  in  the 
science  and  arts  of  teaching;  (2)  to  young  men  and 
women  who  desire  to  prepare  for  actual  business 
vocations;  and  (3)  to  those  desiring  to  prepare  for 
college.  A constant  effort  is  earnestly  made  to  de- 
velop a good  moral  and  Christian  character,  which 
may  safely  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  and 
essential  qualification  for  success  in  any  sphere  of 
labor.  During  the  first  few  years,  many  students 
from  our  surrounding  towns  and  cities  have  been 
attending  this  Institution ; some  of  them  have  at- 
tended it  during  three  consecutive  years,  and  have 
again  made  application  to  enter  the  spring  and 
summer  terms.  By  their  testimonials  of  the  Insti- 
tution we  can  readily  foresee  the  advantages  this 
Institution  presents  over  those  situated  in  large 
cities  and  towns,  offering  similar  courses. 

The  Academic  Course  is  as  follows : 

Junior  Year. — Reading,  Theory  of  Penmanship, 
Orthography,  English  Grammar,  Composition. 
Drawing,  Arithmetic,  Methods  of  Teaching,  Morals 
and  Manners,  Political  Geography,  Book-keeping 
Vocal  Music,  Algebra  (begun),  Physical  Geog- 
raphy, Latin  ( begun  ) . 

Middle  Year.— Elocution.  Etymology,  English 
Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Physical  Geography,  Algebra 
(completed).  Civics.  Latin  Grammar  and  Reader 
(completed),  Caesar.  Natural  Philosophy  (optional), 
Geometrv  (begun),  Drawing,  Physical  Culture, 
Natural  History,  Pedagogics,  Botany  (optional). 

Senior  Year. — Elocution,  Rhetoric  (complet- 
ed), Logic,  General  History,  Geometry  (complet- 
ed), Botanv,  Virgil's  FExeid,  Cicero's  Orations 
(five),  Elements  of  Chemistry,  Anabasis,  German, 
Literature,  Psychology.  Geology,  Mythology. 

Course  in  English  Literature. — In  addition  to 
the  prescribed  branches  for  the  different  academic 
years,  a course  in  English  Literature  is  necessary  for 
entrance  in  college  or  for  completing  the  acadamic 
course.  The  following  books  were  read  during 
189S-99:  “The  Sir  Roger  de  Covcrly  Papers."  in 
the  "Spectator;"  Goldsmith's  "Vicar  of  Wakefield: 
Coleridge’s  "Ancient  Mariner;"  Carlyle's  "Essay  on 
Burns;"  Lowell's  "Vision  of  Sir  Launfal Haw- 
thorne's "House  of  the  Seven  Gables:"  Shakes- 
peare's “Macbeth;"  Tennvson's  "The  Princess;" 
Burke's  "Speech  on  Conciliation  with  America:" 
Longfellow's  "Evangeline." 

The  Faculty  now  consists  of  four  professors 
and  one  musical  instructor.  When  Prof.  Iv  hler 
assumed  charge  there  were  but  thirteen  students, 
and  the  attendance  is  now  1 1 5.  The  school  year  is 
divided  into  four  terms,  and  the  tuition  is  $8  per 
term. 


FRANK  MANG  is  well  known  in  Texas 
township,  Wayne  county,  as  a prosperous  farmer 
and  popular  hotel-keeper,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
thriftiest  and  most  energetic  men  in  this  locality. 
He  was  born  August  26,  1854.  in  New  York  Citv, 
and  comes  of  good  German  parentage,  his  father 
and  mother,  John  and  Christina  (Dilger)  Mang, 
having  been  born  in  the  Fatherland,  whence  they 
came  to  this  country  before  their  marriage. 

Tolm  Mang  was  given  a good  education  in  the 
countrv  of  his  birth,  and  in  1845  he  came  to  the 
United"  States,  landing  in  New  York  City,  where  lie 
was  subsequentlv  married.  Mr.  Mang  worked  at 
his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  while  in  New  York, 
and  he  first  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1851, 
in  which  year  he  made  a purchase  of  farm  land  in 
Texas  township,  near  the  town  of  Honesdale.  He 
put  up  a house  on  the  property,  and  made  several 
other  improvements,  after  which  he  rented  the  place 
to  a Mr.  Frank,  and  returned  to  New  \ork  City, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade  until  1854, 

I when  he  decided  to  stftle  on  his  land.  He  bought 
more  land  adjoining  his  first  investment,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivation  suc- 
ceeded in  converting  the  place  into  a valuable,  arable 
tract,  putting  tbe  greater  part  of  it  under  the  plow 
during  the  twenty-four  years  of  his  residence  there. 
His  health  having  failed,  however,  he  returned  in 
1874  to  his  native  land,  where  he  passed  away  in 
March,  that  year.  Mrs.  Mang  continued  to  make 
her  home  on  the  old  farm  with  her  only  child,  our 
subject,  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber, 1S95.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  Dilger,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Ger- 
many. and  in  1847  the  father  came  to  America,  for 
the  first  three  vears  after  his  arrival  living  in  New 
York  Citv.  He  then  removed  to  Texas  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mang 
settled  there  made  his  home  with  them  until  his  de- 
cease. Pie  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Philip,  Kate,  Elizabeth,  Frank.  Mary,  Adam. 
Christina.  Barbara,  Joseph  and  Katie,  of  whom  the 
three  first  mentioned  died  in  Germany.  Frank  died 
in  New  York  City.  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick A.  Edle.  who  went  to  California  in  1S58,  dur- 
ing the  gold  fever,  grew  rich,  and  finally  returned 
to  his  native  home  in  German}',  thence  removing  to 
i Switzerland,  where  they  now  reside.  Adam  mar- 
j ried  and  died  in  New  York  City.  Barbara  mar- 
! ried  Fred  Trinks,  of  New  York  Citv,  and  has  a 
I family  of  seven  children — Fred.  John.  Christian, 
j Joseph.  Barbara.  Katie  and  Philip.  Joseph  Dilger 
came  from  Germany  to  New  York  Citv  in  1847.  and 
there  remained  until  1851.  when  he  located  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.  He  subsequently  went  West 
to  V isconsin.  and  in  i86[,  at  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teers. lie  enlisted  as  a member  of  Company  E.  3rd 
\\  is.  Y.  I.,  and  served  under  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Armv  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  continued  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  receiving  his  final  dis- 
charge in  1S65,  after  Lee's  surrender,  and  was 
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and  studying  both  young  and  old.  so  that  all  are  i 
striving  to  develop  in  the  arts  that  embellish  life, 
thus  making  a sojourn  in  their  midst  profitable  ami 
delightful.  But  the  school  rests  its  claim  mainly  on 
the  superior  internal  advantages  it  presents,  such  as 
extensive  campus,  excellent  furniture,  and  thorough 
training  on  limited  means.  The  Course  of  Study 
is  especially  adapted,  ( i ) to  teachers  who  desire 
to  become  thoroughly  fitted  and  equipped  in  the 
science  and  arts  of  teaching ; (2)  to  young  men  and 
women  who  desire  to  prepare  for  actual  business  I 
vocations;  and  (3)  to  those  desiring  to  prepare  for 
college.  A constant  effort  is  earnestly  made  to  de- 
velop a good  moral  and  Christian  character,  which 
may  safely  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  and 
essential  qualification  for  success  in  any  sphere  of 
labor.  During  the  first  few  years,  many  students 
from  our  surrounding  towns  and  cities  have  been 
attending  this  Institution : some  of  them  have  at- 
tended it  during  three  consecutive  years,  and  have 
again  made  application  to  enter  the  spring  and 
summer  terms.  By  their  testimonials  of  the  Insti- 
tution we  can  readily  foresee  the  advantages  this 
Institution  presents  over  those  situated  in  large 
cities  and  towns,  offering  similar  courses. 

The  Academic  Course  is  as  follows : 

Junior  Year. — Reading,  Theory  of  Penmanship, 
Orthography,  English  Grammar,  Composition, 
Drawing,  Arithmetic,  Methods  of  Teaching,  Morals 
and  Manners,  Political  Geography,  Book-keeping, 
Vocal  Music,  Algebra  (begun).  Physical  Geog- 
raphy, Latin  (begun). 

Middle  Year. — Elocution,  Etymology,  English 
Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Physical  Geography,  Algebra 
(completed).  Civics,  Latin  Grammar  and  Reader 
(completed),  Ctesar,  Natural  Philosophy  (optional), 
Geometry  (begun),  Drawing,  Physical  Culture.  1 
Natural  History,  Pedagogics,  Botany  (optional). 

Senior  Year. — Elocution,  Rhetoric  (complet- 
ed), Logic,  General  History,  Geometry  (complet- 
ed), Botanv,  Virgil’s  Htk.eid,  Cicero's  Orations 
(five).  Elements  of  Chemistry,  Anabasis,  German,  I 
Literature,  Psychology,  Geology,  Mythology.  • 1 

Course  in  English  Literature. — In  addition  to  j 
the  prescribed  branches  for  the  different  academic  1 
vtars,  a course  in  English  Literature  is  necessary  for 
entrance  in  college  or  tor  completing  the  acadantic 
course.  The  following  books  were  read  during 
189S-99:  "The  Sir  Roger  de  Covcrly  Papers."  in  1 
the  "Spectator;’’  Goldsmith's  "Vicar  of  Wakefield :’’ 
Coleridge’s  “Ancient  Mariner;"  Carlyle’s  "Essay  on 
Burns;"  Lowell's  "Vision  of  Sir  Launfal Haw- 
thorne’s "House  of  the  Seven  Gables:"  Shakes-  | 
peare's  “Macbeth;"  Tennvson’s  "The  Princess:’ 
Burke's  "Speech  on  Conciliation  with  America:" 
Longfellow's  "Evangeline." 

The  Faculty  now  consists  of  four  professors 
and  one  musical  instructor.  When  Prof.  Iv  hler 
assumed  charge  there  were  but  thirteen  students, 
and  the  attendance  is  now  115.  The  school  year  is 
divided  into  four  terms,  and  the  tuition  is  $8  per 
term. 


FRANK  MANG  is  well  known  in  Texas 
township.  Wayne  county,  as  a prosperous  farmer 
and  popular  hotel-keeper,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
thriftiest  and  most  energetic  men  in  this  Iocalitv. 
He  was  born  August  26,  1854,  in  New  York  City, 
and  comes  of  good  German  parentage,  his  father 
and  mother.  John  and  Christina  (Dilger)  Mang, 
having  been  born  in  the  Fatherland,  whence  they 
came  to  this  country  before  their  marriage. 

John  Mang  was  given  a good  education  in  the 
countrv  of  his  birth,'  and  in  1843  he  came  to  the 
United"  States,  landing  in  New  York  City,  where  lie 
was.  subsequentlv  married.  Mr.  Mang  worked  at 
his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  while  in  New  York, 
and  he  first  came  to  Wavne  county,  Penn.,  in  1851, 
in  which  year  he  made  a purchase  of  farm  land  in 
Texas  township,  near  the  town  of  Honesdale.  He 
put  up  a house  on  the  property,  and  made  several 
other  improvements,  after  which  he  rented  the  place 
to  a Mr.  Frank,  and  returned  to  New  \ork  City, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade  until  1S54, 
when  he  decided  to  settle  on  his  land.  He  bought 
more  land  adjoining  his  first  investment,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivation  suc- 
ceeded in  converting  the  place  into  a valuable,  arable 
tract,  putting  the  greater  part  of  it  under  the  plow 
during  the  twenty-four  years  of  his  residence  there. 
His  health  having  failed,  however,  he  returned  in 
1874  to  his  native  land,  where  he  passed  away  in 
March,  that  vear.  Mrs.  Mang  continued  to  make 
her  home  on  the  old  farm  with  her  only  child,  our 
subject,  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber. 1895.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  Dilger,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Ger- 
many. and  in  1847  the  father  came  to  America,  for 
the  first  three  vears  after  his  arrival  living  in  New 
York  Citv.  He  then  removed  to  Texas  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  Air.  and  Airs.  Alang 
settled  there  made  his  home  with  them  until  his  de- 
cease. Fie  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Philip.  Kate,  Elizabeth,  Frank,  Alary.  Adam. 
Christina,  Barbara,  Joseph  and  Katie,  of  whom  the 
three  first  mentioned  died  in  Germany.  Frank  died 
in  New  York  City.  Alary  became  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick A.  Edle.  who  went  to  California  in  1858.  dur- 
ing the  gold  fever,  grew  rich,  and  finally  returned 
to  his  native  home  in  German}’,  thence  removing  to 
Switzerland,  where  they  now  reside.  Adam  mar- 
ried and  died  in  New  York  City.  Barbara  mar- 
ried Fred  Trinks,  of  New  York  Citv.  and  has  a 
family  of  seven  children — Fred.  John.  Christian, 
Joseph.  Barbara.  Katie  and  Philip.  Joseph  Dilger 
came  from  Germany  to  New  York  Cits’  in  1847.  and 
there  remained  until  1851.  when  he  located  in 
Wayne  county.  Penn.  He  subsequently  went  West 
to  Wisconsin,  and  in  1861.  at  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teers, he  enlisted  as  a member  of  Company  E.  3rd 
Wis.  V.  I.,  and  served  under  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Armv  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  continued  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  receiving  his  final  dis- 
charge in  1S65,  after  Lee’s  surrender,  and  was 
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uvice  wounded  during  the  struggle,  but  recovered 
.uid  returned  to  his  command  each  time.  He  was 
,n  a number  of  important  engagements,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  W inchester,  under 
Wen.  Banks.  where  he  was  taken  urisoner,  being 
„ent  to  Belle  Isle  for  three  and  one-half  months, 
after  which  he  was  paroled  and  finally  exchanged. 
He  joined  the  Second  Corps,  and  was  thence  trans- 
ferred to  the  Western  Arntv,  with  which  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  "march  to  the  sea," 
and  was  wounded  on  the  fifteenth  day  in  a raid  in 
Georgia,  was  taken  to  Chattanooga,  where  his 
wounds  were  dressed,  and  from  there  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Madison.  Inch,  where  he  remained  for 
for  some  time.  Later  he  was  in  the  Wisconsin  hos- 
pital until  returned  to  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  cut 
off  from  the  regular  forces  by  the  Rebels.  At  the 
ond  of  his  service  he  came  back  to  his  old  home  in 
Wayne  county,  where  in  1871  he  married  Miss 
Frances  Klein,  and  they  settled  in  Carbondale. 
Mrs.  Dilger  died  in  1875,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Katie,  who  died  after  reaching  womanhood,  and 
Mr.  Dilger,  again  alone  in  the  world,  now  makes 
his  home  with  his  nephew,  Mr.  Mang.  Katie  Dil- 
ger, the  youngest  child  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  Dil- 
ger, is  tlie  wife  of  Henry  Rosier,  of  Carbondale. 
They  have  had  seven  children — Henry,  Frank.  Ja- 
cob, Joseph,  Katie  (Mrs.  Charles  Dullam,  of  Car- 
bondale), Christina  (Mrs.  John  Fulton,  of  Carbon- 
dale) and  Francis  (who  died  in  childhood). 

Frank  Mang  was  reared  011  the  parental  farm 
in  Texas  township,  receiving  a thorough  training 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  continued  to 
follow  all  his  life,  the  farm  having  come  to  him  by 
inheritance  after  his  father's  decease.  In  1895  he 
made  various  improvements  and  changes  in  the 
homestead,  adapting  it  for  hotel  purposes,  and  he  has 
since  had  accommodations  for  the  traveling  public 
which  are  considered  among  the  most  desirable  in 
Texas  township.  He  is  genial  and  sociable  in  his 
manners,  making  his  guests  at  home  immediately  by 
his  hearty  and  cheerful  welcome,  and  his  capable 
helpmeet  has  proved  a good  assistant  to  him  in  this 
enterprise,  looking  after  their  table  and  the  comfort 
of  their  patrons  in  many  ways.  Mr.  Mang  has  been 
quite  active  in  local  public  affairs,  anti  held  the 
office  of  supervisor  for  five  years,  being  first  elected 
in  1S83.  He  also  filled  the  position  of  auditor  in 
the  township  for  one  year,  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion. His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party. 

In  August,  1879,  Mr.  Mang  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Marv  Wiest  of  Honesdale,  who 
died  in  1S87,  leaving  no  children.  In  August,  1889, 
lie  wedded  Miss  Katie  Crockenburg,  of  Wayne 
county,  whose  parents,  Henry  and  Augusta  Crock- 
enburg. were  natives  of  Germany,  and  after  their 
arrival  in  America  settled  in  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
shin,  Wavne  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming.  Mr.  Crockenburg  died  in  October,  1897, 


leaving  nine  children— Mary,  Katie,  Francis,  Au- 
gusta, Peter,  Ferdinand,  John.  Lizzie  and  Annie. 
The  mother  still  make  her  home  on  the  old  farm. 
Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mang  have 
always  resided  on  the  Mang  homestead,  and  here 
two  children  have  been  born  to  them — John,  on 
June  6,  1890,  and  Frank,  on  December  25,  1893. 
Both  are  attending  the  public  schools.  The  fam- 
ily hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  Church  in 
honesdale.  Socially  Mr.  Mang  is  a member  of  the 
, Grange  of  Beech  Grove.  Fie  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  agriculturists  and  landowners  of  Texas  town- 
ship, where  he  has  farmed  successfully  for  so  many 
years,  and  where,  since  1875,  he  has  also  operated 
a large  cider  mill,  whicn  he  erected  on  the  prop- 
ertv.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  pro- 
verbially thrifty  German  citizen,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and 
friends  throughout  the  township. 

MARTIN  HATTON,  of  Delaware  township. 
Pike  county,  is  a progressive  and  enterprising  ag- 
riculturist, and  the  appearance  of  his  farm  proves 
his  scientific  knowledge  and  skill. 

Mr.  Hatton  was  born  December  27,  1854.  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cole  school  house,  in  Delaware  town- 
ship. Pike  county,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  leading 
families  of  that  locality.  Joseph  Flatton,  his  great- 
grandfather, came  to  America  front  the  North  of 
England,  in  early  manhood,  locating  in  Philadelphia, 
where  his  son  Robert  was  born  October  20.  1781. 
The  latter  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years,  to  Katrinka  Hood,  who  resided  at  or  near 
-Martin's  Creek,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  there  they 
located,  Mr.  Hatton  engaging  in  farming.  He 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12.  In  1816 
J he  removed  with  his  family  to  Dingman  s Ferry, 
i Pike  Co..  Penn.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years. 

James  Hatton,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
I September  20,  1806,  at  Martin's  Creek.  "Warren  Co., 
N.  J..  and  became  a farmer  in  Delaware  township, 

: Pike  county,  dying  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  in  October. 

1884.  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was 
| an  excellent  citizen,  and  while  not  a politician  he 
took  an  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day  and  was 
a firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  Flis 
wife.  Sarah  1 Van  Auken),  a native  of  Milford, 
Pike  county,  died  in  18S6,  aged  seventy-six.  They 
had  ten  children:  Albert,  who  married  Sarah  Mul- 
ford,  is  engaged  in  business  at  Binghamton.  N.  \ ., 
as  a tinner  and  plumber  ( he  served  throughout  the 
Civil  war)  : Charles  served  in  the  Union  army  all 
through  the  Civil  war,  and  afterward  settled  in 
Vicksburg,  but  has  not  been  heard  from  for  many 
years,  and  is  supposed  to  be  dead:  Mary,  widow  of 
Alexander  Boyd,  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  V. : 
Elizabeth  married  E.  R.  Hazen.  a farmer  in  Bloom- 
ing Grove  township,  Pike  county:  James,  unmar- 
ried. is  a land  agent  in  Washington  ( he  also  served 
through  the  Civil  war)  : Henry  went  west  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  has  not  since  been  heard  from 
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(lie  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  and  served  one  year)  ; Silas,  deceased, 
settled  in  the  South ; Miriam  married  Howard 
Crawford,  of  Port  Jervis,  a conductor  on  the  Erie 
railroad ; Martin,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below ; Frank,  who  married  Mary  Wentworth, 
is  a miner  at  Liutte  City,  Montana. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  went  to  Hawley,  Penn., 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co. 
as  operator,  and  later  he  took  a position  in  the  weigh, 
office.  In  1882,  his  health  having  failed,  he  went 
to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  business 
with  a brother  as  a tinner  and  plumber.  A year 
later  he  went  to  Washington  and  Montana  to  spend 
a year,  and  then,  after  a year  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  he  de- 
cided to  settle  down  in  his  native  place.  Pie  accord- 
ingly purchased  his  present  farm  of  sixty-three  acres, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Kitchell  estate,  and  this 
he  has  improved  in  a substantial  manner,  all  the 
buildings  being  new  and  of  modern  style.  Politi- 
cal!)' he  is  a Republican  and  at  times  he  has  served 
in  official  positions,  having  been  county  auditor  in 
1893,  94  and  '95. 

On  June  14,  1886,  Mr.  Hatton  was  married,  at 
Boonton,  X.  J.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Gaines,  and  two 
children  brighten  their  home,  Stanley  G.  and 
Frank.  Mrs.  Hatton,  who  has  proved  herself  an 
able  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  was  born  February 
2,  1851,  at  Boonton,  and  is  a descendant  of  a pioneer 
family  of  that  region,  her  great-grandfather,  Jona- 
than Gaines,  having  come  from  England  at  an  early 
period.  He  was  accompanied  by  two  brothers,  one 
of  whom  settled  in  Vermont  and  the  other  in  the 
South,  but  he  made  his  permanent  home  in  Morris 
county,  X.  J.  Nathaniel  Gaines,  Mrs.  Hatton's 
grandfather,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in 
Morris  county,  and  he  and  his  wife  Sarah  Bald- 
win, resided  there  at  the  old  homestead.  Marcus 
D.  L.  Gaines,  father  of  Mrs.  Hatton,  was  a native 
of  Morris  county,  and  his  later  years  were  spent 
in  farming  there,  but  for  some  years  of  his  early 
manhood  he  was  in  mercantile  business  in  Xew 
York  City  and  held  a prominent  official  position  in 
the  city  hall.  He  died  January  27,  1894,  aged  eighty- 
seven,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at  Mottville, 
X.  J..  beside  those  of  his  wife,  Sarah  (Ewen),  who 
died  February  24,  1851,  aged  forty.  She  was  born 
in  Xew  York  City,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Tuttle)  Ewen,  her  father  being  a well-known 
merchant  and  at  one  time  city  surveyor.  Mrs.  Hat- 
ton is  the  youngest  of  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being:  Frances,  who  married  J.  H.  Kitchell, 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  near  Boonton, 
X.  J. : Miss  Mary,  a resident  of  Worcester,  Mass. ; 
and  Stanley,  deceased,  who  married  Margaret  B. 
Judd,  and  resided  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  Pennsylvania  Co.’s  coal  works. 

JAMES  WHITE,  the  well  known  mine  fore- 
man for  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  and  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county, 


was  born  in  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  September  15, 
1849,  a son  of  James  ana  Bridget  (McKinnex  1 
White,  natives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  the  father  went  to  South  America,  and  after 
traveling  through  that  country  for  some  tears  re- 
turned to  his  native  land,  where  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Bridget  McKinney,  a daughter  of  John  Mc- 
Kinney. In  April,  1865,  they  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  settled  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  worked  in  a rolling  mill  until  his  removal 
to  Schuylkill  county,  in  1866.  There,  and  later  in 
Scranton,  he  followed  mining.  He  died  July  7, 
1892,  aged  eighty  years,  his  wife  in  March,  1890, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  and  both  were  buried  at 
Scranton.  They  were  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a Democrat. 
The  children  born  to  them  were  as  follows:  Mar- 

garet, wife  of  Michael  Shay,  a miller  of  Scranton: 
John,  who  died  in  Wales  ; Richard,  who  has  traveled 
over  the  world  as  a sailor,  but  is  now  living  retired 
at  Scranton ; Mary,  widow  of  Daniel  Hays,  a mer- 
chant of  Scranton ; William,  a mine  prospector  who 
died  in  New  Mexico;  James,  our  subject;  Ellen, 
who  died  in  Wales  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; and 
Catherine,  wife  of  Philip  McCue,  a miner  of  Scran- 
ton. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
working  in  a rolling  mill,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  one  year,  but  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Schuylkill  county  he  entered  the  mines,  and  in 
different  capacities  he  has  since  been  connected  with 
mining  operations.  In  February,  1872.  be  re- 
turned to  Scranton,  and  was  appointed  foreman  of 
the  O.  S.  Johnson  Coal  Co.  Fie  worked  for  dif- 
ferent firms  in  that  place  until  October  1,  1888. 
when  he  came  to  Forest  City  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  as  foreman  of 
the  mines,  which  responsible  position  he  has  since 
most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filled. 

On  August  31,  1875,  at  Scranton.  Mr.  White 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marv  Corbitt, 
and  the  following  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Joseph  F.,  William  F.,  John  A.,  James  J.,  Julia  A., 
Alphonius  (who  died  young),  Frank,  Richard, 
Harry,  and  Mary.  Mrs.  \\  liite  was  born  in  Scran- 
ton, August  1,  1854,  a daughter  of  Michael  and 
Julia  (Sullivan)  Corbitt,  who  were  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  were  married  in  Scranton.  The 
father  was  born  in  March,  1822,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1849.  After  spending  one  year  in  Schuylkill 
county,  Penn.,  he  removed  to  Scranton,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  now  a retired 
miner,  and  is  a man  of  considerable  prominence  in 
his  community.  The  mother  was  born  in  Mav, 
1829,  and  died  in  July,  1896,  at  Forest  City,  while 
on  a visit  to  our  subject.  Her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Scranton.  She  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  the  father  also  be- 
longs, in  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  They  had 
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four  children:  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Patrick, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Catherine,  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton;  and  John,  of  Forest  City. 

Mr.  White  attends  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 
tion and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  February,  1897,  was 
elected  collector  of  Forest  City,  which  office  he  has 
since  filled  in  a most  acceptable  and  commendable 
manner. 

EMORY  FI.  MILLER,  a prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county,  December  21,  1849,  a son  of  James  W.  and 
Eliza  (Hall)  Miller,  also  natives  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  where  the  father  died  in  November,  1878, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Flis  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Hull's  burying-ground,  near  the  Red 
School  House,  in  Wayne  county.  The  mother  died 
in  Chenango  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Norwich,  that  county.  Both  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  most 
estimable  people.  Their  children  were  Edward  P., 
a farmer  of  New  York  State;  Emory  H.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Hattie  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Our  subject  s paternal  grandfather,  Moses 
Miller,  was  a native  of  Connecticut  and  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
made  his  home  throughout  the  remainder 'of  his  life. 
He  was  a large  land  owner,  and  extensive  farmer, 
and  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community.  He 
tilled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  some  time. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  also  a pioneer  of 
W ayne  county,  where  his  death  occurred. 

Emory  H.  Miller  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  went 
to  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  conducted  a livery 
and  sales  stable  for  two  years,  and  also  speculated 
in  butter,  produce,  stock,  etc.,  for  one  and  a half 
years.  Subsequently  he  was  interested  in  the  lum- 
ber trade  in  Susquehanna  county  for  two  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  resumed  farming,  locating 
upon  his  present  place  in  the  spring  of  1878.  Flis 
first  purchase  consisted  of  126  acres,  to  which  he 
has  since  added  a one-hundred-acre  tract,  making  a 
fine  farm  of  226  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings.  A man  of  good  business  abilitv  and 
sound  judgment,  he  has  prospered  in  his  under- 
takings and  is  now  quite  well-to-do. 

At  Susquehanna  Mr.  Miller  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 20.  1878,  to  Miss  Emily  L.  Potter,  by  whom 
he  has  had  two  children:  Allen,  deceased;  and 

( den  to  rd  E.,  at  home.  Airs.  Miller  was  born  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  June  7, 
1859,  a daughter  of  George  \\  . and  Elizabeth 
( Howell ) Potter,  of  that  township,  where  the  moth- 
er died  August  1,  1899.  nt  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  I'rom  his  farm  in  Gibson  township  Mr.  Pot- 


ter removed  to  Herrick  Centre,  where  he  conduct- 
ed a hotel  for  three  years.  The  following  year  he 
operated  his  farm,  and  then  again  took  charge  of 
the  hotel  in  Herrick  Centre,  which  he  carried  on 
for  about  a year  at  this  time.  While  in  Susque- 
hanna on  business  he  was  injured  by  a train,  and 
he  died  twenty-two  days  later,  in  March.  1877,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  In  his  family  were 
four  children,  namely:  Freelove,  who  died  young; 
Emaline  O.,  wife  of  Alford  Bowell,  of  Herrick  Cen- 
tre ; Emily  L.,  wife  of  our  subject : and  Etta,  wife  of 
George  D.  Hine,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Airs.  Aliller’s  paternal  grandfa- 
J ther,  Parley  Potter,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Gib- 
I son  township. 

Air.  Aliller  is  now  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
j Five  States  Alilk  Association.  Fie  has  served  as 
school  director  and  school  treasurer,  and  on  F'eb- 
| ruary  20,  1900,  was  re-elected  to  the  former  office 
[ for  a term  of  three  years.  Socially  he  affiliates  with 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Alen,  at  Burnwood, 
Penn.,  and  the  Grange,  at  Lyons  Street,  and  polit- 
ically he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Although  not  a member  he  attends  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  gives  his  support  to  every  en- 
terprise calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual 
or  material  welfare  of  his  township  or  county. 

NICK  GEBHART,  an  honored  and  trusted 
employe  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  residing  in  Alat- 
amoras,  Pike  county,  is  a worthy  representative  of 
a good  old  German  family.  His  grandfather,  Ja- 
cob Gebhart,  was  born  on  the  Rhine,  in  Flavaria. 
October  5,  1784,  and  by  occupation  was  a farmer  and 
freight  carrier.  He  married  Alaria  Grimm,  who 
was  also  born  in  the  Rhine  province,  in  1786,  and 
both  died  when  comparatively  young.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children,  all  now  deceased : John,  a 

freight  carrier,  who  died  in  Germany ; Elizabeth, 
who  married  Valentine  Bansel,  of  Bavaria;  Chris- 
tana,  who  married  C.  Schoidel,  a teacher  of  lan- 
guages in  Bavaria ; and  Jacob,  the  father  of  cur 
subject. 

Jacob  Gebhart  was  born  on  the  historic  Rhine, 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  September,  1811.  and  was 
a freighter  and  extensive  farmer.  He  died  De- 
cember 24,  1857,  his  wife,  Agnes  Kreat.  who  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  December  19,  1 S 1 3.  long  surviv- 
j ing  him,  and  passing  away  in  October.  1889.  In 
| their  family  were  the  following  children:  Jacob, 

j who  married  and  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
j in  Xarrowsburg,  X.  Y. ; Anna  Alaria.  who  married 
I Frederick  Haas,  and  died  in  Germany,  in  1892; 
i John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years:  Elizabeth, 

1 who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
and  married  Jacob  Botenz.  of  Xarrowsburg,  X.  Y. ; 
Philip,  a blacksmith  living  at  Xarrowsburg;  John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months : Agnes, 
wife  of  Joseph  Cooper,  an  iron  molder  living  in 
Bavaria,  Germany;  Philipena,  wife  of  Jacob  Frank, 
whose  home  is  in  Holstein,  Germany,  where  he  is 
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foreman  of  molding  works;  Nick,  our  subject,  j 
Margreta.  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  | 
Fritz,  who  is  married,  and  is  serving  as  foreman  ‘ 
of  iron  molding  works  in  Bavaria ; and  Bertha,  who  i 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  and  one-half  months. 

Nick  Gebhart  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  j 
November  26,  1849,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  en-  1 
tered  a machine  shop,  where  he  learned  the  ma- 
chinist's trade.  For  three  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  German  army,  and  participated  in  the  French, 
and  German  war.  In  his  native  land  he  was  mar- 
ried, October  25,  1873,  to  Miss  Lena  Shaffer,  who 
was  born  November  25,  1851,  a daughter  of  Martin 
and  Marcella  (Gunter)  Shaffer,  and  they  have  had 
nine  children,  namely:  Henry,  born  July  22,  1874, 

was  accidentally  shot : twins,  born  in  1876,  one  of 
whom  died  unnamed  when  only  two  days  old,  and 
the  other,  Sophia,  died  September  16,  1896;  Fritz, 
born  September  29,  1877.  assists  his  father  in  the 
hotel  business ; Agnes,  born  December  24,  1879,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Martin  Leicht,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere;  Lena,  born  January  8,  1882,  is  at  home; 
Herman,  born  October  12,  1883,  died  in  infancy; 
and  Herman  (2),  born  March  26,  1885,  and  Emma, 
born  July  31,  1887,  are  both  at  home. 

With  the  hope  of  benefiting  his  financial  condi- 
tion, Mr.  Gebhart  and  his  family  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  landing  on  the  shores  of  this  country  March 
17,1878.  They  located  at  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  in  a blacksmith  shop  for  one  and  a half 
years,  and  then,  as  he  was  unable  to  secure  work  at 
his  trade,  he  accepted  employment  as  a common 
laborer  on  the  Erie  railroad,  remaining  with  them 
six  months.  The  following  two  years  were  spent 
in  a stone  quarry  at  Narrowsburg,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  removed  to  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  se- 
curing a position  in  the  Erie  railroad  repair  shops, 
where  he  has  now  been  employed  for  seventeen 
years.  Since  1894,  however,  he  has  made  his  home 
in  Matamoras,  Penn.,  where  he  at  first  rented  prop- 
erty and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Subse- 
quently he  purchased  his  present  home,  which  he 
has  greatly  improved,  and  is  still  interested  in  the 
hotel  business,  leaving  the  management  of  the  same 
to  his  son.  while  he  retains  his  position  with  the 
Erie  Company.  In  political  affiliations  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  religious  connection  is  a German  Cath- 
olic, as  are  also  his  children,  but  his  wife  holds 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  They 
have  many  friends  in  this  community,  and  Mr.  Geb- 
hart is  a member  of  the  Maennerchor. 

JOHN  DILLON  is  a representative  citizen  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  for 
several  years  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  business 
as  a general  farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  is  a man 
whose  sound  common  sense  and  vigorous,  able 
management  of  his  affairs  have  been  important  fac- 
tors in  leading  him  to  wealth,  and  with  his  un- 
doubted, integrity  of  character  have  given  him  an 
honorable  position  among  his  fellow  men. 


Mr.  Dillon  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  in 
Tanuary,  1854,  a son  of  Michael  and  Ann  ( Mc- 
Nernev)  Dillon,  natives  of  Ireland,  the  former  born 
in  1809,  and  the  latter  in  1813.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  County  Clare,  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  in  the  Emerald  Isle  for  some  years.  In  1851 
the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New  York,  and 
the  following  year  was  joined  by  his  family,  whom 
he  brought  to  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  operated  rented  land  for  a few 
years.  His  first  purchase  was  a tract  of  wild  land 
in  Silver  Lake  township,  which  he  transformed  into 
a good  farm,  erecting  thereon  a house  and  barn, 
but  he  finally  sold  that  place  and  returned  to  Lib- 
erty township,  buying  a farm  on  the  road  between 
Lawsville  Center  and  Hallstead,  near  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  There  he  made  his  home  until 
called  from  this  life,  411  August,  1865.  He  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation 
in  connection  with  farming  during  his  residence  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  purchased  a farm  ad- 
joining his  own  for  one  of  his  sons.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  some  years,  passing  away  in  1S87, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  they  gave 
liberally,  and  as  a Democrat  he  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  political  affairs. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  youngest  in  a family 
of  eight  children,  all  born  in  Ireland  with  the  ex- 
ception of  himself  and  brother  Frank.  (1)  Maiv, 
the  eldest,  born  in  1837,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  her  native  land,  and  married  John  Havs,  or 
I- orest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county.  They 
have  a large  family,  and  now  reside  in  Buffalo.  N. 
T . (2)  Michael,  born  in  1839,  married  Margaret 

McMahon,  of  Silver  Lake  township,  where  he  is  eti- 
gaged  in  farming.  (3)  Margaret,  born  in  1842. 

! received  a district-school  education  in  Susquehanna 
! county,  and  married  James  Plays,  of  Forest  Lake 
[ township.  They  have  a large  family,  and  make 
their  home  in  Tioga  county,  Penn.  (4)  Bridget, 
j born  in  1844,  married  John  Considine,  of  Susque- 
hanna, by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Marv, 
John  and  Elizabeth,  and  they  reside  in  Ithaca.  N. 

I Y.  (5)  Martin,  born  in  1846,  was  reared  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's 
trade.  He  married  Maria  Flanigan,  of  Susquehanna 
count_  , by  whom  he  has  seven  children,  and  they 
reside  in  Warren  county,  Penn.,  where  he  is  en- 
1 gaged  in  merchandising.  (6)  Annie,  born  in  1848. 
married  Martin  Dillon,  a native  of  Canada,  and 
lived  in  Waverlv,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  leaving 
; six  children,  Mary,  Maggie,  Willie,  Thomas,  Charles 
and  Ella,  all  residents  of  Waverlv.  (7)  Frank, 
born  in  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
; in  1857,  a bright,  promising  young  man,  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years. 

John  Dillon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
a fair  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty 
i township,  and  aided  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 
| home  farm  until  the  latter's  death.  He  then  worked 
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in  the  lumber  woods  of  Sullivan  county,  Penn.,  for  1 
five  vears,  and  in  1875  commenced  learning  the 
blacksmith's  trade  with  Patrick  Moran,  at  Mont-  j 
rose,  serving  a four-years’  apprenticeship,  after 
which  he  conducted  a shop  of  nis  own  at  Laws-  ■ 
ville  Center  for  nine  years.  In  1892  he  purchased  i 
the  farm  on  which  he  was  born  (known  as  the  [ 
Truesdale  farm),  upon  which  stand  a commodious  j 
brick  residence,  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  ] 
and  our  subject  has  added  to  its  improvements,  ' 
making  it  one  of  the  best  and  most  desirable  places 
of  the  size  in  Liberty  township. 

In  1883  Mr.  Dillon  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Annie  Downs,  of  Liberty  township,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Susan  Downs,  who  were 
born  in  Ireland  and  died  in  Liberty  township.  Mrs. 
Dillon  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county  in  1852, 
and  died  in  December,  1897.  She  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  was  loved  a*nd 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  left  four  chil- 
dren: James,  born  in  Forest  Lake  township,  in 

May,  1884;  Susan,  born  in  Liberty  township,  in 
July,  1885;  Michael,  born  in  October,  1886;  and 
Francis,  born  in  August,  1889.  All  are  attending 
the  district  schools,  and  are  well  advanced  for  chil- 
dren of  their  age.  Mr.  Dillon  and  his  family  are 
also  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are 
held  in  high  regard  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a stalwart  Democrat,  has  ever  taken  a deep  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  his  party,  and  has  served  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  school  director  and 
inspector  of  elections.  Though  he  commenced  life 
a poor  boy,  he  has,  through  his  own  well-directed 
efforts,  become  one  of  the  substantial  and  reliable 
citizens  of  the  township. 

JEROME  BOXSER,  a leading  and  represen- 
tative farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county,  is  now  successfully  operating  the  old  home- 
stead on  which  he  was  born  July  25,  1862,  a son 
of  Reuben  and  Sabina  (Frantz)  P>onser,  also  na- 
tives of  Monroe  county,  where  the  father  spent  his 
entire  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  partv, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  departed  this  life  in 
December,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery : she  is  still  liv- 
ing. at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and  makes  her  home 
in  Stroudsburg.  Jerome  is  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  E.  Malinda,  wife  of  Allen 
Marsh,  a mason  of  Stroudsburg;  and  Charles  F., 
who  married  Lizzie  Moser,  and  lives  in  East 
Stroudsburg.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Kresge)  Houser,  both 
died  in  Chestnut  Hill  township.  Their  children 
were  George,  Elias,  Jacob,  Sally  A.,  Hannah,  Jonas 
and  Reuben. 

On  the  home  farm  Jerome  Bonscr  was  reared 
and  obtained  a good  practical  knowledge  of  farm 


work,  which  now  enables  him  to  so  successfully 
manage  the  farm.  The  Democratic  party  has  always 
found  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
and  he  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon 
for  four  vears. 

At  Brodheadsville,  June  13,  1885,  Mr.  Bonser 
married  Miss  C.  Ordella  Shoemaker,  by  whom  he 
has  one  son,  Stanley  W.  Mrs.  Bonser  was  born  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  May  16,  1861, 
a daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Amelia  ( Weiss  ) Shoe- 
maker, who  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  peo- 
ple in  that  township.  They  were  iaithful  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  political  sentiment 
Mr.  Shoemaker  was  also  a Democrat.  He  died 
April  27,  1895,  aged  seventy-five  years,  his  wife, 
October  26,  1864,  aged  forty  years,  three  months 
and  three  days,  and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in 
Mt.  Zion  cemetery.  They  were  married  October 
16,  1842,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Abner,  who 
has  engaged  in  school  teaching,  but  now’  devotes 
his  time  to  farming,  married  Margaret  Werkheiser, 
and  lives  in  Saylorsburg,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  Church  work ; Louisa  mar- 
ried Francis  Snyder,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Rinker,  a carpenter  of 
Saylorsburg;  Milton  married  Hellen  Miller,  and  is 
in  the  employ  of  his  brother  William  in  East 
Stroudsburg;  William  married  Rachel  Hobbs,  and 
conducts  a meat  market ; Alice  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Featherman,  who  is  engaged  in  the  creamery  busi- 
ness in  Monroe  county ; C.  Ordella  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Minnie  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  wedded 
Mrs.  Mary  Plulsheiser,  who  is  now’  living  in  Phil- 
lipsburg,  N.  J.,  with  her  daughter,  Mary  Engle. 
There  w’ere  no  children  by  the  second  union.  Mrs. 
Bonser's  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Lou- 
isa (Trach)  Shoemaker,  and  the  maternal  grand- 
parents George  and  Susan  Weiss. 

DAVID  M.  ROE.  While  "the  race  is  not  al- 
ways to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,” 
the  invariable  law  of  destiny  accords  to  tireless 
energy,  industry  and  ability  a successful  career. 
The  truth  of  this  assertion  is  abundantly  verified  in 
the  life  of  David  M.  Roe,  the  well-known  post- 
master and  prominent  business  man  of  Fairdale, 
Susquehanna  county. 

Air.  Roc  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Jes- 
sup township,  December  23,  1850,  and  is  a son  of 
David  and  Sophia  (Dennis)  Roe,  who  were  natives 
of  Sussex  county,  X.  J.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1845,  locating  in  Jessup  township,  w here 
the  father  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  until 
called  from  this  life,  in  1885.  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  mother  died  in  1888,  at  the  same  age, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side  in  the  Holies  cem- 
etery. Both  were  sincere  Christians,  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  their  family 
were  the  following  children ; Elizabeth,  deceased 
wife  of  Jefferson  Roof;  Mary,  wife  of  Scott  Bald- 
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win,  a farmer  of  Wvoming  countv,  Penn. ; Peter 

IX,  a fanner 'of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Catherine,  wife  of  Edgar  Pollcs,  a farmer 
of  Jessup  township;  Sarah,  widow  of  Paul  Over- 
field,  of  Meshoppen,  Penn.;  David  XL,  our  subject; 
and  Emma,  wife  of  Thomas  Pettitt,  of  Susquehanna 
county. 

David  XL  Roe  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  becoming  per- 
fectly familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  then 
purchased  a farm  in  Jessup  township,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  lie  rented  the  place  and  removed  to  the  village 
of  Fairdale,  where  he  bought  property  and  has 
since  made  his  home.  Purchasing  the  store  of 
Oscar  Downer,  he  embarked  in  merchandising,  and 
has  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  also  done  an 
extensive  business  in  buying,  selling  and  shipping 
stock  to  Xew  York.  He  is  a wide-awake,  ener- 
getic business  man,  of  known  reliability,  and  has 
met  with  marked  success,  in  his  undertakings.  In 
political  views  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  served 
as  township  treasurer  for  three  terms.  He  was 
first  appointed  postmaster  of  Fairdale  in  1S88,  un- 
der President  Cleveland's  administration,  and  with 
the  exception  of  four  years  has  since  continuously 
filled  that  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  its  many 
patrons.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men. 

In  1873  XIr.  Roe  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Xliss  Susan  A.  Dimon,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren. namely : Pearl,  who  married  Edwin  Adams, 

of  Xew  XI il ford,  June  6,  1899';  Xina,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school;  and  XIadge,  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Sussex, 

X.  J..  born  in  1851,  died  in  1888,  and  was  buried 

in  Holies  cemetery.  Her  parents,  John  and  Cath- 
erine Ann  (Sheets)  Dimon,  were  married  in  Sus- 
sex county,  .XL  J.,  and  there  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  they  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  on  the  farm 
in  Jessup  township  where  their  son  Jacob  S.  now 
resides.  Here  the  father  followed  farming  and 
dairying;  previously,  however,  he  had  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  born  Xlay  15,  1818. 
and  died  Xlay  18,  1868;  his  wife,  born  September 
1,  1824,  died  Xlay  16,  1898,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Fairdale  cemetery.  There 
were  only  two  children  in  their  family:  Jacob  S., 

and  Susan  Amelia,  wife  of  our  subject. 

, XIr.  Roe  was  again  married  in  1892,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Xliss  Susan  Sheets,  a native 
of  X'ew  Jersey  and  a most  estimable  lady.  Her 
parents,  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Gunn)  Sheets,  removed 
from  that  State  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1851, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Jessup  township, 
where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. P)Oth  were  active  and  prominent  members  of 
the  Xlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  served  as 
trustee  of  the  same.  He  was  a self-made  man, 
became  one  of  the  prosperous  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  and  left  his  family  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  died  April  18,  1895. 


at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  the  mother  April 
2,  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Holies  cemetery.  Their  children  were 
XIary,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Susan,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Xlargarct  R.,  wife  of  Darius  Cris- 
rnan,  of  .Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; Jennie,  wife  of  Fre- 
mont Hamlin,  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  and  Bertha,  wife  of  Dayton  Sheets, 
who  is  also  living  on  the  old  homestead.  XIrs. 
Roe's  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Sheets,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Sussex  county,  X.  J. ; her  maternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Gunn,  removed  from  that 
county  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  last  days  with 
[ a daughter. 

PETER  BEXXETT,  a retired  blacksmith  and 
honored  citizen  of  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in  Gibson  township, 
Xpvember  16,  1817. 

XIr.  Bennett’s  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Lott)  Bennett,  were  born  in  1789  and  1794,  re- 
spectively, in  Orange  county,  X.  YL,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv, Penn.,  in  1810.  They  made  their  home  in  Gib- 
son township  for  fourteen  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Clifford  township,  where  the  father  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  in  1828;  the  mother  died 
in  1856,  their  remains  being  interred  in  a private 
burying-ground  in  Clifford  township.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Henry,  Benjamin  and  Wines,  all  now 
deceased:  Peter,  our  subject;  XIary  A.,  widow  of 
XIark  Dale,  and  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Abigail,  widow  of  Joseph  Halstead,  and  a resident 
of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Sarah, 
who  has  been  married  three  times,  and  resides  in  the 
West;  John,  who  died  young;  and  Hulda,  who 
married  William  Bell,  and  lives  in  the  West.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Ben- 
nett, was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a lifelong  res- 
ident of  Orange  county,  X.  Y. ; the  maternal  grand- 
father, Ichabod  Lott,  was  a native  of  Orange  county 
and  an  early  settler  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  he  died  in  Clifford  township. 

Peter  Bennett  remained  with  his  mother  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  served  a four- 
years’  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  next 
spent  three  years  in  Luzerne  countv,  and  during  the 
following  five  years  worked  at  his  trade  in  Brad- 
ford county.  Penn.,  being  afterward  similarly  em- 
ployed in  different  parts  of  Susquehanna  county 
until  i86r,  when  he  rented  a shop  in  Clifford  and 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  on  his  own  account  for 
three  years.  Subsequently  he  followed  farming  in 
Clifford  township,  and  then  returned  to  the  village, 
where  he  successfully  engaged  in  his  chosen  calling 
until  he  retired  from  active  business,  in  1889. 

At  Orwell.  Penn.,  in  1839,  XIr.  Bennett  wedded 
Xliss  XIary  Dimock,  a native  of  Schoharie  countv. 
X.  Y..  and  daughter  of  Cicero  and  XIary  Dimock, 
of  that  State.  She  died  in  June,  1872.  at  the  age 
of  sixtv-two  years,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford 


. 


■ 


. v . , .... 


PETER  BENNETT  MRS.  ANN  BENNETT 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1040 


township.  By  that  union  our  subject  had  three 
children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  who  died  young; 

Sarah  Emaline,  wife  of  G.  H.  Stevens,  a prominent 
auctioneer  and  street  commissioner  of  Peckville, 
Penn.:  and  Benjamin  F.,  a leading  merchant  and 
postmaster  at  Clifford.  Mr.  Bennett  was  again 
married,  in  1872,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Ann  (Stage)  Stewart,  who  was  a native  of  Clifford, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Schoonover) 
Stage,  the  former  of  whom  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade.  She  passed  away  in  November,  1896.  To 
this  marriage  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Bennett  had  one  child  by  her  first 
marriage.  Ella  Maud  Stewart,  who  now  makes  her 
home  with  out  subject. 

Since  coming  to  Clifford  township  Mr.  Ben- 
nett has  been  almost  continually  in  office,  having 
seryed  as  township  supervisor,  auditor,  school 
director,  poormaster,  etc.  He  is  a supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and,  in  religious  connection,  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
During  his  long  residence  in  Susquehanna  county 
he  has  championed  every  movement  designed  to 
promote  the  general  welfare,  has  supported  every  en- 
terprise for  the  public  good,  and  has  materially 
aided  in  the  advancement  of  all  social,  educational 
and  moral  interests.  After  such  a useful  and  hon- 
orable career  he  can  well  afford  to  lay  aside  all 
business  cares  and  live  in  ease  and  retirement. 

\\  ILLIAM  J.  RHINE VALTLT,  a well-known 
blacksmith  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Fairdale, 
is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Forest 
Lake  township,  June  28,  1850,  a son  of  John  and 
Mahala  (Strickland)  Rhinevault,  the  former  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Both  died  in  Forest  Lake  township  and 
were  buried  in  Fair  Hill  cemetery.  The  father, 
who  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and  mason,  was 
born  June  27,  1785.  and  died  April  7.  1856;  the 
mother,  born  May  22,  1803,  died  March  26,  1885. 
Both  were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  was  the  only  child 
born  of  their  union,  but  both  parents  had  other 
children  by  previous  marriages.  The  father  first 
married  Anna  Gray,  and  the  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows:  Eunice,  deceased,  first  married 

a Mr.  Thorp,  and  second  John  Strange:  John  G. 
is  deceased;  Mary  A.,  born  August  1.  1812,  is  now 
the  widow  of  Charles  Trohridge.  and  a resident 
of  \ estal.  N.  \ .;  Sally  is  deceased;  Rev.  Seantour, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  is  also  deceased; 
Alfred  S.  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  during  the 
Civil  war,  was  captured,  and  starved  to  death  in 
Andersonville  prison ; Orman  B.  is  also  deceased ; 
Anna,  deceased,  married  Nathan  Weston ; Men- 
ville  is  a resident  of  Alleganv  county,  N.  Y. ; Svl- 
vester  P.  was  shot  through  the  head  at  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness;  Ezra,  deceased,  was  also  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war;  Andrew  J.  is  a resident  of 
Nunda.  Livingston  Co..  N.  Y. ; and  Myron  P.,  Al- 


mira and  Chester  D.  are  all  deceased.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  first  married  James  Ball,  by  whom 
she  had  six  children,  namely:  Rebecca,  Lavina, 

Julia,  Clarinda,  Hiram  and  Edward  (a  soldier  of 
the  Union  army).  Her  second  husband  was  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  the  third  was  Jeremiah 
Rosenkrantz ; she  had  no  children  by  the  last  mar- 
riage. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  W illiam  J.  Rhine- 
! vault  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  first  work- 
ing as  a farm  hand  for  different  people.  When 
eighteen  he  commenced  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  with 
Bela  Giffin,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  months, 
and  the  same  length  of  time  was  employed  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Jack  Brewster,  in  Montrose. 
He  then  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  until 
1883,  when  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  opening 
a shop  of  his  own  at  Fair  Hill,  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  where  he  carried  on  farming  operations 
in  connection  with  his  trade  until  coming  to  Fair- 
dale  in  April,  1897.  He  has  since  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  blacksmithing.  He  is  an  expert  mechanic 
and  a good  workman,  and  has  met  with  a well- 
deserved  success  in  his  undertakings.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  politically  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  For  six 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  For- 
est Lake,  and  a trust  reposed  in  him  has  never  been 
misplaced. 

On  December  22,  1870,  in  Forest  Lake.  Mr. 
Rhinevault  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Warner, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Mahala  E.,  at  home;  and  Fred  E.,  who  during  the 
war  with  Spain  enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  P.  \ . I., 
and  was  stationed  at  Camp  McKenzie.  Mrs. 
Rhinevault  was  born  in  Pike  township,  Bradford 
Co..  Penn.,  July  24,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Samuel  A.  and  Betsey  A.  (Marsh)  Warner,  also 
natives  of  Bradford  county.  Her  father  entered  the 
Union  service  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
was  starved  to  death  in  Andersonville  prison,  dying 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years ; her  mother  is  still 
living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  now 
makes  her  home  in  Herrickville,  Penn.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows:  John,  a resi- 

dent of  Herrickville;  Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Oscar,  a resident  of  Welcome.  Minn. ; Flaville,  a 
resid  .nt  of  Maple  Works,  Wis. ; Josephine,  wife 
of  Charles  S.  Wells,  of  Plerrickville : and  Samuel 
E.,  who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

HENRY  C.  SPAFEORD,  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  well  known 
as  a dairy  farmer,  was  born  in  Middletown  town- 
ship, that  county,  November  20.  1844,  a 50,1  of 
Milton  R.  and  Lucy  (Sheldon)  Spaftord,  both 
natives  of  New  Hampshire. 

Milton  R.  Spaftord  was  a son  of  Samuel  Spaf- 
ford.  who  came  from  the  old  Granite  State  in  the 
early  days  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  became  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Middletown  township.  Samuel 
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Spafford  cleared  up  a farm.  In  his  family  were 
the  following  children : Samuel,  who  married, 

lived  and  died  in  Middletown  township;  Betsey, 
who  married  Joab  Pierce,  and  lived  in  \\  arren, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Mary,  who  married  Daniel 
Baxter,  and  died  in  Middletown  township;  Milton 
R.,  our  subject’s  father;  Silas,  who  first  settled  in 
Friendsville,  Penn.,  and  then  went  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  still  lives ; and  Mehitable,  who  married 
Aides  Baldwin,  of  Middletown  township.  Milton 

R.  Spafford  bought  his  father's  old  home  in  Mid- 
dletown, and  there  lived  and  died.  He  passed  to 
his  last  rest  in  July,  1872,  and  his  wife,  who  in  her 
maidenhood  was  Lucy  Sheldon,  dieu  in  1S88.  He 
was  always  a supporter  of  either  the  Whig  or  Re- 
publican parties,  and  served  acceptably  in  a num- 
ber of  local  offices.  To  Milton  R.  Spafford  and 
wife  were  born  six  children,  namely:  (1)  Milton 
L.  enlisted  for  service  in  the  war  ot  the  Rebellion 
in  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  eighteen 
months,  when  he  became  ill  and  was  sent  home, 
dying  in  1863,  aged  twenty-five  years.  Pie  was  in 
a number  of  battles,  and  was  on  board  the  "Win- 
field Scott’’  in  her  South  Carolina  engagement. 
(2)  Abijah  enlisted  at  the  first  call  for  troops  in 
1861,  becoming  a member  of  Company  G,  5th  .\ew 
York  Cavalry,  and  served  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheri- 
dan. Pie  re-enlisted,  and  before  the  war  closed 
had  been  promoted  to  second  lieutenant.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Middle- 
town  township,  where  he  died  in  1882.  Pie  mar- 
ried Annie  Strange.  (3)  Lucy  E.  married  Samuel 
Strange,  of  Bridgewater,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
his  widow  resides  in  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  X.  Y.  ( 4) 
Henry  C.  is  our  subject.  (5)  Alary  J.  married 

S.  J.  Davis,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  she 
died  leaving  two  children,  Clara  and  Lucy.  (6) 
Samuel  L.,  of  Lestershire,  X.  Y.,  married  Emma 
Estus,  and  has  six  children,  Anna,  Jennie,  Blanche, 
Samuel,  Julia  and  Lucy. 

Henry  C.  Spafford  received  his  literary  train- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  Middletown  town- 
ship, and  passed  his  time  out  of  school  hours  assist- 
ing in  the  work  on  the  farm.  When  the  cannon 
that  thundered  over  Fort  Sumter  awakened  the 
North  Mr.  Spafford  at  once  made  ready  to  do  bat- 
tle for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  PI,  22nd  New  York  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  served  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  his  plow. 

In  1869  Mr.  Spafford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Aliss  Adaline  C.  Stone,  who  was  born  in  1844, 
a daughter  of  James  E.  and  Ammorillis  ( Beebe) 
Stone,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  purchased 
the  old  Stone  homestead  and  continued  to  reside 
therein.  They  are  active  workers  in  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Iiirchardville.  and  take  a great  interest 
in  charitable  work.  Politically  Mr.  Spafford  has 
ever  given  his  hearty  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  partv;  lie  has  held  the  offices 


of  school  director  and  supervisor,  and  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  election  board  a number  . f 
times.  He  is  a member  of  Rising  Sun  Grange, 
of  Birchardville,  and  finds  great  enjoyment  in  re- 
counting tales  of  the  smiles  and  tears  of  the  dark- 
days  of  the  Rebellion  with  other  "boys  in  blue"  at 
P'our  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Alontrose.  Of  un- 
sullied reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity,  he  ha.- 
won  and  maintained  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 

James  E.  Stone,  father  of  Airs.  Spafford, 
was  born  in  P'orest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  a son  of  Canfield  and  Elmira  (Bostick) 
Stone,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  came  West  in 
the  early  pioneer  days.  Janies  E.  Stone  erected 
the  house  in  which  Air.  and  Airs.  Spafford  now 
reside.  He  died  in  i860.  He  married  Ammorillis 
Beebe,  a native  of  Apolacon  township,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children:  Adaline  C.,  Airs.  Spaf- 

ford; Diamond  B.,  now  a resident  of  the  State  of 
Washington;  Eunice  A.,  wife  of  C.  W.  Peckens,  a 
railroad  engineer  of  Rochester,  X.  Y. ; Canfieid,  a 
hotel-keeper  at  Hopbottom,  Penn.,  who  was  in  the 
regular  army  three  years ; Horatio  B.,  a farmer  of 
Forest  Lake  township;  James  J.,  a farmer  of  Pike, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.;  and  Charlotte  A.,  who  was 
educated  at  Factoryville,  Penn.,  and  later  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Xormal  School  at  Alansfield.  Penn., 
becoming  a successful  teacher  in  Susquehanna 
county  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Rev.  P.  R.  Tucker, 
of  Chicago.  She  is  a lady  of  high  culture  and  fine 
personal  attainments. 

ELEAZER  PRICE.  To  a lineage  which 
antedates  the  Revolutionary  war  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  added  luster  by  heroic  service  during  the 
Civil  war.  Pie  is  a prominent  farmer  and  lumber- 
man of  Barrett  township,  Alonroe  county,  ranking 
high  among  its  foremost  citizens.  The  ancestral 
history  of  Air.  Price  is  rich  in  historic  events. 

His  great-grandfather,  John  Price,  was  a native 
of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  of  English  extraction,  and 
in  religious  faith  was  a Quaker.  He  came  to  what 
is  now  Alonroe  county  as  early  as  1765,  and  was 
one  of  the  few  fortunate  settlers  who  escaped  the 
Indian  raids  and  massacres  which  occurred  on 
Brodhead’s  creek,  near  the  place  he  had  settled. 
During  those  troublesome  days  John  price  con- 
cealed his  family  until  the  savages  had  departed. 
On  Brodhead’s  creek  he  cleared  up  a small  farm, 
and  here  he  remained  through  life.  The  problem 
of  living  was  then  much  simpler  than  now.  V ild 
game  abounded  in  the  surrounding  forests,  and 
furnished  an  abundance  of  meat.  Upon  this  small 
farm  Air.  Price  passetl  his  days  earning  a liveli- 
hood. and  he  passed  away  at  a good  old  age.  He 
had  a large  family,  the  seven  sons  being  as  follows: 
Charles,  who  was  killed  at  P'ort  Pitt  during  tiie  war 
of  1812-15  : Ichabod,  who  was  killed  at  Fort  Aloigs; 
Joseph,  who  lived  for  a time  at  Shawnee,  then 
migrated  to  Ohio:  John,  who  married  and  lived  on 
Brodhead’s  creek,  where  he  died  : Benjamin,  who 
settled  on  the  farm  in  Price  township  now  owned 
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||V  Henry  Lesoine ; Samuel,  who  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Barrett;  and  Eleazer,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  settled  near  the  old  homestead 
until  later  in  life,  when  he  moved  across  the  creek 
into  Price  township. 

Eleazer  Price  was  born  in  what  is  now  Price 
township  in  1785.  He  married  Rachel  Drake,  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  was  killed  by  a train  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  near 
Stroudsburg.  He  raised  a family  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Maria,  who  married  Jacob  Henry,  and 

settled  in  Pocono;  Hulda,  who  married  Nathan 
Chitister,  and  settled  in  Calhoun  county,  Mich. ; 
Phvla,  who  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Price,  of  Bar- 
rett township;  Charles  J.,  father  of  our  subject; 
Anna,  who  married  James  Mayo,  and  settled  in 
Calhoun  county,  Mich. ; William,  for  a time  a farmer 
of  Barrett  township,  and  in  his  later  years  a resident 
of  Michigan ; Perry,  who  married  and  remained 
through  life  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Joseph,  the 
sole  survivor  of  the  family,  who  lived  for  many 
years  on  part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  now  resides 
with  his  son-in-law,  Charles  Bush,  in  Price  town- 
ship. 

Charles  J.  Price,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Price  township  October  29,  1814,  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Price  township,  and  re- 
ceived a limited  education.  He  married  Miss  Su- 
sanna Yetter,  who  was  born  in  Smithfield  in  1818, 
and  after  marriage  settled  in  Barrett  township, 
near  the  Pike  county  line.  In  November.  1839,  he 
bought  a small  improvement,  where  he  cleared  up 
a farm  and  remained  through  life.  He  died  in 
1895,  his  wife  passing  away  in  1878.  They  reared 
a family  of  eight  sons,  as  follows;  (1)  Mathias, 
born  in  November,  1837,  at  Brodhead's  creek.  Pie 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  4th  Regiment,  Pennsylva- 
nia Reserves,  Capt.  George  B.  Keller,  serving  eight- 
een months  in  the  McClellan  campaign,  was  dis- 
charged for  disability,  and  returning  home  died  the 
same  year.  (2)  Emery,  born  in  Barrett  in  1840, 
enlisted  in  February,  1864,  in  Battery  D of  a Penn- 
sylvania Artillery  regiment,  and  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  seriously  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Fort  Harrison.  Returning  home  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Pos- 
ten,  of  Price,  and  they  now  reside  at  East  Strouds- 
burg. (3)  Eleazer  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
(4)  Abram,  born  in  Barrett  in  1S45,  married  Sarah 
A.  Mole,  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  They  reside 
in  Barrett,  and  have  three  children,  Edith,  Elsie 
and  Alice.  (5)  Francis  M.,  born  in  May,  1847, 
is  married  and  lives  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn.  (6) 
Sylvester,  born  in  1850,  married  Estella  Clark,  and 
lives  in  Barrett.  They  have  three  sons.  Austin, 
Percy  and  Russell.  (7)  William,  born  in  1852, 
died  when  a young  man.  (8)  Lafayette,  horn  in 
1854,  married  Annie  Schroeder.  of  Stroudsburg, 
resides  in  Barrett  township,  and  has  eight  children, 
Zola  B.  (one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Barrett 
township),  Francie  S.,  Charles,  William,  Lulu. 
Harry,  Willard  and  Eva. 


Eleazer  Price,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Bar- 
rett township  August  28,  1842.  He  attended  the 
Canadensis  schools,  three  and  one-half  miles  dis- 
tant, until  i860,  when  the  township  erected  a school 
nearer  his  home.  In  1S64  he  enlisted,  at  Easton, 
in  Company  D,  2nd  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  the 
battery  being  sent  to  Camp  Cadwallader,  Philadel- 
phia, and  remaining  there  until  April,  1864,  when  it 
moved  to  Alexandria,  Ya.  There  the  regiment  was 
formed  and  named  the  "Provisional  2nd."  Our 
subject  was  attached  to  Company  E,  under  Capt. 
Holman,  assigned  to  guard  trains  carrying  provis- 
ions to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  May  4,  1864, 
the  regiment  joined  Burnside's  corps,  and  our  sub- 
ject participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  in  the  engagements  at  Spottsyl vania.  North 
Anna  River  and  Cold  Harbor.  The  regiment 
marched  to  Petersburg,  June  17,  1864,  where  its 
losses  were  extremely  heavy,  exceeding  200  men. 
Here  our  subject  was  held  with  his  regiment  dur- 
ing the  siege,  and  engaged  July  30  in  the  terrible 
battle  of  the  mines,  as  it  is  known  in  history. 
Thence  moving  to  the  left,  to  the  Weldon  railroad, 
the  command  skirmished  and  joined  the  original 
regiment  at  Point  of  Rocks,  Va.  On  September 
29,  1864,  it  was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Har- 
rison, onr  subject  remaining  on  duty  there  until 
fall,  when  they  returned  to  Point  of  Rocks  and  went 
into  winter  cpiarters.  In  the  spring  of  1865  thev 
made  a charge  upon  the  enemy  from  Point  of 
Rocks  with  the  10th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
but  were  entrapped  by  the  Rebels,  the  10th  New 
York  losing  300  men  and  retreating.  After  the 
evacuation  of  Petersburg,  April  2,  the  regiment  was 
taken  to  Chester  Station,  on  the  Weldon  railroad, 
for  some  time,  proceeding  to  the  city  of  Petersburg 
and  doing  provost  duty  until  Lee  surrendered.  Mr. 
Price  was  honorably  discharged  in  January,  1866. 
at  City  Point. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Monroe  countv, 
the  young  soldier  engaged  in  lumbering.  In  1869 
he  married  Miss  Julia  Mole,  daughter  of  William 
Mole,  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  Purchasing  a 
portion  of  his  father's  homestead,  the  part  upon 
which  stood  the  sawmill,  our  subject  has  since  his 
marriage  actively  engaged  in  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. His  wife  died  in  April,  1873,  leaving  three 
children:  Rufus  L.,  Lyman  N.  and  Annie  J. 

Rufus  L.  was  born  in  January,  1870.  and  is  now 
living  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  unmarried,  and  em- 
ployed in  the  hard  rubber  works.  Lyman  was  born 
in  April,  1872,  has  received  a fair  education,  and  is 
now  filling  the  position  of  constable  in  Barrett  town- 
ship. Annie,  born  in  March,  1873,  is  the  wife  of 

! William  F.  Monies,  now  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  stove  works  at  Pittston.  In  August.  1S77. 
our  subject  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  by  this  marriage  has  one  child,  Ira 
S.,  born  in  June,  1878.  and  now  at  home:  he  is  a 
bright  young  man,  and  for  three  years  has  been 
assistant  secretary  of  the  school  board  of  Barrett. 

I Mrs.  Elizabeth  Price  died  in  November,  1S83. 
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Later  our  subject  married  Aliss  Mary  E.  Deubler, 
of  Barrett.  Politically  r.  Price  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  His  father 
was  a Democrat  until  i860,  when,  approving  the 
policy  of  the  Republican  party,  he  became  one  of 
its  adherents,  and  voted  therewith  until  his  death. 
Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  tax  collector,  and 
has  several  times  been  elected  to  the  office  of  school 
director  of  Barrett  township.  He  is  a member  of 
Wadsworth  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Stroudsburg,  and 
of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  He  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

JOHX  L.  CAMPBELL,  for  the  past  ten  years 
a care-taker  of  engines  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railway  Co.  at  Tracyville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  is  a 
well  known  man  in  his  neighborhood.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  county,  born  in  July,  1842,  in  Hones- 
dale,  where  his  parents,  James  and  Annie  (Mc- 
Clain) Campbell,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers. 

James  Campbell  was  born  and  reared  in  Ire- 
land, and  there  married  Annie  McClain,  who  was 
also  a native  of  that  country,  but  received  her  edu- 
cation in  France,  where  she  had  a fine  classical 
training.  In  1842  they  left  Ireland  for  America, 
and  after  landing  in  New  York  City  proceeded  by 
way  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  to  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  which  thriving  place  was 
then  in  its  infancy.  They  made  the  journey  along 
with  the  Blake  brothers.  Air.  Campbell  commenced 
work  at  once  with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co., 
and  he  remained  in  their  employ  until  death  claimed 
him,  in  1871.  From  that  time  until  her  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1891,  the  widow  made  her  home 
with  her  son  John  L.  The  parents  were  both  mem- 
bers of  St.  Johns  Catholic  Church  in  Honesdale. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  children — Eliza- 
beth, John  L.  and  Joseph,  of  whom  Elizabeth  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  remained  there  with  her  grand- 
parents until  she  was  ten  years  of  age,  when  she 
joined  her  parents  in  America.  She  received  her 
schooling  in  Honesdale,  obtaining  a good  practical 
education,  and  later  learned  dressmaking,  which  she 
has  ever  since  followed,  at  present  residing  in  New 
York  City.  She  is  unmarried.  Joseph  was  born 
in  Honesdale  in  1856,  ran  away  from  home  when 
ten  years  of  age,  and  was  last  heard  of  in  1872,  at 
which  time  he  was  in  Texas.  Daniel  Campbell, 
the  only  brother  of  James,  came  to  the  United  States  i 
a few  years  after  him  and  settled  in  Carbondale, 
Lackawanna  county,  where  he  died,  leaving  two 
sons — John  and  Peter,  who  died  and  were  buried 
in  Honesdale — and  one  daughter,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Arthurs,  and  resides  in  Bethany, 
Pennsylvania. 

John  L.  Campbell  grew  to  manhood  in  Hones- 
dale, where  he  was  given  a fair  training  in  the 
common  branches  during  his  attendance  at  the  pub- 
lic schools.  In  early  life  he  commenced  railroad- 
ing on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  road, 
on  which  he  was  employed  for  six  years  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  and  later  he  worked  three  years  for  the 


Delaware  &:  Hudson  Co.  After  his  marriage  lie 
commenced  boating  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
canal,  at  which  he  continued  until  1873,  handling 
anthracite  coal  for  the  eastern  markets,  principallv 
Kingston,  Tidewater  and  New  York.  He  next 
engaged  in  beat  building  and  repairing  with  Sam- 
uel B.  Halley  and  Christopher  Lane,  and  later 
worked  for  Mr.  Thomas  Sweeney  for  some  years, 
after  which  he  entered  the  axe  factory  of  White  & 
Co.  as  a skilled  workman,  remaining  with  them 
until  he  took  his  present  position  with  the  Erie  Co., 
in  18S7.  He  is  employed  as  shifting  engineer,  or 
care-taker,  and  he  bears  the  reputation  of  being  an 
industrious,  reliable  man,  steady  in  his  habits  and 
trustworthy  in  the  capacity  in  which  he  is  engaged. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
preferences,  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active  part 
in  the  workings  of  his  party  and  the  public  affairs 
of  his  locality.  For  -twelve  years  he  has  held  the 
office  of  school  director  in  his  township  and  he  has 
also  served  as  detective  of  the  town  for  one  year, 
having  been  the  first  man  elected  to  that  position. 
He  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

In  July,  1871,  Mr.  Campbell  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Welch,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the 
family  of  six  children  of  William  and  Rose  Welch, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Honesdale  among  its  earliest  residents. 
Their  children  were  Mark ; Alary,  now  Airs.  Henry 
Hagan,  of  Scranton.  Penn. ; William,  who  died  in 
New  York;  Peter,  who  married  and  settled  in  New 
York;  Thomas,  a bargeman,  who  lives  in  Onondaga 
county,  N.  Y. ; and  Julia,  Airs.  Campbell.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Campbell  settled  in  Honesdale  after  their  mar- 
riage, and  a few  years  ago  he  purchased  the  old 
Welch  homestead,  now  one  of  the  comfortable 
homes  in  Tracyville,  which  he  and  his  family  have 
since  occupied.  Six  children  have  blessed  their 
union— William,  born  in  Alay,  1873,  lives  at  home; 
Henrietta,  born  in  December,  1875 ; Robert  Leo. 
born  in  August,  1879,  is  engaged  as  clerk  with 
Alayes  & Hagan,  of  Scranton ; Walter  is  shipping 
clerk  for  Air.  Leonard  Guckenberger.  of  Hones- 
dale; Alary,  born  August  16,  18S4,  is  attending 
school  in  Honesdale;  and  Arthur,  born  in  1887,  died 
in  November,  1888.  Air.  and  Airs.  Campbell  are 
devout  members  of  St.  Johns  Catholic  Church  in 
Honesdale,  and  socially  lie  belongs  to  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians  in  the  same  town. 

CAPT.  JOSEPH  EDWIN  WEBB  (deceased) 
was  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  lo- 
cated here  when  this  locality  was  a wild  and  un- 
improved region.  Our  subject  was  an  important 
factor  in  its  development  and  prosperity,  and  al- 
ways faithfully  performed  his  duties  of  citizenship. 
He  became  widely  and  favorably  known,  made 
many  friends,  and  his  death  was  regarded  as  a loss 
to  the  entire  community. 

Capt.  Webb  was  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Bridgewater  township,  October  22, 
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1S17.  He  was  a son  of  Stephen  and  Olive  (Shal- 
lorj  Webb,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Connecticut,  whence  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1812,  locating  in  Bridgewater  township, 
where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking. 
The  family,  then  consisting  of  parents  and  four 
children,  made  the  journey  in  a wagon  drawn  by 
oxen,  and  with  them  brought  a small  stove,  the 
iron  frame  of  which  is  still  used  by  the  family  in 
their  fireplace.  The  father  was  born  August  21, 
1779,  and  died  July  26,  1836,  while  the  mother  was 
born  October  6,  1778,  and  died  December  n,  1827, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Bridgewater 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Eliza, 
born  August  11,  1804,  died  October  20,  1805  ; Ema- 
line,  born  July  13,  1806,  married  Oran  W illiams, 
and  died  February  19,  1853;  James  H.,  born  April 
1,  1808,  died  April  29,  1S78:  Lynda,  born  October 
ix,  1810,  married  Jeremiah  Stevens,  and  died  May 
6,  1867;  Lucy  A.,  born  May  1,  1813,  married  Julius 
T.  Williams,  and  died  May  16,  1869;  and  Joseph  E. 
completed  the  family.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  a Mrs.  Warner,  but  no  children  were 
born  to  them. 

In  early  life  Capt.  Webb  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  Montrose,  and  also  served  as  deputy 
postmaster  at  that  place  for  three  years.  In  1842 
he  purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the  family, 
comprising  125  acres  of  wild  land,  which  has  since 
been  transformed  into  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  the  locality.  He  was  ever  quite  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  affairs,  especially  with 
the  State  militia,  in  which  he  served  as  first  lieu- 
tenant and  later  as  captain.  His  political  support 
was  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  was  a recognized  leader 
of  the  party  in  his  community.  He  held  several 
township  offices,  such  as  school  director,  etc.,  and 
gave  a liberal  support  to  all  measures  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  He  held  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Montrose,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life 
was  found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him.  He  passed  away  March  4,  1882,  and  was 
buried  in  Bridgewater  township. 

At  Montrose  Capt.  Webb  was  married,  Septem- 
ber 29,  1841,  by  Elder  Albert  Post,  a Baptist  min- 
ister, to  Miss  Susannah  Post  Hinds,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children : George 
W„  born  September  29,  1842,  died  from  the  effects 
of  his  service  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion:  Henry 
F..',  born  July  31,  1844,  married  Jennie  (Thomas) 
Churchill,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin 
township:  Stephen  G..  born  June  6,  1848.  married 
(first)  Viancy  Reynolds,  (second)  Mrs.  Susan  Du 
Bois.  and  now  lives  in  Binghamton,  X.  V.;  Eliza- 
beth P.,  born  November  9,  1850,  married  (first) 
Asa  Kenyon,  and  (second)  Henry  Pittsley,  of 
Sayre.  Penn. ; Frederick  M..  born  September  6.  1853. 
lives  with  his  mother ; William  B., horn  April  23.  1857, 
is  represented  elsewhere;  Huldah  M.,  born  January 
30.  i860,  is  the  widow  of  Bvron  Green,  and  resides 
with  her  mother  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Harrv 


I born  August  4,  1862,  married  Jennie  Wiers,  and 
j is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bridgewater  township, 
j Byron  Green  was  born  August  3,  i860,  was  a farm- 
| er  and  carpenter,  and  died  April  4,  18S7,  leaving  one 
child,  Bina.  He  was  a son  of  Samuel  and  Amanda 
(Dwight)  Green,  the  father  a local  preacher  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  The  Webb  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence in  social  as  well  as  business  circles,  and  two 
j of  ,(he  sons  are  now  successfully  operating  the 
| home  farm,  comprising  200  acres  of  valuable  land 
1 on  the  hill-top.  They  are  wide-awake  and  progress- 
! ive  business  men,  of  known  reliability. 

I Mrs.  Webb,  a most  estimable  lady,  was  born 
f in  Bridgewater  township,  November  25,  1819,  a 
daughter  of  Conrad  Gerard  and  Huldah  (Harris) 
j Hinds,  who  were  natives  of  Middleboro,  Mass.,  and 
j North  Sea,  Long  Island,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
j ried  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  May  2.  1808.  Mr.  Hinds 
became  a prominent  farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, held  a number  of  local  offices  of  trust,  and  was 
j a deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Montrose, 
j He  was  born  January  26,  1785,  and  died  October 
i 26,  i860,  while  his  wife  was  born  January  30.  1791, 
and  died  September  25,  1879,  both  being  buried  on 
j a part  of  the  old  farm  in  Bridgewater  township, 
i Their  children  were  as  follows:  Ruth  A.,  born  June 
I 25,  1811,  married  Benjamin  Holbrook,  and  died 
[ March  7,  1882:  Polly  A.,  born  April  29,  1814.  mar- 
ried Hiram  Hibbart,  and  died  April  18,  1884 : Will- 
j iam  B.,  born  December  25,  1817,  died  October  19,. 
i 1886;  Susannah  P.,  Mrs.  Webb,  born  November  25,. 
1819.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth:  Jane  FI.,  born 
March  1,  1822,  married  Charles  Sprout,  and  died 
September  23,  1889:  Catherine  G..  born  September 
18,  1827,  married  Amos  Sprout,  and  lives  in  Ly- 
coming county,  Penn. ; James  M.,  born  December 
18,  1825,  died  July  20,  1826;  Conrad  G.,  born 
February  18,  1831,  died  December  28,  1S31 ; and 
Huldah  H.,  born  May  29,  1833,  married  Asa  Bur- 
rows, and  lives  in  Lycoming  county.  Mrs.  Webb’s 
paternal  grandparents.  Capt.  Bartlet  and  Agnes 
( Rugg)  Hinds,  of  Middleboro,  Mass.,  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day.  The  grand- 
father was  a distinguished  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  His  children  were  Conrad  G.,  father  of 
Mrs.  Webb ; Susannah,  wife  of  Isaac  Post ; and 
Bartlett,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Mrs. 
Webb’s  maternal  grandparents.  David  and  Hannah 
Harris,  of  Long  Island,  were  also  pioneers  of  Sus- 
! quehanna  county,  where  the  former  took  up  400 
| acres  of  land,  but  as  he  bought  it  under  the  Con- 
necticut title  he  afterward  lost  the  place,  after  hav- 
ing built  thereon  a saw  and  gristmill.  Their  chil— 
| dren  were  Nancy,  wife  of  Samuel  Quick:  Huldah. 

I mother  of  Mrs.  Webb;  and  Hannah,  wife  of  Back- 
us Fessenden. 

G.  EDWIN  BURDICK,  a representative 
citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  countv, 
who  is  actively  identified  with  it?  agricultural  in- 
1 terests.  was  born  in  Providence.  R.  I..  July  16.  1830. 
1 His  father,  Elias  Burdick,  was  a native  of  Flopkin- 
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jA)V,  but  by  industry,  perseverance  and  close  atten- 
tion to  business  has  succeeded  in  securing  a comfort- 
able home  for  himself  and  family.  He  is  a man 
of  sterling  worth,  honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  the  people  of  his  com- 
r.mmtv.  He  ana  his  family  are  connected  with  the 
Catholic  Church  of  Susquehanna.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  has  always  been  a stalwart  Democrat,  and 
although  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  he  never  I 
>erved,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  By  his  second  marriage  Air. 
Crown  has  had  ten  children,  namely  : Katie,  who  was 
born  in  Olyphant,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1S77,  and 
is  now  attending  the  Susquehanna  schools ; Corneli- 
us, born  in  Lanesboro,  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  June,  1S78;  Dominick,  born  in 
the  same  place,  in  April,  1S80;  Mary,  who  was  born 
in  Lanesboro,  in  1882,  and  died  in  childhood;  Mary, 
born  at  the  present  home  of  the  family  in  Oakland 
township,  in  August,  1885;  Willie,  born  in  January, 
1887;  Frank,  born  in  December,  iSSS;  Ellen,  who 
died  in  childhood;  James,  born  in  November,  1893; 
and  Maggie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

DAVID  L.  BRYANT.  The  name  of  Bryant 
is  one  which  will  ever  cling  to  the  first  century  of 
development  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Its 
members  have  been  truly  representative  citizens — 
representatives  of  sterling  traits  of  character,  of  the 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  and  of  the  success  which 
came  to  those  who  persevered. 

David  L.  Bryant,  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship March  5,  1843,  son  of  Enos  and  Almira 
I Lamb)  Bryant.  Enos  Bryant  was  born  in  Marl- 
boro. \ t.,  March  19,  1804,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Marcy  (Philips)  Bryant,  of  Marlboro,  Yt.  Jo- 
seph Bryant,  who  was  of  English  ancestry,  re- 
mained throughout  life  a resident  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  but  several  of  his  children  be- 
came identified  with  the  development  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.  He  was  thrice  married.  By 
his  first  wife,  Annie  Angell,  his  children  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Fanny.  (2)  David  Bryant,  who  came 
when  a young  man  to  Susquehanna,  married  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  Jackson,  where  he  resided  until  : 
his  death,  leaving  a family.  (3)  Jonathan  Bryant 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1793.  (4)  Anna  Bryant, 
born  'in  Vermont  in  1795,  became  the  wife  of  Dea- 
con Norris,  of  Jackson,  where  they  both  died,  leav- 
ing two  sons — Elias  and  Henry — now  residents  of 
New  Mexico,  and  one  daughter — Eliza,  wife  of 
Billings  Burdick,  of  New  Milford.  (5)  Joseph 
Bryant,  born  in  Vermont  in  1797.  came  to  Jackson 
and  for  a short  time  followed  lumbering,  later  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Susquehanna,  where  lie  died.  He 
was  educated  for  the  ministry  and  became  an  ex- 
horter,  often  preaching  in  the  Baptist  Congregation. 
He  left  a family.  (6)  Amy  Bryant  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  April . 1801.  For  his  second  wife,  Joseph 
Bryant  married  Marcy  Philips,  of  Vermont,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  five  children,  namely:  ( 1 ) ' 


Enos  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  (2)  Polly  Bry- 
ant became  the  wife  of  Bowen  Matterson,  of  Jackson, 
where  they  lived  for  some  time  and  then  moved  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  died.  His  wife  returned  to 
Jackson,  where  she  died,  leaving  no  family.  (3J  Ira 
Bryant,  born  in  Vermont,  in  April,  1808,  married  and 
settled  in  Vermont.  (4)  Sebe  Bryant,  born  in  Vermont 
in  1810,  came  to  Jackson,  married  Aliss  Louisa  Fin- 
ney and  settled  near  the  old  home  in  Jackson;  he 
later  moved  to  Susquehanna,  where  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade  until  his  death ; his  wife  is  still  a 
resident  of  that  city.  Fie  left'  two  children — Lydia, 
now  widow  of  George  Brown,  of  Susquehanna,  and 
Olive,  wife  of  a Mr.  Bushneil,  of  5,'mevah.  N.  Y. 
(5)  Alva  Bryant,  born  in  Vermont  in  1S13,  came 
to  Jackson,  and  married  Elizabeth  Gager,  of  Wayne 
I county,  and  he  now  resides  in  Susquehanna.  They 
have  five  children — -Edward,  a resident  of  Susque- 
hanna county;  Will,  of  Susquehanna;  Paulina,  wife 
of  John  Smith,  of  Illinois ; Ira,  of  Wayne  county ; 
and  Fannie,  of  Wayne  county.  On  December  13. 
1831,  Joseph  Bryant  married,  for  his  third  wife, 
Phcebe  Charter.  There  were  no  children  born  of 
this  union. 

Enos  Bryant,  father  of  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  place,  and  early  in  his  'teens  mi- 
grated to  Susquehanna  county,  which  was  then  main- 
ly a wilderness.  In  Jackson  township  he  married 
Aliss  Almira  Lamb,  daughter  of  Alajor  Joel  Lamb, 
who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  American  army  in  the 
war  of  1S12,  and  was  a man  of  superior  strength  of 
body  and  much  force  of  character.  He  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Almira,  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  the  seventh.  He  took  up  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Jackson  township  in  1815,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  the  town- 
ship. After  his  marriage  Enos  Bryant  settled  in  the 
woods  on  the  Lenox  and  Harmony  Pike,  where  he 
cleared  up  a good  farm,  erecting  good  buildings 
and  making  an  attractive  home  in  the  wilderness, 
and  there  he  remained  through  life.  He  was  a 
Henry  Clay  Whig  and  later  a Republican.  For 
many  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jackson 
township.  He  died  in  1873.  and  his  wife  in  1S60. 
Of  their  eight  children,  three — John  F..  Emily  and 
William  H. — died  in  childhood.  The  others  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Frank,  born  in  May,  1828,  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  Curtis,  of  Oakland  township. 
They  resided  in  Jackson,  where  Air.  Washburn  now 
lives,  and  he  cleared  up  a tine  farm  and  erected 
good  buildings.  He  left  a wife  and  four  children, 
Alice,  wife  of  Commodore  Duran,  of  Oakland ; 
Wallace,  a resident  of  Paterson.  N.  J. ; Verne,  wife 
of  Horace  Case,  of  Preston.  Wayne  countv ; and 
Butler,  a resident  of  Delaware  county,  N.  V.  (2} 
Harvey,  born  in  January.  1830.  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war.  enlisting  in  the  177th  P.  V.  I.,  and  par- 
ticipated in  a number  of  battles.  He  married  De- 
mila  Dann,  of  Danville.  N.  V..  and  they  now  reside 
in  Harmony  township.  Their  children  are — Jen- 
nie. Dora,  Ddana.  Della.  Grant  and  Homer.  (3) 
Frederick,  born  in  December,  1S31,  was  well  edu- 
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cated  in  the  Harford  schools  and  was  a teacher  in 
the  county  for  several  years.  He  married  Aiiss 
Adelia  ilarrett,  daughter  of  William  Barrett,  of 
Jackson,  and  they  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
there,  where  he  died  leaving  three  children — Ernest, 
of  Cincinnati ; C.  5.,  now  of  tlie  old  home ; and 
Lula,  wife  of  Lagrand  Larrabee,  of  Susquehanna. 
(4)  John  Newton,  born  in  March,  1840,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  while  in  service 
at  Fort  Lincoln ; he  had  enlisted  in  Company  M,  2nd 
Penn.  Artillery,  was  in  service  two  years  before  his 
death,  and  was  a very  promising  young  man. 

David  L.  Bryant,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest 
of  this  family.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Jackson. 
In  September,  1862,  he.  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
1st  New  York  Mounted  Rilles,  under  Capt.  Masten 
and  Col.  C.  C.  Dodge.  He  was  sworn  in  at  New 
York  as  a private.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  were  the  following:  Zuni, 
October  25,  1862 ; Blackwater  Bridge,  October, 
1862;  Providence  Church,  March,  1863;  Charles 
City,  1863;  Providence  Church,  1863;  James  Ford, 
November,  1862;  Isle  of  Wight,  December  xi, 
1862 ; Edenton  Road,  April,  1863 ; Scotts  Mills, 
May,  1863;  Jackson,  North  Carolina.  July,  1863; 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  in  May  and  June; 
West  Point,  June  15,  1S64;  Darby  Town  Road, 
December  16  to  29;  at  Warsaw:  Seven  Pines 
and  the  fall  of  Petersburg ; at  Weldon  Railroad 
in  1864;  Murfreesboro,  1864;  and  some  other 
eighty-five  engagements.  Fie  re-enlisted  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment  now  known  as  the 
4th  Provisional  Cavalry,  commanded  bv  Col.  Edwin 
Sumner  and  was  mustered  out  on  November  29, 
1865,  at  City  Point,  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant. 

Returning  home  he  married,  in  January,  1S69, 
Miss  Abbie  Lewis,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  A.  Lewis,  members  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  New  Milford.  They  settled  at  his  present  home 
in  Jackson,  where  he  bought  the  James  Potter  im- 
provement. On  this  place  he  erected  a fine  two- 
story  house,  good,  substantial  barns,  and  made  gen- 
eral improvements,  now  owning  one  of  the  well- 
cultivated  farms  of  Jackson  township.  His  worthy 
wife  died  October  12,  1879,  leaving  three  children: 
Minnie  M.,  born  in  1871,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Tuck- 
er, who  is  in  mercantile  business  at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; 
Forest  L..  born  April  14,  1874.  also  in  mercantile 
business  in  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; and  Grace  L.,  born  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Perry,  of  Jack- 
son.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject  in  1880  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
She  was  horn  in  New  Milford  in  March.  1854.  Bv 
his  second  marriage  our  subject  has  five  children  : 
Frank  N\,  born  October  21,  1881  ; Bertie  F..  born 
June  24,  1883:  Leon  D.,  born  May  3.  1S86:  Benja- 
min II.,  born  June  28,  1888;  and  Tracy  L.,  born 
May  19,  1896. 

Politically  Mr.  Bryant  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  held  the 


office  of  supervisor  of  Jackson  nine  years.  Relig- 
iously himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Our  subject  is  a prominent  member 
of  Myron  French  Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Jack- 
son.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  old  re- 
spected family  from  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county  when  life  was  a 
struggle  to  make  a home  from  the  wilderness : 
through  their  persevering  energy  and  honest  indus- 
try, they,  like  many  other  New  England  families 
who  came  here,  became  prosperous.  They  cleared 
up  good  farms,  erected  good  homes  and  became 
iclentified  with  all  the  interests  of  their  new  homes 
in  Pennsylvania.  Their  sires  were  honest  and  God- 
loving  people  who  helped  to  establish  schools  and 
churches,  and  were  leading  men  and  women  in  their 
day.  The  present  generation  are  men  of  worth  and 
are  well-known  in  this  county  as  among  the  solid 
citizens.  Our  subject, ‘David  L.,  has  been  identified 
with  all  the  local  interests  of  Jackson  from  his 
youth.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  offered 
his  services  and  life  to  the  Government  in  defense 
of  his  country,  and  as  a soldier  he  did  his  full  duty, 
as  the  many  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
will  testify.  As  a citizen  our  subject  is  loved  and 
respected,  for  his  neighbors  speak  of  him  and  family 
in  the  highest  terms. 

TIFFANY.  Of  the  sturdy  men  and  women 
who  came  to  the  wilds  of  northeastern  Pensylva- 
nia  a century  or  more  ago  and  made  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  posterity,  cleared  up  the  for- 
ests, dotted  its  hillsides  and  valleys  with  churches 
and  school  houses,  and  otherwise  aided  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  grand  county  of  Susquehanna, 
with  its  high  character  of  citizens,  none  were  of  a 
better  type  than  those  corning  from  Attleboro. 
Mass.,  among  whom  were  the  Tiffanys. 

Along  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth,  there 
came  to  northeastern  Pennsylvania  from  the  New 
England  homestead  of  the  Tiffany  family  at  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  several  brothers,  sons  of  John  and 
Deliverance  ( Parmenter)  Tiffany,  among  whom 
were  Capt.  John  Tiffany,  who  settled  at  Alt.  Pleas- 
ant. Wayne  county;  Humphrey,  Zachariah  and 
Hezekiah  Tiffany,  in  New  York;  and  Noah.  Hosea. 
and  Thomas  Tiffany,  in  Susquehanna  county — all 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  These  several  brothers 
had  descended  from  Esquire  Humphrey  Tiffany, 
who  came  from  England  in  1663,  and  settled  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  their  line  being  through  James 
and  John. 

Hosea  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  born  in  1754,  was  the  leader  of  the 
"Nine  Partners’’  who  came  to  the  lands  of  Susque- 
hanna (then  Luzerne)  county  in  the  spring  of  1790 
and  purchased  a tract  of  land  four  miles  long  and 
one  mile  wide,  lying  in  what  is  now  Harford  town- 
ship. In  1792  lie  came  with  his  family  and  set- 
tled permanently.  He  was  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners of  Luzerne  county  before  the  formation 
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cated  in  the  Harford  schools  and  was  a teacher  in  ! 
the  county  for  several  years.  He  married  .Miss 
Adelia  Barrett,  daughter  of  William  Barrett,  of  ; 
Jackson,  and  they  settled  on  the  old  homestead  j 
there,  where  he  died  leaving  three  children— Ernest, 
of  Cincinnati;  C.  5.,  now  of  the  old  home;  and  , 
Lula,  wife  of  Lagrand  Larrabee,  of  Susquehanna.  ; 
(4)  John  Newton,  born  in  March,  1840,  was  a | 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  while  in  service 
at  Fort  Lincoln ; he  had  enlisted  in  Company  M,  2nd 
Penn.  Artillery,  was  in  service  two  years  before  his  ! 
death,  and  was  a very  promising  young  man. 

David  L.  Bryant,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest  1 
of  this  family.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  r 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Jackson.  I 
In  September,  1862,  he.  enlisted  in  Company  M,  i 
1st  New  York  Mounted  Rilles,  under  Capt.  Masten 
and  Col.  C.  C.  Dodge.  He  was  sworn  in  at  New 
York  as  a private.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  were  the  following:  Zuni, 
October  25,  1862;  Blackwater  Bridge,  October, 
1862;  Providence  Church,  March,  1863;  Charles 
City,  1863;  Providence  Church,  1863;  James  Ford, 
November,  1862;  Isle  of  Wight,  December  11, 
1862;  Edenton  Road,  April,  1863;  Scotts  Mills, 
May,  1863;  Jackson,  North  Carolina,  July,  1863; 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  in  May  and  June ; 
West  Point,  June  15,  1864;  Darby  Town  Road, 
December  16  to  29 ; at  Warsaw : Seven  Pines 
and  the  fall  of  Petersburg;  at  Weldon  Railroad 
in  1864;  Murfreesboro,  1864;  and  some  other 
eighty-five  engagements.  Fie  re-enlisted  in  the  i 
same  company  and  regiment  now  known  as  the 
4th  Provisional  Cavalry,  commanded  bv  Col.  Edwin  '■ 
Sumner  and  was  mustered  out  on  November  29,  ! 
1865,  at  City  Point,  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of  ser-  j 
geant. 

Returning  home  he  married,  in  January,  1869,  ' 
Miss  Abbie  Lewis,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  : 
Mary  A.  Lewis,  members  of  one  of  the  old  families  ! 
of  New  Milford.  They  settled  at  his  present  home  : 
in  Jackson,  where  he  bought  the  James  Potter  im- 
provement. On  this  place  he  erected  a fine  two- 
story  house,  good,  substantial  barns,  and  made  gen- 
eral improvements,  now  owning  one  of  the  well- 
cultivated  farms  of  Jackson  township.  His  worthy 
wife  died  October  12.  1879.  leaving  three  children: 
Minnie  M.,  born  in  1871,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Tuck- 
er, who  is  in  mercantile  business  at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; 
Forest  L..  born  April  14,  1874.  also  in  mercantile 
business  in  Deposit,  N.  Y. : and  Grace  L.,  born  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Perry,  of  Jack-  | 
son.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject  in  18S0  mar-  I 
ried  Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
She  was  born  in  New  Milford  in  March.  1854.  By 
his  second  marriage  our  subject  has  five  children  : 
Frank  N„  born  October  21,  1881  ; Bertie  I7.,  born 
June  24,  1883;  Leon  D.,  born  May  3,  1S86:  Benja- 
min IT,  born  June  28,  1888;  and  Tracy  L.,  born 
May  19,  1896. 

Politically  Mr.  Bryant  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  held  the 


office  of  supervisor  of  Jackson  nine  years.  Relig- 
iously himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Our  subject  is  a prominent  member 
of  Myron  French  Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R..  of  Jack- 
son.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  old  re- 
spected family  from  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county  when  life  was  a 
struggle  to  make  a home  from  the  wilderness ; 
through  their  persevering  energy  and  honest  indus- 
try, they,  like  many  other  New  England  families 
who  came,  here,  became  prosperous.  They  cleared 
up  good  farms,  erected  good  homes  and  became 
identified  with  all  the  interests  of  their  new  homes 
in  Pennsylvania.  Their  sires  were  honest  and  God- 
loving  people  who  helped  to  establish  schools  and. 
churches,  and  were  leading  men  and  women  in  their 
day.  The  present  generation  are  men  of  worth  and 
are  well-known  in  this  county  as  among  the  solid 
citizens.  Our  subject, ‘David  L.,  has  been  identified 
with  all  the  local  interests  of  Jackson  from  his 
youth.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  offered 
ins  services  and  life  to  the  Government  in  defense 
of  his  country,  and  as  a soldier  he  did  his  full  duty, 
as  the  many  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
will  testify.  As  a citizen  our  subject  is  loved  and 
respected,  for  his  neighbors  speak  of  him  and  family 
in  the  highest  terms. 


TIFFANY.  Of  the  sturdy  men  and  women 
who  came  to  the  wilds  of  northeastern  Pensylva- 
nia  a century  or  more  ago  and  made  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  posterity,  cleared  up  the  for- 
ests, dotted  its  hillsides  and  valleys  with  churches 
and  school  houses,  and  otherwise  aided  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  grand  county  of  Susquehanna, 
with  its  high  character  of  citizens,  none  were  of  a 
better  type  than  those  coming  from  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  among  whom  were  the  Tiffanys. 

Along  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth,  there 
came  to  northeastern  Pennsylvania  from  the  New 
England  homestead  of  the  Tiffany  family  at  Attle- 
boro. Mass.,  several  brothers,  sons  of  John  and 
Deliverance  (Parmenter)  Tiffany,  among  whom 
were  Capt.  John  Tiffany,  who  settled  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Wayne  county;  Humphrey,  Zachariah  and 
Hezekiah  Tiffany,  in  New  York:  and  Noah.  Hosea. 
and  Thomas  Tiffany,  in  Susquehanna  county — all 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  These  several  brothers 
had  descended  from  Esquire  Humphrey  Tiffany, 
who  came  from  England  in  1663,  and  settled  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  their  line  being  through  James 
and  John. 

Hosea  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  born  in  1754,  was  the  leader  of  the 
"Nine  Partners’’  who  came  to  the  lands  of  Susque- 
hanna ( then  Luzerne)  county  in  the  spring  of  1700 
and  purchased  a tract  of  land  four  miles  long  and 
one  mile  wide,  lying  in  what  is  now  Harford  town- 
ship. In  1792  lie  came  with  his  family  and  set- 
tled permanently.  He  was  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners of  Luzerne  county  before  the  formation 
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of  the  county  of  Susquehanna,  and  of  the  new 
county  in  1814;  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace  from 
1799  until  1812,  when  Susquehanna  county  was 
erected.  His  cabin  home  stood  on  the  present  site 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Harford.  He  had 
married,  in  -Massachusetts,  Anna  A.  Wilmarth,  and 
their  children,  born  before  they  came  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, were:  Plosea,  Amos  and  Nancy.  The  father 
died  in  1833.  Hosea  Tiffany,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
county  commissioners  in  1822.  In  about  1813  he 
was  commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace,  which 
office  he  resigned  in  1826,  but  was'.again  commis- 
sioned in  1831  and  served  until  his  death  in  1836. 
He  married  Polly  Sweet.  Amos  Tiffany  as  early 
as  1817  kept  a tavern,  residing  in  the  homestead  of 
his  father,  and  later  built  what  was  known  as  the 
"Cow  House,-’  in  Harford.  Of  the  next  generation 
(grandchildren  of  Hosea  Tiffany),  William  C.  Tif- 
fany, son  of  Hosea  Tiffany,  Jr.,  succeeded  his  father 
to  the  homestead  and  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  a number  of  years. 

Thomas  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  was  born  in  1756,  and  married,  in  1779, 
Melatiah  Tingley,  who  was  born  in  1762,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Tingley,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  In  the 
fall  of  1794  Thomas  Tiffany  with  his  family  joined 
the  "Nine  Partners"  settlement.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  in  died  1835.  The  children  born  to  them  in 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  were  Lorinda,  Alfred,  Thomas, 
Pelatiah,  Tingley,  Dalton  and  Lewis,  while  those 
born  after  their  settlement  in  Pennsylvania  were 
Betsey,  Millie,  Preston  and  Orville.  The  father  lo- 
cated on  a part  of  the  "Nine  Partners"  tract  of  land, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming  throughout  life.  He 
was  commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1799.  Of 
the  children.  Alfred  settled  near  Kingsley's  Sta- 
tion, and  there  resided  until  his  death,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Judson.  Thomas  resided  north 
of  the  “Nine  Partners."  Pelatiah  resided  in  Brooklyn 
township.  Dalton  was  a resident  of  Harford,  on 
lands  adjoining  the  old  homestead.  Lewis  lived  ad- 
joining his  brother  Thomas,  Preston  lived  m Dim- 
ock township,  and  Orville  in  Wyoming  county, 
Tingley  settled  north  of  the  "Nine  Partners"  set- 
tlement: he  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Noah  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  was  born  July  7,  1732.  His  first  wife, 
Hannah  (Carpenter),  was  born  in  1761,  and  died 
it.  1783,  anil  on  September  25.  1786,  he  married  i 
Mary  Olney.who  was  born  in  1759.  and  died  in  1837, 
in  Gibson,  I’enn.  He  settled  in  Brooklyn  township  in 
1809,  and,  like  his  brothers,  Hosea  and  Thomas,  was 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  He  owned  the  land  on  which  a part  of 
Brooklyn  village,  in  the  Hop  Bottom  Valiev,  stands. 
In  1810  Joshua  Miles  built  a large  frame  house  in  the 
village  which  afterward  became  known  as  the  ’’Ab- 
bey," and  in  this  Noah  Tiffany  kept  the  postoffice 
and  hotel  in  1817.  He  died  July  19.  1818,  and  was 
succeeded  as  postmaster  by  his  son,  Arunali  Tiffany. 
Noah  Tiffany  was  a member  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Bridgewater,  organized  in 


Brooklyn  in  1810,  and  was  a deacon  of  the  Society 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1818.  The  children  of 
his  first  marriage  were:  Jemima,  born  August  2, 

1782,  married,  November  n,  1804,  Eliab  Parrar, 
and  died  April  21,  1874.  Hannah,  born  December 
16,  1783,  married,  September  19,  1810,  \\  ells  Stan- 
ley, and  died  March  4,  1874.  Arunah  is  men- 
tioned farther  on.  To  the  second  marriage  were 
born:  Olney,  born  in  1787,  married  Mercy  Mil- 
ler, and  died  May  2,  1831.  Mary,  born  September 
15,  1789,  married,  June  12,  1814,  Charles  Perrigo, 
and  died  March  25,  1819.  Amy,  born  August  9, 
1791,  died  March  1,  1808.  Noah,  born  May  10, 
1793,  married,  November  25,  1817,  Charlotte  Sea- 
ver,  and  died  December  25,  1878.  John,  born  May 
22,  1795,  married  Catharine  Van  Bratner,  and  died 
in  January,  1863.  Clarissa  married,  in  1829,  David 
Waterman,  and  died  January  22,  1869.  Loring, 

born  January  20,  1798,  died  October  24,  1805. 
Melinda,  born  October  16,  1801,  married,  January 
11,  1825,  Myron  Lindsey,  and  died  December  16, 
1891. 

Arunah  Tiffany,  son  of  Noah  Tiffany,  and  the 
father  of  Hon.  George  B.  Tiffany,  of  Gibson,  was 
born  Augut  8,  1785,  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  came 
to  what  is  now  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  ,1806,  settling  on  the  highest  point  of 
"Kentuck”  hill,  a locality  that  is  said  to  have  taken 
its  name  from  an  incident  occurring  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  country.  As  related,  an  old  Ken- 
tucky hunter  came  through  the  western  part  of 
Gibson  township,  and,  being  struck  with  the  beau- 
tiful country,  said  it  was  "equal  to  old  Kentuck." 
No  one  visiting  this  locality  can  fail  to  admire  the 
scenery,  so  varied  and  pleasing,  and  the  rich  lands 
which  make  this  section  not  unworthy  its  frequent 
designation— -"the  garden  of  the  county."’  All  the 
prominent  points  of  neighboring  townships  are  re- 
vealed with  the  distinctness  peculiar  to  a clear  atmos- 
phere. The  slopes  furnish  unsurpassed  grazing,  as 
the  butter  of  the  township  well  attests.  The  farm- 
houses, with  the  grounds  around  them,  evince  to  the 
passer-by  the  taste  and  wealth  of  the  present  in- 
habitants. After  a trip,  in  1870.  through  Gibson 
and  Jackson  townships,  a party  thus  wrote  of  them  : 
“They  are  devoted  mainly  to  dairying.  We  judge 
from  what  we  learned  during  our  trip  that  Gibson 
sold  fully  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
butter  last  year,  and  that  Jackson,  did  about  the 
same.  The  farmers  are  thrifty  and  rapidly  accu- 
mulating wealth.  We  saw  many  fine  herds  of  cat- 
tle, and  not  one  unstabled  or  poorly  cared  for."' 
As  stated,  here  on  the  highest  point  of  "Kentuck" 
hill  Arunah  Tiffany  settled  in  1S06.  and  here  amid 
productive  orchards  and  gardens  he  remained — 
with  the  exception  of  two  years,  in  about  1818  and 
1819,  passed  in  Brooklyn — throughout  his  long  life, 
which  closed  in  1863,  when  he  was  aged  seventv- 
eight  years;  and  here,  too,  has  dwelt  and  still  re- 
sides his  son,  Hon.  George  B.  Tiffany. 

On  October  1,  1809,  Arunah  Tiffany  married 
Lucy  Follett,  born  August  29,  1791,  daughter  of 
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Robert  Follett,  Mr.  Follett  being  one  of  the  “Nine 
Partners"  who,  in  February,  1792,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter  Lucy,  accompanied  Hosea  Tiffany 
and  family  to  the  settlement  previously  made  in 
what  is  now  Susquehanna  county,  all  traveling  by 
ox-teams ; the  women  were  the  first  white  women 
in  that  section.  Walter  Follett,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Robert  Follett.  became  coroner  of  the  county  in 
1836  and  sheriff  in  1839.  In  looking  over  the 
records  of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church, 
which  was  organized  in  1800.  we  see  the  names  of 
Lucy  Follett  and  Arunah  Tiffany.  Lucy  (Fol- 
lett) Tiffany  died  May  6,  1836,  and  in  1841  Mr. 
Tiffany  married  Mrs.  Clarissa  (Lawrence)  Bron- 
son, born  in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  June  23,  1801, 
daughter  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Fligley)  Lawrence, 
the  former  being  a son  of  Hon.  John  Lawrence, 
who  for  many  years  was  State  treasurer  of  Con- 
necticut, and  whose  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Ann 
Burr.  Arunah  Tiffany's  children  were:  (1)  Ca- 

lista  Caroline,  born  September  22,  1811,  married, 
January  1,  1835.  Ebenezer  Leighton,  of  Franklin 
township,  who  died  in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  May  24. 
1847.  She  then  married,  November  21,  1848, 

Frederick  Lines,  who  died  at  Great  Bend  in  1888. 
She  died  January  23,  1892.  (2)  Ferdinand  Bal- 

comb,  born  February  8,  1815,  married,  July  4,  1840, 
Chloe  H.  Dibble,  and  died  August  3,  1840.  (3) 

One  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Loring  Olney,  bofn  Oc- 
tober 11,  1819.  married,  November  18.  1845,  Har- 
riet N.  Hyde,  daughter  of  Rev.  Eli  Hyde:  she. died 
in  1847,  and  on  May  28,  1850,  he  married  Susan 
C.  Gregg,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in 
Harford  township,  June  17,  1878.  On  October.  2. 
1879,  he  married  Martha  Jane  Goodman,  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  live  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  (5)  Harriet  Newell, 
born  May  29,  1829,  married,  February  26.  1856, 
Ambrose  F.  Brundage,  who  died  May  2,  1896. 
(6)  Newell  Schuyler,  born  November  3,  1833,  died 
January  14,  1852.  (7)  George  B.  is  referred  to 

farther  on. 

Hox.  George  B.  Tiffany,  sOn  of  the  late 
Arunah  Tiffany,  and  a colleague  of  Hon.  James  W. 
Adams  in  the  State  Legislature  from  Susquehanna 
county,  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  farmers 
of  this  section.  He  was  born  June  14.  1842.  on 
his  father's  farm  on  "Kentuck"  hill,  amid  the  beau- 
tiful country  pictured  above,  where  he  was  reared 
and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1863,  on  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Con- 
federate forces,  young  Tiffany  became  a member 
of  Company  D (commanded  by  Capt.  C.  C.  Hal- 
sey), 35th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  an 
emergency  regiment  that  was  mustered  into  the  \ 
United  States  service  July  2,  18(13,  and  mustered 
out  August  7 of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Tiffany  has 
ever  taken  a deep  interest  in  military  matters,  and 
is  now  the  colonel  commanding  the  Eastern  Bat- 
talion of  the  County  Veteran  Association.  He  has 
been  a member  of  Post  No.  452.  G.  A.  R..  at  South 
Gibson,  since  its  organization,  and  is  at  this  time 


past  commander.  Mr.  Tiffany  has  held  various 
local  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  Gibson, 
and  in  1898  was  one  of  the  nominees  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  for  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  November 
of  that  year.  Of  the  candidacy  of  Air.  Tiffany  and 
colleague  one  of  the  Montrose  papers  said  : "Adams 
and  1 iffany  are  honest  men,  who  will  support  such 
legislation  as  they  believe  to  be  for  the  good  of  the 
people.  No  corruption  or  jobbery  will  ever  be  ap- 
proved by  the  vote  of  Adams  and  Tiffany."  Dur- 
ing the  session  of  1899  our  subject  served  as  sec- 
retary of  the  committee  on  Banks,  and  also  as 
member  of  the  committee  on  Agriculture — one  of 
the  most  important  committees  of  the  House.  He 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Adams,  devoted  all  their 
energies  to  the  passage  of  the  Erie  Bonus  Bill,  a 
bill  in  which  Susquehanna  county  was  deeply  in- 


convention held  at  Montrose  March  8,  1900.  Mr. 
Tiffany  was  honored  with  nomination — by  accla- 
mation— for  a second  term  as  legislator. 

Mr.  Tiffany  is  a man  of  the  highest  integrity, 
and  has  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  a large 
degree.  He  is  special  correspondent  and  also 
statistical  agent  for  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Agriculture,  and  has  been  congratulated  by  the 
officials  for  the  accuracy  of  his  reports  as  to  agri- 
cultural prospects.  From  a point  just  west  of  his 
beautiful  home  one  can  see,  with  the  aid  of  a field 
glass,  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Ararat  and 
Harford,  the  Soldiers  Orphans  School  buildings 
in  Harford,  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Gibson. 

On  January  7,  1874.  Mr.  Tiffany  was  married 
to  Hattie  Celinda,  daughter  of  Lafayette  and  Har- 
riet (Payne)  Wilmarth,  natives  of  Susquehanna 
county,  both  now  deceased.  They  were  farming 
people.  Capt.  Oliver  Payne,  Mrs.  Tiffany's  mater- 
nal grandfather,  was  a native  of  Lebanon,  Conn., 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Gibson  township, 
where  he  ended  his  days.  Mrs.  Tiffany  has  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters:  Walter  W..  a successful 

farmer  of  Harford  township.  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty : L.  Duane,  who  has  made  his  home  in  South 
Dakota  and  the  West  for  the  past  twenty-nine 
years:  Maria,  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Adams,  of  Har- 
ford : and  Ella  E..  wife  of  Oscar  G.  Larrabee.  of 
Susquehanna  ( he  served  through  the  Civil  war, 
being  a member  of  Rickett's  Battery).  Mrs.  Tiffany 
is  a member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Gibson,  and  Mr.  Tiffany,  though  not  a member,  is 
one  of  its  active  workers  and  liberal  supporters, 
having  served  as  trustee  for  over  twenty  years. 

EDRICK  R.  GELATT.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a successful  agriculturist  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  a worthy  represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  that  section 
(of  which  a more  complete  account  appears  else- 
where). He  was  born  in  Gibson  township.  July 
1 1,  i860,  the  son  of  Richard  W.  Gelatt.  a well-known 
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resident  of  Gibson  township,  and  grew  to  manhood 
at  the  old  homestead.  On  leaving  home  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  rented  a farm  in  Gibson  township 
for  a vear,  but  the  next  two  years  were  spent  in  as- 
sisting his  father  in  his  wagon  works  at  Gelatt.  He 
then  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres  from  his  father  and  turned  his  attention  to 
general  farming.  As  a good  citizen  Mr.  Gelatt 
gives  efficient  aid  to  every  worthy  movement  in  his 
locality  and  he  is  a leading  worker  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  holding  the  office  of  treasurer.  He  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  local  Grange,  and  in  pol- 
itics is  independent,  with  an  inclination  toward  the 
Prohibition  party.  For  three  years  he  served  as 
school  director. 

On  March  29,  1883,  Mr.  Gelatt  was  married  at 
New  Milford  to  Miss  Addie  Foster,  and  they  have 
had  five  children:  Belle  A.,  born  April  11,  1884; 

May  E.,  February  8,  1889;  Myron  E.,  July  27,  1891 ; 
Sue  I..  March  24,  1894;  and  Hugh  G..  July  6,  1897. 
Mrs.  Gelatt,  who  is  also  of  good  pioneer  stock,  was 
born  September  9,  1861,  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Dan- 
iel and  Betsey  (Miller)  Foster,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, but  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  early 
life,  and  were  married  in  Bridgewater  township, 
where  they  settled  upon  a farm.  Orin  Foster,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Gelatt,  was  born  in  Bridgewater 
township,  March  25,  1833,  and  after  many  years  of 
successful  work  as  an  agriculturist,  he  is  living  in 
retirement  upon  his  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  located  in  i8=;8.  He 
was  married  in  September,  1857,  to  Nancy  Wash- 
burn, who  was  born  May  5,  1838.  in  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  the  daughter  of  Dexter 
and  Abby  (Doughty)  Washburn.  Her  father  died 
in  Jackson  township  and  her  mother  in  Lackawanna  ! 
^county.  Of  the  three  children  of  Orin  and  Xancv  ; 
Foster,  the  eldest,  Daniel  D.,  married  Miss  Rena 
uoote,  and  resides  at  the  homestead ; Addie  E.  is  the  : 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Etta  V.  married  Elbert  I. 
Barnes,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township. 

A.  S.  BAILEY,  a leading  farmer  and  dairy- 
man of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn..  1 
was  born  in  Scott  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  this 
State,  October  18,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  Olney  Bailee,  j 
who  followed  farming  in  the  latter  county  and  there 
cleared  160  acres  of  land,  now  known  as  the  Scott  j 
poor  farm.  Ibis  he  sold  in  1S62,  and  bv  trade  came  I 
into  possession  of  120  acres  in  Dimock  township,  j 
Susquehanna  county,  much  of  which  was  improved. 
Here  he  carried  on  the  occupations  of  fanning  and 
dairying  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  departed 
this  life  in  1889,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  his 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susan  Tinkham, 
died  January  12,  1892,  aged  seventy.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  in  which 
struggle  he  participated  for  one  year,  and  later  sup- 
ported the  Republican  partv. 

During  his  childhood,  A.  S.  Bailey  came  with 


his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  its  common  schools.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  worked  fourteen  and  one-half  years 
for  Dr.  W.  F.  Norris  as  foreman  011  his  farm  in 
Dimock,  and  also  ran  a threshing  machine.  In 
1867  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  still 
owns,  and  in  1884  bought  sixty  acres,  a part  of 
which  he  has  since  sold,  while  the  remainder  contin- 
ues to  be  his  home.  He  also  owns  a house  and  lot 
adjoining  this  property,  and  altogether  in  Dimock 
and  Springville  townships  has  195  acres  of  land, 
mostly  improved,  and  forty  acres  of  wood  land. 
With  the  exception  of  his  home  farm,  he  rents 
his  -land,  which  is  operated  on  the  shares.  He  is 
engaged  in  general  farming,  but  makes  a specialty 
of  dairying,  and  has  a fine  herd  of  twenty-one  cows 
for  that  purpose.  He  is  an  energetic  and  progres- 
sive business  man  and  due  success  has  not  been  de- 
nied him. 

In  Dimock  township,-  in  September,  18S5.  Mr. 
Bailey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Zvlabei  S. 
Tingley,  a daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sophia  (Thayer) 
Tingley,  who  were  married  April  5.  1863.  Her  fa- 
ther spent  his  entire  life  in  Dimock  township,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  born 
in  1844,  was  a soldier  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 
soon  after  his -return  home  in  1864.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1843,  and  died  in  1884.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Tarbell  ) Thayer. 
Mrs.  Bailey's  paternal  grandparents  were  Mason 
and  Lydia  (Frink)  Tingley.  William  Thayer  was 
born  in  New  York  State  and  is  one  of  a family  of 
eighteen  children.  He  is  now  eighty-four  years  of 
age  and  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Bailey  was  born  February  24,  1864.  and  is  the  older 
of  two  children,  the  other  being  Jay  T..  who  was 
born  in  June,  1865,  and  is  a resident  of  Dimock 
township.  By  her  marriage  to  our  subject  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children : William,  bom 
August  18,  1891  ; and  Lena,  born  July  19.  1896. 
The  former  is  now  attending  school. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Bailee  has 
been  a pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  has  served 
on  the  election  board  several  times,  has  been  town- 
ship treasurer  three  years,  and  is  now  filling  the 
office  of  school  director  for  the  first  time.  Fie  at- 
tends Church  and  gives  liberally  to  its  support,  and 
socially  has  been  identified  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  at  Montrose  for  twenty  years, 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Grange  at  Springville.  As  a 
man  and  citizen  he  is  worthy  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  uniformly  held  by  all  who  know  him. 

SILAS  HENRY  MAXZER.  a farmer  of  Gib- 
son township,  Susquehanna  countv,  is  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  as  a citizen  has  shown  himself 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  various  progres- 
sive movements  of  the  time. 

His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  New  York 
State  and  the  family  has  been  identified  with  agri- 
cultural interests  for  several  generations.  John  Man- 
zer,  his  great-grandfather,  and  Christopher  Manzer, 
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his  grandfather,  were  farmers  at  Northampton,  N. 
Y.,  and  his  father,  John  G.  Manzer,  who  is  now  a res- 
ident of  Gibson  township,  followed  agriculture  until 
his  retirement  in  1895.  Christopher  Manzer,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  died  at  his  house  near  North- 
ampton, N.  Y.,  in  1868,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife,  Rachel  Draught,  who  died  in  1872,  aged 
sixty-eight,  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Saloma 
Draught,  of  Northampton.  Christopher  Manzer 
and  his  wife  had  the  following  children : John  G., 
our  subject’s  father;  Catherine,  who  married  Chap- 
man Gage,  a farmer  at  Macedon,  N.  Y. ; Sabrina, 
who  married  P.  Austin,  of  West  Burlington,  N.  Y., 
who  lost  an  arm  while  serving  in  the  army ; Albert, 
a farmer  of  Westford,  N.  Y. ; Martha,  wife  of  Mr. 
Ham,  a carpenter  at  Garland,  Ivans. ; Silas,  de- 
ceased; Edgar,  deceased ; Lydia ; Harvey,  a farmer, 
at  Brisbon,  N.  Y. ; and  Nancy,  who  resides  in 
Macedon,  N.  Y. 

John  G.  Manzer  was  born  September  28,  1822, 
at  Northampton,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1872,  locating  in  Gibson  township,  where 
he  now  resides  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
As  a citizen  he  is  much  respected  and  he  has  been 
elected  to  various  local  offices  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  For  two  years  he  was  supervisor  in  Gib- 
son township,  but  resigned,  and  while  residing  in 
New  York  State  he  served  two  years  as  pathmaster. 
He  was  married  first  on  January  27,  1842,  at  Oaks- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  to  Matilda  Bunn,  daughter  of  John 
Bunn,  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  Bridge- 
port, N.  Y.,  in  December,  1855,  and  on  November 
4,  1857,  he  was  married  at  Westford,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary 
Black.  On  November  8,  1885,  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  to  Mrs.  Catherine  Holden  Clinton, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  at  Orange,  N.  J. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  children,  viz.: 
"*■'  S.  Henry,  our  subject;  William,  a carpenter  at 
Coope  rstown,  N.  Y. ; and  Albert,  deceased.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  were  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows : Mariette  married  Alvey  Allen,  a farmer  in 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Fred  P., 
a farmer  at  Banner,  Ivans. ; Emily,  who  married 
George  Tompkins,  of  Dimock  township;  and  George 
W.,  a farmer  at  South  Montrose. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  5.  1842,  in 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  his  youth  passed  without 
notable  incident.  On  October  6,  1861,  he  enlisted 
there  in  the  152nd  N.  Y.  Yol.  Inf.,  under  Capt. 
Wall,  for  the  term  of  three  years.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Camp  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained one  year  and  ten  months,  typhoid  fever  and 
lung  troubles  disabling  him.  He  was  taken  ill  while 
stationed  at  Camp  Marcv,  and  after  six  months  in 
the  regimental  hospital  was  sent  home  on  a sixty- 
days  furlough,  and  later  was  discharged.  The 
next  six  months  were  spent  at  home,  but  he  then 
located  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  passed  the  first  year  under  the  doctor's  care, 
and  three  years  farming  on  the  shares.  He  next 
purchased  a farm  on  East  Mountain,  but  this  he 


sold  a year  later  and  for  two  years  he  rented  a farm 
at  Smiley  Hollow,  and  for  seven  years  he  owned 
and  operated  another  farm  in  the  township,  before 
purchasing  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  near  Gelatt.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  is  prominently  identified  with  the  G. 

A.  R.,  Myron  French  Post  No.  512,  and  with  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Jackson,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  trustee. 

On  October  5,  1864,  he  was  married,  at  Har- 
ford, to  Miss  Ophelia  Howell,  who  was  born  in 
Gibson  township,  December  1,  1845,  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mahaley  J.  (Pickering)  Howell,  well 
known  residents  of  that  township.  Five  children 
have  brightened  our  subject’s  home,  viz.:  William 
H.,  born  July  12,  1865,  married  Catherine  Thomas, 
and  resides  on  a farm  in  Gibson  township ; Etta, 
born  March  1,  1868,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year,  ten 
months  and  seventeen  days ; Ida  B.,  born  December 
19,  1869,  married  Leslie  Warner,  a farmer  in  Ara- 
rat township,  Susquehanna  county  ; Frankie  E.,  born 
December  3,  1872,  married  Ransler  Stone,  a mer- 
chant at  Gelatt;  Lena  E.,  born  February  21,  1S75, 
married  Harvey  Whitney,  a farmer  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. 

DAVID  JAMES  HILLIS,  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  popular  citizens  of  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  there,  July'  21,  1846,  and 
is  a son  of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Pepper)  Hillis, 
the  former  a native  of  County  Monaghan,  Ireland, 
the  latter  of  Connecticut.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  the  father  came  to  America,  accompanied  by 
two  cousins,  Robert  and  John  Hillis.  and  he  locat- 
ed first  in  Herrick,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  It  was  in 
Susquehanna  county,  however,  that  he  married 
Mary  A.  . Pepper,  who,  when  a child  of  five  years,, 
had  removed  thither  with  her  parents.  She  died 
January  16,  1877,  aged  sixtv-four  years  and  four 
months,  and  he  passed  away  Februarv  20,  1878, 
aged  seventy  years,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Rush  township.  They  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of 
character  gained  for  them  the  friendship  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  they'  came  in  contact.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  for  some  time  efficiently  served  as 
school  lirector  in  his  district.  In  the  family  were 
the  following  children:  Marv  A.,  who  died  voting: 
Elizabeth,  now  the  widow  of  Edward  Owen,  of 
Pike  township,  Bradford  Co..  Penn.:  Matilda,  who 
died  young;  John  C.,  a farmer  of  Rush  township: 

Lucy,  who  married  Albert  Hitchcock,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  George  M.,  a farmer 
of  Rush  township;  David  J.,  our  subject;  Ella,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Joseph  Morris,  a merchant  of  New 
\ ork.  City ; and  Emma,  twin  sister  of  Ella,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  David  T.  Hillis  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Rush  town- 
slnp  that  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  He  has  made 
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his  home  here  continuously  since,  and  until  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  aided  in  its  cultivation.  He  then 
went  upon  the  road,  buying  stock  for  the  New 
York  market,  and  was  thus  employed  for  ten  years. 
After  his  marriage,  however,  he  settled  down  upon 
the  home  farm,  having  four  years  previously  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  the  other  two  heirs  in  the 
place.  He  is  a most  thorough  and  practical  farmer, 
and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  the  opera- 
tion of  his  farm,  which  ranks  among  the  best  in  the 
community,  it  being  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  well  improved.  In  political  sentiment  he 
is  a stanch  Republican. 

At  Le  Raysville,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Hillis  was  married,  March  n,  1883,  to  Miss  Linnie 
Coleman,  and  they  now  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
A.,  a very  talented  child,  who  was  born  May  10, 
1887.  As  an  elocutionist  she  early  displayed  re- 
markable ability,  and  at  the  age  of  six  years  began 
addressing  public  gatherings,  reading  at  Sunday- 
school  exhibitions,  and  meetings  of  the  Grange, 
where  she  gave  a humorous  description  of  members 
of  each  of  the  political  parties.  She  also  recited 
the  “Blue  and  Gray”  before  the  old.  soldiers  on  Dec- 
oration Day,  and  has  received  most  complimentary 
notices  from  the  county  papers  on  various  occasions. 
She  has  an  excellent  voice,  and  is  now  taking  elo- 
cution lessons. 

Mrs.  Hillis  was  born  in  Middletown  township. 
Susquehanna  county,  May  19,  1855,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Harriet  (McClure)  Coleman,  the  former 
a native  of  the  same  county,  the  latter  of  Broome 
county,  X.  Y.  They  were  married  in  Susquehanna 
county  and  for  some  years  made  their  home  in  Mid- 
dletown township,  where  the  father  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  until  called  from  this  life  De- 
cember 19,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  a private  burying- 
ground  upon  his  farm.  The  mother,  who  was  born 
November  7,  1825,  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. To  them  were  born  four  children,  namelv: 
Oscar,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm ; Augusta,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Ransford  Jones ; Linnie,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Morris,  who  also  lives  on  the  home 
farm.  Mrs.  Hillis’  paternal  grandparents,  Darius 
and  Sally  (Lathrop)  Coleman,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  early  settlers  of  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  they  made  their  home 
upon  a farm  until  death.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, William  and  Lorinda  McClure,  were  lifelong 
residents  of  New  York,  where  the  former  owned  and 
operated  a farm  and  sawmill. 

THOMAS  MILLER,  a representative  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe 
county,  was  born  .there  May  7,  1855,  and  is  able  to 
trace  his  ancestry  hack  for  several  generations,  his 
great-grandfather  being  Frederick  Miller.  His 
grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Frederick 
Miller,  came  at  an  earlv  day  from  Northampton 
county,  I’enn.,  to  Monroe  county,  and  took  up  his 


residence  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming.  Subse- 
quently he  located  in  Tobyhanna  township,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  there  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land 
which  he  purchased  at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  He 
built  the  first  sawmill  in  the  township,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  lumber  he  cleared 
some  of  his  land  and  followed  farming.  As  a Demo- 
crat he  took  quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
served  as  school  director  in  his  district  and  in  fact 
filled  nearly  all  of  the  local  offices.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  identified  with  the  Reformed  Church. 
' In  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Long,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Phineas,  deceased;  Hiram,  who 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  living  in 
Iowa;  Timothy,  father  of  our  subject;  Alexander,  a 
resident  of  Easton,  Penn.;  Josiah,  a resident  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob 
Bonser,  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county; 
Ann,  widow  of  William  Custard,  of  Tunkhannock 
township,  Monroe  county;  Margaret,  deceased  wife 
of  John  Knecht ; and  Emanuel,  who  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam  during  the  Civil  war.  The 
mother  of  these  children,  Catherine  (Long)  Miller, 
was  .of  Ehglish  parentage  but  her  father  was 
drowned  shortly  before  her  birth,  and  from  child- 
hood she  was  brought  up  in  a German  family. 

Timothy  Miller,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  and  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  that  and  Tobyhanna  townships,  but  had  no 
opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education.  In  the 
latter  township  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Bonser, 
a native  of  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  a daughter  of  Peter  Bonser,  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  farmers  and  lumbermen  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  In  political  sentiment  Timothy 
Miller  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was  honored  with 
an  election  to  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  She 
is  still  living  at  Pocono  Summit,  Penn.,  but  he  passed 
away  November  28,  1892.  Of  their  children,  the 
oldest  daughter  died  in  infancy  unnamed : Thomas 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Emanuel  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  ; Lucinda  died  in  childhood; 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Hay,  of  Houser  Mills, 
Monroe  county;  Lewis  is  a resident  of  Tunkhannock 
township;  Isaac  and  Frederick  are  both  living  in 
Pocono  Summit ; and  Augusta  is  the  wife  of  Pat- 
rick Foley,  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county. 

Thomas  Miller  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation, but  the  schools  of  his  day  were  not  very 
proficient,  and  he  had  one  teacher  who  made  the 
statement  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  study  geography 
and  grammar.  When  ten  years  old  he  first  began  to 
attend  to  odd  jobs  connected  with  milling  opera- 
tions, and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
has  been  in  some  way  identified  with  lumber  in- 
terests. At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  commenced  keep- 
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ing  books  for  his  father,  and  in  his  office  obtained 
a good  knowledge  of  business  methods,  which  has 
been  of  practical  benefit  to  him  in  later  years.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-two,  the  latter 
operating  a clothes-pin  factory  and  sawmill,  which 
our  subject  then  purchased  and  carried  on  alone 
for  two  years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time 
to  Mr.  Wallace,  for  whom  he  worked  for  eight 
years,  or  until  the  failure  of  his  employer.  Mr. 
Miller  conducted  the  store  and  afterward  bought 
the  entire  plant,  but  reverses  overtook  him  and  he 
lost  everything  two  years  later.  He  was  next  en- 
gaged in  contract  worst  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn. 
Returning  to  Monroe  county,  he  began  scaling  logs 
and  also  worked  in  a mill,  and  then  entered  the 
office  of  Isaac  Stauffer,  in  whose  employ  he  has 
remained  since  1887,  keeping  books  for  the  exten- 
sive lumber  and  ice  business  of  that  gentleman. 

On  June  5,  1876,  at  Sciota,  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Stitzer.  a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
Canadensis.  Barrett  township,  September  24.  1856, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Louisa  (Smith)  Stitzer. 
Nine  children  bless  this  union:  Lilly  May;  Alma, 
now  the  wife  of  George  Strunk,  of  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship; Nettie:  Mary;  Floyd:  Thurston;  Stanley: 
George  and  Clyde.  Socially  Air.  Miller  is  a member 
of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  at  Houser 
Mills,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  Democ- 
racy. Recognizing  his  fitness  for  office  his  fellow 
citizens  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  several 
public  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  Since  attaining 
his  majority  he  has  been  a school  director  and  secre- 
tary of  the  board  much  of  the  time.  He  has  also 
served  as  township  auditor  several  terms  and  con- 
stable one  term,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  For  two  terms,  or  during 
the  time  of  Grover  Cleveland  as  President,  he 
served  as  postmaster  at  Houser  Mill,  and  since  then 
lias  acted  as  assistant.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  which 
their  daughters  are  also  connected,  and  he  has  served 
as  deacon  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  in  the  same,  and  is  now  filling  the  offices  of 
elder  and  trustee. 

JOPIN  VOGT,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  “German 
Hotel,"  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  Shohola,  Pike  county.  His 
life  demonstrates  what  may  be  accomplished  through 
energy,  careful  management,  keen  foresight  and  the 
utilization  of  the  powers  endowed  by  nature,  and 
the  opportunities  of  the  times. 

His  father.  John  Vogt,  Sr.,  was  a native  of 
Switzerland,  and  on  coming  to  America  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  he  located  at  Shohola.  Penn.,  where 
he  still  resides,  lie  has  carried  on  operations  as  a 
farmer  ami  laborer  throughout  life,  and  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  for 
nearly  forty  years.  He  was  married  at  Shohola  to 
Miss  Genevieve  Meyers,  a native  of  Wurtemberg. 


Germany,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  tin 
following  children:  John,  Jr.,  is  the  eldest;  Otto 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; Mary  is  now  the  win 
of  Gipson  McKean,  a farmer  and  lumberman  of 
Shohola  township,  Pike  county;  George  niarrie o 
Lizzie  Bridge  and  is  employed  in  a machine  shop  in 
Kingston.  N.  Y. ; Edward  died  young;  Margaret 
is  the  wife  of  John  Heckel,  a merchant  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y. ; Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Knealing. 
a farmer  of  Shohola  township,  Pike  county;  Chris- 
tiana is  living  at  home  : Emma  and  Annie,  twins,  the 
former  married  Christian  Beisel,  a farmer  of  Lacka- 
waxen  township,  Pike  county ; the  latter  married 
Henry  Bankert,  also  of  Lackawaxen  township;  Cath- 
erine is  the  wife  of  Alike  Buckel,a  farmer  of  the  same- 
township;  Otto  is  a blacksmith,  employed  in  a ma- 
chine shop  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. ; Laurence  is  superin- 
tendent of  a machine  shop  in  Kingston ; and  Will- 
iam lives  at  home  and  assists  his  father  in  the  work. 

John  Yogtj  Jr.,  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1853,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Shohola 
township  but  had  little  chance  to  attend  school. 
He  has,  however,  obtained  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  business  affairs  in  later  years.  He 
was  married  at  Shohola,  in  1876,  to  Aliss  Alary, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Heckel.  and  five 
children  were  born  of  the  union:  George,  born 
January  21,  1877,  is  now  a barber  at  Shohola; 
Joseph  Herman  assists  his  father  at  the  hotel : Annie 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; Charles  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  months;  and  Fritz  is  at  home. 

Air.  Vogt  began  his  business  career  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  as  an  employe  on  the  Erie  rail- 
road, and  as  section  hand  remained  with  that  com- 
pany for  nearly  twenty-four  years,  being  foreman 
at  Bradford,  Penn.,  for  the  last  four  years.  In  1887 
he  came  to  Shohola  and  took  possession  of  the 
hotel  property  which  he  had  previously  purchased 
and  still  owns.  He  has  spent  several  thousand  dol- 
lars in  erecting  houses  and  barns,  and  making  other 
useful  improvements  which  have  added  greatly  to 
the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  In 
addition  to  the  management  of  his  hotel,  which  has 
become  a great  favorite  with  the  traveling  public, 
he  gives  special  attention  to  the  excursion  business, 
and  has  large  dancing  halls,  pavilions,  etc.,  for  the 
pleasure  of  his  guests.  He  has  always  been  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  is  independent  in  his  views,  and 
gives  his  support  to  any  measure  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  prove  of  public  good.  He  served  as 
school  director  for  some  years,  and  was  a member 
of  the  grand  jury  at  Philadelphia.  For  seven  years 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  for  five  years  with  the  Order 
of  Red  Alen.  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

JOSIAH  TAA'LOR,  a prominent  agriculturist 
of  Gibson  township.  Susquehanna  county,  is  the  own- 
er of  a fine  farm  on  East  Alountain,  which  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  his  family  for  many  years.  He 


. ' • i 


. KG  i;nc  cast i ■ 


iru.ifitii  i 1.  - nr 


Ml 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  10(53 


comes  of  good  Xew  England  stock  and  his  paternal 
grandparents,  Amos  and  Polly  (Starks)  Taylor,  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts  but  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1789,  locating  in  Gibson  township.  Amos 
Tavlor  owned  over  a thousand  acres  of  land  in  this 
section,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  township. 

William  Taylor,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  January  16,  1S11,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  for  many  years,  but  in  1883 
he  removed  to  Canaseraga,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
July  24,  1885.  Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and 
religiously  he  inclined  toward  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  was  baptized.  His  wife,  Mary  E.  Kelley, 
was  a native  of  Gilbson  township  and  a daughter 
of  James  and  Esther  (Denny)  Kelley,  well-known 
residents  of  that  locality.  The  following  children 
were  born  of  the  union:  John  F.,  contractor,  builder 
and  dealer  in  supplies  at  Taylor,  Penn.,  now  re- 
tired; Sarah  J.,  born  June  8,  1839,  married  S.  C. 
Avery  and  died  October  5,  1897,  in  Ararat ; Charles, 
born  September  11,  1840,  is  a -farmer  in  Herrick 
township;  Josiah  is  mentioned  below;  Freeman, 
born  January  8,  1844,  's  a contractor  and  builder  in 
Denver,  Colo.;  Zachariah,  born  July  11,  1847,  died 
in  Gibson  township;  Eugene,  born  July  8,  1852,  is  a 
foreman  of  a coal  breaker  at  Winton,  Penn. ; Leslie, 
born  July  10,  1850,  died  in  Texas;  Herbert,  born 
June  15,  1853,  died  June,  1855;  Lafayette,  born 
May  10,  1855,  resides  at  Rarden,  Ohio,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  a merchant,  manufacturer 
of  barrels,  and  operator  of  a stone  quarry,  and  was 
formerl  an  extensive  lumber  dealer;  William,  born 
June  10,  1859,  is  a foreman  on  a railroad  and  resides 
at  Ottawa,  Kansas ; and  Volney  E.,  born  May  28, 
1861,  is  a carpenter  at  Rarden,  Ohio. 

Josiah  Taylor  was  born  September  1,  1842,  on 
his  present  homestead  where  he  has  always  resided. 
From  sixteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was 
interested  in  stone  masonry  but  he  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  general  farming.  Politically  he 
usually  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  but  in 
1896  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  On  March 
27,  1867,  he  was  married  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  to 
Miss  Kessie  A.  Felton  and  three  children  have 
brightened  their  home:  Xora  E.,  born  in  June,  1871, 
married  John  J.  Manning,  an  attorney  at  Olyphant, 
Penn.;  Herrley  C.,  born  September  19,  1877,  is  at 
home;  Belva,  born  June  1,  1883,  is  a fine  pianist 
and  is  now  attending  school  at  Olyphant. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  who  was  born  at  Xicholson,  Penn., 
June  10.  1843,  is  a member  of  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  her  paternal 
grandfather,  Creash  Felton,  was  among  the  earlv 
settlers  in  Lathrop  and  Springville  townships.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  for  manv  vears 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Her  father,  Henry 
Felton,  was  a native  of  Lathrop  township,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  early  manhood.  His  death 
occurred  in  1844  at  the  age  of  thirty,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  at  Xicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. 


He  married  Miss  Mary  Pickering,  a native  of  Gib- 
son township,  who  died  in  1871  aged  fifty-two 
years  and  was  interred  at  Manzer  cemetery.  They 
had  three  children : Charles,  a farmer  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county;  John  C.,  who  was 
born  April  29,  1840,  at  Xicholson,  and  is  now  a lead- 
ing farmer  of  Gibson  township;  and  Kessie,  wife  of 
our  subject.  The  mother  married  a second  husband, 
Acaqus  Card,  by  whom  she  had  children  as  follows : 
Lucinda,  who  died  in  Kansas,  married  first  Myron 
McDonald  and  second  L.  Saville  ; Miner  is  deceased  ; 
Annis  married  William  Wilbur,  a farmer  at  Xiehol- 
.son,  Penn.;  Dennis  (twin  of  Annis)  resides  in 
Uniondale,  Penn.;  Malissa  married  William  K.  Tay- 
lor, a mechanic  of  Decatur  township ; and  Phoebe 
died  in  childhood. 

ALBERT  C.  CROSSLEY,  proprietor  of  a 
lumber  mill  and  turning  works  in  Starrucca,  is 
entitled  to  distinction  as  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  enterprising  men  of  \\  ayne  county,  and  his 
name  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  industrial 
and  business  interests  of  this  region.  Upon  the 
commercial  activity  of  a community  depends  its 
prosperity,  and  the  men  who  are  now  recognized 
as  leading  citizens  are  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
extensive  business  enterprises.  Mr.  Crossley  is  a 
man  of  broad  capabilities,  and  one  who  carries  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever  he  under- 
takes. 

He  was  born  in  XTew  York  City,  August  3, 
1865,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  prominent  family, 
most  of  its  representatives  for  generations  being 
sea  captains  of  note,  prominent  in  both  business  and 
social  life.  Elijah  Crossley  (father  of  our  subject) 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  was  a highly  edu- 
cated man.  For  many  years  he  was  a leading  and 
successful  business  man  of  Sherman,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  was  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  for  some  years  served 
as  postmaster  at  Sherman,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  sixtv-nine  years.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Adams, 
of  Xew  York,  and  to  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children  who  are  still  living:  William;  James; 
Walter  A.;  Albert  C. ; and  Belle,  wife  of  George 
Stage,  of  Hancock,  X".  Y.  Those  deceased  are 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; and 
Emma  and  Della,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Albert  C.  Crossley  was  reared  in  Sherman, 
Wavne  county,  and  received  an  excellent  business 
education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the  responsi- 
ble duties  of  life.  Coming  to  Starrucca  in  1889,  he 
here  established  his  present  lumber  mill  and  turn- 
ing works,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  different  kinds  of  dowels  and  roller  blocks  for 
printing  purposes.  Most  of  these  are  sent  to  Europe, 
espcciallv  to  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
he  also  deals  in  wall  paper.  Being  an  energetic  and 
reliable  business  man,  he  is  meeting  with  excellent 
success,  and  his  is  one  of  the  most  important  manu- 
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factories  in  Wayne  county,  employing  from  twenty  - 
five  to  fifty  men. 

On  August  2,  1894,  Mr.  Crossley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  R.  Mumford,  daughter 
of  Hon.  W.  W.  Mumford.  a prominent  business  man 
of  Starrucca,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  sons — 
Mumford  C.  and  Richard  J.  Besides  his  valuable 
business  property  in  Starrucca,  Mr.  Crossley  has  an 
elegant  residence  in  that  place,  where  hospitality 
reigns  supreme,  the  many  friends  of  the  family  al- 
wavs  being  sure  of  a hearty  welcome.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically 
is  a Republican.  He  has  made  eleven  trips  to  Europe, - 
and  his  observing  eye  and  retentive  memory  have  en- 
abled him  to  carry  back  with  him  as  pictures  on  mem- 
ory’s wall,  the  scenes  of  beauty  and  historic  interest 
he  has  visited,  they  remaining.  Travel  and  his  so- 
cial, genial  nature  have  made  him  an  entertaining 
companion,  and  he  is  a stanch  and  loyal  friend,  fond 
of  good  fellowship,  and  devoted  to  those  who  have 
his  confidence. 

CORIXGTOX  H.  WARMER,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  a prominent  resident  of 
Rush.  He  has  much  natural  ability,  but  is  withal 
a close  student,  and  believes  thoroughly  in  the 
maxim : ‘‘There  is  no  excellence  without  labor.” 
His  devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  there- 
fore, combined  wth  a comprehensive  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  the  science  of  medicine,  has  made 
him  a most  successful  and  able  practitioner,  one 
whose  prominence  is  well-deserved. 

Dr.  Warner  was  born  in  Le  Raysville,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  February  7,  1837.  His  father.  Harmon 
Warner,  familiarly  known  as  “Uncle  Harmon,” 
was  born  in  Xew  Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in 
1797.  and  in  1817  married  Sally  M.  Joyce,  a native 
of  the  same  county;  her  father  was  a drum-major  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  In  1823,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warner  removed  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  June  14,  1882. 
He  was  a typical  Xew  England  Puritan,  and  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  community.  His  wife, 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  East  Her- 
rick, Bradford  county.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows:  Harriet,  now  the  widow  of  Edwin 
Taylor,  a farmer,  and  a resident  of  Rome.  Bradford 
county;  Emaline,  who  married  C.  E.  Taylor,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased ) ; Oliver,  who  was  in  the  butter  and  milk- 
business  in  Xew  York,  and  married  Sophia  Chaffie 
(both  arc  deceased)  ; Tamar,  who  -(first)  married 
Bliss  Chaffie,  and  (second)  Ira  Brink,  a retired 
farmer  of  Oxford  Mills,  Iowa  ; Marcus  E..  a farmer 
of  Le  Raysville,  Penn.,  who  married  Doshia  A. 
Chaffie;  Coringtoti  II.,  our  subject;  and  George  F., 
a farmer  and  teacher  of  vocal  music  at  Stevensville, 
Penn.,  who  married  Martha  Towner. 


Dr.  Warner  remained  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then 
began  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Benjamin  De- 
witt, of  Le  Raysville,  studying  under  his  direction 
for  three  years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1861,  he  en- 
tered the  Medical  Department  of  Ann  Arbor 
(Mich.)  University,  and  was  graduated  the  fol- 
lowing year  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  first 
opened  an  office  at  Bellefountaine,  Mahaska  Co., 
Iowa,  remaining  there  until  June,  1863,  and  then 
returned  to  Le  Raysville,  where  he  enlisted,  March 
4,  1864,  for  three  years,  in  Company  D.  141st  P.  V. 
I.,  under  his  brother,  Capt.  M.  E.  Warner.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Corps,  Army 
! of  the  Potomac,  and  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  X'orth 
Anna,  Potopotomov,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 

! Deep  Bottom,  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Boydton 
Plank  Road,  Dabney-'s  Mills,  Fort  Fisher  and  Sail- 
or's Creek.  On  April  7,  1865,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  corporal ; on  May  6 was  transferred 
to  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I.,  and  on  account  of  ill- 
ness was  sent  to  Emery  Hospital,  Washington,  D. 
C.,  May  28,  remaining  there  until  honorably  dis- 
charged, on  June  27.  Though  never  wounded,  he 
had  many  narrow  escapes,  at  one  time  having  his 
knapsack  shot  away. 

Returning  to  his  native  county,  the  Doctor  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
| Stevensville  until  1869,  and  at  Le  Raysville  until 
j 1883,  and  then  came  to  Susquehanna  countv.  For 
i six  years  he  was  located  in  Rushville,  and  then  re- 
j moved  to  Rush,  where  he  was  not  long  in  building 
j up  the  large  and  lucrative  practice  which  he  still 
! enjoys.  Flis  time  is  devoted  for  the  most  part  to 
j office  practice.  He  is  quite  prominent  socially,  is 
a Master  Mason,  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
1 Lodge,  and  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Rush.  His 
J political  support  is  ever  given  to  the  men  and 
1 measures  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a pleasant 
j and  affable  gentleman,  and  a stranger  in  his  presence 
soon  feels  perfectly  at  ease. 

At  East  Herrick,  Penn.,  in  February,  1861.  Dr. 
Warner  married  Miss  Emaline  Barnes,  bv  whom 
he  had  two  children : Marion  H.,  who  married  Bell 
Clover,  and  is  engaged  in- farming  in  Xorth  Branch. 
Minn.;  and  Carrie,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  wife 
j and  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Orwell.  Brad- 
[ ford  county,  died  March  12,  1872.  aged  thirtv-one 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  South  Hill  cemetery, 
j Orwell.  Her  parents,  Xelson  and  Emaline  Barnes, 
I were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  of 
Bradford  county,  where  her  father  followed  farm- 
j ing  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Dr.  War- 
ner was  again  married,  at  Le  Raysville,  June  27. 
1872,  his  second  union  heiticr  with  Miss  Amelia  M. 
Brister,  a native  of  Middletown,  Susquehanna  coun- 
I tv.  Fler  parents,  Elmer  X.  and  Phoebe  M.  (Riley) 

I Brister,  were  natives  of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming 
l counties,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in 
I the  former  county.  The  father,  who  was  a promi- 
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nent  farmer,  and  held  township  offices,  died  while  on 
a visit  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  April  2,  1889, 
aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  in  Le  Ravs- 
ville  cemetery.  The  mother  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five,  and  now  makes  her  home  in 
Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Warner  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being  Helen  M.  and  William  C., 
the  former  the  wife  of  Edwin  W.  Sheives,  a car- 
penter and  insurance  adjuster  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
William  C.  Brister  in  business  agent  for  the  Phila- 
delphia & Reading  Railroad  Co.  at  Philadelphia ; 
he  married  Amelia  V.  Ellsworth,  and  they  have 
two  sons — Fred  Elmer  and  John  M.,  both  physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Warner’s  paternal  grand- 
parents, Ira  and  Betsy  (Pierce)  Brister,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
about  1820,  and  he  died  here,  but  his  wife's  death  oc- 
curred in  Le  Raysville ; he  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. Their  children  were  Joseph;  Elmira,  wife 
of  David  Sherman;  Linas;  Rial;  Milton;  Elmer 
N.,  father  of  Mrs.  Warner ; and  Sarah,  wife  of 
H.  Phelps.  Mrs.  Warner’s  maternal  grandparents 
were  Paul  and  Mehitable  (Orcutt)  Riley,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  New  York  City,  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. They  also  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
at  an  early  day,  but  later  removed  to  Le  Raysville, 
where  they  died.  By  trade  the  grandfather  was 
a cabinetmaker.  In  early  life  he  was  a sea-faring 
man,  having  left  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and 
followed  the  sea  for  many  years.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  adopted  son,  Joseph 
Stratley  Riley,  served  through  the  Mexican  war, 
dying  of  fever  on  his  trip  home. 

DANIEL  LANE  SHELDON,  a well  and 
favorablv  known  resident  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  Mav  25,  1831,  in  Spring- 
ville  township,  same  county,  son  of  Nathaniel  Shel- 
don, who  was  an  early  resident  of  this  section.  His 
grandfather,  Archibald  Sheldon,  was  born  about 
1772  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Benjamin 
Sheldon,  who  was  killed  in  a runaway  accident. 
Archibald  Sheldon  was  married  in  his  native  coun- 
ty to  Ruth  Howland,  who  was  born  in  1779,  and  in 
1817  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
locating  in  Springville  township,  where  he  bought 
possession  right  to  a tract  of  fifty  acres.  Here 
they  made  a permanent  home,  Mr.  Sheldon  follow- 
ing farming,  in  connection  with  which  he  had  a 
distillery  and  contracted  and  built  turnpikes.  He 
died  in  1855,  his  wife  in  1835.  Their  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased,  were  Milton  ; Nathaniel ; 
Harriet,  wife  of  Nathan  Spalding,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; Raymond,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years;  Benjamin,  of  Auburn  township;  and  Emilv. 

Nathaniel  Sheldon  was  born  April  20,  1800.  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  seventeen  years 
old  when  the  family  settled  in  Springville  town- 
ship. There  he  married  Elvira  Lane,  who  was 
born  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  March  26,  1807,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Abigail  (Mills)  Lane, 


the  latter  of  whom  was  a cousin  of  Aaron  Burr. 
Of  the  children  born  to  this  union,  Julia  A.  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  R.  Davis,  of  Springville  township ; 
Daniel  Lane  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines; 
Roxanna  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; and 
Hannah  M.  is  the  wife  of  Porter  Loomis,  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn.  The  mother  died  about  1873, 
the  father  on  December  13,  1863.  During  his  earlier 
years  he  traveled  considerably  through  Michigan, 
and  for  some  time  worked  on  the  Erie  Canal,  but  in 
1828  he  settled  on  a tract  of  190  acres  in  Spring- 
ville township,  and  there  carried  on  farming  for 
many  years.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  Abolitionist  in 
political  faith  before  the  war,  afterward  uniting  with 
the  Republicans. 

Daniel  L.  Sheldon  was  given  a good  practical 
education,  attending  the  district  schools  and  Wyom- 
ing  Seminary,  and  during  his  early  manhood  he 
taught  for  a short  time  in  Carbon  county,  this  State. 
He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  parents,  until  his 
marriage,  on  July  3,  1855,  to  ^I'ss  Saloma  Pratt, 
who  was  a native  of  Pike  township,  Bradford  coun- 
ty, Penn.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following 
named  children : Bentley  and  Byron,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Roxanna,  wife  of  William  Ellis,  of  Wyom- 
ing county ; Elsie,  widow  of  Edward  Dohertv,  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Mary,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Ruth,  wife  of  W.  Heavner,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Pratt,  who  is  a soldier  in  the 
regular  army,  Battery  F,  6th  U.  S.  Artillery,  now  in 
Manila.  The  mother  of  these  died  August  9,  1887, 
and  on  June  10,  1892,  Air.  Sheldon  wedded  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Catherine  M.  Warner,  who  was 
born  July  22,  i8to,  in  Wyoming  county,  daughter 
of  Tilton  II.  and  Catherine  (Draper)  Smith,  and  is 
the  youngest  in  their  family  of  twelve  children,  viz. : 
Truman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  vears ; 
Samuel  W.,  who  resided  in  Springville  township, 
and  died  in  1897;  Susan,  who  married  W.  Russell, 
of  Washington,  Wyoming  county,  and  died  in  1895  ; 
Isaac  O.,  born  March  20.  1S17,  living  in  Washing- 
ton township.  Wyoming  countv;  Oliver  P.,  born 
October  14,  1819.  living  in  Nichols,  N.  Y. ; Sarah, 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Lvman ; James  G..  born  September  12, 
1824.  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Fremont, 
Dodge  county,  Neb. ; Esther,  born  March  2.  1827, 
now  deceased,  who  first  married  L.  Safford.  and 
later  became  the  wife  of  P.  Lyman ; Charles  A., 
born  September  5.  1829,  of  Fremont,  Neb.:  Joseph 
T.,  born  November  28.  1831.  a landowner  and 
speculator  of  Fremont,  Neb.;  Mary  J.,  born  August 
16,  1834,  deceased  wife  of  David  Carpenter,  of 
Tunkhannock ; and  Catherine  M..  Airs.  Sheldon. 
The  father  of  these  was  born  November  11.  17S8. 
in  Orange  county.  N.  Y.,  and  died  May  1.  1863,  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where  he  had  followed 
farming  for  many  years;  the  mother  was  born  June 
24,  1790,  and  died  June  15,  1840.  Catherine  M. 
Smith  was  first  married  August  16,  1862,  to  Amos 
Warner,  who  was  born  January  6,  1833.  in  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  son  of  Thompson  and  Charity  (Dutchess) 
Warner,  and  died  January  6.  1891.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  made  his  home  in  Auburn  town-  1 
ship  for  many  years.  In  December,  1862,  he  enlisted  J 
in  Company  H,  179th  P.  Y.  I.,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  in  November,  1863. 

When  Mr.  Sheldon  commenced  life  for  himself 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Lynn  for  a year, 
and  then  began  farming  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, also  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Wyoming  county  for  some  time,  owning  seventy- 
six  acres  there.  He  came  to  Auburn  township,  in 
June,  1892,  and  in  1898  bought  the  place  he  now 
occupies,  a tract  of  130  acres,  100  of  which  are 
improved  and  under  cultivation.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  farm  work  he  has  also  carried  on  dairying 
on  a small  scale,  but  he  has  devoted  himself  chiefly 
to  sheep  raising,  in  which  he  has  met  with  encourag- 
ing success  from  the  start.  Mrs.  Sheldon  owns 
fifty-three  acres,  all  but  ten  of  which  are  improved. 
By  close  attention  to  his  business  affairs  Mr.  Sheld- 
on has  managed  to  acquire  a comfortable  compet- 
ence and  he  gains'  a good  living  from  his  land, 
which  is  cultivated  in  a systematic  and  modern 
manner,  and  thoroughly  cared  for  in  every  respect. 
However,  he  has  found  time  to  interest  himself  in  | 
matters  of  local  importance,  and  though  never  an 
aspirant  for  office  his  ability  and  public  spirit  have 
caused  him  to  be  elected  to  various  offices  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust.  In  Springville  township  he 
served  for  twenty  years  as  school  director,  and  he 
has  served  as  supervisor  and  one  term  as  assessor 
in  Springville  with  entire  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  Mr.  Sheldon  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a zealous 
member,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  Church  and 
benevolent  work,  contributing  liberally  to  the  cause 
of  religion.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Grange 
and  various  fraternal  organizations,  and  is  well 
known  in  this  locality. 

In  1862  Mr.  Sheldon  enlisted  in  Company  H. 
177th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  nine  months,  doing  duty 
in  Virginia — near  Petersburg — and  also  in  North 
Carolina.  He  was  honorably  discharged  November 

10,  1863. 

C.  PAGE  LYMAN,  a skillful  mechanic  and 
wide-awake  business  man  now  engaged  in  general 
blacksmithing  in  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  near  Brockway ville,  Jefferson  Co., 
Penn.,  in  March,  1855,  a son  of  C.  E.  and  Mary  J. 
(Meeker)  Lyman,  who  were  also  natives  of  this 
State,  the  former  born  in  Hallsteaxl,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1823,  the  latter  on  Pine  Creek,  Tioga 
county,  in  1826.  The  father  studied  law  in  Ridg- 
way,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Lock  Haven, 
Clinton  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  successfully  engaged 
in  practice  for  some  years.  During  the  Civil  war  lie 
enlisted  as  a private  in  the  1st  Mil.  Yol.  Lav.,  and 
was  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 


Resigning  his  commission,  he  joined  the  203rd  P. 
Y.  I.,  as  captain,  and  participated  in  a number  of 
battles.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered 
out  and  returned  to  his  family  in  Brockwayville, 
where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. In  the  fall  of  1865  he  removed  to  Lock 
Haven,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1878.  when 
he  came  to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
engaged  in  practice  here  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1888.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still  living 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  a son  in  Ballston 
Spa,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  their  family  were 
three  children.  (1)  Chauncey  W.,  born  near 
Coudersport,  Potter  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1851,  was  educat- 
ed in  the  high  schools  of  Lock  Haven,  and  later 
taught  in  the  graded  schools  of  that  place  for  some 
time.  He  first  wedded  Mary  Honitor.  of  Lock 
Haven,  where  they  made  their  home  while  he  was 
a student  at  West  Point  Military  Academy  His 
wife  died  there,  and  he  subsequently  married  Ther- 
essa  Haight,  of  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she 
died  in  1894.  He  is  still  living  with  his  mother  and 
two  of  his  sister’s  children  at  Ballston  Spa.  (2) 
Lillie,  born  in  Brookville,  Penn.,  was  educated  in 
the  high  schools  of  Lock  Haven,  and  was  a success- 
ful teacher  of  Clinton  county,  Penn.,  for  some  years. 
She  married  Warren  Goodenough.  of  Westport, 
Penn.,  who  for  some  time  carried  on  a wagon  and 
blacksmith  shop  at  Lock  Haven,  but  in  1876  moved 
to  Tracv  Creek,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  She  died  in  1876,  leaving  two 
daughters : Esmarilda,  now  the  wife  of  Martin 

Shearer,  of  New  York  State ; and  Estella.  a talented 
musician  who  resides  with  her  uncle  in  Ballston 
Spa. 

During  his  boyhood  C.  Page  Lyman  attended 
the  district  schools  and  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  his  father,  who  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  his  early  days.  Later  our 
subject  worked  at  his  trade  in  Charleston  and  in 
the  lumber  woods  of  Ridgway,  Queens  Run.  Lock 
Haven,  Mill  Hall  and  on  Bald  Eagle  creek  for  some 
years.  In  1880  he  came  to  Great  Bend,  Susque- 
hanna county,  but  after  his  marriage  in  1891  he  re- 
moved to  Montrose,  where  he  conducted  a black- 
smith shop  while  his  wife  carried  on  a general  store. 
Later  they  lived  for  three  years  in  Jessup  township, 
and  in  April,  1895,  Mr.  Lyman  purchased  the  Rank- 
er property,  in  Liberty  township,  two  miles  west  of 
Hallstead,  where  he  erected  a blacksmith  shop  and 
I has  made  many  improvements  upon  the  place.  For 
j a number  of  years  he  has  engaged  in  training  and 
shoeing  fast  driving  horses,  and  has  had  a large 
experience  on  the  track  at  Great  Bend  and  in  other 
places. 

In  1891  Mr.  Lyman  married  Mrs.  Clara  Fuller, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Ball)  Albee,  of 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Lyman  was 
born,  reared  and  educated.  There  she  first  married 
Orlando  D.  Fuller,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  who 
was  an  engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad  and  was  killed 
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in  a wreck  on  that  road  in  1881.  Two  sons  were 
born  to  them:  John  D.,  boss  machinist  in  the  shops 
at  Susquehanna,  is  married  and  has  two  children — 
Mabel  and  Harold ; and  George  E.,  a music  teacher 
in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.  Mr.  Lyman  is  descended 
from  good  old  W hig  stock,  and  gives  his  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  takes  quite  an  active  and  influential  part  in  local 
political  affairs,  and  is  now  serving  as  school  di- 
rector in  Liberty  township.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Hope  Grange,  of  Hallstead.  He  is  an 
expert  and  skillful  blacksmith,  and  bears  an  envi- 
able reputation  as  a horse  trainer  as  well  as  horse 
shoer,  being  one  of  the  best  in  this  section  of  the' 
State. 

JOHN  W.  BEXXETT.  The  Bennett  family 
is  of  English  origin,  and  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, a well  known  resident  of  Lanesboro,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  of  the  fourth  generation  in  descent 
from  John  Bennett,  a native  of  England  who  came 
to  America  in  Colonial  times  with  four  brothers, 
and  settled  in  Xew  York  City.  Of  his  brothers 
no  account  has  been  preserved. 

Joseph  D.  Bennett,  son  of  John,  and  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army.  He  married  Elizabeth  Sprague,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  made  his  home  at  Cambridge,  Washing- 
ton county,  X.  Y.  Of  his  thirteen  children  all  set- 
tled in  Xew  York  State. 

William  Bennett,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  and  followed  farming  in  Washington 
county  throughout  his  active  life.  He  married 
Miss  Martha  A.  Sharp,  also  a native  of  Washing- 
ton county,  and  had  three  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  eldest.  (2)  Mary  E.,  born  in  Jack- 
son,  X.  Y.,  married  William  E.  Xeil,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  who  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  war 
as  a member  of  the  123rd  X.  Y.  V.  I.  They  reside 
in  Broome  county,  X".  Y.,  and  have  two  children : 
Herby  and  Ora.  (3)  Jeanetta,  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  X.  Y.,  married  Alonzo  Haines,  of 
Broome  county,  now  a farmer  at  Coleville,  X.  Y., 
and  they  have  one  daughter — Rena. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  7,  1839,  at  Cam- 
bridge, X.  Y.,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  the  old 
homestead.  He  continued  agricultural  work  for 
some  years,  but  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
123rd  X.  Y.  \ ol.  Inf.,  which  had  been  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  His  term  of  service 
lasted  three  years,  and  during  that  time  he  took  part 
in  many  battles  and  skirmishes,  being  with  Sher- 
man's forces  in  the  historic  march  to  the  sea.  The 
hardships  of  the  latter  campaign  bcoke  down  his 
health,  and  he  was  sent  back  to  Washington,  where 
he  was  discharged  in  July,  1S65.  As  his  health 
would  not  permit  him  to  resume  the  work  of  farm- 
ing, he  engaged  in  peddling  jewelry,  and  in  this 
business  he  has  met  with  marked  success.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1874.  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Williams, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  located  in  Lanesboro, 


at  the  Williams  homestead.  Later  he  bought  real 
estate  in  the  borough,  and  in  1892  he  built  a 
handsome  residence.  Politically  he  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is 
popular  in  social  life  as  a member  of  the  Shawan- 
gront  Tribe  Xo.  268,  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  the 
C.  A.  R.  Post  at  Lanesboro.  Fie  and  his  wife  have 
had  two  children,  both  born  in  Lanesboro.  (1) 
Leonia,  born  February  18,  1879,  graduated  from 
Lanesboro  Academy,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
French,  a resident  of  Lanesboro,  and  a well-known 
teacher  of  Susquehanna  county.  They  have  one 
.daughter,  Margaret.  (2)  Charles,  born  December 
24,  1889,  is  attending  the  local  school. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  who  is  a leading  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Lanesboro,  and 
takes  an  influential  part  in  social  and  philanthropic 
movements  in  the  town,  was  born  in  1844.  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  the  locality.  She  is  the 
only  survivor  of  a family  of  twelve  children.  Her 
father,  Alanson  Williams,  was  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y.,  but  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at 
an  early  day,  locating  first  in  Xew  Milford,  and 
later  in  Lanesboro,  where  he  died.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  as  a citizen,  and  for  many  years  was  active 
in  the  local  Republican  organization,  holding  vari- 
ous offices,  while  he  and  his  wife  were  prominent 
in  religious  work  as  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Tennet,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  whose  parents,  William  and 
Hannah  (Sprague)  Tennet,  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  pioneer  times,  and  cleared  a homestead 
in  the  wilderness  in  Xew  Milford  township,  her  fa- 
ther being  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  sec- 
tion in  his  time. 

REV.  AXTHOXY  THOMAS  BRODRICK, 
the  beloved  pastor  of  Holy  Mary’s  (Catholic) 
Church,  Montrose,  was  born  in  Archbald,  Lack- 
awanna county,  Penn..  June  6,  1866,  a son  of  An- 
thony and  Sarah  (Melvin)  Brodrick.  Father  Brod- 
rick  passed  his  boyhood  in  Archbald,  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools  until  1882,  when  he  en- 
tered St.  Charles  College,  Ellicott  City.  Howard 
Co.,  Md.,  remaining  a student  there  for  five  years. 
He  next  attended  St.  Bonaventure’s  Seminary.  Alle- 
ganv,  X.  Y.,  where  he  completed  the  course  and  was 
ordained  a priest,  October  17,  1890.  For  almost 
nine  years  he  served  as  assistant  pastor  at  St.  Pat- 
rick's Church,  Scranton,  Penn.;  Sacred  Heart 
Church,  Plains,  Penn.,  and  St.  Mary's  Church. 
Wilkes  Barre ; and  in  April,  1899,  was  appointed 
pastor  of  Holy  Mary's  Church,  Montrose.  He  is 
untiring  in  his  work  for  the  Church  and  has  been 
\ particularly  successful  in  advancing  its  interests. 
He  is  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  is  now  erect- 
ing a cozy  parsonage  adjoining  the  church. 

Broad  in  his  views  and  sympathies,  a friend 
of  the  poor  and  oppressed,  ever  ready  with  helpful 
counsel  for  the  perplexed  or  sorrowful,  Father  Brod- 
erick has  a wide  field  for  labor,  and  well  does  he  dis- 
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charge  its  arduous  and  sacred  duties.  Throughout 
this  section  of  the  State,  he  is  noted  for  his  pleasant, 
social  manner  and  his  liberality,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  people  of  all  creeds  and  denomina- 
tions. 

C.  E.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.  Among  the  promi- 
nent professional  business  men  of  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well 
and  widely  known.  His  talents  and  tastes  are  for 
both  profession  and  business,  and  as  proprietor  of 
a drug  store  Ur.  Taylor  is  in  a position  to  satisfy 
both  predilections,  each  of  service  to  the  other,  and 
combining  to  make  him  one  of  the  most  useful  mem- 
bers of  society. 

The  ancestry  of  Dr.  Taylor  is  Pennsylvanian 
for  several  generations  back.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, who  was  a farmer  of  Greenfield  township, 
Luzerne  county,  died  in  1896.  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  R.  W.  and  A. 
E.  (Wheeler)  Taylor,  were  both  natives  of  Lacka- 
wanna county,  the  father  born  April  11,  1842,  and 
the  mother  October  7,  1839.  Their  family  consists 
of  four  children,  as  follows:  C.  E. ; Herbert  L., 

an  attorney  at  Scranton  ; George  L.,  living  at  Forest 
City.  Penn. ; and  H.  E.,  a salesman  at  Forest  City. 
R.  W.  Taylor,  the  father,  engaged  in  farming  in 
Lackawanna  county,  removed  to  Forest  City,  and  is 
now  a prominent  grocer  there. 

C.  E.  Taylor  was  born  October  1.  1862,  in 
Scott.  Penn.  After  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  was  completed  he  attended  medical  lectures 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  then  entered 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York  City, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1887. 
Dr.  Taylor  immediately  located  at  Forest  city  and 
engaged  in  general  practice.  The  following  year  he 
opened  a drug  store,  which  he  has  since  conducted 
in  connection  with  his  practice,  fie  is  a registered 
pharmacist,  and  prefers  an  office  to  a general  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  diverting  his  lucrative  practice  in 
that  direction  and  continuing  it  in  connection  with 
the  management  of  his  drug  store. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Mul- 
holland.  a native  of  Jermyn,  Penn.,  and  to  this 
union  three  children  have  been  born : Claude  H., 

Beatrice  (who  died  in  infancy),  and  Anna.  In  pol- 
itics Dr.  1 aylor  is  a Republican.  He  is  a member 
of  Forest  City  Lodge  No.  439,  F.  & A.  M„  and 
of  Palestine  Commandery  No.  14,  at  Carbondale. 
He  is  successful  in  his  business  and  profession,  and 
socially  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of 
Forest  City. 

MATHEW  STANLEY.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a namesake  of  his  grandfather,  who  in 
1814  built  in  the  wilderness  a small  log  cabin.  For 
four  generations  the  family  has  been  prominent. 
Mathew  Stanley,  the  grandfather,  was  a resident  of 
Burlington,  Yt.,  and  the  father  of  a large  familv. 
His  sons  whom  he  brought  with  him  to  the  wilder- 


ness home  were  Calvin,  Luther,  Jasper,  Captain 
Heriman,  Archy,  Horace,  Jason  and  Mathew. 
Luther  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mathew  Stan- 
ley first  began  a clearing  at  a place  known  as 
“Ellerslie,”  then  in  Choconut,  but  he  soon  after 
came  to  the  farm  two  miles  north  of  Choconut 
Lake  occupied  by  his  son  Jasper,  and  died  in  1838 
aged  seventy-two  years. 

Jasper,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Burlington,  Yt.,  in  1793.  He  came  with  his  father 
to  Choconut,  and  here  he  cleared  up  a large  farm, 
which  his  son,  our  subject,  now  owns.  He  was  a 
carpenter,  and  followed  his  trade  many  years  in 
connection  with  farming.  He  became  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  during  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church ; in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  For  many  years  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  as  postmaster.  He  was  a man  of 
sterling  principles,  exemplary  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  lived.  He  was  married  in  1825  to  Miss 
Roccinda  Sherer.  a native  of  Hillsboro,  N.  H., 
daughter  of  John  Sherer  and  Jane  (Tompson) 
Sherer,  who  settled  in  Choconut  township  in  1815. 
Jasper  Stanley  died  on  the  home  farm  in  1884.  aged 
ninety-two  years,  surviving  his  wife  about  twenty 
years.  To  them  were  born  five  children : John. 

Mathew,  Jane,  Emily  and  David.  John,  the  eldest, 
married  Miss  Amelia  Luck  and  is  now  a fanner  and 
lumberman  of  Union,  N.  Y.  Jane  married  Joseph 
W.  Parker,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  I,  57th  P.  V.  I.,  and  who  was  a 
farmer  in  Choconut  township  till  his  death  in  1890. 
Emily  married  Davis  Burrows,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  a member  of  Company  I.  83rd  P.  Y.  I., 
and  became  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; both  are 
dead,  and  one  son,  John  E.  Burrows,  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  survives.  David,  the  youngest,  is  un- 
married. and  resides  with  his  brother,  our  subject, 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Mathew  Stanley,  our  subject,  a prosperous  lum- 
berman and  farmer  of  Choconut  township,  was  born 
in  Choconut  township  in  1829.  He  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  attending  the  winter  schools  during 
his  boyhood  and  early  giving  substantial  aid  to  his 
father  in  the  farm  work.  He  assisted  his  father  and 
brother  John  in  the  erection  of  a sawmill,  and  for 
many  years  followed  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
having  a large  trade  at  Binghamton  and  in  Susque- 
hanna county. 

In  1863  he  married  Miss  Marv  F.  Jackson,  who 
was  born  in  Monticello,  N.  Y.,in  March,  1841,  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  B.  and  Rachel  ( Crookcr)  Jackson.  Cyrus 
Jackson  was  born  in  Westminster.  Mass.,  in  January, 
1S12.  his  wife  in  Bath,  Me.,  in  April,  1816.  They 
settled  in  Friendsville  in  1857,  and  here  Mrs.  Tack- 
son  died  in  1864.  Mr.  Jackson  subsequently  moved 
to  Wright  county.  Minn.,  where  he  died.  After  his 
marriage  our  subject  settled  on  the  old  Stanley  farm 
where  he  and  his  wife  cared  for  his  father  until  the 
latter's  death  in  1884.  In  his  youth  our  subject 
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learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  this  he  has  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming  and  lumbering. 

In  1884  he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  including 
a large  amount  of  timber  land,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued to  reside  there.  The  old  home  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  March,  1898.  but  upon  the  old  foundation 
our  subject  has  erected  a modern  residence  and  has 
also  made  many  other  improvements  to  the  farm. 
To  Mathew  and  Mary  F.  Stanley  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Jennie  R.,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Belle,  born  in  1866,  was  well  educated  in  the  home 
and  Montrose  graded  schools,  and  is  now  at  home ; 
Edward,  born  in  1869,  married  Miss  Mary  Ragan, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  two  children — 
Marie  and  Florence  (he  now  conducts  a meat  mar- 
ket in  Choconut)  ; William,  born  in  1873,  's  an  act- 
ive  young  lumberman  of  Choconut  and  is  now  serv- 
iner  his  third  term  as  supervisor ; Mary  A.,  born  in 

1876,  was  a teacher,  but  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
F.  Emerson,  an  engineer  in  the  shoe  factory  at  ; 
Lestershire,  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Winifred  A., 
born  in  1879,  was  educated  in  the  Montrose  High 
School  and  is  now  one  of  the  successful  teachers  I 
of  Susquehanna;  Charles  J.,  born  in  1883,  is  a stu- 
dent in  the  home  schools.  Politically  Mr.  Stanley  I 
is  a Democrat.  He  has  held  various  local  offices,  S 
including  those  of  school  director  and  auditor.  Sev- 
eral times  he  has  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  ! 
but  he  has  always  declined  to  serve.  Religiously 
himself  and  wife  are  active  adherents  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

GEORGE  PEROZ,  a thrifty  and  enterprising 
agriculturist  of  Milford  township,  Pike  county,  is 
the  fortunate  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  1 1 8 acres  near  , 
Milford  village,  and  under  his  able  management  the  \ 
place  is  kept  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
born  June  9,  1854,  at  his  present  homestead,  and 
was  the  only  child  of  John  B.  and  Catherine  (Mat-  | 
thews)  Peroz,  both  now  deceased.  His  father  was  I 
born  in  1781  in  the  northern  part  of  France,  and  1 
when  fourteen  years  old  enlisted  as  a soldier  under  ] 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  He  was  with  the  “Little  j 
Corporal"  in  some  of  his  most  important  campaigns,  i 
including  the  disastrous  one  which  resulted  in  the  ; 
burning  of  Moscow,  and  at  Waterloo  he  received  a 
severe  saber  wound  in  the  neck.  In  1831  he  came 
to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  followed  gardening  and  farming.  In  1848  he 
removed  to  this  section  and  settled  at  the  present 
homestead,  then  a tract  of  unbroken  forest.  His 
first  purchase  included  twenty  acres  only,  but  as  time 
passed  he  added  other  tracts  until  the  estate  reached 
its  present  limits.  His  death  occurred  March  20, 

1877,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  at  Belfort,  France, 
died  February  9,  1898,  aged  eighty  years,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  the  Laurel  Hill 
cemetery  in  Milford  township.  Pike  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  at 
an  early  age  he  began  to  assume  responsibility  in 
the  management  of  the  homestead,  to  which  he 


succeeded  on  the  death  of  his  father.  He  and  his 
family  are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the  local- 
ity, and  he  is  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Yander- 
mark  Lodge  No.  828,  at  Milford.  Politically  he  is 
a Democrat,  but  he  has  not  been  especiallv  active  in 
partisan  work.  On  September  5,  1876,  he  was  mar- 
ried at  Dingmans  l-'erry  to  Miss  Emma  Ellenwine 
and  the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
John,  George,  Elizabeth,  Frank,  Catherine  V., 
Mary  and  Frederick,  who  are  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Peroz  was  born  at  Milford,  January  6, 
1856,  and  was  the  eldest  of  the  six  children  born  to 
John  K.  and  Adeline  (Strombergh)  Ellenwine,  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  other  children  were  as  fol- 
lows : Sarah  L.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Daumann, 
of  Milford;  Susan,  wife  of  Otto  Vogeley,  a farmer 
of  Three  Oaks,  Mich. ; Katie,  wife  of  Louis  Lake, 
also  a farmer  at  Three  Oaks,  Mich. ; Cecelia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  and  Frank  B.,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  at  Three  Oaks,  and  who  wed- 
ded Reekie  Klute.  John  K.  Ellenwine.  the  father, 
was  born  July  7,  1833,  and  when  a boy  emigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  For  some  time  he  made  his 
home  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  and  there  in  1854 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Adeline  Strombergh, 
who  was  born  in  1823.  In  1855  they  removed  to 
Milford,  and  there  made  their  home  until  1883, 
when  they  went  to  Indiana,  there  remaining  until 
1885,  at  which  time  they  made  their  last  change, 
going  to  Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  where  they  purchased 
a farm  adjacent  to  Oxford  Church.  On  Wednes- 
day, June  28,  1899,  while  engaged  in  mowing,  Mr. 
Ellenwine  met  an  accidental  death.  The  machine 
struck  a gutter  washed  out  by  the  recent  rains,  and 
Mr.  Ellenwine  was  thrown  out  backwards  ; the  back- 
ing of  the  horses  caused  the  mower  to  rest  on  him, 
and  death  ensued  in  a few  hours.  The  funeral  was 
held  two  days  later  in  the  Oxford  M.  E.  Church, 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  Dunham  officiating,  and  the  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Woodlawn  cemetery. 

ANDREW  A.  BIESECKER.  an  active  and 
energetic  member  of  the  farming  community  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  is  not  only  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  is  also  interested  in 
lumbering,  stock  raising  and  the  manufacture  of 
maple  sugar  and  syrup,  and  is  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  most  thorough  and  systematic  business 
men  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Biesecker  was  born  in  Madison  township, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn,  (then  Luzerne  county), 
August  12.  1842,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Matilda 
(Swartz)  Biesecker,  also  natives  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty. The  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a native 
of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America  at  an  earlv 
day  settled  in  Easton,  Penn.  The  grandparents, 
John  and  Sillepean  Biesecker,  were  both  born  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  German,  the 
latter  of  French  descent.  The  grandfather,  who 
was  one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes,  was  a farmer 
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by  occupation,  and  died  in  Buffalo  county,  Wis. 
(jur  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Balser  Swartz, 
was  also  a native  of  Germany. 

Jacob  Biesecker,  our  subject's  father,  was  one 
of  the  most  influential  and  popular  citizens  of  Mad- 
ison township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and 
as  county  commissioner  when  it  still  formed  a part 
of  Luzerne  county.  He  was  a large  man,  weighing 
180  pounds,  and  by  occupation  he,  too,  was  a farmer, 
while  socially  he  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1851,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-three  years,  and  was  buried 
at  Bear  Creek,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  June 
4,  1889,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Madisonville,  Penn. 
The  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows:  David 

married  Dora  McClure,  now  deceased,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Madison  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county ; William  H.  married  Maggie  Bat- 
son, and  is  a stock  raiser  and  farmer  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.;  Margaret  and  George  both-died  unmarried; 
Andrew  A.  is  the  next  of  the  family ; Hiram  married 
Bell  Blair,  and  is  a farmer  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis. ; 
Daniel  married  Hannah  Swartz,  and  is  a contractor 
and  builder,  of  Lackawanna,  Penn.;  and  Ira  mar- 
ried and  is  a farmer  of  Amboy,  Wash.  For  her 
second  husband  the  mother  of  these  children  mar- 
ried Anson  Swingle,  who  died  September  10,  1897, 
aged  seventy-four  years. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  Andrew  A.  Bies- 
ecker remained  with  his  mother  on  the  home  farm 
in  Lackawanna  county,  attending  the  district  schools 
and  assisting  in  the  labor  of  field  and  meadow.  He 
then  went  to  Mendota,  Wis.,  where  for  three  vears 
he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  contracting.  Return- 
Jng  home  he  enlisted  in  September,  1861,  for  three 
years,  in  Company  E,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Blair,  and  at  Laurel  Hill  during  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness  he  was  twice  wounded.  His  first  wound 
was  a slight  one  in  his  right  leg,  and  after  dressing 
it  he  took  up  his  gun  and  continued  fighting,  but  a 
half  hour  later  a bullet  struck  his  right  hand,  taking 
off  his  thumb  and  passing  through  the  wrist.  When 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  his  wounds  he 
returned  home  after  two  years  and  eight  months  of 
faithful  service  on  Southern  battlefields.  He  has 
since  successfully  operated  his  fine  farm  in  Saleni 
township,  Wayne  countv,  and  having  a large  grove 
of  maple  trees  upon  his  place,  he  manufactures 
sugar  and  syrup  quite  extensively. 

On  September  16,  1862.  in  Salem  township.  Mr. 
Biesecker  was  married,  by  Elder  Milton  Clark,  a 
Christian  minister,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  France,  who 
was  horn  on  the  farm  where  she  and  her  husband 
now  live,  Mav  6,  1846.  Her  parents.  Jacob  and 
Catherine  ( Hawk  ) France,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Xew  Jersey,  whence  they  came  to  Wavne 
county  in  1845  and  located  upon  a farm  of  seventy- 
one  acres,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 


until  called  from  this  life.  The  father  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  a man  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1851, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years,  and  his  estimable 
wife,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  passed  away  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  Hollis- 
terville  cemeterv.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Isaac,  who  mar- 
ried Evaline  Lamerue,  and  died  in  Kingston.  Penn. 
The  mother  was  twice  married,  her  second  husband 
being  Joseph  Hornbaker,  who  died  in  i860,  aged 
thirty-one,  leaving  one  child,  George,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  merchandising 'in  Greenridge, 
Penn.  Mrs.  France’s  parents  were  Philip  and 
Elizabeth  (Snover)  Hawk. 

Isaac  France.  Mrs.  Biesecker’s  paternal  grand- 
father. was  born  July  26,  1797,  in  Rhode  Island,  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Vaughn)  France,  na- 
tives of  Kentuckv  and  ’Xew  Jersey,  respectively. 
His  grandfather,  Isaac  France,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  who  came  to  America  at  an  early  day  and 
with  an  expedition  went  to  Kentucky  during  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  settled  near  Boone  Ridge. 
He  became  quite  wealthy  and  prominent.  The 
children  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Vaughn)  France 
were  Abram, ’who  married  Catora  Quick;  John, 
who  wedded  Marv  Snover,  and  after  her  death 
Lena  Miller ; Jacob,  who  married  Angeline  Hart- 
man; Isaac,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Biesecker; 
Richard,  who  married  Abby  Miller ; and  David, 
who  married  Susan  Hartman.  All  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  father  of  these  served  as  a private  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  On  May  11,  1819,  Isaac 
France  married  Anna  Titman,  who  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  April  1,  1796.  For  some  time  he  con- 
ducted a blacksmith  shop  near  Blairstown,  X.  T., 
but  spent  his  last  days  in  farming.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  He  died  January  12,  1840.  his 
wife  August  11.  1S37.  and  both  were  buried  at 
Blairstown.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Ja- 
cob, born  January  19,  1820,  married  Catherine 

Hawk,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Bies- 
ecker; Abram,  born  January  22,  1822,  died  in  1836: 
Isaac,  born  February  4.  1824,  is  deceased;  Walter 
B.  was  born  February  21.  1826;  Elizabeth,  born 
April  10.  1828,  is  the  widow  of  John  Ball : Mary, 
born  March  2.  1830,  married  first  Ezra  Pierce  and 
after  his  death  Moses  Dickinson,  but  both  she  and 
her  husband  are  now  deceased ; Sarah  A.,  born 
! April  7,  1835,  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Quick,  a farmer 
[ of  Bevington,  Iowa:  and  George,  born  April  11. 
1837.  died  at  Leadville,  Colorado. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biesecker  were  born  two  chil— 
| dren,  namelv:  Jacob,  who  married  Minnie  Simons 
! and  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Hollisterville.  Wavne 
county : and  Carrie,  who  married  Ward  Sheerer, 
j of  Maplewood,  Penn.,  and  died  leaving  one  child — 
I Ethel.  Poltically  Mr.  Biesecker  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, but  has  never  cared  for  office,  preferring 
I to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  in- 
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terests.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Patriotic 
( Iriler  Sons  of  America,  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the 
baptist  Church.  They  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  their  county,  their  sterling 
worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character  winning 
for  them  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom  they  come 
in  contact. 

WILLIAM  H.  REYNOLDS,  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war  and  a leading  citizen  of  Oak- 
land township,  owns  and  operates  a valuable  farm, 
whose  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  well  indicates 
his  careful  supervision.  Substantial  improvements 
are  surrounded  by  well-tilled  fields,  and  all  of  the 
accessories  and  conveniences  of  a model  farm  are 
there  found. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  a native  of  New  York,  born 
in  Greene  county,  in  November,  1844.  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Jrefa  (Watters)  Reynolds,'  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  Greene  coun- 
ty, the  father  in  1819.  After  residing  in  Delaware 
county.  N.  Y.,  for  some  years  theycame  to  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1856,  and 
bought  a farm,  on  which  the  father  still  lives  at  the 
age  of  eighty  vears,  but  his  wife  is  now  deceased. 
Leaving  his  wife  and  five  children  he  enlisted  during 
the  Civil  war  in  the  137th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  for  three 
years,  and  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  so 
seriously  wounded  in  the  shoulders  that  he  was 
disabled"  for  further  duty.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
of  his  children.  (2)  Martha  J.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Martin  Pooler,  of  Oakland  borough.  ( 3 ) Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Kent,  of  the  same  place,  and  has 
five  children.  (4)  Watson,  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  lives  in  Oakland  borough  and  by  his  mar- 
riage has  two  children.  (5)  Betsy  is  the  wife  of 
Noah  Chamberlain,  of  Oakland,  and  has  seven 
children. 

During  his  boyhood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  given  the  advantages  of  a district  school  edu- 
cation. and  upon  his  father's  farm  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  government  in  her  efforts  to  suppress 
the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  F.  112th  P.  Y. 

I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
As  a recruit  he  joined  his  regiment  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg and  was  placed  on  picket  duty  the  first  night. 
He  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Chase's  farm, 
ami  later  was  in  several  skirmishes  while  the  head-  i 
quarters  of  the  regiment  was  near  the  Appomattox  i 
river.  Thev  followed  Lee’s  army  to  Richmond  and  j 
after  the  surrender  of  that  general  were  stationed  at  1 
Petersburg  until  July,  1864.  when  they  were  dis- 
charged at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Prior  to  entering  the  army  Mr.  Reynolds  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  F.  Tanner,  of  Susquehanna,  a 
daughter  of  George  Tanner,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  in  ( )akland  township,  upon  which  he  made 
some  improvements,  but  later  sold  bis  first  pur-  j 
chase  ami  bought  his  present  farm  in  1865.  Here  I 


his  wife  died  in  1868.  leaving  two  children:  Ida, 
who  was  born  in  Susquenanna,  in  1865,  and  died  at 
J the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and  George,  who  died 
in  childhood.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  her 
sister.  Miss  Wealthy  Tanner,  who  died  with  con- 
sumption inside  of  two  years.  He  next  wedded 
Miss  May  Munson,  who  died  twelve  vears  later, 
leaving  three  daughters:  Jennie  and  Minnie,  who 
have  received  good  educations  and  are  at  home 
with  their  father ; and  Grace,  wife  of  Ernest  Pettis, 
of  Susquehanna.  In  1886,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  united 
in  marriage-  with  Mrs.  Hustey,  who  was  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  iiri86i,  a daughter  of  R.  H. 
and  Sarah  Atwell.  She  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  private  schools  of  Windsor,  and  when  a 
young  lady  gave-  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Chauncev 
Hustey,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she 
had  one  daughter.  Myrtle,  who  married  Lewis  Mc- 
Kinney, of  Oakland,  and  now  resides  in  Great 
Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county.  By  bis  last 
marriage  our  subject  has  no  children. 

In  1893  Mr.  Reynolds  erected  upon  his  farm  a 
fine  residence  with  every  modern  convenience : has 
cleared  his  entire  farm  and  placed  it  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
improved  and_  most  desirable  places  of  the  localitv. 
Although  he  started  out  in  life  a poor  bov,  he  has  bv 
his  own  honest  industry  and  good  management 
accumulated  the  means  to  make  him  independent. 
In  1894  he  became  manager  of  the  poor  farm  of 
Oakland  township,  which  he  most  satisfactorily 
conducted  for  three  years,  and  then  returned  to 
his  own  farm.  He  has  always  cast  his  ballot  with 
the  Republican  party  but  has  never  been  an  aspir- 
ant for  office,  though  he  has  filled  a number  of  local 
positions.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  of  Susquehanna,  and  he  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
they  were  both  reared.  They  have  an  adopted  son, 
Karl  W.  Reynolds,  now  two  vears  old. 

SILAS  H.  SMITH,  a prosperous  and  highly 
esteemed  agriculturist  of  Rush  township,  is  a native 
1 of  Susquehanna  county,  and  since  attaining  to  man’s 
estate  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  farm- 
ing interests.  He  was  born  in  Auburn  township. 
January  9.  1857,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Urania  (Leon- 
ard) Smith,  also  natives  of  Susquehanna  countv, 
where  they  were  married  April  S.  1850.  Through- 
out life  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  during  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  H.  147th  P.  Y.  I.  He  was 
born  July  9,  1825,  and  died  in  Rush  township,  Janu- 
ary 13,  1S9T.  while  the  mother  was  born  April  11, 
1832,  and  died  December  13.  1872.  and  thev  now 
sleep  side  by  side  in  the  Rush  Center  cemeterv. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Albert  L..  born 
July  21.  1851.  is  now  a resident  of  Scranton.  Penn. ; 
Sallv  \\’..  born  October  30.  1834.  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  S.  Stone,  of  Scranton:  Silas  II..  our  sub- 
ject. is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Jerome  \Y.,  born 
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March  5,  1S59,  is  a resident  of  Rush ; Stella  M., 
born  June  26,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  George  Lincoln, 
of  Birehardville ; and  Janies  R.,  born  June  22,  1866, 
is  deaf  and  dumb.  1 he  father  was  a second  time 
married,  June  7,  1873,  this  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Elmira  (Sebring)  Dickerson.  Our  subject's  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  John  Smith,  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Silas  H.  Smith 
remained  with  his  parents,  and  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen began  working  as  a farm  hand  for  others,  being 
thus  employed  for  nine  years.  He  was  then  mar- 
ried and  located  upon  his  .present  farm,  where  he 
has  since  lived  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  on  another  farm  in  Rush  township.  In  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits,  for  four  sum- 
mers he  engaged  in  peddling  meat.  He  has  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  fine  farms.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of 
the  most  thorough  and  skillful  farmers  of  his  com- 
munity, as  well  as  one  of  its  most  upright  and  re- 
liable citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

On  December  1,  1883,  in  Rush,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Smith  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Kunkle,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Cleon  L.,  born 
April  19,  1885:  and  Raymond  L.,  born  June  12, 
1894.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  East  Rush,  Susque- 
hanna countv,  April  29,  i860,  and  being  provided 
with  a good  practical  education,  she  commenced 
teaching  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
successfully  taught  two  terms  of  three  months  each. 
She  then  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  milliner's 
trade,  and  later  conducted  a millinery  shop  of  her 
own  until  1S97,  when  she  sold  out  owing  to  poor 
health.  She.  is  a most  estimable  lady  who  has  the 
respect  of  all  who  know  her,  and  in  the  conduct  of 
her  business  affairs  displayed  remarkable  ability. 

Mrs.  Smith's  parents  were  John  H.  and  Sarah 
( Spragle)  Kunkle,  natives  of  Alonroe  county, 
Penn.,  who  made  their  home  in  Kunkletown  until 
1851,  then  removed  to  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and 
seven  years  later  became  residents  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The  father,  who  in 
early  life  followed  milling  and  later  farming,  was 
born  January  29,  1811,  ar.d  died  in  1877;  while 
the  mother  was  born  January  17,  1817,  and  died  July 
5,  1888,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Rush  Center 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  lerrv,  deceased ; 
George,  now  deceased,  was  a soldier  'of  the  Civil 
war:  Edna,  deceased;  Jacob  S.  died  in  the  army 
during  the  Rebellion;  William  C,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Catherine,  widow  of  R.  S.  Loose,  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  countv : John  W. 
also  died  in  the  army;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Asa 
W.  Hickok;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  D.  L.  Bunnell, 
of  Binghamton,  X.  V. ; Edwin  M.  died  in  infancy; 
Alary  !•.  married  Kirby  Bunnell,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Ella  S.  married  Randolph  Wilcox,  a 
huckster  of  Rush  township : and  Sarah  E.  is  the 
wife  of  our  cubject.  Her  paternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Rebecca  (Huston)  Kunkle,  of  Alon- 


roe county ; and  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Jacob  S.  and  Catherine  (Alyers)  Spragle,  also  of 
that  county. 

GEORGE  W.  DANIELS,  deceased.  It  is  dif- 
ficult for  the  rising  generation  to  realize  the  changes 
that  have  been  brought  about  in  this  section  within 
an  average  lifetime,  but  Air.  Daniels,  late  a venerable 
and  highly-esteemed  resident  of  White  Alills,  Wayne 
county,  could  recall  the  time  when  that  locality  was 
a veritable  "howling  wilderness.”  During  his  span 
of  life  fertile  farms  and  busy  cities  took  the  place 
of  the  forests  which  once  stretched  unbroken  over 
j hill  and  valley,  and  he  had  many  interesting  remin- 
j iscences  of  the  early  time  to  relate.  As  a boy  he 
[ became  inured  to  all  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
j "backwoods”  life,  and  as  a man  he  did  effective  work 
in  supporting  the  progressive  movements  which 
have  brought  about  our  present  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

Air.  Daniels  was  born  Alay  27,  1822,  at  Pal- 
myra, Wayne  county,  son  of  Russell  and  Cynthia 
(Kellam)  Daniels,  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  that  locality.  They  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Wayne  county,  and  for  a short  time 
after  their  marriage  resided  at  Tafton,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  father  purchased  a small  tract  of 
land,  improving  it  for  a homestead.  Later  he 
bought  a large  amount  of  real  estate  at  the  present 
site  of  Hawley,  and  there  made  his  permanent 
home,  clearing  out  an  extensive  farm.  The  timber 
from  the  tract  was  disposed  of  to  good  advantage, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  was  among  the  lead- 
i ing  lumbermen  on  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware 
rivers.  He  was  a man  of  strong  character,  and  he 
; and  his  estimable  wife  were  active  workers  in  re- 
I ligious  and  educational  movements,  helping  to  found 
j schools  and  Churches  in  the  community.  He  died 
i December  8,  1863.  and  she  survived  him  but  a few 
years,  her  death  occurring  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Airs.  Electa  Bassett,  of  Honesdale.  This  ex- 
cellent couple  had  eight  children,  whom  they  reared 
to  lives  of  usefulness  and  honor : (1)  Frank,  born 

at  Hawley,  in  1819,  remained  on  the  homestead  for 
some  years  of  his  early  manhood,  but  later  removed 
to  White  Alills,  where  he  purchased  property.  He 
died  there  in  1885.  and  his  widow,  formerly  Aliss 
Yictorine  Dexter,  of  Wayne  county,  died  in  August, 
1897.  They  had  five  children.  Elmore,  Ida,  Arthur, 
Cora  and  Alyra.  (2)  George  W.,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Ira,  born  at 
Hawley,  resided  there  until  his  death,  in  1895.  He 
married  Aliss  Alargaret  Atkinson,  of  Wayne  coun- 
j tv,  who  survived  him  with  five  children,  Howard, 
j \\  illiam,  Fannie,  Delaphinc  and  Lizzie.  (4)  Alar- 
j tin,  born  at  Hawley,  resides  at  Scranton.  Penn., 
where  he  is  employed  in  the  car  shops.  He  mar- 
ried Aliss  Alary  Compton,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Edith  and  Alav.  (5)  Ed- 
win, born  at  Hawley,  married  Alary  Ilailev,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  still  resides  in  that  county. 
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(6)  Dighten  was  born  at  Hawley,  where  he  still 
resides,  being  employed  in  the  railroad  depot.  He 
married  Miss  Fanny  Snyder,  of  the  same  town, 
and  they  have  four  daughters,  Annie  (wife  of  Os- 
car Ridgewav),  Jennie  (,wife  of  Mortimer  Ball,  of 
Hawley),  Nellie,  and  Lulu.  (7)  Elizabeth,  born 
at  Hawlev,  in  1830,  married  a Air.  Slocum,  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  two 
children,  George,  and  Emma  (now  Airs.  AIoss,  of 
Chicago).  (8)  Electa,  born  in  1837,  at  Hawley, 
is  the  widow  of  John  Bassett,  of  Honesdale.  Six- 
children  also  survive — Russell,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Kansas  City;  Anna,  wife  of  William 
Hanton,  of  Chicago;  Elizabeth,  who  resides  with  - 
her  mother,  at  Honesdale;  James,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Canada;  and  Herbert  and  Charles, 
who  are  residents  of  Honesdale. 

George  W.  Daniels  was  reared  at  the  old  home- 
stead at  Hawley,  and  until  he  reached  his  majority 
assisted  his  father  upon  the  farm.  On  leaving- 
home  he  engaged  in  boating,  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal,  carrying  lumber  and  coal  from 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  to  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  a distance  of 
108  miles.  After  spending  one  year  in  this  occupa- 
tion he  resumed  his  work  upon  the  homestead, 
which  he  continued  until  his  marriage,  November 
2,  1844.  to  Aliss  Lura  Dexter,  daughter  of  John 
and  Lura  Dexter,  well-known  pioneers  of  New 
York  State.  Soon  after  this  event  Air.  Daniels  set- 
tled upon  a farm  at  Purdytown,  Wayne  county,  be- 
longing to  his  father,  and  engaged  in  stock  raising, 
dealing  largely  in  horses,  of  which  he  had  many 
fine  ones.  Pie  remained  there  about  ten  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Hawley  and  followed  teaming  for 
some  time.  In  1865  he  purchased  the  old  Perry 
homestead,  of  150  acres,  at  White  Afills,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  October  26,  1899, 
his  attention  being  devoted  to  agricultural  work 
until  his  retirement  from  active  business,  in  1885. 
He  always  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs. and  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  While  never  an  office- 
seeker,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  do  his  duty  as  a citizen, 
and  his  interest  in  educational  matters  was  shown 
by  his  active  service  for  more  than  fifteen  years  as 
a school  director.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
drafted,  but  paid  $300  for  a substitute  and  remained 
at  home.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  Airs.  Daniels  was  a consistent 
member  until  her  death,  on  April  30,  1883.  She 
was  a faithful  helpmeet,  sharing  cheerfully  all  the 
hardships  of  her  husband's  life,  and  her  influence 
was  a lasting  inspiration  to  him. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Daniels: 
(1)  Cynthia,  born  in  Purdytown,  August  22,  184—, 
married  David  Bishop,  of  Hawley,  and  after  his 
decease  wedded  Erastus  Iladglon,  of  Ariel,  Wayne 
county,  where  she  now  resides.  She  has  five  chil- 
dren, all  by  her  first  marriage,  Lulu.  Freeman, 
George,  Frederick  and  Charles.  (2)  Lura,  born 
in  1847,  in  Wayne  county,  married  Joel  Fish,  and 


removed  to  Blackberry,  111.,  where  her  husband 
died  some  years  ago.  She  returned  to  \\  ayne  coun- 
ty  with  her  three  sons,  George,  Joseph  and  Lewis, 
and  died  in  1889.  Her  sons,  who  arc  now  grown 
to  manhood,  were  reared  under  the  kindly  care  ot 
their  grandfather  and  their  aunt  Amanda.  (3) 
Aliss  Amanda,  born  m Wayne  county,  August  2, 
1849,  received  a classical  education  in  the  schools 
of  White  Mills,  and  her  refinement  and  culture  have 
made  her  a leader  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the 
locality.  She  takes  an  active  part  in  Church  and 
Sunday-school  work,  and  for  some  years  has  had 
entire  charge  of  the  home,  having  relieved  her 
'mother's  last  days  from  care,  .and  proving  her  fa- 
ther's chief  comfort  in  old  age.  (4)  Emma  died 
in  early  womanhood.  (5)  Edith  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years.  (6)  Martha  died  at  the  age  of 
five. 

T J.  STRICKLAND,  a progressive  and  ener- 
getic farmer  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  o_i  the 
most  prominent  and  distinguished  families  ot  that 
section  of  the  county.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  Stow  Strickland,  who  was  probably  a native  ot 
England  and  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
His”  son,  Jonathan  Strickland,  the  great-grandtather 
of  our  subject,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in  the 
Nutmeg  State.  For  some  time  he  lived  in  what 
was  known  as  the  stone  tavern  near  Shohola  Falls, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  later  came  to  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a millwright 
by  trade  and  during  his  residence  in  Pike  county 
operated  an  up  and  down  mill.  He  married  and  his 
wife  died  November  25,  1815,  while  iris  own  death 
occurred  July  3’  1816.  do  them  were  born  four 
children,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Jonathan; 
Sylvester,  grandfather  of  our  subject : Sarah,  wife 
of  Jeremiah  Rosengrant ; and  Phoebe,  wife  of  Samuel 
Sutton,  of  Springville  townsnip. 

Sylvester  Strickland  was  born  near  Shohola 
Falls.  "Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  August  7,  1791,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Wyoming  county,  where  he  was 
married  September  11,  1811.  to  Aliss  Rachel  Taylor, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  June  3,  1792,  and  when 
a child  was  taken  to  Wyoming  county.  Penn.,  by  her 
parents,  Obediah  and  Rhoda  ( Wilcox  ) Taylor.  Her 
father  died  October  27,  1830.  her  mother  January 
1,  1855.  On  leaving  Wyoming  county.  Sylvester 
Strickland  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
Springville  township  purchased  120  acres  of  wild 
land,  of  which  lie  cleared  a large  portion  and  con- 
verted it  into  well  tilled  fields.  His  political  support 
was  given  the  Republican  party,  and  he  most  ac- 
ceptably filled  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. tie  died  October  1,  1S76,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  Alav  2t.  1868.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Calvin 
Rogers,  of  Springville  township;  Ezra,  deceased; 
Isaac,  who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war; 
Susana,  deceased  wife  of  Thcron  Alarcy.  of  Wyom- 
ing county;  Esther,  deceased  wife  of  J.  W.  Fisk,. 
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of  Morrison,  Whiteside  Co.,  111. ; John,  father  of 
our  subject ; Alfred,  deceased,  who  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  Omaha,  Xeb. ; Philander,  a resident  of 
Springville  township:  Ruth,  wife  of  Preston  Mary- 
ott,  a farmer  of  Springville  township;  Theron,  also 
a resident  of  that  township ; and  Clarissa,  deceased 
wife  of  Martin  Park,  of  the  same  place. 

John  Strickland,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Springville  township,  November  io,  1822,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life.  In  1848  he  bought  eighty- 
one  acres  of  wild  land,  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  which  he  turned  his  attention  after 
erecting  thereon  a house  and  barn,  and  to  the 
original  purchase  h$  afterward  added  fifty-two 
acres.  At  different  times  he  bought  and  sold  other 
property,  but  retained  liis  first  farm  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  until  called  from  this  life,  Oc- 
tober 1 6,  1890.  He  was  a strong  Republican  in 
political  sentiment,  and  served  as  overseer  of  the 
poor.'  On  March  26.  1848,  lie  wedded  Miss  Mary 
C.  Kintner,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Stucker)  Kintner,  who  were  married  January  14, 
1819.  Her  father  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
December  3,  1791,  and  died  April  17,  1877.  His 
father  was  Conrad  Kintner,  a native  of  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  now  Pike  county,  who 
married  Christiana  Puss,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  sons  and  seven  daughters,  nearly  all  of  whom 
lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  To  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Stucker)  Kintner  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Angeline.  now  eighty  years  of  age.  is  the  wid- 
ow of  George  Carney,  of  Wyoming  county;  Thomas, 
deceased,  was  a resident  of  Meshoppen,  Wyoming 
county;  Mary  C.,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
November  16,  1821  : Christiana  is  the  wife  of  Tack- 
son  Mowry,  of  Meshoppen ; Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Frank  Siegfried,  of  Wyoming  county:  Conrad  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years ; Mary  Margaret  died 
young;  and  John  died  leaving  a family. 

J.  J.  Strickland  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
eight  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth, now  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Squire,  of  Wyoming 
county;  Sophronia,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead with  her  mother : Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  and  a half  years;  Ella,  wife  of  J.  C.  Reynolds, 
of  Wyoming  county;  Sarah,  widow  of  John  Squire, 
of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county;  J. 
Edwin,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Christina  Lavina, 
wife  of  L.  II.  Gregory,  a farmer  of  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  ccuntv.  Our  subject  was  ljorn 
in  Springville  township,  May  26,  1864.  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  and  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  Mansfield  State  Normal,  and  on  com- 
pleting the  course  returned  to  the  home  farm.  In 
connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  he  was  for 
several  years  successfullv  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Springville  township.  He  now  owns  and  operates 
the  old  homestead,  consisting  of  133  acres  all  cleared 
and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  also 
agent  for  farm  implements.  He  raises  considerable 


corn  and  oats,  and  for  dairy  purposes  has  twenty 
cows. 

In  Wyoming  county,  June  27,  1889,  Mr.  Strick- 
land was  married  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Sackett,  a Metho- 
dist Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Dora  B.  Yose.  Her 
parents,  James  L.  and  Amanda  E.  (lamer)  \ ose, 
have  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  county,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  milling  until  1890,  and 
has  since  carried  on  an  insurance  business.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  a little  daughter,  Elta 
Blanche,  born  July  26,  1892.  Mr.  Strickland  casts 
his  ballot  - for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  now  efficiently  serving  his 
ninth  year  as  auditor  of  his  township.  He  attends 
and  supports  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  his 
mother  is  a member.  As  a business  man  he  is 
straightforward  and  reliable,  and  as  a citizen  meets 
every  requirement. 

A.  W.  MILES.  This  prominent  farmer  and 
business  man  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  of  the  third  generation  of  the  pioneers 
of  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather, 
Thomas  Miles,  a native  of  Connecticut,  migrated  to 
Susquehanna  county  early  in  the  present  century 
with  his  wife.  Polly  Yose,  and  settled  in  Dimock 
township,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  namely:  Tames.  Betsy, 
Maria,  Lucy.  Jonathan,  Jasper,  Cordelia.  William. 
John  Orey  and  Riley.  Of  these,  Jasper,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Dimock  township.  He 
was  married  in  Bradford  county  to  Ursula  Black. 
For  some  years  after  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Dim- 
ock township,  then  moved  to  Auburn  township, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  of  considera- 
ble size.  He  then  farmed  for  some  years  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  whence  he  removed  to  Dimock 
township  and  died  near  the  old  homestead,  aged 
forty-one  years.  His  wife  subsequently  married  J. 
J.  Green,  of  Elk  county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1895,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  The  family  of 
Jasper  and  Ursula  Miles  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  Burton  E.,  a farmer  of  Ridgway.  Elk 
county,  owning  about  eight  hundred  acres  of  iand ; 
Alonzo  W„  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year;  Mary,  who  married  E.  M. 
Tiffany,  a merchant  of  Hopbottom,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; Albert,  deceased;  Frank,  deceased;  and 
Thomas  J..  a painter  of  Sherman.  Chautauqua  coun- 
ty. New  York. 

Alonzo  W.  was  born  in  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  December  25,  1842.  He  was 
reared  in  that  county,  attending  the  district  schools 
and  also  the  graded  schools  at  Spring  Hill.  He  left 
home  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  when  his  father  died, 
and  lived  with  one  family  for  seven  years.  He  en- 
listed September  12,  1861,  in  Company  D.  50th  X'. 
Y.  Engineers,  and  remained  continuously  in  service 
until  discharged  August  15,  1865,  serving  on  the 
regular  detail  to  construct  roads,  build  pontoon 
bridges,  etc.  The  regiment  was  the  largest  in  ser- 
vice, having  a force  of  1800  men.  It  was  stationed 
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in  Virginia  throughout  the  war  and  was  actively  en- 
gaged during  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Cold 
Harbor  and  Yorktown.  After  his  discharge  from 
the  government  service  Mr.  Miles  was  engaged  tor 
eight  years  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Pittston. 
He  was  then  engaged  for  two  years  as  stationary 
engineer  of  the  Glenwood  tannery.  Removing  to 
Hopbottom  he  was  for  eighteen  years  salesman  with 
E.  M.  Tiffany.  In  October,  1896,  he  located  at  West 
Lenox,  where  he  bought  a farm,  erected  a store  and 
has  since  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  connec-  . 
tion  with  extensive  and  successful  fruit  farming. 

Mr.  Miles  was  first  married  to  Nellie  Alexan- 
der ; she  died  leaving  one  child — Bert  C.,  born  March  .1 
7,  1873,  who  served  in  Company  C,  13th  P.  V.  I.,  j 
during  the  Spanish-American  war.  The  second  wife  j 
of  our  subject  was  Miss-  Nettie  Hardy.  After  her 
death  he  married  Elizabeth  E.  Crandall,  the  daughter 
of  William  P.  Crandall,  of  Hopbottom.  After  her 
death  Mr.  Miles  married  his  present  wife,  Lida  L. 
Lawrence,  adopted  daughter  of  Seymour  Lawrence, 
of  Lenox  township.  In  politics  Mr.  Miles  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  At  Hopbottom  he  was  frequent- 
ly called  upon  to  fill  local  offices,  including  those  of 
burgess  (for  two  terms),  and  school  director.  He 
was  elected  the  first  high  constable  of  the  borough. 
Mr.  Miles  was  formerly  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

JOHN  C.  PEIRSON,  a well-known  farmer 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  on  his  present  farm, 
March  17,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  William  W.  and 
Majtala  (Barnum)  Peirson,  the  former  born  in  New 
Jersey,  March  30,  1821,  the  latter  in  Franklin  town-  ; 
ship,  May  9,  1821.  When  quite  young  the  father  j 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  j 
and  throughout  his  active  business  life  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Franklin  township.  Fie  ! 
died  September  29,  i860,  and  was  buried  at  Laws- 
ville,  Susquehanna  county,  while  his  wife  died  No- 
vember 12,  1873,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  She  was  twice  mar- 
ried. her  second  husband  being  John  Dean,  who  died 
in  1896.  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  but  she  had 
no  children  by  that  union.  The  children  of  the  first 
marriage  were  Laura  A.,  a resident  of  Franklin 
township;  Theron.  of  California;  Frank  W.,  a trav- 
eling salesman  of  New  York;  John  C.,  our  subject; 
and  Walton  II.,  a railroad  employe  of  Nebraska. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John 
and  Betsy  (Talmage)  Peirson.  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey. and  his  maternal  grandparents  were  Stephen 
and  Sarah  (Smith)  Barnum,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

John  C.  Peirson  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
his  present  farm,  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
its  operation  since  attaining  to  man's  estate.  He 
is  a wide-awake,  energetic  man,  and  from  a modest 
beginning,  in  which  he  was  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources,  has  placed  himself  among  the  pros- 
perous and  substantial  citizens  of  the  township.  In 
politics  he  is  a steadfast  Republican,  and  as  a man 


and  citizen  contributes  his  full  share  toward  enhanc- 
ing the  intellectual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 

On  November  17,  18S0,  in  Franklin  township, 
Mr.  Peirson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsy 
A.  McKinney,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren; Frank  M.,  Maud  A.,  Stanley  L.  and  Ellen  R. 
Mrs.  Peirson  was  born  in  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna 
county,  September  19,  1858,  a daughter  of  John  O. 
and  Rebecca  (Holmes)  McKinney,  also  natives  of 
Great  Bend,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1S63,  when  they  moved  to  Franklin  town- 
ship. There  the  father  died  in  July,  of  that  year, 
at  the  age  of  forty  years  and  ten  months,  the  mother 
in  1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  both 
were  buried  in  Lawsville  cemetery.  In  religious 
faith  they  were  Baptists,  and  they  were  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely ; Melvin,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Franklin  township;  Lucy  J..  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Ellen,  who  lives  with 
her  brother  on  the  home  farm ; John  O.,  a farmer 
of  Franklin  township;  Charles  J.,  a farmer  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county;  and 
Betsy  A.,  wife  of  our  subject.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, John  and  Betsy  ( Crocker)  McKinney,  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  early  settlers  of  Great 
Bend,  where  the  former  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness. The  maternal  grandparents,  John  and  Betsy 
( Manning)  Holmes,  were  natives  of  Boston,  Mass., 
and  were  also  pioneers  of  Great  Bend,  where  they 
spent  their  last  days. 

WALTER  J.  KEESLER,  the  genial  landlord 
of  the  “Hotel  Lancaster,"  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.. 
in  1856,  a son  of  Charles  D.  and  Sallie  Keesler,  and 
grandson  o.f  John  and  Clara  Keesler.  The  grandfa- 
ther was  born  on  the  Hudson  in  New  Y'ork  State, 
and  on  coming  to  Pennsylvania  located  near  Galilee 
in  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  There  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  namely ; Eli ; 
Charles;  Lyman;  Julia,  wife  of  Edward  Turner,  of 
Wayne  county ; Melvina,  wife  of  Harry  Stocker, 
of  Wayne  county;  Satira.  wife  of  J.  L.  Brigham,  of 
Damascus  township;  and  Julius,  who  married  Fran- 
ces Brigham  and  located  in  Damascus. 

Charles  Keesler.  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Haverstraw.  X.  Y..  but  was  reared  in  Damascus. 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  for  many  years,  his  time  and  attention  being 
given  to  the  occupations  of  lumbering  and  farming. 
He  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, in  1888;  but  his  worthy  wife  is  still  living  in 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county.  The  children  horn 
to  them  were  as  follows;  ( 1)  Adaline.  horn  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Damascus  township.  Wayne  coun- 
ty. married  Joel  Potter,  of  the  same  locality,  and  with 
their  family  they  now  resident  Manchester. Penn. ( 2) 
Levi  J..  who  was  a member  of  Company  I,  Sqth  P. 
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V.  I.,  served  all  through  the  Civil  war  and  partici- 
pated in  many  important  engagements,  tie  mar- 
ried Lvdia  .Marks,  of  Damascus,  and  they  now  reside 
near  Drovers  Home,  Monroe  county.  Their  children 
are:  Travis;  John;  Lottie,  wife  of  Milo  AIcGarger, 
of  -Monroe  county;  Addison;  Grace;  and  Anna.  (,3) 
Clarissa  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Brigham,  a farmer 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  five  children : Melita,  Charles, 
Rockwell,  Mttsie  and  Cora.  (4)  Caroline  mar- 
ried Orville  Brigham,  who  died  leaving  one  son, 
Jacob,  and  she  later  married  John  Lharles,  of 
Damascus,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  rendered  blind  by  being  seriously  wounded 
while  in  the  service.  They  now  reside  in  Delaware 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  have  children  as  follows:  Sal- 
lie,  Walter,  Laura,  Libbie,  Grant  and  Joseph.  (5) 
Peter  married  Lottie  Stryker,  of  Wayne  county, 
and  they  live  on  his  farm  at  Galilee,  that  county. 
Their  children  are  Grace  and  Maggie.  (6)  Harry 
married  Annie  Palmer,  of  Manchester,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  with  their  family  they  live  on  his  farm  at 
that  place.  (7)  Julius,  a resident  of  South  Sterling, 
Wayne  county,  married  Ettie  Dowling,  of  Mt.  Po- 
cono,  Monroe  county,  a daughter  of  Josiah  Dowling, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Blanch.  (8)  Rosanna 
is  the  wife  of  Richard  Pierce,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  a resident  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county. 
(9)  Ulysses  died  in  childhood.  (10)  Ernest  was 
killed  by  accident  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Walter  J.  Keesler,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  reared  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  and  after  attending  its  common  schools,  he 
completed  his  education  at  Yion  Academy  of  Damas- 
cus. As  a young  man  he  worked  in  the  lumber 
woods  for  some  years,  and  in  1876  he  embarked  in 
the  manufacture  of  brush  handles  at  South  Branch, 
Wayne  county,,  but  in  this  undertaking  met  with  mis- 
fortune, as  his  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  tire. 
He  then  came  to  Monroe  county  and  purchased  the  j 
old  Whitzel  property  in  Coolbaugh  township,  which 
included  a hotel  and  a tract  of  timber  land,  on  which 
he  erected  a sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  for  a number  of  years.  He  also  conducted 
a hotel  at  Moscow,  Penn.,  for  one  year,  and  another 
at  Hawley  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  then  re- 
sumed lumbering  in  Coolbaugh  township  and  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  South  Sterling.  Later 
he  erected  a sawmill  and  stick  factory  at  Barrett, 
Monroe  county,  and  in  connection  with  their  oper- 
ation he  followed  merchandising  at  Canadensis  for 
some  time,  after  which  he  purchased  mill  property 
at  Angels,  Wayne  county,  where  he  continued  to  en- 
gage in  business  until  August,  1898.  when  he  sold 
his  interests  there  and  returned  to  Monroe  county. 
He  there  successfully  conducted  the  Drovers  Home 
Hotel  but  continued  his  interests  in  other  business 
enterprises.  At  present  he  is  in  charge  of  the  Hotel 
Lancaster  at  South  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  He  is 
a man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  is  straightforward 
and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and  is  worthy  to  he 
classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  his  community. 


In  1881  Mr.  Keesler  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Lancaster,  a most  estimable  lauy. 
Her  parents  were  Hugh  and  Emma  Lancaster,  of 
South  Sterling,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  families  of  Wayne  county,  which  num- 
bered among  its  members  Richard  Lancaster,  who 
served  as  sheriff  and  also  represented  the  county  in 
the  State  Legislature.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
was  born  one  daughter,  Daisy,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  months.  Religiously  Air.  Keesler  is  a 
Protestant,  and  politically  is  a Democrat. 

L.  H.  HARRIS,  an  energetic,  progressive  and 
successful  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Springville  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Auburn  township,  October  9.  1839. 
His  father,  Milton  Harris,  was  born  in  Rhode  isl- 
and, January  28,  1796,  and  as  he  lost  his  father 
when  quite  young,  he  was  bound  out  to  work  from 
early  childhood  until  he  attained  his  majority.  Com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  181S.  he  first 
located  in  Dimock  township,  but  afterward  removed 
to  Auburn  township,  where  he  purchased  500  acres 
of  land  and  built  two  gristmills  and  several  saw- 
mills. He  was  an  enterprising,  wide-awake  business 
man,  who  followed  farming  and  milling  throughout 
life,  and  for  ten  years  owned  and  operated  a grist- 
mill in  Meshoppen,  Penn.  On  June  22.  1820,  lie 
was  married  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  to  Miss  Sally  F.  Bennett,  who  was  born  in 
Chenango  county,  X.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Amos  Ben- 
nett, a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  his  wife.  Wealthy. 
Of  the  eleven  children  born  of  this  union,  six  are 
now  deceased.  George  A.  died  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Abbie  and  Sylvia  both  died  in  infancy ; Abbie 
(second)  married  and  lived  in  Auburn  township, 
but  is  now  deceased ; and  Bishop  I.  Those  still  liv- 
ing are  as  follows:  Paulina,  born  Xovember  17, 
1831,  is  the  widow  of  R.  H.  Birch,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; John,  born  May  15,  1834,  is  a machinist  of 
Chicago,  111.;  Revillo,  born  July  10,  1836,  married 
Addie  Lott,  of  Auburn  township;  L.  H..  our  sub- 
ject, is  the  next  of  the  family;  Milton,  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1841.  lives  on  part  of  the  old  homestead  in 
Auburn  township.  Gerana,  born  July  18,  1845, 
married  C.  L.  Low,  of  Auburn  township,  and  died 
July  3.  1886.  The  father  died  March  30.  1876,  and 
the  mother,  who  was  born  January  4.  1802,  died 
October  5,  1897.  Both  were  faithful  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  politics  the  father  was  a Republican, 
and  he  filled  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace  and 
school  director. 

In  Auhurn  township,  L.  PI.  Plarris  grew  to 
manhood,  and  was  provided  with  common  school 
advantages.  There  he  followed  both  milling  and 
farming  in  early  life  and  met  with  fair  success  in  his 
undertakings.  He  was  married  in  Auburn  township 
April  21,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  O.  Setser.  a daughter 
of  John  and  Euphemia  (McKean)  Setser,  of  War- 
ren county,  X.  J.  The  name  of  the  family  was  orig- 
inally spelled  Setzler.  Airs.  Harris’  father  was 


■ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1077 


born  July  27,  1823,  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  of  which  his  father,  Henry  Setser, 
was  also  a native,  and  the  former  died  November 
23,  1890.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Warren  coun- 
ty, X.  J.,  October  9.  1827,  and  died  May  30,  1861. 
The  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Auburn  town- 
ship. Mr.  Setser  had  located  in  that  township  on 
coming  to  the  county,  in  1841,  but  had  previously 
lived  for  a time  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer,  and  in  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Republican.  His  wife’s  parents  were 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Angle)  McKean,  both  natives 
of  Warren  county,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Harris  is  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Sarah  C.,  born  August  16,  1843,  died  in  infancy; 
Nathan  P.,  twin  brother  of  Mrs.  Harris,  born 
December  16.  1847,  is  now  deceased;  Eliza  M..  born 
April  13,  1S50,  is  tbe  wife  of  C.  J.  Arnts,  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn. ; Daniel  H.,  born  January  5,  1852, 
is  a resident  of  Springville,  Penn. ; Frances  I.,  born 
January  5,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Cool,  of  Hop- 
bottom  ; John  W.,  born  April  16,  1856,  is  engaged 
in  mining  in  Aspen,  Colo.;  Annie  E.,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Filkins,  of  Au- 
burn township;  and  Lucy  E.,  born  April  24,  1861, 
is  the  wife  of  G.  F.  Ace,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister  of  Nicholson,  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flarris 
have  a family  of  five  children,  namely : Euphemia  S., 
born  April  19,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Brooks, 
superintendent  of  a large  dairy  farm  at  De  Kalb, 
111. ; John  L.,  born  October  28,  1869,  is  the  instructor 
of,the  dairy  department  of  Washington  Agricultural 
College  and  School  of  Science,  and  has  mine  claims 
in  the  same  State;  Minnie  F.,  born  July  15,  1872,  is 
the  wife  of  Otis  La  France,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Susquehanna  county;  Meta,  born  March  9,  1876,  is 
the  wife  of  Bruce  Griffis,  a practical  creamery  man 
of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; and  George,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1880,  is  at  home. 

In  1870  Mr.  Harris  purchased  fifty-seven  acres 
of  improved  land  in  Springville  township,  for  $3,- 
300,  and  upon  this  place  he  now  resides,  his  time 
being  devoted  to  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
also  owns  seventy-five  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
in  Auburn  township,  and  operated  the  same  until 
1895.  Upon  his  place  he  has  a fine  orchard  which 
usually  bears  about  300  bushels  of  apples  per  year. 
As  a public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  he 
takes  a deep  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  promote 
tne  welfare  of  the  community,  and  accordingly 
joined  the  Grange  on  its  organization  in  his  town- 
ship, and  also  the  Five  States  Milk  Association.  Al- 
though not  a member,  he  attends  and  supports  dif- 
ferent Churches.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a Republican,  and  for  three  years  lie  lias  most  effi- 
ciently served  as  school  director  in  his  district.  He  is 
one  of  the  honored  and  valued  citizens  of  Spring- 
ville township,  his  upright  and  honorable  career 
having  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  either  in 
business  or  social  life. 


ORISTES  T.  HULL,  a prominent  farmer  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Dundaff,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  July  9, 
1847,  *n  Hullville,  Lackawanna  county,  when  it 
still  formed  a part  of  Luzerne  county,  and  is  a son 
of  William  H.  and  Rebecca  (Parker)  Hull,  the 
former  a native  of  Tolland,  Mass.,  the  latter  of  Ab- 
ington,  Penn.  The  father  became  a prosperous 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Hullville,  which  place 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  family.  There  he  died 
in  March,  1872.  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1850,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Forest 
Hill  cemetery,  Scranton,  Penn.  Their  children 
were  George  M.,  a farmer  of  Hullville ; William  H., 
a retired  merchant  of  Green  Ridge,  Penn.;  John 
L.,  a dealer  in  hardware  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments at  that  place ; Stephen  P.,  also  a retired  mer- 
chant of  Green  Ridge : Rebecca,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Alonzo  L.,  a real  estate  dealer  and  contractor 
of  Seattle.  Wash.;  and  Oristes  T..  our  subject.  For 
his  second  wife  the  father  married  Maria  B.  Dewey, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children ; Clara,  a resident  of 
Hullville;  Thomas  H.,  who  is  living  retired  in  New 
York:  and  Joseph,  who  is  living  retired  in  Hull- 
ville. Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was  John 
Hull,  a native  of  England,  who  came  to  .America  at 
an  early  day  and  settled  in  Massachusetts. 

Oristes  T.  Hull  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  State  Militia, 
and  a year  later  enlisted  in  the  Signal  Corps  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  which  service  he  was  connected 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  for  six  months,  be- 
ing discharged  at  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  on  account  of 
illness.  Fie  again  enlisted,  but  was  forced  to  return 
home  for  the  same  reason.  He  remained  on  the 
old  homestead  until  twenty-five  years  of  age.  when 
he  went  to  Pen  Argyl,  Penn.,  to  take  charge  of  a 
slate  quarry,  which  he  operated  with  his  brother 
Alonfeo  for  five  years,  selling  the  slate  in  different 
parts  of  the  countrv.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
went  to  Scranton,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1881,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  upon  his  pres- 
ent fine  iarm  of  128  acres  at  Dundaff. 

On  November  7,  1878.  at  Scranton,  Mr.  Hull 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  E.  Weils, 
a daughter  of  Wright  and  Minerva  A.  ( Baker ) 
Wells,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  connection  with 
j that  of  James  C.  W ells,  on  another  page  of  this 
| volume.  The  children  born  of  this  union  are  Min- 
erva M.  and  Ora  R.  Soon  after  locating  at  Dun- 
daft,  Mr.  Hull  became  prominently  identified  with 
j public  affairs  and  has  been  honored  with  a number 
| of  offices,  having  served  as  president  of  the  town 
council  and  roadmaster,  while  at  present  lie  is  a mem- 
[ her  of  the  council,  is  school  director  and  tax  collec- 
| tor.  He  is  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the 
| Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon 
j for  four  years,  and  his  political  support  is  always 
| given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
Fie  is  an  upright,  honorable  business  man  of  sound 
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judgment  and  keen  discrimination,  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  substantial 
citizens  of  his  community. 

WILLIAM  M.  VAN  COTT.  One  of  the  most 
attractive  homes  in  the  beautiful  village  of  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county,  is  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  whose  energy,  thrift  and  sound 
judgment  have  won  for  him  a high  standing  among 
the  business  men  of  that  locality.  For  a number  of  ! 
years  he  has  been  prominent  as  an  agriculturist,  and 
at  present  he  is  a member  of  the  New  Milford  Milk 
Co.,  a prosperous  firm  doing  a large  wholesale  busi- 
ness with  Philadelphia  and  New  York  markets. 

Mr.  Van  Cott's  ancestors  settled  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.,  many  years  ago,  and  his  grandparents, 
Nicholas  and  Mary  (Jackson)  Van  Cott,  removed 
from  that  locality  to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  late 
in  the  18th  century,  locating  upon  a farm.  This 
worthy  couple  had  six  children,  viz. : John,  a retired 
business  man,  residing  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y. ; James, 
our  subject's  father;  Harrison,  a farmer  and  busi- 
ness man  at  Bainbridge,  N.  Y. ; Maria,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Esther,  deceased,  who  married  Henry 
Bradley,  of  Oxford,  N.  Y. ; and  Margaret  Ann,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Darwin  Davis,  and  resided 
near  Norwich,  New  York. 

James  Van  Cott  was  born  November  9,  1811, 
near  Bloomingburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  secured  an 
academical  education.  He  learned  the  wagonmak- 
er's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years 
and  followed  it  about  two  years,  but  as  the  work 
did  not  agree  with  his  health  he  gave  it  up  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1837  he  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  bought  a farm  just  south  of  New  Mil- 
ford borough,  and  in  1872  he  settled  upon  another 
farm  in  that  vicinity,  where  lie' lived  in  retirement 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  28,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Although  he  was  never 
robust  he  was  industrious  and  painstaking,  and  his 
hard  work  was  rewarded  by  a comfortable  compet- 
ence. His  integrity  and  public  spirit  made  him  a 
valued  citizen,  and  he  was  often  called  upon  to  serve 
in  local  offices  and  give  advice  on  matters  of  general 
interest.  In  1835  he  was  married  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Samantha  Harding,  who  sur- 
vives him  and  now  resides  on  the  farm  where 
they  spent  their  last  years.  William  M.  was  the 
younger  of  two  children;  Harrison  H.,  the  elder, 
born  February  4,  1842.  became  a successful  farmer 
and  stock  dealer  of  New  Milford  township,  where 
he  died  June  1,  1892.  He  was  married,  in  1863, 
to  Miss  Amanda  Moore,  daughter  of  Robert  | 
Moore,  of  Bridgewater,  and  they  had  two  sons, Will- 
iam H.  and  Louis  A. 

Mrs.  Samantha  ( Harding)  Van  Cott.  whose 
womanly  character  and  useful  life  won  her  lasting 
honor  and  affection,  was  born  June  5,  1813.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Abraham  Harding,  came  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  New  York  at  an  early  day,  settling 
near  Bloomingburg.  Her  father,  Abraham  Ilard- 
ing,  Jr.  (1779-1856),  married  Deborah  Newman 


(I779'I8-|-6),  and  had  the  following  children:  Ly- 
dia (1801-1840),  who  married  Robert  Comfort,  of 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; Daniel  W.  and  James  E., 
who  died  in  infancy;  Henry  O.  (1807-18OO).  who 
followed  farming  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y..  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life;  Abigail  M.,  born  in 
1809,  married  Thomas  Wilson,  of  New  Milford 
township,  and  died  October  1,  1888;  Temperance 
A.  (1811-1881)  married  Hiram  Decker,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  later  of  Buffalo;  Samantha.  Mrs. 
Van  Cott,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  and  Har- 
rison (1819-1856),  was  a fanner  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, New  York. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  Milford  township, 
March  27,  1844,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  He  then  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  in  his  native  township, 
and  after  one  year  returned  to  the  old  homestead. 
In  March,  1892,  he  removed  to  the  village  of  New 
Milford,  his  work  in  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  New  Milford  Milk  Co.  making  the 
change  advisable.  He  is  a member  of  the  local 
Grange,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  his 
locality,  having  served  three  terms  as  assessor,  one 
as  school  director  and  two  as  auditor.  Socially  he 
and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Milford. 

On  October  6,  1872,  he  was  married,  at  Bing- 
hampton,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Adah  Wilson.  They  have 
no  children,  but  an  adopted  daughter,  Louise,  was 
reared  in  their  home  from  the  age  of  three  years, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  David  W.  Shay,  of  Peckville, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Adah  (Wilson)  Van  Cott  is  a native 
of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  William 
Y.  and  Rebecca  (Ketcham)  Wilson,  who  were  both 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  In  1859  her  parents 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  but  in  1871  they  removed  to  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  twelve  years,  and 
where  the  mother  died  April  13,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years,  and  was  buried  at  Port  Jervis.  N. 
Y.  The  father,  a farmer  by  occupation,  then  came 
to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Van  Cott,  remaining 
until  his  death,  January  20,  1889,  aged  seventy-nine, 
and  was  buried  at  Port  Jervis.  Mrs.  Van  Cott  is 
the  youngest  of  three  children,  the  others  being 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Dayton  T.  Cox,  an  insurance  agent 
at  Port  Jervis,  and  George  M.,  station  agent  at 
Downs,  Kansas. 

CHARLES  L.  FLUMERFELT,  the  genial 
and  popular  proprietor  of  the  “Springville  Hotel,” 
of  Springville,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Auburn  township  December  31,  1865,  and  is 
a son  of  Charles  Green  Flumerfclt,  now  a retired 
farmer  of  Rush  township.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Warren  county.  N.  J..  August  5,  1829.  a son  of 
Samuel  T.  and  Sarah  (Decker)  Flumerfclt.  also  na- 
tives of  that  county,  who  in  1849  removed  to  Wyom- 
ing  county,  Penn.  The  grandfather  followed  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  in  early  life,  but  later  engaged 
1 in  farming.  He  died  in  Wyoming  countv,  in  Sep- 
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tember,  1869,  aged  sixty-five  years,  his  wife  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  Charles  G.,  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, December  14,  1874,  aged  sixty-five,  and  both 
were  buried  in  the  former  county.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  were  Priscilla  D.,  now  the  widow  of 
Martin  A.  Gardner,  of  Wyoming  county;  Charles 
G.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Jacob  D.,  who  died 
in  Wyoming  county  ; John,  a farmer  of  that  county ; 
Samuel,  who  died  in  Wyoming  county ; Sarah,  wife 
of  D.  W.  McCain,  a farmer  of  the  same  county ; 
Gilbert  S.,  who  died  in  Wyoming  county  at  the 
age  of  six  years  ; Daniel  A.,  a farmer  of  that  county  ; 
Anna,  who  died  young  in  New  Jersey;  and  George, 
who  died  in  infancy  in  that  State.  Samuel  T. 
Flumerfelt  was  a son  of  Andrew  Flumerfelt,  who 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  of  German  ancestry,  and 
spent  his  last  days  as  a farmer  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandmother  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Adams)  Decker, 
farming  people,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Warren  county,  X.  J.  Pier  grandfather,  Jacob 
Decker,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America  at  an  early  day  located  in  Warren 
county,  New  Jersey. 

Charles  G.  Flumerfelt,  our  subject's  father,  en- 
tered his  father's  blacksmith  shop  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen and  there  worked  for  seven  years.  He  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Wyo- 
ming  county,  Penn.,  where  he  owned  two  farms, 
the  first  for  two  years,  and  the  second  for  six  years. 
After  selling  the  latter  he  came  to  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  i860,  but  in  1866  he 
returned  to  Wyoming  county  and  bought  back  his 
farm,  remaining  there  three  years.  In  1869  he  pur- 
chased his  father-in-law.'s  farm  in  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  upon  which  he  lived  for  eight 
years,  and  tnen  bought  his  present  farm  in  the  same 
township.  For  seven  years  he  rented  the  place 
while  he  lived  in  Binghamton.  N.  Y.,  from  1887 
until  1894,  and  there  worked  in  a cigar-box  factory, 
but  he  is  now  living  retired  upon  his  farm.  He  is 
a faithful  member  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church, 
and  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Rush. 
In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  he  has  most 
creditably  filled  the  offices  of  constable  and  col- 
lector in  Rush  township ; clerk  in  Auburn  town- 
ship ; and  school  director  for  three  years  in  Wyo- 
ming county.  On  March  20,  1852.  in  Rush  town- 
ship, he  married  Miss  Eliza  R.  Shove,  who  was 
born  in  that  township  October  11.  1834,  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Catherine  (Dalton)  Shove,  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  New  Jersey,  respectively.  Her 
father  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  and  located  in  Rush  township,  chop- 
ping down  the  first  tree  on  the  farm  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Flumerfelt  now  live.  He  died  April  1,  1869, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  his  wife  in  May,  1867, 
aged  seventy-two,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Snyder  cemetery,  Rush  township.  Their  children 
were  Eliza  R.,  now  Mrs.  Flumerfelt;  Sarah,  de- 


ceased wife  of  Charles  Knox;  Abigail,  deceased 
wife  of  George  W.  Lung;  Edwin,  who  died  in  Ne- 
braska; Seth,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg during  the  Civil  war ; Nancy,  deceased  wife 
of  David  Jane;  and  William,  a farmer  of  Hum- 
boldt countv,  Iowa.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Flumerfelt  are  as  follows:  Samuel  T.,  who 

married  Ida  Cobb,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  near 
Montrose;  Sarah  C.,  who  died  young;  Anna  D., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Emma  C.,  wife 
of  J.  W.  Lacey,  a cigar-box  manufacturer  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Edwin  M.,  who  married  Sarah  J. 
France  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Ararat  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Charles  L.,  our  subject; 
and  Gilbert  S.,  a cigar-box  manufacturer  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  who  married  Jennie  A.  Cobb. 

During  his  infancy  Charles  L.  Flumerfelt  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Wyoming  county,  but  re- 
turned with  them  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  being  reared  in  Rush  township. 
He  had  the  advantages  of  a good  common-school 
education  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  life  for 
himself  as  a farm  hand.  Later  he  did  rough'  car- 
penter and  bridge  work,  being  employed  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  cantalever  bridge  over  the  Niagara 
river  in  1883,  and  also  a bridge  at  Auburn,  X.  Y. 
He  worked'  for  .several  years  on  different  farms  in 
Rush  and  Auburn  townships,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  two  years  in 
Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and  in  1895  opened  a butcher 
shop  in  Rush,  Penn.,  which  he  conducted  until  tak- 
ing possession  of  his  hotel  in  Springville  on  Tanuarv 
1,  1899.  It  is  a new  building,  well  fitted  up,  and  he 
is  already  securing  a liberal  patronage  from  the 
traveling  public. 

On  February  10,  1886,  Mr.  Flumerfelt  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Millard,  who  was 
born  in  Rush  township  December  2,  1865,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Ann  (Kennedy)  Millard,  and  they 
now  have  one  son,  Earl,  born  July  18,  1888.  Polit- 
ically Air.  Flumerfelt  is  a supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  its  principles,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  471,  with 
which  he  united  in  1897. 

ANDREW  BLANK,  senior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  the  Plarmony  Brick  Co.,  of 
Brandt  Susquehanna  county,  is  a self-made  man, 
whose  history  is  of  unusual  interest,  as  he  came  to 
this  country  a young  boy  and  has  made  his  way 
to  substantial  success.  The  firm  of  which  he  is  the 
head  does  an  extensive  business  as  manufacturers 
and  dealers  in  brick  and  stone,  and  owns  one  of  the 
largest  clay  banks  in  the  country,  the  material  being 
also  of  a superior  quality.  They  have  a large 
amount  of  real  estate,  including  a number  of  tene- 
! mcnt  houses,  and  their  enterprise  and  foresight 
have  done  much  to  develop  the  locality. 

Mr.  Blank  was  born  at  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
son  of  Andrew  and  Dora  Blank,  both  of  whom 
I were  natives  of  that  city.  Our  subject  was  educated 
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in  his  native  land,  and  when  eighteen  years  old 
came  to  America,  being  first  employed  in  a brick 
yard  on  the  Hudson  river,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  in  all  its  branches.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
Dorothea  Miller,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine 
Miller,  well-known  residents  of  Rockland  county. 
N.  Y.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  bought  real 
estate  in  Rockland  and  engasred  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  continuing  successfully  until  1874,  when 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Brandt.  For  one  year  he 
was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Weiant,  who  then  sold 
his  interest  to  H.  O.  Peck  and  W.  S.  Brandt,  our 
subject's  present  partners.  Mr.  Blank  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  sought  or 
held  office.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Brandt,  and  their 
attractive  home  is  the  center  of  a refined  hospitality. 
Their  children,  the  first  five  of  whom  were  born 
in  Rockland  county,  have  received  the  best  edu- 
cational advantages  within  reach,  and  all  are  taking 
creditable  places  in  life.  (1)  John  died  young. 
(2)  Katherine  married  E.  B.  Gardner,  of  Harmony, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Carbondale.  (3)  Anna  C. 
is  a talented  young  lady  and  resides  at  home.  (4) 
Lena  M.  is  an  accomplished  musician  and  one  of 
the  most  successful  teachers  of  the  art  in  Harmony 
township.  (5)  Andrew  after  a course  in  the  home 
schools  became  a student  of  W yoming  Seminary, 
where  he  graduated  in  1894,  and  is  now  engaged  as 
superintendent  for  the  Harmony  Brick  Company. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
at  Susquehanna.  (6)  William,  born  in  Harmony 
township,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and 
Wyoming  Seminary,  where  he  graduated  in  1894, 
and  is  now  clerking  for  the  well  known  firm  of 
Blank  & Peck,  and  he  and  his  brother  are  regarded 
as  among  the  clever  young  men  of  the  locality. 

JACKSON  CHANDLER,  a well-to-do  and 
substantial  farmer  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
typical  self-made  man,  and  in  the  record  of  his 
career  there  is  much,  to  arouse  respect  and  esteem. 
He  has  placed  his  reliance, upon  industry  and  perse- 
verance rather  than  "luck.”  and.  by  making  the  most 
of  circumstances,  however  discouraging,  has  made 
his  way  to  substantial  success,  his  fine  farm  in 
Thompson  township  being  a tangible  evidence  of 
his  prosperity. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Chan- 
dler was  born  in  Gibson  township,  A fay  1,  1828.  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Parmater)  Chandler, 
who  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont, 
respectively.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Dr. 
Chandler,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  became  a resident 
at  an  early  day  of  Gibson,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
also  located,  after  his  marriage,  making  his  home 
there  for  thirty  years,  while  he  followed  teaming  on 
the  Newburgh  pike  from  Syracuse,  N.  Y..  hauling 
goods  all  over  this  part  of  the  country.  In  1S45  lie 
bought  400  acres  of  wild  land  in  Thompson  township  ! 
of  Judge  Jessup,  and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  i 


as  the  Belmont  pike,  near  Thompson  borough.  He 
gave  out  contracts  to  clear  a large  portion  of  his 
land,  and  still  continued  to  engage  in  other  business. 
Upon  his  place  he  erected  a hotel,  running  a 
licensed  house  until  the  building  was  destroyed  bv 
fire.  He  also  hauled  coal  from  the  mines  to  Hones- 
dale  and  other  points  on  the  pike.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  in  1871,  after  which  his  wife  made  her  home 
with  our  subject  until  she,  too,  was  called  to  her 
final  rest,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  In  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  six  children,  all 
born  in  Gibson,  namely:  (1)  Uriah  married 

Philo  Benson,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in  Thomp- 
son, where  he  died.  He  had  two  children — David, 
who  died  young;  and  Annie,  now  the  wife  of  Victor 
Potter,  of  Susquehanna.  (2)  William  married 
Laura  Lowe,  and  lives  in  Jackson  township.  Thev 
have  one  son,  Alfred,  a resident  of  that  place.  (3) 
Ezra  married  a French  lady  from  Canada,  and  thev 
and  their  descendants  are  ail  now  deceased.  (4) 
Charles,  a man  of  great  promise,  was  robbed  and 
murdered  by  boatmen  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  (5) 
Sarah  J.,  born  in  1832,  died  when  a voung  woman. 
(6)  Jackson  completes  the  family. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Gibson  and- Thompson  townships,  and  during  the 
winter  season  attended  school  in  the  former  place, 
walking  two  miles  to  and  from  the  school  house. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  home  farm,  clearing  over  too  acres, 
which  he  made  ready  for  planting.  In  1846  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Van  Horn, 
of  Thompson,  and  they  began  housekeeping  upon 
a part  of  his  father's  place.  After  his  father's 
death  he  purchased  100  acres,  to  w-hich  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  has  200  acres,  in  one  bodv. 
This  he  has  cleared  and  placed  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings, and  has  accumulated  considerable  property, 
including  four  or  five  large  farms  in  Thompson  and 
Harmony  townships.  He  also  loans  considerable 
money  on  real  estate,  and  is  extensivelv  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business,  keeping  over  sixty  head  of  cows 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Chandler  have  a familv  of  three 
children:  (1)  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Barton, 

and  they  now  reside  on  one  of  our  subject's  farms 
in  Harn  ony  township.  Their  children  are  Howard 
C.  (of  Lanesboro,  who  was  born  in  Thompson  in 
1880.  and  married  Louise  Burchell,  of  Stevens 
I’oint.  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Blanche  L.), 
Naomi  B.,  Rena  M..  Ella  J.,  Charles  R.,  and  Flor- 
ence. (2)  Ella  May  married  John  Glover,  of 
Thompson,  and  they  also  make  their  home  on  a farm 
in  Harmony  township.  They  have  had  four  chil- 
j dren — Walter,  Mabel,  Letha  and  Milton,  of  whom 
Mabel  died  August  1,  1896,  aged  one  year,  three 
months  and  four  days.  (3)  Charles  B.  is  still 
with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm. 

Politically  Mr.  Chandler  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  held  the  office  of  poormaster  at  Thompson  for 
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twenty  years,  and  supervisor  for  a long  period.  He 
is  a man  of  recognized  ability,  and  stands  high  in 
the  community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 
He  has  borne  his  part  in  its  development  and  prog- 
ress, and  while  advancing  his  own  interests  has 
never  ignored  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens,  giv- 
ing his  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

DANIEL  \V.  HAGER,  general  agent  for  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  New 
Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  is  an  efficient  and 
popular  official,  and  has  been  continuously  in  the 
employ  of  that  company  for  thirty  years.  He  is 
also  a successful  business  man,  dealing  extensively 
in  coal,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  and  was  the  first 
to  establish  a coal  yard  for  the  local  trade. 

Mr.  Hager  was  born  February  17,  1835,  at 
Blenheim,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y„  and  is  descended 
from  a well-known  pioneer  family  of  that  section. 
Daniel  Hager,  his  grandfather,  was  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  that  county. 

Nelson  Hager,  our  subject's  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  Blenheim  and  came  to  New  Milford  in  1849, 
engaging  in  business  as  a shoemaker.  He  died  in 
March,  1877,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and  his  wife, 
Cynthia  Sanford,  also  a native  of  Blenheim,  died  in 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  named  children : Daniel 

W. ; Mary,  who  married  H.  P.  Little,  a clerk  in  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  car  shops  at 
Scranton ; Salmon  S.,  station  agent  for  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  Co.,  at  Gouldsboro, 
Penn. ; Willis  D.,  purchasing  agent  for  the  same 
company,  residing  in  Orange,  N.  J. ; and  Melvin 
E..  an  engineer  on  the  elevated  road  in  New  York 
City. 

HENRY  LI.  WILLIAMS,  a leading  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  agricultural  community  of 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1840,  a son 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Baker)  Williams.  The 
father  was  a native  of  the  same  county,  and  was  a 
son  of  Abram  Williams,  wdio  died  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  In  the  family  of  the  latter  wrere  seven 
children,  namely : Purdy,  William,  Theodore, 

Burlin.  Nathaniel,  Henry,  Jane. 

Henry  Williams,  our  subject’s  father,  began 
life  for  himself  at  Peekskill,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
M ; in  184G  he  removed  to  Sullivan  county,  that 
State,  w here  he  purchased  a farm  : and  in  1872  he 
came  to  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
1 lere  he  bought  real  estate  and  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1891.  His  wife  had  died  in  1878,  leaving  five 
children,  one  son.  our  subject,  and  four  daughters. 

I he  latter  are  as  follows:  Armenia  C.,  born  in 

M estchester  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1838,  is  the  wife  of 
David  C.  Benedict,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  three  children — David,  Wesley  and  Mary.  (2) 
Mary,  born  in  Westchester  county,  in  1842,  mar- 


ried David  Frasier,  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now- 
residing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (3)  Rebecca,  born  in 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1845,  married  George 
Osburn,  of  that  county,  and  after  residing  there 
for  a number  of  years  they  removed  to  Bay  City, 
Mich. ; they  have  one  daughter,  Lizzie.  (4)  Susan, 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1847,  is  the  wife 
of  a Mr.  Swinton,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Henry  H.  Williams  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  local  schools.  He  w-as  among  the 
boys  in  blue  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Sul- 
livan county,  in  1862,  in  Company  E,  143rd  N.  Y. 
Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  E.  H.  Pinney,  of  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, and  Col.'  Horace  Boughton.  Lie  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  and  May,  18633  the 
battle  of  Nansemond  on  the  3rd  of  that  month ; and 
was  under  Gen.  Keys  in  the  Peninsular  campaign 
in  May,  June  and  July,' 1863.  Later  the  regiment 
was  transferred  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland ; and  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  October  28  and  29,  1863  ; 
Missionary  Ridge,  November  23,  24  and  25,  and  the 
skirmishes  around  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  November 
and  December.  They  spent  the  winter  at  Nash- 
ville,’ where  they  remained  until  May  2,  1S64,  and 
tnen  started  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  May  13,  14  and  15;  Cass- 
ville,  Ga.,  May  19  to  22 ; Pumpkin  Yine  Creek, 
Ga.,  May  25 ; the  battles  of  Akworth,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Lost  Mountain,  Big  Shanty,  Marietta. 
Golgotha.  Noose  Creek  and  Culp's  farm,  June  4 to 
July  2,  1864:  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek.  July 
20,  1864;  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  which  lasted 
from  July  22  until  August  26.  The  march  with 
Sherman  to  the  Sea  lasted  from  November  15  until 
December  22,  1864;  and  the  Carolina  campaign 
from  January  17  to  April  26.  1865,  including  the 
i following  battles:  Robertsville,  S.  C.,  Januarv  29; 

Lawtonville,  S.  C.,  February  2;  Averyslioro.  N.  C., 
March  :6;  Bentonville.  N.  C.,  March  19:  Golds- 
boro, March  27:  Akin  Creek,  April  10:  and  Bennett 
House,  April  26.  Although  Mr.  Williams  partici- 
pated in  forty-three  engagements,  he  fortunately 
was  never  wounded  and  was  absent  from  his  regi- 
ment only  one  month  during  his  entire  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Almeda  C.  Benedict,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Mary  Benedict,  of  that  county.  She  died  Mav 
29,  1867,  leaving  one  daughter,  Almeda.  who  mar- 
ried Stephen  Whitman,  of  Sullivan  county,  and 
died  at  Port  Jervis,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  Januarv, 
j 1897,  leaving  three  children — Frank,  Llilda  and 
j Gladys.  In  October,  1872.  Mr.  Williams  was  again 
j married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Alice  M. 
j Baker,  a daughter  of  Nelson  and  Lucy  A.  ( Thomas  ) 
Baker,  prominent  residents  of  Great  Bend  town- 
j ship,  Susquehanna  Co..  Penn.  The  father  was  born 
j in  Connecticut,  in  February,  1812.  and  was  a son 
1 of  Jeremiah  and  Nancy  Baker,  who  came  to  Llall- 
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stead,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day  and 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land.  There  Airs.  Will- 
iams’ grandfather  erected  a tannery  and  engaged 
in  its  operation  for  a great  many  years.  He  also 
purchased  land  at  Red  Rock,  where  his  son  Nelson 
located.  He  had  two  other  sons : Lewis,  who 

married  a Miss  Trobridge  and  removed  to  Beaver 
Dam,  Wis.,  where  he  reared  his  family  of  three 
children,  Nancy,  Maria  and  Christina;  and  Will- 
iam, who  married  a New  York  lady  and  made  his 
home  in  that  State.  Nelson  Baker,  Mrs.  Williams' 
father,  received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of 
Connecticut,  and  on  reaching  manhood  married 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Thomas,  of  Conklin,  N.  Y.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Aaron  and  Margaret  Thomas,  one  of  the 
leading  old  families  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  Air. 
Baker  first  located  at  Red  Rock,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  two  miles  and  a half  from  Great  Bend,  where 
he  cleared  a large  farm  and  made  many  valuable 
improvements  thereon,  including  the  erection  of 
good  and  substantial  buildings.  There  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  called  from  this  life 
in  1878.  His  worthy  wife  survived  him  for  some 
years,  dying  in  1897.  They  were  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  and  had  a large  circle  of 
friends  throughout  the  county.  Mrs.  Williams  was 
their  only  daughter,  but  in  their  family  were'  four 
sons,  all  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Great  Bend 
township.  (1)  Harrison  J.,  born  October  9,  1840, 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  during  the 
Civil  war  was  employed  by  the  government  on  con- 
struction work  in  Alexandria,  Ya.,  where  he  was 
taken  ill  and  died.  He  was  unmarried.  (2) 
Alonzo  W.,  born  in  October,  1842,  was  for  some 
years  employed  as  a ticket  agent  for  one  of  the 
railroads  at  Chicago,  111.,  but  is  now  located  at 
Portland,  Ore.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and 
served  until  its  close.  (3)  Chauncey,  born  in  July, 
1845,  was  also  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  Union 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  When  a young 
man  he  entered  the  service  of  the  New  York  & Erie 
railroad  and  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  con- 
ductor, but  is  now  living  retired  in  Baltimore,  Md. 
He  married  Annie  Ginnivan,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  two  children,  Chauncey  and  Alonzo.  The 
former  was  with  the  Astor  Battery  in  the  Cuban  war 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Santiago.  (4)  Al- 
bert, born  in  November,  1852,  went  West  when  a 
young  man.  and  when  last  heard  from  was  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Williams  was  born  in  1848,  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Red  Rock,  Great  Bend  township, 
which  she  now  owns  and  occupies.  She  is  a lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  who  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Susquehanna  and  Great  Bend.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W illiams  located  on 
the  old  Baker  homestead,  left  her  by  her  father,  and 
she  tenderly  cared  for  her  mothcrunti! she wascalled 
to  the  world  beyond.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  four  children,  namely;  (t)  Dcmont  11., 
born  in  1876,  received  a district-school  education, 


and  is  now  employed  as  a machinist  in  Susque- 
hanna. (2)  Nelson  B.,  born  in  February,  1878.  is 
in  the  service  of  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad 
Company.  (3)  Winifred  S.,  born  July  19.  1879, 
not  only  attended  the  home  school  and  the  higher 
schools  of  Great  Bend,  but  also  took  a course  at 
Lowe’s  Business  College,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  was  graduated.  She  is  a refined  and  accom- 
plished young  lady  of  considerable  musical  ability, 
and  is  a great  favorite  with  her  companions  and 
friends.  (.4)  Albert,  born  in  July,  1885,  is  attend- 
ing school  in  Great  Bend. 

Religiously,  the  Baker  family  were  Presby- 
terians, but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Great 
Bend.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Grand  Army  Post 
No.  233,  and  Friendly  Hand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  1009,  both  of  Great  Bend,  and  Canawacak  En- 
campment, of  Susquehanna  county.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  ever  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics.  He  lias 
served  as  school  director  in  Great  Bend  township 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  general  public. 

ANSEL  J.  GERE,  a skillful  and  thorough 
farmer  of  Liberty  township,  is  a native  son  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  in 
March,  1856,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one 
of  her  prominent  and  highly  respected  old  families. 
His  parents,  Albert  R.  and  Sarah  E.  (Tewksbury) 
Gere,  were  also  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  the 
former  in  1822  and  the  latter  in  1825.  Our  sub- 
ject's paternal  grandfather,  Stephen  Gere,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  Susquehanna  county,  hav- 
ing located  in  Brooklyn  township  as  early  as  1804. 
His  father,  Rezin  Gere,  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
in  the  Wyoming  massacre,  but  he  himself  managed 
to  make  his  escape.  Here  he  cleared  a farm  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Abigail  Olney,  and  to  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Albert  R.,  our  subject’s  father,  is 
the  youngest ; two  died  in  infancy,  and  Cornelia,  the 
only  daughter,  married  Edward  Packer  and  located 
in  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  died,  leaving  her 
with  five  children,' three  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Austin,  who  is  now  living  in  the  West:  Elizabeth, 
who  is  with  her  mother  in  Brooklyn ; and  Mrs. 
Delia  Andrews,  of  White  Haven,  Pennsylvania. 

Albert  Gere,  our  subject's  father,  attended  the 
district  schools  and  acquired  a good  practical  edu- 
cation, which  well  fitted  him  for  teaching— a pro- 
fession which  he  successfully  followed  for  several 
terms.  In  1845  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Tewksbury,  a daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Lucinda  (Fuller)  Tewksbury,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  Brooklyn  township.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Gere  purchased  a farm  in  that  town- 
ship, and  after  residing  there  for  some  years  bought 
the  Tewksbury  homestead,  where  he  has  lived  for 
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forty  years,  but  lie  now  leaves  the  work  of  the  farm 
to  younger  hands  while  he  enjoys  a well-earned 
rest.  In  1895  he  and  his  estimable  wife  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding,  having  traveled  life's  jour- 
ney together  for  half  a century,  sharing  its  joys  and 
sorrows,  its  adversity  and  prosperity.  They  are 
widely  known  and  have  a host  of  warm  friends  in 
the  community  where  they  have  so  long  made  their 
home.  They  have  a family  of  eight  children,  all 
horn  in  Brooklyn  township.  ( 1 ) William  R., 
born  in  1846,  followed  school  teaching  in  early  life, 
hut  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship.  He  married  Pauline  Bunnell,  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  sons — W.  Ber- 
wyn, A.  Raymond,  Harold  E.  and  Clarence  L.  (2) 
George  L.,  "born  in  1848,  also  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Brooklyn  township,  but  now  operates  a part  of 
the  old  Gere  homestead.  He  wedded  Mary  Al- 
worth,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren— Louis  A.,  Josie.  Luella  and  Albert  W.  (3) 
Charles  E.,  horn  in  1S50,  married  Maria  Mills,  of 
Carbondale,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  reside  in 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade.  Their  children  are  C.  Frederick,  Oscar  R. 
and  George  L.  (4)  Mary  E.,  born  in  1852,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Thomas  West,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn 
township,  and  they  have  one  son — Roy  L.  (5) 
Hattie  E.,  born  in  1854,  received  a good  district 
school  education  and  is  now  with  her  parents.  (6) 
Ansel  J.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family.  (7) 
Alva  K.,  born  in  1862,  is  also  at  home.  (8)  Frank 
J.,  born  in  1865.  is  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of 
Brooklyn  township : he  wedded  Mary  Bailey,  of  that 
township,  and  they  have  one  daughter — Esther. 

Ansel  J.  Gere  was  a student  in  the  home  schools 
during  his  boyhood,  and  continued  to  assist  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  within  a few 
•years  of  his  marriage.  In  1879  he  wedded  Miss 
Lora  Marsh,  a daughter  of  Jerod  and  Hannah 
(Southworth)  Marsh,  natives  of  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  the  former  born  in  1821,  the 
iatter  in  1827.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Archi 
and  Lois  (Merriman)  Marsh,  located  in  Liberty 
township  in  1817.  Arclii  Marsh  walked  the  entire 
distance  from  his  old  home  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in 
companv  with  Samuel  W.  Truesdell,  who  settled 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  Mr.  Marsh  cleared  a 
large  tract  of  land  and  transformed  the  wild  land 
into  a good  farm.  Fie  owned  considerable  prop- 
erty, and  at  his  death  left  to  each  of  his  sons  a farm. 
1 fc  took  an  active  part  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Franklin,  and 
led  an  honorable,  upright  life.  He  died  in  1851, 
his  wife  in  1863.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, namely:  Jerod,  born  in  1821,  was  the  father 

of  Mrs.  Gere:  Almira,  born  in  1823,  is  the  widow 
of  Benjamin  Southworth,  of  Lawsville ; Kirby,  born 
in  1826,  married  ( Jlive  Baker,  and  died  on  the  old 
Marsh  homestead  in  1892;  and  David,  born  in  1833, 
married  Maria  Brundagc,  and  located  in  Franklin 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; he  died  in  Montrose 


in  1882.  Jerod  Marsh,  Mrs.  Gere’s  father,  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  upon  the  farm  in  Liberty 
township  where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  to  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  place  he  devot- 
ed his  energies  for  many  years.  At  one  time  he 
spent  seven  years  in  Hallstead  to  give  his  children 
the  benefit  of  the  graded  schools  of  that  town,  and 
then  returned  to  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  1845, 
and  he  and  his  wife  also  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  in  1895.  Theirs  was  a long  and  happy 
married  life,  and  they  were  not  long  separated  by  the 
hand  of  death,  as  they  died  within  four  days  of  each 
other  in  1897.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Gere  is  the  eldest.  She  was 
born  at  her  present  home,  in  1851,  and  is  a lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  who  was  educated  in  the 
high  schools  of  Great  Bend  and  for  nine  years  was 
a successful  teacher  in  Susquehanna  county.  (2) 
Carrie  S.,  born  in  1857,  also  attended  school  in 
Great  Bend,  and  gave  special  attention  to  the  study 
of  music,  in  which  art  she  became  very  proficient. 
She  was  a teacher  of  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  for  a number  of  years,  spending  one  year  in 
Marion,  Ala.,  and  two  in  Scotland,  S.  Dak.,  but 
failing  health  at  length  compelled  her  to  abandon 
that  pursuit,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
sister.  Mrs.  Gere.  (3)  Elmer  E.,  born  in  1861, 
died  in  1864.  (4)  H.  Wilmer,  born  in  1863,  was 

for  a time  a student  in  the  schools  of  Great  Bend 
and  Factoryville,  Penn.,  and  then  entered  Lafavette 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1889.  He  mar- 
ried Annie  G.  Fordvce,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  and 
is  now  a teacher  in  the  Pratt  Institute,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  make  their  home.  (5)  Arthur 
S.,  born  in  1867,  died  in  1878. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gere  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  Marsh  homestead,  where  they  have  since 
continued  to  reside,  caring  for  her  parents  in  their 
declining  years  until  they  were  called  to  the  world 
beyond.  Mr.  Gere  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  place,  and  has  met  with  excellent  success 
in  its  operation.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  son, 
Llewellyn,  who  was  born  in  February,  1883,  and  is 
now  a student  in  the  home  school.  Fie  is  very  pro- 
ficient in  music,  having  pursued  his  studies  along 
that  line  under  the  able  direction  of  his  aunt.  Our 
subject  comes  of  Whig  stock  and  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  Lading  and  active  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Flallstcad,  in  which  he  is  serving 
as  elder,  while  his  father  has  been  elder  of  the 
Brooklyn  Presbyterian  Church  for  a number  of 
years. 

M.  J.  RYAN,  proprietor  of  the  “Starrucca 
Hotel,”  at  Susquehanna,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
model  landlord,  and  under  his  careful  direction  his 
hotel  enjoys  a large  patronage  among  the  best  class 
of  people,  the  traveling  public  having  found  it  in 
all  respects  satisfactory.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Ryan 
is  equally  popular,  as  his  genial  nature  and  cour- 
teous manners  have  won  him  friends  in  all  classes, 
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and  for  some  years  lie  has  been  regarded  as  a lead- 
ing Democrat  of  his  locality,  his  devotion  to  partv 
interests  being  rewarded  by  an  appointment  to  the 
office  of  postmaster  of  Susquehanna  during  Cleve- 
land’s administration. 

He  was  born  October  12,  1S6.0,  at  Susquehanna, 
Penn.,  the  son  of  M.  and  Hannah  (Vaughn)  Ryan, 
both  natives  of  County  Limerick,  Ireland.  His  fa- 
ther, who  was  born  in  1823,  came  to  America  in 
1849,  and  for  many  years  was  employed  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  at  Susquehanna,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1886.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1835, 
died  May  27,  1893.  They  had  six  children:  John, 
who  was  in  the  United  States  navy  for  seventeen 
years;  M.  J.,  our  subject;  Daniel;  Michael,  who 
died  in  San  Francisco;  Margaret,  and  Mary. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Susquehanna,  and  developed  into  a hearty,  robust 
manhood,  weiging  204  pounds  when  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  entered”  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  worked  as  a hammersmith  in  their 
shops  at  Susquehanna.  He  then  purchased  the  Cen- 
tral Hotel  in  that  city,  and  after  conducting  it  suc- 
cessfully for  five  years  he  disposed  of  the  business, 
having  been  appointed  postmaster.  Tbe  duties  of 
that  office  occupied  his  attention  until  the  spring 
of  1898,  when  he  resigned  to  make  way  for  a Re- 
publican, owing  to  the  change  of  administration, 
and  soon  afterward  he  took  charge  of  his  present 
hotel.  He  is  a member  of  the  school  board,  and 
has  been  delegate  to  State  and  National  conventions. 
In  1897,  when  nominated  for  prothonotarv  by  his 
party,  he  won  a majority  in  his  own  town,  and 
though  defeated  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket. 

On  June  14,  1887,  Air.  Ryan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alary  Callahan,  daughter  of  John 
and  May  Callahan,  and  three  children  have  blessed 
their  union — Alarion.  Frances  and  Paul.  The  fam- 
ily are  all  faithful  adherents  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
Air.  Ryan  is  public-spirited  and  genial,  and  has  a 
host  of  warm  friends  in  the  countv. 

JOHN  ERNEST  BECK  (deceased),  formerly 
proprietor  of  the  “Vandermark  Hotel,"  at  Milford, 
Pike  county,  was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen 
of  that  place.  Elis  sound  and  practical  judgment, 
and  untiring  industry,  were  strongly  characteristic 
of  the  sturdy  German  race  from  which  he  sprang, 
and  the  discouragements  and  hardships  of  his  early 
life  seemed  only  to  strengthen  his  worthy  determina- 
tion to  achieve  success.  A good  citizen  and  a kind- 
hearted  man,  lie  was  never  known  to  do  an  unkind 
act,  but  many  could  tell  of  his  charitable  deeds,  and 
it  was  this  trait  in  his  character,  and  Jus  aversion  to 
meddling  in  the  affairs  of  his  fellow  men,  that  drew 
to  him  many  warm  friends.  Ilis  death,  which  oc- 
curred Alarch  9,  1888,  caused  sincere  mourning  in 
the  community  where  lie  had  so  long  made  his  home. 

Air.  Beck  was  born  July  18,  1830,  at  Lamphold- 
shausen,  Wurtcmberg,  Germany,  where  his  familv 
had  resided  for  generations,  ilis  father,  John  G. 


Beck,  a farmer  by  occupation,  married  Frederika 
Alilhlbach,  and  they  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Christina,  Frederick,  John  Ernest,  and  Jo- 

hannah,  all  now  deceased;  Rose,  wife  of  George 
Hafner,  a farmer  at  Westtown,  N.  Y. ; Christina, 
who  married  John  Ost,  a farmer  near  Alilford; 
Frederika,  widow  of  Philip  Aleisenhelder,  of  Alil- 
ford ; and  Christian,  who  was  a railroad  conductor 
for  many  years,  and  was  then  pensioned,  now  living 
at  Lampholdshausen,  Halle,  Wurtcmberg,  Germany. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  where 
lie  received  a common-school  education,  and  on  Oc- 
tober 27,  1853,  he  was  married  there  to  AI.  Frieder- 
ika  Breuinger,  to  whose  wise  counsel  and  constant 
assistance  he  owed  much  of  his  later  prosperity.  In 
1857  he  came  to  America  with  his  wife,  their  son 
John,  and  two  of  his  sisters — Airs.  Philip  Aleisen- 
helder and  Airs.  George  Hafner.  The  voyage  lasted 
fortv-two  days,  and  during  this  period  the  little 
party  suffered  many  hardships.  On  landing  in 
New  York  Air.  Beck  sought  a train  to  take  him  to 
Port  Jervis,  on  his  way  to  Dingman’s  Ferry,  where 
his  sister.  Airs.  John  Ost,  resided ; but  as  he  could 
not  speak  English  he  had  some  difficulty  in  makng 
his  wishes  known,  and  through  a misunderstanding, 
or  a practical  joke,  he  was  told  each  day,  on  in- 
quiring for  the  train,  that  it  had  just  gone,  being 
thus  unnecessarily  detained  in  New  York  three  days. 
On  finally  arriving  at  Port  Jervis.  July  4,  1857,  he 
was  told  that  the  stage  for  Alilford  had  ‘‘just  gone.” 
and  suspecting  another  trick,  the  entire  party  decid- 
ed to  walk  to  Dingman’s  Ferry  without  delay.  Each 
took  a turn  in  carrying  the  baggage  and  little  John, 
and  after  a wearv  journey  they  reached  their  des- 
tination. Air.  Beck  was  employed  as  a farm  hand 
in  that  vicinitv  for  eight  years,  and  then,  when 
nearly  forty  years  of  age,  moved  to  Alilford,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  silver  watch-case  factory  of 
Desire  Bournique  for  fourteen  years  and  seven 
months,  for  some  years  acting  as  foreman.  He 
learned  the  polisher’s  trade  there.  As  his  health 
began  to  fail,  his  physician  advised  him  to  try  some 
less  confining  work,  and  six  vears  before  his  death 
he  accordingly  went  into  the  hotel  business,  purchas- 
ing the  present  property  from  Hon.  George  Geyer. 
The  building  was  then  quite  small  and  old-fashioned, 
but  as  trade  increased  he  enlarged  it,  until  it  now 
contains  twenty-three  rooms,  equipped  with  modern 
improvements,  including  steam  heat  and  water  serv- 
ice. The  house,  which  is  largely  patronized  by 
country  people,  is  now  conducted  bv  his  son  William. 

In  1865  Air.  Beck  was  drafted,  and  as  he  did 
not  wish  to  serve  he  went  away  from  home  to  es- 
cape the  recruiting  officers.  During  his  absence  a 
tramj)  called,  and  told  Airs.  Beck  that  her  husband 
bad  sent  him  for  his  gold  watch  and  $5  >n  cash. 
Airs.  Beck,  who  was  alone  with  her  little  children, 
was  very  much  frightened,  but  kept  the  tramp  over 
night,  giving  him  supper  and  breakfast,  and  in  the 
morning  gave  him  the  watch  and  money,  only  to 
find,  on  her  husband's  return,  that  he  knew  nothing 


. : ! ’ ; i . . 


{jP'T  X^c)  -ec/fc 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1085 


oi  the  matter.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  John 
E.  Beck  and  his  wife,  and  ten  are  now  living: 
John  C.  is  the  proprietor  of  "Beck's  Hotel,”  at  Mil- 
lord;  Sophia  L.  married  Daniel  H.  Middaugh,  a 
farmer  near  Dingman's  Ferry;  Amanda  E.  married 
Aimer  Terwilliger,  a jeweler  at  Milford;  Ernest  J., 
who  married  Margaret  Schottler,  is  a watch-case 
maker  at  Ravenswood,  111. ; Louise  J.  married 
George  A.  Frieh,  of  Milford;  William  F.,  who  is 
unmarried,  manages  the  “Vandermark  Hotel,” 
owned  by  his  mother;  George  FI.,  also  sin- 
gle, is  an  engraver  at  Newark,  X.  J.;  Miss  Wil- 
helmina,  Frederick  A.  and  Miss  Katherine  reside 
with  their  mother.  The  others  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Beck  was  a charter  member  of  Vandermark 
Lodge  Xo.  828,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Milford,  and  also 
belonged  to  Minnisink  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  Port 
Jervis,  and  his  funeral,  which  was  held  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  was  largely  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  those  organizations,  as  well  as  by  many  oth- 
ers of  his  fellow  citizens.  Rev.  A.  S.  Gardener  de- 
livered a very  fitting  discourse.  Rev.  Mr.  Millett, 
of  Montague,  X.  J.,  himself  ail  Odd  Fellow, 
speaking  in  behalf  of  the  fraternities,  and  at  the 
grave  in  Milford  cemetery  their  ceremonies  were 
performed.  One  part  of  the  Red  Men's  ceremony 
was  the  loosing  of  a white  dove,  which  rested  on  the 
coffin  until  the  remains  were  lowered,  when  it  soared 
gracefully  upward,  symbolizing  the  departure  of 
the  Brother  s spirit  to  that  "undiscovered  country 
trom  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns.”  Mr.  Beck 
was  a Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and  served 
as  school  director  for  many  years. 

Mrs.  Beck  was  born  in  Kochers.teinsfeld,  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  Xovember  18,  1834,  daughter 
of  \V  illiam  D.  and  Rose  E.  (Elg)  Breuinger.  Her 
lather,  who  was  a successful  agriculturist,  was  born 
nt  1790,  and  died  in  1868,  and  her  mother  died  in 
1 'XI7 • aged  fifty-two  years.  Of  their  seven  children, 
'he  eldest,  Rosanna,  married  Christian  Whitmeyer, 
■md  died  in  1896;  Sophia  married  John  Ilsln' fer, 
and  resides  at  the  old  home  in  Germany ; William, 
now  deceased,  married  Augustina  Shefier;  Tohn,  a 
tanner  in  Germany  married  Elizabeth  Fendel ; Lou- 
;'c  married  Michael  I'endel,  and  resides  in  Ger- 
many; M.  Friederika,  Mrs.  Beck,  was  sixth  in  the 
■ tder  of  birth;  J.  Michael,  a retired  hotel-keeper  at 
Kingston,  X.  Y.,  married  Tishie  Cunningham. 

l.EXJAMIX  F.  McKUXE  (deceased)  was 
•or  many  years  one  of  the  most  popular  and  in- 
'hiential  citizens  of  Oakland,  and  for  one  term 
‘-t  capable  and  satisfactonlv  filled  the  office  of 
d'eritt  of  Susquehanna  county.  His  devotion  to 
tin-  general  welfare  made  him  a valugd  factor  in 
public  life,  and  by  his  death  the  community  was  de- 
prived of  one  of  iter  best  citizens. 

Mr.  McKune  was  born  in  Oakland  township 
‘'833,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  McKune,  repre- 
sentatives of  old  and  prominent  families.  The 
father,  who  was  a pioneer  of  the  township,  owned 


at  his  death  the  farm  of  Joseph  Smith,  the  famous 
Mormon  prophet,  who  wrote  the  book  of  Mormon- 
ism  there ; this  farm  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
McKune  family.  In  the  district  schools  of  his  na- 
tive township  our  subject  acquired  his  literary 
education,  and  upon  the  home  farm  obtained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1857  he  went  to  California  and  spent  about  twelve 
years  in  that  State,  Oregon,  Xevada,  Idaho  and 
Washington  Territory,  where  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  business.  After  his  return  East  he  was 
married,  December  26,186740  Miss  Mary  E.  Barton, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Broome  Co., 
X.  Y.,  in  1845,  a daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Lorena 
(Flupman)  Barton,  prominent  citizens  of  that  coun- 
ty. She  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Oak- 
land township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  her  par- 
ents resided  upon  a farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKune 
became  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  (1)  Alice 

G:,  born  in  Oakland  township,  in  June,  1869,  was 
a student  in  the  Montrose  and  Susquehanna  schools, 
is  a bright  and  accomplished  woman,  and  for  ten 
years  successfully  engaged  in  clerking  in  one  of 
the  leading  dry-goods  stores  of  Binghamton.  On 
June  10,  1896,  she  married  William  Smith,  of  Bing- 
hamton, a traveling  salesman,  who  now  resides  m 
Oakland,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eleanor  Mc- 
Kune, born  September  16,  1899.  (2)  Xellie  X., 

born  in  Oakland  township,  in  October,  1872,  ac- 
quired a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Montrose 
and  Oakland,  and  was  married,  in  February,  1894, 
to  Robert  B.  Thompson,  Jr.,  of  Oakland,  where  he 
is  engaged  with  his-  father  in  the  mercantile  trade ; 
they  have  one  son,  Arthur  Xewell,  born  December  9, 
1899.  The  daughters  are  both  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  quite  prominent  in  social 
circles. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr..  McKune  located  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Oakland  township,  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  elected  sheriff  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1879,  when  he  removed  to 
Montrose,  the  county  seat,  to  assume  the  duties  of 
the  office.  He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  officials 
who  ever  served  the  county  in  that  capacity.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  two  years  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Oakland  borough,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  a number  of  years.  In  1887  lie  was 
appointed  toll  clerk  of  the  river  bridge,  and  filled 
that  position  most  creditably  for  eight  years,  until, 
in  1895,  it  was  made  a county  (or  free)  bridge, 
when  he  removed  to  the  house  now  occupied  by  the 
family,  and  where  he  died  Xovember  2.  1898.  from 
the  effects  of  a wound  received  four  years  pre- 
viously. While  discharging  the  sick  duties  for  a 
fellow  Mason,  he  was  met  on  his  way  home  by  a 
tramp,  who  demanded  his  money  and  watch.  In 
the  scuffle  which  followed  Mr.  McKune  was  shot, 
and  he  never  recovered  from  the  injury,  dying  of 
heart  failure  four  years  later.  At  that  time  he  was 
(tast  eminent  commander  of  Great  Bend  Command- 
cry  Xo  27,  K.  T.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
St.  Andrews  Commanderv  Xo.  76,  K.  T. ; was  past 
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high  priest  of  Great  Bend  Chapter  Xo.  210,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  was  a member  of  Susquehanna  Chapter  Xo. 
20,  R.  A.  -\1.  irlis  political  support  was  always  given 
to  the  men  and  measures  ot  the  Republican  party, 
and  it  was  on  that  ticket  he  was  elected  sheriti  by  a 
large  majority.  In  1869  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
united  with  the  -Methodist  episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a devout  and  faithful  member 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
widely  known,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  on  ac- 
count of  his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  character. 

DAVID  E.  HOLMES,  of  South  Gibson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  that  locality,  and  is  also  prominent  in  local  poli- 
tics, having  served  thirty  years  as  postmaster  of  the 
town,  a strong  evidence  of  his  popularity.  He  owns 
and  operates  the  Holmes  grist  and  sawmills,  near 
South  Gibson,  located  on  a branch  of  Tunkhannock 
creek,  which  supplies  excellent  water  power,  and 
the  gristmill,  which  was  built  by  himself,  contains 
the  latest  improvements  and  model  machinery. 

■ Air.  Holmes  is  a native  of  Gibson  township, 
born  July  6,  1825,  on  Kennedy  Hill.  His  paternal 
grandparents,  Deacon  William  and  Mary  ( Wyatt) 
Holmes,  of  Newburg,  X.  Y.,  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1810,  and  his  parents,  David  and  Hannah 
(Fuller)  Holmes,  were  prominent  residents  of  Gib- 
son township.  Our  subject  had  five  brothers  and 
one  sister,  of  whom  Samuel  R.,  Jesse  L.  and  George 
F.  now  reside  in  the  township ; William  W.  resides 
in  Jackson  township;  Charles  M.  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  151st  P.  Y.  I.,  for  service  in  the  Civil  war, 
was  mustered  in  October  20,  1862,  and  died 
May  IX,  1863,  at  Windmill  Point,  Ya. ; Sarah  P. 
married  Richard  Owens,  a farmer  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  died  December  23,  1898. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  our  subject  left  home  to 
serve  an  apprenticeship  with  T.  W.  Cole,  a carpen- 
ter and  joiner  in  Gibson  township.  He  spent  one 
year  and  three  months  there  and  one  and  a half 
years  at  Montrose,  and  after  a few  months  spent 
at  Honesdale  located  at  Clinton,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  Gib- 
son township,  and  continued  the  business  for  some 
time,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
railroail  shops  at  Susquehanna.  In  December,  1861, 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  South  Gibson, 
in  1889  selling  out  and  purchasing  a farm  upon 
which  stood  an  old  sawmill.  This  he  rebuilt,  and 
six  years  ago  he  added  the  gristmill,  his  large  trade 
justifying  the  venture.  Politically  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  has  served  several  terms  as  auditor 
in  addition  to  his  able  and  efficient  work  as  post- 
master, which  ended  in  1897.  On  March  23.  1853. 
he  was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  by  Rev.  George 
X.  Todd,  to  Miss  Emeline  Elton,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union  : ( 1 ) Sherwood,  born 
May  26,  1854,  died  January  17,  1857.  (2)  Maria, 
T.,  born  January  8,  1858,  married  Frank  W.  Peck, 
a farmer  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 


ty, and  they  have  had  one  son,  Carl.  (3)  William 
G.,  born  October  15,  1866,  resides  with  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  married,  May  12,  1887,  to  Miss  Hat- 
tie A.  Phyer,  and  has  had  six  children,  Maud  A., 
Lillian,-  Mason  W.  (who  was  drowned  in  January, 
1898),  Ray  T.,  Emeline  and  Xina.  Mrs.  Emeline 
(Elton)  Holmes,  a lady  of  most  estimable  char- 
acter, was  born  in  Gibson  township,  March  10, 
1828,  and  died  July  7,  1895,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  Manzer  cemetery.  Her  father,  Good- 
rich Elton,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Xovember  20, 
1799,  and  became  an  early  settler  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, where  lie- engaged  in  business  as  a clothier  and 
dresser.  He  died  June  2,  1865,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Manzer  cemetery.  Flis  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann 
Palmer,  was  born  September  11,  1806,  in  Green- 
wich township,  Washington  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  died 
April  15,  1877.  She  was  a daughter  of  Sherwood 
Palmer,  a native  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  who 
was  married  February  3,  1805,  to  Phoebe  Smith, 
of  the  town  of  Chatham,  X’.  Y.  Mrs.  Emeline 
Holmes  was  the  younger  of  the  two  daughters  of 
Goodrich  and  Elizabeth  Elton.  Her  sister  Eliza, 
now  deceased,  was  born  February  17,  1S25,  and 
married  a Mr.  West. 

WILLIAM  H.  YARCOE.  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  leading  residents  of  that  locality,  and 
his  homestead,  some  four  and  one-half  miles  from 
Honesdale,  is  a fine  farm  of  about  100  acres. 

Mr.  Yarcoe  was  born  at  the  homestead  Decem- 
ber 2,  1839,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  Wayne  county.  His  parents,  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Doney)  Yarcoe,  natives  of  England, 
purchased  the  estate  in  1832,  shortly  after  their  ar- 
rival in  this  country,  and  for  a number  of  years  the 
father  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Canada, 
where  he  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  his 
remains  being  buried  there.  He  was  a man  of  much 
intelligence,  and  during  his  residence  in  Wayne 
county  was  prominent  in  Church  affairs  and  in  the 
local  Republican  organization.  The  mother  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  in  1S68,  and  her  remaining 
years  were  spent  there.,  her  death  occurring  in  187S. 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  She  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  her  hus- 
band also  belonged.  Her  mortal  remains  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Cherry  Ridge.  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  viz. : Mary  A., 

who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  William  H..  our 
subject;  and  Decious,  a carpenter  of  Falls  Church, 
Virginia. 

’Squire  Yarcoe  received  the  usual  educational 
opportunities  afforded  to  country  youths  of  his  day 
and  generation,  but  he  has  supplemented  them  by 
wide  observation  and  reading,  so  that  he  now  pos- 
sesses more  than  ordinary  information  upon  a wide 
range  of  subjects.  From  an  early  age  he  has  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  the  homestead, 
and  while  he  has  given  much  time  to  general  farm- 
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ing  lie  has  also  been  interested  in  dairy  work, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  decided  success.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed,  has  held  nearly  every 
town  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  and  in  1896 
was  chosen  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
he  fills  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
the  public.  Politically  he  is  not  a strong  partisan, 
but  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  main. 

On  June  18,  1873,  Air.  Yarcoe  was  married, 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss 
Elsa  A.  Bonear,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  Taylor,  a Methodist  clergyman,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents.  One  son,  Francis  J., 
has  brightened  their  home.  He  was  married.  May 
31,  1899,  to  Miss  Stephana  Clark,  of  Cherry  Ridge, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Honesdale,  being  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
conducting  the  Honesdale  Cash  Store,  formerly 
owned  by  W.  P.  Schenck.  The  family  is  prominent 
socially,  and  .is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Mrs.  Yarcoe,  who  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  the  township,  possesses  unusual 
mental  ability  and  force  of  character.  She  was 
born  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Moses  and  Catherine  (May)  Bonear, 
who  came  from  Cornwall,  England,  in  1832,  with 
Mr.  Yarcoe's  parents.  Her  father,  Francis  Bonear. 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  December  22,  1819,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country  in  boyhood, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been  spent 
in  agricultural  work  at  the  homestead  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  formerly  part  of  the  Striker  farm, 
a fine  estate  of  200  acres.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  at  times  he  has  taken  a prominent  part  in 
local  affairs.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Cynthia  Kirby,  was  born  December  16,  1821.  in 
New  York  State,  and  for  many  years  she  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Cherry  Ridge.  She  is  a descendant  of  an  old  Co- 
lonial family,  and  her  grandfather,  James  Kirby, 
served  in  Washington's  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Francis  and  Cynthia  Bonear  have 
had  the  following  children : Moses,  a resident  of 

Scranton,  Penn. ; Elizabeth.  Mrs.  John  Roberts,  a 
widow,  now  residing  with  her  parents : Daniel,  a 
carpenter  of  Tioga  county,  Penn. ; Elsa  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Sophia,  deceased;  Catherine,  wife  of 
Frank  P.  Brown,  of  Cherry  Ridge  township;  John, 
a farmer  of  the  same  locality;  Joel,  deceased;  Miss 
Delia,  who  is  at  home;  and  Francis,  Jr.,  a farmer 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township  (he  is  a member  of  the 
Maccabees  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.). 

ABNER  COBB  (deceased).*  The  life  of 
Abner  Cobb  might  well  be  selected  as  one  that  is 
typical  of  industry  and  business  ability — a com- 
bination of  which  qualities  is  assurance  of  success. 
He  was  a man  to  whom  the  values  of  real  estate 
appealed  strongly,  and  a better  judge  of  farm  prop- 
erty it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find.  He  not 


only  possessed  a large  capacity  for  work,  but  he 
took  pleasure  in  achievement.  He  was  a man 
among  men,  and  in  the  sphere  of  life  which  he  se- 
lected he  was  eminently  successful. 

He  was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  on  Sunday,  June  10,  1829,  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Brundage)  Cobb.  The 
father  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  removed  to 
Lackawanna  county  and  became  a farmer  of  promi- 
nence and  wealth.  He  married  Elizabeth  Brund- 
age, who  was  a native  of  Lackawanna  county.  She 
died  in  January,  1S34,  and  her  husband  survived 
until  December  15,  1865.  Their  family  consisted 
of  the  following  children  : Aaron ; John  ; Zipheron  ; 

James;  Ira;  Henry;  Abner,  our  subject;  Lydia, 
who  married  Daniel  Carpenter ; Lucy,  who  married 
Reeves  Cox;  Sally  A.,  who  married  John  Snyder; 
and  Caroline,  who  married  Luther  Lee. 

Abner  Cobb  remained  at  the  home  of  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  re- 
ceived a good  common  school  education  and  ac- 
quired those  habits  of  industry  and  thrift  which 
were  largely  instrumental  in  his  future  success. 
He  worked  out  among  neighboring  farmers,  and 
on  February  19,  1848,  before  he  had  attained  his 
nineteenth  year,  he  married  Miss  Ruth  Ann  Dilts, 
who  was  born  at  Dundafif,  Sunday,  December  5, 
1830,  slaughter  of  Jesse  K.  and  Ellen  (Coyle; 
Dilts,  natives  respectively  of  Dundaff,  Penn.,  and 
of  New  Jersey.  Jesse  K.  Dilts  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Ruth  Dilts,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  vvho  be- 
came farmers  of  Pittston,  Penn.  He  died  in  Wayne 
county  at  the  residence  of  his  son  in  1863.  aged  fifty- 
five  years.  His  wife  Ellen  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Polly  (Buck)  Coyle,  early  settlers  of  Dundalf. 
She  died  in  1858,  aged  forty-eight  years.  To  Jesse 
K.  and  Ellen  Dilts  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: John  (deceased);  Ruth  A.,  widow  of  our 

subject;  Alary  E.,  who  married  Butler  Yinson,  and 
is  now  deceased;  Nancy,  who  married  William 
Duce,  and  is  now  deceased ; Arnold,  a railroad  man 
of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Elisha,  of  Carbondale ; Cath- 
erine, widow  of  Lucas  L.  Gardner ; Margaret,  who 
died  unmarried ; and  Ellen,  wife  of  Thomas  Yan 
Kirk,  a stonemason  of  Carbondale. 

To  Abner  and  Ruth  A.  Cobb  were  born  eleven 
children.  The  eldest  two,  Abner  N.,  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1848,  and  Ellen,  born  August  17,  1850.  died 
on  the  same  night,  December  12,  1851,  of  scarlet 
fever.  The  other  children  were  as  follows : Al- 

bert J.,  born  August  23,  1852,  married  Mabel  Burns, 
and  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Ann  G.,  born 
April  2,  1854,  married  Lafayette  Brownell,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township:  Isabella,  born  April  10.  1856, 
married  Jesse  Gardner,  a farmer  of  Greenfield; 
Mary  Etta,  born  March  27,  1858,  married  Samuel 
Williams,  hotel  proprietor  at  Carbondale ; Emma 
J.,  born  April  15,  i860,  married  Joseph  Lee.  a 
farmer  of  Wayne  county;  Ella,  born  Tune  7.  1862, 
married  George  Cox.  a railroad  engineer  of  Car- 
bondale; Catherine,  born  February  9,  1867,  mar- 
ried Legrand  Wells,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township; 
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Lafayette,  born  July  9, 1869, married  Bertha  Lowrey, 
and  is  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county ; Walter, 
born  June  9,  1872,  married  Lillie  Gunther,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Clifford  township. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  purchased  a 
farm  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  bought  and  sold 
farms  a number  of  times,  and  in  April,  1866,  he  re- 
moved from  Thompkinsville,  Lackawanna  county, 
to  the  farm  of  200  acres  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  which  his  widow  now  occupies. 
He  died  July  18,  1898,  and  is  buried  in  Clifford 
cemetery.  At  his  death  he  owned  300  acres  of  land, 
which  is  now  divided  between  his  two  sons,  Lafay- 
ette and  Walter.  In  politics  Abner  Cobb  was  a 
Republican,  and  in  Greenfield  township  he  was  fre- 
quently elected  to  local  offices  of  responsibility  and 
trust.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  one  of 
a committee  for  hiring  men  at  Scranton,  to  save 
drafting  men,  remaining  weeks  at  a time  with 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  his,  pocket,  a well-exe- 
cuted trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  country.  He  has 
been  blessed  with  a family  of  children  who  have  in- 
herited his  most  admirable  traits,  as  well  as  those 
of  their  faithful  and  devoted  mother.  They  are  all 
prospering  and  are  all  a credit  to  their  parentage. 

MARSHALL  H.  VAN  SCOTEN,  a justice  of 
the  peace  and  most  successful  pension  attorney  of 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  is  descended  on  both 
sides  from  German  ancestry.  The  Van  Scoten  fam- 
ily of  New  Jersey,  from  which  came  that  branch 
of  the  family  to  which  Squire  Van  Scoten  belongs, 
are  the  posterity  of  one  Tunis  Van  Scoten,  who 
came  to  America  from  Holland  in  1674.  One  of 
his  three  sons  settled  in  New  Jersey.  The  imme- 
diate ancestors  of  Squire  Van  Scoten,  Cornelius, 
Garrett  and  George  Van  Scoten,  great-grandfather, 
grandfather,  and  father,  respectively,  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  and  his  grandmother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Shanon,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

George  Van  Scoten,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  near  Delaware  Station,  in  1813.  His  im- 
mediate ancestors  had  been  farmers,  and  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Later  in  life  he  kept 
a tavern,  or  hotel,  and  was  engaged  in  speculations. 
In  the  days  of  the  State  Militia  he  was  prominent 
in  military  affairs  and  during  the  Civil  war,  though 
advanced  in  years,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  iSth  P. 
V.  C.,  and  after  a period  of  some  eight  months’ 
honorable  service  yielded  up  his  life  in  defense  of 
his  country,  dying  June  20,  1863,  at  Fairfax  C.  II., 
Va.  He  had  married,  in  1838,  Matilda  Ranh,  who 
was  born  in  1812,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Butts)  Raub,  farming  peo- 
ple of  that  State,  of  which  they  were  natives,  both 
being  of  German  origin.  George  Van  Scoten  was 
first  a Whig  in  his  political  views,  and  on  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  cast  his  lot 
therewith.  He  was  one  of  six  who  first  voted  the 


Whig  ticket  in  Knowlton  township,  Warren  Co.,  N. 
J.  In  1856  he  moved  his  family  to  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  his  wife  died  in  1882. 
To  their  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 
Elizabeth  E.,  born  in  1840,  married,  in  1858,  Charles 
W.  Pierson,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  and 
they  have  children  as  follows — Annie  Belle,  Joseph 
G.  and  Lewis  Burton.  (2)  Marshall  H.  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on.  (3)  Sarah  C.,  born  in  1846, 
married,  in  1862,  Isaac  D.  Sebring,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren : Henry,  Ruth,  Emma,  Preston,  Grace,  George, 
Clarence,  Lillian  and  Nellie.  (4)  Andrew  J.,  born 
in  1848,  married  Florence  Swackhammer,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Frederick,  Roy  and  Florence. 
He  became  a private  of  Company  D,  203rd  P.  V. 
I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  served  nearly  one 
year.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Fort  Fisher, 
N.  C.,  January  15,  1865.  (5)  Emma  E.,  born  in 
1852,  married,  in  1874,  John  II.  Smith,  of  Red 
Creek,  N.  Y.  They  have  no  children.  • Fie  served 
in  the  Civil  war  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  K, 
75th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  (6)  George  L.,  born  in  1854, 
married  Hattie  Bullard,  and  to  them  came  three 
children : Effie,  Roy  and  Vera.  He  is  a real  estate 
dealer,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  gentlemen's  fur- 
nishing goods  business  at  Athens,  Pennsylvania. 

Marshall  H.  \ an  Scoten  was  born  September 
T5’  *841,  at  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  and  came  with  his 
father  s family  to  Susquehanna  countv,  Penn.,  in 
1856.^  While  yet  a school-bov,  and  in  his  teens, 
the  firing  on  Sumter  aroused  his  patriotism,  and 
laying  aside  his  books,  he  left  the  school  house  for 
the  tented  field.  He  came  of  patriotic  stock,  some 
of  his  ancestors  having  served  in  the  Revolutionary- 
war.  On  June  17,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  IF, 
4th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (33rd  P.  V. 
I.).  On  July  4 1 the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Baltimore,  in  which  city  it  was  on  duty  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Dix  until  the  last  of  August,  when  it 
was  ordered  to  the  general  camp  cf  rendezvous  of 
the  reserves  at  Tennallytown,  Aid.  Upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  division,  the  Fourth  was  assigned 
to  the  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen. 
George  G.  Meade.  In  October  (1861),  the  regiment 
crossed  into  Virginia  and  became  a part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  was  in  support  at  the 
battle  of  Drainsville,  December  20.  In  the  spring  of 
’862.  upon  McClellan’s  departure  for  the  peninsula, 
the  reserves  were  left  with  the  First  Corps  under 
command  of  Gen.  McDowell,  but  early  in  June  they 
were  detached  therefrom  and  proceeded  by  water 
to  V bite  House,  and  marched  to  form  a junction 
with  McClellan's  army.  The  Fourth  Regiment 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Mechanicsville  June  20,  and 
on  June  26  a severe  battle  was  fought,  the  regiment 
being  under  fire  during  the  entire  battle.  During 
the  night  following  the  division  was  sent  down  to 
Gaines'  Mill,  where  the  next  day  the  Rebel  armv, 
sixty  thousand  strong,  attacked  the  single  corps  of 
I itz  John  Porter.  In  this  engagement  the  Fourth, 
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supporting  Duryea's  Zouaves,  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  woods,  after  which  it  was  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme left,  where  it  charged  the  Rebel  line,  but  be- 
ing met  by  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
were  forced  to  fall  back  with  great  loss.  At  the 
battle  of  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  on  June  30,  the 
Fourth  was  posted  in  the  front  line  on  the  right,  in  1 
support  of  Randall's  Battery.  Gen.  McCall,  in  his  ! 
official  report,  says  "the  most  determined  charge  of 
the  day  was  made  upon  Randall's  battery  by  a full  j 
brigade  advancing  in  wedge  shape,  without  order, 
but  with  a wild  recklessness  that  I never  saw 
equalled."  After  referring  to  other  charges  that 
had  been  made  by  single  regiments  upon  Cooper’s  j 
and  Kern’s  batteries,  which  had  been  gallantly  re- 
pulsed, the  General  continues : "A  like  result  ap- 

pears to  have  been  anticipated  bv  Randall's  battery 
and  the  Fourth  Regiment  (as  was  subsequently  re- 
ported to  me)  was  requested  not  to  advance  be- 
tween the  guns,  as  I had  ordered,  as  it  interfered 
with  the  cannoneers,  but  to  let  the  battery  deal  with 
them.  Its  gallant  commander  did  not  doubt,  I am 
satisfied,  his  ability  to  repel  the  attack,  and  his  guns' 
fairly  opened  lanes  in  the  advancing  hosts.’’  The 
Rebel  column  closed  up,  and  with  trailed  arms  came 
on  at  a run  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  guns,  where 
they  pistoled  and  bayoneted  the  cannoneers  and  at- 
tacked their  supports  (the  Fourth)  with  such  fury 
and  in  such  overwhelming  numbers  that  they  were 
broken,  but  held  their  ground  with  the  most  deter- 
mined obstinacy.  Gen.  McCall,  continuing,  says: 
“It  was  here  my  misfortune  to  witness,  between 
those  of  my  men  who  stood  their  ground  and  Rebels 
who  advanced,  one  of  the  fiercest  bavonet  fights 
that  perhaps  ever  occurred  on  this  continent.  Bay- 
onets were  crossed  and  locked  in  the  struggle : bav- 
onet wounds  were  freely  given  and  received.  I saw 
skulls  crushed  by  the  heavy  blow  of  the  butt  of  the 
musket,  and,  in  short,  the  desperate  thrusts  and  par- 
ries of  a life-and-death  encounter,  proving  indeed 
that  Greek  had  met  Greek  when  the  Alabama  boys 
fell  upon  the  sons  of  Pennsylvania.”  The  enemy 
was  successfully  held  in  check,  and  during  the 
night  the  Reserves  retired  to  Malvern  Plill.  The 
casualties  in  the  Fouth  Regiment  during  the  seven 
days  of  battle  were  more  than  two  hundred.  From 
Malvern  Hill  the  regiment  marched  to  the  plains 
of  Manassas,  where  on  August  29  and  30  it  en- 
gaged the  enemy  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
where  the  Reserves  were  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds.  The  regiment  again  en- 
countered the  enemy  at  South  Mountain  I September 
14),  and  was  heavily  engaged,  that  battle  resulting 
in  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  ( In  the  evening  of  the 
1 6th  the  Reserves  crossed  Antictam  creek  with  the 
Fourth  in  the  advance,  and  opened  that  great  and 
important  battle,  which  raged  with  great  fury  for 
twelve  hours.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  on 
December  13,  the  Fourth  held  the  right  of  the 
second  line  in  the  memorable  charge  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves  on  the  left  of  Marv's  Heights, 
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when  they  broke  through  the  enemy’s  lines,  carried 
the  summit,  the  key  to  the  position,  but  failing  of 
support  they  were  forced  to  retire.  On  February 
8,  1863,  the  Reserves  now  greatly  reduced  by  act- 
ive service,  were  ordered  to  the  defenses  of  Wash- 
ington to  rest  and  recruit.  On  January  6,  1864,  the 
Fourth  was  ordered  to  duty  in  West  Virginia.  It 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Cloyd  Mountain,  May  9. 
On  May  28,  three  years’  term  of  enlistment  of  Third 
and  Fourth  Reserves  having  expired — those  who 
had  not  re-enlisted  were  ordered  home  for  muster- 
out,  while  the  veterans  and  recruits  of  the  two  reg- 
iments were  organized  into  a battalion  of  five  com- 
' panies  and  placed  in  command  of  Capt.  A.  T.  Sweet. 
This  ended  the  service  of  the  Fourth  as  an  organi- 
zation. It  was  mustered  out  June  8,  1864,  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 

The  battalion  shared  in  all  the  battles  and  ter- 
rible marches,  at  one  time  without  food  and  with  no 
halt  for  rest  for  eight  days  and  nights.  On  July 
j 13,  1864,  they  arrived  on  the  upper  Potomac  above 
Martinsburg.  Here  the  veterans  and  recruits  of  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Reserves  were  transferred  to  the 
54th  P.  V.  I.  On  July  18,  Company  H,  as  reorgan- 
ized, had  a short  but  severe  engagement  with  the 
enemy  at  Snickers  Gap,  Ya.,  in  which  five  of  the 
original  members  of  Companv  PI,  including  Sergt. 
Van  Scoten,  were  wounded  (Van  Scoten  in  the  left 
hand).  The  men  shared  the  disasters  and  triumphs 
of  Sheridan’s  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  late  in  December  they  proceeded  via  Washing- 
ton to  City  Point,  passing  winter  in  that  vicinity, 
and  March  23,  1865,  they  broke  camp  for  their  last 
j and  final  campaign  that  was  to  end  at  Appomattox. 

| Three  days  before  the  surrender  the  54th  Penn,  and 
| 132nd  Ohio  were  captured  by  the  Rebels. 

Mr.  Van  Scoten  on  June  17,  1861,  was  made 
: color  corporal,  and  on  February  25,  1863,  he  was 
I promoted  sergeant.  He  re-enlisted  February  8, 
| 1864,  and  on  July  13  he  was  transferred  to  Com- 
| pany  L and  E,  54th  Penn.  Veteran  Volunteers.  On 
j being  wounded  he  was  sent  to  the  field  hospital  at 
Pleasant  \ alley,  Md.,  where  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember 10,  1864,  when  he  had  sufficiently  recovered 
to  join  the  command.  He  shared  the  fate  of  the 
commands  throughout  their  experience  and  has  a 
record  of  which  he  and  his  posterity  can  well  be 
proud.  After  returning  to  his  regiment  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Berryville,  Va.,  Sep- 
tember 13:  Winchester,  September  19;  Fisher's 
Hill,  September  22:  Stroudsburg,  October  15  .and 
| Cedar  Creek,  October  19.  On  December  18.  1864, 
he  'marched  six  miles  in  his  stocking  feet  through 
eight  inches  of  snow.  He  was  with  Gen.  Butler  in 
j front  of  Richmond,  thence  to  Hatchers  Run,  where 
j he  took  part  in  the  engagement  near  by  on  March 
30,  1865.  He  was  in  the  battle  at  Fort  Gregg,  Va., 
April  2,  and  at  High  Bridge  April  6,  the  entire  com- 
mand being  captured  here,  were  made  prisoners  with 
Gen.  Lee’s  army,  and  paroled  on  the  9th  after  the 
surrender  to  Gen.  Grant.  The  men  were  then  sent 
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to  Camp  Parole,  Md.,  where  our  subject  was  honor- 
ably discharged  (as  a paroled  prisoner)  May  31, 
1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  widowed  mother 
after  an  absence  of  four  years. 

Young  Van  Scoten  on  returning  to  civil  life 
again  went  into  the  school  room,  attending  for  a 
short  time  the  public  schools  at  Montrose.  He  was 
married,  on  October  25,  1865,  to  Eleanor  B.  Gay, 
and  bought  the  old  home  place  in  Auburn  township, 
where  he  resided  and  was  occupied  in  farming  some 
thirty  years,  until  coming  to  Montrose  in  1896. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  Republican 
and  active  and  influential  in  his  party.  He  served 
for  nearly  a decade  as  auditor  of  Auburn  town- 
ship ; was  for  several  years  a director  of  the  Auburn 
and  Rush  poor  asylum.  For  a number  of  years  a 
member  of  the  County  Republican  Committee.  He 
was  once  defeated  for  sheriff  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty by  three  votes.  In  February,  1899,  he 'was  elect- 
ed a justice  of  the  peace,  an  office  for  which  he  is 
well  fitted.  The  Squire  is  a genial  and  sociable  gen- 
tleman, affable  and  courteous.  For  a dozen  or 
more  years  he  has  been  engaged  quite  extensively 
in  the  prosecution  of  claims  against  the  United 
States  government,  especially  penision  claims,  and 
in  this  she  has  been  most  successful  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all,  and  especially  by  the  old 
soldiers. 

Mrs.  Van  Scoten,  the  Squire's  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Gay,  is  the  daughter  of  Ansel  and  Elizabeth 
(Bunnell)  Gay,  and  was  born  January  8.  1846,  in 
Auburn  township.  Three  of  her  brothers,  James 
P.,  Calvin  S.  and  Treadway  K.  Gay,  were  soldiers 
in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  war.  Janies  P.  was 
a second  lieutenant  in  Company  H,  4th  Penn.  Re- 
serves, serving  upwards  of  three  years ; Calvin  S. 
was  a private  in  the  same  company  and  regiment, 
and  also  of  the  15th  X.  Y.  Cavalry,  and  was  wound- 
ed at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain ; and  Treadway 
K.  died  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  while  in  the  U.  S.  Sig- 
nal Corps.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  six  children,  namely:  Carrie  A.,  born  June 

30,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Jones,  of  South  Mont- 
rose, and  their  children  are  William,  Hugh  and  Orin 
Pritchard  ; Savannah,  born  June  30,  1867,  is  the  wife 
of  Sherman  A.  Benninger,  of  Kingsley,  Penn.,  and 
their  children  are  Marshall  Pierce,  Leo  Sherman, 
Florence  and  Donald ; Eva  E.,  born  December  5, 
1869,  was  engaged  in  teaching  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three;  Calvin  S.,  born  March  21,  1871,  mar- 
ried Martha  Ritger,  and  resides  at  Athens,  Penn. ; 
Elnora,  born  October  15,  1875,  is  at  home;  and 
Charles  L.,  born  July  24,  1878.  like  father  and  grdnd- 
fatlicr,  manifested  his  patriotism  by  serving  in  the 
Spanish-American  war,  from  April  27,  1898,  to 
March  1 1 , 1899 — there  being  but  one  day’s  differ- 
ence in  the  ages  of  himself  and  father  at  the  time 
of  their  respective  enlistments.  He  was  a corporal  in 
Company  G,  13th  Penn.  Inf.,  and  is  now  quarter- 
master scrgCant  in  the  same  company  and  regiment, 
P.  X.  G. 


DR.  EDVTX  R.  VARCOE,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing dentists  of  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  located  at 
Goshen,  was  born  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
I Xovember  4,  1850. 

Francis  and  Mary  (Hocken)  Yarcoe,  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  England,  and  de- 
| scendants  of  a long  line  of  substantial  English  an- 
cestry. Both  were  educated  near  Liskeard,  in  the 
County  of  Cornwall,  where  they  grew  to  maturity, 
and  were  married  in  1846.  They  came  to  America 
on  their  wedding  tour,  and  were  so  well  pleased 
with  the -appearance  of  the  country  that  they  decided 
i to  remain,  settling  near  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where 
: they  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  and  there  re- 
mained until  their  death,  the  father  dying  in  1895. 
and  the -mother  in  1865.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
: bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their 
eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  are 
all  living  but  one,  viz.:  Lavenia,  wife  of  Isaiah 
; Scudder,  of  Middletown,  X.  Y. ; Sophia,  widow  of 
Ira  S.  Baxter,  and  a resident  of  Jersey  City ; Ed- 
win R. ; Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Frank  Sagen- 
: dorph,  of  Jersey  City;  Selina,  Mrs.  T.  Edson  Hard- 
ing, of  Jersey  City;  William  F.,  a practicing  phy- 
] sician  in  Xew  York  City;  Carrie,  who  married  Her- 
man Groff  ell,  of  Jersey  City  ; and  Charles  W.,  a dent- 
ist of  Walden.  X.  Y.  In  1875  Francis  Yarcoe  married 
for  his  second  wife,  Airs.  Elizabeth  (Onger)  Glenn, 
and  they  had  one  daughter,  Kitty,  now  the  wife  of 
i Charles  Webb,  of  Bethany,  Penn.  Politically  Mr. 
Yarcoe  was  at  first  an  old-line  Whig,  but  he  subse- 
uentlv  became  a Republican  and  was  a stanch  Union 
man  during  the  Civil  war.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  held  membership  in  that  denomination  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  at  the  old  homestead  near 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  September  6,  1895,  when  he  was 
aged  eighty  years. 

Samuel  Yarcoe,  the  father  of  Francis  Yarcoe, 
was  an  English  gentleman  and  a landed  proprietor  in 
the  County  of  Cornwall.  One  of  his  sons,  Rev.  R. 
Yarcoe,  came  to  this  country  and  filled  several  im- 
portant charges  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Francis  Yarcoe  was  Rev.  Charles 
Hicks,  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Yarcoe  was  Rev.  Edward  Hocken,  a minister 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  a man  of  learning 
and  eloquence ; for  fifty  years  he  filled  important 
1 pulpits  in  his  native  land,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age,  revered  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
: his  pietv  and  benevolence.  He  reared  a family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  Edward  Hocken,  Jr.,  be- 
1 came  a clergyman  under  the  celebrated  John  Wesley 
in  the  Methodist  Church  during  the  pioneer  era  of 
the  organization. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  on  the 
maternal  side  was  Rev.  William  Geake,  of  the 
' Church  of  England.  He  was  a learned  man,  and 
j ably  filled  parishes  for  many  years  in  the  County  of 
i Cornwall.  It  is  a notable  fact  that  the  progenitors 
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of  the  family  were  scholarly  men,  of  sterling  charac- 
ter and  upright  lives.  Refinement  and  culture  have 
always  been  characteristic  of  the  race. 

Dr.  Edwin  R.  Yarcoe  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Wayne  county  and  Wyom- 
ing Seminary,  at  Kingston,  Penn.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  the  study  of  his  profession 
under  Dr.  J.  W.  Kesler,  of  Honesdale,  Penn.,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  practiced 
at  different  places  in  Orange  county  for  five  years. 
In  1S80  he  was  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College,  carrying  oft"  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class,  and  receiving  the  prize  awarded,  an  S.  S. 
White  Dental  Engine.  In  June,  1S80,  he  established 
himself  in  practice  in  Goshen,  where  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  has  enjoyed  an  extensive  and  lucra- 
tive patronage.  In  all  modern  improvements  and 
appliances  pertaining  to  his  profession  he  has  kept 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  is  recognized  as  most 
skillful  and  successful.  lie  is  public-spirited,  and 
has  ever  been  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  the  pro- 
gressive interests  of  the  town. 

The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Goshen.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Sec- 
ond District  Dental  Association,  the  Order  of  Odd 
bellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Encampment  of 
Patriarchs.  In  politics  "he  is  a Republican.  He  has 
made  a success  not  only  in  a professional  way,  but 
has  also  accumulated  a comfortable  competency  and 
has  found  time  during  his  vacations  to  make  several 
trips  to  Europe,  visiting  Scotland,  Ireland,  England, 
France,  Switzerland  and  Italy,  besides  traveling 
extensively  through  this  country,  Mexico,  Cuba  and 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
Church  and  charitable  interests  he  has  frequently 
lectured  on  his  travels  in  a most  entertaining  and 
eloquent  manner. 

ALVIN  W.  BARRETT.  The  settlement  of 
a new  country  is  usually  made  by  clusters  of  people 
from  older  settlements.  The  pioneer  arrives,  and 
if  the  reports  to  the  old  home  are  encouraging  his 
relatives  and  friends  often  follow  as  rapidly  as  in- 
clination or  circumstances  will  permit.  It  is  for- 
tunate that  some  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  were  the  hardv 
sons  of  choice  New  England  localities,  for  thereby 
has  been  insured  a sterling  type  of  citizenship. 

The  Barrett  family  figures  prominently  in  this 
connection.  The  progenitors  of  the  Jackson  town- 
ship Barretts  were  Whitmore  and  Lovica  (Miller) 
Barrett,  a God-fearing  and  industrious  couple,  of 
English  ancestry,  who  dwelt  a century  ago  at  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt.,  and  there  passed  away  after  long  and 
well-spent  lives,  leaving  seven  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, as  follows:  Levi,  the  eldest  son,  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers living  and  dying  in  Jackson  township  (he  left 
a family,  two  of  whom  live  in  Tackson ) ; David 
came  to  Jackson  and  lived  for  some  years,  return- 
ing to  his  father’s  old  home  in  Vermont,  where  he 


| died : William  came  to  Jackson,  where  he  lived  until 
| his  death;  Cynthia  married  William  Estabrooks, 
and  lived  in  Jackson,  where  they  remained  through- 
out life ; Ransel  died  in  Brattleboro,  Yt. ; Chester 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  being  ■ a member 
of  a Pennsylvania  regiment  (he  was  a resident  of 
Michigan  for  some  years,  then  moved  to  Wisconsin, 

| where  he  died  leaving  children  who  still  are  in  the 
| West)  ; Ezra  moved  West  to  Ohio,  where  he  died. 

Hose.a  Barrett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
I born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  March  8,  1799,  grew  up  in 
Vermont,  and  there  married  Polly  Lindsey,  who 
was  born  in  Windham  county,  Vt.,  March  30,  1800. 
He  fanned  in  his  native  State  until  the  winter  of 
1832-33,  when  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  arriving 
by  sleds  in  February,  1833,  and  settled  in  Jackson 
township.  He  commenced  life  in  the  woods, 
bought  a tract  of  over  one  hundred  acres,  and  erect- 
ed a small  home,  he . and  his  sons  clearing  up  a 
good  farm,  and  later  they  erected  more  substantial 
buildings.  Hosea  Barrett  and  his  wife  remained  on 
this  home  during  their  lives.  Air.  Barrett  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
political  work  of  his  town,  holding  a number  of  town 
offices.  Himself  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Free 
Baptist  Church,  where  they  were  earnest  workers  in 
the  cause  of  religion.  Air..  Barrett  died  in  July, 
i860,  and  his.  worthy  wife  lived  to  be  ninety-three 
years  old,  loved  and  esteemed  during  her  long  and 
useful  life.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Barrett  were  born 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  young.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  The  other  children 
who  lived  to  maturity  were  as  follows:  (2)  Luther 
Barrett,  born  in  Vermont,  in  1820,  married  Aliss 
Hanah  Robinson,  of  New  York,  and  settled  at  his 
father's  old  home.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  17th  Penn.  Yol.  Cavalry,  and  served 
three  years.  He  now  leads  a retired  life,  residing  in 
Binghamton.  He  has  one  son.  Stanley  B.,  of  Bing- 
hamton. (3)  Alonzo  Barrett,  born  in  Vermont,  was 
also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  being  a member  of  a 
Pennsylvania  volunteer  regiment.  He  married 
Sabrina  Course,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  and 
! after  her  death  wedded  Aliss  Emily  Hazen,  of  Jack- 
j son : to  this  union  two  children  were  born,  Glen 
and  Etta  Barrett.  (4)  George  W.  Barrett  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  February,  1832.  He  was  a soldier  in 
1 the  Civil  war  for  two  years,  as  a member  of  a 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  participated  in  a num- 
ber of  engagements.  He  married  Aliss  Annis 
Seager,  of  Jackson,  and  for  some  years  lived  near 
j his  father’s  old  home,  then  sold  and  moved  to  Sus- 
; quehanna,  where  he  still  resides.  He  has  two  daugh- 
[ ters — Viola,  the  wife  of  A.  \Y.  Dightman.  of  Brad- 
ford. Penn.,  and  Delia,  wife  of  Charles  Langford,  of 
j Homesville.  Penn.  (5)  Hollace  Barrett,  born  in 
' Jackson  township  in  1837.  was  the  fourth  brother 
\ to  serve  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  a Pennsylvania 
! regiment.  Fie  married  Aliss  Juliett  Tyler,  of  Tack- 
j son.  and  is  now  a merchant  at  Gibson.  He  has 
I three  daughters  and  one  son — Edr.a,  wife  of  Alan 
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Smith,  of  Binghamton ; Gertie,  wife  of  Elbert  A.  ! 
Sweet,  a merchant  of  Gibson;  Mabel,  wife  of  a ! 
Mr.  Rosenkrans,  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and  Fred,  1 
with  his  father  in  the  store  at  Gibson.  (6)  Smith  ! 
Barrett,  born  in  Jackson  in  April,  1839,  married  ! 
Miss  Sarah  Brooks,  of  Jackson,  and  now  resides  at  ; 
Bradford.  Penn.  His  seven  children  are  Virgil,  j 
Carrie,  Bertie,  Hosie,  Ulyssus,  Lula  and  Hessie. 

Alvin  W.  Barrett  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Yt.,  j 
August  18,  1817.  attended  the  schools  in  his  native 
town,  and  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  father  to  the  wilderness  home  in 
Jackson  township.  He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing 
tip  the  forest.  In  1836  he  married  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Hazen,  of  Jackson,  who  was  born  at  Londonderry, 
Vt.,  January  3,  1819,  daughter  of  David  and  Jane 
Hazen,  and  with  them  came  to  Jackson  township. 

In  1841  Mr.  Barrett  purchased  his  present 
home.  He  erected  a log  house  and  barn  in  the  un- 
broken wilderness,  commenced  with  spirit  and 
perseverance  the  clearing  up  of  a farm,  and  later 
erected  good,  substantial  buildings,  now  owning  one 
of  the  well-improved  and  well-cultivated  farms  of 
his  town.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
a family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely; 
(1)  A.  Clark  Barrett,  born  in  1837,  married  Miss 
Louisa  Barrett,  of  Maryland.  He  has  been  a com- 
mercial traveler  for  a number  of  years,  and  now 
follows  farming  in  Xew  Milford  township,  being 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  that  town.  He  has 
one  son,  Dana  Barrett.  (2)  Julia  M.  Barrett,  born 
in  Jackson  in  1841,  married  Henry  Cobb,  a farmer 
of  Jackson, and  they  have  had  four  children — Mertie, 
wife  of  Calvin  Prescott;  Ernest,  a resident  of 
Jackson  ; Herbert,  who  died  when  a young  man  ; and 
Gertrude,  wife  of  \V.  G.  Gellatt,  of  Thompson.  (3) 
Elias  R.  Barrett,  born  in  September,  1843,  married 
Miss  Julia  French,  daughter  of  Xelson  French,  of 
Jackson.  He  owns  a tine  brick  block  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  he  is  engaged  in  the  butchering  trade. 
He  has  two  children — Agnes,  wife  of  Henry  Page, 
of  Jackson;  and  Herbert,  of  Susquehanna.  (4) 
Polly  E.  Barrett,  born  in  December,  1845,  is  the 
wife  of  L.  D.  Hall,  of  Jackson.  (5)  Edson  A. 
Barrett,  born  in  August,  1848,  married  Miss  Ella 
Case,  of  Wayne  countv.  He  resides  in  Susque- 
hanna, and  is  employed  by  his  brother  Elias.  He 
has  four  children,  Lena  (a  teacher  in  the  Oakland 
graded  "schools).  Jay,  Eva.  and  Roland.  (6)  Alice 
L.  Barrett,  born  in  1851.  married  A.  X.  French,  of 
Jackson,  and  they  reside  with  her  parents  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  Mr.  French  has  management 
of  the  farm.  They  have  three  daughters,  Bessie, 
Mabel  and  Letha.  Bessie  is  the  wife  of  George 
Estabrook,  of  Susquehanna.  Mabel  has  been  a 
student  at  Xew  Milford,  Lanesboro.  and  the  State 
Xormal  School  of  Stroudsburg,  is  bright  and 
scholarly,  and  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in 
her  countv  for  two  terms  ; in  June,  1899,  she  married 
Samuel  joins  ,of  Susquehanna.  Letha,  born  in 
Jackson  in  1889,  is  a student  of  the  home  schools. 


(7)  Frank  O.  Barrett,  born  in  July,  1854,  married 
Miss  Dora  Kinney,  of  Preston,  Wayne  countv,  and 
has  two  sons,  Sandford  and  Harold.  He  is  a 
painter,  of  Susquehanna. 

In  religious  connection  our  subject  and  wife  are 
prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church,  where  they  have  worshipped  Fifty-four 
years.  They  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  thir- 
teen years  ago.  Politically  Mr.  Barrett  has  alwavs 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Flarrison,  and 
| has  voted  for  every  Republican  president  since. 
He  has  held  a number  of  local  offices,  including  those 
of  assessor,  supervisor  and  pathmaster  for  a num- 
ber of  terms.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Barrett  was 
a ruling"  spirit  and  formed  the  quota  of  men  re- 
quired from  his  town.  He  is  still  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  prominent  men  of  Jackson,  and  for  more 
than  half  a century  has  been  active  in  the  business 
affairs  of  the  town.  A more  truly  representative 
type  of  citizenship  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

JONATHAN  C.  TERRY,  a worthy  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Rush  township.  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, who  is  living  retired,  was  born  on  the  old  Terry 
homestead  in  that  township,  August  8,  1822.  ^nd  is 
a son  of  Ickabeth  and  Lucy  (Metcalf)  Terry,  the 
former  a native  of  Goshen,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the 
latter  of  Salisbury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  They  were 
married  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 

I and  there  located  upon  her  father's  farm,  which 
became  the  homestead  of  the  family.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  May  5,  1849, 
aged  sixty-six  years,  the  mother  February  24,  1882, 
aged  ninety-four,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in 
Snyder  cemetery.  In  religious  faith  they  were 
Baptists.  Their  children  were  Lucy  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  Alexander  Daugherty;  Isaac,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Uriah,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Uriah,  who  married  Mercy  Deuel,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years;  Daniel,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  married  Sarah 
A.  Deuel;  Mehitable,  deceased  wife  of  Levi  Van 
Gorden ; Charles,  deceased,  who  married  Agnes 
Angle;  Jonathan  C.,  our  subject;  Henrietta,  a res- 
ident of  Fairdale,  Susquehanna  county,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Florace  Southwell,  (second)  a Mr.  Rob- 
inson, and  (third)  Dr.  Nathaniel  Cornell;  George 
F.,  who  has  not  been  heard  from  since  going  West 
in  1858;  and  Abigail,  wife  of  Ira  Bennett,  of  Col- 
orado. Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  Uriah 
Terry,  was  of  French  extraction,  and  was  in  the 
Wyoming  massacre.  He  and  his  wife,  Abigail, 
were  both  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day, 
here  spending  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Jonathan  C.  Terry  remained  with  his  parents 
until  twentv-two  years  of  age,  and  then  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  first  working  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  for  one  year.  FIc  then  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Rush  township,  which  was  all  wild  land, 
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and,  in  connection  with  the  work  of  improvement 
and  cultivation,  he  followed  carpentering  for  thirty 
years,  but  since  1892  has  lived  retired  from  active 
"labor,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  For 
some  time  he  and  his  son,  Stephen  J„  successfully 
engaged  in  the  sawmill  business,  and  in  most  of  his 
undertakings  he  has  prospered,  so  that  he  now  has 
a comfortable  competence.  Politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  religiously  he  is  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  widely 
known  and  universally  respected,  and  has  a host  of 
friends  throughout  his  native  county. 

On  January  9,  1845,  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
Mr.  Terry  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Bishop,  who  was 
born  in  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  November  8,  1824.  Her 
parents,  Israel  and  Bethany  (Wright)  Bishop,  were 
natives  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  were  early  settlers  of  Bradford  county,  where 
the  father  followed  lumbering  until  his  death.  The 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  were 
Israel  B.  and  Stephen  J.,  both  farmers  of  Rush  town- 
ship ; Albert,  a lumberman  of  the  same  township ; 
Lovisa,  wife  of  Warren  Granger,  a wagon  maker 
and  stock  raiser  of  Dubois,  Idaho ; Mary,  wife  of 
William  L.  Gibbs,  a lumberman  of  Rush  township ; 
and  Frances,  wife  of  William  Van  Gorder,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  November  12,  1892. 

Stephen  J.  Terry,  son  of  Jonathan  C.  Terry, 
and  a prominent  farmer  and  lumberman  of  Rush 
township,  was  born  at  Standing  Stone,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  April  19,  1848,  and  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  he  went  to  Fremont,  Neb., 
where  he  engaged  in  carriage  making  for  six  years. 
On  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county  he  embarked 
in  fanning  in  Rush  township,  and  has  also  become 
interested  in  lumbering,  owning  and  operating  a 
portable  sawmill.  He  is  a man  of  good  business 
ability,  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  is  now 
the  possessor  of  valuable  property.  He  has  held 
several  minor  offices  in  his  township,  and  in  1896 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which  nosition  he 
is  now  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filling.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Le  Raysville  Lodge  No. 
471,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Stephen  J.  Terry  was  married,  in  Bradford 
county,  May  17,  1873,  to  Miss  Anna  Lanpher,  and 
to  them  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Mollie,  who  is 
at  home.  Mrs.  Terry  was  born  in  Bradford  county, 
December  2,  1856,  a daughter  of  John  and  Candis 
( Platt)  Lanpher.  also  natives  of  that  county.  The 
father  was  born  December  8,  1825.  and  throughout 
his  active  business  life  followed  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Sayre,  Penn.  The 
mother  was  born  January  20,  1827,  and  died  De- 
cember 30,  1893.  being  laid  to  rest  at  Wysox,  Brad- 
ford county.  She  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a most  estimable 


lady.  The  children  of  the  family  were  Polly,  de- 
ceased; Pluma,  who  married  Albert  Terry,  a broth- 
er of  our  subject,  and  died  May  28,  1880;  Stella, 
deceased;  Anna,  wife  of  our  subject;  Nancy,  de- 
ceased wife  of  James  Nicholson;  Daniel,  a resident 
of  Sayre;  Sarah,  deceased;  Mary,  deceased  wife 
of  William  Emory;  and  John  F.,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Terry's  grandparents  were  Joshua  and  Margrette 
(Benjamin)  Lanpher,  and  Ephraim  and  Polly 
(Tuttle)  Platt,  all  farming  people  of  Bradford 
county. 

. JOHN  S.  GARRETT,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  prominent,  enterprising  and 
reliable  business  men  of  Wayne  county.  He  made 
good  use  of  his  opportunities,  prospered  from  year 
to  year,  conducted  all  business  matters  carefully  and 
successfully,  and  in  all  his  acts  displayed  an  apti- 
tude for  . successful  management.  A native  of 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  Garrett  was  born  in  Berlin  town- 
ship. in  1833,  a son  of  John  and  Patience  Garrett. 
His  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  John 
Garrett,  was  a native  of  England,  and  on  coming  to 
the  United  States  located  at  Smith  Hill,  Berlin 
Centre,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  reared  a large 
family.  The  children  of  John  and  Patience  Gar- 
.rett  were  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mark  Compton,  of 
Berlin ; Eunice,  wife  of  William  Noble,  of  Damas- 
cus, Wayne  county;  John  S. ; Shepherd;  Phcebe ; 
Henry,  and  Lyman. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Berlin  township  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  home  until  reach- 
ing manhood,  and  when  a boy.  through  his  own 
energy  and  perseverance,  he  succeeded  in  working 
his  way  upward  as  a boatman  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal  until  he  became  owner  of  a boat.  He 
carried  coal  and  commerce  between  Honesdale  and 
Rondout,  and  before  retiring  from  that  business 
was  the  owner  of  several  boats  and  had  built  up  an 
extensive  trade.  In  1836  he  bought  100  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Berlin  township  and  commenced  to  clear 
and  improve  the  tract,  making  a home  for  his  young 
wife.  About  this  time  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
boating  business,  and  gave  his  farm  his  entire  at- 
tention during  the  summer  months,  while  during 
the  spring  of  the  year  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering 
on  the  Delaware  river  for  a number  of  years.  He 
placed  his  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  made  many  excellent  improvements  thereon  in 
the  way  of  buildings  until  he  had  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  desirable  places  in  the  township. 

In  1836  Mr.  Garrett  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Braman,  of  Berlin  townshio.  Her  parents.  Rhoads 
and  Catharine  Braman.  were  originally  from  ( )tsego 
countv.  X.  Y.,  where  they  reared  their  family,  but 
spent  their  last  days  in  Berlin  township.  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett 
are  as  follows;  (1)  Katie,  born  in  1859,  married 
William  Triveton,  of  Berlin,  by  whom  she  has 
sons.  Rexford.  Leroy  and  Arthur  (the  last  two, 
however,  died  in  infancy),  and  they  reside  in  Scran- 
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ton,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Triveton  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a carpenter.  (2)  Effie  B.,  born  in  1S64, 
is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Hall,  a painter  and  paper 
hanger,  of  Scranton,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children — Ernest,  who  died  in  childhood ; Nellie 
G.  and  Harold  G.  ( 3)  Henry  W.,  born  in  1866, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  township  and 
learned  the  glass  cutting  trade  with  Dorflinger  & 
Sons,  of  White  Mills.  In  1890  he  removed  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  is  now  the  leading  foreman  in  the 
Libby  Glass  Works.  He  was  married  in  1894  to 
Katie  Forner,  of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  a well  educated 
and  refined  young  lady,  belonging  to  one  of  the  lead- 
ing wealthy  families  of  that  city.  They  make  their 
home  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  (4)  Lizzie  J.,  born  in 
1869,  received  a good  common-school  education,  and 
married  James  Wrenn,  of  Virginia,  by  whom  she 
had  two  daughters.  Gladys  A.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Marian  E.  They  reside  with  her  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  and  he  manages  the  farm.  (5) 
John  X.,  born  in  1874,  is  a graduate  of  Wood's 
Business  College,  of  Scranton,  and  is  now  general 
bookkeeper  for  the  Elk  Hill  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  of 
Carbondale,  Penn.  He  married  Ellen  Liddstone, 
of  Scranton,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Nebraska, 
and  is  a talented  and  very  highly  educated  young 
lady,  both  in  music  and  the  classics. 

Politically  Mr.  Garrett  was  always  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, he  was  often  called  upon  to  accept  public  of- 
fice. In  religious  belief  he  was  a Baptist,  belong- 
ing to  the  Church  at  Berlin  Centre,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a leading  member.  Their  youngest  son, 
John  X.,  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at 
Scranton,  and  also  of  the  American  Protective  As- 
sociation. In  the  spring  of  1894  Mr.  Garrett  was 
stricken  with  pneumonia,  and  after  one  week  of 
suffering  departed  this  life,  leaving  many  friends 
as  well  as  his  immediate  family  to  mourn  his  loss. 
He  always  faithfully  performed  his  duties  of  citi- 
zenship, and  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  township  and  county. 
His  wife,  who  is  a most  estimable  lady,  is  now  suc- 
cessfully managing  the  estate. 

THOMAS  WASHINGTON  QUIN  TIN,  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  substantial  men  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  whose  interest  and 
enthusiasm  in  his  present  honorable  calling  seem 
not  in  the  least  dimmed  by  the  lapse  of  years,  though 
he  is  now  beyond  man's  allotted  three  score  and  ten, 
is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Ouintin,  our  subject's  great-grandfa- 
ther, and  wife.  Mary,  were  residents  of  Ireland. 
Their  son,  Andrew  Ouintin,  and  his  wife,  Dorothy 
(Jones),  came  from  Ireland  to  America  in  1793, 
and  located  at  Newtown.  Bucks  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  saddlery  business.  He  left  Ire- 
land owing  to  his  sympathy  with  the  revolutionists 


there.  He  was  a man  of  rare  intellect  and  force  of 
character,  and  was  a man  of  affairs,  serving  as 
J quartermaster  in  the  United  States  army;  was  dep- 
■ uty  United  States  marshal;  served  as  a justice  of 
i the  peace ; and  as  coroner.  His  wife  was  a near 
relative  of  Lord  Fitzgerald,  of  Ireland. 

Thomas  Quintin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  October  25,  1794. 
He  married  Margaret  Scott,  who  was  also  a na- 
S tive  of  Bucks  county,  born  April  29,  1796.  Thomas 
: Ouintin  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  became  a 
prominent  and  influential  man  at  Kensington,  at 
; which  place  he  was  postmaster  for  eight  years,  and 
was  for  a number  of  years  a commissioner  of  Ken- 
sington district.  He  was  identified  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania & Trenton  railroad  from  its  very  begin- 
ning, serving  as  its  superintendent  until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life,  in  1845,  when  he  moved  to 
: a farm  at  Bristol,  on  the  Delaware  river.  Later 
| on  he  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Trenton.  X.  J., 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  December,  1853.  His  wife  died  October 
! 22,  1862,  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to  which  place  she 
had  moved  to  live  with  a son,  hoping  that  a South- 
i ern  climate  would  be  beneficial  to  her  health.  Their 
| children  were:  Andrew,  who  married  Elizabeth 

J Headley,  was  a railroad  conductor,  and  was  killed, 

1 being  struck  by  a passenger  train  at  Avon  by  the 
! sea;  David  S.,  who  married  Caroline  Chandler,  was 
a turfman  and  handler  of  fast  horses ; Jane  married 
Edward  Moore,  a machinist,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Anna  Mary  Marsh  married  Isaac  Booz, 
and  both  are  dead;  Amanda  married  Francis  O. 
De  Schamps,  a jeweler  of  Philadelphia  ; Thomas  W., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth:  M.  Ma- 
tilda married  Richard  Loder,  now  a retired  colonel 
! of  the  Lnited  States  army;  James,  who  was  twice 
I married,  both  wives  now  deceased,  was  a steam- 
| boat  captain,  and  died  in  Brazil,  South  America ; 

\\  alter  W.  S.  and  Rachel  died  when  young;  Will- 
! iam  went  Scuth  with  his  mother  a short  time  before 
the  Civil  war,  was  forced  into  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, and  was  killed  near  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

Thomas  Washington  Quintin  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1825,  at  Penn's  Manor,  Bucks  Co..  Penn. 
| Part  of  his  boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father's 
| farm,  and  for  some  years  he  lived  in  Philadelphia. 
In  his  early  life  he  was  variously  emploved.  first 
a clerk  in  a grocery  and  provision  store,  and  then 
for  years  was  in  the  grocery  business.  In  1857  he 
located  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies.  Fie  turned 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  grapes  and  other 
I fruits,  and  in  this  branch  of  horticulture  has  been 
1 very  successful.  The  product  of  his  vineyard  has 
gone  all  over  the  county,  and  his  exhibitions  at 
various  fairs  have  carried  off  prizes.  He  is  a sys- 
tematic and  methodical  farmer,  and  one  of  W’avne 
county's  many  excellent  citizens.  He  is  quiet  and 
unassuming,  and  outside  of  performing  his  dutv  at 
the  polls  has  taken  no  active  part  in  politics,  having 
I declined  public  office.  He  votes  the  Democratic 
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ticket,  and  believes  in  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  has  been  for  thirty  years  past  a member  of  the 
Hollisterville  Baptist  Church. 

On  December  25,  1852,  Mr.  Ouintin  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  J.  Enix,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed 
bv  children  as  follows:  William  H.,  born  Novem- 
ber 14,  1853,  married  Eva  Ball,  and  died  in  1883; 
they  had  one  son.  Andrew,  born  November  6,  1855, 
is  a printer  in  Philadelphia.  Thomas,  born  July 
15,1:857,  married  Della  Dubler  (now  deceased), 
and  is  an  attorney  in  Scranton,  Penn.  Eugene,  born 
March  26,  1859,  married  Anna  K.  Pfister ; he  is  a 
carpenter,  and  resides  at  Lake  Ariel,  Penn.  Eliza 
J.,  born  January  13,  1861,  is  a trained  nurse  in 
Philadelphia,  being  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital.  Ruth,  born  December  19,  1862,  married 
John  F.  King,  a miller  at  Clarks  Summit.  Mar- 
garet S.,  born  May  23,  1865,  resides  at  Sranton, 
Penn.,  being  a trained  nurse,  and  a graduate  of  the 
Lackawanna  Plospital.  David  S.,  born  March  23, 
1867,  is  a turfman,  and  resides  in  California. 
Prances,  born  March  7,  1869,  died  when  young. 
Joseph  E.,  born  December  8,  1872,  married  Mary 
C.  Smith,  and  resided  for  a time  at  Peckville,  Penn., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a powder  mill ; however, 
they  are  now  living  with  his  parents  on  the  home 
farm,  which  his  father  has  given  up  to  him  on  ac- 
count of  his  advancing  age.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  born  June  6,  1829,  in  Philadelphia, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Harvey)  Enix,  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey  and  Ireland,  respectively.  Jo- 
seph Enix  was  a manufacturer  of  woolen  and  cotton 
goods  at  Philadelphia.  Pie  died  in  1842,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1841,  when  thirty-two  years 
of  age.  They  had  one  child,  Eliza  J.  The  mother, 
by  a previous  marriage,  to  a Mr.  Lewis,  had  two 
children. 

CLARENCE  E.  FOSTER,  M.  D.  In  enter- 
ing upon  a professional  career,  there  are  many  ob- 
stacles to  overcome  that  only  faithful  devotion  and 
earnest  -purpose  can  surmount.  After  making  the 
choice  of  a profession,  the  question  of  location  be- 
comes an  important  one,  and  when  a young  man 
decides  to  cast  111s  lot  among  his  own  friends  and 
neighbors  the  up-hill  struggle  is  even  a more  difficult 
one.  “A  Prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his 
own  country,”  and  all  praise  is  due  him  who  stead- 
fastly battles  his  way  to  the  front,  and  by  fidelity 
of  purpose  wins  new  laurels,  and  adds  new  honors 
to  the  family  name.  Such  a one  is  Clarence  E. 
Foster,  who  was  born  June  20,  1857,  a son  of  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth  (Schofield)  Poster.  The  Foster  fam- 
ily dates  back  in  America  to  1635,  the  year  of  the 
arrival  of  Christopher  Poster,  who  was  born  in 
1G03. 

Josiah  P'ostcr,  born  January  8,  1 8 1 5.  died  Sep- 
tember 12,  1879.  He  resided  in  Honesdale  from 
1827,  and  during  his  youth  attended  the  common 
schools,  while  assisting  in  the  work  at  the  tannery, 
farm  and  store.  On  the  withdrawal  of  his  father 


from  business  he  took  charge  of  the  tannery,  while 
his  brother  I.  N.  conducted  the  store,  and  Will- 
iam H.  managed  the  farm.  After  a few  years  he 
sold  out  to  his  brothers  and  retired.  He  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
although  he  was  never  a politician  he  was  a stanch 
Republican ; he  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  remained  one  until 
his  death.  On  September  7,  1853,  he  was  married 
to  Aliss  Elizabetn  Schofield,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 5.  1823,  and  is  still  living.  Their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  born  June  17,  1854,  died  August  6,  1854; 
\\  illiam  M.,  born  September  15,  1855,  is  a drug- 
gist, and  resides  in  Honesdale : Clarence  E.  is  men- 
tioned below;  Alice,  born  October  21,  i860,  died 
December  .27,  1861 ; Mary  D.,  born  February  8, 
1865,  married  W.  J.  Ward. 

Clarence  E.  Foster  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Honesdale,  graduating  in  1875,  with  the 
first  class  that  ever  received  diplomas'  front  the  high 
school  there.  Three  years  later  he  began  the  studv 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  A.  Dttsinberre,  of  Hones- 
dale, and  in  the  fall  of  1878  he  entered  Columbia 
Medical  College,  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1881.  He  remained  for  a time  in  the 
metropolis,  taking  practical  work  as  interne  in  the 
Chambers  Street  Hospital  and  the  New  York  Plos- 
pital, on  Fifteenth  street,  and  in  1882  he  located  at 
Ilonesdale,  where  he  has  since  been  successfullv 
engaged  in  practice.  His  talent  and  skill,  together 
\\  ith  his  personal  worth,  have  made  his  a notable 
career,  and  in  addition  to  a large  general  practice 
he  is  now  the  surgeon  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
railroad,  and  examiner  for  most  of  the  leading  life 
insurance  companies.  He  is  thoroughly  progres- 
sive, and  is  identified  with  the  Lackawanna  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  In 
1898  he  was  delegate  from  the  Lackawanna  Countv 
Medical  Society  to  the  State  Society,  at  Lancaster, 
and  in  every  way  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
progress  of  the  medical  profession. 

On  October  20,  1888,  Dr.  Foster  was  married 
to  Miss  Georgia  B.  Osborn,  who  was  born  in  i860, 
in  Wayne  county,  and  died  November  1.  1889,  leav- 
ing one  son,  George  Osborn,  born  October  26, 
1889.  She  was  a daughter  of  Col.  George  B.  and 
Matilda  (Mumford)  Osborn,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a colonel  in  the  Civil  war.  and  has  also  served 
as  treasurer  of  Wayne  county,  where  he  still  resides. 
On  October  2.  1895.  the  Doctor  formed  a second 
union,  with  Miss  May  S.  Mason,  who  was  born 
April  16,  1873,  a daughter  of  James  B.  and  Clara 
(Shaw)  Mason,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  the  for- 
mer is  an  extensive  lumber  manufacturer.  Thev 
have  one  son,  Clarence  Mason,  born  June  4,  1899. 
Socially  the  Doctor  is  very  popular,  being  connected 
with  the  Exchange  Social  and  Literary  Club.  Hones- 
dale, of  which  he  served  as  director  during  1898 
and  1899,  and  has  been  elected  president  for  1900; 
and  with  the  I.  O.  R.  M.,  Oslek  Tribe  No.  318,  of 
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Honesdale,  in  which  he  is  trustee,  having  served 
as  such  for  several  years.  His  beautiful  home,  fac- 
ing the  park,  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  and,  presided  over  by  his  gracious  wife,  is 
ever  the  scene  of  much  social  enjoyment. 

The  Doctor  is  thoroughly  progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited, being  always  in  sympathy  with  any 
movement  which  promises  benefit  to  the  commun- 
ity. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in 
1895  was  elected  coroner,  for  three  years,  by  the 
largest  majority  of  any  man  on  the  ticket;  he  was 
re-elected  in  1898.  He  is  an  ex-member  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  also  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  local  fire  department.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Wherever  there  is  sorrow  or  sickness 
the  Doctor  is  found  a willing  helper,  his  broad 
charity  recognizing  his  duty  to  his  fellow  man,  and 
his  noble  nature  meeting,  never  shrinking,  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

WILLIAM  C.  CRUSER,  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  Montrose  Democrat,  a sparkling  newspaper 
which  owes  its  success  largely  to  the  management 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  January  9,  1855,  son  of  Henry 
and  Julia  (Jones)  Cruser,  and  grandson  of  Bela 
Jones,  a pioneer  of  Bridgewater  township,  whose 
name  is  perpetuated  in  Jones  Lake,  of  that  township. 

Henry  Cruser  was  born  near  Monmouth,  N.  J., 
in  1811.  There  in  his  youth  he  entered  a carding 
mill  and  thoroughly  acquired  the  trade.  Learning 
that  a carding  mill  was  in  operation  in  Susquehanna 
county,  he  traveled  there  and  found  employment 
in  the  mill  of  Bela  Jones,  located  in  Bridgewater 
township  at  the  outlet  of  Jones  Lake,  one  mile  east 
of  Montrose.  Bela  Jones  was  an  enterprising  pio- 
neer, who,  in  1810,  settled  'on  the  lake  which  now 
bears  his  name.  He  migrated  from  Colchester, 
New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  milling  work.  Perceiving  that  a carding 
mill  could  be  operated  successfully  in  his  new  home 
ne  decided  to  embark  in  the  enterprise  of  its  con- 
struction. The  necessary  machinery  had  to  be 
brought  from  Connecticut.  It  was  no  easy  task, 
but  Air.  Jones  secured  the  assistance  of  an  enter- 
prising man,  and  together  they  brought  the  machin- 
ery part  of  the  way  on  horseback  through  the 
woods  from  Connecticut,  a task  which  many  de- 
clared would  be  impossible.  \\  ith  Joseph  Backus 
as  assistant,  Mr.  Jones  completed  the  mill  at  the 
outlet  of  the  lake  m 1814.  Mr.  Jones  subsequently 
erected  a gristmill  and  a sawmill,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Susquehanna 
county.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  pos- 
sessing a fluent  speech  and  great  common  sense 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  preside  at  public  meet- 
ings. He  was  a teacher  in  the  Academy  in  181S- 
19,  was  town  clerk  in  i8t6,  took  the  census  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1820,  and  was  State  representa- 
tive in  1833  and  1835.  He  married  Polly,  sister  of 
Nathan  Brewster,  and  to  them  were  born  three 


children — Julia,  wife  of  Henry  Cruser;  Louise, 
wife  of  John  Chapman;  and  Betsy,  wife  of  Albert 
Way  of  Binghamton.  To  Henry  and  Julia  (Jones) 
Cruser  were  born  the  following  children:  Mare, 

now  Airs.  W all  of  Alontrose ; Pannie,  wife  of  R. 
Dean,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  Bela  JoneS,  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y. ; D.  LI.,  of  Towanda,  Penn.;  and  Will- 
iam C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  C.  Cruser  received  his  education  at  the 
Alontrose  Academy,  and  then  learned  the  printing 
business.  On  January  1,  1873.  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  he  became  foreman  of  the  office  of  the 
Alontrose  Democrat,  and  April  1 of  the  same  year 
purchased  a half-interest  in  the  paper  from  E.  B. 
Hawley,  its  publisher.  Six  years  later,  in  1879,  '1e 
sold  his  interest  to  Air.  Hawley  and  took  a trip 
to  the  W'est,  and  while  there  purchased  at  Kear- 
ney, Neb.,  a tract  of  land  as  an  investment.  Re- 
turning to  Alontrose,  lie  was  not  engaged  in  busi- 
ness till  Alarch,  1881,  when,  in  connection  with 
Daniel  Brewster,  he  purchased  the  Democrat  from 
Air.  Hawley,  whose  health  was  failing.  Air.  Brew- 
ster disposed  of  his  interest  in  1883  to  AI.  A.  Lyon, 
who  in  the  same  year  sold  to  Hon.  George  A.  Post, 
who  subsequently  (1889)  sold  it  to  Air.  Cruser, 
who  since  then  has  been  sole  proprietor  and  pub- 
lisher. When  Air.  Cruser  first  became  connected 
with  the  Democrat  its  circulation  was  1,100.  He 
canvassed  the  county  for  subscriptions  and  so 
pushed  the  paper  and  its  circulation  that  it  was 
afterward  raised  to  over  2,500.  He  writes  both  the 
editorial  and  local  departments  of  the  paper,  and 
also  has  some  reputation  as  a writer  of  verses.  He 
has  from  time  to  time  increased  his  property  in- 
vestments in  the  W'est  by  the  purchase  of  farm 
lands  in  Nebraska  and  Dakota,  some  of  them  being 
annually  in  crop.  Air.  Cruser  is  a member  of  the 
AI.  E.  Church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Heptasophs,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

In  October,  1876,  he  married  Augusta  Pettis, 
daughter  of  S.  A.  and  Elizabeth  L’ettis,  of  Alont- 
rosc,  and  to  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Julia  E.,  a graduate  of  the  Alont- 

rose high  school  and  a student  at  Wyoming  Semi- 
narv  (she  is  a gifted  elocutionist);  Ray  Dresser 
and  William  P.,  who  are  both  with  their  father  in 
the  Democrat  office;  Pauline;  Frances;  Helen  and 
Dorothy. 

In  189G  Air.  Cruser  received  the  unanimous 
support  of  Susquehanna.  W ayne  and  W yoming 
counties  for  the  Democratic  Congressional  nomina- 
tion in  this  (15th)  district,  but  the  political  situa- 
tion was  such  that  it  seemed  best  that  the  nomina- 
tion that  year  should  go  to  a Bradford  county  man, 
and  at  a conference  held  at  Tunkhannock  Air.  Cru- 
ser offered  to  stand  aside.  Lie  takes  oreat  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  Susquehanna  County 
Historical  Society,  the  organization  of  which  so- 
ciety was  first  suggested  by  him  through  his  news- 
paper. 

Air.  Cruser  has  a taste  for  “matters  agricul- 
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tural,”  and  for  the  rearing  of  fine  stock.  For 
many  years  he  had  in  mind  the  project  of  going 
West,  to  establish  a cattle  and  horse  ranch  on  lands 
he  owns  there,  but  his  varied  interests  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  including  his  newspaper,  were  such 
as  to  prevent  his  putting  this  plan  into  execution. 
In  lieu  of  it  he  purchased  a fine  farm  close  to  Mont- 
rose, where  he  raises  registered  horses,  registered 
cattle,  registered  Shropshire  sheep,  registered  An- 
gora goats,  etc. — the  place  being  known  as  the 
“Suburban  Stock  Farm."  He  is  a warm  supporter 
of  the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  of  enterprises  looking  toward  the  bettering  of 
the  agriculturists  of  his  locality,  such  as  the  canning 
factory,  etc.,  and  anything  that  promises  good  re- 
sults for  the  farmers  as  a class.  He  also  assisted 
materially,  through  his  paper  and  otherwise,  toward 
securing  the  L.  & M.  railroad  for  Montrose. 

IRA  W.  RYDER  (deceased)  was  a prominent 
merchant  and  postmaster  at  Union  Dale,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  De- 
cember 30,  1896,  when  he  was  sixtv-two  years  of 
age.  He  was  a native  of  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  a son  of  Peter  and  Mary  ( Ledyard  ) 
Ryder,  the  former  a native  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  the 
latter  of  Connecticut.  When  young  they  removed 
with  their  respective  parents  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  Peter  Ryder  followed  farming 
throughout  his  active  business  life.  He  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1879,  aged 
seventy-eight  years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Sher- 
wood cemetery,  Mt.  Pleasant.  Their  children  were 
Amanda  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Girden.  who  died  in  infancy ; Miranda  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Albert  Thorngs,  and  died  in  March,  1887;  and 
--  Ira  W.  and  Sarah  A.,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
now  the  widow  of  Elias  Westgate;  and  a resident  of 
Union  Dale. 

In  early  life  Ira  W.  Ryder,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  followed  farming  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wavne  county,  but  in  April,  1882,  he  removed  to 
Union  Dale  and  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
business,  which  he  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
Cleveland,  and  had  served  about  seven  years  in  that 
office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  a Democrat 
in  politics. 

On  October  6,  1877,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  countv,  Mr.  Ryder  married  Miss  Jennie  \ . 
Washburn,  a’  native  of  Ararat  township,  Susque- 
hanna countv,  and  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Ann  i Walker)  Washburn,  also  natives  of  that  town- 
ship. Both  died  in  Jackson  township, ‘Susquehanna 
count v.  the  father  in  September,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years;  the  mother  in  July,  of  the  same 
year,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  they  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Ararat,  Penn.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Laura,  deceased  wife  of  Morti- 
mer Davis;  Caroline,  wife  of  Albert  Westgate,  a 


farmer  of  Burnwood,  Penn.;  Dora,  wife  of  Frank 
Holland,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Nelson, 
who  died  in  Ararat ; Jennie  V.,  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Frank,  a resident  of  Burnwood.  The  fa- 
ther was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Laura 
Scobart,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : Chester, 
John.  Luman  and  Stephen,  all  now  deceased. 

With  Mrs.  Ryder  boards  Miss  Mina  R.  Nor- 
ton, an  accomplished  young  lady  who  is  preparing 
herself  for  the  teacher's  profession.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  until  1896,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  was  a student  in  the  Scranton 
High  School.  She  is  a daughter  of  Lyman  P.  and 
Ella  L.  (Cardner)  Norton,  who  were  married  in 
1871,  and  had  two  children,  the  elder  being  Lewis 
W.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co., 
at  Union  Dale,  and  also  boards  with  Mrs.  Ryder. 
The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  a daughter 
of  Stephen  Cardner,  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Uniondale 
cemetery.  The  father  has  been  connected  with  the 
Montrose  Democrat  for  the  past  eight  years.  He, 
also,  resides  at  Union  Dale. 

FRANCIS  FARNUM  HAYDEN.  Among 
the  successful  farmers  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  de- 
serving of  special  mention,  his  homestead  on  Elk 
Mountain  being  one  of  the  noted  farms  ih  the  State. 
The  place  comprises  100  acres  of  land  all  wrested 
from  the  wilderness  by  his  enterprise  and  energy, 
and  the  soil,  though  rough,  is  very  rich.  The  loca- 
tion is  beautiful,  and  the  view  is  charming,  as  this 
is  one  of  the  four  highest  farms  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Hayden  has  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. but  for  many  years,  he  carried  on  agricultural 
work  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  at  one  time  he 
owned  two  other  farms  in  the  township.  He  was 
born  April  5,  1828,  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  is  of 
good  New  England  stock,  his  grandfather,  Michael 
Havden,  having  been  a lifelong  resident  of  Massa- 
chusetts: he  was  employed  in  cotton  mills  as  super- 
intendent. 

Milton  Hayden,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
December  15.  1798,  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  settled 
in  Benton  township,  Lackawanna  Co..  Penn.,  in 
1818,  after  a few  years  returning  to  Roxbury. 
Later  he  again  made  his  home  in  Lackawanna 
countv,  and  in  1853  he  located  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  continued  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death,  on  February  7, 
1S62.  Pie  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  a leading 
member  of  the  Clifford  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
held  office  as  clerk.  On  September  14.  1818.  in 
Benton.  Penn..  Milton  Hayden  was  married  to  Miss 
Roxey  Farnum,  who  was  born  June  14.  1803.  and 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  June  14,  1877.  'ler 
remains  being  interred  at  Benton,  Penn.  Her  par- 
ents. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eliab  Farnum,  were  natives  of 
Orange  county.  N.  Y..  but  settled  in  an  early  day 
on  a farm  near  Benton,  this  State.  To  the  union  of 
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Milton  anil  Roxev  Hayden  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Abigail,  born  February  n,  1820,  married 

John  Smith,  and  died  May  23,  1868;  Charles  J., 
born  November  21,  1S21,  died  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  Alay  6,  1892;  Clarissa,  born  October  3,  1S24, 
died  November  11.  1825:  Alary  Ann,  born  August 
27,  1826,  died  in  Providence,  Penn.,  September  6, 
1872  (she  was  the  wife  of  John  Acker)  ; Francis 
Farnum  is  our  subject;  Harvey,  born  Alarch  29, 
1830,  died  January  29,  1870,  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.;  Alalinda,  born  June  11,  1835,  married  Reece 
Williams,  and  died  June  18,  1858,  in  Scranton, 
Penn. ; Alahala,  born  August  27,  1837,  married 
William  Dodd,  and  died  August  25,  1862,  in  Lenox- 
ville,  Penn. ; Stephen  A.,  born  Alay  28,  1838,  died 
in  Parsons,  Penn.,  September  29,  1874;  and  George 
AI.,  born  November  28,  1839,  died  Alay  10,  1895, 
in  Topeka,  Kans.  Five  of  the  sons  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  Charles  J.  and  Harvey  belonging  to  the 
same  company  as  Francis,  our  subject. 

On  attaining  his  majority  our  subject  left  home, 
and  for  twelve  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  teaming  or  furnishing 
props  and  other  supplies.  He  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Scott  township,  \\  ayne  county,  renting  a farm 
for  one  year,  and  on  April  5, 1857,  he  settled  upon  his 
present  farm.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he 
has  served  nine  years  as  school  director  and  six 
years  as  supervisor,  while  he  is  active  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Elkdale, 
in  which  he  had  been  a deacon  for  fourteen  years. 
His  patriotic  spirit  was  shown  by  his  enlistment, 
March  30,  1864,  "for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.”  As  a private  in  Company  G,  187th  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Carling,  he  left  Scranton  for  the  front, 
and  among  the  engagements  in  which  he  took  part 
were  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Petersburg, 
Weldon  Railroad  (where  he  received  a sunstroke), 
and  Cold  Harbor.  For  some  time  he  was  in  hos- 
pitals at  City  Point,  Alexandria,  Arlington  Heights, 
and  Washington,  in  January,  1865,  returning  to 
his  company,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year  he 
was  discharged  at  Harrisburg. 

On  April  18,  1849,  Air.  Hayden  was  married,  in 
Scott  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county, 
to  Aliss  Alary  J.  Ogden,  and  they  have  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Sarah,  born  Alarch  15-  1850,  mar- 
ried G.  Alvey  Corey,  a farmer  in  Herrick  township ; 
Charles  G.,  born  September  25,  1851,  died  October 
9,  1853;  Alartha  AL,  born  Alarch  8,  1854,  married 
Edward  J.  Thomas,  a street  railway  conductor  at 
Jermyn,  Penn.;  George  FI.,  born  August  14,  1856, 
is  mentioned  farther  on  ; Alice  A.,  born  January  28, 
1861,  married  John  Jones,  of  Horton.  N.  \ .;  Mag- 
gie AL,  born  September  15,  1863,  married  John 
Davis,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  John  G.,  born  June  4,  1866,  died  November 
7,  1885;  and  Alarion  A.,  born  September  27,  1874, 
died  December  27,  1877. 

Airs.  Hayden  was  born  February  1,  1830,  in 
Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county,  and  belongs  to 


a highly-respected  pioneer  family  of  that  section. 
William  Ogden,  her  paternal  grandfather,  removed 
with  his  wife  from  New  York  State  to  a farm  in 
Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county,  where 
their  last  years  were  spent.  John  Ogden,  Airs.  Hay- 
den's father,  was  born  in  New  York  State  June  15, 
1803,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Scott  town- 
ship for  many  years  previous  to  his  death,  on  No- 
vember 7,  1855.  His  wife,  Sarah  Engler,  who  was 
a devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  born 
Alarch  20,-1809,  daughter  of  Jacob  Engler,  of 
Pittston,  Penn.  She  died  September  8,  1898.  at  the 
old  home  in  Scott  township,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
ninety  years.  Of  the  children  born  to  this  worthy- 
couple,  Joseph,  born  January  21,  1828,  died  June 
24,  1864;  Alary  J.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Han- 
nah, born  January  10, 1832,  died  aged  fourteen  years  ; 
Elizabeth,  born  Alarclj  4,  1834,  married  Richard 
Short,  and  died  September  iS.  1879;  Phoebe,  born 
June  13,  1836,  married  Davis  Reeder,  and  died  in 
Tennessee;  Sarah  E.,  born  April  10,  1838,  married 
Alarcus  Sholl,  and  died  Alay  28,  1892;  John  W ., 
born  December  21,  1841,  died  November  S.  1855, 
in  Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county;  William 
C.,  born  August  18,  1844,  is  a farmer  in  Scott  town- 
ship: Charles  A.,  born  June  24,  1850,  died  in  Scott 
township,  September  23,  1873;  and  Alice  A.,  born 
September  11,  1853,  died  July  30,  i860. 

^ GEORGE  H.  HAYDEN,  of  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  although  he  has  never 
sought  public  office  he  takes  an  active  part  in  edu- 
cational and  other  movements,  and  holds  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  citizens  in  a marked  degree. 

Air.  Havden  was  born  August  14,  1856,  in 
Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county.  L ntil  he 
reached  the  age  of  twentv-four  he  assisted  his  fa- 
ther on  the  homestead,  and  for  three  years  taught 
school  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  farming  there  for  one  year 
on  his  own  account,  and  for  one  year  was  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Burnwood,  Susquehanna 
county,  returning  afterward  to  his  farm.  In  the 
following  year  he  went  to  Australia,  where  he  spent 
two  years,  being  interested  in  a process  for  enlarg- 
ing photos.  Fie  visited  Alelbourne,  Sydney.  Tas- 
mania and  other  points  of  interest,  and  on  his  return 
to  this  hemisphere  spent  six  months  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  Travel  had  ceased  to  have  any  attraction 
for  him  by  this  time,  and  he  settled  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  a tine  homestead  of  156  acres.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  independent,  and  the  only  office  that  he 
has  been  willing  to  accept  is  that  of  school  director, 
which  he  held  for  three  vears.  Lie  and  his  family- 
are  prominent  socially,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Gelatt.  He  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Jack- 
son.  and  four  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  at  Gelatt.  On  October  20,  18S0,  he  was 
married  in  Gibson  township  to  Aliss  Carrie  Howell, 
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and  they  have  had  five  children,  viz. : Jessie  B., 

F.  Reid,  H.  Ray,  Henry  G.  (deceased),  and  Paul  F. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Flowed  Hayden  is  a member  of  one 
of  the  prominent  families  of  Gibson  township,  and 
was  born  July  21,  1859,  at  the  present  homestead. 
Her  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a sea  captain, 
and  perished  in  a shipwreck.  Her  grandparents, 
Israel  and  Freelove  (Madison)  Howell,  were  born 
and  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  and  soon  after  their 
marriage  removed  to  New  York  State,  later  settling 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  making  their  perma- 
nent home  upon  a farm  in  Gibson  township.  Israel 
Howell  died  June  19,  1872,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Manzer  cemetery,  and  his 
wife  died  in  1840,  her  remains  being  at  rest  in  the 
Smiley  cemetery,  Gibson  township.  They  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Henry,  Mrs. 
Hayden’s  father;  Curtis,  a retired  farmer,  residing 
in  South  Gibson;  Silas,  a farmer  in  Gibson  town- 
ship; Elizabeth,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
George  Potter ; Vivian,  who  died  in  Gibson  town- 
ship; Harriet,  who  married  Charles  Fuller,  a farmer 
in  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; Rebecca,  deceased  wife 
of  Alfred  Hine ; David  and  Freelove,  who  died  in 
Gibson  township ; Betsy  Ann,  who  married  William 
Tarbox,  of  Deposit,  Wavne  county : and  Charles 
V.,  who  was  born  February  8,  1839,  in  a log  cabin 
on  the  farm  in  Gibson  township  which  he  now  owns 
and  operates. 

Henry  Howell,  father  of  Mrs.  Hayden,  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  X.  \ .,  and  came  to  the  present 
homestead  in  1855.  For  many  years  he  operated  a 
sawmill  and  gristmill  in  connection  with  his  farm, 
but  he  retired  from  active  business  some  time  be- 
fore his  death,  which  occurred  October  5,  1896,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Manzer  cemetery.  As  a man  of  sound  judgment 
and  high  moral  character  his  opinion  was  valued  in 
the  community,  and  he  was  frequently  called  upon 
to  take  important  township  offices.  He  married 
Miss  Mahala  J.  Pickering,  to  whose  efficient  aid 
and  wise  advice  he  owed  much  of  his  success.  Mrs. 
Mahala  J.  (Pickering)  Howell  is  a native  of  Gib- 
son township,  born  August  17,  1822,  daughter  of 
John  Pickering.  The  latter  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, but  became  an  early  settler  in  Gibson  township, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  many  years.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  January,  1857.  when  he  was 
sixty-six  years  old,  he  resided  at  Nicholson,  Penn., 
where  his  remains  were  interred.  Flis  wife,  Sally 
Denny,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  was  a native 
of  Bloomingburg,  X.  Y..  and  for  many  years  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
had  eleven  children,  viz.:  Mary  E.,  deceased,  who 
married  (first)  Henry  Felton  and  (second)  Adas 
Cord;  Solomon  W.,  a farmer  in  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; Mahala  J.,  Mrs.  Howell; 
Sally  A.,  deceased,  wlio  married  (first)  Albert  Pratt 
and  (second)  Henry  Lord;  Ephraim,  a farmer  at 
Nicholson,  Penn.;  Emulas,  a farmer  in  Lathrop 
township,  Susquehanna  county;  Keziah,  deceased, 


! who  married  (first)  Henry  Card  and  (second) 
Henrv  Ball ; Emeline,  who  became  the  wife  of 
j Richard  Brewer,  of  Wisconsin ; Gaylord,  a farmer 
| in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Olive, 
who  married  Philander  Brown,  of  Lathrop  town- 
ship ; and  Electa,  deceased,  who  married  Edwin 
Core)-. 

JOHN  R.  RAYXSFORD.  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  "Tarbell  House,”  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  a leading  business  man 
and  citizen  of  that  place,  was  born  in  Binghamton, 
X-  Y.,  September  13,  1847,  son  °f  Edward  and 
Charlotte  M.  (Drake)  Raynsford,  of  Owego,  New 
York. 

Joshua 'W.  Raynsford,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  conspicuous 
men  in  the  early  settlement  of  Bridgewater  and  Mont- 
rose. The  Ravnsford  family  was  one  of  prominence 
in  New  England,  whence  they  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. Joshua  W.  Ravnsford  was  born  in  1779,  in 
Windham  county,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Anna  (Waldo)  Raynsford.  In  1801,  he  migrated 
from  his  New  England  home  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  stopping  at  a clearing  in  Bridgewater 
township,  known  as  that  of  Amalo  Balch,  located 
| some  two  miles  south  of  Montrose.  He  erected  a 
I log  cabin,  into  which  he  moved  his  family  in  the 
I spring  of  1802,  but  a little  later  he  built  a more 
j pretentious  dwelling  near  by.  Not  long  after  the 
settlement  of  the  son  in  Bridgewater  the  father 
1 joined  him,  erecting  a frame  house  which  was  still 
| standing  some  years  ago,  and  in  it  was  organized, 
in  1810,  the  first  Congregational  Church  of  Bridge- 
! water,  now  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Montrose. 

! Mr.  Ravnsford  was  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace 
| about  18x2  and  held  the  office  in  Bridgewater  until 
1817,  when  he  moved  into  Montrose.  In  the  village 
he  first  built  the  house  in  recent  years  occupied  by 
F.  M.  Williams,  and  later  the  house  opposite  the 
Jerre  Lyons  home,  to  which  he  moved,  afterward 
adding  an  office.  His  mother  died  in  the  old  home, 
and  the  father  died  in  the  new  one  in  i832._  A man 
of  marked  characteristics,  the  influence  of  Joshua 
W.  Raynsford  could  not  fail  to  be  felt.  He  was 
active  in  the  social,  political,  educational  and  re- 
ligious interests  of  the  community.  His  father, 
mother  and  wife  were  all  constituent  members  of  the 
first  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgewater,  and  lie 
an  early  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Montrose,  being  chosen  one  of  the  elders  on  the 
adoption,  in  1823,  by  the  Congregational  Church 
of  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government.  He 
severed  his  connection  with  this  Church  and  in 
1829  he  and  his  wife,  with  their  eldest  daughter, 
were  confirmed  bv  Bishop  Onderdonk  as  constitu- 
ent members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
formation  of  which  he  was  the  chief  instrument, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  first  wardens  of  that 
Church.  .He  taught  the  first  school  kept  in  the 
present  limits  of  Bridgewater  township,  in  1S03-04, 
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and  was  a leading  spirit  in  establishing  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Academy.  He  was  very  systematic 
and  methodical  in  all  of  his  affairs,  and  kept  a diary, 
from  which  in  his  after  life  he  used  to  read  for  the 
pleasure  of  others  many  of  the  incidents  of  his 
pioneer  life.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a justice  of 
the  peace ; during  tnat  period  he  had  36,  680  suits 
before  him ; took  acknowledgements  of  one  thous- 
and deeds ; and  united  104  couples  in  marriage. 
He  was  a man  of  great  integrity  and  distinguished 
for  remarkable  practical  gifts. 

Mr.  Ravnsford  married  for  his  first  wife 
Hannah  Lathrop,  daughter  of  Walter  Lathrop;  she 
died  March  17,  1831,  aged  fifty-one  years,  and  he 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Treadwell,  from 
Connecticut,  who  died  October  7,  1854,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  Mr.  Ravnsford  died  November  12, 
1852,  aged  seventy-three  years.  The  children  born 
to  the  first  marriage  were:  Mary  A.,  who  married 
D.  D.  Warner,  of  Bridgewater  and  Montrose ; Ed- 
ward, father  of  our  subject;  Salome;  Frederick; 
Jones ; and  Hannah. 

Edward  Ravnsford  was  born  in  Montrose,  Penn. 
He  married  Charlotte  M.  Drake,  of  Owego,  X.  Y., 
where  he  located  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
there  resided.  He  passed  away  November  27, 
1881,  in  Sayre,  Penn.,  his  wife  September  26,  1898, 
in  Susquehanna,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Alice  married 
Marvin  Day,  of  Owego.  a speculator,  and  died  in 
1899.  (2)  John  R.  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (3) 

Delphine  married  Col.  Loren  Burritt,  a prominent 
officer  of  the  Civil  war,  who  was  several  times  in- 
jured in  the  service.  (4)  Edward  holds  a re- 
sponsible position  in  the  Erie  railroad  shops.  (5) 
-i-  Charlotte  married  Frederick  Farrington,  of  Owego, 
now  a government  official  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

John  R.  Ravnsford  was  reared  in  Owego,  N. 
Y.,  where  nis  father  was  engaged  in  business  and 
there  remained  until  coming  to  Montrose.  Penn., 
in  1863,  as  clerk  for  his  father's  cousin,  Azur  Lath- 
rop, by  whom  he  was  employed  until  1874.  When 
the  Montrose  & Tunkhanncck  branch  of  the  Le- 
high Valiev  railroad  was  built  to  South  Montrose 
he  was  appointed  station  agent,  and  shortly  after- 
ward was  elected  secretary  of  the  road.  He  was 
agent  for  a number  of  years,  engaged  also  in  the 
coal  business  until  1892.  and  sold  all  kinds  of  build- 
ing supplies.  In  connection  with  William  H.  hoop- 
er. a banker,  and  James  I.  Blakesly.  president  of  the 
Montrose  railroad,  he  erected  the  first  and  largest 
creamery  in  this  section,  which  they  successfully 
carried  on  for  several  years,  and  then  sold  to  the 
American  Dairy  Company,  which  was  establishing 
creameries  throughout  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Ravnsford  was  also  agent  for  the  Adams  Express 
Company,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad 
company  from  1S74  until  1892.  Since  1SS9.  how- 
ever. with  perhaps  very  little  exception,  he  has  been 
the  landlord  of  the  "Tarbell  House,''  long  a popular 
resort  for  families  who  spend  the  summer  months 


in  the  beautiful  picturesque  mountain  town  of  Mont- 
rose, as  well  as  for  the  commercial  traveler.  He  is 
a most  genial  and  accommodating  host — an  ideal 
landlord. 

In  1866,  at  Montrose,  Mr.  Ravnsford  was  unit- 
ed in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Frances  Tarbell,  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  Tarbell.  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  They  had  four  children,  namely:  Irene 
is  now  the  widow  of  Hugh  McCollum,  a resident 
of  Montrose;  Arthur  T.,  general  agent  for  the 
Union  - Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Maine,  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  married  Irma  Weeden,  and  has 
one  child,  John  R. ; Leonard  S.  is  with  the  Heckla 
Mining  Co.,  at  Calumet,  Mich.;  and  Robert  P.  at 
home.  For  many  years  Mr.  Ravnsford  was  recog- 
nized leader  in  the  Democratic  party  at  Montrose, 
and  during  President  Cleveland's  first  administration 
served  efficiently  as  postmaster  of  Montrose.  At 
one  time  he  was  candidate  for  prothonotary,  and 
though  defeated  received  the  largest  vote  on  the 
ticket.  He  has  served  as  councilman,  school  direc- 
tor, chief  of  tlife  fire  department,  and  secretary  of 
the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural  Society,  and 
his  official  duties  have  been  performed  with  a 
promptness  and  fidelity  worthy  of  all  commendation. 
He  and  his.  family  are  prominent  members  of  St. 
Paul's  Episcooal  Church,  of  which  he  has  been 
vestryman  for  the  past  twenty  years.  He  is  a thirty- 
second-degree  Mason,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  being  past  commander 
of  Great  Bend  Commandery  No.  27,  F.  & A.  M. 

CHARLES  F.  MEEKER.  Among  the  more 
prominent  farmers  of  Bridgewater  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
whose  name  stands  high  in  the  military  records  of 
the  Civil  war,  as  well  as  in  the  annals  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Meeker  was  born  in  Washington,  Litchfield 
Co..  Conn.,  in  February,  1840,  a son  of  Daniel  C. 
and  Harriet  D.  (Dinsmore)  Meeker,  he  a native  of 
that  State.  The  father  was  born  in  Litchfield  coun- 
ty July  8,  1807,  and  was  a son  of  Capt.  Elijah 
Meeker,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Daniel 
C.  Meeker  was  married  in  his  native  State,  in  1832. 
to  Harriet  D.  Dinsmore,  who  was  born  in  Rutland. 
Yt..  Mai  ch  31,  1807,  and  in  1846  they  removed  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  first  on  a farm 
J near  Montrose,  and  later  settling  in  that  city.  The 
father,  who  was  formerly  an  anti-slavery  man. 
j finally  became  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
| party.  He  died  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
I county,  in  June,  1878,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
I at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  Susquehanna,  in 
j September,  1879.  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
! dren.  two  son  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Sarah 
J.,  a resident  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y..  is  the  widow  of  Capt. 
George  L.  Stone,  who  enlisted  at  Montrose  in  1863, 
in  Companv  A.  141st  P.  Y.  I.,  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  died  at  New  Milford. 
Penn.,  in  1S69;  Marv  J.  in  1863  married  L.  B. 
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Isbell,  who  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  navy  during 
the  Rebellion,  was  rendered  deaf  by  his  service,  and 
died  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  1893;  Henry  C.  was  in  the 
one  hundred  days’  service,,  and  is  now  living  in 
Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and  Charles  F.  completes  the 
family. 

Our  subject  was  a child  when  the  family  moved 
overland  to  their  new  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  Bridgewater 
township.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  an 
iron-molder,  at  which  he  worked  in  the  Susque- 
hanna shops  for  several  years.  He  now  owns  and 
operates  a good  farm  of  forty-four  acres  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  pleasantly  located  one  mile  from 
Montrose,  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  made  his  home  in  Montrose  for  thirty  years,  and 
is  numbered  among  its  honored  and  highly-respect- 
ed citizens. 

At  Montrose,  in  April,  1861,  Air.  Meeker  joined 
Capt.  Warner's  company,  and  on  May  7,  1861, 
enlisted,  at  Xew  York  City,  in  Company  H,  25th 
X.  Y.  V.  I.,  for  two  years.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  on  State  Island, 
and  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Our  subject  participated  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Hanover  Court  House,  the  seven-days’  re- 
treat, and  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville.  Being  taken  ill  he  was  confined  in  the 
hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  on  Cranev  Island 
for  five  months,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Xew  York  City,  August  10,  1863,  returning  to  his 
home  in  Alontrose. 

Mr.  Meeker  was  married  in  that  city,  October 
13,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Carney,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Carney, 
who  was  a pioneer  of  Montrose  and  died  in  Bridge- 
water  township.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Georgia  F.,  deceased;  a son  who  died  in 
infancy:  Grace,  wife  of  H.  A.  Tingley,  of  Bath, 
X.  Y. ; Minnie,  deceased;  and  Charles  Henry,  who 
is  married,  and  resides  at  Tingley  Station,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Politically  Mr.  Meeker  is  a Re- 
publican, and  socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Moody  Post,  Xo.  537,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Susquehanna. 

SAMUEL  ALLEX.  deceased.  This  honored 
citizen  of  Honesdale  was  for  many  years  so  promin- 
ently identified  with  the  best  interests  of  this  section, 
that  the  following  memoir  willl  be  of  lasting  in- 
terest. While  Mr.  Allen  was  enterprising  and 
successful  as  a business  man,  his  claim  to  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens  was  based  chiefly  upon  his 
personal  worth.  Public-spirited  to  an  eminent  de- 
gree, honest  in  all  his  transactions,  kind-hearted  and 
liberal  to  the  poor,  he  went  to  his  g“rave  with  any 
minor  faults  covered  with  charity  as  by  a mantle, 
and  leaving  a large  circle  of  friends  in  all  classes  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  Xovember  2,  1818,  in 
Chelsea,  Yt.,  and  in  early  manhood  he  engaged  in 
various  enterprises  there,  being  connected  for  some 


time  with  a stage  line.  On  coming  to  Honesdale 
he  continued  the  same  business  and  later  he  built 
the  "Allen  House,’’  a well-known  hostelry,  which 
gained  an  extensive  patronage  under  the  able  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Allen  and  his  sons.  He  took  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  questions,  as  became  an 
American  citizen,  and  although  originally  a Demo- 
crat he  left  that  party  during  the  agitation  over  the 
settlement  of  Kansas.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  government,  and 
when  this  State  was  threatened  with  invasion  in  the 
fall  of  186*2,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  24th  Regi- 
ment of  State  Guards,  known  as  the  Relief  Rifles. 
He  was  elected  captain  and  proceeded  to  Harrisburg 
with  his  company,  with  which  he  served  during  the 
"emergency  period.”  In  Xovember,  1863,  he  was 
appointed  provost  marshal  for  Wayne  county,  and 
he  held  that  difficult  and  responsible  position  until 
relieved  at  his  own  request.  He  was  a valued 
worker  in  the  local  Republican  organization,  and 
in  1852  he  became  a candidate  for  the  State  Senate. 
This  was  the  only  time  his  name  appeared  upon  the 
1 general  ticket,  but  he  was  chosen  to  local  offices,  and 
; his  duties  in  these  positions  were  always  fulfilled 
with  fidelity  and  efficiency.  For  many  years  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  management  of  the  Wayne 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  he  was  popularly 
regarded  as  one  of  its  founders.  Socially  he  was 
much  liked  and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Honesdale,  which  showed 
the  respect  and  affection  inspired  by  his  life  and 
personality  in  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1875.  The  members  of  the  lodge  also 
took  charge  of  the  funeral  services,  the  ceremonies 
being  conducted  according  to  the  impressive  and 
touching  ritual  of  the  order. 

In  1843  Mr.  Allen  was  married  to  Miss  Betsey 
Barrett,  who  was  born  in  Vermont.  April  22,  1820. 
She  survives  him  and  resides  at  Honesdale.  Penn. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union:  M.  B..  who 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; \\  illiam  R.,  who 
married  Kate  P.  Sullivan,  and  died  some  years  ago 
leaving  two  children:  Charles  W.,  deceased;  and 
Lizzie,  who  died  in  infancy. 

M.  B.  Allen,  who  is  now  a leading  resident 
of  Honesdale,  was  born  in  Xew  Hampshire,  but  his 
educatioh  was  chiefly  acquired  in  the  schools  of 
Honesdale  and  of  Clinton,  X.  Y.  From  early  man- 
hood he  has  been  connected  with  the  management  of 
the  “Allen  House,"  being  in  partnership  with  his 
father  for  many  years,  and  since  the  death  of  the 
latter  he  has  taken  full  charge  of  the  establishment, 
j He  is  an  excellent  business  man.  his  sound  judgment 
j causing  him  to  be  frequently  called  upon  to  give 
{ advice  in  important  enterprises,  and  at  present  he 
is  a member  of  the  Electric  Light  Company  of 
[ Honesdale  and  the  Xational  Elevator  Company. 
I His  sympathies  are  always  on  the  side  of  public 
improvement,  and  he  is  generally  consulted  on  all 
J matters  of  local  interest,  while  he  is  also  an  active 
I and  influential  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
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AAROX  DETRICK.  The  peace  and  plenty 
which  should  accompany  agricultural  life  are  pleas- 
antly exemplified  in  the  attractive  homestead  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county.  Air.  Detrick  is  thorough- 
ly progressive  in  his  management  of  his  estate,  be- 
lieving that  money  spent  in  judicious  improvements 
is  well  invested,  and  the  results  of  his  policy  are 
most  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Detrick  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
family,  his  grandparents,  Elias  and  Effie  Ann  Det- 
rick, both  natives  of  Northampton  coupty,  settling 
soon  after  their  marriage,  in  Middle  Smithfield  1 
township,  Monroe  county,  upon  a tract  of  wild  land. 
This  Elias  Detrick  cleared  and  improved  for  a home- 
stead, and  his  death  occurred  there  in  1859.  His  ! 
estimable  wife  survived  him,  and  her  last  years  were 
spent  in  a new  home,  purchased  by  herself  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county.  They  had  the  following 
children:  John,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Erastus.  Jesse.  \\  ill- 
iam,  Elias,  Martin,  Catherine  (Mrs.  William  ; 
Drake),  Sallie  A.  (Mrs.  John  Chambers),  Betsy 
(wife  of  Levi  Huffman,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship). and  Marie  (who  married  Josiah  Betrone,  of  j 
Portland,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.). 

Joseph  Detrick,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Northampton  county  in  1809,  and  spent 
his  youth  chiefly  at  the  old  homestead  in  Middle  1 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county.  After  his  i 
marriage  he  bought  wild  land  in  the  same  town-  ' 
ship,  which  he  cleared.  He  built  a log  house  and 
made  other  improvements,  but  later  he  sold  the  \ 
farm  and  purchased  another  tract  of  land,  and  this 
he  also  sold  after  bringing  it  under  cultivation.  Levi 
Huffman  being  the  present  owner.  He  finally  bought 
an  improved  farm  near  Bushkill,  where  his  remain- 
ing years  were  passed,  his  death  occurring  in  July, 
1867.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Halderman,  died  in  1875.  Of  their  large  family 
of  children,  all  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township.  1 
the  following  lived  to  adult  age:  (1)  Sarah  A.,  born 
in  1836,  married  Rudolphus  Schoonover,  a farmer  - 
of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  died  in  1894, 
leaving  two  children.  Emma  and  Harry.  (2)  Aaron 
is  our  subject.  (3)  Elijah,  born  in  1840.  resides  in 
Monroe  county.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Lizzie 
Boutzman,  of  the  same  county,  who  died  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  leaving  no  family,  and  after- 
ward married  Miss  Annie  Stroth,  daughter  of  a 
Methodist  minister:  they  have  two  children.  Laura 
and  Lydia.  (4)  Catherine,  born  in  1842,  married 
Alfred  Miller,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  and  has  five 
children — Harry.  Chester.  Amzie,  Lorenzo  and 
Florence.  (5)  Alary,  born  in  1844,  married  Albert 
Marsh,  now  deceased,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  Mrs*  William  Tran- 
sue,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  (6)  Elner.  born  in  1846, 
married  James  Overfield,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  has  had  three  children — Frank  ( who  died 
when  six  years  old),  Stella  and  Laura.  (7)  Amzie, 
born  in  1848,  married  Miss  Jane  Bush,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  now  resides  on  a farm  joining  that  ' 


of  his  brother  Aaron.  (8)  Susan  and  (9)  Harriet 
are  deceased.  (10)  Albina,  born  in  1852,  married 
Henry  Van  Why,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Susie. 

Aaron  Detrick  was  born  February  24,  1838, 
j in  Monroe  county,  and  received  a common-school 
education  in  Middle  Smithfield  township.  In  1862 
he  married  Miss  Susan  Row,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Row,  of  Stroud  township,  and  settled  upon  a rent- 
ed farm  in  Price  township,  Monroe  county,  but  after 
three  years  removed  to  Pike  county,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  He  then  resided  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  two  years,  and  spent  three  years  in  Smithfield 
township.  In  1S73  he  purchased  his  father-in-law's 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided,  making  nu- 
merous improvements  of  a general  nature..  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  for  twenty- 
six  years  -lie  has  held  the  office  of  overseer  of  the 
poor,  being  still  in  that  position.  He  and  his  wife 
are  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Beakley- 
ville,  in  which  they  are  both  active  workers,  giv- 
ing liberally  to  all  its  varied  forms  of  religious  en- 
deavor, and  their  children  have  been  reared  in  that 
faith.  Of  their  seven  children,  four  are  living:  (x  ) 
Amanda  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (2)  Frank 
died  when  two  years  old.  (3)  Clara,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  was  a young  lady  whose  rare 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  endeared  her  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  as  well  as  to  the  little  home  circle. 
She  had  already  become  an  earnest  helper  in  Chris- 
tian work,  and  was  a devout  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  (4)  Bertha,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship in  1870,  married  George  Bentznxan,  a black- 
smith of  East  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Sherman,  born  in 
Stroud  township  in  1876,  and  (6)  Porter,  born  in 
Stroud  township  in  1878,  are  at  home.  (7)  Flora, 
j born  in  .1880,  the  pride  of  the  home,  is  attending 
school  in  Stroud  township,  and  shows  unusual  abil- 
ity as  a student. 

Mrs.  Detrick,  who  has  been  a worthy  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  in  1837  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  where  her  parents, 
Daniel  and  Magdelina  Row,  were  highly-esteemed 
citizens.  She  was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children, 
born  as  follows:  Catherine.  1839;  Maggie,  1830; 
Susan,  1837:  Jacob.  1835;  William,  1844;  Henry, 
1848:  and  Maria,  1846. 

J.  FRANK  IRWIN.  One  would  have  to  search 
far  and  wide  to  find  a more  thoroughly  appointed 
dairy  farm  than  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
an  enterprising  agriculturist  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship. Susquehanna  county.  It  is  attractively  located 
in  a picturesque  region,  but  the  land  is  not  especially 
hilly,  and  the  entire  tract  of  200  acres  is  admirably 
adapted  to  its  present  use. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  a native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  April  29,  1844.  Thomas 
Irwin,  his  grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  at  the 
village  of  Irwin,  X.  Y.,  but  came  to  Luzerne  county 
at  an  early  day.  and  he  and  his  wife,  Clarissa  Tuttle, 
died  there.  Soon  after'^Ifis  arrival  he  located  at 
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Kingston,  where  he  purchased  300  acres  of  land 
for  a horse,  gun  and  S100  in  cash.  The  land  was 
underlaid  with  coal,  but  as  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  locality,  and  had  no  idea  of  the  future  value  of 
the  site,  he  sold  out  and  bought  another  farm,  about 
nine  miles  away.  Later  he  disposed  of  that  place 
and  purchased  a home  in  Dallas,  Penn.,  but  his 
death  occurred  in  Wilkes  Barre.  He  was  a man  of 
influence  in  his  day,  serving  at  one  time  as  treasurer 
of  Luzerne  county,  and  for  many  years  he  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

Andrew  Irwin,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Luzerne  county,  and  was  married  there  to  Mary 
Frantz,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Weis)  Frantz, 
who  removed  to  that  section  from  Northhampton 
county.  For  some  years  after  his  marriage  Andrew 
Irwin  remained  in  Luzerne  county,  afterward  set- 
tling in  Crawford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  Oc- 
tober '28,  1897,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a farmer;  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  won  him  the  esteem  of  his  associates 
wherever  he  was  known.  His  estimable  wife  sur- 
vives him,  residing  in  Crawford  county.  They  had 
the  following  children : Clarissa,  who  married  Anth- 
ony Carr,  a farmer  in  Crawford  county ; Thomas, 
deceased ; George,  owner  of  a vineyard  at  Lawton, 
Mich.;  J.  Frank,  our  subject;  Miss  Phoebe,  who 
still  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Crawford  coun- 
ty ; Payne,  a manufacturer  of  sash  and  doors  at 
Pennside,  Penn. ; Amy,  wife  of  E.  C.  McKay,  a 
prosperous  merchant  of  Conneautville,  Penn.,  and 
at  present  postmaster  there ; and  Sarah,  a widow  re- 
siding at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he  went  to 
Wilkes  Barre  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  This  J 
he  followed  for  eight  years  with  marked  success, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  devoted  his 
attention  to  dairying.  As  a citizen  he  takes  an  in-  I 
terest  in  all  that  concerns  the  general  welfare,  and  1 
politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  | 
Pie  and  "his  family  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  and, 
while  he  is  not  a member,  he  contributes  liberally  to 
the  cause.  On  November  8,  1874,  he  was  married 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  j 
Philinda  Lathrop,  who  died  October  19,  1895,  aged  | 
forty-four  years.  One  daughter,  Miss  Edith,  i 
brightens  our  subject’s  home. 

Mrs.  Philinda  (Lathrop)  Irwin  was  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  Lathrop,  and  granddaughter  of  Spencer 
and  Clarissa  (Tucker)  Lathrop,  of  Connecticut,  who 
settled  in  Susquehanna  county  in  pioneer  times. 
Oliver  Lathrop  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Jdnuary  5,  1815,  and  early  in  life  began  reading 
medicine,  but  as  his  family  needed  his  help  he  gave 
up  his  cherished  plans.  P'or  some  years  he  taught 
school  successfully,  and  later  engaged  in  farming. 
In  i860  he  located  at  our  subject’s  present  home- 
stead, where  he  died  in  December,  1875.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  at  times  he  held  township  I 


offices,  his  ability  and  education  giving  him  promin- 
ence in  the  community.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  from  childhood,  and  his  wife, 
Amelia  Ladd,  also  united  with  that  Church  in  her 
youth.  Mrs.  Amelia  (Ladd)  Lathrop  was  born 
October  10,  1819,  at  Albany,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn., 
daughter  of  Charles  K.  and  Philinda  (Allen)  Ladd, 
of  Connecticut,  early  settlers  of  Bradford  county. 
She  died  in  December,  1892,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred beside  those  of  her  husband  in  a cemetery  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  They  had 
six  childrens  Spencer,  who  died  in  1892  at  Buffalo, 
X.  \ . ; Howard  and  Hanlon,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Wilbur  P\ ; Philinda,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Caro- 
line, who  married  James  L.  Wilcox,  of  Buffalo,  Xew 
York. 

L L\  SSES  GRANT  STE\  EXS.  an  intelligent 
and  progressive  young  farmer  and  dairvntan  of  Au- 
burn township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  passed  his 
entire  life  here,  having  been  born  "in  Auburn.  Sep- 
tember 15,  1866,  son  of  Alexander  and  Janet  Bell ) 
Stevens. 

Alexander  Stevens  was  born  May  22,  1822, 
in  Inverkeithing,  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  Stevens,  who  passed  all  their  lives  in 
the  land  of  the  heather.  They  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Nancy,  Alexander,  David,  Mary, 
Henry,  Richard  and  Margaret.  All  remained  in 
Scotland,  but  Alexander  and  Henrv,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1842,  making  their  home  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Alexander  Stevens  lived 
for  several  years  at  Carbondale,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried August  6,  1846,  to  Miss  Janet  Bell,  and  he  sub- 
sequently resided  at  Archbald.  Dunmore  and  Pitts- 
ton  before  settling,  in  1S61,  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  made  a permanent 
home.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  which  he  followed  at  Carbondale  and  after- 
ward at  Retta,  Auburn  township,  in  connection  with 
farming.  While  at  Pittston  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  He  became  quite  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  his  adopted  town,  taking  an  influential 
part  in  the  advancement  and  general  welfare  of  the 
community,  was  instrumental  in  having  the  post- 
office  established  at  Retta,  where  he  served  as  post- 
master for  thirteen  years,  and  in  many  other  wavs 
showed  his  interest  in  matters  of  public  importance. 
\\  hi le  a resident  of  Carbondale  he  was  an  active 
member  of  Cameron  Lodge  No.  58.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
the  F.  & A.  M„  and  after  his  removal  to  Retta  he 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Auburn  Center  Grange. 
Mr.  Stevens  lived  at  Retta  for  thirty-two  years  prior 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  December  16.  1893; 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery,  sincerely 
mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  neighbors  and  friends 
who  knew  and  honored  him  for  his  genuine  worth. 
He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a charitable.  Chris- 
tian man.  who  tried  to  do  his  duty  in  his  dailv  walk- 
through life,  lo  him  and  his  wife  were  born  ten 
children,  of  whom  John  is  a farmer  in  Auburn  town- 
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ship ; Robert  lives  with  his  mother  on  the  old  home 
place;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Emmett  Tewksbury, 
a feed  merchant  of  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; Alexander, 
Jr.,  is  a farmer  in  Auburn;  Jennie,  unmarried,  lives 
with  her  mother;  William  resides  in  Peckville,  Penn., 
where  he  holds  the  position  of  weighmaster ; Thom- 
as is  deceased;  Janet  married  Harvey  Bunnell,  a 
farmer  of  Meshoppen  township ; Ulysses  G.,  the 
subject  proper  of  these  lines,  and  Euphrasia  D.,  liv- 
ing with  her  mother,  are  twins. 

Mrs.  Janet  (Bell)  Stevens,  who  still  makes  her 
home  on  the  old  farm  at  Retta,  Auburn  township, 
was  born  October  n,  1824,  at  Dumfries,  Scotland, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Gillespie)  Bell,  who 
came  to  America  in  1836,  first  making  their  home  at 
Carbondale,  Penn.  \\  bile  residing  there  Mr.  Bell 
was  boss  of  a crew  of  men  on  the  railroad,  but  sub- 
sequently, on  his  removal  to  Peckville,  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  in  Peckville,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  his  wife  in  1S84,  at  the  age  of 
eightv-three,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  that  place.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Scotland  but  the  youngest,  viz. : 
Janet,  Airs.  Stevens : Thomas,  of  Peckville ; Mar- 
garet, Mrs.  John  Sheridan,  of  Olyphant,  Penn,  (she 
was  first  married  to  John  Thomas  ) ; William,  liv- 
ing retired  in  Peckville;  Agnes,  widow  of  Andrew 
Cunningham,  living  on  the  old  homestead;  Robert, 
who  died  at  Carbondale,  while  young ; and  Joseph, 
a resident  of  Peckville,  who  is  foreman  at  the  D.  & 
H.  works. 

Ulysses  G.  Stevens  received  a good  education 
in  the  public  schools  during  his  boyhood.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  which  he  has  taken  up  in  turn 
on  his  own  account,  and  under  his  thrifty  father  ac- 
quired habits  of  carefulness  and  good  management 
which  have  evidenced  themselves  in  his  career  as  a 
general  agriculturist,  for  though  yet  a young  man 
he  ranks  among  the  best  farmers  of  the  township. 
He  remained  on  the  paternal  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  purchased  a place  of  his  own  in  Au- 
burn, and  after  living  on  same  for  a year  he  traded 
with  his  brother  Alexander  for  another  tract  in  the 
township,  which  he  sold  after  three  years.  He  has 
since  resided  on  his  present  farm.  He  is  thoroughlv 
modern  in  all  his  methods,  and  well  deserves  the 
respect  which  is  universally  accorded  him  among 
his  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  section.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  steward  for  the  past  two  years,  and, 
fraternally,  unites  with  the  Auburn  Center  Lodge 
Xo.  905,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  political  opinion  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in  marriage,  at  his 
present  home,  on  August  22,  1888.  to  Miss  Yirgie 
Swisher,  and  they  have  had  five  children  : Cleon, 
Euphrasia,  Bertha  (deceased),  Glenn  and  Guv. 
Mrs.  Stevens  was  born  April  26.  1867,  at  Auburn 
Center,  only  child  of  Lewis  C.  and  Matilda  ( White) 
Swisher,  and  granddaughter  of  Gideon  L.  and  Anna 
(Smith)  Swisher,  who  came  from  their  home  in 
Xcw  Jersey  in  about  1850,.  settling  in  Auburn  town-  l 


ship.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Thomas  R.  and 
Margaret  (Low)  White,  also  came  hither  from 
Xew  Jersey,  in  1852;  they  were  farming  people. 
Pier  parents  were  married  in  Auburn  township, 
where  her  father  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  he 
also  carried  on  a mercantile  business  at  Auburn  Cen- 
ter and  acted  as  agent  for  a nursery  company.  Mrs, 
Matilda  Swisher  passed  away  August  16,  1878,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  She  was  a member  of  the  M. 
P.  Church.  Air.  Swisher  afterward  wedded  Ce- 
celia Davis,  by  whom  he  also  had  one  child.  Aland, 
.who  lives  in  Towanda,  Penn.  His  death  occurred 
December  9,  1881,  when  he  was  thirty-eight  years 
of  age. 

JAAIES  WELLS  LOWRY,  a leading  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Elkdale,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  in  the  agricult- 
ural implement  business,  and  is  also  serving  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  has  always  made  good  use  of 
his  opportunities,  has  prospered  from  year  to  year, 
has  conducted  all  business  matters  carefully  and  suc- 
cessfully, and  in  all  his  actions  displays  an  aptitude 
for  successful  management. 

Air.  Lowry  was  born  on  the  old  Lowry  home- 
stead, three-quarters  of  a mile  from  his  present 
home.  July  18,  1830,  a son  of  Holloway  and  Sophia 
(Wells)  Lowry,  the  former  a native  of  Sparta,  X. 
j J.,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  In 
connection  with  farming  the  father  conducted  a 
I cooper  shop  upon  his  farm,  being  a cooper  by  trade, 
j He  held  township  offices  at  different  times.  He  was 
born  in  1801,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
1874,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1807,  died  Xo- 
vember  28,  1868,  their  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in 
the  family  burying-ground  upon  the  farm.  They 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
most  estimable  people.  In  their  family  were  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Charles  LI.,  for  some  time  be- 

fore his  death,  on  December  8,  1899,  a retired  farmer 
of  Lackawanna  county,  wedded  Alary  Hubbard ; 
Alartha  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  AI.  Dimock, 
a Seventh-Day  Adventist  minister  of  Alinnesota ; 
James  W.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth : John,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawanna  county,  (first)  married  Alary 
Hunter,  and  (second)  Jane  Smith;  Amy  is  the 
widow  of  J.  F.  Ivinback.  who  prior  to  his  death  was 
alderman  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  for  many  years; 
Sarah  married  Elias  Lowry,  and  both  died  in  Clif- 
ford : Wright,  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county, 
married  Rebecca  Jenkins;  Clark.  United  Stares  mar- 
shal at  Scranton.  Penn.,  married  Alatilda  Hubbard, 
now  deceased:  Benjamin,  a traveling  salesman  of 
Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  (first)  married  Elizabeth  Pattdn, 

and  (second)  Kate  : Hezekiah  W.,  a farmer 

and  stock  dealer  of  Lackawanna  county,  married 
Rosaltha  Decker;  and  Samantha  (first)  married 
Thomas  Kelly,  and  (second)  Joseph  Heap,  of 
Carbondale. 

James  W.  Lowry  was  reared  upon  the  home 
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farm,  and  his  early  education  was  obtained 
in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  entered  Dundaff  Academy,  where  he  was 
a student  for  four  years,  and  then  attended  Madison 
Academy  for  a time.  In  1847  he  commenced  teach- 
ing school  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna 
county,  where  he  taught  two  winter  terms,  and  then 
went  to  Texas  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  passed  the  following  five  years,  engaged  as  prin- 
cipal of  a large  and  flourishing  school. 

On  April  30,  1854,  in  Greenfield  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  Mr.  Lowry  married  Miss  Alma 
Taylor,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children:  (1)  Wells  J.,  born  September  16, 
1855,  is  a physician  at  Carbondale.  He  (first) 
married  Celia  Fuller,  and  (second)  Flora  M.  Ham- 
mond, of  Harford,'  Penn.,  and  has  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  named,  Mabel,  Anna,  Mary  and  Alice. 
(2)Milton  W.,  born  March  10,  1858,  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  and  is  an  attorney 
at  Scranton.  He  married  Anna  Lowrv,  an  adopted 
daughter  of  Clark  Lowry,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Robert.  (3)  Samuel,  born  March  17,  1862,  is  a 
farmer,  and  the  present  supervisor  of  Clifford  town- 
ship. He  married  Della  Curtis,  of  Uniondale,  Penn., 
and  they  have  one  child,  James.  (4)  Eva,  born  De- 
cember 1,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  Wiliams, 
principal  of  the  high  school  of  Mount  Carmel,  Penn., 
and  thev  have  one  child,  Alma.  (5)  George,  born 
in  August,  1867,  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a 
half  years.  (6)  Susie  A.,  born  February  1,  1870, 
is  at  home.  She  graduated  from  Keystone  Aca- 
demy. 

Mrs.  Lowry  was  born  in  Greenfield  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  November  17,  1830,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Worth)  Taylor,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  Xew  Hampsnire,  respectivelv. 
They  were  married  in  Greenfield  township,  Lack- 
wanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  greater  part  of  their 
lives  where  spent,  though  they  lived  for  a number 
of  years  in  Providence,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  November  28, 
1797,  and  died  Februarv  26,  1888,  and  the  mother 
was  born  Februarv  21.  1804,  and  died  Julv  25,  1864. 
Iloth  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Benton, 
Penn.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Clifford,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  I 
knew  them.  Their  children  were  Emilv,  deceased  | 
wife  of  Ephraim  Pickering:  Alma,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Simeon  Reeves;  l 
George,  who  married  Florence  Stevens,  and  lives  I 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Lackawanna  county,  where  I 
lie  is  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmitlung,  and 
serves  as  postmaster;  and  Martha,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Lowry’s  paternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Sarah  (Benedict)  Taylor,  were  born  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Connecticut,  and  were  married  in 
that  State.  At  an  early  day  the  grandfather  came  to 
Lackawanna  county,  I’enn.,  where  lie  took  up  a tract 
of  land,  and  after  making  a small  clearing  he  re- 
turned to  Connecticut  for  his  wife.  He  followed 
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fanning,  and  became  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  land, 
on  which  Providence,  Penn.,  is  now  located. 

After  his  marriage,  in  1854,  Mr.  Lowry  located 
permanently  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  erected  a sawmill,  engaging  in  its 
operation  for  eight  years.  On  selling  that  property 
he  purchased  his  present  fann,  and  has  since  en- 
gaged largely  in  the  raising  of  stock  and  in  the 
sale  of  agricultural  implements,  in  connection  with 
farming.  He  has  always  maintained  his  interest 
in  educational  affairs,  has  most  efficiently  served 
twenty-five  years  as  a member  of  the  school  board, 
and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  advisory  board 
- of  the  Normal  School  at  Montrose.  A few  years 
after  the  Civil  war  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  an  office  he  has  since  continued  to  hold,  his 
service  in  same  now  covering  a period  of  nearly 
thirty  years.  He  has  held  many  other  township 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  has  ever  discharged 
both  public  and  private  duties  in  a commendable  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  and  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Elkdale,  of  which  he  is  now  a trustee 
and  deacon,  and  in  which  he  has  served  as  clerk  for 
twenty  years,  and  deacon  for  ten  years.  In  1863, 
during  Lee's  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  he  served 
as  an  emergency  man,  and  he  helped  to  raise  one 
hundred  men  who  reported  for  duty. 

HENRY  J.  STEPHENS.  There  is  probablv 
no  man  in  Bridgewater,  Susquehanna  county,  better 
known  or  more  highly  respected  than  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  was 
identified  with  its  educational  interests  as  a suc- 
cessful teacher  for  some  years,  and  is  to-dav  one 
of  its  leading  agriculturists.  He  was  born  in  Stand- 
ing Stone  township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1839,  and  was  a boy  of  ten  years  when 
brought  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was 
reared.  He  received  an  excellent  education  for 
his  day  and,  being  thus  well  qualified  to  engage  in 
teaching,  he  entered  upon  that  profession  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years. 

His  father,  Harvey  S.  Stephens,  was  born  in 
Cooperstown.  N.  Y„  in  1803,  a son  of  Josiah  and 
Mary  Stephens,  the  former  a native  of  Coopers- 
town, X.  Y.  On  reaching  manhood  Plarvev  Steph- 
ens married  Miss  Phoebe  Holley,  a native  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Flart  Holley,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the 
county.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Francis  H..  who  died  in  infanev.  and  Elean- 
or A.  Corwin,  now  deceased:  Mrs.  Marietta  Foot, 
a resident  of  New  Milford,  Penn.;  F.  H..  a promi- 
nent citizen  and  ex-mayor  of  Binghamton.  X.  Y„ 
also  deceased:  Henry  J..  our  subject:  Harriet  Mes- 
senger. deceased  ; and  Wilmot,  of  Binghamton.  X. 
Y-  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Bv  occupuation  he 
was  a carpenter  and  farmer,  in  politics  was  a stal- 
wart Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Uni- 
versalist. 
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In  1866  our  subject  located  upon  a portion  of 
his  present  farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  has  ' 
since  given  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  owns  130  acres  of  good  land, 
and  in  connection  with  general  farming  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  dairying.  As  a business  man  he 
is  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and 
wins  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  On  September  1,  1864,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Victoria  A.  Beebe,  a 
daughter  of  V . L.  and  Susan  ( Bush ) Beebe,  promi- 
nent old  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county.  She  was  ! 
reared  and  educated  there  and  has  proved  to  her 
husband  a true  helpmeet.  They  have  three  children  : 
William  B.,  Susan  E.  and  Jennie  H.,  all  success- 
ful and  popular  teachers  of  Susquehanna  county. 
Mr.  Stephens  is  a recognized  leader  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  his  township,  and  has  ever 
taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  poli- 
tics. He  has  filled  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  public,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld  from  1 
an  object  calculated  to  advance  the  religious,  tern-  \ 
perance  or  educational  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work. 

JOHX  J.  PRICE  (deceased)  was  a leading 
farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  his  memory  is  still 
held  in  reverence  and  honor.  A native  of  Monroe 
county,  he  was  born  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  in 
1806,  and  was  a son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Smi- 
ley) Price,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of 
Price  township,  Monroe  county,  and  the  son  of 
a Air.  Price,  of  Gardenville,  Bucks  Co.,  Penn.  After 
hiis  marriage  Joseph  Price  settled  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  a number  of  years  and  where  his  first  1 
wife  died,  being  laid  to  rest  at  that  place.  Subse-  j 
quently  he  married  a Aliss  Transue  and  moved  to 
Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred.  The  two  sons  born  : 
to  the  last  marriage,  Richard  and  Evans,  are  still 
residents  of  that  State.  Eight  children  were  born 
of  the  first  union,  namely:  Ichabod.  who  followed 
lumbering  and  farming  near  Alountain  Home.  ! 
Penn.,  and  died  there  leaving  a family:  Eliza,  wife  ! 
of  a Mr.  Burkhardt,  of  Monroe  county:  Matilda, 
wife  of  Alichael  Staat,  of  Plainfield.  X.  J. ; Annie, 
wife  of  John  Houser,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap; 
George,  who  married  and  moved  to  Indiana;  Su- 
san, who  married  a Mr.  Davis  and  moved  to  Ohio; 
and  Joseph,  who  died  when  a young  man. 

John  J.  Price,  who  completes  the  family,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  earlv  manhood 
married  Miss  Lucy  Brundage,  of  Orange  countv, 
R.  Y.,  a daughter  of  William  and  Elsie  Brundage, 
representatives  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  that  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Price  lived  for  a few  years  on  Rrodhead  Creek, 
where  he  followed  lumbering,  and  for  a number  of  1 


years  was  engaged  in  the  same  pursuits  near  Can- 
adensis, where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land,  in 
1838  he  purchased  250  acres  in  Paradise  township, 
which  he  cleared  and  transformed  into  the  fine 
farm  which  is  still  the  homestead  of  the  family.  He 
erected  thereon  good,  substantial  buildings  and 
made  many  other  useful  improvements,  so  that  it 
is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  locality.  Be- 
sides the  family  residence  he  also  erected  a house 
for  one  of  his  sons  on  this  property.  Throughout 
life  he  took  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  from  its  organization.  He 
died  in  1877,  and  his  memory  is  a sacred  inheri- 
tance to  his  children  and  is  cherished  by  his  many 
friends.  Throughout  his  career  of  continued  and 
far-reaching  usefulness,  his  duties  were  performed 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  during  a long  life  his  per- 
sonal honor  and  integrity  were  without  blemish. 
His  estimable  wife  survived  him  several  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1886.  She  was  a worthy  Christian 
woman,  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
early  life,  but  later  became  connected  with  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  ten 
children:  (1)  Mary  A.,  born  in  Shawnee,  Alonroe 
county,  received  a common-school  education  arid 
first  married  Charles  Kemmerer.  They  moved  to 
Lehighton.  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  a boiler.  He  left  a young  wife 
and  two  children  who  reached  years  of  maturity ; 
Anna,  now  the  wife  of  \Y.  \Y.  Watson,  a leading 
and  prominent  lawyer  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and 
Alahlon,  who  married  Annie  AI.  Leisenring,  of 
Alauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  where  he  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  coal  and  other  business,  being  one  of  the 
millionaires  of  that  place.  For  her  second  husband 
Alary  A.  married  Walter  Leisenring,  of  Lehigh 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  five  children : 
Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Righter,  of 
Alauch  Chunk;  Ada,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Xeal.  of 
Boston,  Alass.,  now  residing  in  Upper  Lehigh, 
Penn. ; Albert,  who  married  Lillian  Jessup,  of  Scran- 
ton. a daughter  of  Judge  Jessup:  Walter,  a resident 
of  Luzerne  county;  and  Alav.  wife  of  Dr.  Gaily,  of 
Alaryland.  (2)  Elizabeth  Price  married  George 
Staples,  of  Cherry  Valley,  Penn.,  and  they  located 
in  Scranton,  where  she  died  leaving  two  daughters: 
Heien,  who  married  Eugene  Chilson.  of  Illinois, 
where  she  died  leaving  one  son — Eugene:  and  Liz- 
zie, wife  of  William  Fenner,  of  Alarsliallsville,  111., 
by  whom  she  has  had  children : Virginia,  George. 
Alary  Ann.  (3)  George  and  (4)  Hannah  Trice 
were  twins  and  the  latter  died  when  a young  ladv. 
George  married  Afargaret  Sebring,  of  Pocono  town- 
ship. Alonroe  county,  and  located  on  his  father's 
lumber  tract,  where  he  followed  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  there  in  1895. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Alountain  Home  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Plis  children  were  Gilbert,  who  mar- 
ried Sally  Sebring  and  located  in  Carbon  county : 
Annie;  Adda,  wife  of  H.  Young,  of  Philadelphia; 
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and  Lawrence  and  Xettie,  both  at  home.  (5)  Lewis 
Price  married  Ellen  Posten,  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Syracuse, 
Neb.  They  have  no  children.  (6)  Emily  Price  was 
the  wife  of  Chaunccv  Rice,  of  Wellsville,  X.  Y., 
where  she  died  soon  after  her  marriage,  leaving  no 
children.  (7)  Frank  Price  served  one  year  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  176th  P.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  when  a young  man  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Paradise  township.  (8)  Lucy  Price,  born  at  Price- 
burg,  received  a good  public  school  education  and 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years. 
She  is  a worthy  Christian  lady,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  (9)  William  E.  Price 
wedded  Elizabeth  Van  Doren,  of  Xew  Jersey,  and 
they  lived  at  his  father’s  home,  where  she  died  after 
a short  married  life  of  three  years,  leaving  one  son, 
Harry,  who  is  still  on  the  old  homestead.  For  his 
second  wife  Air.  Price  married  Hannah  Bowman, 
of  Swiftwater,  Monroe  county,  and  he  died  in  1876, 
leaving  a wife  and  four  children:  Lizzie,  who  grad- 
uated from  a nurse's  training  school  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  is  now  engaged  in  practice  in  that  city : 
Russell,  who  is  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Monroe  county ; Gertrude,  at  home ; and  Alav,  also 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools.  (10)  Anna  M.  Price 
has  spent  her  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
after  her  father’s  death  became  superintendent  and 
general  manager  of  the  place.  She  is  a ladv  of 
culture  and  refinement  and  deserves  more  than 
passing  mention  in  a work  of  this  character.  She 
has  displayed  remarkable  business  and  executive 
ability  in  the  management  of  the  estate,  is  careful 
and  judicious  in  her  investments,  and  has  met  with 
well-merited  success.  She  has  been  greatly  assisted 
in  a financial  way  by  her  sister,  Airs.  Alarv  A. 
Liesenring,  one  of  the  wealthy  and  leading  societv 
ladies  of  Scranton,  who  is  noted  for  her  liberal 
gifts  to  the  poor  and  for  her  donations  to  all  char- 
itable enterprises  in  the  city  in  which  she  lives.  The 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  various  commu- 
nities in  which  its  members  reside,  and  all  are  held 
in  high  respect  and  esteem. 


GEORGE  FULLER  HOLAIES,  a prominenl 
agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  at  his  present  homestead  Februarc 
1839,  and  is  a representative  of  a leading  pioneei 
family  of  that  locality. 

Deacon  William  Holmes,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  September  1,  1772,  at  Xewburg 
X.  Y.,  and  was  married  April  13,  1789,  to  Alary 
Wyatt.  In  1810  he  came  to  Susquehanna  countv, 
Penn.,  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  at  LTnion 
Hill,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  a ship  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker 
by  trade,  being  regarded  as  an  expert  in  the  latter 
line  of  work.  As  a citizen  he  was  highlv  respected, 
and  for  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  January'  9,  1834, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  born  September  1,1772, 
died  December  1,  1849,  their  remains  being  interred 


I in  a cemetery  in  Gibson  township.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  : Deborah, born  April  5,1790; 
David,  our  subject’s  father;  Daniel,  born  December 
14,  1794,  died  Alarch  5,  1846;  Ann,  born  February 
20,  1797,  died  Alarch  11,  1S38;  Helen,  born  Alav 
j 14,  1799;  Eliza,  born  July  4,  1800,  died  February 
i 17,  1856;  Thomas,  born  January  18,  1804,  died  Xo- 
i vember  26,  1838;  William  G.,born  October  19,  1805; 
Alarv  A.,  born  Alarch  8,  1808,  died  Xovember  25, 
1859;  Sophia  T.,  born  Alarch  26,  1811,  died  in 
Alarch,  1857;  and  Sarah,  born  June  29,  1815. 

David  Holmes  was  born  at  Xewburg,  X.  Y., 
October  5,  1792,  and  died  at  the  home  now  occupied 
. by  our  subject,  February  23,  i860.  He  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  manufacture  of  potash,  and  be- 
j came  a substantial  citizen,  being  much  esteemed  for 
| his  upright  Christian  character.  During  the  war 
I of  1812  he  was  drafted  and  served  until  honorably 
| discharged,  at  Danville,  Penn.  On  October  29,  1824, 
| hewas  married  in  Gibson  township  to  Hannah  Fuller, 
j and  they  had  a large  family'  of  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest.  (1)  David  E.,  born  Julv 
6,  1825,  operates  a gristmill  at  South  Gilbson  : he 
was  formerly  postmaster  at  that  place.  ( 2 ) William 
W-,  born  Alarch  12,  1827,  is  a farmer  in  Jackson 
township.  Susquehanna  county.  (3)  Sarah  P.,  born 
January'  20,  1829,  married  Richard  Owens,  and  died 
December  24,  1898.  (4)  Jesse  L.,  born  April  20, 

1831,  is  an  extensive  farmer  at  South  Gibson.  (5) 
Charles  AL,  born  April  10,  1834,  was  a successful 
carpenter  and  builder  at  South  Gibson,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  enlistment  in  the  army  he  was  building 
a hotel  there.  He  died  Alav  11,  1863,  in  a hospital  a*t 
\\  indmill  Point,  \ a.,  and  his  remains  were  brought 
home  by  his  brother  Jesse.  (6)  Samuel  R„  born 
April  10,  1836,  is  a farmer  in  Gibson  township. 
Our  subject  s mother  yvas  born  Alarch  10,  1799,  at 
Attleboro,  Alass.,  and  died  Alarch  12,  1875.  Her 
father,  Jesse  Fuller,  of  Attleboro,  served  seven  vears 
in  the  Revolutionary  armv.  He  died  Januarv  16, 

1832,  aged  seventy-nine  vears.  and  his  wife.  Lvdia 
AL,  died  Xovember  2,  1830,  aged  seventv. 

In  early  manhood  George  F.  Holmes  took 
charge  of  the  homestead,  a fine  farm  of  ninetv-three 
acres,  and  he  has  since  been  engagd  in  general 
farming.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has 
served  as  supervisor  and  was  elected  in  1898  as 
school  director  for  the  term  of  three  vears.  In  re- 
ligion he  inclines  toward  the  Universalist  faith. 
On  Alarch  27,  1883,  he  was  married  at  Scranton. 
Penn.,  to  Aliss  Clara  AI.  Coil,  daughter  of  Henry 
Coil,  a well-known  resident  of  Gibson  township. 
Three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Daisy  A., 
born  September  23.  1884:  George  R.,  born  August 
14.  1887;  aiKl  Jesse  H.,  born  February  17,  1893. 

LE\\IS  \\.  TEXXAXT.  X”o  name  is  better 
known  in  Xew  Alilford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  than  the  patronymic  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  southern  part  of  the  township  has 
been  popularly  known  for  many  years  as  "Tennant 
Town,  on  acount  of  the  settlement  formed  there 
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earlv  in  the  century.  ' Oliver  Tennant,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  the  first  of  four  brothers 
who  settled  in  New  Milforld  township.  In  1809  he 
came  from  Fisher's  Island,  Long  Island  Sound,  and 
settled  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township.  His 
brothers,  William  and  Allen  Tennant,  and  his  half- 
brother,  Benjamin  Tennant,  came  a little  later  from 
Shelter  Island,  Suffolk  county,  N.  Y.  The  four 
brothers  married  four  sisters,  the  daughters  of  a 
Mr.  Braman.  Oliver  Tennant  remained  in  New 
Milford  township  through  life.  Of  his  ten  children 
three  of  the  daughters  married  three  brothers. 
Meribah  became  the  wife  of  Thurston  Lewis  of 
Harford ; Abigail  married  Deacon  Robinson  Lewis, 
and  Nancy  married  Libbenv  Lewis.  Of  the  sons  of 
Oliver  Tennant,  there  were  Oliver,  and  William 
W. — the  latter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  he 
was  born  on  Fisher's  Island  in  1804,  and  was  about 
five  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  New 
Milford  township.  He  was  reared  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  became  a farmer.  He  made  a clearing 
for  his  log  cabin  and  spent  years  of  his  life  in  felling 
the  forests.  He  married  Phoebe  Lewis,  the  daughter 
of  Robinson  and  Polly  (Havens)  Lewis,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Orange  W.,  who 
died  in  Harford  township  at  the  age  of  sixty  years ; 
George  W.,  postmaster  at  Shaw,  Lee  county,  111. ; 
John  W.,  a farmer  and  a former  school  teacher  of 
Hesper,  Iowa;  Lewis  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Alvin  E.,  a bank  clerk  at  Fort  Dodge,  la. ; William 
R.,  a carpenter  of  Lehigh,  la.,  and  Austin  D.,  a 
farmer  of  Hesper,  la.  William  W.,  the  father,  re- 
moved in  later  life  to  Hesper,  la.,  where  he  died  in 
a&ed  seventy-one  years.  His  wife,  Phoebe,  died 
at  the  same  place  in  1878,  aged  seventy-five  years. 
They-  were  devout  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Lewis  W.,  the  subject  of* this  sketch,  was  born 
in  New  Milford  township  February  9,  1838.  He 
remained  on  the  homestead  with  his  parents  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  Then  for  several  years 
he  worked  among  neighboring  farmers.  He  then 
married  and  purchased  a farm  in  New  Milford 
township.  His  farming  life  was  interrupted  in 
1864  by  his  enlistment  on  September  5,  of  that  year, 
at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  Company  E,  203rd  P.  V.  I., 
Capt.  L.  M.  McCune  of  Philadelphia.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  mustered  out 
at  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y„  hospital,  May  8,  1865. 
He  had  participated  in  the  Fort  Fisher  campaign  and 
had  engaged  in  various  skirmishes  when  he  was  sent 
to  the  Rowley,  N.  C.,  hospital  and  thence  to  Fort 
Schuyler  He  was  in  the  hospital  two  months,  a 
sutterer  trom  chronic  diarrhea. 

In  March,  1862,  Mr.  Tennant  was  married  in 
J\ew  Milford  township  to  Miss  Sarah* A.  Watson, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  January  23,  1842 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Tennant)  Watson 
and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Walter  and  Mary  (Corb- 
it)  \\  atson.  Dr.  \\  alter  Watson  was  born  near  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  and  was  a physician  by  profession, 


| but  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  afflicted  with 
blindness.  Pie  married  at  Cold  Spring,  N.  Y.,  and 
j there  died,  and  in  1831  his  widow  brought  her 
j family  to  Susquehanna  county.  John,  one  of  the 
I sons,  married  Mary  Tennant,  daughter  of  Allen 
| and  Polly  (Braman)  Tennant,  who,  in  1818,  migrat- 
| ed  from  Groton,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  New  Milford 
I township.  The  family  of  John  and  Mary  (Tennant) 

| Watson  were  as  follows : Mahala,  who  married 
Levi  Le  Roy,  a fanner  of  New  Milford  township; 
Adelia,  widow  of  Warren  Branard,  of  New  Milford 
: township;  and  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary, 

! who  married  Delvan  Le  Roy.  John  Watson  was  a 
prominent  farmer,  and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life 
operated  a sawmill.  He  and  his  wife  were  promin- 
ent members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
died  in  June,  1872,  aged  fifty-eight  years  and  nine 
j months;  his  wife  died  in  February,  1881,  aged 
sixty-seven  years. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  these 
children:  Lizzie,  wife  of  M.  M.  Moon,  of  New 
Milford  township;  Julia,  wife  of  Charles  Burling- 
ame. a farmer  of  New  Milford  township ; Louie, 
who  died  aged  eleven  years ; Bert,  a butcher  at 
Lestershire,  N.  Y. ; Candace,  wife  of  F.  A.  Hartley, 
a farmer  of  New  Milford  township,  and  Ray, 
Ralph  and  Mabel  B.,  at  home.  Mr.  Tennant  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  1885. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  filled  various 
local  offices,  for  two  years  he  was  constable,  for 
two  years  collector  -and  for  three  years  poor  com- 
missioner. Mrs.  Tennant  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Tennant  is  an  industrious  and 
progressive  farmer,  and  as  an  agriculturist  holds 
high  rank  in  the  community. 

JESSE  LANE  WILLIAMS.  On  the  line 
between  Jackson  and  Thompson  townships,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  a pleasantly  located  homestead, 
where  now  reside  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his 
family.  He  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  is  one  of  its  prosperous  and  leading  agricult- 
urists, born  in  Lanesboro,  July  15,  1836,  son  of 
Nathan  and  Sarah  (Lane)  Williams. 

Nathan  Williams  was  born  in  Connecticut  in 

1803,  ar)d  when  a boy  moved  with  his  parents. 

and  Percilla  Williams,  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. 
In  the  family  were  three  sons : A.  D.,  Israel  and 
Nathan.  A.  D.  settled  in  Otsego  countv,  where  he 
died  leaving  no  family.  Israel  migrated  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  where  his  descendants  now  live. 
Nathan  \\  illiams,  the  youngest,  was  a self-educated 
man,  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  accountants  and  bookkeep- 
ers of  his  day.  When  a young  man  he  migrated  to 
Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county,  and  there  married 
Miss  Sarah  Lane,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Sarah 
Lane.  Martin  Lane  was  one  of  the  early  and  promi- 
nent settlers  of  Harmony  township,  migrating  from 
Cannonsville,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1818  he  purchased  480 
acres  of  land,  including  the  mills  at  Lanesboro. 

1 hat  borough  was  originally  called  Lanesville,  in 
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his  honor.  Alartin  Lane  died  in  1825.  His  son, 
Jesse  Lane,  became  a very  wealthy  lumberman. 

After  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Lane,  Nathan 
Williams  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  some 
. years  at  Lanesboro.  In  1841  he  purchased  the 
farm  in  North  Jackson,  where  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Gelatt,  now  lives.  Here  he  erected  good  buildings 
and  made  substantial  improvements,  and  here  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  April  27,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  his  worthy  wife  surviving  him 
until  1893.  She  was  for  many  years  a consistent  and 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  North  Jackson.  Air.  Williams  was  reared  in  the 
Episcopal  faith.  In  politics  he  was  a Jeffersonian 
Democrat.  He  held  various  local  offices,  was  post- 
master of  Lanesboro  and  North  Jackson  for  many 
years,  and  was  unusually  well  informed  in  local  and 
State  affairs.  To  Nathan  and  Sarah  Williams  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Harriet  M. 
married  Horace  L.  French,  a contractor  and  builder 
of  Susquehanna,  and  died  leaving  four  children — 
Carrie,  wife  of  Charles  Curren,  of  Hallstead ; May, 
wife  of  E.  Gelatt,  of  Carbondale ; Clark,  of  Bing- 
hamton ; and  Jessie,  wife  of  William  Hedges,  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio.  (2)  Clinton  M.  was  for  several 
years  a school  teacher  in  Susquehanna  county, 
then  for  twenty-four  years,  until  his  death,  a prac- 
ticing dentist  at  Pittston.  (3)  Jesse  Lane  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Miranda  married  Hor- 
ace Bryant,  now  a leading  dentist  at  Boone,  Boone 
county,  Iowa,  and  has  two  children — Iva,wife  of  Ste- 
phen Goldthwaite,  of  Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  Har- 
ry, of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  (5)  Butler  F.  for  years  was 
a prominent  teacher  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is 
now  a traveling  salesman  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.  Pie  has 
one  son,  Charles  S.,  of  Mansfield.  (6)  Sarah,  for 
some  years  a teacher  of  Susquehanna  county,  mar- 
ried George  Gelatt,  of  Thompson,  and  resides  on 
the  old  Williams  homestead  in  Jackson  township; 
she  has  one  child,  Cora,  at  home.  (7)  Emily  J. 
married,  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Airs.  Brvant,  in 
Iowa,  Edward  Green,  a lawyer  of  Boone,  Iowa, 
where  she  died  leaving  two  children — Plallie,  now  a 
student  at  the  Ladies  Seminary,  in  Wisconsin ; and 
Martin,  of  Webster  City,  Iowa. 

Jesse  L.  Williams,  our  subject,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Jackson,  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-six  years  of  age.  In 
1862  he  began  an  experience  of  ten  years  as  a train 
man  on  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad,  first  as 
fireman  and  then  as  engineer.  He  married,  in  1863, 
Miss  Emma  L.  Bryant,  of  Thompson.  She  had  been 
a successful  school  teacher  of  Susquehanna  countv  i 
and  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Elias  AI.  and  Alaria  Bryant.  Her  father.  Elias  ' 
M.  Bryant,  was  the  second  child  born  in  Jackson 
township,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  1819,  and  was 
a son  of  David  and  Abigail  ( Hilliard ) Bryant.  | 
who  migrated  from  Connecticut.  David  Brvant 
came  into  the  woods  of  Jackson  township  in  the 
spring  of  1812.  and  became  one  of  its  first  settlers. 
He  erected  a log  cabin  and  cleared  up  a place.  He 


was  a great  hunter,  and  killed  many  deer.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Hilliard,  and  his  children  were  Cla- 
rissa, wife  of  Oliver  Clinton;  Elias  AI.,  father  of 
Airs.  Williams;  Elvira,  wife  of  Elon  Wilcox;  Jane, 
wife  of  William  Benson;  Alonzo;  Lazelle;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Arthur  Price;  and  Alarian,  wife  of  Delos 
Roberts. 

Elias  AI.  Bryant  married  Alaria  Wheaton,  and 
in  1843  went  into  the  woods  on  the  present  line 
of  Jackson  and  Thompson  townships,  clearing  up 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  a 
man  of  unusual  prominence  and  public  spirit.  Pos- 
sessing deep  religious  convictions,  he  was  a leader 
in  Church  work,  serving  on  the  committee  which 
erected  the  North  Jackson  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  April  17,  1899,  leaving  a wife 
and  five  children  of  their  family  of  seven,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Horace,  born  in  1839,  a dentist  of 

Boone,  Iowa,  married  Aliranda  Williams,  and  has 
two  children.  Iva  and  Harry.  (2)  David  D.,  born 
in  1842,  served  for  ten  months  in  the  Civil  war  as 
a member  of  a Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment ; 
he  married  Julia  Edwards,  of  Gibson,  and  moved 
to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  his  wife  died,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Plelen.  He  now  lives  at  Lake  City, 
Alinn.  (3)  Emma  L.,  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  12,  1843.  (4)  Helen,  born  in 

Alay,  1845,  's  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Aliller,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  enlisted  in  a Pennsylvania 
regiment.  They  now  live  at  Boone,  Iowa,  and  have 
two  children  living,  Cora  and  Fred.  (5)  Warren 
W.  died  in  childhood.  (6)  Abbie,  born  in  1S51. 
taught  school  in  her  younger  years,  married  Orval 
Griffis,  of  Jackson,  and  has  four  children,  Alice  (a 
successful  teacher  of  Susquehanna  county),  Eva, 
Ethel  and  Helen.  (7)  Katie  Lincoln,  born  in  1S59, 
died  in  1875. 

After  marriage  our  subject  and  wife  settled  at 
Port  Jervis,  whence  they  removed  to  North  Jack- 
son.  Abandoning  railroading  in  1868,  he  moved 
to  a farm  in  Jackson  township,  whence  they  moved 
in  1873  to  the  old  Bryant  homestead  at  Thompson, 
and'  there  he  has  since  resided,  except  for  three 
years,  when  he  resumed  railroading  on  the  Jeffer- 
son branch  of  the  Erie  railroad.  The  marriage  of 
Air.  and  Airs.  Williams  has  been  blessed  with  three 
daughters,  namely;  Louise,  who  was  born  in  1866, 
was  for  several  years  a successful  school  teacher  in 
Susquehanna  county,  until  her  marriage,  in  1890, 
to  Newton  Potter,  of  Harmony  township:  she  has 
one  daughter,  Rachel.  Nellie,  born  in  1869.  was 
weil  educated,  became  a teacher  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Hugh  Perry,  of 
Thompson.  Flora  Belle  married  Albert  Nelson 
French,  a farmer  of  Jackson,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. Alarguerite  E.  Our  subject  and  wife  have 
adopted  one  child,  George  B.  Williams,  now  a 
bright  student  in  the  Thompson  high  school. 

Politically  ATr.  Williams  is  a Prohibitionist, 
and  formerly  he  was  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Once  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
refused  to  serve.  While  a resident  of  Jackson  town- 
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ship  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Abraham  Lincoln,  serving  about 
six  years.  Mr.  Williams  is  interested  in  school 
work,  and  for  eight  years  served  the  town  as  school 
director,  a position  which  he  now  fills.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  has  been  a prominent  member  of 
Susquehanna  Lodge  Xo.  452,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
In  religious  affiliation  himself  and  family  are  lead- 
ing workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
For  forty  years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of 
that  Church,  and  for  a long  term  of  service  he  has 
filled  the  offices  of  steward  and  trustee,  now  offi- 
ciating in  the  latter  capacity. 

WILLIAM  D.  TOBIAS,  a leading  business 
man  of  South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the 
propretor  of  a gristmill  of  thirty-two-horse  power, 
built  by  Elisha  Williams  and  David  Hines  in  1839. 
In  1895  it  was  rebuilt  by  our  subject’s  father, 
and  in  1898  extensive  improvements  were  made  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  a large  and  constantly 
increasing  trade. 

Mr.  Tobias  was  born  June  27,  1865,  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  son  of  David  and 
Joannah  (Daniels)  Tobias,  of  Wales,  who  were 
married  in  that  township.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, William  and  Sarah  Tobias,  lived  and  died 
upon  a farm  in  Wales.  David  Tobias,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  came  to  America  in  184S,  settled  in  the 
Lackawanna  Valley  settlement  in  Clifford  town- 
ship in  1859,  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business 
in  Luzerne  county,  where  he  also  worked  for  a 
time  in  mines  and  later  returned  to  Clifford  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1867  he  removed  to  South 
Gibson  and  purchased  the  mill,  operating  same  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  7,  1897,  when  he 
was  aged  sixty-eight  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  had  been  president  of  the  South  Gibson  Cream- 
ery Co.,  for  six  years.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Republican  and  later  a Prohibitionist.  He  united 
with  the  Congregational  Church  in  1858,  his  wife 
having  joined  same  in  1840,  and  both  united  with 
M.  E.  Church  in  18S9.  Mr.  Tobias'  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Welsh  cemetery  in  Clifford  township: 
Our  subject's  mother  now  resides  at  South  Gibson, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Four  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple : Sarah  J.  and 
William  D.,  who  died  in  infancy;  William  D.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch:  and  John  B..  a physician  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  The  Daniels  family  is  also  of 
Welsh  origin,  our  subject's  grandparents,  Benjamin 
and  Jane  Daniels,  coming  from  Wales  in  1831,  and 
after  spending  six  years  in  the  Lackawanna  Valley 
settled  upon  a farm  in  the  Welsh  settlement  in 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Our  subject  was  only  two  years  old  when  the 
family  removed  to  South  Gibson,  and  he  began 
working  in  the  mill  as  soon  as  his  strength  permit- 
ted. He  resided  with  his  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  at  his  father's 
death  he  purchased  the  mill.  1 1 is  political  affiliations 


are  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  one. 
year  as  township  clerk  and  three  years  as  auditor. 
He  and  his  family  are  much  respected  socially,  and 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
On  September  18,  1890,  he  was  married,  at  South 
Gibson,  to  Aliss  Bertha  Pickering,  and  they  have 
two  children : E.  Eloise  and  Myron  A. 

Mrs.  Bertha  (Pickering)  Tobias  was  born  in 
Gelatt,  Gibson  township,  November  2,  1871,  daugh- 
ter of  Alden  Pickering,  a native  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  his  wife  Ellen 
(Ehrgood),  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  William  and  Alary  (Tiffany). 
Pickering,  were  prominent  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Gibson  township.  Her  father  located  at 
South  Gibson  in  1883  and  operated  a hotel  for 
eight  years,  but  he  died  in  Herrick  township,  Jan- 
uary 22,  1899,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  while 
engaged  in  farming.  For  fifteen  years  he  operated 
a gristmill  at  Gelatt.  He  and  his  wife  were  devout 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church;  she  died  in  1879, 
aged  thirty-three,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  Manzer  cemetery.  They  had  two  children : 
George,  a druggist  in  Oregon ; and  Bertha,  wife  of 
our  subject.  The  father  married  for  his  second 
wife  Aliss  Eloise  Van  Barrager.  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.,  daughter  of  Jerry  Van  Barrager, 
a shoemaker,  and  his  wife  Alary  (Sterns),  who 
were  early  settlers  in  Susquehanna  county. 

CHARLES  JL  DSON  GELATT,  a successful 
agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a member  of  a well  known  family,  rep- 
resented elsewhere. 

Air.  Gelatt  was  born  April  16.  1862.  at  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  son  of  Silas  C.  Gelatt,  and  grand- 
son of  George  and  Susan  (Williams)  Gelatt  His 
father,  who  was  born  at  the  homestead,  November 
1,  1839,  now  resides  in  Susquehanna,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  installment  agent,  but  until 
1882  he  resided  at  the  homestead,  following  farming' 
as  an  occupation.  While  there  he  took  an  active  part 
in  local  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Republican  party, 
serving  as  school  director  and  supervisor.  He  mar- 
died  Aliss  Sarah  Ann  Stone,  who  was  born  in  1842. 
m Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Elson  and  Elvina  (Slocum)  Stone,  for  many 
years  residents  of  Ararat  township,  same  county. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren: William  is  a farmer  near  Gelatt;  and  .Mattie 

Id.  married  James  Hogan,  a railway  fireman,  resid- 
ing in  Susquehanna. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  gained  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  agriculture  under  his  father’s 
direction,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  place,  where  he  has  remained  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  a furniture  fac- 
tory at  Gelatt,  in  the  employ  of  his  father-in-law. 
He  is  a stanch  Republican,  is  interested  in  all  the 
progressive  monvements  of  his  locality,  and  for  three 
tears  passed  has  served  as  school  director.  He  and 
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his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Union  Church, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  483,  at  Jackson.  On  January  15,  1881,  he  was 
married,  in  Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Etta  Eymer, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union,  viz. : Nel- 
lie May,  born  October  19,  1882;  Lena  Dell,  born 
June  27,  1887;  Mildred  Esther,  born  December  15, 
1895  (died  February  9,  1898)  ; and  Tracy  Collin, 
born  December  26,  1898. 

Mrs.  Gelatt  is  a native  of  Gibson  township,  born 
June  28,  1863,  and  belongs  to  a prominent  family  of 
that  locality.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Peter  and 
Elsie  Eymer,  natives  of  New  York  State,  settled  in 
Gibson  township  in  1867.  William  Day  Eymer, 
father  of  Mrs.  Gelatt,  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
but  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  early  manhood,  locat- 
ing first  in  Carbondale  and  later  in  Gelatt.  He  was 
the  first  undertaker  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and 
made  the  first  coffin  at  Gelatt.  For  many  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  and 
his  shops,  which  were  run  by  water  power,  were 
twice  burned  to  the  ground.  While  he  never  as- 
pired to  political  honors  he  was  a firm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Jackson,  holding  office  for  some  years.  He  died 
January  17,  1885,  aged  sixty  years,  and  was  buried 
in  Jackson  cemetery.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Dart, 
who  was  born  in  1827,  and  now  resides  in  jackson 
township.  Her  father,  Samuel  Dart,  died  in  New 
York  State,  and  her  mother  (now  also  deceased) 
afterward  removed  to  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  William  and  Alary  Eymer  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  Harriet,  born 

January  13,  1845,  married  Tipp  Bennett,  and  died 
in  Kansas;  Alary  Ann,  born  Alarch  1,  1847,  mar- 
ried Stanley  Barrett,  of  Jackson ; Loretta,  born 
February  10,  1849,  married  the  late  Rev.  Austin 
Sterns,  a Baptist  minister,  and  she  now  resides  in 
Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; Abby  married  Joseph  Bosket, 
a farmer  in  Gibson  township:  William  is  deceased; 
Emma,  born  Alarch  20,  1860,-  married  Augustus 
Rice,  and  died  February  18,  1899:  Susan,  born 

February  27,  1851,  died  April  4,  1854:  Etta  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Evaline  married  Joel 
Barnes,  a farmer  near  Gibson. 

CALVIN  W.  DEAKIN.  As  an  enterprising 
and  wide-awake  business  man  of  Susquehanna,  and 
one  who,  through  his  own  efforts,  has  established 
himself  among  the  prominent  and  successful  men 
of  the  place,  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  the  follow- 
ing biography  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch.  He  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Deakin  Brothers,  who  are  engaged -in  the  meat  and 
stock  business  in  Susquehanna,  and  are  also  inter- 
ested in  fanning  and  dairying. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  our  subject 
was  born  July  14,  1856,  on  Snake  creek,  in  Liberty 
township,  in  a log  cabin,  a part  of  which  is  still 
standing.  His  father,  John  H.  Deakin,  was  born 


in  England,  June  20,  1817,  and  during  childhood  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents.  The  grand- 
father. Thomas  Deakin,  was  engaged  in  the  fur 
business  and  was  quite  wealthy,  but  as  he  died  when 
John  H.  was  quite  young,  the  latter  was  bound  out. 
After  coming  to  America  he  made  his  home  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
as  a farmer  and  butcher.  He  filled  the  offices  of  con- 
stable and  tax  collector  in  his  township,  and  held 
membership  in  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  widow  also  belongs.  He  married  Aliss 
Emaline  Sanford,  who  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1822,  daughter  of  Dr.  San- 
ford, a native  of  Massachusetts,  who  at  an  early 
day  came  by  ox-team  to  Susquehanna  county,  locat- 
ing in  Liberty  township.  Air.  Deakin  died  Decem- 
ber 23.  1894,  and  was  buried  in  Franklin  township; 
his  wife  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter  in 
Liberty  township.  The  children  of  the  family  were 
Jane,  wife  of  Eugene  Stanford,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Liberty  township;  Henry  T.,  a farmer  of  Franklin 
township ; William  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
with  our  subject,  and  resides  in  Oakland  township; 
Calvin  W.,  subject  of  this  review;  Benjamin,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Cornelia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years. 

The  first  five  years  of  his  life  Calvin  W.  Deakin 
passed  in  his  native  township,  and  then  removed 
with  the  family  to  Franklin  township.  In  1870  he 
became  a resident  of  Great  Bend  township,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  then  went  to  East  Saginaw,  Alich.,  where  he 
worked  in  a sawmill  during  the  summer  months, 
and  in  the  lumber  woods  during  the  winter  season, 
for  six  years.  While  there  he  was  married,  in  No- 
vember, 1883,  to  Aliss  Eva  Brown,  of  Bay  City, 
Alich.,  a native  of  Jamestown,  X.  Y.  Her  parents, 
George  and  Alary  (Shonyon)  Brown,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Bay  City,  Alich..  where  they  still  reside. 
Her  father  and  paternal  grandfather  were  both  sol- 
diers in  the  Civil  war,  are  still  living,  and  now 
draw  pensions  from  the  government.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  were  born  six  children:  C.  Ray, 

Guy  (who  died  in  infancy),  Alay,  Rena,  George 
and  Alaudie. 

Returning  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years,  Air.  Deakin  purchased  a farm 
in  Great  Bend  township,  which  he  operated  as  a 
dairy  farm  for  two  ■'•ears,  and  then  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna in  order  that  he  might  better  engage  in 
his  present  business,  having  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother  a few  months  after  his  return  home. 
Progressive,  energetic  and  reliable,  they  have  gained 
the  public  confidence,  and  have  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a large  and  profitable  business,  so  that  they 
now  rank  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
town.  Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Aten  of  Susquehanna,  and  he  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Prohibition  party. 
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HORACE  S.  STODDARD.  The  mention  of 
the  heroes  of  our  Civil  war  will  always  arouse  the 
attention  of  a true  American,  and  the  history  of  this 
well-known  resident  of  Lakeside,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, who  participated  in  forty-three  battles,  will  be 
read  with  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Mr.  Stoddard  was  born  August  29,  1835,  at 
Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  comes  of  good  New  England 
stock  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Isaac 
and  Phcebe  Stoddard,  our  subject's  grandparents, 
resided  upon  a farm  at  Brattleboro.  Jacob  Stod- 
dard, his  father,  was  born  and  reared  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  married  Miss  Eliza  Harris,  also  a 
native  of  Brattleboro,  whose  parents,  Howard  and 

Plarris,  were  lifelong  residents  of  Vermont. 

Her  father  was  a farmer  and  merchant  by  occupa- 
tion. In  the  spring  of  1839  our  subject’s  parents 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  in  New 
Milford  township,  but  later  they  went  to  Canada, 
where  the  father  died  in  1868,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  his  remains  being  buried  there.  For  many 
years  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  while 
residing  in  Susquehanna  county  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a drover.  He  was  active  in 
local  affairs,  holding  township  offices  at  times,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  mother  died  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter.  Airs.  Butterfield,  in  1865,  aged  sixty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Gibson  cemetery.  They 
had  the  following  children : Heleann,  deceased ; 

Eliza,  deceased;  Sarah,  widow  of  Alford  Stoddart; 
Jacob,  deceased;  Susan,  deceased,  who  married 
James  Sherman;  Horace  S.,  our  subject;  John,  a 
farmer  in  Jackson  township;  Hartley,  deceased; 
Henry,  a farmer  in  Jackson  township;  and  Atae,  a 
farmer  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  dur- 
ing his  minority,  and  on  leaving  home  was  employed 
for  about  six  months  by  a neighboring  farmer.  He 
then  bought  his  present  homestead,  where  he  re- 
sided until  the  spring  of  1892.  As  advancing  years 
made  the  management  of  the  place  a burden,  he  ar- 
ranged to  have  the  work  attended  to  by  others,  and 
retired  to  the  village  of  Lakeside.  Politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  although 
he  has  never  cared  for  official  honors  he  served  one 
and  a half  years. as  supervisor  of  his  township  and 
then  resigned.  For  eleven  years  he  has  been  a dea- 
con in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Lakeside,  and  lie  and 
his  family  hold  an  enviable  place  in  social  life.  His 
military  service  began  with  his  enlistment,  August 
27,  i8b2,  in  Company  B,  17th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, under  Capt.  Donahue.  He  was  mustered  in 
at  Harrisburg  on  September  15,  1862,  and  after  a 
short  stay  at  Camp  Curtin  was  sent  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  Six  months  later  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  driver  of  an  ambulance,  and  this  work  he  con- 
tinued about  two  years,  being  finallv  discharged, 
on  June  19,  1865,  at  Todd's  Mill. 

In  February,  1857,  our  subject  was  married, 


I in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
i Mary  Harris,  a native  of  Franklin  township,  who 
\ died  February  9,  1895,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  her 
remains  being  buried  in  Jackson  township.  On 
I February  ix,  1896,  Mr.  Stoddard  was  married,  at 
j New  Milford,  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Jennie  (Flarris) 

| \ ail.  He  has  seven  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
I riage:  Flattie  married  Henry  Barnard,  of  New 

I Milford  township;  Miss  Thedia  is  at  home;  Carrie 
j married  Stanley  Page,  of  New  Milford  township; 
Vina  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Woodard;  Eliza  married 
Frank  Zimmer;  Ola  married  Arthur  Shay  (the  last 
three  reside  in  Lestershire,  X.  Y.,  their  husbands 
being  connected  with  a shoe  factory  there)  ; Walter 
died  in  1881.  The  Harris  family  is  of  Vermont 
stock ; Mrs.  Stoddard's  parents,  Isaac  and  Rachel 
(Baker)  Harris,  both  natives  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  were  married  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  they  settled  at  an  early  date. 
The  father,  who  was  engaged  in  agricultural  work 
for  many  years,  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
July  20,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  had 
fix  children,  namely:  William,  who  died  in  1885; 

Mary,  our  subject’s  first  wife;  Emily,  wife  of  Ste- 
phen Hall,  a farmer  near  St.  Paul,  Minn. ; John, 
probably  deceased;  Jennie,  the  second  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Eliza,  who  died  in  childhood.  Mrs. 
Jennie  Stoddard,  who  was  born  in  New  Milford 
township  Mav  1,  1845,  was  married  in  1865  to 
Horace  A 'ail,  a carpenter  by  trade,  who  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  son  of  Venona  Vail.  She 
has  two  sons  by  her  first  marriage;  Ernest  W..  a 
machinist  at  Lestershire,  X.  Y.,  who  married  Miss 
Abby  Cockran ; and  Herbert  A.,  a farmer  in  Pot- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania. 

PAUL  R.  BARRAGER  has  not  only  proved 
one  of  the  most  valuable  and  useful  citizens  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  days  of  peace,  but  was  one  of  the 
brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  dark  days 
of  the  Civil  war,  serving  with  distinction  as  a com- 
missioned officer  in  the  famous  “Bucktail"  regiment, 
which  was  noted  for  its  bravery  and  daring.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  most  honored  agriculturists  of  Great 
Bend  township,  where  he  has  efficientlv  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  vears. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  countv,  Mr.  Barrager 
was  born  July  16,  1841,  in  Gibson  township,  a son 
of  Henry  S.  Barrager.  who  was  born  in  Wavne 
county.  Penn.,  in  1803.  His  parents.  John  and  Ann 
(Await)  Barrager.  were  of  German  descent,  coming 
to  this  countrv  during  the  time  of  the  Revolutionarv 
war.  and  Henry  Await,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
sire.  was  one  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  in  the  British 
service  in  that  struggle.  After  his  marriage  John 
Barrager  settled  in  Wayne  county.  Penn.,  purchas- 
ing several  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  he  was  at 
one  time  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the 
Delaware  river.  He  and  his  wife  had  a familv  of 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely: 

I lenry  S. ; George,  a farmer  living  near  Lake  Como, 
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W'avne  Co.,  Penn.,  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
j'ainilv;  John,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  while  serving  as  color-bearer  of  his 
regiment,  during  the  Civil  war;  German,  who  died 
when  a young  man ; William,  who  died  in  middle 
age,  on  his  father's  farm,  leaving  a wife  and  two 
daughters ; Polly  Mrs.  Daniel  Rose;  Betsey,  wife  of 
William  Starbard,  of  Pike  county,  by  whom  she  had 
several  children,  one  son,  Frank,  being  on  the 
police  force  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Susan,  wife  of 
William  Gardner,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
and  the  mother  of  more  than  one  Union  soldier 
during  the  Rebellion  ; Esther ; and  Lovisa,  wife  of 
Job  Greene,  a farmer  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  leaving  a large  family.  The  father 
of  these  lacked  only  a few  months  of  being  a 
centenarian  at  his  death ; the  mother,  who  was 
younger,  survived  him  a number  of  years,  and  they 
rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  near  their  old  home. 

Henry  S.  Barrager,  our  subject's  father,  assist- 
ed his  father  in  his  farming  and  lumber  operations 
for  some  years.  In  1829  he  married  Miss  Sophia 
Pickering,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
hanna countv,  and  a daughter  of  Phineas  Pickering, 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1793.  a direct 
descendant  of  the  Revolutionary  Pickerings,  and  in 
an  early  day  came  to  Xew  Milford,  Penn.,  later  mov- 
ing to  Jackson  township,  where  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm,  remaining  there  until  his  death.  In 
1848  X I r . Barrager  settled  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  purchased  a farm,  erect- 
ing thereon  a fine  residence  and  making  many  other 
improvements.  Selling  that  place  in  1863,  he  moved 
to  LYiiondale,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  bought 
a home  and  lived  retired  until  his  death,  in  1892. 
His  worthy  and  estimable  wife  died  in  1889,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years,  six  months.  Politically 
Mr.  Barrager  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Know-Xoth- 
ing,  and  finally  a Republican,  and  he  always  took  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs  in  his  county,  where  he 
filled  the  office  of  constable  for  many  years.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  active  and  prominent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  ten  chil- 
dren. all  born  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  were  as  follows:  ( 1 ) Almon  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  and  learned  the  trades  of 
harness  maker  and  carriage  trimmer  in  his  vouth. 
He  lived  for  some  time  in  Dundaft.  Susquehanna 
countv,  later  conducted  a hotel  in  Oil  Citv,  Penn., 
and  in  1807  moved  to  Toledo.  Ohio,  where  he  studied 
medicine,  being  now  engaged  in  practice  as  a mag- 
netic healer.  He  married  Mary  A,  Denman,  a native 
of  England,  and  has  four  children.  (2)  Laura  A. 
(deceased)  married  Harvey  Wellmhn,  of  Pough- 
keepsie. X.  Y.,  who  was  a member  of  a Xew  York 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Union- 
dale,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  (3)  Elvira,  wife  of 
William  Denman,  of  Scranton,  has  five  children.  (4) 

I rbane  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  enlisting,  in  Company  1,  50th  P.  V.  1., 
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during  the  Civil  war.  In  1864  he  re-enlisted,  in 
the  same  company,  was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865, 
and  after  the  war  located  in  Uniondale,  where  he 
still  follows  his  trade,  of  harness  making.  In  1862, 
at.  Ararat,  he  married  Charlotta  Bloxham.  (5) 
Guyelma  married  Orlando  Darrow,  of  Uniondale, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Northern  army  in  February,  1864, 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Fie  died  in  Uniondale  in  1895,  leaving  a wife 
and  one  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Frink, 
burgess  of  Xew  Milford,  Penn.  (6)  Calder  died  in 
1843,  aged  two  years,  ten  months.  (7)  Paul  R.  is 
the  subject  proper  of  these  lines.  (8)  Georgieanna 
is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Alfred  Larrabee,  of  Uniondale, 
who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  (9)  Webs- 
ter W.  was  educated  at  Wyoming  Seminary  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  ministry,  and,  in  connection 
with  his  ministerial  work,  now  conducts  a music 
store  in  Baltimore,  Md.  He  married  Lillie  Burtell, 
of  W iikes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren. (10)  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hultslander, 
of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; he,  too,  was  a soldier. 

Paul  R.  Barrager  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
old  homestead,  and  his  early  education,  acquired  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  was  sup- 
plemented with  a course  in  the  academy  at  Canada 
Hill,  Gibson  township.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  harness  maker’s  trade  with  his  brother 
Almon,  and  he  continued  to  work  at  the  same  until 
August  11,  1862,  when  he  was  enrolled  among  the 
boys  in  blue  of  Company  B,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  which 
was  known  as  the  “Bucktail”  regiment,  and  was 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Dana,  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
and  Lieut. -Col.  George  E.  Ployt.  Mr.  Barrager 
was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at  Camp 
Luzerne,  as  a private ; was  made  fourth  sergeant 
in  September,  1862 ; first  sergeant  in  August.  1863 ; 
and  second  lieutenant  February  16,  1864.  He  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Bealton  Sta- 
tion, Broad  Run,  and  Gettysburg,  where  he  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner ; however,  he  was  pa- 
roled, and  rejoined  his  regiment  a month  later.  He 
participated  in  the  engagement  at  Platcher's  Run, 
and  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where  he  was 
very  seriously  wounded,  a ball  entering  the  right 
shoulder  and  coming  out  at  the  left,  a distance  of 
fourteen  inches.  From  the  battlefield  he  was  taken 
in  ar.  ambulance  to  Belle  Plaine.  thirty  miles  awav. 

J thence  being  transferred  to  the  officers'  hospital  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  later  to  the  officers'  hos- 
pital at  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  remained  until 
honorably  discharged,  on  account  of  disability,  in 
July,  1864. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna  countv, 
Mr.  Barrager  was  married  there,  in  18GS,  to  Miss 
j Mary  Conrad,  of  Gibson,  a daughter  of  George  and 
j Betsy  Conrad,  representatives  of  one  of  tiie  old 
! Huguenot  families  of  that  town.  Mrs.  Barrager  was 
born  in  1849,  hi  Gibson,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated.  ( )tir  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  chil- 
dren: Kenneth  W..  horn  in  Great  Bend  in  1875, 
pursued  his  studies  in  high  school  of  Ilallstcad  and 
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is  a well-educated  and  promising  voting  man ; and 
Aleeta  A.,  born  at  the  present  home  of  the  family 
in  Great  Bend  township,  in  1881,  is  being  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Hallstead  and  Great  Bend. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Barrager  purchased  a 
valuable  farm  of  370  acres  in  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, on  the  New  Milford  road,  near  Hallstead, 
and  after  locating  upon  this  property  erected  a fine 
modern  residence  and  good  outbuildings.  His  land 
is  all  underlaid  with  the  best  quality  of  blue  flag- 
stone, and  from  his  quarries  he  makes  large  ship- 
ments daily  over  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
On  the  property  there  is  also  a fourteen-foot  vein 
of  Venetian  red  paint  ore,  which  when  analyzed 
was  found  equal  to  any  imported  lead  paint,  and 
has  stood  the  acid  test. 

As  a Republican  Mr.  Barrager  has  ever  taken 
an  active  and  influential  part  in  local  politics,  and 
for  twenty  consecutive  years  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and,  although  not  a member,  has  always 
given  generously  to  the  Church  and  to  charitable 
objects.  Fraternally  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Simrell  Post  Xo.  233,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Great  Bend.  As  a 
citizen  he  has  always  been  found  true  and  faithful 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  so  that  his  loyalty  is 
above  question,  being  as  manifest  in  days  of  peace 
as  when  he  followed  the  old  flag  to  victory  on 
southern  battlefields,  and  as  a representative  man 
of  his  community  he  is  worthy  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

Besides  Mrs.  Barrager  George  and  Betsy  Con- 
rad had  the  following  children : Eli,  a farmer,  who 
died  in  1894,  married  Mary  Price,  and  they  had  five 
children;  Lucinda  married  John  D.  Pickering,  a 
farmer,  and  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  now  de- 
ceased, anil  they  had  four  children ; Fidelia  mar- 
ried Andrew  Corey,  a miller,  and  had  four  children 
(both  are  now  deceased)  ; Martin,  a farmer  and  ex- 
soldier, married  Marilla  Miller,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren (both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased)  ; 
George  W.,  a farmer  of  Lenox  township,  married 
Ellen  Chandler,  and  they  have  two  children  (he 
served  during  the  Civil  war.  was  captured,  and  was 
held  prisoner  for  thirteen  months)  ; Malinda  B. 
died  when  eighteen  years  of  age ; Freelove  married 
John  Guard,  and  the}-  had  three  children  (Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Guard  are  both  deceased)  : Henrv  F.,  a farmer 
of  South  Gibson,  married  Fanny  Williams,  and 
they  had  five  children : William  S.  died  in  1863, 
while  serving  in  the  Union  army. 

DANIEL  WRIGFITER,  an  old  and  honored 
citizen  of  1 hompson  township,  Susquehanna  countv, 
was  born  January  19,  1S16,  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  Wavne 
county,  a son  of  John  and  Annie  (Wayving) 
Wrighter. 

I he  father  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on 
his  emigration  to  America  located  in  Orange  coun- 


tv, X.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a black- 
smith. While  there  he  met  and  married  Mrs.  Annie 
(Wayving)  Smith,  a native  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
England,  whose  first  husband  died  in  New  York. 
During  the  war  of  1812  John  Wrighter  removed 
to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  some  years,  and  on  selling  his  property  there 
came  to  what  is  now  Thompson  township,  but  was 
then  a part  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  At  Wrighter 's  Lake  he  purchased  a tract 
of  wild  land,  which  he  transformed  into  a good 
farm.  In  those  early  days  the  lake  swarmed  with 
fishes,  and  wild  animals  of  various  kinds  roamed 
the  forest,  deer  and  wolves  being  very  numerous. 
In  a log  cabin,  which  he  erected  upon  his  farm,  Mr. 
V righter  and  his  family  lived  for  many  years,  but 
he  finally  sold  the  place  and  located  near  Bingham- 
ton. X.  Y.  As  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  he  had  traded 
his  farm,  failed  to  make  the  payments  upon  the 
same,  the  family  returned  to  Thompson,  and  the  fa- 
ther spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  upon  his  farm, 
which  he  greatly  improved  by  the  erection  of  good 
buildings.  He  was  a hard-working,  industrious 
man,  and  was  very  successful  in  business.  At  his 
own  home  he  established  the  first  postotfice  in 
Thompson,  and  was  one  of  the  contractors  and 
builders  of  the  Belmont  pike,  from  Belmont  to 
Lanesboro,  Penn.  Politically  he  was  a Jacksonian 
Democrat,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of 
local  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He  died  in  1846, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  his  wife  de- 
parted this  life  four  years  later. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  nine 
children,  all  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county, 
with  the  exception  of  the  youngest : ( 1 ) Cornelius, 

the  eldest,  married  Harriet  Simons,  and  after  living 
for  some  time  in  Ararat  removed  to  Thompson  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  his  last  days  on  a farm.  His 
children  were  Harley  A.,  wife  of  William  Nugent, 
of  Susquehanna ; Elmer,  a resident  of  Susquehanna ; 
.Olive,  wife  of  Luman  Sanford,  of  Thompson; 
Lvdia,  widow  of  George  Tallman,  of  Carbondale, 
Penn. : Frances,  wife  of  William  Tallman, of  Thomp- 
son ; Henrv,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and  Fred,  a farmer  of 
Thompson.  (2)  Julia  married  William  B.  Biga~ 
low,  0*  Thompson,  and  both  died  near  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn.,  leaving  a family.  (3)  Stephen  mar- 
ried Louisa  Brown,  of  New  York  State,  and  lived 
for  some  time  near  his  father's  old  home,  but  finally 
removed  to  Harmony  township,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing two  sons — John  O.,  who  married  Katie  Van 
Horn,  and  lives  on  a farm  in  Thompson ; and  Mar- 
vin ( a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  was  with  Sher- 
man on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea),  who  is  mar- 
ried and  now  resides  in  Kansas.  (4)  Catherine 
married  Abner  Flulce,  of  New  York  State,  and 
after  living  for  some  time  in  Deposit,  X.  Y.,  re- 
moved to  Skinner's  Eddy,  but  died  at  Thompson. 
Their  children  were  Augusta;  Emily,  wife  of  Man- 
ning Stebens,  of  Owego,  X.  Y. ; Ada;  Manless  and 
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George,  who  died  in  the  Civil  war ; and  Porter, 
who  died  young.  (5)  Charles  married  Alnteda 
Reid,  of  Harford,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Thompson, 
near  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  leaving  four 
children — Malliss,  who  is  still  living  on  the  home 
farm  ; Manley,  a resident  of  Thompson  ; Jenett,  wife 
of  Aldin  Hubbard,  of  Wayne  county,  and  Louis, 
also  on  the  old  homestead.  (6)  Betsy  married 
Alvin  Mudge,  and  lived  in  Thompson  until  her 
death.  Their  children  were  Alamanza,  who  died 
in  the  Civil  war ; and  Euphemia,  wife  of  Ambrose 
Lamb,  of  Thompson.  (7)  Daniel,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  next  in  the  family.  (8)  George 
married  Emaline  Shearer,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
still  resides  on  a farm  in  Thompson  township,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  They  have  one  son, 
Frank,  who  is  with  his  parents.  (9)  J.  Munford, 
the  first  white  male  child  born  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, married  Ada  Tucker,  of  the  same  place,  and 
there  they  still  reside.  They  had  two  children — 
Gail,  who  died  a few  years  ago  leaving  a wife  and 
one  son,  Clyde ; and  Fay,  a resident  of  Thompson. 

Amid  pioneer  scenes  Daniel  \\ Tighter  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties,  re- 
ceiving a very  limited  education,  as  he  was  only 
able  to  attend  school  for  three  months  in  winter. 
Early  in  life  he  became  an  expert  at  hunting  and 
fishing,  and  has  followed  those  pursuits,  more  or 
less,  throughout  life,  having  killed  a large  number 
of  deer  and  other  wild  animals.  In  1838  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Wealthy  Gelatt,  of 
Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1816,  and  on  the  paternal  side 
was  of  French  descent.  Her  parents,  Jonathan  and 
Rebecca  (Parmater)  Gelatt,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Air.  and  Mrs.  Wrighter  began  housekeep- 
ing near  the  village  of  Thompson,  upon  a partially 
improved  farm,  and  to  its  further  development  and 
cultivation  he  at  once  turned  nis  attention,  erecting 
thereon  a good  residence,  barns  and  other  out-build- 
ings. He  now  has  one  of  the  best-improved  places 
in  this  section,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrighter  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  in  1888,  and  she  passed  away  in  Decem- 
ber, 1891.  To  them  were  born  three  daughters, 
namely : ( 1 ) Emaline,  born  at  the  present  home 
of  the  family,  in  1839,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Thompson  township,  and  married  Emery 
Crosier,  of  Thompson,  who  died  on  his  farm  in 
Ararat  township,  in  1880,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Yernie.  She  married  Judson  Witter,  of  Thomp- 
son borough,  and  died  in  January,  1S98,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Flazel.  who  is  now  a.  student  in  the 
home  schools.  (2)  Mary  A.,  born  in  June,  1S42, 
was  well  educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  was 
married,  in  i860,  to  Ellis  Foster,  of  Ararat,  son  of 
George  Foster,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  a member  of  Company  C, 
1 2th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  during  his  three- 
years’  service  participated  in  twenty-four  battles. 


He  was  wounded  at  Antietam,  and  endured  all  the 
hardships  of  army  life.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Foster  engaged  in  business  as  a coal  dealer  in 
Thompson  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1891,  leav- 
ing a wife  and  one  daughter,  Capatola,  who  -died 
when  a young  lady,  in  March,  1894.  Mrs.  Foster 
still  resides  at  her  home  in  Thompson.  (3)  Del- 
phine,  born  in  December,  1845,  was  educated  in  the 
village  schools  of  Thompson,  and  in  1876  married 
Charles  Casterline,  of  Xew  Jersey,  also  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  has  charge  of  the  old 
Wrighter  homestead,  which  he  successfully  man- 
ages for  our  subject. 

Politically  Mr.  Wrighter  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  religiously  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  Protestant  Churches,  and  are 
worthy,  consistent  Christians,  highly  respected  by 
all  who  known  them. 

GARDNER  C.  HOWELL,  the  genial  and  pop- 
ular postmaster  at  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Vail  & Flow- 
ell.  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  New  Milford  Ad- 
vertiser. This  well  known  paper  has  a circulation 
of  1,800,  and  as  its  patrons  number  many  of  the 
best  citizens  of  the  locality,  its  influence  upon  the 
community  is  marked. 

Mr.  Howell  was  born  April  3,  i860,  in  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in  the  pa- 
ternal line  is  descended  from  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  Holland,  his  great-great-grandfather.  Cut- 
lip  Plowell,  having  been  a nobleman  of  that  country. 
His  great-grandparents,  John  and  Deborah  (Gar- 
rison) Howell,  passed  their  lives  in  Orange  county. 
New  York. 

John  Calvin.  Howell,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  1S22,  in  Crawford,  Orange  Co.,  X.  Y., 
where  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Frear,  a native  of 
the  same  county.  In  1857  they  removed  to  this 
section,  locating  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  in  1869  they  settled  in  New  Milford 
township.  The  father  at  present  resides  with  his 
son  in  New  Milford,  the  mother  having  passed  into 
the  eternal  sleep  at  her  home  in  Binghamton  January 
22,  1900.  They  had  a large  family,  but  the  first 
three  children  died  in  infancy : Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Wilh'am  T.  Worrall,  a railway  engineer  at  Bingham- 
ton. X.  Y. ; Ira  is  a tanner  at  New  Milford:  Gard- 
ner C.  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth:  Alma  is  the 
wife  of  Rice  Cleveland,  of  Binghamton.  New  York. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farming,  but  his 
spare  time  was  devoted  to  studying  in  preparation 
for  more  congenial  work.  Tie  nearly  completed 
the  course  in  the  New  Milford  Pligh  School,  and  in 
April,  1880,  entered  the  office  of  the  Advertiser, 
then  owned  by  Vail  & Brown.  He  has  ever  since 
been  connected  with  that  paper,  with  the  exception 
of  three  months  spent  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  work- 
ing on  a Greenback  paper,  the  Montrose  Messenger, 
and  nine  months  at  Bingnamton,  X.  Y.,  on  the 
Binghamton  Republican.  In  1886  he  purchased  the 
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Advertiser,  in  partnership  with  Janies  S.  Hayden, 
but  three  years  later  C.  S.  Vail,  one  of  the  former 
proprietors,  returned  from  the  West  and  repurchased 
Mr.  Hayden's  interest,  and  has  since  continued  the 
business  with  our  subject.  In  politics  Mr.  Howell 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  takes  a prominent  part 
in  local  affairs.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  post- 
master, since  1892  has  been  a school  director,  and 
for  six  years  served  as  an  auditor  of  the  borough. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and 
he  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  St. 
Mark's  Church. 

In  September,  1882,  Mr.  Howell  was  married, 
at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Vail,  and  they 
have  two  children : Beatrice  and  Reuben  V.  Mrs. 
Howell  is  a native  of  New  Milford,  and  a daughter 
of  the  late  Reuben  C.  Vail  and  his  wife,  Martha 
Ann  (Roberts),  who  in  1857  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  Vail 
family  has  been  well  knowm  from  Colonial  times. 

CHARLES  RISLEY,  a successful  agricultur- 
ist who  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  in  Jessup 
township,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Dimock  township, 
March  4,  1840.  His  parents,  Proctor  and  Sallv 
(Shelp)  Risley,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
ty, where  the  father  followed  farming  throughout 
life.  He  died  in  1869,  aged  sixty-two  years,  the 
mother  in  1874,  aged  sixty-seven,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  Bertholf  cemetery,  Jessup 
township.  The  children  born  to  them  were  James, 
a farmer  of  Lawsville,  Penn. ; Caroline,  deceased 
wife  of  Lorenzo  Stone ; Bernice,  deceased ; Elea- 
nora,  deceased  wife  of  Ezekiel  Oaks : Peter,  de- 
^ ceased ; Henry,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township ; 
Charles,  our  subject;  Andrew,  deceased;  and  Erne- 
line,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

During  his  minority  Charles  Risley  remained 
with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  attending  the  local  schools  when  his  services 
were  not  needed  at  home.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  working  for  neighboring  farmers, 
and  in  187S  purchased  his  present  farm  from  lion. 
J.  B.  McCollum,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
with  marked  success.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  for  the  past  nine 
years  he  has  most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled 
the  office  of  poormaster  in  his  township. 

On  January  18.  1883,  in  Dimock  township.  Mr. 
Risley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma 
Vanover,  and  five  children  bless  this  union:  Fred- 

erick A.,  Bessie,  Walter  V.,  Mark  PI. -and  Helen 
G.  Mrs.  Risley  was  born  in  Rush  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  January  28,  1860,  a daughter  of 
Abram  V and  Aner  (Muilison)  Vanover,  who  were 
natives  of  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  and  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  lat- 
ter county,  whence  they  came  to  Susquehanna  countv 
in  1859,  locating  in  Rush  township.  After  making 


their  home  there  for  about  twenty  years  they  re- 
moved to  Dimock- township,  where  the  father  died 
January  9.  1894,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Jersey  Hill,  Auburn  township.  The  moth- 
er now  resides  in  Rush  township,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  the  present  wife  of  John  M.  Plibbard.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanover  were  Emma, 
wife  of  our  subject ; Ella  A.,  wife  of  Elmer  Wandell, 
a farmer  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  (Eunice,  deceased 
wife  of  George  L.  Ming;  and  Cora,  formerly  a 
school  teacher  of  Rush  township,  now  the  wife  of 
L.  L.  Owen,  of  Lynn.  The  father  was  twice  mar- 
ried. his  first  wife  being  Esther  Crone,  who  died 
leaving  two  children:  Jacob  C.,  a carpenter  of 

Washington,'  N.  J. ; and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Lou:s 
Scaden,  of  New  Jersey.  The  mother,  now  Mrs. 
Hibbard,  is  a daughter  of  Reuben  and  Anna  (Car- 
ver) Muilison,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  died 
in  Luzerne  county.  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Muilison  had 
carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  and  lumberman. 
Mrs.  Risley’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Henry 
and  Hannah  (Chandler)  Vanover,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
thence  removed  to  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where 
both  died. 

ROBERT  J.  ELLIS,  a prominent  resident  of 
South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  was  identified 
for  many  years  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
that  locality,  but  is  now  living  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  born  May  7,  1833.  in  Brooklyn, 
X.  Y.,  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Edward)  Ellis, 
natives  of  Wales,  who  came  to  America  early  in  life, 
their  marriage  occurring  in  Brooklyn.  In  1825 
thev  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  in  Clif- 
ford township,  and  clearing  and  improving  a home- 
stead in  the  wilderness.  The  father,  who  followed 
farming  throughout  his  life,  died  in  1861,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  and  the  mother  died  in  1882  aged 
eighty-four.  They  were  devout  members  of  the 
Welsh  Congregational  Church,  and  their  remains 
now  rest  in  the  Welsh  cemetery  in  Clifford  town- 
ship. They  had  four  children:  Ellen,  widow  of 

Samuel  Owens,  resides  in  Clifford  township;  Fran- 
cis died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  vears ; Robert  J. 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; and  Jane  died  aged 
seven  years. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  our  subject 
remained  with  his  parents,  and  he  then  spent  three 
years  in  New  York  State,  working  among  farmers. 
Having  decided  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  for  three  years  with  Ab- 
! igner  Lewis,  of  South  Gibson,  and  after  working  a 
few  months  as  a journeyman  with  David  Maxon 
he  built  a shop  on  his  father's  farm,  and  carried  on 
the  business  for  fifteen  years.  Later  he  engaged  in 
farming,  first  in  Clifford  township,  and  later  at 
South  Gibson,  where  he  located  in  1872,  and  while 
in  active  business  he  gave  much  attention  to  dealing 
in  cattle  and  sheep,  sending  the  former  to  the  mar- 
' kets  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  latter  to  New  York 
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City.  At  one  time  lie  was  also  interested  in  buying 
wool  at  South  Gibson.  As  a good  citizen  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  being  one  of  the 
leading  advisers  in  the  local  Republican  organiza- 
tion, and  he  served  two  terms,  from  1875  to  1880, 
and  from  1890  to  1895,  as  justice  of  the  peace  at 
South  Gibson. 

In  January,  1855,  Mr.  Ellis  was  married  at 
South  Gibson  to  Miss  Mary  Bennett,  but  no  children 
have  blessed  the  union.  Airs.  Ellis,  who  is  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community  where  she  resides,  was 
born  April  1,  1837,  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  daughter  of  James  Bennett,  and 
granddaughter  of  Levi  and  Lydia  (Belcher)  Ben- 
nett, of  Gibson  township.  Her  father,  who  now  re- 
sides in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  January  26,  1811,  in  Susquehanna  county.  He 
married  Julia  Sweet,  a native  of  the  same  county, 
who  was  born  in  1809,  and  died  in  1891,  her  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  Alanzer  burying-ground, 
in  Gibson.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  both  parents  having  united  with  that  So- 
ciety many  years  ago.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Edwin,  who  died  in  Gibson  township,  in 

1870;  Levi,  a farmer  in  Gibson  township;  William, 
who  died  in  Gibson  township,  in  1863,  with  black 
fever;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  a farmer 
in  Gibson  township ; Sarah,  who  married  Isaac 
Morgan,  of  Uniondale,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Clif- 
ford, in  1897;  Alvira,  who  married  Alaurice  Davis, 
a blacksmith,  at  Uniondale,  Penn.;  Amanda  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Alerwin  Taft;  and  Almeda, 
wife  of  Dennis  Card,  of  Uniondale,  Pennsylvania. 

CLARIXGTOX  W.  CATERSOX,  AI.  D.  Not 
by  gift  or  purchase,  or  by  influence,  can  one  rise  in 
the  medical  profession,  but  solely  by  merit  must  he 
gain  his  reputation,  his  ability  winning  him  great- 
ness and  enabling  him  to  pass  on  the  highway  of 
life  many  who  perhaps  had  accomplished  a part  of 
the  journey  ere  he  started  out.  Although  Dr.  Cater- 
son  is  comparatively  a young  man,  he  has  already 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  among  his  profes- 
sional brethren,  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  prac- 
tice in  and  around  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna 
county. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  June  9,  1867,  and  is  a son  of 
John  AI.  and  Oliva  (Appleman)  Caterson,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  the  same  township,  born  February 
12,  1841,  the  latter  of  Buttzville,  Warren  Co.,  N. 
J.,  born  August  29,  1841.  They  are  now  honored 
and  highly-respected  citizens  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  the  father,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  farmers  of  his  commun- 
ity, having  often  been  called  upon  to  fill  local  offices 
of  trust.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Alethod- 
.st  Episcopal  Church.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Clarington  W.,  subject  of  this  review;  and 
Sally  Alay,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 


The  Doctor’s  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Anna  (Stevens)  Caterson,  the  former  a native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  childhood,  the  lat- 
ter born  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county.  His 
maternal  grandparents,  William  and  Rebecca  (Bid- 
dleman)  Appleman,  were  born  February  5,  1800, 
and  June  22,  1809,  respectively,  and  lived  at  Buttz- 
ville, X’.  J.  He  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  held  held  many  offices  of  trust. 

Dr.  Caterson  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  obtained  his  literary  education  in  the  local 
schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered  Jefferson 
Aledical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he  continued 
his  studies  from  1887  until  1891,  graduating  in  the 
latter  year. . After  looking  about  him  for  a suitable 
location  he  decided  on  Franklin  Forks,  and  opened 
an  office  at  that  place,  where  he  now  enjoys  an  ex- 
cellent patronage.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  a 
prominent  position  in  tlie  social  circles  of  the  com- 
munity. 

On  Xovember  23,  1892,  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  Dr.  Caterson  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Aliss  Lizzie  A.  Boothe,  by 
whom  he  has  one  son,  Robert  J.,  born  November 
30,  1895.  Airs.  Caterson  was  born  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  October  10,  1869,  and  is  one  of  five  chil- 
dren born  to  Robert  and  Lucy  AI.  (AIcFall)  Boothe, 
George  H.,  Lizzie  A.,  Daisy  AI.,  Alarion  AI.  and 
William  R.  Her  father  was  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  and  when  a child  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  liis  parents,  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  mother,  a native  of  Bethlehem,  Penn., 
also  located  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  having 
removed  hither  with  her  parents.  Air.  Boothe 
operated  a sawmill  and  became  a man  of  prominence 
in  his  community,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  fifteen  years  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1900,  he  was  re-elected  for  another  term. 

HON.  EVERETT  HORNBECK,  who  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  public  life  in  Pike  county,  and,  indeed,  in 
this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  old  families  of  the  region  where  he  has  passed 
his  enfire  life,  and  was  born  September  29.  1840, 
in  Lehman  township.  Pike  county,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Eliza  Ann  (Hetzel)  Hornbeck.  The  parents  were 
also  natives  of  the  county,  born  April  13.  1808.  in 
Lehman  township,  and  February  2,  1820,  in  Del- 
aware township,  respectively.  They  were  married 
Alay  6,  1838.  and  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, viz. : Obadiah,  Everett,  Alyron,  Alarsena, 

Alartha,  Jacob,  John  P.,  Isaiah  and  William  B.  The 
father  died  November  25.  1881,  the  mother  October 
11,  1865,  both  in  Delaware  township,  and  their  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Delaware  township  cemetery. 

Everett  Plornbeck  grew  to  manhood  on  the  par- 
ental homestead,  remaining  there  until  the  vear  he  at- 
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tained  his  majority,  when  he  associated  himself  in  the 
mercantile  business  with  A.  S.  Dingman,  of  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry,  with  whom  he  continued  for  three  years. 
From  that  time  until  1873  he  resided  on  a farm  in 
Lehmay  township,  in  the  year  last  mentioned  pur- 
chasing and  removing  to  the  old  Hornbeck  home- 
stead, which  he  occupied  until  1883,  when  he  again 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Dingman's 
Ferry.  He  continued  in  that  line  successfully  until 
1896*  when  he  sold  out  to  J.  B.  Westbrook  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Philadelphia,  where  he  now  has  his  tem- 
porary residence,  being  employed  in  the  government 
mint  in  that  city,  in  which  he  holds  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  shipping  department.  From  early 
manhood  .Mr.  Hornbeck  has  been  well  known  in 
public  circles  in  Pike  and  the  surrounding  counties,  [ 
and  he  has  been  chosen  to  serve  in  numerous  local  j 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  gift  of  his  | 
loyal  and  admiring  fellow  citizens,  whose  faith  in  : 
his  abilities  has  only  been  strengthened  by  the  cap-  ( 
able  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  \ 
imposed  upon  him.  For  eight  years  he  acted  as  1 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Lehman  township,  resigning  j 
from  the  office  in  1881  to  accept  that  of  associate 
judge  of  Pike  county,  being  re-elected  to  the  latter  1 
incumbency  in  1886,  for  another  term  of  five  years, 
which  he  filled  with  characteristic  faithfulness  and 
attention  to  duty.  It  is  hardly  necessary,  perhaps, 
to  say  that  Mr.  Hornbeck  has  always  kept  pace 
with  the  most  progressive  citizens  of  this  section, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular 
men  in  political  circles  here.  In  1892  he  received 
the  nomination  for  Congress  from  Pike  county, 
though  he  was  defeated  in  the  other  counties  in  the 
District.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order. 

On  December  13,  i860,  Mr.  Hornbeck  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage,  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  to  Miss  Susan 
Westbrook,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  township. 
Pike  county,  daughter  of  Jacob  B.  Westbrook,  and 
six  children  blessed  this  union,  namely : Harvey, 

a decorator,  of  Philadelphia,  who  married  Mary 
Brisco;  Frank,  a feed  merchant  at  East  Branch,  X. 
Y.,  who  married  Stella  Arnst ; Allen  W..  who  is 
mentioned  below;  Anna,  wife  of  J.  E.  Darragh,  a 
miller  of  Dingman's  Ferry : Frazier,  unmarried, 

who  is  in  business  with  his  brother  Frank,  at  East 
Branch,  X.  Y. ; and  Ross,  who  is  a bookkeeper  in 
Philadelphia. 

Ai.len  W.  Horn  heck  was  born  July  28,  1873, 
in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  and  was  reared 
in  the  county  of  his  birth,  remaining  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  went  to 
Jersey  City,  where  he  was  employed  for  a year  by 
die  United  States  Express  Company  as  clerk  in  the 
auditor's  department.  Returning  home  he  took 
charge  of  the  family  homestead  for  two  years,  and 
subsequently  for  one  year  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Egypt  Mills,  thence  coming  to 
his  present  location  in  Dingman's  Ferry,  where  he 


has  carried  on  business  successfully  ever  since, 
building  the  store  which  he  occupies.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, he  has  been  quite  active  in  local  politics  as  a 
loval  worker  for  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  served  as  auditor  and  member  of 
the  election  board  in  Lehman  township. 

On  February  6,  1892,  Mr.  Hornbeck  was  mar- 
ried, at  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  to  Miss  Margaret  F. 
Gilmore,  who  was  born  March  26,  1871,  in  Corey, 
Penn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jessie  Gilmore,  resi- 
dents of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county.  Three 
sons  have  been  born  to  this  union — Leon  C.,  Har- 
old E.  and  A.  Roy.  Mr.  Plornbeck  is,  in  fraternal 
alfiliation,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

ADDISOX’  LEARXT  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  well-known  firm  of  Learn  & \Yaas,  leading  mer- 
chants of  Tannersville,  Monroe  county.  Thorough- 
ness and  persistency  have  characterized  his  entire 
business  career,  and  have  been  supplemented  by 
careful  attention  to  details , and  by  honorable, 
straightforward  effort,  that  has  gained  him  a most 
excellent  and  enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Learn  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  the  county.  His  grandfather,  Andrew 
Learn,  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Susanna  Kresge. 
Later  he  moved  to  Pocono  township,  where  in  time 
he  purchased  180  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of  which 
was  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  timber,  but 
before  his  death  he  cleared  about  140  acres.  Pie 
followed  farming  throughout  life,  and  died  upon 
the  Pocono  farm.  His  children  were  Elizabeth,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; Philip,  who  mar- 
ried Margaret  Workeiser,  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  Pocono  township;  Sally  Ann,  wife  of  Joseph 
Singer,  of  the  same  township : Adam,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  soon  after  reach- 
ing home,  from  the  effects  of  his  incarceration  in 
Libby  prison;  Mary,  wife  of  Jerome  Heller,  of 
Stroudsburg;  and  David,  father  of  our  subject. 

David  Learn  was  born  in  Pocono  township. 
November  26,  1840,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and 
operates,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  connec- 
tion with  general  farming  he  has  engaged  in  lum- 
bering on  a small  scale.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
capacity  of  judge  and  inspector  of  elections,  and 
as  overseer  of  the  poor.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Protective  Association,  and  re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as 
elder.  He  married  Miss  Anna  Miller,  who  was 
born  December  25,  1842.  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children;  Addison,  our  subject:  Hat- 
tie. deceased  wife  of  Elmer  Warner,  of  Pocono 
township:  Katie,  wife  of  George  Mader,  a farmer 
of  Pocono  township;  Franklin,  who  married  Xet- 
tie  Edinger.  and  lives  at  Fortyfort.  Penn. ; and 
Ixeturah  and  Alfred,  both  at  home. 

Manasseh  Miller,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
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roe  county,  April  25,  1812,  and  died  April  23,  1898. 
During  liis  youth  he  learned  the  harnessmaker’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  his  na- 
tive township,  and  then  removed  to  Pocono  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a dozen  or  more  tracts  of 
land,  both  farming  and  wood  land.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  hotel-keeping,  har- 
nessmaking and  blacksmithing,  at  Tannersville. 
The  hotel  proved  a paying  investment,  as  it  was 
liberally  patronized,  especially  by  drovers,  and  dur- 
ing the  fifty-two  years  he  engaged  in  that  business 
he  never  touched  a drop  of  liquor.  He  was  a man  of 
good  moral  character,  and  was  widely  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  very  de- 
cided in  his  opinions.  In  Pocono  township  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriette  Burrett.  daughter  of  Gideon 
Burrett.  She  is  a native  of  Monroe  county,  and  is 
still  living.  Children  were  born  to  this  union  as 
follows:  Mary;  Anna,  mother  of  our  subject;  Gid- 
eon, who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; Maur- 
ice, a resident  of  Tannersville ; Simon,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Anglemoyer,  a daughter  of  Adam  Angle- 
mover,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county ; David,  deceased  ; Emma,  wife 
of  A1  Green,  of  Pen  Argyl,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn. ; Marietta,  who  married  D.  \Y.  Bowman,  of 
Mt.  Pocono,  and  died  in  1897;  Alice,  at  home  with 
her  mother;  W.  S.,  a resident  of  Tannersville;  Jo- 
seph, at  home ; and  Ella,  wife  of  Wilson  Loux,  of 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania. 

Addison  Learn  was  born  in  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  April  8,  1S66,  and  received  a com- 
mon-school education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  on  attain- 
ing his  majority  entered  a store  at  Tannersville, 
where  he  engaged  in  clerking  for  three  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  obtained  a good  practical  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods.  He  then  bought  out  his 
employer,  and  has  since  carried  on  business  as  a 
general  merchant.  In  1897  Charles  Waas  became 
a member  of  the  firm,  and  the  business  has  since 
been  conducted  under  the  firm  style  of  Learn  & 
Waas.  They  carry  a large  and  complete  assortment 
of  general  merchandise,  and  receive  a liberal  pat- 
ronage from  the  public.  Besides  his  village  prop- 
erty our  subject  owns  a half-interest  in  sixty  acres 
of  timber  and  farming  land. 

At  Tannersville,  July  26,  1890,  Mr.  Learn  was 
married,  by  Rev.  George  B.  Smith,  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Waas,  a native 
of  Pocono  township,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Lillian  A.,  born  May  11,  1894;  and  George  A.,  born 
April  13,  1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Learn  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church ; socially  he  is  a charter 
member  of  P.  O.  S.  of  A..  Camp  *N’o.  473.  and  on 
May  1 6,  1895,  became  a charter  member  of  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  No.  1086.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  has  served  on  the 
election  board  and  as  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  was 
elected  township  auditor,  hut  refused  to  qualifv. 
He  takes  a deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining 


to  the  public  welfare  of  the  town,  and  withholds  his 
support  from  no  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit. 

George  Waas,  father  of  Mrs.  Addison  Learn, 
was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany.  He  was  a tinsmith 
by  trade,  following  same  until  he  came  to  America, 
in  1852,  after  which  he  worked  as  day  laborer,  a 
part  of  the  time  for  Stephen  Kistler,  in  the  tannery. 
He  continued  thus  until  1856,  when  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
he  has  followed  farming  ever  since.  In  1856  he 
married  Miss  Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Xaussen,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  1852, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  one  son  and  six  daugh- 
ters. One  of  the  daughters  is  deceased. 

ALVIN  L.  TITUS.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a representative  citizen  of  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  New  England  families,  and  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Titus  is  the  tenth  in  the  line  of  descent 
from  Robert  Titus,  the  original  emigrant  from 
England  to  America,  viz.:  (ij  Robert  Titus,  (2) 

John  Titus,  (3)  John  Titus,  (4)  John  Titus,  (5) 
Ebenezer  Titus,  (6)  Comfort  Titus,  (7)  Nathaniel 
Titus,  (8)  Charles  B.  Titus,  (9)  Asa  Titus,  (10) 
Alvin  L.  Titus. 

Nathaniel  Titus,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  and  lifelong  resident  of  Con- 
necticut. Charles  B.  Titus,  his  son,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Windham  county, 
Conn.,  in  February,  1786.  He  married  Sarah  Ben- 
nett, who  was  born  November  11,  1783,  and  in 
1830  migrated  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  arriving  September  17.  On  March  6. 
1832,  he  settled  with  his  family  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  purchasing  a tract  of  112 
acres,  all  wild  land,  and  in  his  lifetime  clearing  much 
of  it.  He  was  a farmer  throughout  life,  and  died 
in  1864,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  died 
in  1863,  aged  eighty  years.  Their  family  was  as 
follows:  (1)  Baker,  born  in  1804,  was  married 

October  31,  1830.  to  Mary  A.  Simons,  and  they 
had  one  child,  who  died  young;  Mrs.  Marv  A. 
Titus  died  September  2,  1835,  and  in  March,  1839, 
he  married  Anna  Cory,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren. both  now  deceased.  Baker  Titus  died  Janu- 
ary 13.  1874.  his  wife.  Anna,  May  11,  1882.  (2) 

Noah,  born  in  1807,  in  1825  married  Lvdia  Haw- 
kens.  and  they  had  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are 
still  living.  The  mother  died  in  December,  1849. 
and  a few  years  afterward  Noah  Titus  married 
Christian  Bissett.  They  had  one  child,  who  is  still 
living.  Noah  Titus  died  March  13,  1883.  his 

widow  in  1885.  (3)  Sarah,  born  in  1810,  was 

married.  April  12,  1839,  to  Archibald  Williams,  and 
had  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Archi- 
bald Williams  died  April  25,  1843.  Mrs.  Williams 
surviving  until  December  25.  1867.  (4)  Asa, 

father  of  our  subject,  was  next  in  the  family.  (5) 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1816,  died'  young.  (6)  Thur- 
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sey,  born  in  1818,  on  June  12,  1836,  married  La-  I 
prellet  Fuller,  and  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  { 
are  living.  Air.  Fuller  died  F'ebruary  25,  1895. 
(7)  Charles  A.,  born  in  1820,  dieu  Aiarch  11, 
1838.  (,8,1  Hiram,  born  in  1823,  died  in  1843.  191 

Albert  J.,  born  April  27,  182K,  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Lenox  township.  He  married  Ro- 
sina  C.  Richardson,  and  has  tour  children,  Lucian 
M.,  Leroy  L.,  Lmma  T.  (wife  of  A.  T.  Fatrick), 
and  Sylvia  1).  (wife  of  L.  A.  Williams),  lhursey 
and  Albert  J.  are  the  only  survivors  of  the 
family. 

Asa  Titus,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  on  the  Quinebaug'  river,  April  7, 
1813,  and  when  a boy  came  with  his  parents  to 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  nineteen  years  old  when 
his  father  settled  in  Lenox  township,  of  which  he 
became  a lifelong  farmer,  and  died  .March  2,  1882. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  married,  in 
Lenox  township,  Miss  Harriet  Ely,  daughter  of 
Silas  Ely,  and  they  had  one  child,  Alvin  C.,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
of  thirty-two  years,  and  for  his  second  wife  Asa 
Titus  married  Eunice  L.  Palmer,  born  May  3,  1819, 
daughter  of  Esek  H.  and  Amy  (Smith)  Palmer. 
Esek  Palmer  was  born  in  December,  1777,  and  died 
October  31,  1861;  his  wife  was  born  March  1, 
1783,  and  died  March  6,  1879,  aged  ninety-six 
years.  By  his  second  wife  Asa  1 itus  had  one 
child,  Elmire  P.,  born  September  5,  1862,  who  died 
October  11,  1865. 

Alvin  L.  Titus,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Lenox 
township,  March  9,  1846.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  received  a common-school  education,  fin- 
ishing at  a select  school.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  of  age,  then  spent  one  year  farming  in 
Michigan.  Air.  Titus  was  married,  February  27, 
1885,  to  Aliss  Eva  A.  .Miller,  who  was  born  Alay 
16,  1857,  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Lott) 
Aliller,  and  granddaughter  of  William  and  Anne 
(Baker)  Aliller,  and  of  Solomon  and  Phcebe 
(Brundage)  Lott.  George  Aliller,  her  father,  was 
born  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  died  January  31,  1896,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
His  wife,  Catherine,  a native  of  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  now  living,  aged  sixty- 
three  years.  To  George  and  Catherine  Aliller  were 
born  four  children:  Eva  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 

Ella,  wife  of  Oliver  Burman,  of  New  Alilford; 
William,  of  Lcnoxville;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Henry 
Alecham,  of  Norfolk,  Ya.  To  Alvin  L.  and  Eva 
A.  Titus  has  come  one  child,  Ethel  AL,  born  April 
4,  1886. 

Air.  Titus  owns  and  occupies  his  father's  farm 
of  ninety-two  acres,  and  is  engaged  in  general  and 
dairy  farming.  Himself  and  wife  areiticmbersof  the 
Grange,  and  Airs.  Titus  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
M.  E.  Church.  In  politics  Air.  Titus  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  has  served  as  school  director  for 
three  years,  and  is  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
community  of  which  for  so  many  years  he  has  been 
a prominent  and  substantial  member. 


HENRY  AIANZER,  retired  farmer  of  South 
Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  comes  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family,  which  for  three-quarters  01  a cen- 
tury has  been  largely  identified  with  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  that  locality.  He  was  born  De- 
cember 14,  1819,  at  Fly  Creek,  Otsego  Co.,  N".  Y., 
a son  of  Rev.  Lawrence  and  Alary  (Price)  Alan- 
zer,  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Vermont,  re- 
spectively. 

For  three  quarters  of  a century  the  Alanzer 
family  of  Gibson  have  been  residents  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  In  the  little  cemetery  on  a beautiful 
knoll  of  the  old  Alanzer  homestead,  in  South  Gib- 
son, there  rest  the  remains  of  Rev.  Lawrence  Alan- 
zer and  wife,  the  pioneers  of  the  Susquehanna 
branch  of  the  family ; also  the  remains  of  a num- 
ber of  their  children  and  children's  children,  among 
whom  several  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  The 
descendants  of  Lawrence  Alanzer  have  been  an  in- 
dustrious and  frugal  people,  who  have  played  well 
their  parts  in  their  pursuits  of  life,  making  good 
citizens  and  members  of  society. 

Rev.  Lawrence  Alanzer  was  born  July  5,  1785, 
in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  John  Alanzer, 
a farmer  of  Northampton,  N.  Y.  When  a boy 
Lawrence  removed  to  Otsego  county,  and  there,  on 
February  12,  1804,  he  married  Alary  Price,  who 
was  born  April  16,  17S7,  in  Vermont,  a daughter  of 
Timothy  Price.  About  the  year  1831  they  migrated 
to  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
whence,  after  a sojourn  of  four  or  five  years,  they 
removed  to  Gibson  township,  in  1836  buying,  of  P. 
Rynearson,  some  200  acres  of  land  on  Tunkhannock 
creek,  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Gibson  village.  This 
included  the  old  John  Collar  improvement.  Col- 
lar had  here  made  one  of  the  earliest  clearings  on 
I the  Tunkhannock  within  the  bounds  of  Gibson 
I township.  He  came  up  the  mouth  of  the  creek  in 
about  1792,  built  a good  log  house  and  barn,  which 
some  years  ago  were  still  standing',  and  set  out  a 
large  orchard.  He  was  a great  trapper,  and,  it  is 
said,  caught  in  one  season  nine  bears,  in  what  has 
since  been  called  Bear  Swamp.  Air.  Alanzer,  on 
purchasing  this  old  Collar  tract,  made  extensive 
improvements ; he  cleared  land,  erected  comforta- 
ble buildings,  and  in  1843  erected  a sawmill.  Rev. 
Lawrence  Alanzer  died  January  3,  1869.  his  wife 
on  November  10,  1872,  and  they  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  the  old  Alanzer  cemetery,  which  occupies 
a portion  of  the  old  home  farm.  Air.  Alanzer  was 
a member  of  the  Old-School  Baptist  Church,  and 
for  many  years  served  as  minister  of  that  denomi- 
nation in  his  neighborhood,  at  the  same  time  fol- 
lowing farming  until  within  a few  years  of  his 
death.  He  deeded  one-half  acre  to  the  Alanzer 
family  for  burying  purposes,  which  in  1870  was 
enlarged  by  the  donation  of  two  and  one-half  acres 
by  his  son  Thomas  Alanzer.  the  whole  being  in- 
corporated. and  known  as  the  Alanzer  or  South 
Gibson  cemetery. 

lo  Rev.  Lawrence  and  Alary  Alanzer  were 
born  children  as  follows:  Alary,  born  January  2, 
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1805,  now  deceased,  married  Alonzo  P.  Kinney, 
who  still  survives,  at  upward  of  ninety-four  years 
of  age.  Christopher,  born  May  25,  1807,  married 
.Eliza  Potter ; he  bought  and  removed  to  a tract  of 
600  acres  of  land  in  the  Fox  River  country,  in  Illi- 
nois, dying  in  Lake  county,  that  State,  December  19, 
1845.  Thomas  J.,  born  March  19,  1809,  died 

January  10,  1826.  Elizabeth,  born  August  23,  I 
1812,  married  Austin  Benson,  of  Jackson  town-  I 
ship,  and  there  died  April  16,  1891.  Timothy,  born  1 
January  27,  1815,  married  Julia  Gardner,  and  was  ! 
engaged  as  a farmer  in  Lake  county,  111.,  where  he  ; 
died  January  26,  1892.  John  M.,  a farmer  of  Xew  J 
Milford,  born  August  17,  1817,  married  (first)-  ! 
Julia  A.  Whitney,  and  (second)  Melissa  Wood 
Collum ; he  died  January  22,  1866.  Henry  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  Horatio,  born 
March  20,  1S22,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township, 
served  as  a soldier  of  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  1., 
in  the  Civil  war ; he  married  Elizabeth  Payne,  and 
died  in  1893.  Elnora,  born  June  2,  1824.  married 
Bradbury  Mapes.  Thomas  J.,  born  March  26, 
1827,  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  Harriet,  born  Janu- 
ary 15,  1829,  married  Elias  T.  Harding,  a soldier 
of  the  Civil  war,  now  deceased. 

Henry  Manzer  remained  at  home  until  within 
one  year  after  his  marriage,  at  which  time  he  pur- 
chased an  unimproved  farm  of  125  acres  on  Gunn 
Hill,  made  a clearing  thereon,  and  put  up  a one- 
room  frame  house,  in  which,  before  it  was  finished, 
he  and  his  young  wife  commenced  housekeeping. 
This  primitive  little  building  is  now  owned  by  their 
son  Truman  C.,  by  whom  it  has  been  remodeled 
"up  to  date,’’  while  fifty  acres  have  been  added  to 
the  original  purchase.  Mr.  Manzer  has  done  quite 
an  extensive  business  in  lumbering. 

On  February  3.  1842,  at  South  Gibson,  Penn., 
Air.  Manzer  was  united  in  marriage,  by  John  Will- 
iams, Esq.,  with  Miss  Mindwell  Sparks,  and  the 
following  is  a brief  record  of  their  children : 
Charles  H.,  born  March  31,  1844,  enlisted  for 
service  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  M,  4th 
Penn.  Cavalry,  and  died  November  22,  1861,  in 
Georgetown  Hospital,  Washington.  D.  C.  Mind- 
well  C,  born  June  25,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Silas 
Plowed,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township.  Alary  A., 
born  December  6,  1849,  died  October  23,  1850. 
Truman  C.,  born  April  23,  1852,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Harriet  E.,  born  Alay  26,  1856.  died  Alarch 
23,  1859.  In  politics  Henry  Alanzer  is  a stanch 
Republican.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
enlisted  in  Company  AI,  4th  Penn.  Cavalry,  and 
served  three  years  as  corporal ; was  under  Gen. 
AIcClellan  during  the  campaign  against  Richmond 
in  1862.  participating  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  in 
September.  1862,  and  in  the  fall  o‘f  1863  was  dis- 
charged on  the  field,  owing  to  rheumatism  con- 
tracted in  the  service.  He  is  a member  of  A.  J. 
Roper  Post  Xo.  45-,  G.  A.  R.,  at  South  Gibson, 
of  which  he  is  the  present  commander. 

Airs.  (Rev.)  Alindwell  (Sparks)  Alanzer  was 
born  June  2,  1823,  in  Schoharie  cotintv,  N.  Y.,  a 
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daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alary  (Howe)  Sparks, 
who  were  natives  of  Xew  York  State  and  Great 
Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively ; both 
died  in  Plainfield,  Wis.,  the  father  in  1889,  the 
mother  in  1887.  They  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1858,  settling  at  Great  Bend,  where  they  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  They  were  good 
Christian  people,  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : 
Amanda  married  Levi  Rodman,  and  died  in  Cali- 
fornia ; Asena  is  also  deceased ; Charity  married 
Chauncey  Davis,. and  died  in  Gibson,  Penn.;  Sarah 
, married  Job  Bound,  and  died  in  Wisconsin;  Rev. 
Robert,  a minister  of  the  P'irst  Baptist  Church, 
died  in  Wisconsin;  James  F.  is  a farmer  of  that 
State;  Nancy,  widow  of  William  Wood,  lives  in 
Wisconsin ; Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
John  Blessing;  and  Rev.  Alindwell  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  At  Windsor,  X.  Y.,  in  1889,  Airs. 
Alanzer  was  licensed  as  an  evangelist  in  the  AI.  E. 
Church,  and  received  her  first  call  to  Red  Rock, 
j Susquehanna  county,  but  she  subsequently  left  that 
! denomination  for  the  Free  Alethodist.  Before  be- 
! ing  ordained  she  had  a charge  at  Liberty,  Sullivan 
Co.,  XT.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and  she  has  been  en- 
gaged in  local  preaching  for  the  past  ten  years,  has 
officiated  at  some  250  funerals,  and  married  three 
couples.  She  has  in  her  possession  a handsome 
Bible,  which  was  presented  to  her  by  some  of  her 
admirers  in  the  lumber  woods. 

Truman  C.  AIaxzer,  son  of  Henry  Alanzer, 
received  all  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
of  South  Gibson,  and,  in  the  purest  sense  of  the 
word,  is  a self-made  man.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  and 
for  the  most  part  engaged  in  doing  chores  for  the 
neighbors,  and  cutting  wood  for  the  railroad  com- 
pany. Later  he  opened  a store  at  South  Gibson, 
after  two  years  renting  same  and  building  a larger 
store,  in  which  he  conducted  business  some  six 
months,  and  then  sold  both  building  and  stock. 
Removing  to  Gelatt,  in  the  same  township,  he 
opened  and  for  three  years  operated  a general  store 
there,  also  buying  and  selling  cattle : then  went  to 
Forest  City,  and  embarked  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, also  conducting  a lumber  yard,  and  building 
and  selling  dwelling  houses,  in  addition  to  which 
he  buys  and  sells  cattle.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican. and  he  has  been  postmaster  at  Forest 
City  for  some  years,  having  served  under  Har- 
rison's administration.  Xo  one  has  done  more  to 
build  up  the  place,  and  advance  its  social  condition, 
in  fact,  he  is  an  all-round  "rustler,"  kind-hearted 
and  liberal  to  the  poor,  while  no  individual  has  a 
wider  acquaintance  among  the  business  men  of 
northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Socially  he  is  a free- 
mason. Beginning  at  the  bottom  rung  of  the  lad- 
der, he  is  now  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the 
county. 

On  April  3,  1881.  Truman  C.  Alanzer  married 
Adda  Afaxon,  and  they  have  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren : Cecil,  born  in  1882,  attending  a military 
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school  in  New  York  State;  Victor,  born  in  1887. 
x attending  school  at  Forest  City ; and  Margaret, 
also  attending  school  at  Forest  City. 

FLETCHER  D.  and  HARVEY  S.  BROWX 
are  worthy  representatives  of  an  old  and  promi- 
nent family  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  They  are  sons  of  Elisha  and  Maria  ( Ben- 
son) Brown,  the  former  born  in  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1809,  the  latter  in  Xew  Hampshire  in 
1812. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subjects, 
Elisha  Brown,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island, 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  In  about  1830  he  removed 
with  his  family  from  New  York  to  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  his  remaining  years.  He  had 
a family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
( 1 ) Charles  became  a resident  of  Thompson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  his  death  occur- 
red. (2)  Oranel  married  Harriet  Xye,  and  located 
in  Jackson  township,  where  some  of  his  children 
still  reside.  (3)  Theodocia  married  William  Wit- 
ter, and  died  in  Thompson,  leaving  three  sons — 
Gilbert,  a resident  of  Lenox;  and  Egbert  and  Jud- 
son,  of  Thompson.  (4)  Watts  married  Sallie  Van 
Horn,  and  settled  in  Thompson,  (5)  Caroline  died 
unmarried.  (6)  James  entered  the  Mexican  war 
when  a young  man.  after  which  nothing  definite 
was  ever  heard  of  him.  (7)  Elisha  completes  the 
family. 

In  his  native  county  Elisha  Brown,  Jr.,  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  was  married  in  Jackson 
township.  There  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a good  farm. 
The  log  house  which  he  erected  thereon  was  his 
home  for  a number  of  years,  but  was  later  replaced 
by  a good  frame  residence.  He  died  upon  that 
place  in  1877,  and  his  worthy  wife,  who  had  shared 
with  him  all  the  hardships  of  their  early  married 
life,  passed  away  in  April,  1899,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eightv-seven  years.  Both  were  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their 
earnest  Christian  lives  won  them  many  friends  and 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  In  his  political  affiliations  the  father  was 
a Democrat.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  wor- 
thy couple,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  as  follows:  (1)  Annie,  born  in  July. 

1836,  obtained  a good  education  in  the  Harford 
schools,  and  for  several  terms  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Susquehanna  county.  She  married  Martin  Lan- 
caster. of  Jackson,  and  located  in  Starrucca.  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Her  husband,  who  became  sheriff  of 
that  county,  was  killed  bv  a falling  tree  while  driv- 
ing- along  a road.  She  died  in  Februarv,  1898. 
Their  only  child,  Evangeline,  is  -now  the  wife  of 
James  X'icholas,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  (2)  Cvnthia 
A.,  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship. in  1838.  married  Rev.  Frank  Larrabce,  of  the 
same  township,  and  they  now  reside  in  Thompson. 
They  have  one  son,  Arthur,  a business  man  of 


Starrucca.  (3)  Fletcher  D.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
j tioned  below.  (4)  Dorr,  born  in  1842,  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead.  (5;  Amanda,  born  in  1846, 
j was  given  a good  district-school  education,  and  was 
j one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  the  county  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Ralph 
i Howard,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Thompson,  and 
J they  have  one  daughter,  Stella.  (6)  Estella  E., 

! born  in  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Strong,  of  Star- 
; rucca,  and  is  represented  elsewhere.  (7;  Harvey 
J S.  is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Arthur,  born  in  1854, 
married  Kate  Shew,  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  now 
a leading  dairyman  and  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Starrucca.  They  have  four  children,  May,  Allen, 
Juanita  and  Tracy. 

Fletcher  D.  Browx  was  born  in  Jackson 
township,  November  12,  1840,  and  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  on  the  old  homestead,  his  education 
being  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  F,  179th 
j X'.  Y.  Y.  I.,  and  took  part  in  a number  of  engage- 
| ments,  including  the  battle  of  Petersburg.  U11  the 
! close  of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged,  and 
, returned  to  his  father's  farm.  In  July,  1867,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eva  C.  Carpen- 
! ter,  of  Ararat,  daughter  of  Rolla  and  Minerva 
(Carlin)  Carpenter.  She  was  born  in  Thompson 
township,  in  1848,  was  well  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  select  schools  of  Ararat  and  Gibson,  and 
was  a teacher  in  Susquehanna  county  for  several 
terms.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  three  children, 
namely:  (1)  Ethel  L.,  born  in  Jackson,  in  Feb- 

ruary, 1869,  was  educated  in  the  select  schools  of 
the  county,  and  was  also  a successful  teacher  for 
a number  of  terms.  She  married  L.  M.  Brundage, 
I of  Scranton,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Jaman  D., 
and  they  reside  in  Jackson.  (2)  Gertrude  M., 
born  in  October,  1871.  has  received  a musical  edu- 
cation, having  been  a student  in  the  schools  of 
Scranton  and  Factoryville.  She  has  taught  music 
for  some  time,  and  is  one  of  the  attractive  young 
ladies  of  her  town.  (3)  Bruce  E.,  born  in  August, 
1877,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  the 
high  school  of  Great  Bend.  When  the  war  broke 
out  between  this  country  and  Spain,  in  1898,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  I.  From  Mt. 
Gretna  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Alger,  Ya..  later  to 
: Camp  Mead,  Harrisburg,  and  from  there  to  Au- 
gusta, Ga.,  where  he  was  finally  discharged,  in 
March,  1899,  having  never  been  called  into  active 
service.  He  is  a young  man  of  sterling  qualities 
and  a favorite  with  his  companions. 

After  his  marriage  Fletcher  D.  Brown  located 
near  his  present  home,  and  upon  the  place  erected 
a new  barn.  Later  he  bought  the  William  Slocum 
farm,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  remodeled  and 
enlarged  the  residence,  and  now  has  one  of  the  neat 
and  tasteful  homes  of  Jackson  township.  Mr. 
Brown  formerly  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party  for 
! some  vears.  Fie  is  a member  of  Mvron  I-'rench 
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Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Jackson,  and  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
place.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in  rather 
limited  circumstances,  but  by  their  combined 
efforts,  industry  and  economy  they  have  accumu- 
lated a comfortable  property,  and  now  have  one  of 
the  best  homes  in  Jackson  township.  Socially  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence,  and  its  members  are 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 

Harvey  S.  Brown  was  born  in  1853  in  Jack- 
son  township,  and  passed  his  early  life  on  the  home 
farm.  He  received  a thorough  practical  schooling, 
and  for  a number  of  years  during  his  early  man- 
hood followed  teaching  and  clerking,  engaging  as- 
a teacher  of  district  schools  in  his  own  town  and  in 
Ararat  for  five  terms.  For  two  and  a half  years 
previous  to  his  marriage  he  clerked  in  the  general 
store  of  H.  M.  Benson,  at  Jackson,  and  for  two 
and  a half  years  after  that  event  was  located  at 
Scranton,  as  billing  clerk  for  the  United  States 
Express  Co.  However,  he  resigned  that  position, 
as  his  mother  wished  him  to  return  home  and  take 
charge  of  the  farm,  and  here  he  has  since  remained. 
He  ranks  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the 
township.  Since  the  home  place  came  under  his  j 
management  175  acres  have  been  added  to  the 
original  farm,  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings, 
and  a commodious  modern  dwelling,  have  been 
erected,  and  various  changes  made  which  indicate 
that  the  owner  is  a thoroughly  progressive  man  in 
every  respect.  There  are  many  evidences  of  the 
intelligent  and  refined  taste  of  the  owner  in  the 
home,  which  is  supplied  with  every  modern  con- 
venience, and  a telephone  connects  the  house  with 
Starrucca  and  Thompson,  the  line  being  a private 
one  owned  by  the  Browns.  Air.  Brown's  agricul- 
tural methods  are  fully  in  keeping  with  the  equip- 
ment of  his  place.  He  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  dairying,  keeping  fifty  cows.  He  is  a 
Prohibitionist  in  political  sentiment. 

In  1877  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  H.  Evelyn 
Tewksbury,  of  Jackson,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children,  Bissell  and  Anna.  Mrs. 
Brown  received  her  education  in  the  common  and 
select  schools,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  taught 
eight  years,  in  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut.  Her 
grandparents,  Amos  and  Harriet  H.  (Robinson) 
Tewksbury,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  from  which 
State  they  migrated  to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early 
day,  settling  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Amos  Tewksbury  passed 
away  in  1864,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  grave. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  namely: 
Nancy,  Mary  Jane,  Benjamin  F.,  Fannie  M..  Har-  1 
riet  E.  and  Arnos  Edgar.  Benjamin  F.  Tewks- 
bury, father  of  Mrs.  Brown,  was  born  in  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  was  a teacher  by  profession.  He  1 
was  the  second  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  the  youngest  man  who  ever  served  in  that  in- 
cumbency, for  he  passed  away  in  i860,  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-seven.  On  March  4.  i853-  he  mar- 


ried Lucy  J.  Benson,  and  they  had  two  children — 
H.  Evelyn,  wife  of  Harvey  S.  Brown;  and  Bayard 
F".,  who  married  Grace  Gordinier,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Wayne  county..  The  mother  re- 
married, her  second  husband  being  George  Wood- 
worth,  of  Norwich,  Connnecticut. 

CHARLES  A.  KRESGE,  justice  of  the  peace, 
is  a prominent  citizen  of  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  for  many  years  has  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Kresgeville,  although  he  de- 
votes much  of  his  attention  at  present  to  agricul- 
.tural  pursuits.  His  enterprise,  ability  and  public 
spirit  have  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  especially 
in  connection  with  the  educational  interests  of  his 
locality,  his  early  experience  as  a teacher  having 
given  him  a practical  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the 
schools. 

Air.  Kresge  was  born  August  3,  1848,  in  Polk 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  a great-grandson 
of  Conrad  Kresge,  who  came  from  Switzerland  to 
this  section  about  1745.  This  well-known  pioneer 
had  ten  children:  Conrad,  John  (who  was  killed 

by  Indians  when  twelve  years  old  at  Effort,  Penn.), 
William,  George,  Philip.  Jacob,  Abraham,  Mrs. 
John  Sox,  Mrs.  Fred  Noggle,  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Everett. 

George  Kresge,  our  subject's  grandfather.  <vas 
born  in  Polk  (then  Chestnut  Hill)  township, 
Northampton  county,  and  passed  his  life  there  as  a 
farmer  and  innkeeper.  Politically  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  for  many  years  was  a leading  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  his  neighborhood.  He 
died  in  August,  1853,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
his  remains  now  rest  in  the  Pleasant  \ alley  ceme- 
tery. By  his  first  wife,  a Miss  Shupp,  he  had  three 
sons.  Philip.  George  and  Samuel.  His  second  wife. 
Catherine  Serfass,  who  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  was  a native  of  Polk  town- 
ship, and  a member  of  an  old  pioneer  family  which 
is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  Their  children 
were:  Thomas,  deceased;  Sallie,  widow  of  John 

Kunkle,  of  Kresgeville ; David  and  James,  both  de- 
ceased ; Joel,  our  subject's  father : Reuben,  a resi- 
dent of  Leighton,  Penn. ; and  Catherine,  widow  of 
John  Gregory,  of  Chestnut  Plill  township.  Monroe 
county. 

Joel  Kresge  was  born  January  15,  1823.  in 
what  was  then  Chestnut  Hill  township.  North- 
ampton county,  and  is  now  a highly-esteemed  resi- 
dent of  Kresgeville.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  on  leaving  home,  in  1846.  engaged  in  farming 
in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  on  his  own 
account.  In  1875  lle  took  charge  of  the  "Mansion 
House.”  at  Kresgeville.  which  he  conducted  until 
his  retirement  from  business,  in  1892.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  for  two  years  he  held 
the  office  of  assessor.  Like  all  of  the  family,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Reformed  Church,  (bn  Decem- 
ber 16,  1845,  he  was  married,  in  Polk  township, 
to  Miss  Caroline  Huffsmith,  and  the  following 
children  blessed  the  union : Henry,  a traveling 
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salesman,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Serfass,  and 
resides  in  Slatington,  Penn.;  Charles  A.,  our  sub- 
ject; Emeline,  wife  of  James  M.  Berlin,  of  Kresge- 
ville ; and  Tilghman  H.,  unmarried,  who  is  at  pres- 
ent employed  at  Slatington,  Penn.  Airs.  Caroline 
(Huffsmith)  Kresge,  who  was  born  March  27, 
1825,  in  Chestnut  Hill 'township,  Alonroe  county, 
died  May  28,  1898,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  Pleasant  Valley.  She  was  a most  es- 
timable woman,  and  was  a member  of  a well-known 
family,  her  parents,  Peter  and  Sally  (Shoemaker) 
Huffsmith,  having  settled  in  Alonroe  county  at  an 
early  day,  upon  a farm. 

Our  subject  passed  his  youth  upon  the  home 
farm,  and  received  his  education  at  the  following 
institutions  of  learning:  Union  Seminary,  New 

Berlin,  Union  Co.,  Penn. ; Wyoming  Seminary, 
Kingston,  Penn. ; and  the  Kutztown  State  Normal 
School,  Kutztown,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  three 
terms.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  teach- 
ing, in  which  vocation  he  engaged  successfully, 
being  employed  at  Canadensis,  Pleasant  Valley,  Al- 
brightsville,  Trachsville  (now  Carbon),  Aliddle 
Creek  and  the  Roth  district.  He  was  also  engaged 
several  years  in  the  distilling  of  oil  of  wintergreen, 
which  at  that  time  was  a lucrative  business.  In 
1872  he  engaged  in  business  at  Kresgeville  as  a 
merchant,  in  partnership  with  Air.  Berlin,  his 
brother-in-law,  but  after  two  years  retired  from  the 
firm,  and  for  five  years  he  was  actively  interested 
in  farming.  In  1880  he  again  joined  Air.  Berlin 
in  a mercantile  enterprise  at  Kresgeville,  continu- 
ing until  1891,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  Since  1886  he  has  also  been  interested 
in  the  millinery  business,  over  which  his  daughter 
presides.  He  has  also  taken  keen  interest  in  local 
affairs,  held  the  office  of  township  auditor  for  sev- 
eral terms,  and  for  three  years  served  as  school 
director.  In  1889  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  now  serving  a third  term,  having  been 
re-elected  in  1894  and  1899.  His  political  support 
has  always  been  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 
As  a member  of  the  Salem  Reformed  Church  he  is 
active  in  religious  work,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
much  esteemed  in  social  life. 

On  July  11,  1873,  Mr.  Kresge  was  married, 
at  Lehighton,  Penn.,  to  Aliss  Sarah  F.  Frantz,  whose 
aid  has  been  a marked  factor  in  his  success.  Three 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Aliss  Cordelia 

C.,  a young  lady  of  fine  artistic  taste  and  business 
ability,  who  has  charge  of  the  millinery  store: 
Arthur  H.,  who  is  still  at  home,  and  attending  high 
school;  and  Dayton  W.,  deceased.  Airs.  Kresge 
was  born  November  17,  1850,  in  Ross  township, 
Alonroe  county,  daughter  of  Charles  L.  Frantz,  a 
well-known  farmer,  and  his  wife  Sallte. 

J.  H.  VAN  ETTEN.  The  Van  Etten  family 
traces  its  ancestry  in  this  country  to  Jacob  Janse 
(or  Jansen),  who  prior  to  16G4  emigrated  from 
Etten,  in  North  Brabant  Holland,  eight  miles 
west-south-west  from  Breda.  A record  in  the 


First  Reformed  Church  in  the  city  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  states  that  on  January  4,  1665,  Jacob  Jansen 
von  Etten  of  Brabant,  Holland,  was  married  to 
Annetje  Arianse  von  Amsterdam,  widow  of  Aert 
Peterson;  that  on  January  3,  1666,  they  had  a sen 
baptized  to  them,  named  Jan  (or  John),  and  that 
on  the  25th  day  of  Alarch,  1668,  they  had  a daugh- 
ter baptized  to  them,  named  Sytie.  In  the  banns, 
published  December  25,  1664,  he  was  described  as 
a young  man  von  Etten  in  Brabant.  As  was  com- 
mon in  those  days,  he  assumed  the  name  of  his 
birthplace  as  his  surname,  affixing  thereto  the 
Dutch  “von,”  meaning  from,  which  was  afterward 
anglicised  to  “van,”  and  he  thus  acquired  the  name 
Van  Etten.  All  of  the  Van  Ettens  in  this  country 
have  descended  from  the  above  named  Jacob  Jan- 
sen von  Etten,  married  in  what  is  now  the  city 
of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1665,  as  above 
stated.  Following  are  the  names  and  Gates  of  bap- 
tism of  the  children  born  of  this  marriage:  Jan, 

January  3,  1666;  Sytie,  Alarch  25,  1668;  Adriaen 
or  Arie,  June  26,  1670;  Petronella,  1675;  Pieter; 
Heiltje,  April  21,  1679;  Emanuel,  December  29,. 
1681;  Tietje,  February  24,  1684;  jacobus  (James;, 
Alay  2,  1686;  Gessje,  December  25,  1688. 

Jan  (or  John)  Van  Etten,  son  of  Jacob  Jansen 
von  Etten,  was  married,  in  1692,  to  J annetje, 
daughter  of  Arien  Roosa.  She  was  a granddaugh- 
ter of  Albert  Heymanse  Roosa  and  Weyntje  Al- 
lard, who  came  from  Gelderland,  a province  in 
Holland,  with  their  eight  children,  whose  ages 
ranged  from  two  to  seventeen  years.  The  voyage 
from  Herwijnen,  Gelderland,  being  made  in  the 
good  ship  “Bunta  Koe”  ("Spotted  Cow").  This 
family  settled  in  Esopus  township,  Ulster  county, 
which  then  embraced  Kingston  and  Hurley,  N.  Y. 
The  father  died  February  27.  1679,  leaving  a good 
estate  to  his  heirs.  Gov.  Peter  Stuyvesant,  who 
gave  the  name  to  Wiltwyck,  in  August,  1664,  ap- 
pointed him  one  of  its  three  Schepens.  He  was  an 
elder  in  the  old  Dutch  Church  of  Kingston,  and 
was  a leading  man  in  his  community. 

Jacob  Van  Etten  (son  of  the  above  Jan  and 
Jannetje  Van  Etten)  was  born  at  Hurley,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  baptized  December  25,  1696,  and  on 
April  22,  1719,  married  Antjen  Westbrook,  daugh- 
ter of  Anthony  Westbrook.  He  probably  removed 
soon  after  to  Alorris  county,  N.  J.  In  1745  Will- 
iam Allen,  of  Philadelphia,  conveyed  to  him  a 
tract  of  land  in  Delaware  township,  then  Bucks 
county,  opposite  Namanoch  Island,  in  the  Delaware 
river. 

Johannes  Van  Etten,  a son  of  Jacob,  was  born 
at  Namanoch,  N.  J.,  in  1732,  and  died  February 
15,  1815.  He  married  (first)  Alaria  Gonzales 
and  (second)  Rachel  Williams  (who  was  the 
widow  of  Daniel  Decker),  who  died  May  2.  1812. 
Johannes  Van  Etten  first  settled  near  Easton, 
Penn.,  for  in  1767,  in  a deed  to  him,  he  is  located 
in  Forks  township,  Northampton  county.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Delaware  township,  now  in 
Pike  county,  and  located  on  land  previously  pur- 
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chased  by  his  father.  He  is  referred  to  as  a cap- 
tain by  his  brother  John,  who  in  a letter,  written 
in  1756  (Pennsylvania  Archives,  Yol.  II.  p.  720), 
mentions  him  as  a captain.  The  letter  is  addressed 
to  Gov.  Morris,  and  details  the  circumstances  of 
Johannes  having  some  conversation  with  Indians, 
during  which  they  attempted  to  lie  to  him  as  to 
where  they  had  come  from,  and  being  charged  with 
falsehood  attempted  to  escape,  but  were  tired  upon 
by  the  whites  under  his  command,  one  receiving  a 
load  of  swan  shot,  and  another  being  killed.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine,  and  fought 
under  Gen.  Anthony  Wayne.  He  commanded  a 
company  at  the  battle  of  Conashaugh,  fought  with 
the  Indians  July  21,  1780,  and  in  the  same  month 
was  commissioned  captain  of  volunteers.  The 
children  of  Johannes  \ an  Etten  by  his  second  wife 
were  as  follows:  Daniel,  born  in  1780;  Cornelius 

(grandfather  of  our  subject),  born  December  8, 
17S2,  in  Delaware  township,  died  January  22.  i860; 
Solomon,  born  February  12,  1789;  and  Dorothy, 
who  married  John  Lattimore. 

In  1801  Cornelius  Van  Etten  married  Anna 
Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  born  December 
25,  1777,  and  died  January  23,  1852.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (1)  Rachel,  born  August  4,  1803, 

died  January  7,  1880;  she  married,  November  17, 
1824,  Philip  McCarty,  born  December  23,  1804, 
died  March  24,  1885,  and  their  children  were  Cor- 
nelius, Margaret,  Amanda  and  Jacob,  all  deceased. 
(2)  Solomon  is  more  fully  mentioned  below.  (3) 
Amos,  born  September  25,  1808,  died  October  15, 
1889;  he  married,  December  15,  1841,  Lydia  Caro- 
line Thrall,  of  Milford,  born  June  25,  1818,  died 
December  11,  1898,  and  their  children  were  Edgar 
(general  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Central 
railroad),  Samuel  S.,  John  T.,  Emma  (wife  of  C. 
F.  Van  Inwegen,  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Port  Jervis),  Amos  (of  Kingston,  N.  Y.), 
and  Anna  Caroline  (who  died  April  11,  1872,  un- 
married). (4)  Mary,  born  January  26,  1811,  died, 
unmarried,  November  20,  1894.  (5  Catherine  Ann, 

born  December  16,  1813,  is  still  living;  she  is  un- 
married. (6)  Robert  K.,  born  May  6,  1816,  died 
August  20,  1899.  He  married  Eliza  Palmer,  who 
died  March  20,  1899,  and  their  children  were  Cor- 
nelius (of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.),  Lydia  A.  (wife  of 
Frank  Singmaster,  of  Wellington,  Iowa),  James 
I’.,  John  P.,  and  Hannah  (of  Delaware  township). 
(7)  Margaret,  born  October  19,  1818,  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1892.  She  married  Benjamin  Cole,  Octo- 
ber 26,  1S39,  and  their  children  are  Sarah  Jane, 
wife  of  John  Van  Etten;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  B.  A. 
Westbrook;  Samantha,  wife  of  John  C.  Swart- 
wout ; Mary  Alice,  wife  of  John  T.  Van  Auken ; 
Susan  Ann,  wife  of  Electus  ShinuT:  and  George 
N.  (8)  Amanda  W.,  born  May  27,  1822,  married 
Henry  M.  Courtright;  they  had  no  children. 

Solomon  Van  Etten,  father  of  our  subject,  and 
eldest  son  of  Cornelius  Van  Etten,  was  born  May 
18,  1806,  and  died  September  2,  1873.  On  Novem- 
ber 9,  1S37.  he  married  Hannah  Mettler,  who  was 


born  December  30,  1812,  and  died  August  31,  1894. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Matthias  and  Mary  (Hix- 
son) Mettler,  natives  of  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J., 
the  former  born  August  25,  1778,  the  latter  No- 
vember 2,  1781.  They  lived  for  some  years  at  Ox- 
ford, N.  J.,  and  then  removed  to  Sandyston  town- 
ship, Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  they  died,  the  father 
on  June  23,  1845,  and  the  mother  on  December  23, 
1863.  To  the  union  of  Solomon  and  Hannah 
(Mettler)  Van  Etten  were  born  the  following  chil- 
■ dren  : William  M. ; Amos  Smith  ; John  Hixson, 

our  subject;  Cornelius  Smith,  born  December  13, 
1846,  a physician  residing  in  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y. ; 
Matthias  Alettler,  residing  in  Dover,  N.  J.,  born 
June  5,  1849;  Benjamin  F.,  who  married  Emily 
Kleinhaus ; and  Anna  Alary.  William  AL,  Amos 
S.,  Benjamin  F.  and  Anna  Alary  are  now  deceased. 

John  Hixson  Van  Etten.  third  son  of  Solo- 
mon Van  Etten,  was  born  October  13,  1843,  in 
Delaware  township.  He  passed  his  early  years  on 
a farm,  attended  district  school,  prepared  for  col- 
lege under  William  Rankin,  at  Chester,  N.  J.,  and 
entering  Williams  College,  in  Alassaclnisetts,  grad- 
uated in  1866.  He  read,  law  with  Hon.  William 
Davis,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Alonroe  county  in  Alay,  1869,  and  to  that  of 
Pike  in  September,  1870.  He  is  a member  of  Alil- 
ford  Lodge  No.  344,  F.  & A.  AT,  of  which  he  was 
for  eight  years  Alaster.  He  was  elected  school 
director  of  the  Independent  school  district  of  Alil- 
ford  in  1889.  and  re-elected  in  1892,  serving  six 
years.  He  established  the  Pike  County  Press,  Re- 
publican, November  1,  1895,  and  has  since  been  its 
editor  and  publisher. 

On  October  7,  1874,  Air.  Van  Etten  married 
Adelaide  J.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  and  Amanda 
( DeCamp ) Kanouse,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  named  children : Lila 

Barker,  Bessie  Hixson  and  John  DeCamp. 

SETH  S.  AIILLER,  AL  D„  a talented  young 
physician  of  Susquehanna,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
a successful  exponent  of  the  principles  of  Hahne- 
mann, and  already  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative 
clientele,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Simmons  & 
Aliller. 

Dr.  Aliller  was  born  at  Susquehanna  June  20, 
1867,  and  is  of  French  descent  in  the  paternal  line. 
His  grandfather  was  a resident  of  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  James  Aliller,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  there,  in  early  manhood  com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county  and  settling  upon  a 
farm  in  New  AI il ford  township,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and  in  politics 
is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
married  Eliza  E.  Schoonover,  who  is  of  German 
ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Newark  A alley,  N.  Y., 
and  our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  in  a family  of 
five,  the  others  being:  Loula  AL,  wife  of  H.  W. 
Cobb:  Bertha  A.,  wife  of  Clarence  Shay:  Orlie  A., 
who  married  F.  11.  Potter:  and  Hugh  C..  the 
youngest,  residing  at  Nineveh,  New  York. 
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Dr.  Miller’s  education  was  begun  in  the  schools 
of  the  Lanesboro  district.  Susquehanna  county,  and 
later  he  attended  Windsor  Academy,  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  for  a time,  graduating  from  that  insti- 
tution. Having  decided  upon  entering  the  medi-  I 
cal  profession,  he  took  a preparatory  course  in  the 
office  of  his  present  partner,  Dr.  S.  S.  Simmons, 
of  Susquehanna,  and  then  spent  three  years  as  a 
student  in  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
111.,  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1896.  The  usual  \ 
period  of  prospecting  for  a suitable  location  fol- 
lowed, but  he  wisely  concluded  to  settle  down  where  | 
he  was  well  known,  and  on  June  28,  1897,  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Susquehanna  with  Dr.  Sim- 
mons. Socially  he  is  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  an 
active  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  while  politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

During  the  summer  of  1896  the  Doctor  met, 
at  London,  Wis.  (where  he  was  located  for  about 
nine  months),  Miss  Margaret  W.  McVicar,  and 
they  were  married  there  September  28,  1899. 

IRA  MOSS,  a prominent  business  man  of 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  New  Milford  Milk  Co.,  and  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  shipping  milk,  wholesale,  to 
dealers  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  While  the 
demands  of  this  rapidly-growing  business  prevent  i 
him  from  giving  attention  to  other  lines  of  work, 
he  was  formerly  interested  in  agriculture,  and  he 
still  owns  a line  farm  near  New  Milford, 

Mr.  Moss  comes  of  good  New  England  stock 
in  the  paternal  line,  the  Moss,  of  Morse,  family 
having  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day.  The 
father  of  our  subject  always  called  himself  Morse, 
though  all  of  his  six  brothers  took  the  name  of 
Moss,  as  do  also  his  children.  Richard  Morse,  j 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  July  4,  1805, 
in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  coun-  j 
ty  alone,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  as  a clock  ped-  | 
dler.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Milford,  and  I 
after  continuing  successfully  for  many  years,  re- 
tired in  the  spring  of  1865,  making  his  home  in 
New  Milford,  where  he  died  October  19,  same 
year,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  From  early  youth  he  ! 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  ! 
and  his  sterling  qualities  of  character  gained  for 
him  the  esteem  of  the  community.  At  times  he 
held  township  offices,  serving  as  supervisor,  assessor 
and  school  director.  On  March  1,  1830,  Mr.  Morse 
married  Fidelia  Ann  Badger,  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  born  April  19,  1810.  who  died  March 
29,  1886,  in  New  Milford.  To  Richard  and  Fi- 
delia Ann  Morse  came  the  following  children: 
Joel  A.,  born  August  5,  1832.  is  a farmer  at  Mis- 
soula, Mont.:  he  was  married  ■September  10, 

1867,  to  Readie  Moss,  and  they  had  two  sons — 
Charles  Henry  and  Edgar,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  October  3t,  1894,  aged  twenty-two  years  and 
two  months.  Henry,  born  October  23,  1833,  is 
a retired  mine  operator  at  Missoula;  on  Novein-  | 
her  27,  1871,  he  married  Calista  F.  Morton,  j 


who  died  April  14,  1896,  aged  nearly  fifty- 
eight  years;  they  had  no  children.  Sabrina,  born 
September  17,  1840,  died  September  9,  1841.  Fred- 
erick Freeman,  born  June  26,  1842,  a tanner  at 
Great  Bend,  now  resides  at  New  Milford;  on  March 
15,  1870,  he  married  Ida  H.  Osman,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children — Richard  Hilan, 
born  January  1,  1871  ( who  was  married  Decem- 
ber 12,  1893,  to  V.irgie  Cook,  and  has  one  son,  Hen- 
ry Harold,  born  November  9,  1894 J ; Mabel  Louise, 
born  November  12,  1873  (who  was  married  April 
12,  1898,  to  Charles  N.  Wood,  and  has  one  son, 
Fred,  born  September  16,  1899)  ; Mary  Grace,  born 
November  11,  1878  (died  September  28,  1883  ) ; 
Ray  Winthrop,  born  February  11,  1885  ; and  George 
Eatherlv,- born  August  19,  1887.  Ira,  our  subject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Lloyd  and  Loyal, 
twins,  were  born  March  20,  1848 ; the  former 
died  September  9,  1850,  the  latter  September  17, 
1850. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  17,  1844,  on  tbe 
homestead  which  he  now  occupies.  As  a boy  he 
became  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  manage- 
ment, and  at  twenty-seven  he  purchased  the  place 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1893.  In  1891 
he  formed  a partnership  with  L.  W.  Moore.  E.  L. 
Aldrick,  and  William  Van  Cott,  for  disposing  of 
milk  at  wholesale  in  the  markets  of  New  Fork  and 
Philadelphia,  the  firm  being  since  known  as  the 
New  Milford  Milk  Co.,  and  in  1893  he  removed 
to  the  village,  placing  the  active  management  of  his 
farm  in  other  hands.  He  has  always  been  active 
in  local  affairs,  being  a stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  he  has  held  office  as  school  director  and 
poor  commissioner.  On  April  28,  1897,  he  and  his 
wife  became  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
New  Milford,  and  he  is  also  an  influential  worker 
in  the  local  Grange. 

On  December  27,  1864,  Mr.  Moss  was  married, 
at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Harriet  Mary  Gillespie, 
who  was  born  July  1,  1847,  and  five  children  have 
blessed  the  union : ( 1 ) Anna,  born  September  2, 
1867,  died  October  18,  same  year.  (2)  Belle,  born 
July  21,  1869,  was  married  September  8.  1887.  to 
\\  illiam  H.  Van  Cott.  a farmer  of  New  Milford 
township,  and  died  March  24.  1893.  They  had 
three  children — Homer  Moss,  born  November  4, 
1888;  Lucia  Belle,  February  28.  1890:  and  Ira 
Moss,  March  20,  1893.  (3)  Theodore  Norton,  born 
July  26,  7871,  died  December  30.  same  year.  (4) 
Gertrude  Louise,  born  September  14,  1873,  was 
married  August  20,  1896.  to  Edson  Andrew  Benson, 
who  is  principal  of  the  New  Milford  graded  school, 
where  five  teachers  are  engaged.  He  is  a Baptist 
in  religious  connection,  his  wife  a Methodist:  tliev 
have  no  children.  (5)  Mattie  Gillespie,  born  March 
to,  1875,  died  December  27,  1896, 

The  Gillespie  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Moss 
belongs,  is  well-known  in  this  section,  her  grandpar- 
ents having  come  from  Orange  countv,  N.  Y..  in 
pioneer  times.  Her  great-grandfather.  Robert  Gil- 
lespie, was  a farmer  in  Orange  county,  and  died  at 


' 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1127 


Xewburg,  X".  Y.,  aged  seventy  years.  Jonathan 
Gillespie,  her  grandfather,  was  horn  and  reared  in 
Orange  county,  and  was  married  in  early  manhood, 
at  Beemerville,  X.  J.,  to  Leah  Dunning,  a native 
of  that  place.  In  1837  he  removed  to  Susquehanna 
county,  renting  a farm  in  Xew  Milford  township, 
and  three  years  later  he  purchased  the  Leach  farm, 
near  New  Milford,  where  his  remaining  years  were 
spent.  He  died  in  June,  1840,  aged  forty- five 
years  and  three  months ; his  wife  died  in  January, 
1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Harford.  This 
worthy  couple  had  the  following  children : Susan, 
who  married  Cook  McDowell,  and  died  six  years 
later;  Ann,  widow  of  Charles  L.  Phillips,  of  Branch- 
ville,  X.  J.;  Robert,  father  of  Mrs.  Moss ; Andrew, 
a farmer,  who  died  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  June  29, 
1899,  aged  75  years;  Jane,  wife  of  Thompson  Van 
Fleet,  a retired  farmer  at  New  Milford;  Isaac,  a 
painter,  who  died  at  New  Milford,  April  1,  1896, 
aged  nearly  seventy  years;  John,  a railroad  con- 
ductor, living  at  Altamont,  N.  Y. ; Amanda,  who 
married  Wallace  Barrett,  and  died  in  New  Milford 
township,  April  12,  1873 ; and  Carrie,  widow  of 
Wallace  Barrett,  just  mentioned,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  for  many  vears  a resident  of  Bing- 
hamton, New  York. 

Robert  Gillespie,  father  of  Mrs,  Moss,  was 
born  June  26,  1822,  in  Crawford  town.  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1837.  Fie  remained  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  the  farm,  a 
tract  of  100  acres,  and  after  operating  it  for  one 
and  one-half  years  rented  it  to  his  brother  Isaac. 
After  spending  two  years  at  the  home  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Rev.  Jesse  B.  Worden,  he  returned  to  his 
own  homestead,  occupying  same  until  March,  1884, 
when  he  sold  it  and  removed  to  Xew  Milford.  For 
many  years  he  was  interested  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness, being  noted  for  excellent  judgment  as  a dealer, 
and  he  has  accumulated  a handsome  competence. 
He  owns  one  farm,  which  he  rents,  but  makes  his 
home  with  our  subject.  In  politics  he  is  a Republi- 
can. and  since  1891  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Xew  Milford.  On  October 
16,  1845,  Mr.  Gillespie  was  married,  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Martha  E. 
Worden,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children,  Har- 
riet Mary,  Mrs.  Moss,  being  the  eldest;  Theodore 
P.  married  Melissa  L.  Fish.  October  7,  1874,  and 
they  have  one  child.  Lucia  May,  born  January  9, 
1 880 ; they  reside  in  Binghamton.  X.  Y..  where  he 
is'  employed  as  a clerk  in  a hardware  store;  Xorton 
Woulen  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Gillespie  was  born 
January  1.1822.  in  Marcellus,  X.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Jesse  B.  and  Hannah  ( Xorton)  ‘Worden.  PTer 
father  was  born  July  18,  1787,  in  Richmond,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  R.  I.,  and  entered  the  ministrv  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  preached  in  Marcellus  seven- 
teen years;  moved  to  Montrose.  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  and  preached  nine  years;  and  thence  to  Jack- 
son,  Susquehanna  county,  where  lie  lived  until  his 


death,  August  6,  1855.  On  December  26,  1813,  he 
married  Hannah  Xorton,  who  was  born  February 
7,  1797,  in  Sangerfield,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  died 
in  Jackson,  July  4,  1849.  This  worthy  couple  had 
five  children. 

WILLIAM  B.  BEAUMOXT,  M.  D„  who 
makes  his  home  at  West  Auburn,  Susquehanna 
county,  enjoys  an  extensive  general  practice  in  that 
region,  though  he  established  himself  there  within 
the  present  decade.  Dr.  Beaumont  is  a native  of 
the  county,-  born  February  4,  1S65,  at  Ararat,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Adelia  M.  ( Peet ) Beaumont. 

Thomas  Beaumont  was  born  January  3,  1841, 
in  England,  and  came  thence  to  the  United  States 
in  1843  with  his  parents,  John  and  Jane  Beaumont, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a woolen  manufacturer 
by  occupation.  They  located  first  at  Montrose, 
Penn.,  where  they  made  their  home  for  several 
years,  removing  thence,  in  1850,  to  Ararat  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  they  built  a log 
cabin  in  the  woods.  For  a number  of  years  John 
Beaumont  went  back  to  Montrose  and  worked  in 
the  factory,  while  his  wife  stayed  and  cared  for  the 
children.  In  1861  he  rented  H.  B.  Ingham's  fac- 
tory, at  Camptown,  Bradford  county,  and  ran  it 
for  five  years,  doing  considerable  manufacturing, 
and  then,  returning  to  Ararat,  kept  a grocery  at  the 
Summit,  while  the  Jefferson  Branch  railroad  was 
being  built.  At  the  time  he  was  badly  crippled  with 
rheumatism,  and  he  died  in  1883.  Mrs.  Jane  Beau- 
mont, now  eighty  years  old,  is  living  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Amos  Avery,  near  Ararat. 

Thomas  Beaumont  married  Adelia  M.  Peet, 
who  was  born  February  4,  1846,  in  Bradford  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ada  (Baldwin) 
Peet,  the  former  a native  of  England,  the  latter  of 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Thomas  Peet  came  to 
this  country  in  1829.  when  nine  years  old.  with  his 
father,  Philip  Peet,  who  was  then  a widower,  and 
who  had  left  his  other  child,  George,  in  care  of 
an  aunt  in  England.  This  was  the  voyage  of  the 
famous  shipwreck  mentioned  elsewhere,  and  it  is 
said  that  during  the  shipwreck,  when  other  passen- 
gers were  greatly  alarmed,  this  boy  of  nine  years 
was  sitting  in  the  cabin  quietly  reading  his  Bible. 
His  brother  George  remained  in  England  twenty 
years,  and  on  coming  to  this  country  settled  in  the 
same  locality  with  Thomas,  after  which  the  brothers 
were  never  separated.  Thomas  Peet  was  a man  of 
great  force  of  character,  and  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  lived  first  in  Susquehanna 
county,  later  moving  to  Bradford  county,  where  he 
made  a permanent  home,  dying  there  in  1S92:  he 
was  a farmer  by  vocation.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Bradford  county.  During  the  Civil  war 
Thomas  Beaumont  was  drafted,  and  served  for  nine 
months  as  a member  of  Company  D.  171st  P.  V.  I., 
being  with  the  regiment  at  Suffolk,  Ya..  Xewbern. 
X.  C.,  Mill  Creek.  W hite  Oak  River.  Pollocksviile, 
Blount’s  Creek,  Xew  Flope  school  house.  Swift 
Creek  Village,  Little  Washington  and  White  House 
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Landing.  After  his  return  from  the  army  he  took 
up  farming,  in  1866  settling  in  Bradford  county, 
where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
also  been  successful  as  an  apiarist.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  three  children,  viz. : William  B. ; Frank, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; anti  Mabel, 
wife  of  Martin  Bramhall,  a carpenter  of  Camptown, 
Pennsylvania. 

William  B.  Beaumont  remained  on  the  home 
farm  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  receiving  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  For  five  years  he  taught  school 
during  the  winter  months.  Entering  the  Susque- 
hanna Collegiate  Institute,  at  Towanda,  in  1884,  he 
graduated  in  the  Latin-Scientific  course,  in  1887, 
having  worked  on  the  farm  summers  and  taught 
one  winter  term  meantime.  In  1888  he  began 
reading  medicine  under  Dr.  P.  H.  Sumner,  of 
Camptown,  Penn.,  after  a year  of  private  study 
entering  the  College  of  Physicians  & Surgeons,  at 
Baltimore,  Aid.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1891,  with  honors.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
general  practice  in  Susquehanna  county,  residing 
at  West  Auburn,  and  he  has  met  with  flattering 
success  in  his  profession,  building  up  a large  and 
lucrative  practice  by  skill  and  efficiency  in  his  atten- 
tion to  his  patients.  Dr.  Beaumont  keeps  thorough- 
ly abreast  of  the  times  in  his  chosen  calling,  but  he 
has  also  found  time  to  interest  himself  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  which  he  has  settled, 
and  he  has  served  as  school  director  since  1896. 
His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party. 

On  August  5,  1892,  Dr.  Beaumont  was  mar- 
ried, at  West  Auburn,  to  Miss  Iona  L.  Fuller,  and 
they  have  two  daughters — Ethel  and  Gladys.  Airs. 
Beaumont  was  born  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  daughter  of  Josiali  O.  and  Emma 
(Peet)  Fuller,  prominent  residents  of  West  Au- 
burn, who  are  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  Doctor 
has  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in  Auburn. 

THEODORE  H.  BAKER  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  since  earlv  in  the 
present  century  the  family  of  that  name— descend- 
ants of  John  Baker,  a Quaker,  of  Chester  countv, 
this  State — have  been  among  the  substantial  and 
useful  men  and  women  of  their  several  localities. 
The  family  was  founded  in  this  countrv  at  an  earlv 
day,  by  three  brothers  of  Scottish  birth. 

The  great-grandparents  of  our  subject,  and 
the  progenitors  of  the  family  in  Susquehanna 
county,  were  John  and  Hannah  Baker,  the  former 
a native  of  Chester  county,  Penn. : she  was  a niece 
of  Daniel  Boone.  Their  son,  Joseph  Baker,  was 
born  June  26,  1768,  in  Chester  cojmty,  and  on 
reaching  man's  estate  was  married  there  to  Eliza- 
beth Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  Chester  countv 
May  7,  1769,  daughter  of  William  and  Deborah 
Baldwin.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were: 
John,  born  in  1788,  married  Emily  Johnson,  and  1 


resided  in  Dimock  township,  living  to  be  over 
eighty-five  years  of  age;  Deborah,  born-  in  1790. 
married  Amos  Baldwin,  and  resided  in  Chester 
county,  Penn.;  Hannah,  born  in  J791.  married 
j Abraham  Bailey,  of  Dimock  township ; William  was 
j born  in-  1793;  Alary,  born  in  1794,  married  Levi 
i Bailey,  of  Chester  county,  Penn. ; Joseph  was  born 
in  1797;  Eli  was  born  in  1799;  Eliza,  born  in  1801. 
i married  Samuel  Woodward,  of  Brooklyn  township : 
Alargaret,  born  in  1802,  married  Ezekiel  \\  . Har- 
lan, of  Alauch  Chunk,  Penn. ; Julia  was  born  in  1S04  : 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1806,  married  George  Gates,  of 
Dimock,-  who  lived  to  be  eighty-nine  years  of  age ; 
Abeline,  born  in  1810,  married  Urbane  Smith,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Dimock  township;  and  Isaac 
P.  is  referred  to  farther  on.  All  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  except  Deborah,  who  married  and 
settled  in  Chester  county. 

Joseph  Baker  possessed  considerable  wealth, 
owning  valuable  land  on  the  Brandywine,  and  was 
an  active,  go-ahead  and  thorough  business  man. 
owning  and  operating  on  the  Brandywine  river,  in 
Chester  county,  a gristmill,  sawmill  and  nail  works. 
In  1815  he  was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Simon  Snyder, 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  townships  of  East  Fal- 
lowfield,  West  Alarlboro  and  Xewlin,  Chester 
county,  and  he  held  that  office  until  his  removal 
thence.  All  his  property,  with  his  books,  papers, 
etc.,  was  destroyed  in  the  great  floods  on  the 
Brandywine,  and  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
in  the  spring  of  1822,  bringing  his  family,  with  the 
exception  of  his  eldest  daughter.  He  first  located 
on  the  Boyd  place,  in  Bridgewater  township,  shortly 
afterward  removing  to  Dimock  township,  where 
the  year  previous  lie  had  purchased  300  acres  of 
land  at  Dimock  Four  Corners.  He  followed  farm- 
ing here,  and  made  many  improvements  upon  his 
property,  but  a stroke  of  paralysis  several  years 
prior  to  his  death  disabled  him  and  prevented  him 
from  continuing  the  work.  He  passed  away  Janu- 
ary 10,  1873,  his  wife  Alarch  2,  1843,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Judge  Isaac  P.  Baker,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Chester  county,  February  7.  1812,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was  reared  to 
agriculture  on  the  home  farm.  He  had  very 
limited  educational  advantages,  having  to  walk  sev- 
eral miles  to  attend  school.  At  the  age  of  twentv- 
one  he  engaged  in  boating  coal  for  one  vear.  from 
Alauch  Chunk  to  Philadelphia,  and  often  with  the 
late  Judge  Asa  Parker,  who  was  then  similarlv 
occupied.  Returning  to  the  old  homestead,  which 
comprised  106  acres,  he  successfully  operated  same 
for  many  years,  and  in  1837  began  his  career  as  a 
cattle  drover,  buying  in  Pennsylvania.  Ohio  and 
New  York,  and  driving  to  the  eastern  Pennsvlva- 
nia  markets.  He  continued  to  engage  in  that  busi- 
ness throughout  his  active  life,  always  farming, 
however,  in  connection  therewith,  and  in  1872  re- 
tired from  the  cattle  trade  to  his  farm,  residing 
there  until  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Dimock  Four 
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Corners ; he  continued  to  reside  there  until  his 
death. 

After  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Baker  united 
with  the  Whigs,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  became  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters, being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  same  in 
his  locality,  and  heartily  entering  into  the  work  of 
setting  it  out  on  its  mission.  Being  one  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community, 
he  was  honored  with  several  township  offices,  and  in 
1861  he  was  one  of  the  nominees  of  his  party  for 
the  office  of  Associate  Judge,  was  elected,  and  most 
creditably  and  satisfactorily  tilled  that  office  for 
five  years,  serving  with  the  late  Judge  Charles  F. . 
Read,  of  -Montrose.  For  four  years  Judge  Baker 
sat  on  the  Bench  with  Judge  Mercur,  afterward  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
and  for  one  year  with  the  late  Judge  Farris  B. 
Streeter.  Like  his  father  before  him,  Judge  Baker 
was  a most  thorough  and  successful  business  man, 
of  integrity  and  high  character.  Fie  was  self-made, 
influential,  and  highly  respected  in  the  county. 

In  1839  Judge  Baker  was  married,  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  to  Miss  Annis  H.,  daughter  of 
William  Gaylord  and  Elizabeth  (Carrington) 
Handrick,  of  Middletown,  Susquehanna  county, 
originally  from  Woodbridge.  Conn.,  who  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children  ; the  father  died  in  For- 
est Lake.  She  was  born  August  15,  1814,  and  was 
a woman  of  intelligence,  character  and  many 
virtues.  Both  the  Judge  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  having  united  with 
same  in  1841,  under  the  preaching  of  the  late  Rev. 
A.  L.  Post.  Judge  Baker  died  May  3,  1888.  and 
his  widow  survived  two  years,  passing  away  in 
1890.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Elizabeth,  born 

in  1S42.  married  L.  W.  Hamlin,  of  Hollisterville, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  leaving  three  children — Euzelia, 
who  married  Milton  Biesecker,  and  has  one  child. 
Elizabeth:  Harry  B..  an  attorney  of  Wilkes  Barre. 
who  married  Lillia  Pabst ; and  Edward,  an  insur- 
ance agent  at  Wilkes  Barre.  who  married  Bessie 
Allen,  and  has  one  child,  Harris.  (2)  Theodore 
H.,  born  August  9,  1844,  is  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view. (3)  Lillie  A.,  born  in  1847,  's  tbe  wife  of 
Dr.  F.  L.  Hollister,  of  Wilkes  Barre.  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  F.  P. 
(4)  Isabella  E.,  born  in  1851,  died  in  1864.  (5) 

William  J..  ex-prothonotary  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. lives  in  Montrose. 

Theodore  H.  Baker  was  burn  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared,  his  education  being  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools.  He  remained  at 
home,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  until  of 
age,  and  then  went  to  Hollisterville,  Penn.,  where 
he  conducted  a store  for  thirteen  years,  being  alone 
for  twelve  years,  and  in  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law  for  the  remainder  of  the  time.  Sell- 
ing his  property  there,  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, ami  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  the  past  years  he  has  given  considerable 


attention  to  the  raising  of  sheep  and  dairying,  but 
he  now  makes  a specialty  of  dairying,  keeping 
eighteen  cows  for  that  purpose.  Besides  the  old 
homestead,  comprising  106  acres,  he  has  twenty- 
five  acres  elsewhere  in  Dimock  township.  He  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles,  and  most  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  for  six  years,  and  while  a resident  of  Hol- 
listerville filled  the  office  of  postmaster  at  that 
place  for  six  years,  resigning  the  incumbency  when 
lie  left  the  place.  At  one  time  he  was  a member  of 
the  Grange,  and  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  many  years,  and  with 
the  Masonic  lodge  at  Montrose  for  fifteen  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  has  ever  cheerfully 
given  his  support  to  any  object  that  tends  to  pub- 
lic development.  His  name  is  a synonym  for  hon- 
orable business  dealing,  and  he  is  always  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  invaluable  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  Dimock  township  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eugenia  B.  Brush,  who  was 
born  August  6,  1844,  and  they  have  one  son.  Isaac 
P.,  born  June  21,  1872,  who  on  December  16.  1S97, 
married  Maud  Miles,  daughter  of  Handrick  C.  and 
Mary  (Allen)  Miles,  and  follows  farming  in 
Dimock  township. 

Lewis  Brush,  Mrs.  Baker’s  father,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Penn.,  June  6,  1801,  and  in  early  life 
lived  for  a time  in  Great  Bend  and  Plarmony  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county,  removing  to  Dimock 
township  in  1838.  There  he  bought  a tract  of  land' 
and  followed  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
in  1843-44  served  as  a member  of  the  Legislature: 
he  was  also  justice  of  the  peace.  In  Montrose  he 
married  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Williams,  who  was  born 
June  19.  1S06,  and  died  February  22,  1861.  and 
his  death  occurred  July  22,  1866.  In  their 

family  were  nine  children,  namely:  Maria,  who 

died  in  infancy;  Dennison,  deceased:  Platt  Ed- 
! ward,  a surgeon  in  the  L'nion  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  who  is  now  deceased ; Bruce  L..  a farmer 
of  Elk  Lake,  Penn. : Helen  M.,  wife  of  T.  B.  A ill- 
I iarns : Cornelia,  deceased;  Eugenia  B..  wife  of  our 
I subject : Moselle,  wife  of  H.  A.  Willman.  of  Jerntyn. 
i Penn.;  and  Jefferson,  deceased.  Mrs.  Baker's 
j paternal  grandparents,  Jonas  and  Tamar  1 Bug- 
gies) Brush,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  respectively.  Jonas  Brush,  who  was  a man 
of  wide  experience  and  a lover  of  truth  and  justice, 
died  January  30.  1831.  aged  seventy-six  years. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted.  May  9, 
1775,  in  the  Ninth  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Xehe- 
miah  Beardsley,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
December  1 1,  of  the  same  year.  His  wife  was  born 
in  1763.  and  died  March  12,  1837.  Mrs.  Baker's 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Williams,  was  a native 
of  Groton.  Conn.,  and  a son  of  John  and  Theoda 
l Perkins)  Williams,  the  former  born  April  5.  1739. 
and  the  latter  December  6,  1730.  Their  children 
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were  Amey,  Elizabeth,  Jolin,  Michel,  Martha, 
Latham,  Tabitha  and  Lydia.  On  April  ir,  1790. 
in  Groton,  Conn.,  John  Williams  married  Prudence 
Palmer,  who  was  born  July  21,  1770,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  thirteen  children : Fannie, 

wife  of  Xathan  Morgan:  Eunice,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  B. 
Dennison;  Andrew,  who  died  in  infancy;  Maria, 
wife  of  Isaac  H.  Ross ; John  and  Angelina,  both 
of  whom  died  in  infancy;  John,  who  died  young; 
Palmer,  who  married,  and  lived  in  Pennsylvania; 
Luke  Anson,  deceased  : Lucy  Ann,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Baker;  Gurdon  D.,  who  lived  in  Pennsylvania,  as 
his  father  came  to  this  State  in  1811  ; Asa,  who  died 
young;  and  George  Denes,  who  lived  in  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Missouri. 

CHARLES  BOYDEX.  who  has  efficiently 
served  as  treasurer  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Susquehanna 
borough,  is  descended  from  Thomas  Boyden,  one 
of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  who  came  from  Scotland  to 
America  in  1634,  as  one  of  the  Massachusetts  Col- 
ony. From  this  first  American  ancestor,  who  re- 
mained in  Massachusetts,  came  the  Boydens  of  this 
country,  many  of  whom  remained  in  Xew  England,  j 
where  yet  reside  the  posterity  of  Thomas  Boy- 
den to  the  seventh  and  eighth  generations. 

Treasurer  Charles  Boyden  is  in  the  fourth  gen- 
eration from  Elijah  Boyden,  the  line  of  descent 
being  through  Joshua  Boyden  and  Alonzo  Boyden. 
Elijah  Boyden,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  a resident  of  Buckland.  Mass.,  where  he 
owned  a farm,  and  in  connection  with  agricultural 
pursuits  he  was  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes.  He  married  Polly  Grout.  Joshua  Boyden, 
their  son,  was  born,  reared  and  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Buckland,  Mass.  He  married  Laura  Tay- 
lor. Alonzo  Boyden,  son  of  Joshua  Boyden.  and  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  now,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety,  venerable  and  grand, 
along  with  his  aged  wife,  formerly  Miss  Delilia 
Tillman,  passing  the  evening  of  life  on  the  farm  in 
Oakland  township,  surrounded  by  their  many  chil- 
dren. A sketch  of  their  lives,  with  that  of  the  fam- 
ily historv,  appears  elsewhere. 

Charles  Boyden  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  June  17.  1850.  at  Milford,  in  Pike  countv.  He 
was  there  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received 
a common-school  education,  attending  the  schools 
of  Milford,  In  1870,  at  the  age  of  twenty  vears, 
young  Boyden  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re- 
moval to  the  farm  in  Oakland,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, upon  which  the  parents  have  since  lived,  and  for 
a period  aided  in  conducting  the  farm.  Later  he 
associated  himself  with  his  brother  George  in  the 
lumber  business  which  they  established  on  the  home- 
stead. there  operating  a sawmill,  manufacturing  all 
kinds  of  lumber.  In  addition  to  this  enterprise, 
which  is  yet  a live  plant.  Charles  Boyden  established 
in  Susquehanna,  along  in  the  early  eighties,  a hard- 
ware store,  in  connection  with  which  business  he 
has  an  extensive  lumber  yard,  handling  sash,  doors, 


| blinds,  glass  and  all  kinds  of  building  material.  Bv 
I his  energy,  enterprise,  and  "snap,"  coupled  with 
! good  judgment  and  business  ability,  he  has  rapidly 
j come  to  the  front,  and  has  taken  rank  with  the 
younger  successful  and  substantial  men  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  A stanch  Republican  in  political 
views,  and  an  influential  worker  in  the  party,  he 
was  in  1893  a formidable  candidate  before  the  Re- 
publican county  convention  for  the  nomination  for 
county  treasurer.  In  1896  he  was  made  the  nom- 
inee of  the  party  for  that  office,  and  his  election  by 
a handsome  majority  followed  in  Xovember  of  the 
same  year.  In  referring  to  his  nomination  at  the 
time  the  Independent  Republican  spoke  of  Mr.  Boy- 
• den  in  very  complimentary  terms,  and  we  extract 
the  following:  "Charles  Boyden,  of  Susquehanna, 
the  next  treasurer,  is  a prominent  and  popular  busi- 
ness man.  He  is  known  among  his  neighbors  to  be 
an  honest  and  upright  man,  and  they  have  shown 
their  confidence  in  him  on  numerous  occasions  when 
he  has  been  elected  to  positions  of  trust  in  a Demo- 
cratic town.  Mr.  Boyden  is  well  qualified  for  the 
office  of  treasurer  and  the  voters  of  this  county  will 
make  no  mistake  in  polling  an  old-fashioned  ma- 
jority for  Charles  Boyden.”  He  has  most  efficiently 
and  satisfactorily  filled  that  office,  his  term  expir- 
ing December  31,  1899. 

On  October  13,  1883,  Mr.  Boyden  was  mar- 
ried, to  Jennie,  daughter  of  William  Miles,  of  Sus- 
quehanna. Mrs.  Boyden  died  in  1896,  leaving  two 
daughters,  Eva  and  Laura.  In  1898  Mr.  Boyden 
was  married  to  Ada,  daughter  of  George  Miller, 
who  is  master  mechanic  in  the  railroad  shops  at 
Elmira,  Xew  York. 

MORGAX  SHUTTS  (deceased)  was  a well- 
known  mason  and  farmer  of  Oakland  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  through  the  many  years 
of  his  identification  with  that  county  enjoyed  the 
highest  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  by  reason  of 
his  strict  integrity  and  true  manhood. 

Mr.  Shutts  was  born  in  Maryland,  Otsego  Co., 
X’.  Y.,  in  October,  1808,  a son  of  Fayette  and  Mar- 
garet Shutts,  of  Otsego  county,  where  they  were 
married  and  made  their  home  for  many  years.  The 
father  finally  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  spent  his  last  days  with  his  sons,  dying  here  in 
1878.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : ( 1 ) Harrv 
was  a physician  of  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  for  a number  of  vears  and  there 
died,  leaving  two  children — John  B.,  still  a resi- 
dent of  Lanesboro;  and  Pauline,  wife  of  John 
Dodge,  of  the  same  place.  (2)  Hannah  married 
Charles  Cross,  of  Illinois,  where  both  died,  leaving 
four  children.  (3)  Edward  B.  went  to  Peoria.  111., 
where  he  married  and  made  his  home  until  his  death. 
His  only  child.  Maria,  married  W illiam  Cottom,  of 
Illinois.  (4)  Elsie  married  Rev.  Joseph  Lewis,  of 
Illinois,  and  they  died  leaving  two  sons,  now  resi- 
dents of  Peoria.  111.  (5)  Morgan,  our  subject,  com- 
pletes this  family.  For  his  second  wife  the  father 
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married  Phoebe  Tyler,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren : ( I ) Ruth  first  married  a Mr.  Hoyt,  by  whom 
she  had  one  daughter,  now  deceased,  and  for  her  ] 
second  husband  she  wedded  Allen  Fenn,  of  Wor- 
cester, X.  Y.,  where  he  died  leaving  a daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Jones.  (2)  Xelson  F.  is  a resident  of 
Starrucca,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren— Burton,  a resident  of  Iowa;  Tyler;  Edward, 
who  was  killed  by  the  cars  in  Missouri,  while  work- 
ing in  that  State;  and  Angelia,  wife  of  George 
Lowrie,  a merchant  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Morgan  Shutts  was  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Otsego  county,  X.  Y.,  for  his  education, 
and  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  mason's  trade 
there.  In  1831  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Esther  Cromwell,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Vandalenda)  Cromwell,  of  Otsego  county. 
Her  father  spent  his  last  days  in  Canada.  For 
some  years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shutts 
continued  to  reside  in  Otsego  county,  X.  Y.,  but  in 
1839  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  lo- 
cating on  the  farm  in  Oakland  township  where 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Andrews,  now  resides.  Here 
our  subject  owned  a large  tract,  part  of  which  he 
sold,  and  he  transformed  100  acres  of  wild  land 
into  a rich  and  productive  farm.  Throughout  life  he 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  his  labors  met  with  ex- 
cellent success.  He  died  upon  his  farm  in  March, 
1894,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  April.  1891,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  They 
led  consistent  Christian  lives,  and  were  devout 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  Air. 
Shutts  was  a Democrat,  and  he  held  a number  of 
local  offices,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
township  assessor  for  a number  of  years. 


Six  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Shutts 
namely:  (1)  Lewis  E.,  born  in  Otsego  county,  X. 


Bushnell,  of  Susquehanna,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Albert  AL,  a resident  of  the  same  place ; and 
Hattie  L.,  wife  of  Samuel  Banker,  of  Xineveh,  X. 
Y.  (2)  Alargaret  J.,  born  in  Otsego  county,  in 
October,  1833,  is  the  widow  of  John  Barnes,  of 
Susquehanna,  and  has  two  children,  Eugene  and 
Acie  Phine  (widow  of  William  Payne,  of  Colorado). 
(3)  Elmera,  born  in  Otsego  county,  X.  Y.,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1838,  received  a good  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  in  1859  married  Lauren  Xorton, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  some  years.  He  died  in  Colorado,  leaving  one 
son,  Alorgan  Xorton,  who  was  born  in  i860,  edu- 
cated in  the  local  schools  and  has  always  resided  on 
the  old  Shutts  homestead,  successfully  operating 
the  place.  In  1884  he  married  Aliss*  Verna  L.  Buck- 
1 in , who  was  born  and  reared  in  Yates  county,  X. 
Y.  She  was  a true  and  devout  Christian,  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a most  estimable  lady. 
She  died  in  1895,  leaving  three  sons,  Raymond  A., 
born  in  1887,  Ralph  B.,  born  in  1890,  and  Ala*  E., 


born  in  1892,  all  now  attending  school.  For  her 
second  husband  Airs.  Xorton  married  Ansel  A.  An- 
drews, of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  in  1897. 
She  now  resides  with  her  only  child,  Alorgan  Xort- 
on, on  the  old  homestead.  She  is  a lady  of  culture 
and  refinement,  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to 
charitable  work,  and  she  is  loved  and  respected  bv 
her  neighbors  and  many  friends.  She  and  her  son 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  quite 
prominent  in  Church  circles.  (4)  Raymond  \ ., 
the  fourth  child  of  Alorgan  Shutts,  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1841,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  (5)  Williametta,  born  in 
Alay,  1844,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, is  now  the  widow  of  Charles  Bravo,  of  Oak- 
land, who  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Hattie  E., 
wife  of  J.  B.  Femer,  of  Susquehanna  county.  (6) 
Angelia,  born  August  22,  1851,  died  when  a young 
lady. 

SYLVESTER  WESCOTT.  The  life  of  Air. 
j Wescott  has  exemplified  the  truth  of  the  adage  that 
j man  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  At  an 
early  age  he  was  thrown  largely  upon  his  own  re- 
j sources  and  the  strength  of  character  which  the 
early  struggle  for  the  necessities  of  life  developed, 

1 has  ever  attended  his  successful  career.  Air.  Wes- 
cott  adopted  agriculture  as  his  life  work.  His 
i view  of  life  has  not  narrowed  to  the  mere  cultiva- 
! tion  of  the  soil,  for  in  the  affairs  that  relate  to  moral 
1 and  mental  culture  he  has  ever  been  an  active  and 
prominent  participant,  bestowing  freely  his  time  and 
! energies  to  those  causes  which  encourage  human 
purposes. 

Air.  Wescott  was  born  in  Cortland  county,  AT. 
Y.,  January  18,  1835,  son  °f  Xathaniel  and  Abigail 
Wescott  and  grandson  of  Ephraim  Wescott.  The 
latter,  a native  of  Xew  England,  married  Freelove 
Stone  and  settled  in  Cranston,  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  died.  His  widow  removed  to  Xew  York  State 
and  later  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Asel ; 
Gardner;  Zina;  Xathaniel  (father  of  our  subject); 
Susie,  who  married  Clark  Green,  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and  Amy,  who  married  G.  Parker,  of  Xew  York. 
Xathaniel  Wescott  was  born  at  Cranston,  near 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  there  married  Abigail 
Abbro.  With  his  wife  and  seven  children  he  re- 
moved to  Virgil  township,  Cortland  county.  A".  Y., 
and  later  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn;,  near  Waverly  where  he  purchased  a 
farm.  Later  he  lived  for  some  years  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  he  died  in  Wyom- 
ing county,  in  1886,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  The 
children  of  Xathaniel  and  Abigail  Wescott  were  as 
follows  : Arnon,  deceased  ; Richmond,  of  Scranton  ; 
Alercy,  widow  of  L.  Harrington  and  of  H.  Yeaw,  of 
Rhode  Island ; Iiulda,  who  married  G.  C.  Reynolds, 
of  Abington,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased:  James,  a 
j farmer  of  Wyoming  county  : Roby,  wife  of  AI.  Staf- 
I ford,  of  Cortland  county,  X.  Y. ; Alary  Jane,  who 


■ 


■ 


1132 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


died  young;  Sylvester,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Thomas,  a carpenter  of  Blodgett  Mills,  Xcw  York. 

Sylvester  Wescott,  our  subject,  was  seven  years 
of  age,  when,  in  1842,  his  mother  died.  From  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  had  to  depend  solely  upon 
his  own  efforts  for  a livelihood.  His  school  ad- 
vantages were  limited,  but  he  was  eager  to  obtain 
an  education  and  cheerfully  worked  for  his  school- 
ing. He  was  married  in  Lenox  township  in  1856 
to  Sarah  Jerauld,  a school  teacher,'  daughter  of  Ray 
G.  Jerauld,  a pioneer  of  Luzerne  county  and  later 
a resident  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  died  in  1881  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wescott  Dupree 
Jerauld  was  and  emigrant  from  France  and  her 
grandfather,  James  Jerauld  was  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Rhode  Island.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wescott 
have  been  born  eight  children,  namely : Clara,  of 
Nicholson ; George,  of  Lenox  township ; Ada,  of 
Nicholson:  Marv  J.,  wife  of  B.  Powers,  of  La- 
Plume : Arthur,  deceased ; Ralph,  of  Lenox  town- 
ship: Ernest,  of  Lenox  township;  and  Mabel,  of 
Nicholson. 

Mr.  Wescott  began  married  life  as  the  owner  of 
fifty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Lenox  township.  This  he 
improved  and  upon  the  land  he  built  a home.  He 
followed  farming  upon  his  original  purchase,  and 
in  1886  he  purchased  sixty-five  acres  nearly  all  im- 
proved and  he  now  follows  general  and  dairy  farm- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  For  five  vears  he 
served  as  supervisor  and  for  two  years  as  overseer 
of  the  poor.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  joined 
the  Sixth  Principle  Baptist  Church,  his  wife  becom- 
ing a member  of  the  same.  They  have  since  been 
prominent  and  active  Church  workers  and  in  1892 
were  delegates  to  the  Baptist  Church  convention  at 
Wood  River,  Connecticut. 

JOHN  J.  STOCKHOLM,  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  and  postmaster  at  Hickory  Grove,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  js  a man  who  combines  the  vir- 
tues of  energy,  enterprise  and  industry,  and  to  these 
and  his  excellent  judgment  may  be  attributed  his 
success  in  life. 

Mr.  Stockholm  was  born  in  Dutchess  countv, 
N.  Y.,  in  January,  1841,  a son  of  William  and 
Charlotte  (Brown)  Stockholm,  also  natives  of  that 
county.  On  leaving  there  the  parents  removed  to 
Orange  county,  same  State,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  for  some  years,  or  until  1850,  when 
he  went  to  Binghamton,  X.  Y.  A year  later,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  Franklin  Forks.  Susquehanna 
Co..  Penn.,  where  lie  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  his  death,  in  1878.  His  wife  died  a year 
later.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  to  which  they  Contributed  lib- 
erally of  their  means.  In  politics  the  father  was  a 
Republican,  and  he  always  took  an  active  part  in  par- 
ty work.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (1)  Abigail,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Morey,  of 


Philadelphia,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Liz- 
zie, widow  of  Eugene  King,  who  was  killed  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  Hall- 
stead,  (2)  Rachel,  born  in  Dutchess  county,  died 
when  a young  woman.  (3)  Aaron,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  married  Elizabeth  Green.  He  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a prominent  man 
of  Franklin  F'orks.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Dutchess 
county',  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Palmer,  of  Franklin 
Forks,  w.lio;  was  ‘also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war 
and  was  seriously  wounded  in  battle.  They  have 
reared  a family  of  seven  sons,  who  are  residents  of 
Franklin  Forks.  (5)  John  J.,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  family.  (6)  George  P.,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  married  Gaiety  Cronk,  of  Susquehanna 
county',  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  and  they 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  at  Franklin  Forks.  He, 
too,  was  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Lnion 
during  the  Rebellion.  (7)  Catherine,  born  in  Or- 
ange county,  X.  Y.,  married  Samuel  Cosier,  now 
deceased,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Nathan 
and  Elmer,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Houser,  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y.  (8)  Mary  F..  born 
in  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  died  when  a young  lady. 
(9)  Henrietta,  born  at  Franklin  Forks,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Jones,  of 
Middletown,  same  county,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren, Theron,  Mary,  Maud,  Lattz  and  Rachel.  ( 10) 
Albert,  born  at  Franklin  Forks,  married  Katie 
Goble,  of  Great  Bend,  where  both  died  in  1891, 
leaving  three  children,  Florence.  Edna,  and  Charles 
(a  student  in  Girard  College,  Philadelphia),  (ii) 
Ida,  born  at  Franklin  Forks,  is  the  wife  of  Hannon 
Stone,  of  Montrose,  and  they'  have  two  children, 
Lillie  and  Jessie. 

John  J.  Stockholm  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  New  York  State  and  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  In  August,  1862,  he  responded  to 
his  country's  call  for  aid  in  putting  down  the  Re- 
bellion, and  enlisted  in  Company  H.  141st  P.  Y.  I., 
under  Capt.  Tyler,  of  Montrose,  being  sworn  into 
the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Curtin.  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  where  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  3rd  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  With  his 
command  he  reached  Washington,  D.  C..  the  last 
day  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  his  first 
engagement  was  at  Fredericksburg,  where  the  Con- 
federate losses  were  heavy.  This  was  followed  by 
the  engagement  at  Chancellorsville,  and  the  famous 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  seriously  wound- 
ed. He  was  taken  to  Annapolis,  Md„  where  he 
remained  in  the  hospital  for  eight  months.  He  was 
finally  able  to  rejoin  his  regiment  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock river,  and  later  participated  in  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania.  At  the  latter 
he  received  a scalp  wound  from  a minie  ball,  and 
was  taken  to  Alt.  Pleasant  hospital.  He  again 
joined  his  regiment  at  Petersburg,  where  they  fought 
uninterruptedly  for  several  days,  and  he  was  later 
in  the  Bullpen  fight  and  the  Weldon  Railroad  raid, 
which  lasted  seven  days.  After  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Lee,  to  Gen.  Grant,  at  Appomattox,  he  was  lionora- 
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bly  discharged,  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
home,  in  Susquehanna  county. 

In  August,  1867,  .Mr.  Stockholm  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Briggs,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  a daughter  of  Plnlo  and  Betsy  Briggs, 
representatives  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  tam- 
ilies  of  Silver  Lake  township.  To  them  have  been 
born  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely : ( 1 J Harris  L.,  born  in  Franklin  township, 
in  November,  1869,  received  a district-school  edu- 
cation, and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Jennie  Stillman, 
of  Otsego  county,  that  State,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Ethel.  (2)  Oliver  H.,  born  in  Franklin 
township,  in  1872,  married  Mattie  Pelton.  of  Atti- 
ca, N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Pelton 
and  Mary,  and  they  reside  in  Hornellsville,  X.  Y., 
where  he  is  employed  as  a telegraph  lineman.  (3) 
Mary  Frances,  born  in  Franklin  township,  in  1875, 
is  a bright,  accomplished  young  lady,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  the  higher  schools  of  the  town  of  Susque- 
hanna. (4)  John,  born  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  attending  the  home  schools. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stockholm  located  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  purchased  a farm, 
which  he  sold  in  1883,  after  having  made  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place,  and  then  bought  real 
estate  in  Hickorv  Grove,  Great  Bend  township, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, having  built  up  a good  trade  in  the  vil- 
lage and  throughout  the  surrounding  country.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
Republican  county  committee  while  a resident  of 
Silver  Lake  township.  In  July,  1897,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Hickory  Grove  under  Presi- 
dent McKinley,  and  is  now  most  creditable  and  ac- 
ceptably filling  that  office.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  Xo.  255, 
and  the  Grand  Army  Post  Xo.  233,  both  of  Great 
Bend,  and  of  the  Veteran  L'nion  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  His  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  war- 
rant the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  business  world, 
for  he  has  ever  conducted  all  transactions  on  the 
strictest  principles  of  honor  and  integrity. 

CORXELIUS  C.  LUPTOX,  a well-known 
resident  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  business  there  as 
a harness  maker,  but  devotes  his  attention  at  pres- 
ent to  general  agriculture  and  dealing  in  live  stock. 

Mr.  Lupton  was  born  October  4.  1844,  near 
Montgomery,  Orange  Co.,  X.  Y.,  where  his  an- 
cestors settled  at  an  early  day.  Artemus  and  Hen- 
rietta Lupton,  the  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
were  natives  and  lifelong  residents  of  that  locality, 
the  grandfather  being  a farmer  by  occupation.  Ar- 
temus Lupton  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Orange  county,  and  followed  farming  there  for 
many  years,  his  death  occurring  April  29,  1868. 
when  lie  was  aged  fifty-six.  He  married  Ellen 
Clearwater,  daughter  of  Lucy  and  Daniel  Clear- 


water, of  Montgomery,  X.  Y.,  and  she  survives 
him,  residing  witn  her  son  Judson,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : judson,  a retired  blacksmith  living  near  Mont- 
gomery, X.  Y.,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
being  wounded  twice ; Evaline  died  unmarried,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Harvey 
Talmage,  resides  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ; Cornelius  C. 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; Alary  A.  married 
Henry  Dols,  a farmer  at  Washingtonville,  X.  Y.; 
George  is  a farmer  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y. ; Alice, 
widow  of  Daniel  Congor,  resides  in  Washington- 
ville. 

Cornelius  C.  Lupton  gained  a practical  knowl- 
edge of  farming  as  a boy  at  the  homestead,  and  when 
eighteen  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the  harness 
maker's  trade  at  Montgomery,  X.  Y.  Until  1889 
he  followed  that  business,  employing  two  men  much 
of  the  time,  and  even  now  he  does  occasional  work 
in  repairing.  I11  1868  he  located  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  in  addition  to  his 
trade  he  became  interested  in  farming  and  live 
stock.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has 
been  too  much  occupied  with  business  cares  to 
accept  office.  His  patriotic  spirit  is  shown,  how- 
ever, by  the  fact  that  as  a mere  boy  he  determined 
to  enter  the  army,  but  on  going  to  Xewburg,  X.  Y., 
to  enlist,  the  authorities  refused  to  enroll  him  with- 
out his  parents'  consent.  On  December  25,  1870, 
he  was  married  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Adelia 
Clafiin,  and  seven  children  have  brightened  their 
home,  namely:  Ellen  married  E.  C.  Patterson,  a 
carpenter  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Sidney  D.  is  a car- 
penter at  Gibson  ; Miss  Maude,  Miss  Madge,  Charles 
R.,  Ray  C.,  and  Beatrice  A.  are  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Lupton,  who  is  a most  capable  helpmeet, 
was  born  at  Gibson,  September  3,  1848.  a daughter 
of  Watson  Clafiin,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1830  and  located  in 
Gibson  township.  He  operated  a gristmill  in  con- 
nection with  farming  for  many  years,  retiring  only 
three  years  prior  to  his  death,  in  February,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He  was  married  in  Xew 
Jersey  to  Eliza  Moore,  a native  of  that  State,  who 
died  in  February,  1S73,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  rest  in  Gibson  cemetery.  They 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  John  U., 
a retired  farmer  in  Gibson  township:  Elizabeth, 

widow  of  Sidney  Diamond,  of  Susquehanna : Will- 
iam M„  a retired  farmer,  residing  with  our  sub- 
ject: Adeline,  who  married  John  Follet.  a farmer  at 
Sheffield,  111.;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  W.  Stiles,  an 
insurance  agent  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa : Gabriel,  who 
died  in  1869,  on  the  present  farm;  Sallv,  who  died 
in  childhood : and  Adelia,  Mrs.  Lupton. 

LAMBERT  P.  LOOMIS.  Among  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  Susquehanna  county 
stands  Mr.  Loomis,  whose  name  is  inseparablv  con- 
nected with  the  manufacturing  and  industrial  inter- 
ests of  this  region.  A man  of  keen  perception,  un- 
bounded enterprise  and  good  executive  ability,  he 
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has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings, 
and  to-day  ranks  high  in  commercial  circles.  Since 
1868  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  in  Montrose  and  Tunkhannock,  Penn.',  is  also 
a dealer  in  building  and  flagstone,  and  is  quite  an 
extensive  contractor. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  born  in  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1843,  a son  ot"  Samuel  and 
Amelia  (Lambert)  Loomis.  The  father  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  a son  of  Horatio  Loomis,  also  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  a pioneer  of  Susquehanna 
county,  his  last  days  being  passed  in  Springville 
township.  On  reaching  manhood  Samuel  Loomis 
was  married,  in  Selin's  Grove,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Amelia  Lambert,  and  he  later  engaged  in  farming 
and  in  contract  work  on  the  canal.  He  died  in 
Springville  township  in  1866,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1886.  In  their  family  were  seven  children, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely : Horatio, 
who  died  in  Springville  township ; Lambert  Praul, 
our  subject;  Edward  S.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Geraldine,  who  died  in 
Springville  township,  in  1864;  Morris,  who  died 
in  Springville;  Dora  M.,  wife  of  D.  \V.  Beards- 
ley of  Xew  York  City;  and  Miriam  Kathleen,  who 
married  L.  W.  Tiffany,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
and  died  there  in  1892. 

Lambert  P.  Loomis  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Springville  township,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  on  the 
home  farm,  making  brick  for  the  erection  of  the 
family  residence.  He  owned  that  place  until  1896, 
when  he  sold  it.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  at  Montrose  and  Tunkhannock 
since  1868,  and  is  a contractor  in  building  and  flag 
stone,  ouming  and  operating  fine  quarries  in  Bridge- 
water  township.  He  has  erected  twenty-two  brick 
buildings  at  Tunkhannock.  and  is  the  owner  of  the 
finest  block  in  Montrose,  the  Loomis  Block,  which 
was  built  in  1894.  It  is  constructed  of  brick  of  his 
own  manufacture,  is  three  stories  in  height,  and 
50  by  65  feet  in  dimensions.  The  ground  floor  is 
divided  into  two  store  rooms,  the  second  into  a den- 
tal parlor  and  millinery  establishment,  and  the  third 
is  used  for  living  rooms.  Mr.  Loomis  made  the  brick 
for  the  public  school  house  at  Montrose,  also  for 
the  court  house  annex,  and  his  extensive  business 
furnishes  employment  to  from  ten  to  twenty-three 
men. 

In  1862  Mr.  Loomis  married  Miss  Alzina 
Quick,  a native  of  Springville,  and  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  (Russell)  Quick,  pioneers  of 
Springville,  who  are  now  deceased,  Mrs.  Loomis 
died  in  1872,  in  Tunkhannock.  leaving  two  children: 
Harry  C.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Wilkes 
Barre:  and  Walter  H.,  at  home.  In.  Springville 
township  our  subject  was  again  married,  in  1880. 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Emma  Carlin,  a 
native  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Asa  F.  Carlin,  who  is  now  living 
in  Springville.  There  are  two  children  by  this  mar- 
riage: Dora  Maud  and  Lewis  T.  In  his  political 


affiliations  Mr.  Loomis  is  a Republican,  and  always 
takes  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public 
affairs. 

ARYIXE  C.  SWEET.  The  Sweet  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  in  this 
section,  and  has  been  identified  from  an  early  period 
with  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides.  Members 
of  the  family  settled  in  Xew  England  during  the 
Colonial  period,  and  Oney  Sweet,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  March  14, 
1783,  while  his  wife,  Abigail  (Chandler),  was  also 
a native  of  that  State,  born  Xovember  28,  1788. 
Coming  to  Susquehanna  county  in  pioneer  times, 
they  made  their  home  in  Gibson  township,  on  the 
Xewburg  and  Owego  turnpike,  and  both  died  there 
manv  years  ago,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
Gibson  cemetery.  They  were  leaders  in  various 
progressive  movements,  and  did  much  toward  found- 
ing the  Universalist  Church  in  the  locality.  Oney 
Sweet  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  as  his 
house  was  the  first  built  in  the  vicinity  it  became  a 
noted  hotel,  sheltering  many  travelers  from  distant- 
points  who  were  on  their  way  through  the  wilds. 
He  and  his  wife  had  a large  family  of  children,  as 
follows : Raymond  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; 
Sally  C.,  born  March  14,  1809.  married  Evandor 
Spaulding,  and  is  now  living  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; 
Laura,  born  April  13,  1811,  married  Lyman  Black- 
enton,  and  died  in  1869;  Emaline,  born  February 
22,  1813,  married  (first)  Manly  Blackenton,  a 
brother  of  the  above,  and  (second)  Judson  Bing- 
ham (she  is  deceased);  Eliza  A.,  born  April  17, 
1815,  married  Orson  Root,  and  died  in  1889 ; Almon, 
born  May  18,  1817,  resides  in  Gibson  township; 
Elvira,  born  March  14,  1819,  married  (first)  Steven 
Barnard,  and  (second)  Barney  Sheppardson,  and 
died  in  1899. 

Raymond  Sweet,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  July  26,  1807,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  there  for  many  years,  his 
death  occurring  there  March  14,  1881.  On  Xo- 
vember  15,  1832,  he  was  married  in  Gibson  town- 
ship to  Hannah  Hamilton,  who  was  born  June  22, 
T807,  and  now  resides  with  our  subject.  Her  fa- 
ther, John  Hamilton,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  her  mother.  Amy  Angel,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, both  died  in  Halifax,  Yt.  Our  subject  was  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  four  children,  and  is  now  the 
only  survivor;  Gilbert,  born  October  5,  1835,  died  in 
Susquehanna.  August  28,  1883;  Joseph,  born  July 
13.  died  October  26.  1839;  and  Estella  R., 

born  January  29.  1841,  died  September  22.  1843. 

Arvine  C.  Sweet  was  born  at  the  homestead  in 
Gibson  townshin.  August  23,  1833,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  For  some  time  he  worked  for  farmers  in  the 
neighborhood,  but  later  he  purchased  a farm  in  the 
township,  where  he  resided  ten  years.  The  next 
four  years  lie  spent  at  Gibson  village,  in  the  hotel 
business,  and  on  selling  out  he  again  worked  among 
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farmers  for  seven  years  before  settling-  upon  his 
present  homestead,  an  attractive  place  of  146  acres. 

In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
leading  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  in 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  trustee  and  treasurer. 
On  November  23,  1854,  he  was  married,  in  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Polly 
A.  Roper,  and  they  have  had  six  children ; Egbert  A., 
born  September  3,  1856,  died  June  3,  1858.  C. 
Alvin,  born  April  18,  1858,  is  a farmer  of  Gibson 
township,  and  now  holds  the  office  of  supervisor ; 
he  married  Miss  Mary  I.  Terwilliger.  and  has  had 
four  children,  Frank,  Earl  E.,  Archie  (deceased), 
and  James  N.  Frank  R.,  born  March  14,  i860, 
died  September  25,  1861.  Eugene  H.,  born  May 
7,  1864,  is  a hotel-keeper  in  Gibson,  conducting  the 
"Gibson  House he  married  Miss  Violetta  Picker- 
ing, and  has  three  children — Beatrice,  Bernice  and  I 
Ray.  Elbert  A.,  born  November  27,  1867,  is  re-  i 
ferred  to  farther  on.  Irvine  A.,  born  December  16, 
1870,  married  Laura  Larrabee,  and  is  settled  upon  a : 
farm  in  Gibson  township. 

Mrs.  Polly  A.  Sweet,  who  has  been  a most 
efficient  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  is  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  Fler  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph  1 
and  Polly  (Howe)  Roper,  resided  upon  a farm  at 
Sterling,  Mass.,  and  her  father,  Alvin  Roper,  was 
born  at  Sterling  October  18,  1811.  He  now  resides 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  For 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a chair 
manufacturer,  and  he  also  followed  farming  to  some  ; 
extent.  He  was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  to 
Miss  Ruth  Reed,  who  died  there  January  27,  1851, 
aged  thirty-seven  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest  I 
in  Gibson  cemetery.  She  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Universalist  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband. 
Mrs.  Sweet  was  born  February  15,  1836,  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  three  daughters : Lydia  M.,  born  Mav  \ 
7,  1839,  >s  now  living  at  Flart  Lake,  Susquehanna 
county ; Mandana,  born  in  October,  1850,  married 
William  Van  Husen,  and  died  in  April,  1881.  Mrs. 
Sweet's  maternal  grandfather,  William  Reed,  was 
also  of  Massachusetts  stock,  born  August  19,  1778, 
and  was  a farmer  at  Rutland,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass. 
He  married  Polly  Gerry,  who  was  born  June  iS, 
1777,  and  died  February  18,  1828. 

Elbert  Augustus  Sweet  remained  with  his  par- 
ents at  the  homestead  in  Gibson  township  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  then  began 
teaching  in  the  graded  schools  of  Gibson,  but  after 
five  years  of  successful  work  decided  to  enter  mer- 
cantile life,  and  purchased  his  present  business  from 
N.  C.  Curtis,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is  now  a 
leading  merchant  and  prominent  citizen  of  his  native 
township.  Mr.  Sweet  was  postmaster  four  years 
under  Cleveland's  administration.  * He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  although  not  particularly  active  in 
party  work,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a L'niversalist. 
On  June  5,  1889,  he  was  married,  at  Lockwood,  N. 
Y.,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Bloodgood,  to  Miss  Gertrude  E. 
Barrett,  who  was  born  September  22,  1870,  in  ' 


Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daughter 
of  Plollace  A.  Barrett,  now  a prominent  resident 
of  Gibson  township.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Ruth  M.,  born  February  18,  1891,  and 
M.  Corrine,  born  December  3,  1894. 

FRANKLIN  P.  PAYNE,  of  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the  successful  agri- 
culturists of  that  section,  and  his  fine  old  homestead 
near  South  Gibson  is  a most  attractive  estate.  He 
comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  grandfather,  Capt. 
Oliver  Payne,  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  at  the 
present  homestead  in  1812,  having  been  a leading 
citizen  of  his  day. 

Capt.  Oliver  Payne  was  born  June  21,  1780,  at 
Lebanon,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  married,  six  of  his  children  being 
born  in  that  locality.  In  1812  he  migrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  settling  on  the  place  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  which  was  ever  after 
his  home,  his  death  occurring  there  February  29, 
1868.  It  was  caused  by  apoplexy.  In  1803  he 
married  Elvira  Barstow,  who  was  born  November 
4,  1784,  in  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Barstow,  of  Columbia,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  and  their 
married  life,  which  covered  the  unusually  long 
period  of  sixtv-four  years,  proved  as  congenial  and 
happy  as  it  was  lasting.  Mrs.  Payne  followed  her 
husband  to  the  grave  January  26,  1869.  Thirteen 
children  blessed  their  union,  twelve  of  whom  reached 
maturity,  viz. : Leicester,  born  August  6,  1804,  died 
May  22,  1894;  Lucina  (Chamberlin),  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1805,  died  July  21,  1871  ; Elvira  (Hard- 
ing), born  January  11,  1807,  died  October  24,  1848; 
Daniel  C.,  born  December  6,  1808,  died  October  13, 
1851  ; Bester,  born  April  6,  1810,  died  April  3,  1866; 
Harriet  (Wilmarth),  born  April  30,  1812,  died 
March  29,  1859;  Emily,  born  September  3,  1814, 
died  September  10,  1816:  Oliver,  born  April  1.  1816, 
died  July  5,  1893;  Emily  (Barnes),  born  March  9, 
1818,  is  still  living;  Martha  (Wilmarth),  born 
February  3,  1820,  is  still  living;  Stephen,  born 
June  24,  1823,  died  December  8,  1861  ; Eunice 
(Birdsall),  born  April  4,  1825.  died  April  22.  1848; 
and  Hubbard,  born  March  11,  1827,  is  still  living. 
Few  parents  can  boast  a larger  or,  on  the  whole,  a 
worthier  family.  Their  military  record  especially 
is  an  honorable  one,  the  father  taking  just  pride  in 
the  fact  that  eight  of  his  family,  including  a son-in- 
law — did  good  service  on  the  Union  side  during  the 
Civil  war,  all  being  honorably  discharged.  One 
was  a captain  and  another  a colonel,  these  and  some 
of  the  others  serving  throughout  the  struggle.  Capt. 
Payne’s  social  temperament  and  strong  affection  for 
the  friends  and  scenes  of  his  early  days  led  him 
often  to  revisit  the  place  of  his  birth. 

Hubbard  Payne  ,our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  and  helped  during  boyhood  to 
clear  the  farm,  of  which  he  took  charge  at  his  fa- 
ther’s death.  In  May,  1SS4,  he  removed  to  New 
Milford,  where  he  is  now  living  in  retirement.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  regarded  as  a leading  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  his  locality,  and  he 
is  also  identified  with  the  Republican  party  and  has 
held  various  township  offices.  He  married  .Miss  Ann 
A.Birdsall.whowas  born  in  1834,  daughter  of  George 
Birdsall,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  an  early  settler 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  viz. : Franklin  P., 
our  subject;  Fowler,  deceased,  who  married  Cecelia 
Wells,  and  resided  in  Gibson  township;  and  Miss 
F.lla  M.,  who  resides  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  his  present  farm  De- 
cember 11,  1852,  and  has  always  been  interested  in 
agriculture.  The  estate  formerly  comprised  two 
hundred  acres,  but  he  sold  one  hundred  acres  to  a 
son-in-law.  Fie  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs 
as  a worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and  for  five 
years  past  has  been  a school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board,  while  he  also  belongs  to  the  local 
Grange  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
South  Gibson,  in  September,  1874,  he  was  married, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Minnie  II.  Brundage,  and  the  following  children 
have  brightened  his  home:  (1)  Jessie  L.  married 
Arthur  L.  Esterbrook,  a farmer  in  Gibson  township, 
and  has  one  child,  Mildred.  (2)  Delia  A.  born 
April  20,  1878,  died  November  13,  1879.  (31 

George,  born  April  10.  1880,  is  deceased.  ( 4)  Hub- 
bard B._and  (5j  F.  Oliver  are  at  home. 

Mrs.  Payne  belongs  to  a well-known  family, 
and  was  born  October  17,  1855,  in  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of  George  G. 
Brundage,  and  a granddaughter  of  John  Brundage. 
Her  father  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  July  5, 
1885.  He  married  Delia  C.  Powers,  who  was  born 
August  29,  1830,  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  daughter  of  Hazard  and  Philena  (TinglevJ 
Powers.  She  died  October  16,  1882,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  rest  in  South  Gibson  cemetery.  Thev 
were  devout  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  anil 
held  the  esteem  of  a large  circle  of  friends.  Mrs. 
Payne  is  the  elder  of  two  daughters,  and  the  other, 
Myrtie  D.,  who  was  born  April  3,  1863,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edgar  Hight,  a farmer  at  Tunkhannock, 
Pennsylvania. 

MICHAEL  JOSEPH  STAHL,  in  his  life- 
time one  of  the  most  active  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county,  was  interested  in  vari- 
ous lines  of  enterprise,  including  stock  raising, 
general  farming  and  dairying  111  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  and  merchandising  at  Clcmo,  where  lie 
also  served  acceptably  as  postmaster.  The  office 
was  named,  in  18S7,  in  honor  of  his  father. 

Mr.  Stahl  was  born  September  25,  1845,  in 
Lower  Bavaria,  Germany,  twentv-four  miles  from 
\\  itzburg,  a sons  of  Clemons  and  Anna  Margaret 
( Hoeffling ) Stahl,  who  in  1849  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  the  United  States.  The  father  be- 
gan work  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  and 
purchasing  a boat  a year  after  his  arrival,  continued 


to  engage  in  boating  on  the  canal  until,  three  years 
prior  to  his  death,  blindness  forced  him  to  retire 
from  business.  He  died  in  Honesdale,  October  13, 
1866,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  was  there  laid  to 
rest.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  a Catholic.  Although  he  came  to 
America  a poor  man,  he  left  his  family,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  having 
obtained  a competence  through  his  own  untiring 
labor  and  economy.  In  1882  his  widow  went  to 
live  with  her  son  Christian,  in  Grafton,  Neb.,  where 
she  died  a month  later  (in  March;,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  and  was  buried  at  that  place. 
In  the  family  were  three  sons : George,  who  is 

engaged  in  boating  on  the  Delaware  N Hudson 
canal,  residing  at  the  home  of  our  subject;  Michael 
J.,  of  this  sketch ; and  Christian,  a farmer  of  Graf- 
ton, Neb.  They  came  to  America  with  their 
mother  three  years  after  the  father's  arrival.  The 
grandparents  never  left  Germany. 

Michael  J.  Stain  lived  with  his  parents  in 
Honesdale  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  working 
with  his  father  until  the  latter  retired,  when  the 
three  sons  took  charge  of  the  business.  Uur  sub- 
ject boated  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  changed  to  the 
Erie  canal,  where  he  remained  only  two  months, 
spending  the  two  years  following  on  the  Cham- 
paign canal.  He  then  purchased  the  boat  "St. 
George,”  at  Ithaca,  on  Lake  Ithaca,  for  $4,000,  and 
the  following  year,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  bought  the 
"Anna  M.  Stahl"  for  $4,300,  while  the  horses  for 
running  the  boats  cost  $1,000.  With  his  brothers 
he  continued  to  engage  in  business  until  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  when  he  purchased  their  interest  in 
the  "St.  George,”  and  continued  boating  on  the 
Erie  canal  until  1885,  in  which  year  he  sold  that 
vessel  for  $350.  He  brought  the  horses  to  his 
farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  which  he  had 
purchased  the  year  previous  from  William  Gail,  for 
$7,500,  and  here  owned  240  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  devoting  part  of  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

At  Honesdale,  Mr.  Stahl  was  married.  April 
30,  1874,  by  Father  Francis  Boothe,  to  Miss  Louisa 
Baumann.  She  was  born  in  Indian  Orchard, 
Wayne  county,  July  12,  1854,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Theresa  (Wimer)  Baumann,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, the  former  of  whom  in  1848  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, and  took  up  his  residence  in  Indian  Orchard. 
In  1858  they  removed  to  the  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge 
township  on  which  one  of  their  sons  is  now  living. 
The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was 
born  August  4.  1830.  a son  of  Michael  Baumann, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Germany.  The  mother 
was  horn  in  Baden,  Germany,  March  3.  1836,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Isabella  (Blous)  Wimer, 
who  in  1853  came  to  America,  spending  their  re- 
maining days  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wavne 
Co.,  Penn.  Henry  Baumann  was  killed  at  Hones- 
dale October  1.  1872.  his  horse  running  awav.  but 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Stahl,  who  was  in  the  wagon 
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with  him,  was  fortunately  uninjured.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at  Hones- 
dale.  His  widow  now  lives  with  her  daughter  in 
Honesdale.  Of  their  children,  Charles  is  a farmer  in 
Nebraska:  Barbara  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Jacob  operates  the  old  home  farm ; Louisa  is  the 
widow  of  our  subject:  Henry  is  a farmer  in  Ne- 
braska; John  lives  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Barbara  (2) 
lives  with  her  mother  ; Maggie  wedded  John  Roland, 
and  both  are  now  deceased : Martin  is  a farmer  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county  ; and  Michael 
died  in  infancy. 

Children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahl  as 
follows : George  M.,  born  in  Cherry  Ridge,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1875,  and  Barbara,  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
November  15,  1876,  are  at  home;  Christian,  born 
at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  July  14.  1878,  died  at  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  August  20,  1879:  Maggie  E.,  born  at  Cherry 
Ridge,  March  3,1889,  died  August  27,  1882;  Charles, 
bora  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1881,  died  at 
Schenectady,  that  State,  August  26,  1882 ; Henry 
C.,  born  at  West  Point,  N.  Y.>  August  13,  1883, 
died  at  Clemo,  Penn.,  February  19,  1895;  while  the 
others,  all  born  at  Clemo,  are  still  at  liome : Frank 
J.,  born  January  6,  1887;  Leo  M.,  March  3,  1889; 
Edward  A.,  January  16,  1891  ; and  Urban  J.,  April 
7,  1894. 

Although  Mr.  Stahl  never  aspired  to  office,  he 
was  elected  school  director,  and  efficiently  served  as 
such  for  nine  years.  Other  positions  were  tendered 
him,  but  he  declined  the  honor,  preferring  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  extensive  business 
interests.  In  1887  he  was  made  assistant  postmaster 
at  Clemo,  under  E.  Rickert.  and  in  1891,  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  serving  creditably  in  that  in- 
cumbency until  his  death,  November  4,  1897.  He 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to 
which  his  family  also  belong.  In  his  business  he 
was  encouraged  and  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife, 
who  indeed  proved  a true  helpmeet  to  him,  and  by 
their  combined  efforts  they  secured  a comfortable 
competence.  She  still  presides  with  dignity  over 
the  pleasant  home,  which  is  neat  and  tastefully 
furnished,  containing  all  the  comforts  and  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

G.  S.  TRA\  IS,  M.  D.,  a talented  and  success- 
ful young  medical  practitioner  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county,  is  a representative  of  a fantilv 
which  has  long  been  noted  for  ability,  enterprise  and 
public  spirit.  The  first  ancestor  in  the  paternal 
line,  of  whom  we  have  a definite  account,  was  fames 
Travis,  the  Doctor’s  great-grandfather,  who  was 
born  March  11.  1775,  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y., 
and  died  February  28,  1813,  at  his  home  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  from  typhus  fever,  contracted  dur- 
ing his  service  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His 
wife,  Hannah  (Coobert),  died  June  it,  18(4.  This 

worthv  couple  had  four  children:  Susan  Ann.  born 
72 


in  Dutchess  county,  June  9,  1806;  Hiram  S.,  our 
subject’s  grandfather;  Catherine  A.,  born  March  21, 
1810;  and  James  B.,  born  October  10,  1812. 

Capt.  Hiram  S.  Travis,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  October  25,  1808.  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  October  23,  1827,  enlisted, 
at  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  A,  2nd  U.  S. 
Artillery,  for  the  term  of  five  years.  Soon  after- 
ward the  regiment  was  sent  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and 
cpiartered  at  Oglethorpe  barracks,  remaining  until 
May,  1828,  when  they  went  to  Fortress  JUonroe, 
[ Ya.,  as  a school  of  practice.  In  the  spring  of  1829, 
they  were  transferred  to  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C..  where 
| they  remained  until,  in  the  summer  of  1831,  they 
were  sent  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  quell  some  of 
: the  disturbances  between  the  Indians  and  the  squat- 
ters (the  Cherokee  Nation  then  embraced  Tennes- 
see, North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  was  claimed 
by  the  Cherokee  Indians).  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  they  marched  back  to  Fort  Moultrie,  and  later 
the  command  was  removed  to  Charleston,  N.  C., 
to  remain  until  the  spring  of  1832.  when  they  were 
ordered  back  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  to  keep  peace  at  the  gold  mines  between 
the  gold  diggers  and  the  Indians,  Capt.  Travis  re- 
maining until  October  23,  1832,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged by  reason  of  expiration  of  term.  On  go- 
ing to  Augusta,  Ga.,  he  followed  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  until  the  following  January,  when  his 
old  company  came  thither  on  account  of  the  Nulli- 
fication Act  of  North  Carolina,  and  Capt.  Travis 
re-entered  the  service  for  another  term  of  five  years. 
Gen.  Jackson,  who  was  President  at  the  time  the 
Nullification  Ordinance  of  North  Carolina  was 
passed,  manned  all  the  forts  of  the  South,  and  the 
Captain  was  in  the  army  at  the  time  that  President 
Jackson  said  he  would  “Hang  Governor  Calhoun 
higher  than  Hainan  if  he  did  not  come  to  terms  in 
six  days.”  The  company  remained  at  Augusta  un- 
j til  fall,  and  was  then  ordered  to  the  Creek  Nation, 
! Alabama,  going  to  Fort  Michael,  on  the  Chatta- 
j hoochee,  thence  to  Apalachee  Bay  by  steam,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Wood,  seventeen  miles  from  New 
Orleans,  where  they  remained  until  December  18, 
j 1835.  They  then  took  ship  for  P'lorida.  and  on  ar- 
! rival  at  Tampa  Bay,  December  28,  1835.  were  or- 
| clered  to  march  to  Fort  King.  On  the  evening  of 
J December  29,  however,  one  of  the  survivors  of 
1 M:  jor  Dade’s  command,  which  had  been  massacred 
by  the  Seminoles,  came  in — this  changed  the  plans 
i and  they  fortified  against  the  Indians  and  awaited 
[ re-enforcements.  On  January  3.  1836.  Capt.  Travis, 
with  twelve  men.  went  four  miles  out  on  the  Fort 
King  road,  to  see  if  they  could  see  anv  Indians. 

1 and  finding  another  of  Dade's  command,  who  had 
been  wounded  on  the  shoulder,  they  carried  him  into 
camp ; he  fortunately  recovered.  Re-enforcements 
arrived  on  February  19.  1836,  and  the  little  army 
removed  to  the  sad  but  famous  Dade’s  battle  ground, 
encountering  Indians  on  the  wav  and  engaging  them 
in  battle.  On  reaching  the  battle  ground  they 
found  shocking  evidence  of  the  struggle.  In  the 
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words  of  our  hero,  "Oh,  God ! W hat  a sight  and 
stench !”  One  hundred  and  six  dead  bodies  were 
lying  putrifying  in  the  sun.  They  had  to  use  their 
spades  in  order  to  remove  the  bodies,  as  they  were 
so  putrified.  The  company  then  went  to  Fort  King, 
but  were  soon  on  the  march  again,  and  met  and 
fought  the  Indians  on  the  Chattahoochee,  Capt. 
Travis  doing  heroic  work  as  a gunner.  They  were 
here  surrounded  by  ten  thousand  Indians,  and  in 
his  memoir  the  Captain  says:  "You  had  better  think 
we  had  a hot  time.”  The  soldiers  repelled  the 
charges  of  the  ten  thousand  Indians,  but  many 
were  killed,  and  the  Captain  was  wounded  in  the 
hand.  The  Indians  then  tried  to  starve  the  soldiers 
out,  and  at  one  time  a quarter  of  a dog  sold  for  ten 
dollars.  They  were  surrounded  from  late  in  Feb- 
ruary until  the  nth  of  March,  but  Gen.  Clinch 
finally  relieved  them  with  five  hundred  men  and  ra- 
tions. They  then  rested  until  the  12th  of  April,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1836  Capt.  Travis  was  put  in  charge 
of  the  wagon  train,  spending  the  winter  of  1836-37 
in  that  duty. 

Capt.  Travis'  term  expired  in  1837.  and  he  re- 
ceived a discharge,  but  in  a short  time  he  again  en- 
tered the  service,  in  the  same  company.  His  com- 
pany was  sent  to  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  and  in 
1838  received  orders  to  go  to  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  to 
remain  until  the  spring  of  1840,  when  they  were 
transferred  to  Trenton,  X'.  J.  While  there  the  I 
company  was  appointed  "flying  artillery”  and  sent 
up  Xorth  river,  returning  later  to  Buffalo  to  guard 
the  Canadian  lines,  Capt.  Travis  remaining  until 
the  winter  of  1841,  when  his  third  term  expired. 
He  entered  the  service  as  a private,  was  promoted, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  as  an  officer.  When 
the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  raised  seventy-seven 
men,  and  on  April  23,  1861,  entered  the  service  for 
three  months,  as  captain  of  Company  B,  8th  P.  j 
V.  I.  On  his  return  he  commenced  to  raise  a 
company  of  cavalry,  and  took  ninety-three  men  j 
to  Camp  Cameron,  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  but  could 
not  complete  the  company  because  he  did  not 
have  the  money.  He  and  his  men  remained  at  1 
the  camp  until  Xovember,  he  serving  as  an  offi-  | 
cer,  and  he  then  returned  horn.  In  August. 
1862,  he  went  to  Camp  Luzerne,  and  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  14th  P.  \ . I.,  as  fifth  sergeant,  and 
was  soon  made  lieutenant.  He  was  with  the  Armv 
of  the  Potomac  until  December,  1863,  when,  his  i 
health  having  failed,  he  was  discharged  on  doctor's 
certificate  at  Moscow,  Penn.  Capt.  Travis  married 
Miss  Emily  Ann  Coglizer  ( or  Colckglasier) , and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Charles  II. . Sam- 
uel. Alice.  Esther  Mary,  Yangildern,  Zaidee,  Xelly, 
Susan  and  William. 

Charles  H.  Travis,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  May  4,  1846.  and  now  resides  in  Moscow, 
Penn.  In  1880  he  became  a railroad  fireman,  and 
in  1887  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  locomo- 
ti\e  engineer  which  he  still  holds,  hie  is  a man  of 
fine  physique,  and  is  much  esteemed  among  his 
associates  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character. 


Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  In  1S70  he 
married  Miss  Elvira  Gilliland,  a native  of-  Xew 
York  City,  born  October  3,  1850,  and  they  have 
six  children:  G.  S.  (our  subject),  Maude  (wife  of 
V.  L.  Smith,  of  Xicholson),  Grace,  Orrin,  Eli  and 
Dorothy. 

G.  S.  Travis,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  Xovember  18,  1870,  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  during  his  boyhood  attended  the 
schools  of  the  locality  and  the  State  Xormal  School 
in  Tioga  county.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  a preceptor,  and  after  three  years  of  pre- 
paratory work  entered  Baltimore  Medical  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1896,  having  made  his 
own  way.  On  July  15,  of  the  same  year,  he  lo- 
cated at  East  Stroudsburg,  meeting  with  success 
from  the  start,  and  he  now  has  an  extensive  prac- 
tice, especially  in  surgery,  in  which  he  has  shown 
rare  ability  and  skill.  He  possesses  a commanding 
presence,  being  of  large  build  and  fine  proportions, 
and  his  robust  constitution  enables  him  to  meet 
the  exacting  duties  of  his  calling  with  ease.  In 
December,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Pelton,  who 
was  born  August  18,  1870,  in  Salem,  Wayne  county, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Reed. 

Mrs.  Emily  Ann  (Coglizer)  Travis,  our  sub- 
ject’s grandmother,  was  a member  of  a well-known 
family  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  the  name  be- 
ing also  spelled  Colckglasier  in  the  early  days.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Colckglasier,  was  born  June  15, 
1799.  and  made  his  home  in  Scranton,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  mason's  trade,  helping  to  built  the  first 
iron  furnace  erected  at  that  place.  He  died  June 
27,  1872.  His  widow,  Atma  (Biesecker),  who  is 
still  living,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  July  26, 
1805,  the  daughter  of  Conrad  Biesecker  ( Janu- 
ary 20,  1781 — April  5,  1863)  and  his  wife  Mar- 
garet S warts  (Xovember  13,  1782 — Xovember  24, 
1862),  who  had  sixteen  children,  all  but  one  of 
whom  lived  to  adult  age  and  married.  Samuel 
Colckglasier  and  his  wife  had  the  following  named 
children:  Emily  Ann,  born  April  11,  1826:  Turah, 
December  5,  1827;  Sarah,  September  1,  1829:  Jel- 
dia.  October  xi,  1831;  Xancv  Jane.  September  9, 
1833:  Charles,  Xovember  19.  1836:  Caroline,  April 
17,  1839;  Sanford,  September  22.  1841:  George, 
December  1,  1843;  Martha.  December  2,  1845:  and 
John  W.,  September  20,  1849. 

ELIAS  WESTGATE,  deceased,  was  for  sev- 
eral years  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  L'niondale:  his  support  was 

cheerfully  given  to  those  enterprises  that  tend  to 
public  development  and,  with  hardly  an  exception, 
he  was  connected  with  every  interest  that  promoted 
general  welfare.  His  name  was  a synonym  for  hon- 
orable business  dealing,  and  he  was  always  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  invaluable  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  \\  estgate 
was  born  in  Clifford  township.  December  18.  182:. 
and  was  a son  of  John  and  Eliza  Westgate.  His 
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boyhood  was  spent  upon  the  home  farm  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  working  for 
neighboring  farmers,  as  his  parents  were  in  rather 
limited  circumstances,  and  he  was  thus  employed 
until  after  his  first  marriage.  On  November  i, 
1852,  in  Clifford  township,  he  wedded  Miss  Fran- 
ces Crandall,  who  was  born  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, October  25,  1835,  and  died  October  S,  1864, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  Burdick  cemetery. 
By  that  union  he  had  four  children  : Mary,  deceased  ; 
Rosetta,  wife  of  F.  E.  Wilcox,  a farmer  of  Pleas- 
ant Mount,  Penn.;  Lura,  wife  of  Edward  -Morgan, 
of  Providence,  Penn. ; and  Frank,  who  married  Vica 
Griffin,  of  Dakota,  and  resides  in  Uniondale. 

Mr.  Westgate  was  again  married,  at  Pleasant 
Mount,  Penn.,  January  7,  1866,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Ryder,  by  whom  he  had 
no  children.  She  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary' 
(Redgert)  Ryder,  the  former  a native  of  Newburg, 
X.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  When  young  they 
moved  with  their  respective  parents  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  the  father  followed  farming  throughout 
life  and  also  held  township  offices.  Fie  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1879,  aged 
seventy-nine,  and  both  were  buried  in  Sherwood 
cemetery,  Mt.  Pleasant.  They  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were  Aman- 
da E..  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Girden, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Miranda  E.,  who  married  Al- 
bert Thomas  and  died  in  March,  1887 ; Sarah  A.  and 
Ira  W.,  the  latter  of  whom  was  postmaster  and  a 
merchant  at  Uniondale  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1896. 

■ Mr.  Westgate’s  first  purchase  consisted  of  a 
small  farm  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  on  which  stood  a dilapidated  house,  and 
there  he  lived  for  a few  years.  His  father  had 
given  him  a yoke  of  steers,  which  he  used  in  cul-  ; 
tivating  his  land.  On  selling  that  place  he  bought  i 
a larger  farm  in  the  same  township,  and  on  dispos- 
ing of  that  property,  in  1873,  he  removed  to  the  i 
present  home  of  his  widow  in  Uniondale.  Here  he  ; 
and  his  brother  Robert  engaged  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business,  in  connection  with  farming 
until  the  later’s  death,  after  which  our  subject  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  until  1894,  when  he  sold  j 
out  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Fie  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
and  became  the  owner  of  four  good  farms.  His 
property  was  all  acquired  through  his  own  unaided 
efforts,  as  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  empty- 
handed  and  the  success  that  he  achieved  was  due 
entirely  to  his  industry,  enterprise  and  good  man- 
agement. O11  the  day  of  his  death — August  7,  1809 — 
he  had  gone  to  a field  to  repair  a fence,  and  was 
apparently  in  good  health,  but  was  taken  with 
apoplexy.  His  funeral  was  conducted  at  his  home. 
Rev.  H.  J.  Crane  officiating,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  old  Burdick  cemetery,  Clifford  town-  i 
ship.  Fie  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  prior  to  ■ 


his  removal  to  Uniondale  held  several  township 
offices.  He  served  as  school  director  both  before 
and  after  his  removal,  and  was  councilman  and 
poor  commissioner  in  Uniondale.  His  official  duties 
were  always  most  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed and  won  for  him  the  commendation  of  the 
public.  As  a citizen  he  was  progressive  and  enter- 
prising, aiding  in  many  ways  to  build  up  the  bor- 
ough ; as  a business  man  he  was  recognized  as 
frank,  honest  and  honorable ; as  a friend  he  was  true 
and  steadfast.  Socially  he  was  genial  and  affable, 
and  possessed  that  natural  tact  that  ever  harmonizes 
discordant  elements.  His  neighbors  found  him 
accommodating,  and  the  sick  and  distressed  were 
relieved  by  his  aid  and  comfort.  In  his  own  home 
he  was  kind  and  affectionate,  and  the  memorv  of 
his  pleasant  smile  and  kindly  voice  will  linger  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  his  loved  ones  so  long  as  life 
itself  shall  last. 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN  LANE,  a well-known 
attorney  and  prominent  citizen  of  Montrose,  has 
throughout  life  been  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Dim- 
ock township,  in  1834.  His  father,  George  \Y.  Lane, 
was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Vt.,  September  26.  1786, 
a son  of  Gersham  Flagg  Lane,  also  a native  of  Ver- 
mont and  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
latter  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  but  died  in  Spring- 
ville,  the  same  county.  His  wife,  Sally  Thomas, 
was  a native  of  Rhode  Island.  George  W.  Lane 
was  reared  in  Vermont  and  on  coming  to  Pennsyl- 
vania took  up  his  residence  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  In  1808,  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, this  State,  he  married  Miss  Sally  Ousterhout, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Dimock 
township  about  1815.  She  left  two  children:  Stil- 
man,  who  died  in  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years;  and  Olive,  who  married  Eze- 
kiel H.  Gage,  and  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  father  was  again  married,  in  1820,  in 
\ ermont.  to  Miss  Olive  Newton,  a native  of  that 
State,  and  a daughter  of  Jason  and  Submit  ( Alex- 
ander) Newton,  who  were  born  in  Vermont  and 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1832.  spending  their 
last  days  in  Dimock  township.  George  W.  Lane 
opened  up  a farm  in  that  township  and  continued 
its  operation  throughout  life.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community 
and  a Whig  in  politics.  He  died  in  New  Milford 
townshp.  Susquehanna  county.  September  2b.  1873 
and  his  second  wife  in  Franklin  township.  June  7. 
1S64.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Eveline,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary.  Mrs.  D.  L. 
-North,  who  died  in  Liberty  township,  in  [anuarv, 
1894;  Newton  A.,  who  enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment  as  our  subject,  was  honorably 
discharged  from  a hospital  March  15.  1803.  a-  ser- 
geant. and  died  in  Thomas  countv.  Kan.,  in  1888: 
Loretta,  who  married  Caleb  Alexander,  a native  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  a mu- 
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sician,  who  died  in  New  York  City,  and  she  is 
now  living  in  Susquehanna  county ; Otis,  who 
died  in  April,  1S38,  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; 
id.  J.,  Airs.  Thomas  Rogers,  who  lived  in  Silver 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  died  in 
October,  1893  (of  her  four  children  two  are  now 
living)  ; Samuel  F.,  our  subject;  Emma  J..  who  is 
a teacher  of  note,  now  engaged  in  the  Syracuse 
University,  and  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  D.  C.  Olm- 
sted, a Methodist  minister,  who  was  presiding  elder 
of  the  Wyalusing  district  for  four  years,  the  Hones- 
dale  district  for  the  same  length  of  time  and  had 
other  charges  in  the  same  conference,  dying  at 
Nanticoke,  Penn.,  in  1888. 

Reared  in  Dimock  township,  Samuel  F.  Lane 
obtained  his  early  education  in  its  district  schools, 
in  1857  attended  the  Montrose  Academy,  and  the 
following  \ear  was  a student  in  the  Normal  . 
School  at  Montrose.  Fie  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  school  teaching  in  the  county,  arid  prior 
to  entering  the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Re- 
bellion, he  read  law  with  Nahum  Newton,  of  Mont- 
rose . In  July,  1861,  he  laid  aside  all  personal  in- 
terests and  enlisted  at  Harrisburg,  as  a private  in 
Company  A,  1st  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry,  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  State  service  at  that  place,  and  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Washingon,  D.  C.,  where 
the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  Brandy  Station,  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  the  engagement  at  Bristow  Station,  Fremont's 
raid  up  the  valley  after  Stonewall  Jackson.  Our 
subject  led  the  advance  guard  following  General 
Lee  the  Sunday  morning  after  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, and  participated  in  many  battles  and  skir- 
mishes. He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant, 
and  in  February,  1864,  was  transferred  to  the  United 
States  Signal  Corps,  being  stationed  at  Gen.  Grant's 
headquarters,  He  took  part  in  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  signal  corps  near  the  Weldon  rail- 
road, \ a.,  August  1,  1864,  but  remained  with  the 
army  until  it  was  disbanded,  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  L).  C.,  and  returned 
to  Susquehanna  county  in  the  fall  of  1865,  with  a 
war  record,  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

Air.  Lane  then  resumed  the  study  of  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the  Januarv  term  of 
court  in  1879,  since  which  time  he  has  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  politics  lie  was  a 
Republican  until  1878.  since  which  time  he  has  been 
independent.  He  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county 
in  1866,  and  most  creditably  and  acceptable  filled 
that  office  for  three  years.  In  1870  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  New  Alilt'ord  township,  to  which  he  re- 
moved in  1873,  but  in  August,  1877,  returned  to 
Alontrose,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice 
and  other  business.  On  September  7,  1899,  at  the 
State  convention  of  the  People's  party,  Air.  Lane  i 
was  nominated  for  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  ! 
Pennsylvania. 


In  Benton  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
November  14,  1866,  Air.  Lane  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aiiss  Kate  A.  Wells,  a native  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  John  Wells, 
an  extensive  farmer  of  that  county.  (Jt  this  union 
seven  children  were  born,  namely : Grace  A. ; Olm- 
sted, who  was  killed  by  a horse  December  24.  1878; 
Jesse;  Bruce,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  montns; 
Emma  Alav;  Walter  I7.,  and  Pauline. 

Air.  Lane  is  a charter  member  of  Four  Brothers 
Post  No.  453,  G.  A.  R. ; is  librarian  of  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Historical  Society;  president  of  the 
Equitable  Aid  Union  Insurance  Co.,  and  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Alontrose  Farmers  Alliance  & Industrial 
Union.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  is  quite  popular 
socially  and  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  When  Air.  Lane  was  discharged  from 
the  service,  he  was  presented,  unsolicited,  with  a 
very  strong  letter,  signed  by  all  his  regimental  offic- 
ers, and  addressed  to  Gov.  Curtin,  recommending  him 
as  eminently  qualified  to  have  an  important  com- 
mission in  the  military  service  of  his  country,  which 
was  never  presented  to  the  Governor  on  account  of 
the  sickness  of  his  brother.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  and 
as  trustee  of  the  Church,  and  has  taken  an  active 
and  leading  part  in  all  church  work.  He  has  mani- 
fested the  same  loyalty  in  days  of  peace  as  in  time 
of  war  and  a trust  reposed  in  him  has  never  been 
misplaced. 

ELDER  WILLIAM  SPANGENBERG,  re- 
tired farmer  and  local  minister,  whose  residence  is 
in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  comes  of  an  old 
and  honored  German  family  in  this  country,  and  first 
known  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  our  subject  was 
born  January  7,  1828',  in  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne 
county,  'a  great-grandson  of  William  Spangenberg, 
who  was  a wealthy  man,  for  several  years  proprietor 
of  a meat  market  in  Planover,  Germany.  He  never 
came  to  this  country.  Frederick  Spangenberg,  son 
of  the  above,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hanover,  whence  in  an  early  day  he  came 
to  this  country,  settling  on  a farm  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  John  Spangenberg,  son  of  Frederick,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty. and  was  there  twice  married,  first  time  to  Alary 
Fargo,  by  whom  he  had  six  children : Henrv. 
Thomas,  Abbie  (who  married  Alonzo  Collins,  now 
deceased),  Susan  (who  married  Daniel  Osgood, 
now  deceased),  John,  and  Abner  (retired  farmer  of 
Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna  county),  all  now 
deceased  except  the  last  named.  The'  mother  of 
these  dying,  John  Spangenberg  for  his  second  wife 
wedded  Alary  Bronson,  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y., 
and  they  not  long  afterward  came  to  Wayne  county, 
j Children  were  born  to  this  marriage  as  follows : 
George,  Eunice  (who  married  Philip  Alerringer), 
j Amos,  Phoebe  (who  married  Ephraim  Swingle,  now 
1 deceased),  Hannah  (wife  of  -Marcus  Dav,  a retired 
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farmer  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county), 
Frederick  (also  a resident  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship), William  (our  subject),  Simeon  H.,  Levi  and 
Louis,  all  now  deceased  excepting  Hannah  (Mrs. 
Day),  Frederick  and  William.  The  parents  died  in 
Wayne  county,  the  father  in  1856,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  the  mother  on  April  6,  1891,  at 
the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-nine  years,  seven 
months,  six  days,  and  their  remains  rest  in  South 
Canaan  township  burial  ground. 

On  January  6,  1848,  in  Jefferson  township, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  James  Ferguson,  Elder 
William  Spangenberg  was  married  to  Henrietta  Kiz- 
er,  and  the  following  is  a brief  record  of  their  chil- 
dren: Allen,  born  December  9,  1848,  died  June  22, 
1875,  being  killed  on  the  railroad  at  Gravity,  Wayne 
county,  while  at  work ; he  married  Anna  Olivers. 
Mary  E.,  born  August  28,  1850,  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, her  first  husband  being  David  Kenner,  and 
after  his  death  she  wedded  Joseph  Ingle,  a wealthy  | 
attorney  of  New  York  City.  Jacob,  born  September 
3,  1852,  died  at  the  age  of  two  vears,  eight  months. 
John  J.,  born  March  15.  1855.  married  Julia  Arnold. 
Milton  C.,  born  July  26.  1858,  married  Mary  Shiek. 
Hannah  J.,  born  February  2,  1862,  married  Wesley 
Hughey.  Friend  W.,  born  April  9,  1864,  married 
Mary  Brant,  and  died  November  25,  1885.  Lilly 
A.,  born  October  20,  1866,  married  Allen  J.  Pethick, 
a carpenter  and  farmer  of  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county.  Delbert  L.,  a farmer  in  Paupack  township, 
born  September  8,  1869,  married  Emma  Bucking- 
ham. Simon  P.,  a farmer  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wayne  county,  born  August  14,  1872,  married  Lena 
Kimble.  Of  the  above,  John  J.  and  Milton  C. 
Spangenberg,  and  Wesley  Hughey  are  all  farmers 
in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county. 

Mrs.  Flenrietta  (Kizer)  Spangenberg,  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  born  February  28,  1831,  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  a daughter  of  John  J.  and  Mary 
(Bartlo)  Kizer,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  came 
to  Pennsylvania  in  March,  1831.  settling  in  Luzerne 
county.  Their  children  were  Abraham,  Henry  and 
Betsey,  all  three  of  whom  died  in  New  Jersey:  Hen- 
rietta. Mrs.  Spangenberg;  Mary  A.,  who  married 
John  Black,  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county;  Jas- 
per. also  a farmer  in  that  county ; Hulda.  widow 
of  Louis  Spangenberg,  living  in  Scranton,  and  Sam- 
uel, the  youngest  in  the  family,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Scranton,  Penn.  The  father  of  these  died  in 
1884,  aged  eightv-three,  the  mother  in  1869.  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  and  they  are  buried  in  Jefferson 
township,  Luzerne  county.  Mrs.  Spangenberg's  1 
paternal  grandparents,  Abraham  and  Anna  (Span-  j 
genberg)  Kizer,  were  lifelong  residents  of  New 
Jersey,  as  were  also  her  maternal  grandparents,  ! 
John  and  Betsy  Bartlo. 

Elder  William  Spangenberg,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  review,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  bovhood 
home,  and  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  when  he  began 


life  for  himself,  purchasing  a farm  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  Operating  same  six  years,  he 
sold  out  at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  during  the  sub- 
sequent fourteen  years  was  for  the  most  part  serving 
as  a conductor  on  the  Gravity  railroad.  In  1851-52, 
however,  he  carried  on  a mercantile  store  in  Teffer- 
son  township,  Luzerne  county,  and  from  there  went 
to  Erie  county,  _N.  Y.,  where  he  farmed  one  vear, 
thence  returning  to  his  old  employment  as  conductor 
on  the  Gravity  railroad.  In  i860  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  Christian  denomination,  and  has  con- 
tinued in  that  connection  ever  since.  He  has  or- 
ganized, many  Churches  throughout  New  Jersey, 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  has  done  much  Chris- 
tian work  among  railroad  people,  and  is  still  active 
in  local  work  as  the  weather  may  permit.  Polit- 
ically he  was  originally  a Whig,  then  a Republican 
after  the  organization  of  that  party,  and  for  seven 
years  he  was  postmaster  at  Pink,  but  resigned  in 
j 1896.  He  and  his  wife  at  present  make  their  home 
on  the  farm  belonging  to  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Ingle,  in  Lake  township,  and  they  are  looked 
up  to  with  the  highest  respect  by  a wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  bv  whom  they  are  hon- 
ored and  esteemed  for  their  many  virtue's. 

AARON  PARKS  BUMP,  a retired  farmer  of 
W est  Auburn,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
March  27,  1834,  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  son  of 
George  and  Theodosia  ( Beeman  ) Bump. 

George  Bump  was  born  in  Fishkill,  N.  Y..  July 
9,  1786,  son  of  Jacob  and  Millicent  (Waterson) 
Bump,  who  were  natives  of  England  and  Connecti- 
cut. respectively.  Jacob  Bump  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  He  and  his  wife  died  at  Wvalusing, 

■ Penn.  George  Bump  married  Theodosia  Beeman, 
who  was  born  in  Rocky  Forest.  Penn.,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Esther  (Beerlev)  Beeman,  of  Connect- 
icut, both  of  whom  died  in  New  York  State.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : Lovisa, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Greek : 
Isaac  and  Esther,  both  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years : Adelia,  wife  of  George  Brotzman.  of 
Auburn  township;  Hannah,  Mrs.  Ransford  Ford, 
deceased;  Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four; 
Aaron  P.,  our  subject : Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  and  Dennis  L.,  a farmer  of  Evergreen, 
Penn  The  father  of  this  family  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1809,  locating  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship. subsequently  lived  in  Bradford  county  for  a 
time,  and  finally,  in  1840.  setled  in  Auburn  township, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  tie  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits.  He  died  April  3.  1862, 
ami  was  interred  in  the  Camptown  (Penn.)  ceme- 
tery ; the  mother,  who  died  December  3.  1880.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five,  is  buried  in  Bradford 
county. 

Aaron  P.  Bump  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  was  trained  to  farm  life,  which  he 
has  always  followed,  being  now  comfortably  situated 
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as  the  result  of  industry  and  thrift  during  his  early 
years.  In  September,  1862,  he  became  a member  of 
Company  A.  151st  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  G.  L.  Stone,  hav- 
ing enlisted  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  for  nine  months 
service,  was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  that  city  in  1863.  He  was  taken 
sick  with  typhoid  fever  near  Falmouth,  Ya.,  and 
finally  taken  to  the  Lincoln  general  hospital  at 
Washington,  thence  to  Harrisburg.  He  was  at 
Chancellorsville  during  this  term  of  service.  In 
1864  he  enlisted  at  Scranton  in  Company  C,  203rd 
Regiment  P.  Y.  L,  Capt.  Smallwood,  for  one  year, 
was  sent  to  Petersburg,  afterward  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Deep  Bottom,  Chapins  Farm,  before 
Richmond,  and  Fort  Fisher,  and  thence  proceeding 
to  Raleigh,  X.  C.,  where  the  command  was  mustered 
out  in  June,  1865.  Thev  were  discharged  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service  Mr.  Bump 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Susquehanna  countv, 
settling  on  the  farm  in  Auburn  township,  part  of 
which  he  now  occupies.  He  first  purchased  the 
place,  which  originally  comprised  fifty  acres,  from 
John  Lacey,  sold  it  in  1870  and  removed  to  Brad- 
ford county,  and  after  a residence  of  four  years 
there  lived  in  different  places  until  1S89,  when  he 
purchased  the  home  again  with  the  nine  and  two- 
thirds  acres  of  land  he  now  owns.  In  1862  Air. 
Bump  married,  at  West  Auburn,  Miss  Susan  Welch, 
who  was  born  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Welch,  and  died  in  1872,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years;  she  was  buried  at  Skinners 
Eddy.  To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Charles  F.,  who  married  Emma  Twinnan,  and  lives 
in  Leraysville,  Penn. ; George,  deceased ; Jane,  de- 
ceased : Anna,  wife  of  Edgar  Winnings,  of  Lerays- 
ville ; Etta,  who  died  when  one  year  old ; and  Cora, 
wife  of  Martin  Grover,  who  drives  the  stage  be- 
tween West  Auburn  and  Skinners  Eddy.  Air. 
Bump  is  a Republican  in  political  preference.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  section. 

REY.  SEWARD  ELIAKIAI  AIILLER  (de- 
ceased ) was  for  a quarter  of  a century  a prominent 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  preaching  through- 
out Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  counties.  He  la-  ! 
bored  with  all  the  strength  of  a great  nature  and  all 
the  earnestness  of  a true  heart  for  the  bettering  of 
the  world  about  him ; and  when  called  to  the  rest  1 
and  reward  of  the  higher  world,  his  best  monument 
was  found  in  the  love  and  respect  of  those  who  knew 
him. 

Air.  Aliller  was  born  June  7,  1825,  within  a 
few  rods  of  the  present  home  of  his  family  in  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county.  His  father.  ' 
Rev.  Charles  Aliller,  also  a minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  over  forty  years,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
Susquehanna  county.  March  20.  1793,  and  died  in 
Clifford  township.  March  20.  1865,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Clifford  cemetery.  The  grandfather,  . 


Adam  Aliller,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  on  his 
emigration  to  America  located  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  married  Eleanor  Nicholson,  a native  of  that 
city,  and  a cousin  of  Comptroller  General  Nicholson. 
There  they  continued  to  reside  until  1787,  when  they 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  near  the  village  of  that  name.  In  Scott 
township,  Lackawanna  county  (then  Northumber- 
land county),  Rev.  Charles  Aliller  married  Aliss 
Algytha  Orvis,  who  was  born  August  8,  1792.  in 
that  township  when  it  formed  a part  of  Luzerne 
county,  and  died  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  December  3,  1856.  Her  parents 
were  Roger  and  Alariannc  (Seward)  Orvis,  natives 
of  New  York  State,  who  also  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, having  come  from  Scott  township,  Lackawanna 
county,  to  spend  their  last  days  with  their  children. 
The  children  born  to  Rev.  ChaVies  and  Algytha  1 Or- 
vis) Aliller  were  Alary,  deceased  wife  of  \\  illiam 
S.  Finn ; Charles  Nicholson  and  Joseph  S.,  both  de- 
ceased ; Rev.  William  A.,  a Baptist  minister  of 
Clifford  township;  Jerusha,  who  married  Joei 
Wheeler  Finn  and  died  in  Kansas;  Seward  E.,  our 
subject;  Loren,  who  died  after  his  return  from  the 
army;  and  Stephen,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Alissouri. 

On  January  3,  1855,  at  the  home  of  Rev.  V\  ill- 
iam K.  Alott,  in  Providence.  Penn.,  Elder  Seward 
E.  Aliller  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  E.  Anne 
Gardner,  who  was  born  in  Scott  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  February  24,  1831,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Susan  (Barriger)  Gardner,  the  former 
a native  of  Luzerne  county,  the  latter  of  Delaware, 
Pike  county.  Her  parents  died  in  Scott  town- 
ship, where  they  had  made  their  home  for  over 
seventy  years,  and  were  buried  in  Scott  \ alley 
cemetery.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, was  born  November  23,  1799,  and  died 
October  22,  1880,  and  the  mother  died  October 
20,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Their 
j children  were  Charlotte,  deceased  wife  of  John 
j Knight;  Alary  L.,  deceased  wife  of  Hiram  Wells; 
E.  Anne,  wife  of  our  subject:  William  PI.,  de- 
ceased ; John  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years;  Paul,  who  died  in  infancy;  Benjamin 
I-'.,  deceased,  who  was  captain  of  a company  in  the 
Civil  war ; William  H.  H.,  a farmer  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county;  Caroline,  wife  of  Cal- 
vin Yail,  of  Jermyn,  Penn.;  Josephine,  wife  of 
George  Yajl,  a farmer  of  Scott  township;  Chester 
B.,  an  attorney  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Winfield 
S.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Scott  town- 
ship. Airs.  Aliller's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Jesse  and  Christina  (Simrcll)  Gardner,  the  former 
a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.  They  were  farming  people,  and  both  died 
in  Greenfield,  Penn.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Charlotte  (Ewall)  Barriger. 

The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Susan  A.,  who  is  now  the 

wife  of  August  Alarx.  a traveling  salesman  of  El- 
mira. X.  A'.  (2)  Jessie  A.,  wife  of  Rev.  G.  R. 

Smith,  a Baptist  minister  of  Franklinville,  X.  Y. 
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(3)  Frank  S.,  who  was  principal  of  the  Everetts 
schools,  later  a professor  at  Pierce  Business  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  and  superintendent  of  the  Ma- 
hanoy  schools.  Subsequently  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Lackawanna  bar  and  was  an  attorney  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  December  26, 
1896.  He  married  Clara  M.  Gardner.  (4) 
Charles  H.,  who  died  March  9,  1885.  (5)  Hugh 

C.,  who  died  November  20,  1885.  (6)  Eugene 

K.,  who  is  a salesman  in  Scranton.  Penn.  (7) 
Ruth  D.,  who  is  at  home  ; and  (8)  Ralph  William, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  which  has  been  the 
home  of  four  generations  of  the  name. 

In  early  life  Elder  Miller  studied  law,  and  was 
was  admitted  to  the  Lackawanna  County  Bar,  after 
having  been  a student  in  the  office  of  Lathrop  & 
Jones,  of  Carbondale.  He  pleaded  his  first  case  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  but  soon  abandoned  the  profession. 
On  July  10,  1868,  at  the  Greenfield  Church,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  he  was  ordained  a minister,  and 
from  that  time  up  to  within  a few  weeks  of  his 
death  he  engaged  in  preaching,  having  charge  of 
churches  in  Lenox,  Harford  and  Clifford  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county,  besides  some  in  Lacka- 
wanna county.  He  often  preached  in  school-houses 
and  did  much  missionary  work,  most  of  the  time 
receiving  no  compensation  for  his  services.  In 
early  life  he  was  a strong  anti-slavery  man,  was 
also"  an  anti-Mason  and  a man  of  decided  opinions. 
Politically  he  was  a Prohibitionist,  and  he  held  the 
offices  of  school  director  and  poormaster  for  many 
vears,  and  his  support  was  always  given  every 
enterprise  for  the  public  good.  He  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  Clifford  township,  April  23,  1885, 
and  was  buried  in  Clifford  V alley  cemetery,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  He  was  faith- 
ful to  his  church,  to  his  country  and  to  his  friends, 
and  in  his  home  was  a most  exemplary  husband  and 
father.  His  death  occasioned  the  deepest  regret 
throughout  the  community,  and  the  county  thereby 
lost  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 

VAN  CAMP  PETERS.  The  Peters  family 
has  long  been  prominent  in  Pike  county,  and  for 
several  generations  its  members  have  been  active  in 
the  varied  interests  which  have  tended  to  the  rapid 
development  of  that  section.  Coming  of  shrewd, 
thrifty  Holland-Dutch  stock,  they  have  made  the 
best  of  citizens,  and  the  name  is  a synonym  for 
ability  and  integrity  and  enterprise.  The  first  an- 
cestor of  whom  we  have  definite  record  was  Peter 
Peters  (the  great-grandfather  of  the  successful 
young  business  man  of  Stroudsburg  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch).  That  worthy  pioneer,  who  was 
a miller  bv  trade,  came  from  Holland  about  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  ■accompanied  by 
two  brothers,  Henry  and  John,  and  landing  at 
Philadelphia,  made  his  home  for  several  years  at 
Chestnut  Hill,  near  that  city.  Later  he  removed  to 
Easton,  and  finally  to  Stroudsburg,  where  his  last 
days  were  spent. 

Henry  Peters,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 


was  born  near  Philadelphia  in  September,  1787,  and 
died  March  2,  1857.  On  January  16,  1S14,  he 
married  Sarah  Gunsaules,  who  was  born  July  23, 
1794,  in  what  is  now  Middle  Smith, field  township, 
Monroe  county.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Henry 
Peters  bought  a large  tract  of  timber  land  from 
Judge  John  Coolbaugh  and  a Mr.  Van  Horn,  of 
Easton,  the  purchase  including  most  of  the  present 
site  of  the  village  of  Bushkill,  Pike  county.  Here 
he  built  a humble  dwelling,  and  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing and  rafting,  and  as  other  settlers  came  to  the 
locality,  he  became  interested  in  milling  and  in  mer- 
cantile business.  Plis  log  cabin  (which  contained 
only  one  window  with  four  panes  of  glass;  was  the. 
first  tavern  in  the  neighborhood,  travelers  being 
entertained  there  in  primitive  style,  and  after  his 
death  that  business  was  continued  there  for  some 
time  by  one  of  his  sons.  The  building  was  finally 
torn  down,  after  standing  more  than  a century, 
and  near  its  former  site  stands  the  handsome  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Peters.  Henry  Peters 
was  the  virtual  founder  of  Bushkill,  and  was  the 
first  postmaster  at  that  place,  the  office  having  ever 
since  been  held  by  some  member  of  the  family. 
He  was  a man  of  strong  character  and  high  stand- 
ing, industrious  and  economical  in  his  habits,  and 
scrupulously  upright  in  his  dealings  with  others. 
His  descendants  still  own  the  greater  part  of  the 
land  in  and  around  Bushkill,  now  an  attractive  vil- 
lage, much  frequented  by  summer  tourists  in  search 
of  picturesque  scenery  and  healthful  surroundings. 
To  Henry  and  Sarah  Peters  the  following  children 
were  born:  Elizabeth  (1814-1858):  Elsie  (1817), 

widow  of  Henry  M.  La  Bar;  Delinda  P.  (1819- 
1871),  who  married  Henry  S.  Mott,  of  Milford; 
Charles  R. ; Maria ; Catherine  Eilenberger  ; and 
Samuel  G.,  the  last  named  being  now  engaged  in 
business  at  Bushkill. 

Charles  Ridgway  Peters,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  February  12.  1822,  and  died  De- 
cember 2,  1867.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
hotel-keeping  at  Bushkill  throughout  his  life,  and 
won  the  respect  of  all  his  associates  by  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character.  Although  he  was  never  an 
aspirant  after  public  honors  he  took  much  interest 
in  politics,  being  a stanch  Democrat  in  principle, 
while  he  was  also  active  in  Church  work.  On 
February  4,  1852,  he  married  (Miss  Elizabeth  E. 
Coolbaugh,  daughter  of  John  Coolbaugh.  and  three 
children  were  born  to  the  union : Edwin  F., 

Plarry  and  Van  Camp. 

Our  subject  was  born  Tune  17,  1862.  at  Bush- 
kill, ar.d  after  completing  the  course  of  study  in 
the  local  schools  attended  the  seminary  at  Kings- 
ton, Penn.  Having  determined  upon  a business 
career,  he  took  a course  in  the  Eastman  Business 
College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y..  acquiring  a thorough 
training  in  the  methods  of  practical  finance.  He 
then  formed  a partnership  and  engaged  in  the 
groeerv  business  at  Pittston.  Penn.,  but  he  soon 
afterward  sold  his  interest  and  accepted  a clerkship 
in  the  Stroudsburg  National  Bank.  Later  he  was 
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in  business  with  his  uncle,  Hon.  Luke  Brodhead, 
at  Water  Gap,  but  since  1887  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  tanning  business,  in  connection  with 
the  Stroudsburg  Tannery.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  is  not  an  office  seeker. 

On  December  27,  1887,  Mr.  Peters  married 
Miss  Edith  M.  Knighton.  Her  father,  the  late 
Rev.  Frederick  Knighton,  had  been  heavily  inter- 
ested in  the  Stroudsburg  Tannery,  with  which  Mr. 
Peters  is  now  connected.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  are 
leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Stroudsburg,  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  varied 
lines  of  work.  They  have  three  bright  children : 
Knighton,  Henry  and  Adelaide. 

Rev.  Frederick  Knighton,  D.  D.,  who  was  for 
many  years  an  honored  clergyman  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  was  born  April  1,  1814,  in  Derby, 
England,  and  died  at  Stroudsburg,  September  9. 
1888,  after  a long  but  comparatively  painless  illness. 
He  was  of  English  parentage,  and  in  his  character  j 
displayed  many  of  the  best  traits  of  that  sturdy  | 
race.  Dr.  Knighton  spent  his  youth  in  New  Jer-  | 
sey  and  was  educated  at  Princeton,  graduating 
from  the  college  in  1838,  and  from  the  Theological 
Seminary  in  1S41.  Later  he  studied  law  with 
Judge  Green,  of  the  same  city,  but  he  never  prac- 
ticed that  profession.  For  several  years  previous 
to  his  graduation  he  taught  school,  and  after  leav- 
ing school  he  continued  that  occupation  for  a time 
at  various  places,  including  Hamburg  and  Glouces- 
ter, N.  J. ; Alexandria,  Fredericksburg  and  Din- 
widdie  Court  House,  Va. ; Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and 
Milford  and  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  In  1833,  when  a 
young  man,  he  came  to  Stroudsburg  and  taught  a 
public  school  in  the  old  seminary  for  two  years, 
having  for  one  of  his  pupils  Judge  S.  S.  Dreher. 
During  that  time  he  boarded  with  Stroud  J.  Hol- 
linshead,  keeper  of  the  “Stroudsburg  House”  (now 
Burnett). 

The  following  article  gives  a brief  resume  of 
his  labors,  and  is  a high  testimonial  of  his  char- 
acter and  usefulness: 

It  having  pleased  the  Lord  to  remove,  by  death,  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Knighton,  D.  D„  a member  of  the  Presbv-  , 
tery  of  Newton,  the  Presbytery  would  place  on  its  records 
the  following  minute: — 

Dr.  Knighton  was  licensed  by  the  Presbvtery  of  East 
Hanover,  Va.,  in  April,  1847;  was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery 
of  West  Jersey,  November,  18-")!,  served  the  Gloucester  City 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  pastor,  a short  time,  from  this  date;  ! 
took  charge  of  the  Academy  at  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  in  the  fall  of  j 
1854,  and,  soon  after,  began  to  supply  the  First  Presbyterian  i 
Church  of  Oxford.  He  served  this  church  until  the  summer  . 
of  1874  Since  leaving  First  Oxford  in  1874,  he  continued  to 
supply  feeble  Churches  for  short  periods,  and  has  preached 
for  his  brethren,  as  called  upon  to  suppy  their  pulpits,  resid- 
ing for  the  last  ten  years  in  Stroudsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Knighton  was  a man  of  eminently  scholar! v tastes 
and  attainments  He  was  one  of  the  few  liberally  educated 
persons  who  keep  up  their  interest  in  more  4trictlv  literary 
studies.  His  superior  natural  ability  and  acquirements 
would  have  litted  him  well  fora  professor's  chair.  He  was 
much  interested  in  the  cause  of  education.  Several  persons, 
nowin  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  other  professions,  express 
themselves  as  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  valuable  instruc- 
tion in  pursuing  their  Academic  studies. 

His  work,  while  in  the  First  Oxford  Church,  was  greatly 


blessed,  a new'  Church-edifice  having  been  built,  and  large 
accessions  made  to  the  membership  of  the  Church:  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  doing  foundation  work  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Second  Church  of  Oxford.  He  served  as  Chap- 
lain of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  N.  J.  Vols.,  for  the  term  of 
nine  months,  during  our  late  Civil  war.  His  work  has  been 
accomplished,  and  he  has  entered  into  his  rest. 

One  after  another  the  members  connected  with  the 
Presbytery  of  Newton,  when  Dr.  Knighton  became  a mem- 
ber of  this  body,  have  been  separated  from  us,  by  death  or 
otherwise,  until  but  one  remains.  The  admonition  comes  to 
all  the  present  members  of  this  Presbytery:  “ Be  ye  also 

ready.” 

Resolved,  That  the  Presbytery,  hereby,  expresses  its 
deep  sympathy  with  the  family  of  Dr.  Knighton,  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  minute  be  forwarded  to  them  by  the  Stated 
Clerk. 

Adopted  by 

the  Presbytery  of  Newton, 
at  Washington,  N.  J., 
this  third  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1888. 

[Signed]  Attest,  E.  Clarke  Cline, 

Stated  Clerk. 

The  Doctor  was  a member  of  Wadsworth 
Grand  Army  Post,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  a large 
delegation  attended  the  funeral  services  which  were 
held  at  his  late  home,  the  remains  being  afterward 
removed  to  Towanda,  Penn.,  for  interment.  In 
1841  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Sarah  Wilson, 
daughter  of  a prominent  citizen  of  Princeton.  She 
survives  him  with  two  daughters : the  eldest  mar- 
ried Noble  N.  Betts,  a banker  of  Towanda,  Penn. ; 
and  the  younger  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

NASH  E.  GARDNER,  a leading  and  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  follows  general  farming  and  also  operates 
flagstone  quarries.  He  is  a native  of  the  county 
where  he  still  resides,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Lenox  township,  March  24,  1849. 

Mr.  Gardner's  parents  were  William  R.  and 
Ann  (Baker)  Gardner,  the  former  born  in  Norwich. 
Conn.,  September  10,  1813,  the  latter  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn..  March  19,  1819.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years  the  father  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  located  in  Lenox  township.  He 
had  prevously  learned  the  tanner's  and  currier's 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with  shoe- 
making  for  twenty  years,  later  turning  his  attention 
to  farming.  Lie  was  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  and  filled  the  offices  of  school  direc- 
tor and  township  supervisor.  He  died  in  June. 
1896,  his  wife  passing  away  in  March,  1885.  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  Their 
children  were  Hulda  S..  wife  of  John  Lee,  a farmer 
and  huckster  of  Clifford;  Susan  E..  wife  of  Peter 
Decker,  a retired  farmer  of  Clifford:  Joseph  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  and  Nash 
E.,  our  subject. 

Upon  his  father's  farm,  in  Lenox  township. 
Nash  E.  Gardner  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the 
common  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
several  terms  at  Harford.  On  attaining  his  majoritv 
he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  his  removal,  in  November,  1881, 


. 


. 


. 


iUM  mm;,  - lifiHe At ijat 


I I Ml 





( 


£*4f 


1145 


a, 

COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


to  his  present  home,  and  which  he  continued  to  own 
until  1892.  He  is  a skillful  farmer  and  good  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  steadily  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings until  he  is  now  quite  well-to-do,  owning,  be- 
sides his  home  in  Clifford,  fine  property  in  Forest 
City  and  Carbondale,  and  two  farms  in  Lackawanna 
county.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  affiliating  with  the 
lodge  at  East  Benton,  Penn.,  and  of  the  Farmers’ 
Alliance,  and  he  is  a member  and  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  & Industrial  Union 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Pennsylvania.  Re-  , 
ligiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  principles. 

At  Clifford,  September  13,  1870,  Mr.  Gardner 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  H.  Linda  Utley, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children : Cather- 
ine S.,  Anabel  and  Marian  L..  all  at  home.  Mrs. 
Gardner  is  also  a native  of  Lenox  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Lucius  and  Catherine  (Kennedy)  Utlev, 
who  were  natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the 
latter  city.  February  16.  1828.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents. Amos  and  Alice  (Abbott)  Utley,  made 
their  home  in  New  London.  Conn.,  and  the  maternal 
grandparents.  James  and  Sarah  ( Abbott ) Kennedy, 
came  from  that  State  to  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  at  an 
early  day.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  her  father 
commenced  work  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Mauch 
Chunk.  Penn.,  remaining  there  until,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight,  he  came  to  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
1884,  becoming  one  of  the  best  and  most  extensive 
agriculturists  of  the  township.  He  attended  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  as  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  his  community  he  was  called  upon  to  fill 
several  township  offices.  His  last  days  were  spent 
with  his  children,  and  he  died  at  he  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Eliza  Osterhous,  in  Dun- 
more.  Penn..  June  II,  1887.  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  vears  and  one  day.  His  wife  was  born  in  1807, 
and  died  in  Lenox  township.  October  4.  1879.  Both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  They  reared 
a family  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are 
still  living,  and  all  but  two  reside  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  eldest.  Mrs.  Burdick,  now  (1900)  aged  seventy- 
two  years,  the  youngest  aged  fiftv-two  vears. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  George  Burdick,  tollgate  keeper 
at  Chinchilla.  Penn. : James  K.  is  a farmer  of  Lenox 
township:  Jared  F.  is  a fanner  of  Clifford  town- 
ship: Catherine  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Halstead : Eliza  A.  is  the  widow  of  William  Oster-  1 
lions,  of  Dunmorc:  Stephen  Lester  is  a farmer  of 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.;  Lydia  , is  the  wife  of 
Marshall  Finn,  a merchant  of  Dalton,  Penn. ; Charles 
is  a farmer  of  Lenoxville : Mary  is  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Halstead,  a prospector  of  South  Dakota: 
John  L.  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  township:  H.  Linda 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject : and  Adelia  D.  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Waderman,  a farmer  of  South  Dakota. 


AMORY  XELSOX  BULLARD,  a well- 
known  surveyor  and  prominent  citizen  of  Mont- 
rose, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  a 
representative  of  one  of  her  honored  old  families. 
He  was  born  in  Springville,  now  Dimock  town- 
ship, September  1,  1817,  and  is  a son  of  Elijah 
and  Olive  C.  (Deans)  Bullard,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Connecticut,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna,  and  died 
in  Montrose,  the  father  in  1864,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  the  mother  in  1874.  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Montrose  cemetery.  The  father  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  owing  to  rheumatism  he 
spent  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  in  retirement 
from  active  labor.  He  made  his  home  in  Mont- 
rose for  twenty  years.  Of  his  children,  our  subject 
is  the  eldest ; Olive  C.  is  a resident  of  Montrose ; 
Isaac  X.  is  a merchant  of  that  city' ; Amanda  G.  is 
the  widow  of  Harvey  Tyler,  and  a resident  of  Mont- 
rose ; Zebulon  is  a retired  farmer  of  South  Mont- 
rose ; and  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Philander  Pepper, 
a lumber  merchant  of  Williamsport,  Penn.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Isaac  and 
Sally  (Tyler)  Bullard,  natives  of  Xew  Hampshire, 
who  came  to  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
Co..  Penn.,  in  1812,  and  here  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
years.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Zebulon  and 
Olive  (Crocker)  Deans,  natives  of  Connecticut,  also 
located  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  1812.  when 
it  still  formed  a part  of  Luzerne  county. 

Amory'  XT.  Bullard  remained  upon  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  aiding  in  its 
cultivation  during  the  summer  months,  while 
through  the  winter  season,  from  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  he  taught  school,  teaching  for  eleven 
terms,  ten  of  these  in  Jessup,  Rush  and  Bridge- 
water  townships  and'  the  last  in  Montrose.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-five  he  commenced  learning  the  car- 
penter's and  joiner’s  trade  in  Montrose,  and  fol- 
lowed that  for  a few  years,  after  which  he  con- 
ducted a news  stand  and  stationery  store — the  first 
of  the  kind  in  Susquehanna  county.  During  Presi- 
j dent  Pierce's  administration  he  was  appointed 
J postmaster  of  Montrose  and  most  acceptably  filled 
| that  office  for  one  term.  Subsequently  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  an  unexpired  term  as  county  super- 
intendent caused  by  the  death  of  Prof.  Tewksbury, 
and  when  he  retired  from  that  office  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Montrose  for  ten  years. 
At  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he  had  on  hand  a 
large  stock  of  goods,  and  as  prices  fell,  he  sold  out' 
his  business,  and.  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  in  Wilkes  Barre.  Penn.,  has  since  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  berries 
on  a tract  of  one  acre,  and  to  surveying,  in  which 
he  has  been  engaged  for  the  past  thirty  vears. 

In  January,  1845,  at  Binghamton.  X.  V.  Mr. 
Bullard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Emily 
(Leach)  McKinstrv,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
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children:  (i)  Frank  E.,  head  clerk  for  the  Union 

Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  at  Xorth  Platte,  Xeb.,  married 
Bell  Davis,  and  they  have  four  children.  (2)  Julius 
A.,  a homeopathic  physician  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  married  Daisy  Smith,  and  they  have  had 
eight  daughters,  of  whom  six  are  still  living. 

Airs.  Bullard  was  born  in  Xew  Alilford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  Alarch  14,  1812,  a 

daughter  of  Capt.  Hezekiah  and  Ruth  (Corbit) 
Leach,  natives  of  Connecticut.  They  were  married 
in  New  Alilford  township,  and  there  they  continued 
to  make  their  home  throughout  life.  The  father 
served  as  captain  of  a militia  company,  was  a large 
land  owner  and  extensive  farmer,  and  also  con- 
ducted a hotel  in  Xew  Alilford  township  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  1857,  his  wife  in  1844,  aged 
fifty-three  years,  and  both  were  buried  in  that  town- 
ship. Their  children  were  as  follows : George, 

who  died  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; Julia,  deceased  wife  of  John  Davis;  Harry,  de- 
ceased; Sally,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sally,  deceased, 
who  first  married  George  Aianning  and  second 
Daniel  AIcAIillen;  Emily,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Lucian,  who  died  in  infancy;  Lewis,  who  died  in 
California : Cornelia,  widow  of  John  Egbert  and  a 
resident  of  Xew  York;  and  Lucian,  deceased. 
Airs.  Bullard  was  first  married  in  Xew  Alilford, 
Penn.,  to  Alexander  AfcKinstrv,  who  was  born  in 
Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  in  1810,  and  died  there 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  His  father,  John 
AfcKinstrv,  was  a native  of  Scotland.  By  her  first 
marriage  Airs.  Bullard  had  two  children : Aaron 

H.,  who  was  killed  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ; 
and  Lizzie,  wife  of  Cornelius  Ackerman,  an  archi- 
tect and  builder  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  Robert  AI. 

For  fifty-three  years  Air.  Bullard  has  been  an 
honored  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  three  years,  councilman 
one  year,  and  burgess  two  terms  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public. 
His  election  to  the  last  named  office  plainly  indi- 
cates his  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  as  the  city  is  strongly 
Republican. 

GEORGE  EUXXELL  (deceased),  in  his  dav 
a prominent  agriculturist  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  Xovembcr  26,  1822.  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  son  of  James  Bunnell, 
who  settled  there  in  the  early  part  of  the  centurv. 

Benjamin  Bunnell,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Xovembcr  10,  1742,  in  Afonroe 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  married  Catherine  Berrv, 
who  was  born  Xovembcr  26,  1759,  in  Alonroe  coun- 
ty, and  we  have  the  following  record  of  their  chil- 
dren: Benjamin,  John.  Solomon.  Isaac  and  James 

died  in  Wyoming  county;  Gershom  is  deceased; 
Hester  married,  and  died  in  Ohio;  Pattie,  Airs. 


John  Place,  died  in  Alonroe  county:  Pollv,  Airs. 
John  Jayne,  died  in  Wyoming  county : Elizabeth, 
wife  of  William  Jayne,  died  in  Wyoming  county ; 
Beckie,  Airs.  Aloses  Batron,  died  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty ; Catherine,  who  died  in  Auburn  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  married  twice,  first  to  Dr. 
Karaev,  and  second  to  Benjamin  Crawford.  The 
father  of  these  passed  away  Alarch  24.  1S14.  and 
the  mother  subsequently  came  with  her  children  to 
northeastern  Pennsylvania,  the  family  settling  in 
Wyoming  county.  She  died  September  15,  1843, 
and  her  remains  rest  in  Alonroe  county,  where  her 
husband  was  also  buried. 

James  Bunnell  was  born  Alay  27,  1799.  in 
Alonroe  county,  where  he  was  reared,  being  in  his 
early  manhood  when  he  came  with  the  family  to 
Wyoming  county,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
throughout  his  active  life.  He  married  Aliss  Lovisa 
Russell,  who  was  born  Alay  25,  1798,  daughter  cf 
Alvin  and  Hannah  (Alcott)  Russell,  and  they 
reared  a large  family,  of  whom  Flester.  now  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  L.  Safford,  of  Wyoming 
county;  Sally,  wife  of  Daniel  Cooley,  lives  in  Bing- 
hamton, X’.  Y. ; George  is  mentioned  below ; Isaac, 
deceased,  was  a resident  of  Auburn  township : Lu- 
cinda, widow  of  H.  Bird,  lives  in  Aleshoppen.  Penn. ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Jackson  Aianning,  lives  in  Au- 
burn township ; Barton  is  a farmer  of  Aleshoppen ; 
Eleanor,  wife  of  George  Alain,  has  her  home  in 
Alichigan ; Roxana,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Charles  Baldwin,  of  Aleshoppen.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  Alay  26,  1879.  at  die  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years ; the  mother  is  also  deceased. 

George  Bunnell  was  given  the  somewhat 
limited  advantages  for  education  ottered  by  the 
public  schools  in  vogue  during  his  boyhood  days, 
and  he  assisted  his  father  at  home  until  he  reached 
his  majority,  after  which  he  worked  for  him  by 
the  month.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  and  bought  100  acres  of  land 
in  Auburn  township,  on  which  the  work  of  improve- 
ment had  commenced,  and  there  he  continued  to 
reside,  carrying  on  general  farming.  He  added 
thirty  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and  now  had 
seventy-five  acres  cleared  and  under  the  plow, 
and  derived  a good  income  from  his  land,  which 
became  a valuable  tract  under  his  judicious  man- 
agement. In  addition  to  regular  farm  work  he  en- 
gaged in  dairying,  at  his  death  keeping  ten  cows, 
and  at  one  time  he  also  had  a number  of  sheep. 
He  was  a stockholder  in  the  local  creamery,  and 
he  supported  by  his  influence  and  means  every 
enterprise  which  would  advance  local  interests,  or 
tend  to  improve  or  benefit  the  township  which  had 
so  long  been  his  home,  and  where  he  was  highly 
respected  by  all  for  his  many  sterling  qualities.  Air. 
Bunnell's  public  spirit  bad  been  recognized  by  his 
fellow  townsmen,  and  he  had  been  honored  on 
numerous  occasions  with  election  to  local  offices 
of  responsibility,  for  which  his  ability  and  integrity 
admirably  fitted  him.  He  served  six  years  as 
school  director,  several  terms  as  supervisor,  as 
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pathmaster,  and  several  times  declined  political 
preferment.  His  support  was  given  to  the  Repub-  j 
lican  party. 

On  June  io,  1850,  Mr.  Bunnell  was  married,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Eleanor  Russell,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Sally  (Sparks)  Russell,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Byron  j., 

who  is  a farmer  and  gas  man  of  Fairfield  county,  i 
Ohio;  Bentley,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  1 
and  Samantha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Jayne,  of 
Meshoppen,  Penn.  The  mother  of  these  was  called  1 
to  her  long  home  December  11,  1868,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Bunnell  wedded,  on  October  23, 
1870,  Miss  Mary  Jane  Wakeley,  daughter  of  Bur- 
ton and  Eliza  (Sturdevant)  Wakeley.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  the  following  named  children : 
Etta,  who  is  the  wife  of  S.  Teetsel,  of  Auburn 
township;  Louis  M.,  a farmer  of  Meshoppen ; Clif- 
ford A.,  who  assists  his  father  on  the  home  farm ; 
Lucy,  Eva  and  Addie,  all  attending  school.  The 
family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Bunnell  was  an  earnest  member  for  some  forty 
years,  and  held  the  offices  of  steward  and  trustee. 
Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Grange.  His 
death  occurred  December  12,  1899,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-seven  years  and  sixteen  days. 

Burton  Wakeley,  father  of  Mrs.  Bunnell,  was 
born  January  29,  1821,  in  Stepney,  Conn.,  and  mar- 
ried Eliza  Sturdevant,  who  was  born  February  27, 
1819,  at  Black  Walnut,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.  She  J 
is  still  living  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
Mr.  Wakeley  was  engaged  in  farming  for  many 
years,  dying  there  December  21,  1896.  He  also  ! 
traveled  through  the  West,  in  government  service, 
and  he  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  i 
Bunnell,  born  March  3,’  1844,  was  the  eldest  of 
their  family ; Emma  E.  and  George  live  in  Brad- 
ford county ; Sarah  is  a resident  of  Towanda, 
Penn. ; Monroe  occupies  the  old  homestead ; Win- 
ona died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

LAYTON  ROSEXKRAXS,  who  is  now 
living  retired  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  presents  in  his  career  a splendid  illustration  j 
of  what  can  be  accomplished  in  life  by  indefatigable  j 
labor,  close  application  to  business,  and  persever- 
ance. He  commenced  life  at  the  foot  of  the  lad-  j 
der,  but,  blessed  with  a prudent  and  sensible  wife  1 
as  a helpmeet,  he  is  now  aide  to  take  life  easily  and  1 
comfortably,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
early  industry. 

Mr.  Rosenkrans  was  born  April  21,  1828.  in 
Sussex  county,  X.  J.,  where  his  parents,  Nicholas  1 
and  Lydia  J.  (Layton)  Rosenkrans.  spent  their 
entire  lives,  as  did  also  the  grandparents  on  both  | 
sides,  who  were  Benjamin  and  Margaret  ( Sclioon-  j 
over)  Rosenkrans.  and  John  and  Abby  (Brink)  i 
Layton.  Our  subject's  father  was  a farmer  In- 
occupation. and  was  honored  with  a number  of 
township  offices.  He  died  in  1851,  aged  fifty-six 
years,  the  mother  in  1840.  aged  thirty-six.  and  both 
were  buried  in  Peters  Yallev,  Sussex  countv.  The  1 


children  born  to  them  were  Caroline,  who  died 
young;  Teressa,  wife  of  Amsa  Durling,  of  Mor- 
ristown, X.  J. ; Anson  P.,  a merchant  of  Stillwater, 
X.  J. ; Layton,  our  subject;  Allen,  a berry  raiser  of 
Newton,  X.  J. ; Emily,  who  died  young;  and  Lo- 
renzo D.,  a merchant  of  Newton,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Hannah  Finn,  who  died  two  months 
later,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Mary  Smith, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Henry  O.,  a lum- 

ber and  coal  merchant  of  Port  Jervis,  X.  \ . ; and 
Myron  S.,  a bookkeeper,  of  Jersey  City. 

Layton  Rosenkrans  remained  on  the  home 
farm  in  New  Jersey  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  and  then  entered  a cooper  shop  with  the  in- 
tention of  learning  the  trade,  but  was  taken  ill  nine 
months  later  and  gave  up  the  business,  as  he  was 
in  poor  health  for  some  time.  Later  he  clerked  in 
his  brother's  store  for  eight  years,  receiving  only 
his  board  the  greater  part  of  the  time  and  S5  per 
month  the  last  two  years,  and  for  one  year  he  was 
interested  in  the  grocery  business  at  Paterson,  X. 
J.  The  following  year  he  conducted  a store  in 
Sussex  county,  X.  J.,  and  then  went  to  Port  Jervis, 
X.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  as  night  watchman 
at  the  railroad  shops  for  a year  and  a half.  He  and 
his  brother  Oscar  next  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  temperance  drinks  at  that  place,  but  six 
months  later  he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  with 
his  brother  Allen  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where 
they  engaged  in  the  saloon  and  restaurant  business 
together  for  a short  time.  In  the  meantime  he 
taught  his  brother  the  art  of  manufacturing  soda 
drinks,  and  then  took  the  business  and  conducted 
it  alone  for  seven  years  with  marked  success.  On 
disposing  of  the  same,  in  1876,  he  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  and  located  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Jessup  township,  in  the  successful  operation  of 
which  he  was  actively  engaged  for  many  years, 
but  is  now  practically  living  retired.  It  is  pleas- 
antly located  three  and  one-half  miles  from  Mont- 
rose, and  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
his  political  views  Mr.  Rosenkrans  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  most  creditably  served  as  township  treas- 
urer for  three  years. 

On  February  11,1874.  in  Fairdale,  Susquehanna 
county,  Mr.  Rosenkrans  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sivers.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  are  rearing  an  adopted 
daughter,  Lillian,  who  was  born  January  8,  1893, 
and  has  made  her  home  with  them  since  seven 
months  old.  Mrs.  Rosenkrans  was  born  in  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  August  12.  1852, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mahala  ( Martin) 
Sivers,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  New 
York  State,  but  shortly  after  their  marriage  took 
up  their  residence  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
Co..  Penn.,  where  the  mother  died  in  1S65.  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years.  The  father  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  in  May,  1896,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Fairdale  cemeterv.  The  children  born  to  them 
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were  Edward,  deceased;  Jeremiah,  a farmer  of 
Jessup  township;  Hiram,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Martin, 
who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Rebellion;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  Rush  township; 
jMahala,  wife  of  Charles  Larue,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Rachel,  wife  of  John  Fowler,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  a farmer  of  Jessup  township; 
Elmira,  who  died  young;  Mary  A.,  wife. of  our 
subject;  Melvina,  wife  of  Lafayette  Shelp,  of  For- 
est Lake  township;  and  Lawrence,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township. 

Benjamin  Rosenkrans,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  John  Rosenkrans,  was  a colo- 
nel in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Alexander  Rosen- 
krans, the  great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  a son  of  Herman.  H.  Rosenkrans, 
who  came  from  Norway,  but  was  supposed  to  be 
a native  of  Holland ; he  married  Magdaleane 
Durks,  who  had  first  married  Cornelius  Capus. 

MATTHEW  JAMES  HARRINGTON,  a 
representative  and  prominent  citizen  of  Montrose, 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  development  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  its 
material  welfare.  He  was  born  near  Deckertown, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  September  18,  1829,  and  was  ten 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  spent  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmers' 
sons  of  that  day,  and  he  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he 
purchased  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  to 
its  cultivation  and  improvement  devoted  his  ener- 
gies for  several  years.  Leaving  the  farm  in  1873, 
he  removed  to  Montrose,  and  conducted  the  "Ex- 
change Hotel”  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  purchased  another  farm  in  Bridgewater 
township,  and  operated  it  for  ten  years.  Return- 
ing to  Montrose,  he  has  since  conducted  a feed 
store.  Mr.  Harrington  has  helped  to  clear  about 
1,000  acres  of  land  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
his  labors  has  prospered,  besides  his  farm  owning 
eight  acres  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
Montrose,  and  property  in  Binghamton,  New 
York.  ■ 

In  Bridgewater  township,  Mr.  Harrington 
was  married.  May  2.  1855,  to  Miss  Eunice  Gard- 
ner. and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children : 
William  H.,  John  C,  Annie  II.  and  James  F. 
William  H.  and  John  C.  are  in  partnership,  con- 
ducting grist  and  saw  mills,  and  a foundry  just  out- 
side the  corporate  limits  of  Montrose.  Annie  is 
at  home.  James  F.  resides  in  Lenoir,  N.  C.,  being 
manager  of  a large  company  store. 

Mrs.  Harrington  was  born  in  Plainsville, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  July  14,  1833.  a daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  A.  (Wagner)  Gardner,  the 
former  a native  cf  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Ltt-  j 
zcrne  county,  Penn.  They  were  married  in  Plains- 
ville, and  in  1834  came  to  Bridgewater  township,  I 


Susquehanna  county,  locating  on  a farm  owned  and 
operated  by  their  youngest  son.  The  father  was 
born  April  8,  1803,  and  died  October  16,  1854.  and 
the  mother  was  born  August  1,  1811,  and  died 
May  29,  1875,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  East  Bridgewater  township.  They  attended  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  were  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  them.  Mrs.  Harrington  was  the  eldest 
of  their  children;  Catherine  E.,  born  March  13, 
1835,  died  February  7,  1836;  Jonathan  F..  born 
October  19,  1836,  is  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship; James  S.,  born  November  13,  1838,  is  also 
a farmer  of  that  township;  Perry  G.,  born  Febru- 
ary 11,  1841,  died  August  24,  1842;  George  H., 
born  June  8,  1843,  died  January  2,  1845  : Ntary  L., 
born  April  9,  1845,  died  September  22,  1871  ; Lyclia 
A.,  born  March  20,  1847,  is  the  widow  of  J.  W. 
Young,  of  Montrose;  Harriet  F.,  born  September 
23,  1848,  died  February  8,  1849;  Ziba  W.,  born 
January  22,  1830,  was  killed  by  a falling  tree  in 
Colorado,  January  27,  1886;  and  William  F..  born 
December  1,  1852,  is  a resident  of  Bridgewater 
township.  Mrs.  Harrington's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Jonathan  and  Eunice  (Latham)  Gardner,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  during  the  childhood  of  their  son  William, 
and  continued  to  make  their  home  here  throughout 
life.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Frederick  and 
Catherine  Wagner,  were  early  settlers  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Harrington  supported  the 
Whig  party,  and  later  was  instrumental  jn  organ- 
izing the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a stanch  supporter.  He  is  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  well  known  for 
his  sterling  character  and  worth.  He  is  a - self- 
educated  as  well  as  a self-made  man,  having  at- 
tended school  after  he  attained  his  majority,  and 
paying  his  own  tuition  with  money  he  had  been 
able  to  save  from  his  earnings.  For  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit, 
as  it  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  and 
energetic  efforts. 

O.  S.  KENYON,  an  old  and  honored  citizen 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
spent  his  entire  life  there,  his  birth  occurring  in 
July.  1823. 

Our  subject's  parents.  Rodger  and  Freelove 
(Dawlev)  Kenyon,  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  Rhode  Island,  where  they  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  October,  1822,  when  they  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  settled  on  the  hill 
near  Lawsville,  upon  the  farm  owned  by  the  Cos- 
griff  brothers.  From  that  tract  of  land  the  father 
cleared  away  the  trees,  and  then  converted  the  wild 
land  into  a highly-cultivated  farm,  on  which  he 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings.  There  he 
died  in  1872.  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  his  wor- 
thy wife  passed  away  in  1862.  aged  seventy-four. 
They  were  well-known  and  highly  respected.  ( Inly 
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two  of  their  nine  children  are  now  living:  Rodger, 
a resident  of  Montrose;  and  U.  S.,  our  subject. 
Those  deceased  are  Sallie,  Hannah,  James,  hree- 
love,  Susan,  Annie  and  Phuebe. 

O.  S.  Kenyon  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Liberty  township,  and  as  he  was  in  poor  health 
when  a young  man  he  traveled  throughout  the 
country  with  a team,  selling  dry-goods,  tor  several 
years.  In  1846  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Hannah  Sherman,  a native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a daughter  of  Sheffield  L.  and  Hannah  Sher- 
man. Pie  brought  his  young  wife  to  his  present 
home  in  Liberty  township,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously purchased,  and  to  its  cultivation  and  general 
improvement  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with 
most  gratifying  results. 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife,  three,  Rodger,  Edna,  and  Othenal,  died  in 
childhood.  The  others  are  as  follows : ( 1 ) Mary 

A.,  born  in  1847,  has  been  an  invalid  from  child- 
hood, and  resides  at  home.  (2)  Ellen  P.,  born  in 
1852,  married  John  Adams,  of  Liberty  township, 
and  after  his  death  wedded  Isaac  Rosa,  of  Xew 
York  State.  They  now  make  their  home  in  Bing- 
hamton. (3)  Eva  born  in  1854,  married  Nor- 
man Van  Houten,  of  Liberty  township,  and  they, 
too,  lived  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died. 
(4)  Cynthia,  born  in  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Payson 
Banker,  of  Liberty  township,  where  they  reside  on 
his  farm.  Their  children  are  Ina,  Eva,  Moses  G. 
and  Alfred.  (5)  Lewis  B.,  born  in  1870,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  home  schools,  and  in  Rhode  Island 
learned  the  machinist's  trade,  which  he  is  now  fol- 
lowing in  the  Jones  Scale  Works,  of  Binghamton, 
New  York. 

Mr.  Kenyon  and  his  son  Lewis  are  both  sup- 
porters of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  advance  its  interests  and  insure  its  suc- 
cess. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Laws- 
ville,  give  liberally  to  its  support,  and  never  with- 
hold their  aid  from  any  enterprise  calculated  to 
advance  the  moral  or  social  welfare  of  their  com- 
munity. By  their  many  deeds  of  kindness,  and 
charitable  acts,  they  have  gained  the  friendship  of 
all  classes,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  couple  in 
Liberty  township  are  held  in  higher  esteem. 

FRED  A.  OSBORN  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  countv, 
where  he  has  been  for  several  years  a successful 
fanner.  His  keen  intelligence  has  won  him  respect, 
and  his  genial,  kindly  disposition  has  attached  to 
him  a host  of  personal  friends.  He  is  still  in  the 
prime  of  manhood,  having  been  born  December  29, 
1852,  at  Oxford,  Chenango  county.  New  York. 

Our  subject's  father,  Edward  M.  Osborn,  mar- 
ried Elsey  Permelia  Youlin,  she  being  his  second 
wife,  and  marrying  him  after  the  death  of  her  sis- 
ter, to  whom  he  had  been  first  united.  She  was 
born  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y..  July  3.  1826,  and 
died  there  November  11,  1862,  now  sleeping  in  the 


beautiful  cemetery  at  Oxford,  where  her  life  as  a 
wife  and  mother  was  passed.  Edward  M.  Osborn 
was  born  June  22,  18x6.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
physique  and  resolute  will.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  H,  114th  New  York  Volunteers. 
After  six  months'  service,  however,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  on  the  score  of  disability,  the 
result  of  disease  contracted  in  the  miasmatic 
marshes  and  swamps  of  the  South.  Not  long  after 
the  death  of  his  second  wife  he  went  to  Great 
Bend,  Penn.,  where  he  married,  for  his  third  wife. 
Miss  Sarah  B.  Miles.  He  conducted  a shoe  store 
there,  both  making  and  selling  footwear,  until  1870, 
when  he  moved  to  Harford,  and  was  so  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  fellow  townsmen  that  for  ten  years 
he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  May 
27,  1895,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-nine,  and 
is  buried  at  Harford.  He  was  a devout  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  his  passing  away  was  a cause  for  public  re- 
gret. No  children  were  born  of  his  first  marriage. 
Fred  A.,  as  has  been  said,  was  a child  of  the  second 
wife,  whose  other  children  were  as  follows:  Elijah 
accompanied  an  army  surgeon  to  the  front  when 
but  a boy  of  thirteen  years,  and  became  the  pet  of  the 
regiment,  but  within  a year  was  attacked  with 
typhoid,  and  died  March  18,  1863;  Amelia  F.  is  the 
widow  of  C.  A.  Chant,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ; Charles 

M.  conducts  a coffee-roasting  plant  at  Syracuse, 

N.  Y. ; Mary  E.  married  E.  W.  Miller,  a grocer  of 
New  York  City;  Lizzie  L.  is  the  wife  of  F.  B. 
Peck,  a hotel  keeper  and  the  postmaster  at  Amherst, 
Neb.;  Frank  E.,  a machinist,  lives  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. ; Lelia  B.  is  married  to  W.  L.  Bennett,  a mer- 
chant of  Sidney,  X.  Y.  To  the  third  marriage  were 
born  six  children : Ella  B.,  deceased ; Lulu  M.,  who 
married  Everett  Perry,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn..; 
Edward  M.,  a resident  of  Philadelphia ; Eugene  H., 
who  conducts  a barber's  establishment  at  Har- 
ford; Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Hemander,  of 
Susquehanna ; and  Ray,  who  is  connected  with  a 
Toilet  Supply  Co.,  at  Philadelphia. 

Fred  A.  Osborn  married  while  very  young.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  hard  work,  but  its  story  is  a 
tale  of  the  success  which  attends  industry,  integritv 
and  thrift.  On  January  28,  1872,  before  he  had 
reached  his  majority,  lie  "led  to  the  altar  Miss  Alzada 
Phillips,  who  was  born  December  8,  1846,  in  Lenox 
township,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Sallv  A.  ( Farn- 
ham ) Phillips.  Mrs.  Osborn's  familv  mav  be 
reckoned  among  the  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Both  her  parents  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, her  father  (who  was  a shoemaker)  in  i88r, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  her  mother  in  1897,  at 
eighty-six.  Mrs.  Phillips  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  bore  her  husband  ten  chil- 
dren: Celestia,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Hiram  Dolph  : Owen,  who  lost  his  life  while  gallant- 
ly fighting  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness : Stephen, 
a prosperous  farmer  at  Williamsport,  Penn. : George, 
who  lost  his  life  through  a railroad  accident  at  Har- 
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risburg,  while  on  his  way  to  rejoin  his  regiment  after 
three  years’  service;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Joshua  Vail, 
of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Hannah,  widow  of  Truman 
Whipple,  of  Carbondale ; Alzada,  Mrs.  Osborn ; 
Juliatte,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Gifford,  a 
farmer  at  Lenox,  Penn. ; Xelson,  a farmer  at 
Elk  Hill,  in  Clifford  township ; and  Elisha  P.,  whose 
whereabouts  are  unknown,  nothing  having  been 
heard  of  him  since  he  started  for  the  West,  many 
years  ago.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osbom  has  been 
born  one  son,  Xelson  E.,  who  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Osborn  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  began  the  real 
battle  of  life.  He  commenced  by  working  on  the 
farm  of  William  Clark,  who  paid  him  the  by  no- 
means  princely  compensation  of  his  board  and 
clothes,  with  the  privilege  of  attending  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  He  remained  with  Mr. 
Clark  for  three  years,  when  his  (Osborn’s)  father 
removed  to  Tom's  River,  X.  J.,  taking  Fred  with 
him.  After  a year  spent  there  the  boy  went  to 
Great  Bend,  Penn.,  where  he  secured  work  as  a 
farm  hand,  earning  his  board  and.  clothes,  with  a 
stipend  of  eight  dollars  per  month  and  the  same 
educational  privileges  as  before.  He  stayed  at  Great 
Bend  for  one  year,  and  then,  finding  it  impossible 
to  collect  the  pittance  due  him,  he  made  his  wav 
back  to  his  birthplace,  Oxford,  X*.  Y..  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  married,  then  settling  at  Scrant- 
on, Penn.  Moving  to  Harford  three  years  later,  he 
spent  the  next  twenty-four  months  as  a cobbler  in 
his  father's  shop,  and  then  rented  a farm,  which  he 
cultivated  for  five  years.  His  next  venture  was  in 
carpentering,  at  which  he  worked,  with  fairlv  good 
success,  for  some  five  years.  Later  he  was  engaged 
in  the_  village  of  Harford  two  and  a half  years  as 
clerk  for  C.  H.  Johnston,  and  during  the  next  four 
years  for  his  successor,  E.  E.  Jones,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  postmaster  under  Cleve- 
land s administration,  filling  the  office  for  four  vears. 
Meantime  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for 
himself,  continuing  successfully  for  four  vears,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  store  and 
bought  the  eighty-acre  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides. He  has  received  many  tributes  of  popular 
good-will  and  confidence,  having  been  elected  town- 
ship clerk,  and  school  director  for  nine  vears.  and 
having  been  chosen,  in  1898.  as  one  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Harford  Agricultural  Societv.  be- 
coming one  of  the  executive  council  of  that  bouv. 
which  position  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Osborn  s political  affiliation  is  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a prominent  Odd  Fellow, 
affiliating  with  Live  Oak  Lodge  Xo.  635,  his  mem- 
bership in  the  order  dating  front  iSye.  Twice 
he  has  represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  he  has  served  two  terms  as  District  Depute 
Grand  Master  in  Susquehanna  ccunty.  He  also 
belongs  to  G.  L.  Payne  Camp.  Sons  of  Veterans, 
and  served  as  its  chief  executive  officer  during  two 
terms.  \\  hile  his  career  has  not  been  marked  with 


startling  achievements,  it  presents  a noteworthy  ill- 
ustration of  the  possibilities  afforded  by  a demo- 
cratic commonwealth.  He  has  hewed  out  his  own 
path  to  success  in  the  face  of  difficulties  which  might 
have  overcome  weaker  men,  and  stands  to-day  as  one 
of  the  best  types  of  the  “self-made  man.” 

Vs  ILLIAM  E.  ROSS  has  passed  his  life  in 
northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  farmer. 

Mr.  Ross  was  born  and  reared  in  Wyoming 
county,  but  for  twenty-two  years  has  been  one  of 
the  enterprising  residents  of  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county. . His  father  was  in  later  life  a 
farmer  of  Lenox  township,  and  his  grandfather, 
William  Ross,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Scran- 
ton, moving  from  Xew  Jersey,  his  native  State,  to 
the  site  of  that  city  when  it  was  known  as  Slocum 
Hollow.  William  Ross  possessed  the  true  pioneer 
spirit,  and  after  a residence  of  some  years  at  Scran- 
ton, where  lie  was  engaged  as  a charcoal  burner, 
removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died.  He  had  married 
a Miss  Osborne,  and  their  family  of  children  were: 
James,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Jolin;  David; 
William ; Daniel ; Samuel ; Acmeth,  who  married 
John  Britian;  Polly,  who  became  Mrs.  Gay;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  John  Weis;  and  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried E.  Covey. 

James  Ross,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Scranton,  March  2,  179 7,  was  reared  in  that  vil- 
lage, and,  adopting  farming  as  an  occupation,  lo- 
cated in  Falls  township,  Wyoming  county.  In  1S77 
he  removed  to  Lenox  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  resided  until  his  death,  February 
6,  1884,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife.  Olive 
(Hail),  his  children  were  as  follows:  Gilbert,  of 

Falls  township,  Wyoming  county;  Tames,  of  Falls 
township ; Christopher,  deceased ; Durinda.  who 
married  Ezra  Setzer,  of  Ransom;  Ziba,  of  Lenox 
township ; John,  of  Falls  township : Sarah,  who 
married  George  Walters;  and  Chester,  of  Clarks 
Summit.  For  his  second  wife  James  Ross  married 
Catherine  Ainey,  who  was  born  in  Vineland,  X.  T.. 
in  1S18.  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  ( Craw- 
ford ) Ainey,  and  widow  of  Orlando  Terpenny. 
William  E..  our  subject,  was  the  only  child  born  of 
this  marriage. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Falls  township.  Wy- 
oming county,  February  1,  1859.  received  a com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  1877  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Lenox  township.  There  he  was  mar- 
ried. in  1870.  to  Miss  Ora  L.  Miller,  who  was  born 
June  1.  i860,  daughter  of  Douglas  and  Rebecca 
( Ransom  1 Miller,  and  granddaughter  of  William 
and  Almetla  ( Lewis ) Miller,  and  of  James  and 
Mary  1 Brundage  1 Ransom.  Douglas  Miller,  her 
father,  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  December  29.  1S32.  her  mother  in 
the  same  township.  May  22.  1840:  she  died  Octo- 
ber 2.  1881.  The  family  of  Douglas  and  Rebecca 
Milier  consisted  of  the  following  children:  Amnie, 
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wife  of  Janies  E.  Severance,  of  Lenox  township; 
Ora  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Elphia,  wife  of  S.  Hal- 
stead, of  Lenox;  Delphia,  wife  of  W illiam  Finn,  of 
Scranton;  Herbert,  of  Lenox  township;  and  Oscar, 
of  Lenox  township.  Mrs.  Ora  L.  Ross  prior  to  her 
marriage  was  a successful  school  teacher  of  Lenox 
and  Greenfield  townships. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  five  chil- 
dren: Emma,  born  March  28,  1882;  Ruth,  in  1885; 
Shirley  in  1887;  Lewis,  in  1S90;  and  Cleveland,  in 
1892.  Mr.  Ross  began  life  for  himself  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Lenox  township.  He  has  a well- 
improved  property  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  en- 
gages in  general  and  dairy  farming,  dealing  also 
in  horses,  especially  of  the  better  breeds.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat,  has  'served  on  the  election  board, 
and  was  school  director  for  three  years.  He  is  a man 
of  unusual  energy  and  ability,  and  ranks  among  the 
foremost  farmers  of  his  township. 

SPENCER  \V.  LUCE,  a well  known  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Liberty  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  who  is  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  and  also  in  general  farming,  was  born  in 
that  township,  in  1837,  and  is  a representative  of 
an  old  New  England  family.  His  grandfather, 
Israel  Luce,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  but  at  an 
early  day  removed  to  Schoharie  county,  X.  Y., 
where  he  reared  his  family  of  seven  children.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  by  the  first  union  had  six 
children,  one  of  whom  was  Philo  C.,  father  of  our 
subject,  while  the  others  were  as  follows:  Sallie, 

wife  of  Linas  Watrous,  who  located  in  Bridgewa- 
ter township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Dimice,  who 
married  Anthen  Watrous  and  settled  in  Conklin,  X. 
Y. ; Asa,  who  married  and  located  in  Bridgewater 
township;  Israel,  who  married  Margaret  Young, 
and  made  his  home  in  Troy,  X’.  Y. ; and  Warren, 
who  when  a young  man  disappeared  while  rafting 
on  the  river  and  has  never  since  been  heard  of. 

Philo  C.  Luce,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  1800,  in  Schoharie  county,  X.  Y.,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  When  a young  man  he  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  here  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Roxy  Southworth,  who  was 
born  in  Deep  River,  Conn.,  in  1809.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he 
purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the  Joseph  Jame- 
son farm  and  resided  thereon  for  some  years.  In 
1836  he  bought  the  Howard  farm,  near  Lawsville, 
Liberty  township,  which  now  belongs  to  our  subject. 
The  father  cleared  the  principal  part  of  this  farm, 
erected  thereon  a good  house,  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  there  continued  to  reside  until  called 
from  this  life  in  October,  1882.  His  first  wife  had 
died  in  1843,  and  he  had  subsequently  married  Mrs. 
William  Xorthrup,  of  Windsor,  A'.  Y.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  first  union,  namely:  (i) 

Flora  A.,  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  1829, 
married  Joseph  Bell,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  died 
in  Liberty  township,  leaving  one  daughter,  now  the 


wife  of  Irvin  Ireland,  of  Liberty  township.  For 
her  second  husband  Flora  A.  married  Watson  Bai- 
ley, who  died  about  twenty  years  ago,  leaving  a 
son,  Frederick  L.,  a resident  of  Liberty  township. 
(2)  Warren  J.,  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  in 
1831,  married  Wealthy  Webster,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  they  have 
three  daughters : Mary,  wife  of  Andrew  Mitchell ; 
Carrie,  wife  of  Tracy  Whitmarsh,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; and  Cora,  wife  of  Dell 
Row,  of  Liberty  township.  (3)  Rebecca,  born  in 
1833,  is  now  the  widow  of  Williston  Stanford,  of 
Liberty  township,  and  has  three  children:  Philo  E., 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Liberty  township : 
Loretta,  wife  of  Edward  Fish,  of  Binghamton,  X. 
Y. ; and  Albert  H.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Binghamton.  (4)  Israel,  born  in  1835,  enlisted, 
during  the  Civil  war,  in  the  44th  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  known 
as  Col.  Elsworth’s  Avengers,  and  was  mustered  in 
at  Albany.  As  a member  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, he  participated  in  a number  of  engagements 
first  under  Gen.  McClellan  and  later  under  Gen. 
Grant,  and  was  in  active  service  for  three  years. 
After  the  war  he  married  Ella  Xorthrup,  of  Lib- 
erty township,  where  they  made  their  home  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  moved  to  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
and  later  to  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  X.  Y.  From  there 
he  went  to  Kansas  and  later  became  a resident  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  his  home  was  twice  de- 
stroyed by  floods  and  he  lost  everything  that  he 
possessed.  He  is  now  living  in  Pasadena,  that 
State.  He  has  one  son,  Wesley,  who  is  married  and 
lives  at  that  place.  (5)  Spencer  \V.,  our  subject, 
is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (6)  Russell  F.,  born  in 
1839,  enlisted,  in  April,  1861,  in  the  4th  P.  Y.  I., 
and  after  serving  for  one  year  was  taken  ill  with 
fever  and  honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 
He  married  Kate  Kunkle,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and  located  on  his  farm  in  Lib- 
erty township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died 
in  June,  1896,  leaving  a wife  and  several  children, 
who  still  reside  there.  The  children  born  to  him 
were  Culver,  who  married  Cora  Babbitt,  of  Bing- 
hamton. X".  Y.,  where  they  now  reside;  Lena,  who 
. died  when  a young  lady;  Flora,  wife  of  Edward 
- Warner,  of  Liberty  township  ; Lvdia,  who  died  when 
a young  lady;  and  Benjamin,  who.  in  January,  1900, 
married  Daisy  Howard : Asa,  who.  in  August,  1899, 
married  Ida  Travis ;. Wesley,  at  home;  Katie,  who, 

! in  May,  1899.  wedded  Walter  Craik ; Zela  and  Ray, 
at  home.  ( j)  Sally,  born  in  Liberty  township, 
in  1841. 

Spencer  W.  Luce  acquired  his  Iiterarv  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty  township,  and 
when  a young  man  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
• with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Bell.  Having  thor- 
i oughly  mastered  that  occupation,  he  commenced 
contracting  and  building  on  his  own  account  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother  Warren,  and  is  to-dav  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  in  that  line  in  Liberty 
■ township.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  old  home- 
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stead,  on  which  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
including  the  erection  of  a modern  and  comfortable 
residence. 

On  July  4,  1863,  Mr.  Luce  married  Miss  Clara 
C.  Mitchell,  of  White  Hall,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
Vt.,  who  was  born  at  that  place  in  1846,  a daughter 
of  William  Mitchell.  She  died  in  1866,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Minnie,  who  is  with  her  father.  He 
was  again  married  in  1867,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Emily  Webster,  of  Liberty  township,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Emily  (Southworth)  Web- 
ster. She  departed  this  life  in  1898.  By  this  union 
Mr.  Luce  had  five  children.  (1)  Wellington  H., 
born  in  February,  1869,  was  educated  in  the  Laws- 
ville  schools.  He  was  for  some  time  employed  as 
shipping  clerk  by  the  Lester  Boot  & Shoe  -Manu- 
factory, but  on  account  of  failing  health  was  obliged 
to  give  up  that  position,  and  is  now  working  with 
his  father  at  the  carpenter  s trade.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  December,  1886,  to  Nellie  M.  Burt,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Burt,  prominent  citizens  of  that  county,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  five  children : Roy,  born 

in  Liberty  township,  in  1889;  Spencer,  born  in  Bing- 
hamton, X.  Y.,  in  1891  ; and  Rita,  born  in  Liberty 
township,  in  1893;  Burt,  born  in  the  same  town- 
ship, in  18941  and  Harrv,  in  1896.  (2)  Joseph, 

born  in  April,  1871,  assists  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm.  In  1896  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Helen  Stanford,  a daughter  of  Judson  and 
Olive  Stanford,  of  Liberty  township,  and  thev  have 
one  son,  Ralph  H.,  born  in  July,  1897.  (3)’  Nel- 

lie, born  in  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Warren  Chandler, 
of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Ethel  AT,  born  in  1896.  (4)  Etta  A„  born  in 

1877,  >s  a young  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and 
on  September  27,  1899,  she  married  Conrad  Berg, 
of  Liberty.  She  received  a good  classical  educa- 
tion, and  has  been  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of 
the  county.  (5)  Jennie,  born  in  1882,  is  a bright 
and  attractive  girl  who  is  now  attending  the  home 
schools. 

Mr.  Luce  and  his  family  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged,  and  he  has  served  as  choir 
leader  in  the  Church,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Sab- 
bath school.  He  has  always  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  takes  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  local  politics.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  and  treasurer  for  three  vears,  and 
as  township  treasurer  for  six  years,  and  in  all  the 
affairs  of  life,  both  public  and  private,  he  has  been 
found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his 
duties  have  been  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
performed. 

JL  LILS  FREEDMAN,  a leading  and  success- 
ful business  man  of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, carries  on  operations  as  a general  merchant  and 
proprietor  of  t lie  ‘Freedman  House,"  a popular  hotel 
containing  thirteen  rooms,  halls  for  dancing  and 


holding  meetings,  and  supplied  with  water  and  elec- 
tric light. 

Mr.  Freedman  was  born  in  Austria,  nine  miles 
from  Vienna,  November  21,  1852.  His  parents, 
Solomon  H.  and  Anna  Rebecca  Freedman,  are  na- 
tives of  Hungary,  born  near  Buda-Pesth,  the  foriher 
June  15,  1816,  the  latter  November  29,  1817.  The 
father  is  still  engaged  in  the  hotel  and  butcher  busi- 
ness in  that  country.  The  children  of  the  family 
were  David,  who  died  in  Austria  ; Julius,  our  subject ; 
Herman  and  Peppie,  who  died  in  Austria ; and 
Benjamin  C.,  a butcher,  miller  and  general  merchant 
of  that  country.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents, 
Mayer  and  Sarah  (Rosenstein)  Freedman,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Austria.  The  grandfather  was 
engaged  in  the  milling  business,  and  was  also  a 
rabbi  at  Pressburg. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  Julius  Freedman  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Vienna, 
where  he  attended  school  for  eight  years,  and  then 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Moses  L.  Feldman, 
while  attending  a Hungarian  school  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  Later  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
Austrian  army,  and  was  bookkeeper  for  the  lumber 
firm  of  H.  S.  Goodman  in  Hungary  for  twelve 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  milling  business  in 
Hungary,  on  his  own  account,  but  through  bad 
speculation  and  fire  he  lost  all  that  he  possessed. 
He  also  lost  230  pigs,  the  animals  dying  within 
three  days. 

At  Galszecs,  Hungary,  June  7,  1882.  Mr.  Freed- 
man  married  Miss  Lena  Heller,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  the  following  children  : Rosa,  Peppie,  Ti  11a. 
(born  in  Austria ) , Samuel  H.  (born  in  New  York), 
Sarah,  Abraham  I.,  Jennie  and  Max  (born  in  Forest 
City),  Mrs.  Freedman  was  born  in  June,  1S62,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  I.  and  Esther  1 Goldburger) 
Heller,  natives  of  Hungary,  where  the  father  died 
December  12,  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 
Bv  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  The  mother  was 
born  in  1844,  and  came  to  America  in  1886,  locating 
in  New  York,  where  she  still  resides.  Their  children 
were  Lena,  wife  of  our  subject : Fanny,  wife  of  Emil 
Cline,  a fanner  of  Hungary  ; Alax,  a general  mer- 
chant of  Richmond  Hill,  Susquehanna  county  : Sallie 
wife  of  Samuel  Lefkowitz,  a merchant  of  Forest 
City ' and  Tille,  wife  of  Lewis  Lefkowitz,  a brother 
of  Samuel  and  a butcher  of  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
Freedman's  paternal  grandparents,  Martin  and 
Sarah  Heller,  were  farming  people  of  Hungary. 

After  failing  in  business  Mr.  Freedman  came 
to  America,  in  1886,  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  and  remained  in  New  York  from  May  24 
until  November  15.  In  order  to  become  familiar 
with  the  English  language  he  engaged  in  peddling 
goods,  and  worked  at  various  occupations.  In  1888 
he  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  during  the  time 
spent  at  that  place  was  a peddler.  On  Mav  30.  1889, 
he  came  to  Forest  Citv,  and  opened  a general  mer- 
cantile store  in  company  with  Emil  Feldman,  but 
on  the  1 2th  of  the  following  August  his  partner  re- 
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tired  from  the  business,  and  our  subject  has  since 
been  alone.  On  March  27,  1898,  he  purchased  his 
present  hotel,  and  has  since  conducted  both  enter- 
prises with  marked  success.  He  has  steadily  pros- 
pered since  coming  to  this  country,  and  has  never 
vet  had  occasion  to  regret  his  emigration.  Through 
his  own  unaided  efforts  he  has  acquired  a comfort- 
able competence  and  become  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  his  adopted  city.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  has  served  as  notary  public  since 
December  7,  1898.  He  belongs  to  Brith  Abraham, 
No.  447,  of  Scranton,  the  Congregation  of  Israel  at 
that  place,  and  the  Universal  Workmen  and  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  at  Forest  City. 

JOHX'  M.  ACE,  a successful  merchant  of  Par- 
adise township,  Monroe  county,  has  been  engaged  in 
business  at  East  Swiftwater  for  several  years,  and  is 
in  every  way  deserving  of  a place  among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  his  section.  Starting  life  a 
poor  boy,  he  has  made  his  way  to  prosperity  through 
his  own  ability,  energy  and"  careful  management, 
and  his  history  conveys  a helpful  object  lesson. 

Mr.  Ace  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock.  Data 
relating  to  his  earlier  ancestors  is  found  in  an  old 
German  Bible  now  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Ace 
(nephew  of  our  subject).  His  great-grandfather, 
George  Ace,  settled  somewhere  near  Easton,  Penn. 
He  married  a Miss  Bonev,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:"  Jacob,  George,  Peter, 
Elizabeth,  Katy,  Polly,  Lydia,  Sally  and  Ann.  Of 
these,  Peter  Ace,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  set- 
tled at  an  early  day  near  the  present  site  of  Shaw- 
nee, Monroe  county,  where  he  cleared  a tract  of 
land  and  brought  it  under  cultivation.  This 
worthy  citizen  married  a Miss  Sigafuss  (whose 
first  name  is  supposed  to  have  been  Albina),  and 
they  became  the  Barents  of  eight  children,  viz.: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Philip  Detrick ; George,  a 
resident  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
married  a Miss  fransue:  Simon,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther ; Joseoh,  who  married  a Xliss  Smith,  and  made 
his  home  in  Susquehamvi  county ; Catherine,  who 
married  a Mr.  Gruver,  and  died  in  Susquehanna 
county;  Abraham,  who  married  a Miss  Doreshinn, 
and  settled  in  Susquehanna  county;  John,  who  died 
in  Susquehanna  county,  unmarried;  and  Julia  Ann, 
who  married  a Mr.  Le  Bar.  All  are  deceased  but 
Joseph,  who  was  in  Tunkhannock  when  last  heard 
from. 

Simon  Ace,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1814,  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  countv, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death,  April  29,  1899’ 
being  cared  for  in  his  declining  years  bv  his  chil- 
dren. He  married  Anna  Margaret  Michaels,  who 
was  born  in  1815  in  the  same  township,  and  died 
March  5.  1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightv-three 
years.  Of  their  eight  children,  (1)  our  subject  is 
the  youngest  living.  (2)  Anna  M.  and  (3)  Salona, 
who  died  in  childhood,  were  younger  children.  (4) 
Samuel  M.,  born  November  29,  1840,  in  New  Jer- 


sey, married  Miss  Mary  E.  Heller,  of  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  settled  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  died  in  1898,  leaving  a wife 
and  family  (who  are  still  residents  of  East  Strouds- 
burg), viz.:  Robert,  Ida,  Alta,  Howard,  Sarah, 

Annie  and  Charles,  living,  and  Mary,  deceased. 
(5)  Peter  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1843,  's 
single,  and  resides  in  Smithfield  township.  (6) 
David,  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1845.  married 
Miss  Sarah  Heller,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  re- 
sides near  Delaware  Water  Gap,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  His  wife  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  a daughter,  Bertha.  (7) 
Moses  M.,  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1847.  married 
a Miss  Sarah  Tribel,  of  Smithfield  township,  and 
resides  near  Delaware  Water  Gap,  where  they  con- 
duct a boarding  house.  They  have  had  children — 
Irvin,  Stewart,  Oscar,  Lewis,  Willard  and  Emma. 
(8)  Horace  M.,  born  in  Monroe  county,  December 
14,  1849,  married  a Miss  Arnce,  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  now  resides  near  Minsi,  Monroe  county. 
They  have  two  children  living,  Victor  and  Mary. 

George  Michaels,  the  maternal  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  April  2,  1765,  and  on 
May  6,  1787,  married  Elizabeth  Puss,  who  was  born 
July  8,  1770.  Their  children  were  born  at  follows: 
J.  Frederick,  April  11,  1788;  George,  October  30, 
1789;  Annie  Maria,  January  9,  1791;  John,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1793;  Abraham,  December  20,  1795;  J. 
Adam,  March  5,  1798;  Daniel,  August  1,  1800; 
Jacob,  November  9,  1802;  Elizabeth,  October  25, 
1807;  Catherine,  January  25,  1810;  Nicholas,  No- 
vember 27,  1812;  Ann,  December  2,  1816. 

John  Michaels  married  Saloma  Zimmerman, 
and  they  reared  a large  family,  as  follows:  Anna 

Margaret  married  Simon  Ace,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren ; Julia  married  John  Depew,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren; Elizabeth  married  Henry  Bush,  and  had  three 
children ; Sally  Ann  married  Samuel  Bush,  and  had 
four  children;  David  married  Marv  Transue,  and 
had  two  children ; Moses  married  Ann  Michaels 
(they  had  no  children)  ; Susan  married  B.  Vanauken, 
and  had  one  child ; Lacinda  married  Heller  Dimock, 
and  had  five  children : Catherine  married  Jacob 

Brown,  and  had  nine  children  ; Peter  Z.  married  Ella 
Michaels,  and  had  five  children ; Marv  did  not 
marry.  David  and  Lacinda  are  the  only  "survivors. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  16,  1851,  in 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  received  a public- 
school  education  during  boyhood.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  work,  but  finding  it  uncongenial  he  left 
the  homestead  in  early  manhood  and  engaged  as 
clerk  for  his  brother  Samuel,  at  Bartonsville,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  remained  two  vears.  Later 
he  clerked  for  Kistler  Bros.,  at  Tannersville.  and  in 
their  branch  store  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1880,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
for  himself  at  Snydersville,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  remained  until  1888.  He  then  removed  to  Neola, 
where  he  followed  the  same  business  for  a year  and 
a half,  and  in  1890  he  purchased  the  store  building 
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and  real  estate  of  George  Halterman,  at  East  Swift- 
water,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a grocery 
business,  requiring  the  building  of  a large  addition 
to  the  store.  In  1893  he  erected  a line  dwelling- 
house  in  the  lot  adjoining  his  store,  which  he  has 
fitted  up  with  every  modern  improvement,  making 
a most  desirable  residence.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  has  held  the  office  of  au- 
ditor of  his  township  for  three  pears,  to  which  in- 
cumbency he  was  re-elected,  and  has  served  at 
times  as  inspector  of  election.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a Lutheran,  but  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

On  November  9,  1879,  Mr.  Ace  married  Miss 
Hattie  Arndt,  who  was  born  August  18,  1853,  in 
Stroud  township,  daughter  of  Alary  and  Benjamin 
Arndt,  prominent  residents  of  that  locality.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Ace  made  his  home  for  a time  in 
Snydersville.  where  he  was  then  engaged  in  business. 
His  wife  has  proved  herself  a worthy  helpmeet  in 
adversity  as  well  as  prosperity,  and  he  acknowl- 
edges the  value  of  her  advice  and  encouragement 
with  true  manly  pride.  Three  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  (1 ) Claude  B.,  born  at  Snydersville, 

March  17,  1881,  was  partially  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  and  later  took  a course  in  the  East  Strouds- 
burg State  Normal  School,  graduating  in  1898. 
He  taught  two  school  years  in  the  schools  of  Para- 
dise township,  and  is  now  (1900)  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Easton.  Penn.,  in  partnership 
with  E.  M.  Arndt,  under  the  firm  name  of  Arndt 
& Ace.  (2)  Cora  B.,  born  August  19,  1886,  is 
at  home;  and  (3)  Mabel  P.,  born  May  5.  1889,  is 
attending  the  local  schools. 

ERASTUS  Y.  D.  COOK  (deceased)  was  a 
well  known  farmer  and  carpenter  of  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one  of  its 
highly  respected  and  honored  citizens. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  Oxford.  N.  Y..  October 
x5-  1827,  a son  of  Worthy  and  Polly  Cook,  of  that 
place,  who  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn.,  where  both  died.  The  father  was  a 
miller  by  trade.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren : William  married  and  moved  West,  where 

he  died;  Eliza  was  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Lewis,  of 
New  Aork  State:  Julia  married  Daniel  Abbott,  and 
now  resides  in  Elk  Lake.  Susquehanna  countv ; 
Mary  was  the  wife  of  Christian  Shelp.  of  Elk  Lake, 
where  she  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  now  Mrs.  H. 
Stone,  of  South  Montrose:  Derias  is  a resident  of 
Tunkhannock:  E.  Y.  D.  is  mentioned  below;  Alan- 
son  is  a resident  of  Binghamton.  N.  Y. : and  Tohn 
makes  his  home  in  Susquehanna  countv. 

When  a boy  Erastus  Y D.  Cook  came  to  Elk- 
Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  a district-school  education. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter's  and 
miller's  trades,  which  he  followed  for  some  time. 
He  was  married,  in  March.  1849,  to  Miss  Zipporah 
Mack,  of  Dimock,  Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  i 


of  Henry  and  Abbie  Mack,  who  were  born  near 
i Wilkes  Barre,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  their 
marriage  removed  to  Dimock  township.  Susque- 
' hanna  county,  where  the  father  purchased  a farm 
and  engaged  in  its  operation  until  1859.  He  lived 
! an  earnest  Christian  life,  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
bvterian  Church  for  a number  of  years,  and  was  a 
man  who  stood  high  in  his  community,  having 
many  friends.  After  his  death  his  wife  lived  with 
her  children  until  she  passed  away,  at  Hallstead.  in 
1883.  In  their  family  were  nine  children,  of  whom, 

J ( 1 ) Elias,  the  eldest,  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He 
1 married  Jane  Springer,  of  Dimock,  and  they  had 
three  children — William.  Ella  and  Elmer.  He 
I purchased  a place  in  Binghamton,  and  died  there 
in  1890.  (2)  Airs.  Cook  was  second  in  the  order 

I of  birth. ' (3)  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Springer, 
of  Susquehanna  county.  (4)  Jethrow.  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Dimock  township,  married 
Caroline  Lee.  of  New  York  State,  and  located  in 
Hallstead,  where  he  died  in  1898,  leaving  two  sons, 
Franklin  and  Rossell,  who  still  reside  there.  ( 5 ) 
Ovid  married  Amanda  Dodge,  of  New  York  State, 
and  '.t-liej-  now  reside  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y..  where 
he  is  eniployed  as  baggage  master  on  the  D.  & H. 
railroad.  They  have  one  daughter,  Cora,  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Singleton,  of  Binghamton.  ( 6 ) 
Lucelia  was  the  wife  of  James  Teston.  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  where  she  died  leaving  two  children.  Henrv 
and  Airs.  Abby  Brunk,  of  Scranton.  ( 7)  Wealthv 
married  Henry  Talmage.  of  Hallstead.  and  died 
leaving  one  son.  Earl,  of  that  place.  (8)  Henry 
married  Adelaide  Sweet,  of  Springville.  Penn.,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Carbon  county,  this  State.  Their 
children  are  Grace  (wife  of  C.  Bacon,  of  that 
county),  Yemie,  Harry  and  Finly.  (9)  Asa.  a 
railroad  engineer,  married  Jane  Simpson,  of  Hor- 
nellsville,  N.  Y..  where  they  reside. 

For  a number  of  years  after  his  marriage  Air. 
Cook  lived  in  Dimock  township,  and  then  moved 
to  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  residing  for  a time  at 
Willow  Point  AI ills,  and  later  purchasing  a place 
at  Yestal.  where  he  made  his  home  for  several  years. 
Selling  that  property,  he  purchased  in  Binghamton, 
where  he  remained  some  years,  in  1873  trading 
for  hotel  property  in  Hallstead.  known  as  the  ' Alit- 
chell  House."  After  a few  years,  however,  he 
traded  for  another  place  in  Binghamton,  and  in 
1883  he  traded  for  the  farm  in  Great  Bend  township, 
two  miles  west  of  Hallstead.  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  where  his  widow  now  resides.  There  he  suc- 
cessfullv  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Februarv.  7886.  Polit- 
ically he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  religiously  both  himself  and  wife  were  earnest 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Binghamton. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  Fraternity  in  Binghamton.  N.  Y..  and  as  an 
honest,  upright  man.  he  was  well  thought  of  in  the 
community  where  he  made  his  home,  and  had  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
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contact.  He  was  very  popular,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  many  interests  of  the  county. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  were  born  two  children, 
namely:  ( 1 1 Lottie,  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 

in  1851,  was  educated  at  Montrose  and  Binghamton, 
and  married  Henry  Howard,  of  Broome  county,  X. 
Y.  They  resided  in  Binghamton,  where  she  died 
in  1873.  (2)  Henry  B.,  born  in  September,  1S53, 
died  in  Binghamton,  in  April.  1871.  In  1879  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  adopted  a son,  named  Byron,  then 
two  years  old,  whom  they  reared  as  their  own.  He 
received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Bing- 
hamton, X'.  Y.,  and  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  for  several  years  before  his  death, 
in  August,  1899,  was  employed  as  brakeman  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  run- 
ning between  Hallstead  and  Scranton.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen 
of  Hallstead,  and  was  a Republican  in  politics. 

J.  B.  CHALKER,  a worthy  and  honored  cit- 
izen of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
(,has  throughout  his  active  business  life  been  iden- 
tified with  its  agricultural  and  industrial  interests, 
was  born  in  that  township,  in  1816,  a son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Mercy  (Webster)  Chalker. 

Samuel  Chalker  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn., 
in  1768,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  four  sons,  the 
others  being  Daniel,  Joseph  and  Charles,  all  of 
whom  came  to  Susquehanna  county  and  made  their 
home  in  Choconut  township  until  called  from  this 
life.  Before  coming  to  Pennsylvania  Samuel  Chalk- 
er married  Miss  Mercy  Webster,  and  they  began 
their  life  in  Susquehanna  county  upon  a wild  tract 
of  land  in  Franklin  township,  which  he  commenced 
to  clear  and  improve.  Later  he  removed  to  Chalker 
Hill,  where  he  lived  for  some  time,  but  he  spent  his 
last  days  in  Brookdale,  where  he  died  in  1843 ; his 
wife  survived  him  a few  years,  passing  away  in 
1849.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  eleven  grew  to  maturity,  namely : 
Sarah,  born  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  married  Lewis  Trudesdale,  a farmer  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  both  died.  Polly  mar^ 
ried  Dr.  Daniel  Adams,  and  located  near  Brook- 
dale,  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  died  leaving 
a familv.  Joseph  married  and  located  in  Liberty 
township,  where  he  still  resides  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Charles  Butts.  Betsy  was  the  wife  of 
William  Minkler,  of  Silver  Lake.  Susquehanna 
county,  where  both  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  now 
a resident  of  Idaho.  Samuel  married  a Miss  Web- 
ster, and  both  died  at  Silver  Lake,  leaving  three 
children.  Mercy  married  James  Travis,  a farmer 
of  Liberty  township,  where  they  died  leaving  three 
sons,  one  of  whom.  Melon,  is  still-  a resident  of 
that  township.  Harriet  was  the  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Carter,  who  settled  near  Brookdale,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  died  leaving  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  now  residents  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. 
Catherine,  born  in  Liberty  township,  married  Isaac 


Travis,  and  located  on  a farm  near  Brookdale, 
where  he  died  in  1876,  and  where  she  still  resides; 
their  three  children  are  also  residents  of  the  county. 
J.  B.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Cru- 
cia  married  Alfred  Ross,  and  located  on  a farm  in 
Liberty  township,  where  they  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  Frank,  is  still  a resident  of  the 
county.  Alanson  married  Hannah  Hinchman,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  Brookdale,  but  later  made 
their  home  in  Broome  county,  X.  Y.,  where  thev 
reared  a family  of  eight  children.  Maria  and 
Ealy  both  died  young. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  a great  hunter, 
fearless  and  courageous,  and  would  often  lie  out 
all  night,  alone  in  the  unbroken  wilderness,  when  in 
search  of  wild  game,  hunting  all  kinds  then  found 
in  this  region.  He  killed  as  many  as  one  hundred 
bears,  and  two  panthers.  In  1S05.  while  living  in 
Franklin  township,  he  had  an  exciting  adventure 
with  a bear.  He  had  cleared  and  put  in  about  two 
acres  of  corn,  when  he  was  taken  sick  with  the 
ague,  and  after  recovering  from  that  he  suffered 
from  a nervous  fever  which  lasted  all  summer. 
About  the  1st  of  August  his  wife,  thinking  the  corn 
was  advanced  enough  to  be  eaten,  went  down  to 
the  field  to  get  some  for  dinner.  On  her  return 
she  reported  that  the  coons  and  squirrels  were  mak- 
ing sad  havoc  with  the  corn,  pulling  it  down  and 
tearing  off  the  ears,  and  Mr.  Chalker  said  if  she 
would  get  a shotgun  of  a neighbor,  he  being  still 
very  weak,  he  would  try  and  get  a squirrel.  ' Mrs. 
Chalker  having  procured  a gun,  he  went  to  the 
field,  and  had  just  stepped  over  a fallen  tree  when 
Bruin  made  his  appearance.  The  animal  raised 
himself  on  his  haunches,  and  made  for  Mr.  Chalker 
with  "open  arms”  and  mouth,  but  he  had  the  pres- 
ence of  mind  to  thrust  the  barrel  of  the  gun  down 
the  bear  s mouth  and  pull  the  trigger.  The  animal 
dropped  dead,  a hole  blown  through  the  top  of  its 
head.  Mrs.  Chalker  got  two  of  the  neighbors  to 
draw  the  bear  home  and  dress  it,  giving  them  half 
of  the  meat  for  their  trouble,  and  the  balance  was 
used  by  the  Chalkers  and  given  to  other  neighbors. 

Samuel  Chalker  was  also  instrumental  in  cap- 
turing the  perpetrator  of  the  first  robberv  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  In  the  year _ 1819  or  1820  a 
man  living  in  or  near  Montrose  was  robbed  of  S400 
and  left  for  dead.  A passer-by,  hearing  groans, 
found  him  lying  insensible,  by  a log,  and  after  he 
had  been  cared  for  the  neighbors  turned  out  to  look 
for  the  criminal.  He  was  overtaken  by  a Mr.  Leons, 
who  in  the  struggle  that  followed  had  his  ami  cut. 
the  robber,  who  was  named  Roberts,  escaping.  Xo- 
tices  of  the  robbery  and  escape  of  the  robber  were 
posted  in  many  public  places,  and  Mr.  Chalker  saw 
one  at  Great  Bend.  The  evening  of  the  same  day 
a man  came  to  his  house  and  called  for  his  supper, 
throwing  down  two  shillings  to  pay  for  same.  Mr. 
Chalker,  who  was  at  work  at  his  shoemaker's  bench, 
was  led  to  suspect  the  man  bv  his  guilty  appearance, 
and  John  Holmes,  one  of  the  neighbors,  coming  in, 


■ 


1150 


s. 

COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


he  set  a chair  for  him  against  the  door,  making  him 
a-  sign  to  sit  there  and  hold  the  door.  Roberts 
walked  across  the  room  two  or  three  times,  and 
finally  ordered  Holmes  out  of  his  way,  threatening 
to  stab  him.  He  was  very  angry,  and  as  Mr. 
Holmes  did  not  move  be  made  a thrust  at  him,  but 
struck  a button.  Hr.  Chalker  jumped  and  threw 
Roberts,  and  Mrs.  Chalker,  running  for  the  bridle, 
made  a slip  noose  which  she  slipped  over  his  head, 
drawing  it  as  hard  as  she  could  (and  she  was  a very 
strong  woman).  With  the  help  of  their  daughter 
Betsy  they  soon  had  the  man  securely  tied  (Holmes 
being  told  not  to  leave  the  door  for  fear  a confeder- 
ate might  be  near),  and  the  next  morning  he  was 
taken  to  jail.  His  trial  came  off  soon  after- 
ward, and  he  was  sentenced  to  forty  years’  impris- 
onment in  State  Prison ; but  he  lived  only  two 
years. 

J.  B.  Chalker,  the  subject  of  this  review,  passed 
his  boyhood  and  vouth  upon  the  home  farm,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  its  operation  as  soon  as  old  enough, 
and  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  In  1840  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  Hinchman,  of  Liberty 
township,  a native  of  Xecv  Jersey,  and  a daughter  of 
Bartin  and  Polly  Hinchman,  who  removed  from 
that  State  to  Brookdale,  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1839.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Chalker  located  on 
land  which  he  owned,  at  Brookdale,  Liberty  town- 
ship, living  there  until  1853,  when  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  near  Lawsville.  In  connection 
with  the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  wild 
land,  he  engaged  in  lumbering  until  1882,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  his  attention  wholly  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  'depart- 
ed this  life  in  October,  1894.  She  was  a consistent 
Christian  woman,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  a number  of  years,  and  was  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chalker.  (1)  Jacob,  born  in  January,  1841,  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  the  Brookdale  schools, 
and  married  Sarah  Post,  of  Allegany  county,  X.  Y., 
where  they  now  reside.  They  have  two  sons,  Xor- 
man  and  Harry.  (2)  Porter,  born  August  4,  1842, 
died  in  June,  1894.  He  married  Katie  Hall,  who 
died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  the  wife  of 
George  Howard,  of  Conkling  Forks,  Broome  Co., 
X.  Y.,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  wedded  a Miss 
Hughes,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Ray  and 
Frank,  both  residents  of  Scranton,  Penn.  (3) 
William,  born  in  May,  1844,  attended  the  district 
school  of  Brookdale,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  married,  in  Xovembcr,  1869,  to  Miss 
Elsie  Butts,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Butts,  an  old  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Liberty  township.  They 
located  on  their  farm  near  Brookdale.  but  since 
his  mother's  death  they  have  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  and  he  has  taken  charge  of  his  father’s 
interests.  They  have  two  children,  Ariette  and 


John  M.,  both  grown.  (4)  Samuel,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1857,  died  October  18,  1861. 

Politically  Mr.  Chalker  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a number  of  local  offices,  which  he  has 
most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled,  being  constable 
five  or  six  years,  poormaster  for  a number  of  years, 
and  also  tax  collector,  school  director  and  super- 
visor. He  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  his  parents  were  lifelong  members.  Grow- 
ing to  manhood  amid  pioneer  scenes,  he  has  taken 
an  active  and  prominent  .part  in  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  his  name 
should  be  among  the  foremost  on  its  rolls  of  hon- 
ored pioneers. 

In  his  younger  years  our  subject,  like  his  father, 
was  a noted  hunter  and  expert  marksman,  and  has 
killed  many  deer,  bears,  panthers,  wolves,  etc. 
When  he  was  a small  boy  his  father  gave  him  a 
lamb  to  raise.  A wolf  known  as  the  "three-footed 
wolf,”  that  was  especially  destructive  among  the 
flocks,  came  one  night  and  killed  the  lamb,  and 
young  Chalker  swore  vengeance  on  her  then  and 
there,  this  being  the  circumstance  that  started  him 
on  his  wolf  hunt  in  after  years.  She  and  her  whelps 
had  killed  as  many  as  sixty  in  a single  night,  for 
Dr.  Rose,  of  Silver  Lake,  and  corresponding  num- 
bers from  smaller  flocks  throughout  the  adjoining 
townships.  Dr.  Rose  determined  to  exterminate 
the  marauders,  called  several  wolf  hunts  to  drive 
them  in  swamps  or  wind  falls,  that  they  might  be 
killed,  and  at  one  time  they  had  as  many  as  seven 
wolves  in  one  swamp,  surrounded  by  hundreds  of 
men.  Many  shots  were  fired,  but  not  a wolf  was  hit. 

\\  hen  Mr.  Chalker  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  earned  money,  by  splitting  one  thousand  rails 
and  underbrushing  seven  acres  of  land,  and  pur- 
chased a gun.  He  immediately  commenced  prac- 
ticing by  shooting  at  a mark,  and  trying  his  hand 
at  killing  deer  and  foxes,  and,  as  practice  makes 
perfect,  he  in  course  of  time  became  a verv  good 
shot.  In  the  year  1835,  while  going  to  school  at 
Brookdale,  he  came  across  the  wolf  track.  With 
Watson  and  David  Bailey  he  left  school  and  started 
on  the  chase,  the  others  giving  up  tired  out  after 
three  days.  Many  others  participated,  but  would 
give  up  after  two  or  three  days'  chase.  The  wolf’s 
bed,  where  she  had  stopped  the  night  before,  would 
be  found  in  the  morning,  so  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  keeping  the  track,  and  after  nineteen  days'  chase 
she  was  driven  past  our  subject  by  a man  named 
Jack  Greek.  He  started  her  out  of  her  bed,  and 
after  running  about  one  hundred  rods  she  came 
within  about  twenty-five  rods  of  Mr.  Chalker,  who 
| fired  at  her  while  she  was  on  the  run.  the  bullet  pass- 
j ing  through  her  body.  After  the  shot  she  ran  about 
one  mile  and  a half,  and  then  went  into  a hollow 
log,  where  he  “finished”  her.  She  was  said,  by  the 
oldest  hunters,  to  have  been  the  largest  wolf  ever 
killed  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  skin  was 
sold  to  Dr.  Rose,  of  Silver  Lake,  the  same  gentleman 
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who  had  hunted  her  years  before.  There  was  a 
bounty  on  wolves  and  other  beasts  of  prey,  but  Mr. 
Chalker  being  a resident  of  Pennsylvania,  and  hav- 
ing killed  the  wolf  in  New  York  State,  could  get  a 
bounty  in  neither  State,  the  York  State  officials  re- 
fusing to  notice  him,  and  the  grand  jury  of  Penn- 
sylvania ruling  him  out. 

MISS  EMILY  C.  BLACKMAN,  of  -Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the  well-known  char- 
acters of  northern  Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  the 
late  Dr.  Josiah  Blackman,  son  of  Josiah  and  Clarissa 
(Camp)  Blackman,  was  born  in  1794,  in  Newtown, 
Conn.,  and  there  read  medicine  under  Dr.  Gideon 
Shepard.  In  1816  he  received  his  diploma  to  prac- 
tice from  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  set- 
tled the  same  year  in  practice  at  Gilbertsville,  N. 
Y.,  remaining  there  until  1829,  when  he  removed 
to  Binghamton,  and  in  1836  to  Montrose.  Here  he 
continued  in  practice  until  his  death,  in  1875.  He 
was  actively  interested  in  the  Susquehanna  County 
Medical  Society  during  his  long  practice  in  the 
county,  and  held  various  offices  in  same,  being 
president  in  1857  and  1858.  He  was  elected  coroner 
of  the  county  in  1857.  He  was  a plain,  unassuming 
man,  kind  and  generous,  and  as  a Christian  gentle- 
man and  citizen  commanded  the  greatest  confidence 
and  esteem.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder  thirty-five 
years.  Dr.  Blackman  married,  in  1820,  Emily  Don- 
aldson. of  Butternuts,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1864.  Of 
their  three  daughters,  Emily  C.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  survives. 

Miss  Emily  C.  Blackman  was  born  July  15, 
1826,  at  Gilbertsville,  N.  Y.  Her  early  education 
was  obtained  principally  at  the  Montrose  Academy, 
in  which  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  she  be- 
came an  assistant  teacher.  Later  she  taught  at 
Towanda  and  at  Chester.  Penn.',  and  she  also  taught 
in  the  schools  of  Wisconsin  and  Illinois.  From 
1866  to  1868  she  was  a teacher  in  the  Freedman's 
school,  at  Okolona,  Miss.  Miss  Blackman  has  been 
a student  all  her  life,  the  greater  part  of  which  has 
been  devoted  to  teaching,  and  in  addition  to  other 
branches  she  taught  music,  having  studied  in  both 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  She  is  able  to  read  the 
Testament  in  ten  different  languages  : is  of  a literary 
turn  of  mind ; and  in  1873  published  a history  of 
Susquehanna  county,  a most  carefully  compiled  and 
meritorious  work,  in  the  preparation  of  which  she 
spent  four  years  of  earnest  and  painstaking  re- 
search and  labor.  Competent  critics  have  pro- 
nounced it  a most  excellent  and  commendable  work. 
Miss  Blackman  has  lived  an  earnest  and  useful  life. 
She  has  travelled  extensively,  and  been  a frequent 
contributor,  to  the  local  press,  of  articles  and  letters, 
relating  to  points  visited,  which  have  been  instruc- 
tive and  interesting.  She  has  crossed  the  continent 
twice,  and  has  been  abroad  twice,  in  1878  and  1889. 
Since  1890,  owing  to  failing  health,  she  has  spent 
nine  winters  and  four  summers  in  Florida. 


An  earnest  Christian,  Miss  Blackman  has  been 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  all  through  life  has  been  active 
in  Church  work  and  its  auxiliary  societies.  She 
has  been  identified  with  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, was  active  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Soldiers’ 
Aid  Society  and  Sanitary  Commission,  the  Freed- 
man's Aid,  and  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union. 

GEORGE  R.  COOL,  one  of  the  prosperous 
self-made  men  of  Auburn  township.  Susquehanna 
county,  has  resided  on  his  present  place  for  over 
forty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  gained  an 
enviable- standing  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  locality  for  progress  and  thrift,  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  advancement  of  this  region, 
which  he  has  seen  converted  from  a comparative 
wilderness  to  its  present  beautiful  and  fertile  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  Cool  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
July  31,1826,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (.White) 
Cool,  natives  of  the  same  county,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1848,  settling  in  Auburn 
township.  William  Cool  was  a lifelong  farmer.  He 
and  his  wife  died  at  South  Auburn,  he  in  1875,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  she  in  1887,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two.  Their  remains  restr  in  Jersey 
Hill  cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  Mr.  Cool  was  a Mason  of  high  stand- 
ing. This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  viz.:  Harrison,  who  died  young;  Ann  M., 
wife  of  Milton  Lott,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township; 
George  R. ; Amy,  who  died  young:  Riason,  de- 
ceased; Martha,  widow  of  George  France,  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn. ; and  Susan,  wife  of  Rufus  Carter,  a 
farmer  of  Auburn  township.  Mr.  Cool's  paternal 
grandparents,  Paul  C.  and  Susan  ( Raub)  Cool, 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  New  Jersey,  respect- 
ively, and  were  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Jersey, 
dying  in  Warren  county,  that  State.  His  maternal 
grandparents,  William  and  Amy  (Runion)  White, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  passed  their  clos- 
ing years  in  Susquehanna  county,  dying  in  Auburn 
township. 

George  R.  Cool  remained  with  his  parents  up 
to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  his  agricultural 
training  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  then  pur- 
chased, in  partnership  with  his  brother  Riason. 
They  worked  it  together  for  one  year,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  dividing  the  property,  on  which  our 
subject  remained  for  five  years  longer,  cultivating 
his  share.  On  March  10.  1S58.  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  the  farm  in  Auburn  where  he  has 
since  lived,  a tract  originally  comprising  fifty-three 
acres,  which  at  that  time  was  almost  in  its  primi- 
tive condition,  and  on  which  he  lived  for  twenty 
years  in  a log  cabin.  He  subsequently  added  another 
fifty-three  acres.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Cool's  industry, 
the  place  has  gradually  become  cleared  and  culti- 
vated, and  it  is  now  a valuable  piece  of  land,  pro- 
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ductive  and  beautiful,  and  he  lias  a comfortable 
farm  and  home,  which  he  has  literally  taken  out 
of  the  wilderness.  He  has  made  numerous  improve- 
ments on  the  property,  as  its  appearance  testifies,  and 
he  has  been  thoroughly  systematic  and  up-to-date 
in  all  his  farming  operations,  with  results  that  have 
justified  all  his  methods.  He  has  deserved  all  the 
prosperity  which  has  rewarded  his  efforts,  and  he  is 
highly  respected  throughout  the  township,  where 
he  is  well  known.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

On  February  21,  1852,  Mr.  Cool  was  married, 
in  Rush  township,  to  Miss  Mary  Stone,  and  their 
family  consists  of  three  children,  namely : Macrina, 
who  married  Smith  Dornblazer,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; John  F.,  who  married  Emma  Allen,  of  South 
Montrose,  Penn.,  and  Alice,  wife  of  Abram  Lake, 
a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township.  Mrs.  Cool 
was  born  October  29,  1832,  in  Warren  county,  N. 
J.,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alice  ( Witzel ) Stone, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  son  of  Richard  Stone, 
born  in  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  to  take  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  subsequently  remained  in 
this  country.  Mrs.  Cool’s  maternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Martha  Witzel,  were  lifelong  residents 
of  Monroe  county,  Penn.  Daniel  and  Alice  ( Wit- 
zel) Stone  removed  from  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
their  native  place,  to  New  Jersey,  and  thence  in 
1850  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  settling 
in  Auburn  township.  The  father  was  a shoemaker 
by  occupation.  He  was  born  in  June,  1789,  and  died 
March  30,  1891,  the  mother  preceding  him  to  the 
grave  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  They 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  In  re- 
ligious faith  they  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
Mrs.  Cool  was  the  eldest  daughter  in  their  family 
of  four  children,  viz. : Abraham,  a farmer  of  Spring- 
ville  township;  Mary,  Mrs.  Cool:  Eliza,  wife  of 
Isaac  Low,  of  Rush  township ; and  Gideon,  who  died 
in  1897. 

GILES  ANDREW  FINE,  M.  D.,  is  a skilled 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Dundaff  Borough,  Susque- 
hanna county,  one  whose  knowledge  of  the  science 
of  medicine  is  broad  and  comprehensive,  and  whose 
ability  in  applying  its  principles  to  the  needs  of 
suffering  humanity  has  gained  for  him  an  enviable 
prestige  in  professional  circles. 

Dr.  Fike  was  born  in  Scott.  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, July  29.  1851,  a son  of  W illiam  and  Rachel 
(Stanton)  Fike.  the  former  a native  of  Scranton, 
the  latter  of  Scott  township,  Lackawanna  countv. 
Throughout  his  active  business  career  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  township,  and  died  there' 
in  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  Justus  cemetery.  He  was  a sincere 
Christian,  and  a prominent  member  of  Mt.  Bethel 
Church,  the  building  for  which  was  erected  upon  a 
part  of  his  farm  given  by  him  to  the  organization  for 
that  purpose.  His  widow  is  also  a faithful  member 
of  the  same  Church.  She  was  born  June  6,  1824, 
and  is  still  living  in  Scott  township.  In  their  family 


were  only  two  children,  the  Doctor  being  the  elder. 
Ruth  E.,  born  February  25,  1855,  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  E.  White,  a prominent  farmer  and  dairy- 
man of  Scott  township.  The  Doctor's  paternal 
grandfather.  Jacob  Fike,  was  a native  of  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  and  an  early  settler  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county.  His  maternal  grand- 
parents were  William  and  Judith  Stanton. 

Dr.  Fike  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  his 
early  life  being  devoted  principally  to  study.  At  the 
age  of  two  he  knew  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and 
when  four  years  old  entered  the  first  reader.  He 
attended  the  high  school  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  until 
1863,  when  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Clark’s 
Green,  walking  two  miles  to  and  from  the  school 
house  each  day.  From  the  spring  of  1870  until  1874 
he  was  a student  at  the  high  school  of  Factoryville, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  entered  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  The 
following  fall  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  and  was  graduated  from  that  famous 
institution  in  March,  1876,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  was  first  engaged  in  practice  with  Dr.  Louis 
Van  Sickle,  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  for  four  months,  and 
was  then  located  at  Clark's  Green  until  the  spring 
of  1878,  when  he  came  to  Herrick  Center,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  on  June  10,  1879,  located  at 
Dundaff,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since.  For 
five  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Olm- 
stead,  but  since  that  time  has  been  alone,  and  to-day 
enjoys  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 

■ At  Clark’s  Green,  June  20,  1877,  Dr.  Fike 
married  Miss  Eva  A.  Stone,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  seven  children,  namely : Ina  B.,  Daisy.  Hazel 
B.,  Margaret  G.,  Harry  S.,  Catherine  F.  and  Will- 
iam H.  D.,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Fike  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  December  14,  1853.  a daugh- 
ter of  Emory  and  Catherine  ( Hudson  ) Stone,  na- 
tives of  Lackawanna  and  Wayne  counties,  respec- 
tively. The  father  was  born  in  1822,  the  mother 
in  1824,  and  both  are  still  living.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Wayne  county,  and  continued  to  reside  there 
until  1863,  when  they  removed  to  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, where  they  now  make  their  home.  The  father 
is  a prominent  farmer  of  the  communitv,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  are 
Frank  H.,  a coal  merchant  of  Oneonta ; Gertrude 
M.,  at  home;  Mary  I.,  deceased;  Eva  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Arthur  J.,  a wholesale  milk  dealer 
of  Scranton.  Penn.;  Charles  R„  a wholesale  milk 
dealer  of  Baltimore,  Penn.:  Oscar  H..  at  home; 
Harry,  bookkeeper  for  a milk  company  at  Green 
Ridge,  Penn. ; Hattie  F.,  deceased : and  Herbert,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawanna  county. 

Dr.  Fike  has  ever  taken  an  active  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  especiallv  in 
educational  work,  and  has  been  an  efficient  school 
director  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  serving  as 
secretarv  of  the  board  fifteen  years  of  that  time. 
He  is  also  serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the 
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peace.  He  is  local  medical  examiner  for  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.,  the  Home  Life  Insurance 
Co.,  and  the  FEtna  Life  Insurance  Co.  He  is  a 
pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  and  since  1881 
has  been  a member  of  Olive  Leaf  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 

F. ,  of  Carbondale.  He  is  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Dundaff,  arid  has  served  as  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  recording  and  financial  steward  of  the 
Church  for  the  past  nine  years. 

FRANCIS  COSGRIFF,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  PATRICK  COSGRIFF,  recently  de- 
ceased, has  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
for  many  years.  As  well-known  farmers  and  stone 
contractors  they  won,  through  their  own  well-di- 
fected  efforts,  an  enviable  position  in  business  cir- 
cles, being  numbered  among  the  leading  business 
men  in  their  line  in  Susquehanna  county.  Their  af- 
fairs have  always  been  so  managed  as  to  win  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  the  prosperity  which 
should  always  attend  honorable  effort. 

Patrick  and  Mary  (Brady)  Cosgriff,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subjects,  were  born  near  Longford,  Coun- 
ty Longford,  Ireland,  the  father  emigrating  to 
the  United  States  in  1849,  the  mother  in  1843.  bhey 
located  in  New  York,  where  their  marriage  was 
celebrated,  and  there  continued  to  make  their  home 
for  some  years,  the  father  being  engaged  at  the 
brick  mason’s  trade.  In  1859  they  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  rented  a farm,  and  in 
connection  with  its  operation  worked  at  his  trade. 
In  1866  he  bought  a place  in  Liberty  township, 
one  and  a half  miles  east  of  Lawsville,  known  as 
the  Michael  Dawlev  farm,  on  which  he  erected  a 
new  house  and  barn,  and  made  other  improve- 
ments winch  add  to  its  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. There  the  parents  still  continue  to  reside, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  seven  children,  name- 
ly: (1)  Annie,  born  in  New  York,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  married 

G.  H.  Dean,  of  Putnam  county,  N.  Y..  who  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.  They  have  six  children.  Bessie, 
Mamie,  Frank,  Ella,  Willie  and  Frederick.  (2) 
John,  born  in  New  York,  was  reared  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  in  1877  went  to  Muske- 
gon ccunty,  Mich.,  where  he  followed  lumber- 
ing, but  he  has  not  been  heard  from  for  eight  years. 
(3)  Francis  and  (4)  Patrick  are  next  in  the  order 
of  birth.  (5)  Ella,  born  in  Franklin  township,  in 
1865,  married  John  Kane,  of  that  township,  and 
they  now  reside  in  New  Milford,.  Penn.,  where  he 
is  engaged  as  currier  in  a tannery.  (6)  Andrew,  born 
in  Liberty  township,  in  1867,  received  a good  practi- 
cal education,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Binghamton.  N.  Y.  (7)  Mary,  born  in 
Liberty  township,  in  1870.  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Hallstead  and  Montrose,  and  has  for  the 


past  fourteen  years  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty  township. 

Both  Francis  and  Patrick  Cosgriff  were  born 
in  Franklin  township,  the  former  in  July,  i860,  the 
latter  in  March,  18G2,  and  were  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  locality.  When  a young  man 
Patrick  learned  the  stone  mason’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  as  a contractor,  building  a number  of  the 
bridges  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  also  dealt 
quite  extensively  in  lumber,  buying  tile  land  and  con- 
tracting for  the  lumber.  In  1880,  forming  a part- 
nership with  his  brother  Francis,  they  purchased 
the  Kenyon  farm,  in  Liberty  township,  one  mile 
east  of  Lawsville,  where  they  erected  a fine  barn, 
36x44  feet,  with  silo  attached.  They  cleared  a large 
portion  of  their  farm,  placed  it  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  From  1898  Patrick 
operated  a stone  quarry  at  Summersville,  and  an- 
other near  Hallstead.  from  which  he  made  large  ship- 
ments, his  specialties  being  flag  and  bridge 
stones.  He  extensively  engaged  in  bridge  building, 
having  constructed  the  following:  Ihe  bridges 

at  Red  Rock  New  Milford,  Howard  Corners, 
and  Brandt's  Station,  all  in  1890;  Gibson,  in 
Clifford  and  Harford  townships,  in  1892;  Forest 
Lake  township,  Birchardville,  in  1893 ; Harmony, 
Brandt’s  Station,  Thompson  Inn,  Susquehanna 
county  bridge,  and  Martin  Creek,  in  1894;  Rush 
township,  Bridgewater,  Harford.  Hawkins  Mill 
and  Bridgewater,  in  1895 ; Great  Bend.  Wyalusing 
creek  and  Rush,  in  1896;  Harford  and  South  Gib- 
son, in  1899.  He  also  worked  on  the  Mill  creek 
reservoir,  and  although  one  of  the  youngest  con- 
tractors in  the  county  he  did  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  work,  both  as  a stone  contractor  and  as  a 
lumber  contractor.  With  his  brother  he  ranked 
among  the  most  energetic,  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  their  community,  and  by 
their  honorable,  straightforward  course  the  brothers 
gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact.  Politically  he  was  always 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  as  is  also  his 
brother,  and  religiously  the  family  hold  membership 
in  the  Catholic  Church  of  Great  Bend.  Patrick 
was  elected  supervisor  of  his  township  when  only 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  also  filled  the  offices  of 
poormaster  and  school  director,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  was  one  of  the  committeemen  of  his 
township. 

On  January  23,  iqoo,  while  Patrick  Cosgriff 
was  working  with  his  foreman,  Elmer  Howard,  in 
a blacksmith  shop  connected  with  his  stone  quarry, 
a quantity  of  blasting-powder  which  had  been  test- 
ed and  considered  worthless  ignited,  seriously 
burning  both  men.  The  other  employes  of  the 
quarry  hastened  to  their  assistance,  quickly  tearing 
off  their  burning  clothes,  and  they  both  walked  the 
greater  part  of  the  distance,  about  one-fourth  mile, 
to  their  boarding  house.  Medical  aid  was  quickly 
summoned,  and  everything  possible  was  done  to 
alleviate  their  sufferings.  After  his  burns  were 
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dressed,  Mr.  Cosgriff  seemed  quite  comfortable, 
and  every  hope  was  entertained  for  his  recovery. 
But  about  midnight  he  seemed  to  grow  rapidly 
worse,  though  he  still  continued  to  know  his  friends. 
Though  in  great  pain,  he  neither  complained  nor 
murmured,  and  at  half-past  three,  Wednesday 
morning,  January  24,  became  unconscious,  passing 
away  quietly  about  seven  a.  m.  Undertaker  E.  E. 
Tuttle,  of  Hallstead,  was  summoned,  and  the  body 
removed  to  his  father's  home  in  Liberty.  The  fu- 
neral, from  St.  Lawrence's  Church,  at  Great  Bend, 
on  Friday,  January  26,  was  largely  attended.  Rev. 
J.  S.  Fagan  officiating.  Requiem  High  Mass  was 
celebrated,  after  which  he  preached  a sermon  (taking 
as  his  subject,  “Be  ready ; ye  know  not  the  time  nor 
the  hour'’),  in  which  he  affectionately  spoke  of  the 
straightforward  life  and  Christian  virtues  of  the 
deceased,  as  a son,  a neighbor  and  a citizen.  The 
Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  Mr.  Cosgriff  was 
a member,  took  charge  of  the  funeral,  and  on  Sun- 
day, February  25,  memorial  services  in  his  honor 
were  held  in  their  hall  at  Great  Bend.  Flis  decease 
is  most  keenly  felt  in  his  home  by  his  aged  parents, 
by  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  outside  home  cir- 
cles by  innumerable  friends  and  his  employes.  In 
disposition  he  was  genial,  and  always  ready  to  lend 
a helping  hand  where  needed.  The  vacancy  left 
by  him  is  one  which  will  always  be  felt  at  home, 
and  bv  workingmen  and  society  for  many  long 
years. 

WILLIAM  JOHX  DAY.  a leading,  progres- 
sive and  prosperous  citizen  of  Great  Bend,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a native  of  England,  born  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, January  9,  1854. 

Charles  Day,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Warwickshire,  England,  about  the  year  1831,  a 
son  of  Richard  Day,  a laborer  by  occupation,  who 
had  a family  of  seven  children.  He  died  at  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon.  Charles  Day  married  Sarah  Fanth- 
am,  who  was  born  in  Buckinghamshire,  England, 
about  1830,  and  is  at  present  living  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  Canada,  where  her  husband  died  in  October, 
1897.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  honored 
couple,  viz.:  Twins  that  died  in  infancy;  William 
John,  our  subject;  Edward,  who  lives  in  Canada, 
is  a stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  helped  to  build  the 
new  locks  in  the  Canadian  "Soo"  canal ( he  is  mar- 
ried, and  has  three  children,  Xcllie,  Bertha  and 
Edward)  ; and  Helen,  who  married  George  Hodges, 
a brickmaker  in  Canada,  and  died  in  t88o.  leaving 
two  children,  George  and  Grace.  The  father  of  i 
this  family  was  a farmer,  and  on  settling  in  Canada,  j 
in  1872,  he  followed  his  occupation  there  on  land  1 
which  he  bought,  and  where  his  widow  now  lives.  1 
Prior  to  leaving  England  he  owned  a*  line  of  canal 
boats  that  ran  between  Wendover  and  London, 
carrying  hay  and  coal,  and  he  accumulated  some 
means.  He  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Order  of  St.  George. 

\\  illiam  John  Day  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  remained  at 


home  until  eleven  vears  old,  when  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  Ezra  Pigott,  of  Luton,  Bedfordshire.  Eng- 
land, to  learn  the  trade  of  butcher.  He  served  five 
years,  receiving  his  board  and  clothes,  and  with 
savings  from  his  "pocket  money”  (one  shilling  a 
week)  he  managed,  when  sixteen  years  old,"  to 
pay  his  passage  to  the  L nited  States  on  a sailing 
vessel,  arriving  at  Xew  York  June  19,  1870,  after 
a voyage  of  seven  weeks.  Flis  brother  Edward  ac- 
companied him,  and  when  they  landed  in  the  Xew 
\\  orld  they  found  their  combined  capital,  after  pav- 
ing  for  their  first  night’s  lodging,  amounted  to  a 
couple  of  English  sovereigns  (worth  about  S4.84 
each).  Our  subject  soon  found  work,  however, 
in  a large  slaughter-house  in  Jersey  City,  remaining 
there  some  three  months,  his  brother  meantime 
moving  westward  to  Hop  Bottom,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a stone-cutter  bv 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Co.,  at  that 
place.  Here  W illiam  J.  joined  him,  working  on  the 
railroad  that  winter  and  the  following  spring  until 
May  1.  at  which  time  he  took  an  engagement  with 
Mead  Bros.,  butchers,  at  Conklin  Station.  Broome 
Co.,  X".  Y.,  and  with  them  remained  five  vears. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  commenced  the  butchering  business  in 
partnership  with  J.  Judd;  but  at  the  end  of  three 
months  he  bought  his  partner  out.  In  18S0  he  pur- 
chased a vacant  lot  and  erected  his  present  fine  three- 
storv  brick  building,  the  third  floor  being  rented  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns 
other  property  in  Great  Bend,  as  well  as  some  in 
Hallstead,  besides  a farm  of  100  acres  of  improved 
land  and  nine  acres  up  Trowbridge  creek,  whereon 
he  has  a slaughter-house  and  an  ice-house.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  extensive  butchering  interests  Mr.  Day 
is  a heavy  stockholder  in  and  president  of  the  Great 
Bend  Brush  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  is  a stock 
concern,  owned  exclusively  by  our  subject,  his  son. 
Frederick  C.,  his  wife's  father,  Frederick  Xitchke. 
and  the  latter’s  son.  J.  B.  Xitchke.  It  was  organized 
in  October,  1899,  mainly  through  Air.  Day's  influ- 
ence and  enterprise,  and  is  already  meeting  with 
good  success,  employing  some  thirty  hands,  and 
shipping  large  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  LYiited 
States  and  Canada. 

On  March  29,  1876,  William  J.  Day  was  united 
iq  marriage,  at  Conklin  Station.  Broome  Co.,  X".  Y.. 
with  Miss  Rosena  A.  Xitchke.  who  was  born  there 
in  1855,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Susanna 
Helena  (Byron)  Xitchke,  Germans  by  birth.  In 
i860,  after  marriage,  they  came  to  the  United  States, 
settling  at  Conklin  Station,  where  Mr.  Xitchke  was 
foreman  in  an  acid  factory.  His  wife  died  in  1895, 
the  mother  of  three  children:  Rosena  A.  (Mrs. 
Day),  Ella  (.Mrs.  William  Newman,  of  Great 
Bend),  and  J.  B.  (superintendent  of  the  brush 
factory ) . Three  children  have  blessed  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day:  Frederick  C.,  born  January 
26,  1877,  at  present  traveling  in  the  interests  of  the 
brush  factory;  Lulu,  born  in  October,  18S2;  and 
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Lena,  born  in  June,  1888.  Frederick  C.  Day  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  •with  Spain,  serving  one  year 
as  a private  in  Company  G,  13th  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

The  Day  family  hold  membership  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  Mr.  Day  is  a liberal  supporter. 
Socially  he  is  a 32nd  degree  Mason ; is  Past  Master 
of  Blue  Lodge  No.  338,  High  Priest  of  Chapter  No. 
210,  and  Past  Commander  of  Commandery  No.  27, 
all  at  Great  Bend  : is  a member  of  Irem  Temple, 
Shrine,  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  At  one  time  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Day,  his  wife 
and  son  are  all  members  of  Gill  Chapter,  No.  12, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  Mrs.  Day  was 
the  first  Worthy  Matron.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a stanch  Republican,  though  no  office-seeker,  being 
a silent  yet  influential  advisor  of  his  party.  How- 
ever, he  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  two 
terms,  and  has  frequently  been  urged  to  accept  nom- 
ination for  the  office  of  burgess,  hut  has  invariably 
declined  the  honor.  For  twelve  vears  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  was  recently  re- 
elected for  another  term  of  three  years.  In  all  re- 
spects Mr.  Day  is  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive, and  ready  to  aid  any  enterprise  that  may  tend 
to  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  his  adoption,  or  of  the 
county  at  large. 

KENNETH  ANDERSON  JOHNSTON  (de- 
ceased ) was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  high 
character  and  upright  life  won  for  him  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  While 
his  life  was  free  from  ambitious  strivings  for  public 
notice,  it  was  marked  by  a quiet  usefulness  which 
exerted  an  influence  upon  the  community  not  often 
attained  by  men  in  private  life. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  February  20,  1807,  at 
Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  came  of  good 
pioneer  stock.  His  parents,  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
(Snedeker)  Johnston,  were  the  first  couple  married 
in  that  locality,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Priest  Buck,  of  Great  Bend,  Penn.  Andrew  John- 
ston built  the  first  public  house  at  Kirkwood,  and 
had  charge  of  it  when  the  first  line  of  stages  was 
started  from  that  place  to  this  section ; after  his 
death,  in  1815,  his  widow  settled  on  the  Thomas  Day 
farm,  at  Great  Bend,  with  her  daughter,  Ursula,  and 
six  sons.  James,  Garrett,  Kenneth  Anderson,  David, 
John  Berkalew,  and  Andrew. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Snedeker)  Johnston  was  born 
in  1777,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years — over  half  a century  of  widowhood  attest- 
ing her  devotion  to  her  husband's  memory.  Her  fa-  , 
ther,  Garrett  Snedeker,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  j 
Revolutionary  army,  removed  in  1794  from  Somer-  1 
set  county,  N.  J.,  to  the  northern  part  of  the  Valiev  ■ 
of  the  Susquehanna,  making  the  journey  with  a 
wagon,  upon  which  were  loaded  the  household  goods 
and  the  necessary  provisions.  His  family  consisted 
of  his  wife  and  six  children:  Isaac,  David.  James, 


Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Abbv.  Notwithstanding 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fording  of  creeks,  and 
other  incidents  of  travel  in  the  wilderness,  they 
made  their  way  without  notable  mishap  until  about 
fourteen  miles  from  Great  Bend,  when  the  wagon 
broke  down,  and  they  spent  the  night  in  a hastily- 
constructed  camp,  their  slumbers  being  disturbed 
by  serenades  from  wolves  and  other  wild  animals. 
At  that  time  there  was  but  one  house  at  New  Mil- 
ford. one  at  Binghamton.  N.  Y.,  and  two  at  Great 
Bend,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  spent  at  his  old  home 
in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a young  man  he  came 
to  this  section,  locating  first  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  operated  a mill  for  a few  years. 
This  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  later  he  conducted 
a woolen-mill  at  Great  Bend.  He  was  also  engaged 
in  a similar  business,  at  different  times,  at  Harford 
and  Tingley,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in  1849 
settled  permanently  upon  a farm  at  New  Milford, 
where  he  died  June  11,  1877.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  operated  a sawmill  and  lathmill,  and  in 
his  varied  line  of  business  he  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  was  a man  of  generous  nature,  was  a 
good  Christian,  and  for  many  years  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  New  Mil- 
ford. He  served  for  some  time  as  deacon,  but  when 
the  Church  became  Presbyterian  in  faith  he  declined 
to  remain  in  office  longer.  Politically  he  was  a Re- 
publican, and  among  the  positions  which  he  filled 
were  those  of  school  director,  roadmaster,  assessor 
and  poormaster.  On  September  5,  i?>32>  ''as 
married,  at  lilt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss 
Nancy  A.  Kennedy,  and  the  following  children 
blessed  the  union:  Rhoda  E.,  deceased,  who  married 
James  Partridge;  Harriet  E.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Miss  Evelvn  M. ; W.  Irvin,  who  died  in  1856; 
and  Miss  Julia  IT.  The  two  surviving  daughters 
occupv  the  homestead,  which  shows  no  lack  ot 
business-like  management  under  their  oversight. 
Both  are  fond  of  reading,  and  their  intelligence  and 
culture  enable  them  to  pass  their  leisure  time  pleas- 
antly and  profitably  with  the  best  literature. 

"Airs.  Nancv  A.  (Kennedy)  Johnston  was  born 
April  2.  1807.  and  died  January  27.  1SS7.  her  re- 
mains being  interred  beside  those  of  her  husband, 
in  New  Milford  cemetery.  She  was  a daughter  of 
David  and  Rhoda  (Sternes)  Kennedy,  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  settled  in  \\  ayne  county  at  an  early  day. 
Her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  cleared 
a homestead  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
first  apple  orchard  in  the  locality  was  planted  by 
him,  from  seeds  brought  from  Connecticut  in  his 
vest  pocket.  The  following  reference  to  this  worthy 
couple  is  found  in  an  old  book:  “They  were  pious, 
prudent  and  intelligent  people." 

FRANK  C.  BUNNELL  and  his  brother.  J. 
K.  BUNNELL.  Jr.,  are  counted  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  well  deserve  prominent  mention  in  this  volume. 
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The  Bunnell  family  has  long  been  identified 
with  Wayne  county,  David  Bunnell,  the  grandfather 
of  the  gentlemen  named  above,  having  settled  in 
1804  at  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  with  liis  wife 
Parthenia  (Kellam).  In  1839  he  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land  in  Dyberry  and  Texas  townships,  in 
partnership  with  three  of  his  sons,  and  engaged 
in  lumbering  on  an  extensive  scale.  J.  K.  Bunnell, 
Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subjects,  was  the  fifth  son  of 
the  old  pioneer,  and  was  born  at  Bethany  January 
14,  1817.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons 
who  joined  their  father  in  the  purchase  of  the  land 
mentioned,  and  assisted  in  the  clearing  of  the  tract, 
and  the  construction  of  buildings  for  a homestead. 
In  time  he  became  the  sole  owner  of  180  acres  of  the 
land,  lying  on  what  is  known  as  Bunnell's  Pond,  and 
comprising  the  original  homestead.  He  has 
ever  since  been  engaged  in  agricultural  work  princi- 
pally, and  for  twenty  years  past  has  given  his 
attention  to  dairying,  the  product  of  his  dairy  being 
disposed  of  in  Honesdale  and  vicinity.  His  intelli- 
gence and  sound  judgment  make  him  an  authority 
in  his  lines  of  work,  and  his  farm  is  conducted  in  a 
thoroughly  scientific  manner.  From  childhood  he 
was  taught  by  his  parents  that  those  who  succeed 
in  life  must  lay  the  foundation  for  success  in  their 
industry  and  correct  habits,  and  these  lessons  were 
wisely  enforced  by  practical  training  in  the  various 
lines  of  labor  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  a pioneer  farm- 
er’s son.  In  addition  to  this  judicious  home  train- 
ing, his  active  and  ambitious  mind  acquired  a good 
store  of  information  in  the  schools  of  the  locality. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  prominent  in  public 
affairs  in  Texas  township,  holding  different  offices, 
including  that  of  supervisor,  and  for  a long  time  he 
has  served  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Honesdale,  of  which  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  been  members  for  more  than  forty-five 
years.  In  1841  he  married  Miss  Ann  S.  Browns- 
combe,  who  was  born  January  1,  1823,  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  near  the  borders  of  Cornwall,  and 
died  March  7.  1893.  Her  parents,  John  and  Johanna 
(Spettigue)  Brownscombe,  came  to  Wayne  county 
with  their  family  in  1830,  and,  after  residing  in  Ber- 
lin township  for  eleven  years,  settled  at  Bunnell’s 
Pond,  where  their  last  days  were  spent.  The  fa- 
ther, who  was  a man  of  fine  education,  followed 
teaching  as  an  occupation  in  the  old  country,  and 
during  his  residence  in  Wayne  county  was  frequent- 
ly called  upon  to  serve  as  clerk  of  elections,  and  in 
other  positions  requiring  ability,  accuracy,  and  dis- 
patch. Mrs.  Ann  Bunnell  was  one  of  the  familv  of 
three  children,  the  other  being  Henry  B.,  who  has  for 
forty-four  ye'ars  been  an  honored  clergyman  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Pennsylvania  ;*and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Seth  C.  Whiting,  of  Winsted,  Connecticut. 
J.  K.  and  Ann  S.  Bunnell  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  namely : ( 1 ) Caroline  E.  was  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1842.  (2  ) George  W.,  born  in  1844,  died 
February  4.  1863.  (3)  William  B..  born  June  30, 

1847,  died  October  15.  i860.  (4)  Hattie  E.,  born 


December  22,  1849,  niarried  Henry  Webb,  a farmer 
of  near  Bethany,  and  has  two  sons — Robert  and 
William.  (5)  Frank  C.  is  mentioned  below.  (6) 
Sarah  Emma,  born  September  11,  1856,  married 
Charles  R.  Brady,  D.  D.  S.,  and  died  July  30.  1S89, 
in  Honesdale.  leaving  one  daughter— Kate  B.  (7) 
J.  K.,  Jr.,  is  mentioned  below. 

Frank  C.  Bunnell  was  born  September  16,  1853, 
in  Bunnell  town,  Wayne  county,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  old  homestead,  receiving  a good  practi- 
cal education  in  the  local  schools,  while  assisting  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In  May,  1877,  he 
married  Miss  Libbie  Bone,  of  Honesdale,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Julia  Bone,  natives  of  Liskeard,  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  in  1849.  and  were  for 
a number  of  years  residents  of  Honesdale,  where 
they  were  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
them.  Her  mother  died  there,  and  her  father  is 
now  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Bunnell  settled  upon  his  present  farm, 
which  was  given  him  bv  his  father.  It  is  a fine 
place,  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  and  was  formerly 
known  as  the  Hughes  farm.  Since  taking  posses- 
sion Air.  Bunnell  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  estate,  has  devoted  much  attention  to  dairy- 
ing, and  keeps  a number  of  high  bred  cows,  shipping 
the  milk  to  Xew  York  Citv.  His  home  life  is  one 
of  comfort  and  refinement.  He  has  two  daughters : 
Alice  Anna,  born  May  23,  1878;  and  Julia  May, 
born  March  10,  1880.  The  former  graduated  from 
the  Honesdale  high  school  in  June,  1898.  In  poli- 
tics F.  C.  Bunnell  is  a Republican,  but  lie  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  although  he  has  been  frequently 
urged  to  allow  his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candi- 
date for  township  positions.  He  and  his  family  are 
all  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Honesdale,  contributing  liberally  to  its  support,  and 
giving  efficient  help  in  all  the  work  of  the  society. 

J.  K.  Bunnell,  Jr.,  youngest  son  of  J.  K. 
Bunnell,  Sr.,  was  born  December  4,  1862.  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  there  spent  his  youth,  giving  his 
father  such  assistance  as  his  growing  strength  per- 
mitted. He  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, and  was  educated  in  the  the  local  schools 
and  the  schools  of  Flonesdale.  On  September 
20,  1893.  he  married  Miss  Anna  Marv  Tavlor, 
who  was  born  in  1868,  in  Berlin  township.  Wayne 
county,  only  child  of  Lewis  Taylor,  a prominent 
farmer  of  that  locality.  He  is  a native  of  England, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eleanor 
Decker,  was  born  in  Johnstown,  X.  Y.  Since  his 
marriage  Mr.  Bunnell  lias  conducted  the  old  home- 
stead, which  he  has  improved  in  many  wavs,  mak- 
ing additions  to  the  buildings,  and  erecting  a large 
barn,  with  all  conveniences  for  dairy  farming.  He 
has  also  constructed  two  siloes,  of  fifty  and  seventv- 
five  tons  capacity,  respectively,  and  he  keeps  on  the 
average  about  thirty  head  of  Holstein  and  Jersey 
cattle,  enabling  him  to  furnish  his  patrons  with  the 
best  of  milk  and  butter.  He  is  at  present  the  sole 
agent  for  the  Eureka  mower  in  his  own  and  adjoin- 
ing townships.  Politically,  as  in  other  respects,  he 
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is  not  inclined  to  follow  the  opinions  of  others,  and 
although  he  formerly  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party  he  now  votes  independently.  He  takes  an 
active  part  in  all  the  progressive  movements  in  his 
locality,  as  is  the  custom  of  his  family,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Honesdale.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  one 
beloved  daughter,  Candace  E.,  who  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1898,  aged  one  and  one-half  years. 

PROF.  ALFRED  W.  LARRABEE,  one  of 
the  most  successful  school  teachers  in  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  Jackson,  that  county,  April  2, 
i837-" 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Emory  B.  and  Laura  A. 
(Wheaton)  Larrabee,  were  both  natives  of  New 
England,  but  became  acquainted  and  were  married 
in  Susquehanna  county.  The  father  moved  here  in 
1825  with  his  parents,  Capt.  Veranas  and  Lucy 
(Bennett)  Larrabee,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  lo- 
cated in  Jackson  township,  where  the  grandfather 
followed  farming,  and  at  intervals  held  township 
offices.  He  was  a pensioner  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
commanded  a company  of  the  State  militia.  It  was 
in  1821  that  our  subject’s  mother  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  with  her  parents,  Moses  B.  and  Polly 
A.  (Aldrich)  Wheaton,  of  New  Hampshire,  who 
also  settled  in  Jackson  township.  In  connection  with 
farming  Mr.  Wheaton  followed  school  teaching  for 
over  a half  century.  The  father  of  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jackson  township 
throughout  his  active  business  life,  and  also  held 
township  offices,  such  as  school  director,  supervisor, 
etc.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  He  died  in 
April,  1899,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1887,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  North  Jack- 
son  cemetery.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their 
six  children,  the  others  being  William  H.,  a butcher 
of  Susquehanna;  Oscar  G.  and  William  W.,  both 
carpenters  of  Susquehanna ; John  W„  a tonsorial 
artist  of  the  same  place : and  W infield  S.,  a painter 
of  North  Jackson,  now  deceased. 

Alfred  \V.  Larrabee  s boyhood  davs  were  spent 
in  close  proximity  to  the  whipping  rod,  both  at  home 
and  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  received  a certificate,  to  teach  the  common 
branches,  of  school  director  Adin  Miller,  of  South 
Gibson.  His  next  certificate  was  from  the  first 
county  superintendent.  \\  illard  Richardson,  under 
the  Act  of  1854.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  life 
work.  The  hours  of  hard  labor  greatlv  exceeded 
those  of  pleasure  while  he  was  toiling  up  the  hill 
of  science  and  wisdom,  teaching  -both  public  and 
select  school  winters,  and  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade,  to  enable  him  to  attend  the  academies  at 
Harford  and  Montrose.  At  the  age  of  twentv-one 
years  he  received  his  professional  certificate,  after 
which  he  taught  nearly  all  the  time  until  the  war 
broke  out,  in  1861.  At  the  countrv's  first  call  for 


aid  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  1st  Penn.  Light 
Artillery,  which  was  known  as  "Rickett’s"  Battery, 
and  remained  with  them  for  two  and  a half  years, 
always  doing  the  work  of  a sergeant,  having  com- 
mand of  one  gun.  He  was  in  thirty-two  engage- 
ments up  to  the  time  he  was  wounded,  at  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  his  left  hip  being  fractured  by  the 
I premature  discharge  of  his  ten-pounder.  From  the 
battlefield  he  was  taken  to  Carver  hospital,  Meridian 
Hill,  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  stayed  three 
months.  Thence  obtaining  a sixty  days’  furlough, 
he  went  home,  in  March,  1863,  and  was  married  to 
Emma  D.  Doyle,  second  daughter  of  Justin  L.  and 
Lydia  Ann  W.  (Avery)  Doyle,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county  with 
their  respective  parents  when  young,  and  remained 
here.  Only  a few  days  after  his  marriage  he  went 
back  and  was  sent  to  Portsmouth  Grove  hospital, 
Rhode  Island,  where,  while  convalescing,  he  was 
made  head  clerk  for  Surgeon-General  Edwards. 
After  three  months’  service  he  was  discharged,  but 
only  a few  days  elapsed  before  he  re-enlisted,  in 
Troop  M,  1st  New  York  Vet.  Cav.  During  his  stay 
with  them  he  was  in  command  of  the  provost  guard, 
at  Camp  Piatt,  W.  Ya.  From  this  camp  he  ob- 
tained a leave  of  absence,  and  went  home,  to  find 
his  wife  dead  and  buried ; their  wedded  life  had  been 
only  thirty-two  days.  Returning  to  camp,  he 
staved  until  discharged  at  the  close  or  the  war. 

On  his  return  home  from  the  army  our  subject 
began  studving  with  renewed  vigor,  trying  hard  to 
bury  his  sorrow  in  the  knotty  problems  of  science, 
and  in  1867  he  nad  mastered  the  Latin  language 
and  received  a State  certificate  for  the  same,  with 
twenty-three  additional  branches.  In  May,  1872,  he 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss  V ealthy  J- 
Gelatt,  of  Thompson,  and  they  began  housekeeping 
in  Susquehanna.  Here  he  graded  the  public  school, 
and  was  principal  three  years.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Great  Bend,  graded  the  public  school  at  that 
place,  and  served  as  principal  until  appointed  county 
superintendent,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  W.  W. 
Watson,  resigned.  In  1876  a daughter  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larrabee,  Mabel  L..  now  wife  of 
Dr.  W.  W.  McNamarra,  of  Thompson.  Our  sub- 
ject was  divorced  from  his  second  wife.  He  was 
again  alone,  but  he  kept  on  teaching,  keeping  up 
his  physique  with  the  saw  and  hammer  when  not  in 
the  school  room,  and  dotting  the  county  here  and 
there  with  memorials  of  his  handiwork.  One  town 
contains  sixteen  dwelling-houses  of  which  he  is  the 
architect.  In  1880  he  came  to  L’nion  Dale,  and 
graded  the  public  school  here.  In  1882  he  married,  for 
his  third  wife,  GeorgieannaL.  Barriger.  fourth  daugh- 
| ter  of  the  late  Henry  S.  and  Sophia  A.  (Pickering) 
j Barriger,  residents  of  Gibson.  Penn.  He  was  princi- 
| pal  of  the  graded  school  four  years,  and  taught 
{ select  school  as  many  years  more,  twenty-one  pupils 
i from  his  select  school  receiving  certificates  to  teach 
| through  his  instruction.  The  Professor  is  now 
building  himself  a home,  the  upper  part  of  which 
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will  be  fitted  up  for  a private  school  room.  All 
these  years  he  has  kept  up  his  untiring  zeal  for  learn- 
ing, and  to-day  is  as  great  a student  as  ever.  The 
past  with  him  is  a mighty  memory,  as  his  pupils 
number  between  five  and  six  thousand.  He  keeps 
pace  with  the  cycle  of  public  events,  and  is  recognized 
as  a scholar  and  a Christian  gentleman.  He  never 
seems  to  have  done  his  best.  There  is  always  a 
reserved  force  for  another  time.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. ; he  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  political  sentiment. 

ALFRED  C.  GROW,  one  of  the  progressive 
and  well-to-do  general  farmers  of  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  May  7,  1840.  in 
Mehoopany,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  John  W. 
and  Caroline  (Wakefield)  Grow. 

John  W.  Grow  was  born  January  3,  1820,  in 
Connecticut,  son  of  Danford  and  Chloye  (Jones) 
Grow,  who  became  early  settlers  of  Meshoppen, 
Penn.  In  Meshoppen  township,  Wyoming  county, 
he  met  and  married  Caroline  Wakefield,  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Wakefield,  a 
farmer,  and,  they  soon  afterward  removed  to  Me- 
hoopany, where  Mr.  Grow  operated  a sawmill,  and 
also  carried  on  a coopering  business.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  union,  namely:  Alfred  C. ; 
James,  who  died  at  Akron,  Ohio ; Philander,  who 
died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war ; Adelia,  wife 
of  Franklin  Bullock,  a retired  citizen  of  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn. ; Emerson,  a blacksmith,  living  in  Illi- 
nois ; George,  who  runs  a sawmill  in  Auburn  town- 
ship ; and  Uneca,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  died  in  1855,  at  Meshoppen,  Penn.,  where 
she  was  buried,  and  where  the  father  now  lives  re- 
tired. He  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Eu- 
nice White,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Inez,  married  to  Solomon  Baker,  a stone 
mason  of  Meshoppen ; Ida,  wife  of  Maleel  Plar- 
vey.  a farmer  of  Kizerville,  Penn.,  and  Hattie,  wife 
of  John  Harvey,  who  owns  a farm  near  Kizerville. 
Mr.  Grow  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Alfred  C.  Grow  received  his  education  in  the 
nublic  schools  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  after  his  moth- 
er's death  making  his  home  with  an  uncle  for  a 
year.  Between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  fifteen  he 
worked  in  a sawmill  at  Meshoppen.  For  a few 
years  during  his  early  manhood  he  worked  with 
various  farmers,  and  he  also  lived  at  home  for  two 
years.  For  three  months  he  was  engaged  in  re- 
pair work  on  the  river  dam,  and  for  two  or  three 
years  prior  to  his  marriage  ran  a sawmill  in  Spring- 
ville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  which  his  fa- 
ther rented.  After  his  marriage,  in  i860,  he  pur- 
chased a mill  in  Springville,  which  he  ran  for  six 
months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  moving  to  Lyman- 
ville,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a 
year.  In  July,  1861.  he  enlisted,  for  three  years,  in 
Company  IT,  1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  un- 
der Capt.  James  Brady,  but  he  was  discharged  in 


January,  1S62,  at  Washington,  D.  C..  on  account  of 
disability.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was  capable 
of  doing  little  work,  though  he  carried  on  farming 
for  about  a year,  and  in  December,  1863,  he  moved 
to  Doylestown,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  for 
a few  months  in  the  Buckeye  reaper  and  mower  shop 
In  January,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Com- 
pany G,  120th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Benjamin 
Jones,  after  a few  months’  service  with  that  com- 
mand transferring  to  the  114th  O.  Y.  I.,  and  later 
to  another  Ohio  regiment.  He  participated  in  the 
Red  River  campaign,  was  in  various  skirmishes, 
and  was  under  fire  for  a week  at  Blakely,  but  he  was 
never  wounded.  He  came  home  on  furlough  in  the 
fall  of  1865,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  in  May,  1866,  at  Columbus,  (Jlno. 

For  about  one  year  after  his  return  from  the 
army,  Air.  Grow  was  under  the  doctor's  care,  after 
which,  until  1871,  he  was  employed  in  the  reaper 
and  mower  machine  shop  at  Doylestown.  In  1872 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  first  renting  a farm  in 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  The  next 
year  he  worked  the  Whitesmith  farm,  in  1874  and 
1875  the  Lemuel  Blakesley  farm  at  Springville,  and 
subsequently  Dr.  Gratton’s  farm  at  Benton  Center. 
On  his  return  to  Springville  he  worked  for  six  years 
for  Lemuel  Blakesley,  and  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  account,  at  present  liv- 
ing on  the  Beardsley  farm,  in  Auburn  township, 
near  the  Baptist  Church.  It  comprises  130  acres  of 
good  land,  and  by  industry  and  careful  management 
Mr.  Grow  has  derived  a good  income  from  the 
farm,  gaining  a well-deserved  reputation  for  prog- 
ress and  thrift  in  all  his  undertakings.  He  is  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him  as  intelligent,  honest, 
hard-working  man,  and  is  well  known  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  home. 

On  February  4,  i860,  Mr.  Grow  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Wiles,  the  ceremony  tak- 
ing place  in  Springville  township,  and  they  have 
had  children  as  follows : Clark  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years ; Caroline  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Bag- 
ley,  a machinist  of  Towanda.  Penn.;  James  L..  a 
farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years : Al- 
fred E.,  a molder.  of  Towanda,  who  married  Eva 
Lake ; Blanche  V..  married  to  Burton  Thomas,  who 
owns  a farm  in  Springville;  Edith,  wife  of  Fred 
Thomas,  who  owns  a farm  in  Springville ; Charles, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; Harry  and  Clara, 
twins,  the  former  living  at  home,  the  latter  married 
to  Zibe  Lott : and  Wileston  T.  and  Burton  C.,  liv- 
ing at  home.  Mr.  Grow  takes  a deep  interest  in  re- 
ligious matters,  uniting  with  the  Baptist  Church,  to 
which  most  of  the  family  belong,  and  in  which  he  has 
held  the  office  of  deacon  for  six  years.  While  liv- 
ing in  Ohio  he  attended  the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  he  was  an  elder  for  five  years.  His  political 
j sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and  1.  ( ).  O.  F.. 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah. 
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Mrs.  Annie  (Wiles)  Grow  was  born  March  2, 
1844,  near  Meshoppen,  Penn.  Her  mother,  .Martha 
Boughton,  was  twice  married,  and  Annie  was  born 
to  the  first  union,  but  as  she  was  only  a young  child 
when  her  mother  wedded  Martin  Wiles  she  always 
went  by  her  stepfather's  name.  Mrs.  Wiles  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  As  the 
family  consisted  of  eleven  children  Mrs.  Grow  com- 
menced to  help  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  going 
to  school  winters  and  doing  housework  and  spin- 
ning in  the  summers.  She  married  Mr.  Grow  at  the 
early  age  of  sixteen.  Always  studious,  quiet 
and  unassuming,  she  gained  many  friends,  and  she 
is  an  active  Church  worker,  having  from  early  life 
been  a constant  attendant  of  Sabbath-school  and 
Church.  She  is  president  of  the  Mission  Circle,  and 
may  always  be  relied  upon  in  any  good  work. 

EDMUND  L.  VAN  GORDEN,  for  a number 
of  years  a prosperous  and  honored  citizen  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  commenced  life  for 
himself  in  limited  circumstances,  poor  in  everything 
but  energy  and  indomitable  will  power.  Success 
at  length  crowned  his  well-directed  efforts,  and  he 
is  now  the  possessor  of  a fine  farm  and  comfortable 
competence. 

Mr.  Van  Gorden  was  born  in  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  March  2,  1840,  a son  of  Levi  M.  and 
Mehitable  (Terry)  Van  Gorden,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Pike  county,  the  latter  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  The  father  made  his  home  in 
Bradford  county,  front  the  age  of  twenty  until 
twenty-six,  and  in  the  meantime  was  married,  in 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  lo- 
cated on  leaving  Bradford  county,  and  continued 
to  make  his  home  through  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a farmer,  and  actively  engaged  in  that  oc- 
cupation until  his  death,  March  29,  1892,  when  he 
had  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventv-seven 
years  and  nine  months.  He  survived  his  faithful 
wife  only  seven  weeks,  she  dying  February  9,  1802, 
and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  Rush  cemetery. 
Both  were  earnest,  consistent  Christian  people,  the 
father  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  mother  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  of  their  four  children,  the  others  being 
Prudence  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Ebenezer  Stanton ; 
Lucy  R.,  who  (first)  married  Aden  Stevens,  and 
(second)  William  Bradshaw,  a hotel  man  of  Stevens- 
ville,  Penn. : and  Charles  A.,  a carpenter  of  Lester- 
shire,  N.  Y.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Abraham  and  Rebecca  Van  Gorden,  and  his 
maternal  grandparents  were  Ichabod  and  Lucy 
(Metcalf)  Terry,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  where  lie  remained  until 
after  he  was  married,  May  19, 1862, at  Benton,  Penn., 
to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Estell,  a native  of  that  place, 
who  died  in  August,  1864,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Rush  cemetery.  Pier 
parents  were  Jacob  and  Hannah  Estell,  of  Benton. 
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The  only  child  born  to  our  subject  by  this  union, 
William,  married  Frankie  Terry,  and  now  lives  in 
Scranton,  Penn. ; he  is  a compressed  air  engineer. 

On  May  12,  1867,  at  Myersburg,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.,  Mr.  Van  Gorden  wedded  Miss  Annie  Varges- 
on,  a native  of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  A.  Vargeson.  They  separated  in  January, 
1874.  She  died  July  1,  1877,  aged  twenty-eight 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Standing  Stone,  Brad- 
ford county.  By  this  union  were  two  daughters : 
Emma  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Berry,  who  is  fore- 
man for  the  West  Ridge  Coal  Co.,"  of  Scranton ; 
and  Ada  M„  wife  of  William  Kambeck,  of  Scrant- 
on, who  during  the  war  with  Spain  was  commis- 
sioned captain  of  Company  B,  13th  Regiment,  P. 
V.  I.,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  McKenzie. 

Mr.  Van  Gorden  was  again  married,  at  Nichol- 
son, Penn.,  June  23,  1877,  his  third  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Amy  (Brown)  Betts,  who  was  born  in 
Lenox,  Susquehanna  county,  August  11.  18^2.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Minerva  (Wright)  Brown,  farm- 
ing people,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
mont, respectively,  and  both  died  in  Lenox,  Penn., 
the  former  in  1874,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  latter 
in  1876,  aged  sixty-five,  their  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Lathrop,  Penn.  The  children  born  to 
them  were  as  follows:  George  W.  and  Lovisa,  both 
deceased;  Henry,  a resident  of  Nicholson,  Penn.; 
Rowena,  widow  of  Joshua  Crandall,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war;  Christina,  wife  of  Joseph  Saund- 
ers, of  Hop  Bottom,  Penn. ; Porter,  also  a resident 
of  Hop  Bottom ; Lucinda,  who  was  killed  by  a fall- 
ing tree;  Amy,  wife  of  our  subject;  Nancy,  wife  of 
^ arren  Kilburn,  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Alonzo,  a resident  of  Hop  Bottom;  and 
Lydia,  Isaac  and  Adeline,  who  ah  died  young. 
Mrs.  Van  Gorden’s  paternal  grandparents,’  Wise 
and  Lovisa  Brown,  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  located  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
I enn.,  at  an  early  day,  making  their  home  upon  a 
farm  there  until  called  from  this  life.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Wright,  were 
also  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  earlv  settlers  of 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county ; they, 
too,  were  farming  people. 

On  leaving  the  old  home  farm,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  VI  r.  Van  Gorden  went  to  Glen- 
wood,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was  employed 
for  one  year  pulling  stumps,  having  purchased  a 
machine  of  180  horse-power  for  that  purpose.  With 
his  machine,  drawn  by  two  mules,  he  traveled 
through  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  Pike  and  Wyoming 
counties  for  some  years,  and  did  considerable  busi- 
ness along  that  line.  For  six  months  he  was  located 
in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  ccuntv ; spent  one 
year  on  a farm  in  Benton,  Penn. ; and  made  his  home 
for  fifteen  years  in  Nicholson,  where,  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  his  own  machine,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  haypressing  for  three  other  parties  for  five 
years,  each.  While  there  he  served  as  street  com- 
missioner five  years,  constable  the  same  length  of 
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time,  and  tax  collector  three  years.  On  July  5,  1S90, 
he  located  upon  a farm  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  now  owns  150  acres  of 
excellent  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  recently  rented  the  place  and  now  makes  his 
home  in  the  city  of  Scranton.  He  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Rush  Center  Creamery,  which  was  built  in 
1892,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising,  progres- 
sive and  industrious  business  men  of  his  community. 
For  ten  years  he  has  been  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  being  a strong 
Temperance  man,  he  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party. 

NELSOX  L.  PECK,  D.  D.  S.,  a well-known 
dentist  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  not  onlv 
a leader  in  his  profession,  but  he  and  his  family 
stand  high  in  the  social  life  of  the  community.  His 
fine  intellectual  gifts,  and  wide  range  of  informa- 
tion, united  with  an  upright  character,  make  him 
a valuable  citizen,  and  the  following  account  of  his 
life  will  be  appreciated  by  a large  circle  of  friends. 

The  record  of  the  Peck,  or  Beck  (as  it  is  pro- 
nounced in  German ) , family  is  traced  back  mativ 
generations.  It  is  supposed  that  they  came  originally 
from  Scotland,  tradition  making  them  Scotch-Irish. 
Peck  or  Beck  in  Gaelic  means  a small  stream. 
From  Scotland  they  went  across  the  North  sea  to 
the  Continent,  settling  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  thence 
removed  to  Wittenberg,  and  thence  to  Alsace, 
whence  the  first  ancestor  in  America  emigrated. 
His  given  name  is  unknown.  He  was  an  only  son, 
and  came  to  America  to  avoid  entering  the  mili- 
tary service,  which  was  compulsory  in  his  country, 
though  he  wished  to  remain  with  his  widowed 
mother.  Being  undecided  as  to  what  course  he 
should  pursue — take  care  of  his  widowed  mother 
or  go  into  the  army — he  sought  advice  of  his  pas- 
tor, who  advised  him  to  take  up  military  service, 
and  take  the  ninety-first  Psalm  as  his  guide.  How- 
ever he  came  to  America,  instead.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted,  and  did 
valiant  service  in  many  battles ; he  testified  that  no 
day  passed  in  which  he  failed  to  read  the  ninety-first 
Psalm,  and  that  in  the  hottest  battles  he  felt  as  safe 
as  if  at  home,  in  his  easy  chair.  Physically  he  was 
a very  large  man,  weighing  nearly  three  hundred 
pounds.  Plis  son,  Johann  Heinrich  Beck,  was  prob- 
ably the  founder  of  the  Beck  or  Peck  family  in 
America.  He  married  Catharine  Wolf,  a sister  of 
Gov.  Wolf,  seventh  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
comptroller  of  the  currency  under  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  they  had  four  sons,  John.  Jacob,  George  and 
Henry,  and  eight  daughters.  He  took  title  to  325 
acres  of  land  ( near  Xewburg,  Lower  Nazareth 
township)  from  John  and  Richard  Penn,  the  orig- 
inal title  and  part  of  the  land  being  still  owned  bv 
George  H.  Beck.  The  Becks  descended  from  this 
ancestry  are  numerous,  scattered  far  and  wide  over 
the  country,  and  are  for  the  most  part  well-to-do, 
being  farmers,  druggists,  doctors,  preachers,  den- 
tists, etc.  Many  of  them  are  Lutherans  in  religious 


faith,  some  are  Methodists,  a few  Presbyterians; 
and  there  are  also  a ^ew  Moravians. 

Henry  Beck,  son  of  Johann  Heinrich  Beck 
and  Catharine  Wolf,  and  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, inherited  a farm  from  his  parents.  He  opened 
a pottery,  but  the  clay  turned  out  badly  and  he  lost 
much  money,  though  he  was  afterward  more  suc- 
cessful. He  died  in  1824,  of  typhoid  fever,  leaving 
three  children:  Mary,  Jesse  and  Emanuel. 

Mary  married  Adam  Hampshire,  and  died  near 
Xewburg.  Penn. ; Jesse  entered  the  United  States  ar- 
my during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  never  re- 
turned home. 

Emanuel  Peck,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1818.  and  as  his  parents  died  during  his  childhood 
he  was  apprenticed  in  early  life,  and  was  reared 
in  the  vicinity  of  Allentown,  learning  the  tailor's 
trade,  which  he  has  followed  for  many  years.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  4th  Penn.  Re- 
serves, and  spent  nine  months  in  the  service,  endur- 
ing untold  hardships,  which  brought  on  chronic 
rheumatism.  On  his  return  from  the  army  he  set- 
tled in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is 
a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  an  honored  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Stroudsburg.  His  wife,  Susan  (Lee),  who  died 
in  1891,  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  Lee,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  a sister  of  Senator  D.  S.  Lee.  of  Strouds- 
burg. Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  four  children, 
the  others  being:  Josephine,  who  died  of  scarlet 
fever  when  five  years  old ; David,  who  died  in  child- 
hood : and  Miss  Ella  F.,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg. 

Doctor  Peck  was  born  January  9.  1847,  at  Bel- 
videre.  X'.  J.,  and  after  receiving  a good  common- 
school  education  began  his  professional  studies  with 
Doctor  Lantz,  of  Stroudsburg.  Later  he  took  a 
course  in  a dental  college  in  Philadelphia,  and  on 
graduating  he  began  practicing,  meeting  with  grat- 
ifying success.  Since  1872  he  has  been  in  practice 
in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  an  excellent  patronage. 
He  is  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion. Politically  he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  socially 
he  is  identified  with  various  organizations,  including 
the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
•He  and  his  family  are  connected  with  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Stroudsburg,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
local  preacher  for  fifteen  years,  and  even  longer  as 
class-leader.  In  1879  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hinsdale  Burr,  of  Newark.  X.  J.,  and 
they  have  two  children : Anna  V.,  who  graduated 
from  the  public  schools  of  Stroudsburg  at  the  age 
j of  sixteen  with  high  standing,  is  now  ( Jan..  1900) 
a student  of  dentistry  in  the  Pennsylvania  College 
of  Dentistry.  Philadelphia : Jesse  Lee  is  now  a stu- 
dent in  the  Bordentown  (X.  J.)  Military  Institute. 

CAPT.  \V.  R.  BENNETT,  a military  veteran, 
ami  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  has  won  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion in  financial  circles  for  sound  judgment,  of 
which  he  has  given  abundant  evidence  in  the  course 
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of  his  career.  His  persistent  steady  pursuit  of  his  ' 
chosen  line  of  business  has  brought  him  substan-  l 
tial  success,  and  his  example  will  afford  a helpful 
suggestion  to  any  ambitious  youth. 

Our  subject  derives  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  from  sturdy  Welsh  ancestry  in  both  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  lines.  His  father,  William 
Bennett,  was  born  in  1808,  in  Charlestown,  Mass., 
son  of  Stephen  Bennett,  a native  of  Wales,  and  in 
his  early  days  followed  farming  as  an  occupation, 
but  later  became  an  official  in  the  State  prison  at 
Charlestown.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  orthodox  in  religious  faith.  He  died  at  Wo- 
burn, Mass.,  in  i860.  His  wife,  Susan  (Russell), 
who  was  born  in  1809  and  died  in  April,  1878,  was 
a daughter  of  Col.  Bill  Russell,  a successful  busi- 
ness man  of  Woburn.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
of.  seven  children,  the  others  being:  Celina.  wife 

of  Otis  Cummings ; Augustus,  a resident  of  Cali- 
fornia ; Winthrop,  of  Woburn,  Mass. : Granville, 
who  died  April  17,  1879.  formerly  superintendent  of  I 
our  subject's  tannery  at  Stroudsburg:  Isabella,  wife 
of  George  Merrill ; and  W alter,  a resident  of  Read- 
ing, Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  30,  1830,  at 
\\  oburn,  Mass.,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  place.  His  business  abil- 
ity was  manifested  at  an  earlv  age,  and  before  he 
attained  his  majority  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  leather,  owning  a tannery  at  Woburn.  In  1873 
he  was  in  the  leather  business  in  Philadelphia,  and 
about  that  time  bought  his  present  tannery  at 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  built  up  a large  trade. 
He  carries  on  all  branches  of  the  business  from  tan- 
ning to  finishing,  giving  employment  to  fifty-two 
men  regularly,  and  he  has  customers  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  maintaining  agencies  in  Liverpool  and 
London,  England,  and  in  California.  His  military 
service  began  in  August.  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F , 22nd  Mass.  \ . I.  Later  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  At  the 
expiration  of  nis  term  he  re-enlisted,  with  the  rank 
of  captain,  and  in  all  he  served  three  and  a half 
years,  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
At  one  time  he  was  captured,  and  spent  twenty- 
four  hours  in  Libby  Prison,  entering  on  Friday  and 
leaving  on  Saturday  morning,  when  he  was  sent 
back  to  the  L nion  lines  for  exchange.  He  belongs 
to  Wadsworth  Post  No.  150.  G.  A.  R..  at  Strouds- 
burg, and  in  politics  is  a stanch  Republican. 

In  i860  the  Captain  married  Miss  Caroline 
Flint,  a native  of  Lexington,  Mass.  They  have  no 
children. 

SAME  EL  B.  BR\  ANT,  a highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  has  been  for 
many  years  a trusted  emplovee  on  the  Gravity  rail- 
road, and  his  able  and  efficient  work  in  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  engineer  has  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  as  well  as  that  of  the  company. 

Like  many  successful  citizens,  Mr.  Bryant  is  of 


I English  birth.  His  family  has  resided  for  many 
t generations  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  his  grand- 
father. Thomas  Bryant,  followed  farming  there 
throughout  his  life.  The  late  Richard  R.  Bryant, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  and  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Margaret  Hean,  also  a native 
of  that  district.  In  1850  they  came  to  America  with 
four  children,  and  located  at  Bethany,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, upon  a farm.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  were  much  respected  for 
their  sterling  qualities  of  character,  Mr.  Bryant  being 
frequently  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  town- 
ship offices,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Their  last 
years  were  spent  in  their  pleasant  home  in  Texas 
township,  Wayne  county.  Mrs.  Bryant,  who  was 
noted  for  her  cheerful  temperament  and  sweet  dis- 
position, passed  to  the  unseen  life  April  26,  1888, 
agd  sixty-seven  years,  three  months  and  twenty- 
seven  days,  and  her  husband  died  July  15,  1895.  in 
his  seventy-ninth  year,  botn  succumbing  to  the 
| same  disease,  apoplexy.  Their  remains  now  rest 
in  Riverside  cemetery,  at  Honesdale.  They  had 
the  following  children:  Walter,  who  died  in  Iowa, 
December  27,  1884,  aged  forty-two  years,  one  month, 
eighteen  days,  leaving  a wife  Hattie  (Egleston), 
a daughter  and  three  sons  (they  also  buried  three 
sons)  ; Rhoda,  who  married  Joseph  Adams,  and 
after  his  decease  wedded  Amos  Grimstone,  a stone 
cutter  at  Bethany;  Samuel  B.,  our  subject;  Luther 
J.,  a railway  fireman,  residing  at  Waymart:  Chester, 
a resident  of  Waymart.  also  employed  on  the  rail- 
way; Emma,  wife  of  William  Belknap,  of  Promp- 
ton : Edgar,  a resident  of  Canaan  township,  who 
works  at  our  subject's  engine,  as  fireman:  and  Caro- 
line, Earl  and  Calvin,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  7,  1848.  in 
Cornwall,  England,  and  coming  to  Wayne  county 
in  childhood,  his  education  and  training  for  life's 
battles  were  obtained  there.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  much  of  his  time 
being  devoted  to  work  on  the  farm,  and  on  leaving 
the  parental  roof  he  found  employment  with  the 
Gravity  Railroad  Co.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a 
fireman,  but  since  that  time  for  seventeen  years  he 
has  been  continuously  in  service  as  an  engineer,  a 
fact  which  is  of  itself  a certificate  of  reliability. 
Possessing  agreeable  manners,  Mr.  Bryant  has  the 
faculty  of  making  many  friends.  He  is  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  and  in  the  Prohibition  organization, 
and  has  held  various  offices,  including  those  of  school 
dirctor.  township  treasurer,  and  countv  poormaster. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  he  and  his 
talented  wife  are  both  workers  in  the  Church  at 
\\  aymart.  They  have  an  attractive  residence,  and 
everything  bespeaks  the  comforts  of  a typical  Ameri- 
can home. 

On  November  13,  1870,  Mr.  Bryant  was  mar- 
ried at  Wavmart.  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Race,  to  Miss  J. 
Dora  Bates,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Bates,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Dyberry,  Wayne  county.  One 
son  has  blessed  this  union,  F.  Otis,  now  a success- 
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ful  physician  at  Chester,  Penn.  He  was  carefully 
educated  in  his  youth,  graduated  from  the  Waymart 
Normal  School  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  from  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Penn.,  at  the 
age  of  twenty.  He  then  entered  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
prepare  for  His  professional  work,  and  in  July,  1896, 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  following  year  he 
spent  as  resident  physician  of  the  hospital  at  Ches- 
ter, and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  honored  with 
a hospital  diploma,  the  first  ever  granted  to  a resi- 
dent physician  at  that  institution.  At  the  age  of 
of  twenty-seven  years,  in  1898,  he  was  ejected 
to  a position  on  the  medical  staff  of  said 
Chester  Hospital,  which  he  filled  with  dignity  and 
credit,  both  to  himself  and  his  parents,  being  the 
youngest  physician  ever  elected  to  said  Hospital 
Staff,  and  the  following  year  was  re-elected,  this 
time  to  the  more  trying  positon  of  Hospital  Surgeon, 
which  position  he  still  holds  at  the  time  of  this 
writing.  He  is  a member  of  the  Third  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Chester,  and,  like  his  parents,  is  actively 
interested  in  all  movements  which  tend  to  promote 
the  public  welfare. 

Mrs.  Bryant  was  born  April  16,  1848,  in  Dv- 
berry  township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  of  excellent 
ancestry.  John  Bates  came  from  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  1831,  and,  with  his  brother  William,  and 
Joseph  May,  purchased  from  Hon.  Pope  Bushnell 
a large  tract  of  land  in  Dvberry  township,  where 
he  cleared  a fine  farm  which  lie  cultivated  with 
marked  success,  acquiring  a handsome  competence. 
He  was  an  honest  and  conscientious  citizen,  highly 
respected  in  his  community,  and  for  man)'  years 
was  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  near 
his  home.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he 
never  sought  distinction  in  public  life.  He  died 
June  11,  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years 
and  eleven  months.  His  wife,  Emily  (Swingle), 
a native  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
died  at  Dyberry  three  years  later,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six, their  remains  being  interred  at  Bethanv. 
Mrs.  Bates  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Swingle,  a 
prominent  resident  of  South  Canaan  township,  and 
a descendant  of  that  noted  pioneer,  Hans  Ulrich 
Swingle,  of  Switzerland.  To  John  and  Emily 
Bates  ten  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Miss 

Elizabeth,  who  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Dy- 
berry township;  Sarah,  wife  of  Peter  Randal], 'a 
retired  lumberman  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Robert,  a 
farmer  in  Wayne  county;  Jacob  J.,  who  operates  a 
farm  and  gristmill  at  Dyberry  village;  John  M.,  a 
physician,  now  deceased,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  J.  Dora,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Lou- 
ise, who  married  Richard  Randall,  a farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Wayne  county ; George  and  Spen- 
cer, deceased;  and  Eugene,  who  conducts  the  old 
homestead. 

Dr.  John  M.  Bates  was  a physician  of  marked 
ability,  and  although  he  had  not  been  engaged  in 
professional  work  many  years  before  his  death  he 


had  already  acquired  an  enviable  reputation.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Strong, 
of  Honesdale,  and  after  graduating  from  Bellevue 
Medical  College,  in  Nejv  York,  he  located  in  South 
Canaan,  where  he  established  himself  in  practice. 
Later  he  removed  to  Waymart,  and  in  1S78  he  went 
to  Wauseon,  Ohio,  where  a bright  future  seemed 
to  await  him.  He  entered  upon  his  work  there 
with  characteristic  zeal,  winning  success  from  the 
start,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president 
of  the  Medical  Association  of  Pulton  County,  Ohio. 
His  untimely  demise  may  be  justly  attributed  to  his 
disregard  of  his  own  health  in  his  care  for  that  of 
others.  He  was  treating  a case  of  typhoid  fever 
about  nine  miles  from  Wauseon,  and  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  he  was  feeling  ill  at  the  time  he  visited  his 
patient,  returning  home  in  a cold  rainstorm.  A 
violent  cold  aggravated  his  symptoms,  and  being 
finally  taken  with  pneumonia  he  died  four  days  later, 
on  April  28,  1882.  At  his  request,  his  remains 
were  brought  back  to  his  home  for  interment,  and 
the  services  which  consigned  "dust  to  dust’’  were 
attended  by  a large  assembly  of  his  early  friends. 
Ceremonies  were  also  held  at  Wauseon,  a numerous 
company  following  his  remains  to  the  train  which 
was  to  bear  him  to  the  East,  and  nothing  was  left 
undone  which  could  show  the  appreciation  of  the 
citizens  to  a kind-hearted,  able  physician  and  man  of 
honor.  His  brother  physicians  who  acted  as  pall- 
bearers expressed  heartfelt  grief  that  a life  of  such 
promise  should  be  cut  short,  and  that  the  profession 
should  lose  one  who  had  seemed  destined  to  win  a 
place  in  the  highest  ranks.  Dr.  Bates  was  married, 
August  11.  1869,  and  two  children,  Elliott  F.  and 
Howard,  survive  him. 

FRANCIS  X.  JARDON.  The  "Jardon 
House,  ’ at  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  justlv  cele- 
brated for  its  cuisine,  and  the  most  critical  tour- 
ist. visiting  that  picturesque  region,  will  find  everv 
delicacy  furnished  in  first-class  metropolitan  hotels. 
In  selecting  this  favored  spot  for  his  enterprise  Mr 
Jardon  has  shown  rare  judgment,  as  the  house, 
which  stands  on  a bluff  overlooking  the  Delaware 
river,  commands  a charming  view  across  the  Jer- 
sey flats  to  the  Blue  Mountains.  \\  ithin.  the  guest 
enjoys  the  refined  comforts  of  a well-appointed, 
well-managed  home,  while  outdoors  there  awaits 
him  at  his  pleasure  a delightful  round  of  recrea- 
tions. The  water  supply  is  excellent,  no  organic 
matter  being  revealed  by  chemical  analysis,  and 
physicians  of  high  standing  often  recommend  a 
sojourn  at  the  place  to  their  patients.  During  the 
summer  the  house  is  filled  with  appreciative  guests, 
and  at  all  times  of  the  year  it  is  a favorite  halting- 
place  for  coasting  and  cycling  parties. 

Mr.  Jardon  was  born  October  23,  1854,  in  the 
village  of  Clialon  \ illard.  department  of  Haute- 
Saone,  France,  son  of  Francis  and  Adele  ( Mongin) 
Jardon,  natives  of  France.  The  mother  died  in 
1862.  aged  forty-eight  years,  and  in  18 CL  the  father 
came  to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York  City, 
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where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  clock 
springs.  In  i80y  he  removed  to  Milford,  to  join 
his  spn  Ignaz  in  conducting  a meat  market,  but  a 
few  years  later  he  returned  to  New  York  to  spend  [ 
his  last  days,  his  death  occurring  there  in  1881, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-two.  Uur  subject  is  the  | 
voungest  of  three  sons,  the  others,  Hubert  and 
"ignaz,  being  now  employed  as  chefs  in  Xew  York 
City. 

During  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Jar- 
don  remained  in  his  native  village,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  local  schools.  He  was  then 
employed  in  the  kitchen  of  the  "Cannon  D'  Orr," 
a small  hotel  at  Belfort,  France,  and  during  his  two 
years  of  service  there  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
future  fame  as  a chef.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  Xew  York, 
where  he  soon  secured  a position  as  an  assistant  to 
the  famous  chef,  Louis  Ragot,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  cuisine  at  Delmonico's  for  thirty-five  years. 
Mr.  Jardon's  abilities  were  soon  recognized,  and 
although  but  a boy  in  years  his  loyal  and  con- 
scientious application  to  his  duties,  and  his  quiet, 
unassuming  manner,  made  him  a valued  employe. 
He  remained  with  Delmonico  seven  years,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  went  to  Glen  Summit,  Penn., 
to  take  a position  as  chef  in  the  "Glen  Summit  Ho- 
tel,” where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then 
took  charge  of  the  kitchen  at  the  "Frontenac,”  in 
the  Thousand  Islands,  and  later  he  spent  one  year 
at  the  "Wyoming  \ alley  Hotel,"  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  and  one  .year  at  the  "Wyoming  Hotel." 
Scranton,  Penn.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was 
chef  of  the  "Pequot  House,”  Xew  London,  Conn., 
and  in  1886  he  was  selected  from  a host  of  applicants 
for  the  post  of  chef  at  the  famous  "Princess  Anne 
Hotel,”  at  Virginia  Beach,  Ya.  There  he  remained 
nine  years,  notwithstanding  changes  in  the  manage- 
ment, and  by  his  efforts  not  only  won  an  enviable 
name  for  himself,  but  did  more  than  any  other  chef 
to  establish  the  reputation  of  the  hotel  for  excellence  t 
of  cuisine.  In  1886  he  started  his  present  hotel, 
meeting  with  gratifying  success  from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Jardon's  genial  and  gentlemanly  manners 
add  much  to  his  popularity,  admirable  character- 
istics with  which  even  the  casual  acquaintance  can- 
not fail  to  be  impressed,  while  in  his  chosen  line  of 
work  he  shows  the  earnestness  and  zeal  of  the  true 
artist.  Mr.  Jardon  has  enlarged  his  property  af  least 
one-half  since  he  purchased  it  in  1886.  his  hotel  at 
present  having  accommodation  for  seventv-fivr 
guests,  and  he  is  preparing  to  make  further  im- 
provements and  additions  this  year,  intending  to 
build  ten  new  rooms.  A fine  lawn,  comprising 
about  ten  acres,  surrounds  the  house.  Mr.  Jardon 
closes  his  place  in  the  winter  season,  going  south  111 
his  old  capacity  of  chef  at  the  ‘'Princess  Mine 
I Intel.” 

!•  REDFRICK  R.  HOLBI'.RT,  a popular  mer- 
chant and  lumberman  of  Fquinunk,  is  a worthv 
representative  of  a fantilv  which  has  long  been 
74 


prominently  identified  with  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  Wayne  county.  It  is  true  that 
he  became  interested  in  a business  already  estab- 
lished. but  in  controlling  and  enlarging  such  enter- 
prises many  a man  of  even  considerable  resolute 
purpose,  courage  and  industry  would  have  failed ; 
and  he  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  the  saving 
that  success  is  not  the  result  of  genius,  but  the  out- 
come of  clear  judgment  and  experience. 

Mr.  Holbert  was  born  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  March  13,  1858,  and  is  the  second 
youngest  son  of  \\  illiam  and  Emma  1 Pool)  Holbert, 
m whose  family  were  seven  children  : ( 1 ) Joseph, 

a resident  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  married  Maria 
Sherwood,  of  Equinunk,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Edith.  (2)  William  P.,  born  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  married  Eva  Dillon,  of  Equinunk,  and  also 
lives  in  Binghamton.  (3)  Emma,  born  in  Pike 
county,  is  the  wife  of  John  Cole,  of  Damascus, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  three  children  : Effa.  Emma 
and  Xora.  (4)  Frank.  (5)  and  (6)  Xora  and 
Horton,  twins,  born  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county;  the  former  is  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Kimble, 
of  Kimble,  Pike  county,  and  has  one  son,  Horton, 
and  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Gertrude ; the  latter 
died  when  young. 

William  Holbert  (the  father  of  our  subject) 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Pike  county,  where 
his  parents,  Joseph  and  Sabra  Holbert.  had  located 
in  pioneer  days.  He  continued  to  make  that  county 
his  home  for  some  time  after  his  marriage,'  and 
then  came  to  Equinunk,  where  for  about  twenty- 
years  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  building  a number 
of  sawmills  which  he  successfully  operated,  and  be- 
coming one  of  the  leading  lumbermen  on  the  Del- 
aware river.  He  was  also  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  and 
for  three  years  acceptable  served  as  county  com- 
missioner of  Wayne  county,  during  which  time  he 
supported  many  measures  resulting  in  great  good 
to  the  county.  I11  1889  he  returned  to  Pike  county, 
and  near  his  old  home  died  the  same  year.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  1861. 

Frederick  R.  Holbert  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Equinunk,  and  later  pursued 
a commercal  course  at  Monticello,  X.  Y.  Having 
thus  obtained  a good  practical  business  education, 
he  entered  his  father's  store  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper, 
and  after  serv  ing  in  that  capacity  for  a number  of 
wars,  he  purchased  the  establishment,  which  he  has 
since  carried  on  with  good  success.  He  has  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  owning  a 
large  tract  of  timber  land  on  the  Delaware  river, 
and  this  line  of  business  has  proved  very  profitable. 

Tn  1878  Mr.  Holbert  married  Miss  Minnie 
Sheldon,  of  Equinunk.  who  is  a native  of  Jersev 
City,  and  a daughter  of  Iloyt  and  Catherine  Shel- 
don. prominent  people  of  that  place.  ( )ur  subject 
and  his  wife  now  have  six  children,  namelv:  Leon, 
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who  was  born  in  Equinnnk,  in  1879,  anc^  *s  attend- 
ing Lowell  College,  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and 
Edgar,  Willard,  Cora,  Harvey  and  Ina,  who  are 
pursuing  their  studies  in  the  local  schools.  Mr. 
Holbert  was  reared  in  the  Baptist  faith,  his  par- 
ents both  being  members  of  that  Church.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  taken  the  thirty-second 
degree,  and  belonging  to  Hancock  Lodge  Xo.  552, 
F.  & A.  M. ; Shehanken  Chapter  Xo.  25S,  R.  A. 
M. ; Malta  Commandery  Xo.  21,  K.  T.,  of  Bingham- 
ton, X.  Y. ; and  Binghamton  Consistory.  His  polit- 
ical support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld  from 
any  object  which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  | 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men,  or  to  promote  public 
prosperity. 

DAXIEL  LA  BARR.  Honored  and  respected 
by  all,  there  is  no  man  in  Wayne  countv  who  occu- 
pies a more  enviable  position  than  Air.  La  Barr 
in  business  circles,  not  alone  on  account  of  the  bril- 
liant success  he  has  achieved,  but  also  on  account 
of  the  honorable,  straightforward  business  poliev 
he  has  ever  followed.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  citizens  of  Preston  township,  where  he 
carries  on  operations  as  a lumberman  and  farmer. 

Mr.  La  Barr  was  born  in  Waymart,  Wayne 
county,  December  12,  i860,  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Lord)  La  Barr,  the  former  born  in  Delaware 
county,  XT.  Y.,  in  1816,  the  latter  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  in  1823.  The  paternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Rachel  La  Barr,  were  natives  of  Germany,  born 
in  1768  and  1778,  respectively.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  married  July  4.  1850,  and  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.,  where  the 
father  followed  lumbering  for  some  vears.  Sub- 
sequently he  conducted  a hotel  in  Equinunk,  Wayne 
county,  for  ten  years,  and  then  removed  to  Way- 
mart.  A few  years  later  he  located  on  the  Dela- 
ware river,  wdiere  he  engaged  in  lumbering  until 
about  a year  before  his  death,  wdien  he  removed  to 
Lake  Como,  dying  at  that  place  Xovember  14,  1884. 
His  wife  survived  him  some  time,  her  death  occur- 
ring December  2,  1896.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  namely:  (1)  Esther,  born  in  Delaware 

county,  X.  Y.,  May  25,  1831,  married  George 
Simpson,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  make  their 
home  itfr  Scrapron.  Penn.  Their  children  were 
Smith  and  Johnnie,  who  are  still  living;  and  Lizzie, 
who  died  yr  childhood.  (2)  Theodore,  born  in 
Equinunk,  April  20,  1853,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  (3)  ' Medota,  born  in  Waymart,  March 
23,  1855,  (lied  in  infancy.  (4)  J.  C.  Fremont,  born 
in  Waymart,  July  20,  1856,  was  educated  in  Hones- 
dale,  and.is'-now  a resident  of  Philadelphia,  and  en- 
gaged in 'contracting  and  building  bridges.  (5) 
Rhoda,  born  in  Waymart,  January  8,  1850,  is  the 
wife  of.  E veal  Moore,  a carpenter  and  builder,  of 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Daniel  La  Barr 
commenced  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river  with 


his  father,  and  four  years  later  purchased  his  first 
tract  of  timberland.  In  September,  1886,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  Kellog,  of 
-Preston,  Wayne  county,  and  for  the  first  seven 
years  of  their  married  life  they  resided  in  Bucking- 
ham township.  In  1893  they  built  a commodious 
residence  with  all  modern  improvements  upon  their 
present  farm  near  Winwood,  in  Preston  towmship. 
Besides  his  property  here  Mr.  La  Barr  still  con- 
tinues to  own  630  acres  of  land  in  Buckingham 
township,  of  which  sixty  are  under  cultivation,  mak- 
ing in  all  275  acres  of  cleared  and  improved  land. 
The  home  is  brightened  by  the  presence  of  five  chil- 
dren, wdiose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Warrie  and  Jennie  (twins),  December  25,  1887; 
Blanche;  March  1,  1891;  Esther,  October  12,  1894; 
and  Karl  Kellog,  October  26,  1897. 

, Politically  Mr.  La  Barr  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party;  and  socially  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  965, 
of  Lake  Como.  As  a business  man  he  possesses  un- 
tiring energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  forms  his  plans 
readily,  and  is  determined  in  their  execution ; and 
his  close  application  to  his  affairs  and  his  excellent 
management  have  brought  to  him  the  high  degree  of 
prosperity  which  to-day  is  his. 

JOHN  BAKER,  deceased.  “A  good  name  is 
rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches."  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  biography  has  left  to  his  children  a 
priceless  heritage  in  the  memory  of  a well-spent  life, 
filled  with  useful  endeavor  and  brightened  by  a 
Christian's  hope.  Coming  to  Wayne  county  in  mid- 
dle life,  Mr.  Baker  soon  became  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  South  Canaan  township. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  January  29,  1803,  in 
Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
1835,  locating  first  in  New  York  City.  \\  bile 
there  he  met  Miss  Ann  C.  Snyder,  who  was  born 
in  Darmstadt,  May  1,  1815,  and  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic in  1835  with  her  parents,  Abel  and  Margaret 
Snyder,  who  resided  for  a time  in  New  York  City, 
but  later  settled  upon  a farm  near  Stamford.  Conn. 
On  December  4,  1836,  Mr.  Baker  and  Miss  Snyder 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  in  the  following  year 
they  removed  from  the  metropolis  to  Stamford, 
Conn.  In  1848  they  settled  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  countv,  purchasing  a farm  on  the 
north  and  south  turnpike.  In  1851  they  went  to 
Carbondale  to  reside,  but  only  remained  two  years, 
returning  in  1853  to  South  Canaan  township,  two 
miles  east  of  their  former  home,  where  their  re- 
maining years  were  spent.  Mr.  Baker  was  a boot 
and  shoe  maker,  and  he  carried  on  this  business,  in 
addition  to  the  management  of  his  farm,  until  a few 
years  before  his  death,  on  December  4.  1891,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years,  ten  months  and  five  days. 
His  sound  judgment  and  well-known  integrity 
gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
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at  times  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices, 
in  which  he  showed  marked  faithfulness  and  fidelity. 
Socially  he  was  popular,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a 
charter  member  of  the  lodge  at  South  Canaan.  He 
and  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  May  17,  1886, 
were  devout  and  consistent  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  their  daily  lives  exemplifying  their 
faith.  Their  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  fam- 
ily lot  in  East  cemetery. 

A numerous  family  was  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  and  the  honorable  position  held  by 
the  survivors  among  these  children  is  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  parents.  ( 1 ) Abel, 
born  August  31,  1837,  is  a farmer  in  South  Ca- 
naan township.  In  1866  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Enslin,  and  their  children  are  Charles, 
George  and  Anna.  (2)  Lewis,  born  February  8, 
1839,  died  June  16,  1875.  (3)  Anna  E.,  born  De- 

cember 7,  1840,  married  Henry  Shaffer,  a fanner 
in  South  Canaan  township.  (4)  Miss  Mary  C., 
born  March  11,  1843,  's  a lady  of  fine  business 
talent,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  dressmaking  at 
Carbondale,  Penn.  (5)  John  H.,  born  July  9, 
1845,  died  January  2,  1846.  (6)  Hexry  Baker, 

born  November  29,  1846,  resides  at  the  homestead, 
and  is  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  that 
neighborhood.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  went  to 
Stamford,  Conn.,  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Phoenix 
Carriage  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for 
five  years,  becomfrig  familiar  with  all  branches  of 
the  carriage  maker’s  trade.  In  1869  he  made  a visit 
to  his  old  home,  but  later  he  returned  to  Stamford, 
working  at  his  trade  there  until  1881,  when  he 
made  his  home  at  the  old  farm,  and  is  much  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  Politically  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  (7)  Miss  Emily, 
born  June  7,  1849,  resides  at  the  homestead.  (8) 
John,  born  March  30,  1851,  is  a blacksmith  at  Dover, 
X.  J.  In  1875  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Seegar,  and  their  children  are:  Edna,  Emma,  Jo- 

seph, Nettie,  Eva  and  John.  (9)  George,  born 
April  13,  1853,  is  a butcher  at  Carbondale.  He 
was  married,  in  18S1,  to  Miss  Margaret  Tierney, 
and  their  children  are  George,  Alice,  Leo,  Anna 
and  Henry.  ( 10)  Miss  Sarah  H.,  born  October 
27,  1855,  possesses  unusual  mental  ability  and  force 
of  character,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  in  South  Canaan  township.  (11)  Will- 
iam W.,  born  August  6,  1858,  is  a teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Honesdale,  where  he  has  been  engaged  six 
years,  his  long  service  being  the  best  evidence  of 
his  worth.  He  was  married,  in  1882,  to  Miss  Ida 
Correll,  and  they  have  an  only  daughter,  Dora,  who 
will  soon  graduate  from  the  Honesdale  school.  (12) 
Edward,  born  December  9,  i860,  resides  at  the 
homestead  and  assists  in  keeping  it  in  its  present 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  estate  contains  about 
seventy-five  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  as  it  is 
managed  in  a thoroughly  scientific  manner  it  is  one 


of  the  model  farms  of  the  township.  The  family  is 
prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  vicinity, 
its  members  being  both  talented  and  cultured. 

MYRON  M.  MOON,  proprietor  of  Moon’s 
Mills,  in  New  Milford  township.  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, is  an  able  and  successful  business  man  and  as  a 
progressive  citizen  he  takes  an  influential  part  in 
iocal  affairs,  being  now  in  his  fifth  term  of  service 
as  township  treasurer. 

Mr.  Moon  is  of  New  England  ancestry  in  the 
paternal  line,  his  grandfather,  Asa  Moon,  and  his 
wife,  who  was  a Miss  Salisbury,  having  both  been 
natives  of  Vermont.  They  came  to  this  section  in 
pioneer  times,  and  resided  for  many  years  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  but  later  they  re- 
moved to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  The  grandfather, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  conducted  a sawmill 
and  gristmill.  Of  his  sons,  Daniel  A.  was  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Asa  is  deceased;  and  William  resides 
in  Michigan.  There  was  also  a son  by  a second 
marriage,  named  Oscar,  now  a railway  engineer 
residing  in  Wisconsin. 

Daniel  A.  Moon,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
near  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  with 
his  parents  when  only  eight  years  old.  As  a boy 
he  learned  the  miller's  trade,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  that  business  at  Providence,  Penn.,  near 
Scranton.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Lenoxville,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he ' remained  three  years, 
and  for  fifteen  years  he  resided  at  Uniondale,  where 
he  bought  property,  and  also  built  a mill  in  partner- 
ship with  George  Arnold.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  located  at  our  subject’s  present  homestead.  A 
year  and  a half  later  he  went  to  Montrose  to  reside 
for  two  years,  but  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  at  the  homestead.  He  followed  the  miller's 
trade  throughout  his  life,  and  in  1878  he  purchased 
our  subject’s  present  mill  from  F.  Whipple,  the 
business  being  continued  Iw  him  until  his  health 
failed.  He  died  October  18.  1895.  aged  sixty-six 
years,  and  was  buried  at  New  Alii  ford.  In  1S49 
he  was  married  at  Jilt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Jane  T.  Rogers,  who  survives  him  and  resides  in  the 
homestead  adjoining  the  mill  property,  where  they 
lived  for  a time,  afterward  settling  in  that  locality. 
They  had  two  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
younger.  Charles  T.,  born  July  12,  1850,  went  to 
South  America  in  1889  and  has  never  since  been 
heard  from. 

Mrs.  Jane  T.  (Rogers’)  Moon  was  born  June 
20,  1828,  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Wayne  county,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Ruby  (Mumford)  Rogers.  Her 
father,  who  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  was  a mer- 
chant and  shoemaker  by  occupation.  He  died  in 
1842,  aged  thirty-four  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  his  wife  died  September  23. 
1887.  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  her  remains  being 
interred  in  Mumford  cemetery,  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county.  They  had  the  following  children : 
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Ruby  R.,  who  married  John  Tabor  Rood,  of  Alt. 
Pleasant,  W ayne  county,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
she  lives  with  her  son  in  Chicago;  Alary  E.,  de- 
ceased, who  married  George  Cooper;  Esther  A., 
widow  of  Ezra  R.  Brown,  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Jane 
T.,  our  subject’s  mother;  Thomas  S.,  deceased,  who 
settled  in  Arkansas,  and  Charles  H.,  a resident  of 
Carbondale. 

Myron  AI.  Aloon  was  born  Alarch  15,  i860,  at 
Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county,  and  during  boy- 
hood became  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  a mil- 
ler's work.  At  twenty-two  he  was  taken  into  part- 
nership with  his  father,  and  after  one  year  he  went 
into  business  with  his  father-in-law,  Lewis  W.  Ten- 
nant, with  whom  he  continued  three  years.  He 
then  operated  a mill  at  Glen  Wood,  Susquehanna 
county,  for  four  years,  but  has  since  conducted  his 
present  mill,  which  lie  purchased  from  his  father- 
in-law.  Politically  he  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  work  , 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  New  Alilford.  In  j 
Alarch,  1882,  he  was  married,  in  New  Alilford  town- 
ship, to  Aliss  Lizzie  AI.  Tennant,  a native  of  that 
locality,  and  a daughter  of  Lewis  W.  and  Sarah 
A.  (Watson)  Tennant.  One  son,  Rov  R.,  and  one 
daughter,  Alildred  AI.,  brighten  our  subject's  home. 

THEODORE  CUYLER  DA\  IS.  a respected 
resident  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing,  was  born  Alay  4,-  1854,  in  that  township,  son 
of  Rudolphus  S. .and  Rebecca  ( Bunnell)' Davis,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a prominent  citizen  of  the 
neighborhood  in  his  day. 

Rudolphus  S.  Davis  was  born  Januarv  1,  1819, 
in  Aliddle  Smithfield  township,  Alonroe  county. 
Penn.,  son  of  Isaac  and  grandson  of  John  Davis, 
who  was  born  in  Wales  some  150  years  ago  and 
came  to  America  in  an  early  day,  and  married  Sallie 
Bebee. 

4 . Isaac  Davis  was  born  in  1777  New  London 
county,  Conn.  He  married  Alary  Schoonover,  who 
was  born  April  16.  1792,  daughter  of  Rudolphus 
Schoonover,  a native  of  Holland,  and  of  their  family 
all  are  now  deceased.  Dorothv  was  twice  married, 
first  to-  a Air.  Smith  and  second  to  James  Pratt,  of 
JA'I'Qnroe  county.;  Cecelia  became  the  wife  erf  Joseph 
Ellis,  who  went  \\  est ; John ; Rudolphus-  Schoon- 
over was  the  father  of  our  subject:  Hannah  mar- 
ried Samuel  A an  Gordon,  of  Auburn  township; 
Charles  R.  and  Daniel  are  the  next  mentioned  : and 
Clark  E.  was  a resident  of  Auburn  township.  Isaac 
Davis  made  his  home  in  Middle  Smithfield.  Alonroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  near  Bushkill,  for  some  years,  in  1834 
locating  in  Wyoming  county,  and  thence  in  1836 
coming  to  Auburn  township.  Susquehanna  countv. 
Here  he  took  up  sixty-six  acres  of  wild  land  (oniv 
half  an  acre  of  which  had  been  cleared),  which  has 
ever  since  been  owned  by  the  family,  and  the  greater 
part  of  which  he  put  under  cultivation,  lie  died  in 
1849,  while  visiting  in  Philadelphia,  his  wife  sur- 
viviirg  until  November  11,  1879. 


Rudolphus  S.  Davis  was  reared  to  farming, 
which  he  followed  principally  throughout  life,  in- 
heriting the  homestead  in  Auburn  township.  He 
was  an  intelligent  and  upright  man,  and  enjoyed 
to  an  unusual  extent  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  he  attended  to  considerable  law 
work,  also  holding  various  township  offices  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.  He  was  a school  director,  su- 
pervisor and  auditor,  and  as  a stanch  Republican 
represented  that  party  at  various  public  gatherings, 
receiving  many  honors  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  who  respected  and  esteemed  him  highly. 
In  June,  1848,  in  Aieshoppen  township.  Wyoming 
county,  Air.  Davis  was  married  to  Aliss  Rebecca 
Bunnell,  who  was  born  Alay  23,  1822,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Annie  (Overfield)  Bunnell,  and  they  had 
a family  of  six  children,  viz.;  Annie  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years;  Orra,  unmarried,  lives  at  the  old 
home;  Theodore  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Bertha,  unmarried,  lives  at  the  homestead ; one  died 
in  infancy;  and  Henry  Winter  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years. 

Theodore  C.  Davis  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
township  of  his  birth,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  from  early  boyhood  was  trained 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  renting 
land  until  in  1894  he  purchased  the  farm  of  fifty 
acres  in  Auburn  which  he  has  since  occupied.  It 
was  nearly  all  improved  when  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session, and  he  has  continued  to  change  as  the  de- 
mands of  his  work  suggest  and  his  means  al- 
low', until  the  property  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the 
neatest  and  best  cultivated  places  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  addition  Air.  Davis  rents  seventy  acres 
belonging  to  his  mother  and  cultivates  same,  by 
energetic  industry  and  systematic  management 
gaining  a comfortable  competence  from  his  agri- 
cultural interests.  He  has  engaged  to  some  extent 
in  sheep  raising  and  dairying,  at  present  keeping  ten 
cows,  all  young  stock.  He  is  a member  of  the  Five 
States  AI  ilk  Association. 

On  September  29,  1876,  Air.  Davis  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Aliss  Alelissa  Shoemaker,  who  was 
born  Alay  6,  1858,  daughter  of  Bronson  H.  and 
Sarah  (Kirkhuff)  Shoemaker,  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  they  settled  soon  after 
marriage.  Air.  Shoemaker  is  a native  of  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  born  July  2,  1836,  and  his  wife  was  born 
Alarch  31,  1837,  in  Warren  county,  N.  |.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Davis  have  had  four  children,  all  yet  living 
at  home,  namely:  Frank  Rudolphus.  born  April 
29,  1877,  who  assists  his  father  on  the  farm:  Nina, 
born  December  17,  1878;  W illiam  B..  born  October 
20.  1880;  and  Orie  Alargaret,  born  November  29, 
1895.  Socially  Air.  Davis  holds  membership  with 
the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  though 
lie  is  not  a politician  by  any  means  his  public-spir- 
ited interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community  has 
caused  lunjs  to  be  chosen  to  local  office,  and  he  lias 
'sieved  faithfully  as  supervisor,  one  year,  and  as 
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member  of  the  vigilance  committee.  He  is  a man 
of  strict  honesty  and  upright  principles,  and  has 
the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

HOWARD  PENTEjCOST  'JOHNS,  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  successful  merchants  of 
Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  near 
Prompton,  Wayne  county,  April  3,  1871,  the  only 
child  of  James  and  Mary  Anna  (Pentecost)  Johns. 
James  Johns,  the  father,  was  born  in  South  Wales 
in  1838,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  emigrated  to 
America  with  his  brother,  Benjamin  Johns,  and  to- 
gether they  located  near  Honesdale,  Penn.  During 
the  Civil  war  James  Johns  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
67th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  for  three  years.  Pie  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  Va.,  and  spent  three 
days  in  Libby  prison,  and  two  months  on  Belle 
Island.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  sawmill  business  in  Pennsylvania  and  fol- 
lowed milling  until  recent  years,  when  he  retired 
from  active  life  and  now  resides  at  Honesdale. 
Himself  and  wife  have  been  devoted  and  influential 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Howard  P.  attended  the  public  schools  and  his 
education  was  supplemented  with  a course  at  Kings- 
ton Academy.  His  education  finished,  he  entered 
business  with  his  father  and  soon  acquired  knowl- 
edge and  proficiency  in  the  lumber  trade.  The  mer- 
cantile life  attracted  him  and  in  1892  he  opened  a 
store  at  Forest  City,  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
ducted with  profit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  his 
numerous  customers.  Mr.  Johns  was  married  in 
1895  to  Miss  Josephine  Alexander,  of  Carbondale. 
They  have  two  children,  Maurice  and  Howard  Pen- 
tecost, Jr.  In  politics  Mr.  Johns  is  a Republican, 
and  has  been  elected  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the 
borough  council.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episco-  . 
pal  Church,  and  socially  is  affiliated  with  the  Car- 
bondale Lodge  No.  249,  F.  & A.  M. 

WILLIAM  JAMES  CRONK,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Rush  township,  March  15,  1S71,  son  of 
Samuel  E.  and  Louanna  (Lung)  Cronk.  In  his 
youth  Mr.  Cronk  received  an  excellent  common- 
school  education,  and  he  attended  the  Pligh  School 
at  Montrose.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  taught  a 
term  of  school  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna, 
and  then  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  He  was 
married  on  March  21,  1894,  at  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  to  Miss  May  McKeeby,  who  was  born  in  Jessup 
township,  August  31,  1872,  daughter  of  George  T. 
McKeeby,  a prominent  citizen  of  that  township. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two  children, 
Louanna  D.  and  George  L.  In  politics  Mr.  Cronk 
is  a Republican.  He  occupies  tlig  old  homestead 
and  is  a successful  young  farmer. 

C.  L.  BROWN,  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
urists of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  this  State,  February 
24,  1858,  and  is  descended  from  an  old  New  York 


family.  Flis  grandfather,  James  Brown,  was  a na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  and  there  married  Miss 
Kilmer,  a cousin  of  the  famous  Dr.  Kilmer,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  On  coming  to  Pennsylvania, 
the  grandfather  located  in  Scott  township,  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Flis  children  were  James,  Jo- 
siah,  Gilbert;  Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Hen- 
ry ; Eli ; George ; P' ranees,  wife  of  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Luzerne  county;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James  Gid- 
dings,  of  Iowa;  Lydia,  wife  of  Alva  Johnson,  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; Diana,  wife  of  T.  J. 
Akerley,  of  the  same  county;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Oli- 
ver Johnson,  of  Lackawanna  county ; and  Phoebe 
A.,  wife  of  John  Akerley,  of  Lackawanna  county. 

Lewis  Brown,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  but  was  reared  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  now  Lackawanna  county.  In  Scott  township, 
that  county,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Riker,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Lavinia  (Miller)  Riker. 
Later  they  removed  to  what  is  now  Pierceville,  Wy- 
oming county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
for  a few  years,  and  in  1863  came  to  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased 
property  and  made  his  home  until  called  from  this 
life  September  30,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years  and  seven  days.  The  mother  is  still  a resi- 
dent of  that  township.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  as  follows;  N.  S.,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Springville  township ; Sarah,  wife  of 
G.  D.  Palmeter,  of  the  same  township ; C.  L.,  our 
subject;  Carrie,  wife  of  J.  G.  Reynolds,  of  Wyoming 
county ; Edward  L.,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county ; 
and  A.  H.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Spring- 
ville township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Springville  township,  and  was  given  the 
advantages  of  the  common  and  select  schools  of 
the  locality.  On  leaving  the  home  farm  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  bought  fifty  acres  of  partially 
cleared  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty- 
eight  and  a half  acres.  With  the  exception  of  two 
and  a half  acres,  he  now  has  the  entire  tract  cleared, 
and  is  quite  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  dairying.  He  has  upon  his  place 
eight  cows,  some  young  stock  and  a flock  of  sheep. 
Tn  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  he  has 
also  engaged  in  blacksmithing  and  carpentering 
to  some  extent,  having  acquired  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  both  trades  through  his  own  unaided  efforts 
and  mechanical  ability. 

In  1880,  Air.  Brown  married  Miss  Jennie 
Green,  who  was  born  August  28,  1852.  and  is  the 
oldest  child  of  Rhodes  and  Eunice  E.  (Reynolds) 
Green,  the  others  being  Alice  A.,  now  the  widow  of 
Niles  Traves,  of  Springville  township;  Mary,  wife 
of  M.  N.  Seeley,  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Nelson,  a farmer  of  Franklin  Forks,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Lottie,  a trained  nurse  of  New 
York  City ; and  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Brown  is  a Re- 
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publican,  and  he  lias  most  capably  served  as  supervi- 
sor of  his  township  for  three  years,  and  as  a member 
of  the  election  board.  He  attends  and  supports  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member.  Socially  he  has  belonged  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge  No.  181,  of  Lynn,  for  twenty  years, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah  No.  187,  of  Springville. 
They  are  widely  and  favorably  known  and  have 
a host  of  warm  friends  in  the  community  where 
they  make  their  home. 

GEORGE  D.  HINE,  a successful  agriculturist 
of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  owns 
and  operates  the  old  family  homestead  near  Gelatt, 
where  he  was  born  December  28,  1859.  The  place 
contains  106  acres,  and  his  wife  owns  an  adjoining 
farm  of  seventy  acres,  making  a valuable  estate. 

The  Hine  family  is  of  good  New  England 
stock,  and  Willis  and  Easter  ( Perkins)  Hine,  our 
subject’s  grandparents,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. Alfred  Hine.  his  father,  was  horn  and  reared 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  there  for  many  years,  being  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  locality.  He  died 
November  8,  1883,  aged  fifty-seven  years  and  nine 
months,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Re- 
becca Howell,  died  November  13,  1884,  aged  fifty- 
four  years,  one  month,  and  ten  days,  their  remains 
being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Smiley  Hollow. 
Of  their  six  children,  Alvy,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
1852 ; Mary  died  in  Gibson  township ; Oscar  is  a 
farmer  at  Burnwood,  Susquehanna  county;  Ar- 
vine  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Gibson  township ; 
George  D.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Etta  is 
the  wife  of  Delos  Stone,  of  Thompson,  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  Howell  family,  of  which  our 
subject’s  mother  was  a member,  has  been  prominent- 
ly identified  with  Gibson  township,  and  her  par- 
ents, Israel  and  Olive  (Madison)  Howell,  were 
highly-esteemed  residents. 

Our  subject  has  always  resided  at  his  present 
home,  and  as  a practical  agriculturist  he  devotes  his 
attention  to  general  crops.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  organization.  On  January  21.  1885,  he 
was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Etta  C. 
Potter,  and  they  have  three  children : Lucille,  born 
Aug.  13,  1888;  Basil,  Aug.  26,  1807;  Denmon  G., 
April  7,  1900.  Mrs.  Hine  also  belongs  to  a well- 
known  family,  and  was  born  in  Gibson  township. 
October  12,  18(14,  daughter  of  George  Potter,  and 
granddaughter  of  Parley  and  Philena  Potter.  The 
late  George  Potter,  who  was  born  in  1820,  was 
a prosperous  farmer  of  Gibson  township,  and 
for  many  years  operated  the  “Tildcn  House” 
at  Herrick  Center,  a temperance  hotel.  He  was 
a man  of  strict  honesty  and  genial,  kindly  dis- 
position, and  while  he  was  not  a Church  mem- 
ber, he  lived  the  life  of  a true  Christian.  On 
February  21,  187(1,  while  on  a business  trip,  he 
was  injured  at  Susquehanna  depot  by  a railway 


train,  and  died  March  8,  following.  Elis  wife, 
Elizabeth  Howell,  was  a daughter  of  Israel  Howell, 
a well-known  resident  of  Gibson  township.  She 
died  August  2,  1899,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Gelatt  Hollow.  They  had  six  children,  viz. : Free- 
love,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; Emeline, 
wife  of  Alfred  Bowell,  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Elmer  V.,  a farmer  in  Gibson 
township ; a daughter,  twin  of  Elmer,  who  died  when 
two  weeks  old,  unnamed;  Emily,  who  married 
Emory  Miller,  of  Herrick  township ; and  Etta  C., 
wife  of  our  subject. 

ELBERT  J.  GRIMES  is  prominent  among  the 
representative  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  he  still  resides  May  27,  1863,  son 
of  Joshua  K.  and  Maria  S.  (Buck)  Grimes.  The 
father  is  a native  of  New  York,  born  in  Tioga 
county,  in  1814,  and  during  his  minority  remained 
on  his  father's  farm,  attending  first  the  district 
schools  of  that  locality  and  later  the  Owego  Acad- 
emy for  one  term  in  the  fall  of  1836.  He  then  went 
west  to  visit  relatives  and  that  winter  taught  school 
near  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  following  summer  he 
worked  at  house  carpentering,  and  the  following 
winter  again  taught  school.  In  1843  he  married 
Miss  Esther  M.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Charrie 

M.  Lounsburv,  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  by 
that  union  he  had  three  children,  namely ; ( 1 ) Char- 
rie P.  is  now  the  wife  of  Orin  T.  Smith,  an  under- 
taker and  furniture  dealer  of  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
by  whom  she  has  three  children ; Catherine  E., 
now  the  wife  of  Augustus  Raunk,  of  Binghamton, 

N.  Y.,  is  a graduate  of  the  Susquehanna  schools 

and  the  Cortland  Normal  School,  and  also  com- 
pleted a course  in  music  and  art  at  the  Wyoming 
Seminary;  Myron  J.,  born  in  Susquehanna,  grad- 
uated from  a medical  college  of  Chicago,  111.,  and 
then  located  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  until  his  death  (he  married  Miss 
Jennie  Park,  of  Binghamton,  where  she  still  re- 
sides) ; Alida  C.  Smith  graduated  from  the  Sus- 
quehanna high  school  and  is  still  with  her  parents. 
(2)  Curtis  F.,  born  in  Tioga  countv,  N.  Y.,  in  1847, 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  D,  36th 
P.  Y.  I.,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  par- 
ticipated in  many  battles.  He  was  wounded  at 
Gcttvsburg  and  re-enlisted,  becoming  an  old  vet- 
eran although  only  eighteen  years  of  age  when  hos- 
tilities ceased.  After  the  war  he  married  Miss  Liz- 
zie Richards,  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  and  located  at 
Susquehanna,  Penn.  For  some  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a locomotive  engineer.  From  Susque- 
hanna he  moved  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  and  sub- 
sequently on  account  of  failing  health  went  to  Rapid 
City,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  died  leaving  a wife  and 
four  children,  namely:  Ida,  now  the  wife  of  Ste- 

phen Carpenter,  of  Great  Bend,  Penn.;  Carrie,  who 
was  killed  in  childhood  by  a railroad  train  at  Hor- 
nellsville, N.  Y. ; Susie,  wife  of  John  Kortright,  of 
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Susquehanna;  and  Frank,  a railroad  fireman,  who  j 
married  Bertha  McDowell  and  resides  at  Hornells-  ; 
ville.  (3)  Moses,  born  in  Oakland  Town,  Susque-  : 
hanna  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1849.  j 
He  married  Miss  Alida  Soper,  of  Michigan,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  iiornetlsville,  A.  V.  He  then 
removed  to  Rapid  City,  S.  Dak.,  and  as  a leading 
and  prominent  membeigof  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  that  place  he  went  as  a delegate  to  the  national  > 
convention  held  in  Oregon.  By  trade  he  was  a jew- 
eler. He  tiled  in  Dakota,  leaving  a wife  and  one  j 
son,  Avery  J.,  now  a resident  of  Michigan. 

It  was  in  May,  1848,  that  Joshua  Is..  Crimes,  1 
father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  purchased  a partially  improved  farm  j 
on  the  Susquehanna  river  in  Oakland  township,  1 
known  as  the  Drinker  tract,  on  which  had  already  ! 
been  erected  a log  house  and  barn.  He  has  since  j 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place  and  there  | 
he  still  resides  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  | 
years.  In  1853  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Maria  S.  Buck;  who  was  born  at  Red  Rock,  Great 
Bend.,  Penn.,  in  February,  1821,  and  is  still  living. 
Her  parents  were  John  B.  and  Susan  (Chamber- 
lain)  Buck,  representatives  of  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Great  Bend.  She  attended  the  district 
schools  near  her  early  home,  was  also  a student 
in  the  Montrose  Academy  for  a time,  and  later  be- 
came a successful  teacher.  Her  maternal  grandfa- 
ther, Moses  Chamberlain,  was  a soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  In  his  political  views  Joshua  K.  j 
Grimes  was  first  H Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
although  he  has  ever  taken  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs,  he  has  never  cared  for  ; 
office,  but  he  has  served  as  supervisor,  collector,  as-  ' 
sessor,  school  director  and  in  other  local  positions. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  faithful  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  have  given  liberally  to 
the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  church.  They  still  reside  on  a part  of 
the  old  homestead,  where  they  lead  quiet,  peaceful 
and  happy  lives,  and  they  are  one  of  the  oldest  and  i 
most  highly  respected  couples  in  Oakland  township. 
Their  children  are  now  filling  honorable  and  use-  : 
ful  positions  in  life  and  are  a source  of  great  pride  \ 
to  their  parents.  Annually  the  family  hold  a re-  | 
union  on  the  old  homestead,  where  a most  enjoya- 
ble day  is  passed  with  this  worthy  couple.  (3ur 
subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  three  children  born 
of  the  second  marriage.  ( 1 ) Susan  E.,  Itorn  on  the 
old  homestead,  January  15,  1855,  attended  the  dis- 
trict and  later  the  graded  schools  of  Susquehanna, 
receiving  a good  classical  education,  and  for  several 
terms  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Oak- 
land township.  In  May,  1883,  she  married  Homer 
Hall,  of  Jackson,  Susquehanna  gounty,  and  thev 
now  reside  in  the  town  of  Susquehanna.  (2)  Ella  1 
R.,  born  June  26,  i860,  was  educated  in  graded 
and  private  schools  of  Susquehanna,  and  in  1883 
married  Walter  H.  Wood,  of  Windsor,  Broome 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.  They  have  three  children — Nel- 


lie, Charles  and  Ray — all  students  in  the  Susque- 
hanna schools. 

Filbert  J.  Grimes,  our  subject,  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  attending  the  district  schools 
through  the  winter  months  and  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  in  the  summer  season. 
When  a young  man  he  superintended  the  cutting 
and  putting  in  the  lumber  on  the  home  tract,  be- 
ing thus  employed  for  four  years.  In  February, 

1884,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
A.  Wheeler,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  was  a popular 
teacher  of  that  county  and  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  for  twelve  terms.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Sarah  (Eggleston)  Wheeler,  were  natives  of  Broome 
county,  and  prominent  farming  people  of  Windsor. 
In  their  family  were  two  children,  and  the  only  son, 
William,  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimes 
have  two  children:  Eva  Alice,  born  January  29, 

1885.  and  Ernest  J.,  born  April  7,  1888,  both  at- 
tending the  home  schools. 

Alter  his  marriage,  Mr.  Grimes  located  on  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  rented  for  two  years,  and 
then  purchased  all  the  personal  property  and  has 
since  had  full  control  and  management  of  the  farm 
Being  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer  and  a man  of 
good  business  ability,  he  is  meeeting  with  excellent 
success  in  his  life  work.  In  1885,  he  and  his  father 
erected  upon  the  place  a fine  residence  near  the  old 
homestead,  and  there  he  now  resides.  He  tenderly 
cares  for  his  parents,  seeing  that  they  have  every 
comfort  in  their  declining  years.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  has  been  honored  with  a number  of  local 
offices,  serving  at  present  as  school  director,  treasur- 
er and  supervisor,  having  filled  the  last  named  po- 
sition for  two  terms.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
Royal  Arcanum  Lodge  No.  140.  of  Susquehanna, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church  of  that  place.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  gives  his  support  to 
all  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  edu- 
cational and  material  welfare  of  his  community. 

ANDREW  THOMAS  SWINGLE,  in  his 
lifetime  a highly-esteemed  resident  of  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  was  for  some 
years  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  his  fine  homestead  shows  the  result  of 
judicious  management. 

Mr.  Swingle  was  a member  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing families  of  his  locality,  and  traced  his  descent 
to  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  a native  of  Switzerland, 
who  settled  in  New  York  State  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  and  in  1783  removed  to  this  section, 
locating  in  what  is  now  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  secured  a large  tract  of 
land.  John  Swingle,  a son  of  Flans,  and  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  married  three 
times  and  had  twenty-four  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  Andrew,  born  of  his  second  marriage, 
to  Catherine  Shorter.  Andrew  Swingle,  our  sub- 
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ject's  grandfather,  married  Sarah  Enslin.  and  they 
had  three  children:  Thomas,  who  died  in  Cali- 

fornia in  1894:  Aides,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below ; and  one  who  died  in  childhood. 

Miles  Swingle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Canaan  township,  and  passed  his 
life  there,  his  attention  being  given  to  agricultural 
work.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  never 
sought  prominence  in  public  life.  He  died  in  July,  j 
1865,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-live  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Burleigh,  who  survives  him,  and 
they  had  the  following  childrtn : Andrew  Thomas, 

our  subject;  John,  who  died  when  two  years  old; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  first  William  Larrison,  and 
after  his  decease  wedded  Frederick  Kepler,  a 
watchman  for  the  D.  & H.  Co.,  at  railroad  station 
No.  6,  Wayne  county ; Angeline,  wife  of  E.  Swin- 
gle, a farmer  in  Hudson,  S.  Dak. ; and  Laura,  wife 
of  Bartley  Fuller,  a machinist  in  the  D.  L.  & W. 
railway  shops  at  Scranton,  Penn.  The  mother 
resides  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  her  sixty-third  year. 
She  formed  a second  matrimonial  union  with  Jestus 
Rodger,  who  died  January  13.  1889,  but  by  this 
marriage  had  no  children.  The  Burleigh  fam- 
ily is  of  English  origin,  and  her  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Enslin)  Burleigh,  came  from  the  old 
country  many  years  ago,  making  their  home  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county. 

Air.  Swingle  was  born  February  16.  1855,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  township,  and 
until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  resided  with  his 
mother.  I-n  1885  sTie  went  to  Dakota  for  a time, 
but  he  remained  in  his  native  township,  where  he 
had  purchased  a farm  of  his  own,  in  1882.  On 
September  27,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alary 
A.  Swingle,  and  the  first  two  years  of  their  wedded 
life  were  spent  upon  the  farm,  after  which  they 
removed  to  Scranton,  where  he  was  employed  for 
four  and  a half  years  in  the  car  shops,  as  a re- 
pairer. In  1892  he  settled  upon  an  attractive  estate 
of  ninety-three  acres,  and  until  his  death  was  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  As  a citizen  he  was  in 
favor  of  progress  in  all  lines,  and  politically  a firm 
believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  passed  to  his  last  rest  April  15,  1898. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Swingle  had  three  bright  and 
healthy  children:  Leslie,  born  August  23,  1891, 

and  Claude  and  Carl,  twins,  born  August  19,  1896. 
Airs.  Swingle  was  born  Alay  25,  1861.  in  South 
Canaan  township,  daughter  of  'Squire  Paul  Swin- 
gle. a prominent  citizen  of  that  locality. 

AIILTON  WILLIS  PALAIER,  one  of  the 
leading  and  substantial  farmers,,  of  Brooklyn  town- 
ship. Susquehanna  county,  evidences  b\  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  carries  on  his  business  that  he 
thoroughly  understands  the  vocation  in  which  he 
is  engaged.  Neatness  and  order  prevail  upon  his  j 
place,  which  is  managed,  with  regard  to  its  culti- 
vation, in  a manner  which  reflects  great  credit  upon 
the  owner. 

Air.  Palmer  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 


July  27.  1856,  the  only  child  of  Isaac  X.  and  Nancy 
Al.  (Tewksbury)  Palmer,  farming  people  of  that 
township.  The  father  was  quite  a prominent  man 
in  the  community,  and  held  several  local  offices. 
He  died  September  11,  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years,  one  month  and  twenty-seven  days,  the 
mother  passing  away  November  14.  1863,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five  years,  ten  months  and  one  day. 
and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  cemetery.  They  held  membership 
in  that  Church. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject.  Esek 

H.  and  Amy  (Smith)  Palmer,  were  natives  of 
Groton,  Conn.,  born  December  6,  1 777.  and  Alarch 

I,  1783,  respectively.  In  1811  Esek  Palmer  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  family 
the  following  year,  and  for  a few  months  they  made 
their  home  in  a log  cabin  belonging  to  Capt.  Bailey. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Esek  H.  Palmer  had  the  following 
children : Lydia  S..  deceased  wife  of  George  Chap- 
man ;.Emeline,  deceased  wife  of  AI.  L\  Alack:  Annis. 
deceased  wife  of  Obadiah  Bailey ; Elmind,  widow 
of  Robert  Kent,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn  ; James 
S.,  a Universalist  minister,  of  Alansfield.  Penn. : 
Gurdon  W.  and  Charles  R.,  deceased : Eunice  L. 
widow  of  Asa  Titus,  and  a resident  of  Lenox  town- 
ship. Susquehanna  county;  Isaac  X.,  father  of  our 
subject:  and  David  L.,  deceased. 

Amos  and  Harriet  (Robinson)  Tewksbury  were 
Air.  Palmer's  maternal  grandparents.  The  former, 
born  in  Vermont,  son  of  Sergeant  Tewksbury,  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1802. 
locating  in  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  became 
the  owner  of  a farm  of  seventy-two  acres.  His 
children  were  Nancy  AL,  mother  of  our  subject: 
Alary  J. ; Benjamin  F..  who  was  the  second  super- 
intendent of  schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
the  youngest  man  to  hold  that  office:  Fannv  Al. : 
Harriet  E.  and  Amos  E.,  twins,  the  former  now  the 
widow  of  William  D.  Frost,  the  latter  deceased 
when  about  four  months  of  age. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  with  relatives  until 
fifteen  years  of  age.  and  then  began  life  for  himself 
as  a farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  for  five  years. 
Subsquentlv  he  clerked  one  year  in  the  store  of  G. 
P.  Tiffany,  at  Brooklyn,  and  then  again  worked 
by  the  month  at  farm  labor  for  five  years.  After 
his  marriage  he  purchased  a half-interest  in  the 
stock  and  tools  of  his  father-in-law,  three  vears  later 
buying  the  other  half,  and  he  is  now  successfullv 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  farm,  which  com- 
prises 400  acres  of  valuable  land. 

In  Brooklyn  township.  Air.  Palmer  was  mar- 
ried, January  4.  1882,  to  Aliss  Anna  E.  Bailee. 
They  have  no  children  of  their  own.  but  are  rear- 
ing a son.  Robert  AL.  born  July  29.  1895,  whom  thev 
adopted  when  he  was  one  year  old.  Airs.  Palmer 
was  horn  on  the  farm  where  she  now  resides,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  H.  Aliranda  (Guernsey) 
Bailey,  natives  of  Brooklyn  and  Bridgewater  town- 
ships, respectively.  The  father  was  born  Alarch 
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8,  1824,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Palmer,  and  always  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  with  the  exception  of  three  years  when  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  his  brother,  in 
Salem,  X.  H.  He  died  upon  his  farm  in  Brooklyn 
township,  July  4,  1898.  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Universalist  cemetery.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and,  fraternally, 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
was  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community,  being 
elected  to  many  township  offices.  His  widow,  who 
was  born  in  1830,  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our 
subject  and  wife.  They  had  only  two  children,  and 
Emily  L.,  the  younger,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months. 

Mrs.  Palmer's  paternal  grandparents,  Fred- 
erick and  Polly  (Witter)  Bailey,  were  natives  of 
Groton,  Conn.,  were  married  in  1806.  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  came  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.  Their  children,  all  now  deceased, 
were : .'fiarv  W.,  who  (first)  married  a Mr.  Rob- 
erts, and  (second)  a Mr.  Tyler;  Frederick  L. ; 
Lodowick  F. ; Sally  M.,  wife  of  Rodney  Jewett; 
William  P. ; Janies  W. ; Esther  W..  wife  of  W.  B. 
Stevens;  Robert  M. ; Henry  L. ; Eliza  A.,  wife  of 
Moses  Cole;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  Hiram  C.  and  Maria 
R.  (Watrous)  Guernsey,  the  former  a native  of 
Windsor,  A:.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Schoharie  county, 
that  State.  The  grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the 
war.  of  1812.  He  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in 
1871,  and  his  wife,  born  in  1807,  died  in  1887,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Julia  A.,  deceased  wife  of  N. 
P.  Miller;  James  W.,  deceased;  H.  Miranda,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Palmer;  Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months;  Joseph  W.,  who  died  in  1899; 
Martha  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Watrous; 
Ellen  F..,  wife  of  Jason  S.  Wright,  of  Brooklyn 
township;  George  A.,  a resident  of  Winchester. 
Mass. : Sarah  A.,  who  died  when  twenty-three  years 
old;  Lavinia  |.,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  L.  Kent; 
and  Emma  X".,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Palmer  is  a Universalist, 
and  in  his  social  relations  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
Free  Mason,  belonging  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  in 
Brooklyn,  and  to  Harford  Lodge  Xo.  445,  F.  & 
A.  M..  in  Hop  Bottom,  in  which  latter  he  lias  filled 
all  the  chairs,  being  a past  master.  His  political  sup- 
port is  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
school  director  nine  years,  and  supervisor  three 
years.  In  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens  he 
is  one  of  the  representative  men  ot  his  community, 
and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

ARTHUR  W.  FOOT,  a well-known  citizen 
of  Xew  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  countv.  is 
an  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist,  his  fine 
farm  near  Hart  Lake  giving  evidence  of  careful 


j management.  He  was  born  April  27,  1851.  and 
I comes  of  honored  pioneer  ancestry,  the  Foote  or 
I Foot  family  being  descended  from  Nathaniel 
Foote,  who  came  from  England  in  1633  and  settled 
in  Connecticut,  Charles  Foot,  our  subject's  grand- 
father (who  was  a brother  of  Belus  Foote,  grand- 
father of  Byron  Foote),  came  from  Vermont  in 
childhood,  and  as  a young  man  was  married  in  New 
Milford  township  to  Miss  Rebecca  Wellman,  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  who  also  came  to  this  sec- 
tion when  a child.  This  estimable  couple  had  six 
children,  viz.:  Belus  H.,  Ira,  Orland,  George, 

John,  and  Harriet,  who  married  Nelson  Dorr,  pro- 
prietor of  a book  store  at  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  and 
is  now.  the  only  survivor  of  the  family. 

Belus  H.  Foot,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  New  Milford  township,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1850,  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  to  Miss  Ann 
Parks,  a native  of  Broome  county,  X.  Y.  He  re- 
sided for  a time  in  Franklin  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  but  removed  in  1853  to  our  subject's 
present  farm.  For  many  years  he  followed  the 
carpenter's  trade  in  connection  with  farming,  and 
he  also  took  an  active  and  influential  part  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  school  director,  poormaster  and 
supervisor  and  in  other  township  offices.  He  died 
April  12,  1894,  aged  seventy-three,  and  his  wife 
died  September  30,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
the  remains  of  both  being  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Xew  Milford.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  three  children ; Ida  E.  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years,  and  Miss  Francelia  resides  at  the  home- 
stead. 

The  Parks  family  has  been  identified  with 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  from  an  early  period,  and 
our  subject's  maternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Finch)  Parks,  came  from  that  locality 
in  1867  to  spend  their  last  days  in  Xew  Milford 
township.  Susquehanna  county.  They  had  a large 
family  of  children,  as  follows:  Oran.  David, 

William.  Lois,  Jane,  Olive,  Annis.  Ann  (our  sub- 
ject's mother),  and  Mary,  who  married  first  John 
Cortright,  and  second  James  Robinson,  deceased 
(she  now  resides  in  Xew  Milford  township),  and 
Johanna  (Mrs.  Tiffany),  of  Binghamton.  X.  Y..  is 
the  only  other  living  member  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  was  but  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  settled  at  the  present  homestead  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  politically  is  a stanch  Republican. 
His  interest  in  local  affairs  is  shown  in  many  ways 
and  he  is  especially  active  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  schools,  having  entered  in  the  fall  of  180S 
upon  his  second  term  of  three  years  as  director. 
On  June  20.  1872.  he  was  married  in  Bridgewater 
township.  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
Wood.  Two  children  brightened  their  home  for 
a brief  time  only,  Ernest  dying  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  and  Mabel  at  the  age  of  three. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Wood)  Foot  belongs  to  a well- 
known  family  of  this  section,  her  paternal  grand- 
parents, Cornelius  and  Mary  Wood,  having  come 
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from  New  York  State  in  1S08  to  make  their  home 
in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
John  Wood,  Airs.  Foot’s  father,  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  and  was  married  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Nellie  Matthews, 
daughter  of  David  and  Smda  ( Blowers ) Matthews, 
who,  on  removing  from  New  York  State,  settled 
in  that  locality  in  1810.  John  Wood  died  in  Bridge- 
water  township  in  1885,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and 
his  wife  still  resides,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
upon  their  old  homestead.  For  many  years  she 
has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  her  faith  being  exemplified  in  her  daily 
life.  To  John  and  Nellie  W ood  the  following 
children  were  born : -Mortimer,  a farmer  on  the 

old  homestead ; Frank,  deceased;  Adelia,  deceased, 
who  married  N.  F.  Kimber ; Eugene,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Jennie,  who  died  in  childhood ; Mary, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Eudorah,  who  married  Gerome 
Hart,  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township;  Eva, 
wife  of  John  Richardson,  of  New  Milford;  and 
Hattie,  who  married  Lemuel  Cole,  a farmer  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

JOSEPH  STEYENS,  a prosperous  and  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  stock  raiser  residing  in  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  near  Scranton,  in  August, 
1827,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  honored 
and  highly  respected  family,  being  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  Ann  (McKinney)  Stevens,  both  natives 
of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  The  grandparents, 
Ephraim  and  Hannah  Stevens,  were  born  in  New 
York,  in  1758,  and  at  an  early  day  located  near 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  the  former  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Both  died  on  his  farm  in  Providence  town- 
ship, Luzerne  county,  in  1855.  To  them  were  born 
four  children,  as  follows : ( 1 ) William,  born  in 

October,  1785,  married  and  settled  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, where  he  died  leaving  a family.  Ebenezer,  one 
of  his  sons,  now  resides  in  Susquehanna  county. 
(2)  Polly,  born  in  1789.  died  young.  (3)  Annie, 
born  in  1791,  married  Curtis  M.  Sterling,  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  where  she  died  leaving  a family.  Two 
of  her  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  and  one 
was  wounded  and  died  in  the  army.  (4)  Samuel 
Stevens,  father  of  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

Samuel  Stevens  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  July,  1795,  and  in  Providence,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  married  Alary  Ann  McKinney,  who  was 
born  in  September,  1807.  He  owned  a wild  tract 
of  land  in  Luzerne  county,  which  was  underlaid 
with  anthracite  coal,  and  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  land  he  devoted  his  energies  until 

1864,  when  he  sold  the  place  and  purchased  the 
farm  in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  countv, 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  Here  lie  died  in 

1865.  His  wife  survived  him  for  many  years  and 
was  tenderly  cared  for  bv  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
who  received  a mother’s  blessing  at  her  death  in 
1886. 


Joseph  Stevens,  the  only  child  of  Samuel  and 
Alary  (AlcKinney)  Stevens,  grew  to  manhood  in 
Luzerne  county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools  and  aided  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm. 
In  December,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Aliss  Harriet  Carman,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  in  November,  1834,  and  was  educated  in  its 
schools.  She  is  a daughter  of  Phineas  and  Alary 
(Ayers)  Carman,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  (Jur 
subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children:  (1; 

F'rank  H.,  born  in  Jefferson,  Luzerne  county,  in 
November,  1862,  attended  the  home  schools,  and 
later  the  Elmira  Business  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated,  and  he  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  Company.  He  married  Ida  Griffis, 
of  Susquehanna,  where  they  now  reside.  (2) 
Alinnie  L.,  born  at  the  present  home  of  the  family 
in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  July, 
1868,  completed  her  education  in  the  high  schools 
of  Scranton,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  Lnglert, 
of  Alontrose,  who  was  born  in  Laceyville,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  at  Susquehanna. 

For  some  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ste- 
vens followed  farming  in  Providence  township, 
Luzerne  county,  but  in  1866  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, on  the  Susquehanna  river,  one  mile  from  the 
town  of  the  same  name.  By  purchase  he  has  added 
to  his  homestead  eighty  acres,  making  a fine  farm 
of  280  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  erected  thereon  a pleasant  resi- 
dence and  good  outbuildings.  As  a farmer  and 
stock  raiser  he  has  steadily  prospered  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. Politically  he  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  most  cred- 
itably filled  the  offices  of  school  director,  assessor 
and  supervisor.  He  and  his  family  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  Church  of  Susquehanna,  and 
merit  and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them.  He  is  a generous,  kindly  and  cour- 
teous gentleman,  upright  and  honorable  in  all 
things,  and  whose  life  is  above  reproach. 

WILKINSON  PRICE.-  Successful  farming 
a generation  ago  among  the  best  families  was  in- 
variably accompanied  by  a generous  hospitality. 
Genial  pleasure  reigned  in  a wholesome  and  invig- 
orating social  atmosphere.  A few  households  may- 
vet  be  found  where  the  same  kindly-  and  lavish  pro- 
vision is  made  for  friend  or  stranger,  where  the 
essence  of  the  good  old  days  yet  lingers,  where 
grace  and  cheer,  culinary  art  and  drawing-room 
accomplishments,  combine  to  welcome  the  coming 
and  speed  the  parting  guest.  One  of  the  most 
cheering  and  hospitable,  widely  known  as  such 
throughout  the  country,  is  that  of  Wilkinson  Trice, 
in  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county. 

The  Price  family  is  an  old  and  prominent  one. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Price,  settled 
in  this  neighborhood  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
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war,  coming  from  Bucks  county  at  a time  when 
the  Indians  were  numerous  and  hostile.  He  had 
many  encounters  with  them,  and  many  narrow 
escapes  at  their  hands.  Later  he  settled  across 
Brodhead’s  creek,  two  and  one-half  miles  below 
Canadensis,  but  being  driven  away  by  the  Indians 
returned  to  Bucks  county,  where  he  remained  until 
the  war  was  over.  He  made  the  return  trip  to  this 
region  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  on  horseback. 
John  Price  reared  a large  family,  his  seven  sons 
being  John,  Ichabod,  Charles,  Eleazer,  Samuel, 
Benjamin  and  Joseph.  Ihcabod  and  Charles  were 
both  killed  while  serving  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
1812-15,  the  former  at  Port  Meigs;  Benjamin  u;as 
drafted  during  that  conflict,  and  went  down  to 
Marcus  Hook,  where  he  was  discharged.  The 
father  lived  for  several  years  with  his  son  Benja- 
min, on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Henry  Lesoine, 
and  there  ended  his  days. 

Benjamin  Price,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in^  Price  township,  and  about  1807  married 
Jane,  daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship. He  settled  in  the  woods  and  cleared  up  a 
good  farm.  A Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  one  of 
the  leaders  of  his  party,  and  held  many  local  offices. 
His  death  occurred  in  1848,  his  good  wife  surviv- 
ing him  until  1859.  Their  family  of  nine  children, 
six  sons  and  three  daughters,  was  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

Jacob  married  and  settled  at  Spruce  Cabin,  where 
his  sons  Wesley  and  Milton  now  live.  (2)  Charles, 
born  in  1810,  married  Phila  Price,  daughter  of 
Eleazer  Price,  settled  at  Cove,  in  Barrett  township, 
and  became  an  extensive  lumberman.  He  died 
leaving  a family  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter, 
Madison,  Emma  (wife  of  Dimmick  Custard),  Alor- 
ris,  Benjamin,  Davis,  Tow'nsend,  Dimmick,  and 
Mahlon.  (3)  Smith,  born  in  1812,  married  Alary 
Wolfinger,  of  Stroud,  settled  in  the  Cove,  and 
and  raised  a large  family.  (4)  Mahala  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  (5)  Mary  A.,  born  in 
1816,  married  William  C.  Long,  of  Monroe  county. 
They  settled  in  the  Cove,  and  there  raised  a family 
of  children.  (6)  Daniel,  born  in  1819,  married 
Alary  A.  Busecker.  of  Price,  and  settled  in  the 
Cove,  in  Barrett,  where  he  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Warren.  Albert  and  Daniel.  (7)  Emaline, 
born  in  1822,  died  unmarried.  (8)  Benjamin,  born 
in  1826,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  (9) 
Wilkinson,  the  youngest,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Wilkinson  Price  was  born  on  the  old  Price 
homestead  in  Price  township,  in  March.  1827,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  winter 
schools  and  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In 
1853  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Witsie.  of  Phila- 
delphia, daughter  of  Albert  and  -Margaret  Witsie. 
Mrs.  Price  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  1851  removed  thence  to 
Stroudsburg  with  her  father,  who  in  his  new  loca- 
tion engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  shoes. 
In  1859  Mr.  Witsie  removed  to  Canandensis,  and 
there  conducted  a shoe  business  until  his  death,  in 


1886.  A widow  and  three  children,  Sarah,  Charles, 
W.  and  Alary  £.,  survived  him.  Sarah  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Elmwood,  of  Scranton ; Charles  W.  is  an 
employe  of  the  elevated  railroad  at  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.,  and  Alary  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

After  his  marriage  Wilkinson  Price  settled  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Price  township,  in  i860  re- 
moving to  Canandensis.  Here  he  purchased  a tract 
of  land  and  cleared  up  a farm.  He  erected  good 
buildings,  but  a fire  in  1896  destroyed  his  home 
and  all  his  household  furniture.  In  1897  he 
erected  a new  residence,  with  every  modern  im- 
provement, and  now  owns  one  of  the  fine  homes  of 
Canadensis.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Price  were  born 
twelve  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Dan,  born  in 

1854,  married  Aliss  Anna  Price.  They  settled  in 
Scranton,  where  his  wife  died,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Archie,  Ada  and  Ray.  (24  James  B.,  born 
July  12,  1856,  married  Aliss  Alan-  Distie.  of  Pike 
county,  and  now  resides  at  Dunmore.  near  Scran- 
ton, where  he  owns  a fine  home.  He  has  three 
children,  Clinton,  Jessie  and  Elvert.  (3)  Albert 
F.,  born  in  July,  1858,  married  Aliss  Jennie  Raub, 
of  Olean,  N.  Y.,  and  resided  at  Scranton,  where 
his  wife  died,  leaving  two  children,  Ruby  and 
Frank,  Ruby  now  making  her  home  with  her  grand- 
father, our  subject.  Later  he  married  Aliss  Nettie 
Alacky,  of  Carbondale.  They  reside  at  Camden, 
N.  j.,  and  have  one  child,  Jennie.  (4)  Reuben, 
born  in  July,  i860,  is  a carpenter.  He  married 
Aliss  Alinnie  Lee,  of  Camden,  X.  J.,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  has  one  son,  Frank.  (5)  Alargaret 
J.,  a bright  and  refined  young  lady,  has  adopted  the 
vocation  of  a milliner,  and  for  eight  years  has  filled 
a responsible  position  in  Philadelphia.  (6)  Flora 
E.,  born  in  August,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Orange 
Travis,  a resident  of  Camden,  X.  J.  (7)  Luther, 
born  in  July,  1866,  is  now  a contractor  and  builder 
at  Scranton.  He  married  Aliss  Carrie  Earley,  of 
Pittston,  and  has  a fine  home.  (8)  Anna,  born  in 
December,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Deubler.  of 
Barrett  township,  and  has  one  child,  Alargaret.  She 
is  a graduate  of  Wood’s  Business  College,  of 
Scranton,  and  for  five  or  six  years  was  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  in  the  neighborhood  of  her 
home.  (9)  Aliriam,  born  in  January,  1871,  was  a 
dressmaker  until  her  marriage  to  George  Crane,  of 
Canadensis.  They  have  one  child,  Hellen.  ( 10) 
Eugene,  born  in  March,  1873,  is  a promising  con- 
tractor, being  engaged  as  a painter  and  decorator, 
(it)  Jesse,  born  in  Alav,  1875,  is  also  a contractor 
in  painting  and  house  decorating,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  business  in  New  York  City.  ( 12)  Grace 
E.,  born  in  July,  1879.  is  now  occupied  in  the  mil- 
linery business  with  her  sister  Alargaret. 

Wilkinson  Price  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party.  For  many  years  he  has  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  at  Canadensis,  serving  dur- 
ing Cleveland's  administration,  and  formerly  filled 
that  position  at  Priccburg  during  Pierce's  and 
Buchanan's  administrations.  Hie  has  also  been 
justice  of  the  peace  several  terms,  school  director 
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for  many  years,  and  has  filled  various  other  local 
offices,  being  always  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
his  township.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Price  has  a de- 
lightful home,  where  grace  and  culture  preside  and 
good  cheer  abounds. 

HON.  CHARLES  HENRY  ELLIS  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Union  Dale,  Susquehanna 
county,  a leader  in  business  and  political  affairs. 
He  was  always  a courteous,  genial  gentleman,  and 
well  deserved  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  uni- 
formly held. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Herrick  township,  May  20.  1828,  a son 
of  Huntington  and  Mary  (Moore)  Ellis,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island  and  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  the  father  followed  farming  to  the 
close  of  his  life.  In  the  family  were  three  chil- 
dren, Hezekiah,  Mary  C.  and  Charles  H.,  all  now 
deceased,  '-After  the  father's  death  the  mother  re- 
married, but  our  subject  was  nevertheless  her  main 
support  through  life,  and  his  widow  cared  for  her 
after  his  death ; she  was  buried  form  her  home. 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Ellis  remained  upon 
the  home  farm  with  his  parents,  and  he  neglected 
his  own  education  to  give  his  sister  advantages. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a school  teacher, 
later  following  surveying  for  many  years,  for  a 
time  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Union 
Dale,  and  was  also  an  undertaker  and  manufac- 
turer of  furniture  for  a few  years.  He  operated  a 
saw  and  gristmill  at  that  place,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  engaged  in  merchandising  there, 
while  he  also  served  as  postmaster,  having  filled  thal 
office  for  a quarter  of  a century. 

At  Carbondale,  Penn.,  on  March  26,  1857,  Mr. 
Ellis  married  Miss  Ann  E.  Lewis,  a native  of  Her- 
rick township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Maria  (Toby)  Lewis,  of  New 
York  State.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Jane  Lewis,  were  lifelong  residents  of  New  York, 
and  her  maternal  grandparents,  Taber  and  Esther 
Toby,  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  people  in 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  As  his  mother  was  poor, 
and  had  a large  family  to  support,  James  Lewis, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Ellis,  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  that  he  might  be 
of  some  assistance  to  her.  as  he  was  the  eldest  of 
the  family.  He  came  to  Herrick  township,  work- 
ing in  the  gristmill  of  his  uncle,  David  Lewis,  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  and  then  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  political 
sentiment  he  was  a Democrat.  He  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  nine- 
teen days,  and  his  wife  died  in  March,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  eightv-four  years,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Union  Dale  cemetery.  They  had  four  children, 
namely:  Jane,  now  the  widow  of  Philip  Ricks,  of 
New  York  State;  Taber  J.,  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter of  Renton,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. : Horace  H., 


a merchant,  farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Uniondale;  and  Ann  E.,  widow  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Ellis  always  took  a very  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs,  and  his  influence  was 
given  to  every  enterprise  which  he  believed  would 
prove  of  public  good.  For  many  years  he  was  an 
elder  and  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  servnig 
as  presiding  elder  from  1864  to  1878,  and  his  life  was 
in  perfect  harmony  with  his  professions.  His  hos- 
pitable home  was  always  open  to  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  and  he  gave  liberally  to  all  Church,  educa- 
tional and  benevolent  enterprises,  the  worthy  poor 
finding  him  indeed  a friend.  No  deserving  ones 
were  ever  turned  away  empty-handed  from  his 
door.  He  was  the  first  burgess  of  Union, Dale,  and 
was  again  filling  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  most  creditably  filled  that  position  for  one 
term.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Republican, 
very  active  in  his  party,  and  was  an  able  speaker. 
During  his  younger  years  Mr.  Ellis  was  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  emphatically  self-made, 
and  proved  himself  a very  capable  business  man. 

WILLIAM  C.  DEAKIN.  The  prosperity  of 
any  community  depends  upon  its  business  activity, 
and  the  enterprise  manifest  in  commercial  circles 
is  the  foundation  upon  which  is  builded  the  material 
welfare  of  town.  State  and  nation.  The  most  im- 
portant factors  in  public  life  at  the  present  day  are 
therefore  men  who  are  in  control  of  successful  busi- 
ness interests,  and  such  a one  is  Mr.  Deakin,  who 
in  partnership  with  his  brother  now  owns  and  con- 
ducts the  largest  and  best  meat  market  in  Susque- 
hanna. 

Air.  Deakin  was  born  in  New  Milford.  Penn., 
in  November,  1850,  a son  of  John  H.  and  Emaline 
(Stanford)  Deakin.  The  father  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, England,  in  June,  1817,  and  when  only  two 
years  old  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents, 
Thomas  and  Esther  Deakin,  also  natives  of  Lon- 
don, who  settled  on  a farm  in  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
died  four  years  later.  There  were  only  two  chil- 
dren in  their  family;  John  H..  the  father  of  our 
subject : and  Clarinda,  who  married  Garwood  Mitch- 
ell. of  Rridgewater  township,  and  died  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Susquehanna  county,  leaving  a fam- 
ily (Amanda,  one  of  her  daughters  married  Newel 
Bailey,  of  Liberty  ) . 

After  the  death  of  his  father  John  H.  Deakin 
was  placed  in  the  home  of  a Mr.  Flillard.  of  Silver 
Lake  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  married 
Miss  Emaline  Stanford,  who  was  born  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  January,  1823. 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Stanford,  formerly  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  they  began  housekeeping  upon  a farm  in 
Franklin  township,  after  a short  time  spent  there 
removing  to  New  Milford,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business.  When  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railroad  was  built,  from  Scran- 
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ton  to  Delaware  Water  Gap,  he  followed  in  the 
wake  of  the  constructors,  carrying  on  the  butcher 
business,  and  in  i860  he  opened  a market  in  Sus- 
quehanna. He  enjoyed  a good  trade  there  until 
failing  health  caused  his  retirement  from  the  busi- 
ness, when  lie  purchased  a farm  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, on  which  he  lived  for  a few  years.  Later  he 
was  again  engaged  in  butchering  in  Susquehanna 
•but  his  last  days  were  spent  with  his  son,  Henry  J., 
at  whose  home  he  died  in  1892,  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Soon  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  returned  to  England  on  a visit  to  his  birth- 
place and  remained  a year  in  that  country,  and  again 
in  1886,  in  company  with  our  subject,  he  visited  his 
native  land.  Ihey  crossed  the  ocean  in  the  steam- 
er “Wyoming,”  and  had  a very  enjoyable  time. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  daughter,  Airs.  L.  E.  Stanford.  The  children 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows:  (1)  Jane, 
born  in  Franklin  township,  is  the  wife,  of  L.  E. 
Stanford,  of  Liberty.  (2)  Henry  J.,  born  in  the 
same  township,  in  1846,  received  a district- 
school  education,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  'Franklin  township.  He  married  Julia  Ei- 
dridge,  of  that  township,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, James,  Arthur  and  Bertha.  (3)  William  C., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (4)  G. 
W.,  born  in  Liberty  township,  in  1858,  married  Eva 
Brown,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business  with  our  subject  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  besides  his  business  property  he  owns 
a fine  home.  He  has  five  children,  Ray,  May,  Rena, 
George  and  Maud.  (5)  Cornelia,  born  in  Franklin 
township,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

During  his  boyhood  William  C.  Deakin  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  graded  schools  of  Sus- 
quehanna, and  when  a young  man  he  learned 
the  butcher's  trade  with  Ins  father.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  Detroit.  Mich.,  and  sailed 
from  that  port  on  a steamer  running  to  Chicago. 
He  was  in  the  latter  city  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire 
which  destroyed  a large  portion  of  that  place,  and 
later  he  was  employed  as  a carpenter  there  bv  Mr. 
Leiter.  After  two  years  spent  in  Chicago  he  re- 
turned to  Susquehanna,  and  as  a carpenter  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  here  for  several  years. 
In  1888,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  C.  W.,  he 
opened  a meat  market,  and  they  have  succeeded  in 
building  up  the  largest  trade  of  any  in  their  line 
in  the  city,  being  numbered  among  its  most  enterpris- 
ing, progressive  and  prosperous  business  men. 
They  own  a large  business  block  in  Susquehanna, 
which  was  erected  by  them.  In  1887  our  subject 
purchased  the  Person  farm,  one  mile  west  of  town 
on  the  Milford  road,  and  built  thereon  a fine  resi- 
dence, with  all  modern  improvements,  also  erecting 
barns  and  a large  slaughter-house,  where  he  docs 
the  butchering  for  his  town  trade. 

I11  May,  1875.  Mr.  Deakin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eugenia  Carrington,  of  Oakland, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1854, 
a daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Catherine  ( Warner)  Car- 


rington, and  was  educated  in  the  higher  schools  of 
Susquehanna.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Susquehanna 
county  tor  five  terms.  Uur  subject  and  his  wife 
have  one  son,  William  L.,  who  was  born  in  Susque- 
hanna, in  1883,  and  is  now  a student  in  the  high 
school  of  that  place.  For  five  years  after  their  mar- 
riage they  lived  in  Great  Bend,  and  then  removed 
to  Susquehanna,  near  which  city  they  now  reside 
on  his  farm. 

Besides  the  visit  to  England  already  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Deakin  made  a business  trip  to  that 
country  in  November,  1886.  Politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  People's  party,  and  he  was  a delegate 
front  his  Congressional  district  to  the  St.  Louis 
convention  in  1896.  Fie  takes  a deep  and  commend- 
able. interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
school  director  in  his  town.  Religiously  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Susquehanna,  of  which  he  is  one  of  rite 
trustees,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  popularitv 
has  brought  him  to  the  front  as  an  advocate  of  pure 
government.  He  is  strongly  opposed  to  monopolies 
in  trade,  where  the  few  control  everything,  and 
trusts  and  combines  meet  with  no  favor  in  his  judg- 
ment. He  is  a business  man  of  considerable  ability, 
and  is  well  qualified  to  fill  any  position  which  his 
party  may  impose  upon  him.  He  enjoys  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  and  his 
friends  are  many  throughout  the  county. 

THERON  L.  SMITH,  a representative  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Lawsville,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  born  at  his  present  home  July  19,  1842,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
the  county,  his  parents  being  Lambert  and  Margaret 
( Brown ) Smith.  His  father  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
Conn.,  in  November,  1799,  a son  of  Titus  and  Cla- 
rissa (Tuttle)  Smith.  The  grandfather,  also  a na- 
t tive  of  Connecticut,  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  as  early  as  1797,  in  company  with  five  broth- 
ers, Ephraim,  Russell.  Lyman,  Sylvester  and  Rav- 
mond,  who  located  in  Franklin  township,  each  pur- 
chasing from  100  to  200  acres  of  Mr.  Laws,  who 
owned  much  of  the  land  in  that  section. 

Titus  Smith  was  the  third  son  of  Ephraim 
Smith,  of  Cheshire.  New  Haven  Co..  Conn.,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  family  prompted  to  seek  a home  in 
the  wildernesss  of  Susquehanna  countv.  He  came 
to  this  region  in  a sled  drawn  bv  oxen,  the  best  con- 
veyance at  that  time,  as  the  roads  were  mere  paths 
through  the  forests.  After  selecting  a location  he 
returned  to  Connecticut  for  his  wife  and  child,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  here  thev  began  life  in 
true  pioneer  style.  He  was  a devout  Presbyterian, 
and  was  elected  elder  of  the  Church  at  New  Mil- 
ford, of  which  lie  was  011c  of  the  founders.  He  was 
also  very  benevolent,  giving  liberally  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  his  wife,  who  acted  well  her  part 
in  their  new  home,  always  found  time  to  visit  tile- 
sick  and  afflicted,  speaking  words  of  cheer  and  com- 
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fort.  Theirs  was  a long  and  happy  married  life, 
and  both  passed  peacefully  away  in  1 862,  within  a 
few  hours  pf  each  other.  In  their  family  were  sev- 
en children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
(1)  Lambert,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest.  (2)  Titus  married  Sarah  Green,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  first  located  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, but  some  years  later  removed  to  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
until  he  died,  leaving  two  sons  and  two  daughters — 
Fannie,  wife  of  Charles  Herrick,  of  Binghamton ; 
Cornelia;  Frank  W.,  a resident  of  Franklin  Hill, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  Henry,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  St.  Clair,  Mich.  (3)  Betsy,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Titus  Smith,  Sr.,  married  Philo  Smith, 
and  resided  near  Franklin  Forks.  (4)  Phyla  was 
the  wife  of  John  Green,  of  Franklin  township,  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  (5)  Anna  was  the  wife  of 
Charles  Warner,  of  the  same  township,  and  both  are 
also  deceased.  (6)  Sarah  J.  married  William  Green, 
of  Franklin  township.  (/)  Susan  married  William 
K.  Hatch,  of  Franklin  township. 

Lambert  Smith,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  in  Franklin  township,  and  received  a dis- 
trict-school education.  After  his  marriage  he  cleared 
and  improved  a farm  in  that  township,  on  which  he 
made  his  home  until  about  1835,  when  he  sold  the 
place  and  moved  to  Lawsville,  engaging  in  the  manu- 
facture of  potash  for  some  years.  He  also  pur- 
chased a farm  near  the  village,  upon  which  he  erect- 
ed a good  residence  and  made  many  other 
useful  and  valuable  improvements,  and  there  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in  1875.  He  was  \ 
an  active  and  successful  business  man,  a pronounced 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  most  efficiently  served 
as  postmaster  of  Lawsville  for  several  years.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  Presbyterians  in  religious 
faith,  and  devoted  their  lives  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church.  She  departed  this  life  in  June,  1875.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  five  children  who 
reached  years  of  maturity.  (1)  Juliette,  born  in 
Franklin  township,  was  educated  in  Harford  Uni- 
versity, and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Susquehanna  county  prior  to  her  marriage.  She 
wedded  John  C.  Trusdell,  who  studied  law  in  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  and  later  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession  in  Fond  du  Lac  and  Berlin, 
Wis.,  where  they  made  their  home.  In  the  latter  city 
both  died,  leaving  three  sons  who  are  still  liv- 
ing: Lambert  S.,  a resident  of  Des  Moines.  Iowa; 
Louis,  of  Savanna,  111. ; and  Harry  C.,  of  Berlin, 
Wis.  (2)  Malissa  A.,  born  in  Franklin  township, 
was  educated  in  the  higher  schools  of  Binghamton. 
N.  Y.,  and  Harford.  Penn.,  and  is  a most  refined 
and  accomplished  lady ; she  was  at  one  time  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  the  county.  As  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  she  has  always  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  Church  work.  ('3)  Edgar,  born  in  Frank- 
lin township,  received  a good  practical  education. 
He  wedded  Mary  A.  Smith,  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  later  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  until  his  death.  He  left  two  chil- 


dren: Dewitt,  now  a resident  of  Minnesota;  and 
Ada,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Wisconsin.  ( 4) 
Alonzo,  born  in  Franklin  township,  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  home  farm  and  married  Hannah 
Kingman,  a native  of  West  Virginia.  They  now 
reside  in  Medina,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  shoe  trade.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  F.,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Marquette,  Michigan. 

Theron  L.  Smith,  who  completes  the  family,- 
began  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  high  school  of  Montrose,  after  which 
he  assisted  his  father  in  business  until  after  the 
opening  of  the  Rebellion.  In  1862  he  enlisted, 
for  nine  months,  in  Company  C,  151st  P.  V.  I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  was  first  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Burnside, 
and  later  under  Gen.  Mead.  He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville,  after  which  he  was  taken 
ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Plarrisburg,  Penn.,  in  1863, 
and  returned  home. 

In  1868  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Johnston,  a daughter  of  Jerry 
and  Cornelia  Johnston,  of  Greene  county,  X.  Y., 
who  later  became  residents  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  Smith  brought  his 
bride  to  the  old  homestead  in  Lawsville,  where 
they  have  since  resided.  To  them  has  been  born 
one  son,  Louis,  now  a student  in  the  home  schools. 
Our  subject  has  been  employed  as  manager  and 
clerk  in  a general  store  in  Lawsville,  and  is  at  pres- 
1 ent  one  of  the  stockholders  in  and  secretary  of  the 
Lawsville  Creamery.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  has  held  the  offices  of  collec- 
tor and  constable  of  Liberty  township,  and  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  being 
first  elected  to  that  position  in  187S.  He  is  thor- 
oughly impartial  in  meting  out  justice,  his  opinions 
being  unbiased  by  either  fear  or  favor,  and  his  fidel- 
ity to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  is  above  question. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  Xo. 
338,  of  Great  Bend ; of  Southworth  Post  Xo.  222, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Lawsville ; and  of  the  Improved  Or- 
der of  Red  Men  at  Franklin  Forks.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Lawsville,  and  it  is,  therefore,  consistent 
that  he  be  represented  in  a work  whose  province 
is  the  portrayal  of  the  lives  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  county. 

ARTHUR  M.  W ILLIAMS,  a leading  agri- 
culturist of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  upon  his  present  farm,  April  2,  1854,  a 
son  of  Mortimer  and  Eliza  (Rounds)  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a direct  descendant  of  Roger 
Williams,  of  historic  fame,  who  was  born  in  De- 
cember, 1599.  in  Wales,  and  was  educated  for  the 
ministry,  graduating  from  Pembroke  College,  Cam- 
bridge, England.  On  February  22,  1632.  he  ar- 
rived at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  but  though  a minister  of 
the  Reformed  Church  he  was  banished  from  the 
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Colony  for  advocating  the  right  of  each  individual 
to  worship  God  in  his  own  way,  and  in  1636  he 
settled  at  Providence  Plantation,  now  Providence, 
R.  I.  A history  of  Providence  showing  cuts  of  his 
old  church  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject. 
Roger  Williams  died  in  16S3.  The  line  of  descent 
to  Arthur  M.  Williams  is  traced  through  his  son 
Daniel,  born  in  1642,  who  died  1712;  Joseph,  who 
was  killed  in  1739,  fighting  with  the  Indians  ; Benoni, 
born  in  1716;  who  died  in  1782;  Squire,  born  in 
17 53-  "'ho  died  in  1841  ; John  J..  born  in  1795,  who 
died  March  25,  . 1848;  and  Mortimer,  father  of  our 
subj  ect. 

John  J.  Williams  came,  in  1816,  with  several 
of  his  sisters,  from  Scituate,  R.  I..  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  Abigail  married  Pardon  Churchill, 
and  Bathsheba  became  the  wife  of  Williams  Church- 
ill, and  thev  and  their  children  were  active  and 
prominent  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  section. 
Air.  Williams  was  a shoemaker,  and  followed  his 
trade  for  several  years,  after  his  marriage,  however, 
settling  on  the  place  afterward  owned  by  his  son 
Mortimer,  where  he  engaged  successfully  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  On  June  20,  1S23.  he  married 
Esther  Dimmick,  daughter  of  Capt.  Edward  Dim- 
mick,  and  she  survived  him  until  1879,  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Children  as  follows 
blessed  this  union:  Mortimer  (who  occupied  the 
homestead),  Dimmick,  Edgar,  HafjyvL.  and  John 
J.  (of  Schuylkill  county),  Rev.  Benjamin  F.,  Emel- 
ine  (wife  of  Dy  K.  Oakley)  . and  Gulielma  (wife 
of  John  F.  Stewart) . 

Mortimer  Williams  was  born  March  18,  1824, 
in  Herrick  township.  ..Throughout  life  he  followed 
farming  with  good ' success,  became  quite  well-to- 
do,  and  was  honored  with  a number  of  township 
offices  which  he  most  creditably  filled,  including 
those  of  auditor,  clerk,  assessor,  supervisor  and 
school  director.  He  married,' December  2,  1846, 
Eliza  Rounds,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  and  of 
their  four  children':  Arthur  M.  is  the  only  one  now 
living;  Edgar  A.  died  February  1,  1864;  Rosa  B., 
January  30,  1864;  and  Raymond.  April  9,  1870. 
Mortimer  Williams  died  at  the  present  home  of  our 
subject,  February  23,  1894,.  agecT  si.^fy-nine  years, 
and  his- wife  passed  away  May  14,  1S92,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
the  Utiiondale  cemetery.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  '.-them. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  much 
•the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  upon  his  present  farm,  en- 
gaged in  agricu'lturahpursuits..  The  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  of  Iffs  place  plainly  indicates  that  lie 
thoroughly-  understands  his  chosen  calling,  and  he 
is  meeting  wth  excellent  success.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
served  as  school'  .director-  for  ten  years  and  town- 
ship auditor  for  fliC  past-year.  lie,  too,  is  a mem- 


ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  held  in  high 
1 regard  by  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

In  Uniondale,  October  4,  1876,  Mr.  Williams 
! was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  A.  Mills, 
j and  they  have  three  children : Rennie  M.,  born  Janu- 
j ary  25,  1879;  Hugh  T.,  born  November  11,  1882; 
j and  Delphine  E.,  born  October  20,  1889.  Mrs.  Will- 
\ iams  was  born  in  Uniondale.  November  17,  1855, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Trevenen  Mills, -an  extensive 
farmer  of  that  place,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall, 

! England,  December  18,  1827.  Her  paternal  grand- 
| parents,  William  and  Ann  (Trevenen)  Mills,  were 
j also  natives  of  England,  where  the  former  died  in 
[ 1830.  In  i860  the  grandmother  came  to  America 
and  made  her  home  with  her  children  in  Wayne 
| county,  Penn.,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son  Richard, 
| November  2,  1874.  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years 
j “nd  three  days,  and  was  buried  in  Pleasant  Mount 
j cemetery.  Her  children  were  as  follows:  William, 
; born  August  4,  1812,  died  in  Pleasant  Mount.  March 
I U JS93 ; Ann,  born  August  6,  1813,  married  John 
j Bowden,  and  is  now  deceased ; Catherine,  born 
January  13,  1815,  married  \\  illiam  Giles,  and  is  also 
deceased:  Henry,  born  September  18,  1816,  is  a 
farmer  in  England;  Betsy,  born  March  17,  1818, 
married  Richard  Phillips,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Thomas,  born  February  17,  1820,  died  in  England; 
John  and  Mary,  twins,  were  born  October  3,  1822, 
and  the  former  died  in  England,  while  the  latter 
married  R.  C.  Arthur,  and  died  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.;  Richard,  born  July  29,  1824,  is  a farmer  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county;  Emma,  born 
June  9,  1826,  is  the  widow  of  Francis  James,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township;  and  Trevenen  completes 
the  family. 

In  Cornwall,  England.  Trevenen  Mills  grew 
to  manhood,  and  was  married  in  St.  Breock  parish, 
January  5,  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Arthur,  also 
a native  of  Cornwall,  born  November  15,  1826,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Jane  Arthur,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  as  farming  people  in  England.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mills  had  the  following  children : Sarah 
J..  born  July  23,  1853.  is  the  wife  of  T.  P.  H.  Raynor, 

, teller  in  the  Miners  & Mechanics  Bank  of  Carbon- 
: dale,  Penn. ; Kate  A.,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  next 
j in  the  order  of  birth ; John  T.,  born  August  30, 
1857,  died  December  10,  1893.  married  Clara  E. 
L.’wis,  of  Uniondale:  and  Emma,  born  June  20. 
1862,  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  W.  Pierce,  a coal 
merchant  of  Ithaca.  New  York. 

The  wedding  journey  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills 
was  a voyage  to  the  United  States.  They  located 
I in  kit.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  worked  for  a farmer  one  year,  and  the  following 
year  rented  a farm  on  shares.  Pie  then  purchased  a 
part  of  his  present  farm  near  Uniondale.  paying  Si,- 
500  for  an  eighty-five-acre  tract.  Pie  paid  S500 
down,  and  the  remainder  within  nine  years,  before 
it  was  due.  He  now  has  a fine  farm  of  200  acres. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  has  served  as  school 
1 director  nine  years,  poormaster  at  intervals  for 


. 
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twenty  years,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  city 
council  since  Uniondale  was  organized  with  the 
exception  of  a few  years.  He  is  an  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
that  place,  and  has  served  as  elder  for  several  years. 

BRUCE  B.  BUFFUM  is  a merchant,  by  edu- 
cation and  by  natural  inclination.  His  father  built 
up  in  Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county,  a most 
profitable  mercantile  business,  and  his  trade  has 
been  assumed  and  greatly  enlarged  by  our  subject, 
who  ranks  as  one  of  the  successful  and  active  busi- 
ness men  of  Susquehanna  cotmtv. 

Mr.  Buffum  was  born  in  Friendsville,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1863,  son  of  William  and  Eliza  J.  (Rice) 
Buffum.  His  father  was  born  in  Apolacon  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  1829.  son  of  Robert 
and  Messina  Buffum.  who  migrated  to  the  township 
in  an  early  day  from  Connecticut.  Robert  Buffum 
was  a tax  payer  in  old  Choconut  township  I now 
Apolacon)  in  1815.  and  his  sons  David  and  Char.es 
were  tax  payers  in  Apolacon  in  1847. 

William  Buffum  had  meager  educational  advan- 
tages in  his  youth,  and  was  inured  to  toil  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  pioneer  life.  However,  he  attend- 
ed during  the  winter  months  such  schools  as  were 
conducted  in  the  locality,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  his  mental  attainments  were  stimulated  by  his 
marriage  to  Eliza  Rice.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Ezra  Rice,  one  of  the  first  school  teachers  in  I'or- 
est  Lake  township,  who  was  well  skilled  in  mathe- 
matics and  other  --branches  of  learning,  and  one  of 
the  finest  grammarians  in  the  county ; he  taught 
school  in  all  twenty-five  years,  for  a number  of 
winters  at  his  own  home,  there  being  no  school 
houses  in  the  vicinity.  Eliza  Rice,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  also  for  a number  of  years  a school 
teacher,  having  received  a good  education  from  her 
father. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  in  1853,  William  Buf- 
fum engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Apolacon 
township  in  a limited  way.  About  1857  he  removed 
to  Friendsville,  where  he  operated  a general  store 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1881.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  influence,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
a leader  in  the  affairs  of  that  party  in  Apolacon 
township.  He  held  many  of  the  local  offices  and 
was  unusually  popular  among  the  people.  Frater- 
nally he  was  a Free  Mason.  His  estimable  wife  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in  Union,  X.  Y..  in 
1898.  To  William  and  Eliza  Buffum  were  born 
six  children:  Helen,  the  eldest,  died  when  one  year 
old;  Isabel  was  first  married  to  George  M.  Keeler, 
and  subsequently  to  J.  Coughlin;  they  now  reside 
in  Binghamton.  X.  Y.  William  died  when  three 
years  old.  Bruce  L5. . our  subject,  was  the  fourth 
child.  George  L.,  horn  in  Friendsville  in  >869.  mar- 
ried Clara  Urister.  of  Birchardville.  where  he  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  mercantile  business,  and 
he  is  now  proprietor  of  a creamery  at  Union  Center, 
Broome  Co..  X.  Y. ; they  have  two  sons — Ira  and 
Allison.  Lorena,  the  youngest,  married  W.  D. 


! Gould,  proprietor  of  a large  creamery  at  Little 
Meadows. 

Bruce  B.  Buffman  was  reared  to  mercantile  life 
in  his  father's  store,  attending  school  during  the 
winter  months.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1881,  his  interests  were  managed  by  our  subject 
and  his  mother  until  the  former  attained  his  ma- 
jority, in  1884,  when  he  purchased  from  his  mother 
and  the  other  heirs  the  entire  business,  which  he 
has  since  carried  on  in  his  own  name.  He  has  pros- 
pered, conducting  the  business  on  sound  principles, 
and  he  now  carries  an  extensive  stock  of  goods. 

Mr.  Buffum  was  married,  in  September.  1887, 
to  Miss  Gussie  Doud,  who  was  born  in  1862  in 
1 Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Emeline  Doud,  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  received  a liberal  education  in  the  schools  of 
Wyoming  and  Susquehanna  counties.  She  is  one  of 
a family  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom — Milo 
(a  resident  of  Bloomsburg,  X.  J.),  Jacob  la  resi- 
dent of  San  Francisco,  Cal.)  and  Gussie — survive. 
Milo  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  in  1862, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  D,  nth  Regiment 
Penn.  Yol.  Cav.,  2d  Brigade,  Kautz’  Cav.  Div., 
Army  of  the  James,  and  took  part  in  eight  battles: 
Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  October  7:  Fair  Oaks, 
October  13;  Seven  Pines,  October  27;  Xew  Market 
Heights,  December  10,  1864;  Dinwiddie  Court 

House,  April  1 : Deep  Creek,  April  6;  Amlie  Court 
House.  April  6,  and  Appomattox  Court  House, 
April  9,  1865.  Lorenzo,  one  of  the  deceased 

brothers  of  Mrs.  Buffum,  belonged  to  the  same 
company  and  regiment,  and  was  in  the  battles, 
first  and  second,  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  June  16, 
1864;  on  the  Wilson  Raid,  two  battles  being 
fought ; and  in  many  other  engagements ; he  died 
while  in  the  service,  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consists  of 
four  children:  William  W.,  born  August  25.  1888; 

Harry  H.,  born  Xovember  19.  1892:  Charles  C., 
born  October  31,  1896,  who  died  August  24.  1899, 
aged  two  vears  and  nine  months:  and  Frederick 
! F.,  born  August  2,  1898.  Mrs.  Buffum  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Buffum  owns  a large  amount  of  real  estate 
in  the  town  of  Friendsville,  as  well  as  farm  land  in 
Susquehanna  county.  For  the  past  three  years  he 
ha-  been  engaged  in  buying  all  kinds  of  live  stock, 
which  he  ships  to  Xew  York  and  to  Xewark.  X.  J. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  never  aspired  to  politi- 
cal preferment,  but  his  name  has  been  carried  a 
number  of  times  by  his  friends  to  conventions  for 
various  countv  offices,  and  on  August  23.  1899.  at 
the  Democratic  convention,  he  was  nominated  for 
the  position  of  county  recorder,  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  325.  though  the  county  is 
Republican  by  [.500.  He  is  the  first  Democrat 
elected  to  this  incumbency  since  the  war.  and  no 
further  comment  on  his  popularity  is  necessary. 
He  has  capably  filled  a number  of  local  offices  in 
his  town,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board. 
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Mr.  Buffum  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  in  his  section  of  the  county,  and  his 
reputation  is  that  of  an  upright  and  honorable  citi- 
zen. His  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  have  ever 
been  characterized  by  fairness,  and  he  holds  the 
high  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

THOMAS  KNAPP,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Preston  township,  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wayne  county, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Starrucca,  May  26,  1841.  His 
parents,  William  and  Julia  (Hine)  Knapp,  had  three 
sons  who  responded  to  their  country’s  call  for  aid 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  the  others 
being  Ira,  who  was  killed  in  front  of  Petersburg; 
and  John,  who  was  wounded  in  the  service. 

In  1861  Thomas  Knapp  enlisted  in  Capt.  Oliver 
Mumford’s  Company,  which  was  raised  in  Star- 
rucca and  vicinity,  and  became  a part  of  the  56th  P. 
V.  I.  In  three  different  battles  he  was  wounded, 
once  in  the  right  shoulder,  and  at  another  time  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Rebels,  who  at  the  end  of  the 
first  week  of  captivity  took  him  to  Columbia,  S.  C. 
From  there  he  was  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  after 
being  paroled  rejoined  his  regiment.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Rappahannock  Station,  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Gainesville,  Groveton,  Second  Bull 
Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam  (first  and  second), 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  the  Wilderness, 
the  seven-days  fight,  and  other  engagements  in  which 
his  regiment  took  part.  Col.  Osborn  and  other 
comrades  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of 
his  bravery  and  valor  on  the  battlefield. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  Air.  Knapp  mar- 
ried Airs.  M.  C.  Thurston,  widow  of  Henry  Thurs- 
ton, who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country,  leaving 
one  son,  Frank.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Jennie,  now  the  wife  of  Howard  Wolfe,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Frederick  D„  of  Preston. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr. 
Knapp  married  Miss  Phebe  Carpenter,  a daughter 
of  John  Carpenter,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
by  this  union  Air.  Knapp  also  has  two  children. 

Although  our  subject  still  suffers  from  the 
wounds  received  in  the  army,  he  is  always  cheerful, 
and  his  genial,  pleasant  disposition  wins  for  him 
the  friendship  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a promin- 
ent member  of  Capt.  Oliver  Alumford  Post,  No. 
3 73.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Starrucca,  and  in  politics  is  an 
ardent  Republican. 

X AAAI  AX  AI.  TIXGLEY,  the  genial  proprie- 
tor of  the  hotel  at  Hopbottom,  and  one  of  its  most 
estimable  citizens,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Susquehanna 
county.  His  great-grandfather,  Elkana  Tinglev, 
was  born  in  1760,  son  of  Thomas  and  Alartha  Ting- 
ley,  and  migrated  with  his  family  in  1795  from 
Attleboro,  Alass.,  locating  on  200  acres  of  land  in 
Harford  township,  adjoining  the  Nine  Partners 
75 


| settlement.  He  died  in  1838.  His  eldest  son, 
Darius  Tingley,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
I ried  -Miss  Sabra  Yoemans,  and  settled  on  fifty  acres 
of  the  homestead,  to  which  he  afterward  made  large 
additions,  becoming  a prominent  general  farmer 
of  Harford  township.  He  died  in  1839,  leaving  a 
family  of  nine  children : Calista,  who  married  Luke 
Bennett,  of  Lenox  township;  Xaaman,  of  Harford 
township;  Philena,  wife  of  Hazard  Powers,  of  Gib- 
son; Freeman,  of  Flarford;  Truman,  of  Harford; 
Almon,  father  of  our  subject,  born  Alay  ' 2,  1814; 

I Alelia,.  wife  of  Rufus  Russell,  of  Tunkhannock; 

I Sabra  C.,  wife  of  Timothy  Carpenter,  of  South  Gib- 
| son ; and  Sally  Charlotte,  wife  of  Joseph  Oakley, 
of  Brooklyn. 

Almon  Tingley  married  Alary  E.  Scovell,  who 
I was  born  in  Harford  township  in  1815.  He  be- 
came an  extensive  farmer  of  Harford  township, 
owning  a farm  of  200  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  died  April  20,  1894,  when  nearly 
| eighty  years  of  age.  To  Almon  and  Alary  Tingley 
j were  born  eight  children,  namely : Rosalia,  who 

J married  Wesley  Reese,  of  Hopbottom,  and  is  now 
deceased ; Scovell,  who  lived  at  Unadilla,  X’.  Y., 
! and  is  now  deceased;  Xaaman  AI.,  subject  of  this 
j sketch ; Stephen,  a merchant  of  Great  Bend ; D.  D., 
j who  for  many  years  conducted  a hotel  in  New  York 
I State,  and  now  resides  at  Hopbottom ; James  C.,  a 
j farmer  of  Nicholson,  Penn.;  Alice,  wife  of  Edgar 
i \ an  Loan,  of  Harford ; and  Alary  Eugenia,  who 
1 died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Harford  township 
February  5»  1841,  was  reared  in  that  township,  and 
! received  a good  common-school  education,  remain- 
ing at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
1 when  he  began  farming  for  himself.  He  was  mar- 
I ried,  in  Lenox  township,  April  1,  1870,  to  Caroline 
Van  Loan,  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Van  Loan, 
j of  New  York,  and  their  family  consists  of  two  chi  1— 
j dren — Rosalia,  born  June  13,  1875,  and  Rual  D., 
born  December  25,  1880.  In  1880  our  subject  pur- 
j chased  a well-improved  farm  of  thirty-six  acres  in 
Lenox  township,  where  he  lived  for  five  years,  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  He  was  then  employed 
for  three  years  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad.  In  1898  he  removed  to  Hopbot- 
tom, renting  of  Air.  Tennet,  of  Clark's  Summit. 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  the  hotel  in  that  village, 
j where  he  has  been  favored  with  a liberal  patronage. 

I possessing  as  he  does  those  admirable  and  genial 
I traits  which  to  the  hotel  proprietor  are  almost  in- 
I valuable.  Fie  is  also  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member  of 
Harford  Lodge  No.  635,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  also 
been  a prominent  member  of  the  local  Grange. 

AAIASA  ROBERTS,  a wide-awake  and  ener- 
j gctic  farmer  of  Bridgewater  township,  has  spent 
| his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  oc- 
[ curring  in  Dimock  township,  October  11,  1847.  He 
1 is  a representative  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer 


. 
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families,  his  grandfather,  Horatio  Roberts,  having 
located  in  Dimock  township  when  this  region  was  al- 
most a vast  wilderness  and  was  the  haunt  of  many 
wild  beasts.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  cleared 
and  developed  a farm  which  became  the  homestead 
of  the*  family.  He  was  born  in  one  of  the  Xew  Eng- 
land States,  and  married  a Miss  Wells,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children,  namely:  Sallie,  Charles,  Ada- 
line  Eliza,  Elorace  and  William. 

Charles  Roberts,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Dimock  township,  and  was 
there  reared  to  habits  of  honesty,  industry  and 
thrift.  He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  land 
and  placing  it  under  cultivation,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage came  into  possession  of  part  of  the  farm,  on 
which  he  and  his  wife  made  their  home  until  called 
to  their  final  rest.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican,  and  he  always  took  an  act- 
ive and  commendable  interest  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  the 
country  at  large.  In  early  life  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Shelp,  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Shelp,  who  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  Five  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  of  whom  Amasa  is  the  eldest;  Arietta  is 
the  wife  of  Canfield  Estus,  of  Jessup  township; 
Cyrus  is  a resident  of  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Frederick  lives  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship ; and  Alice,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Henry 
Quick.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight,  honored  arid  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them. 

In  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of 
his  day  Amasa  Roberts  spent  his  early  life,  receiv- 
ing a fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
county.  On  January  24.  1871,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  F.  Stone,  of  Bridgewa- 
ter township,  whose  parents,  Apollo  and  Eavina 
(Root)  Stone,  made  their  home  in  Montrose ; they 
were  earnest,  consistent  Christian  people.  Their 
family  numbered  three  children : Harry,  a resident 

of  Bridgewater,  Penn.;  Amelia,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Hannon,  a resident  of  Montrose.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  one  son,  Charles,  who  was  born 
September  3,  1871,  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  on  December  24,  1892,  married  Lovina  Lina- 
berry,  a daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sarah  C.  (Lott) 
Linaberry,  of  Rush  township.  He  was  elected  tax 
collector  in  that  township  in  1897,  to  serve  six 
years,  and  is  now  acceptably  filling  the  office  of  con- 
stable. to  which  he  has  been  elected  for  six  years. 
For  three  years  he  was  a member  of  Companv  G, 
13th  X.,  G.  P.,  and  was  on  duty  during  the  Home- 
stead riots.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Eva  In..,  who  is  a daughter  of  his  sister, 
Alice  A.  Quick. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Roberts  located  in  the 
southern  part  of  Bridgewater  township,  where  in 
1893  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  known  as  the 
Montrose  and  Bridgewater  asylum  farm.  It  is 


pleasantly  located  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
Montrose,  and  contains  127  acres  of  well-improved 
and  highly-cultivated  land.  There  is  a good  frame 
residence  upon  the  place,  substantial  barns  and  out- 
buildings, together  with  all  the  other  accessories  and 
conveniences  found  upon  a model  nineteenth  century 
farm.  Here  Mr.  Roberts  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  is  meeting  with  a well- 
merited  success  in  his  undertakings.  As  the  eldest 
child,  when  his  father  died  it  became  his  duty  to 
look  after  the  mother  and  younger  children,  which 
he  cheerfully  did.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a Republican,  and  he  is  now  filling  the  office  of  su- 
pervisor of  his  township,  which  he  has  held  for  two 
terms,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  public. 

CHARLES  G.  WIRTH.  Our  German-bcrn 
citizens  are  usually  models  of  thrift  and  enterprise, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  Xew  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  an  excellent  example,  his  fine  farm  near 
Xew  Milford  village  having  been  acquired  through 
his  own  industry  and  careful  management.  It  is 
beautifully  located  on  a hill,  commanding  a charm- 
ing view,  and  contains  133  acres  of  land,  all  well 
adapted  to  general  farming. 

Mr.  Wirth  was  born  September  12.  1855.  in 
Baden,  Germany,  where  his  ancestors  in  both  lines 
have  resided  for  many  generations.  Jacob  Wirth, 
his  father,  was  a farmer  in  Baden,  where  he  died  in 
1870,  aged  forty-four  years.  His  first  wife,  Cath- 
erine (Lights),  our  subject's  mother,  died  in  1857. 
aged  twenty-four,  and  he  then  married  her  sister 
Elizabeth.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren : Elizabeth,  who  married  Jacob  Fogle,  a butch- 
er, and  died  in  Carlsruhe,  Germany,  in  1898 : Jacob, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years : and  Charles  G., 
our  subject.  There  were  also  three  children  by  the 
second  union,  namely:  Barbara  (wife  of  Charles 

Reinholz),  Frederick  (a  baker  by  trade),  and  Ja- 
cob, all  now  living  in  Germany. 

Our  subject  was  seventeen  and  one-half  years 
old  when  he  left  home  to  come  to  America,  and  he 
had  no  capital  except  his  ability  and  energy.  The 
ocean  voyage  lasted  thirteen  days,  and  the  ship  Ire 
came  in  recently  sank  with  about  1 .300  people  on 
board.  On  landing  in  New  York  Mr.  Wirth  spent 
a short  time  in  looking  at  points  of  interest,  and 
then  went  to  Xewark,  X.  J.,  to  take  a position  as 
a clerk  in  a grocery  store  for  an  uncle,  Charles. 
Wirth.  Finding  the  business  too  confining,  he  gave 
it  up  after  three  months,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  finding  employment  on  the  farm  of  Freder- 
ick Miller,  of  Brooklyn  township,  with  whom  he 
remained  six  months,  receiving  Sio  per  month. 
Realizing  the  value  of  an  education,  he  attended 
school  during  the  following  \\  inter,  and  for  four 
years  he  was  employed  eight  months  in  the  year  bv 
different  farmers,  spending  the  winter  season  in 
school.  During  the  second  year  he  worked  for 
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James  Sterling'  (now  deceased),  and  he  then  spent 
one  season  with  Daniel  Westbrook,  two  with  Fred- 
erick Jewett,  one  with  Nathan  Jewett,  a broth- 
er, and  one  with  William  Curtis.  He  continued  to 
work  as  a farm  laborer  until  1880.  when  he  pur- 
chased sixty  acres  of  his  present  homestead,  his 
subsequent  additions  being  made  as  his  means 
would  allow.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and 
is  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  dairying,  of  which 
he  makes  a success.  He  is  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  for  the  past  six  years  has  held  the  office 
of  township  auditor.  Flis  influence  can  be  relied 
upon  in  aid  of  any  progressive  movement,  and  he 
is  especially  interested  in  educational  affairs.  In 
October,  1877,  Mr.  Wirth  made  a visit  to  his  old 
home  and  friends  in  Germany,  returning  the  fol- 
lowing January. 

On  March  18,  1880,  our  subject  was  married, 
at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Eliza  G.  Warner,  and 
three  children  have  blessed  the  union,  viz.:  Jen- 

nie K..  born  January  27.  1881  ; George  P.,  born  July 
20,  18S4;  and  Louise  M.,  horn  July  11,  1893.  The 
family  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  but  Mr.  Wirth 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  although  no 
society  of  that  denomination  exists  in  his  vicinity. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Warner)  Wirth  is  a member  of  a 
well-known  pioneer  family,  her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Timothy  and  Lydia  (Platt)  Warner,  having 
came  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day,  to  set- 
tle upon  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  ; Her  father,  Ansel  Warner,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  there  for  many  years,  but  his 
last  days  were  spent  in  retirement  at  the  home  of 
our  subject,  his  death  occurring  March  21,  1893, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
J.  Cook,  a native  of  New  York  State,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Harry  Cook  (wllo  settled  some  vears  later 
in  Jackson  township.  Susquehanna  county)  and’ his 
wife,  Eliza  Grover,  who  died  in  New  York  State. 
Mrs.  Mary  Warner  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church ; her  death  occurred  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  Susquehanna  county,  October  7.  1889, 
when  she  was  aged  fiftv-five  vears  and  ten  months. 
She  was  buried  in  a cemetery  in  that  township, 
where  her  husband’s  remains  were  also  taken  for 
interment.  Mrs.  Wirth,  who  was  born  August  26. 
1854,  in  Bridgewater  township,  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Lillice 

E.,  wife  of  Bennett  Freeman,  a fanner  in  Bridge- 
water  township;  Edison  M.,  who  died  October  12, 
1887:  and  Gordon  D.,  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

RALPH  F.  HOWARD  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  representative  citizens  of  Thompson,  and  is  now 
acceptably  serving  as  justice  of 'the  peace  in  that 
village.  He  takes  quite  an  active  and  influential 
part  in  political  affairs,  and  whether  in  public  or 
private  life,  he  is  always  a courteous,  genial  gentle- 
man. well  deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
held. 


Mr.  Floward  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N. 

; Y.,  April  10,  1846,  a son  of  Francis  and  Emma 
( Mosher)  Howard,  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State,  the  former  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1815, 
the  latter  in  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1826.  The 
I father  was  descended  from  an  old  New  England 
family  and  was  a son  of  Noah  Howard,  who  lived 
in  Vermont  and  died  in  young  manhood.  In  his 
family  were  seven  children:  Prancis,  Noah,  Fred- 

rick, Angeline,  Adaline,  Jane  and  Alice.  Francis  was 
a well  educated  man  and  for  many  years  a promi- 
nent teacher  and  professor  in  the  higher  graded 
schools.  He  also  served  as  county  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  for  one  term. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  a wife 
| and  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Mon- 
j roe  county,  N.  Y.  They  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

; Frederick,  who  is  engaged  in  putting  down  artesian 
j wells,  married  a Miss  McCullom,  of  Michigan, 
where  they  now  reside,  and  they  have  five  children 
. — Bert,  Frank,  Nina,  Ernest  and  Daisy.  (2)  Wal- 
lace, a sailor  on  the  ocean,  was  in  California  when 
; last  heard  from,  ten  years  ago.  (3)  Helen  mar- 
ried E.  Hartshorn,  of  Monroe  county  N.  Y.,  where 
she  died.  (4)  Mary  married  S.  O.  Shoemaker, 
of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now  engaged 
; in  business  as  an  electrician  in  Waverly,  that  State, 
and  they  have  three  sons — Lewis,  Fred  and  Frank 
Ralph  F.  Howard,  who  completes  the  family, 
passed  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  his 
I native  county,  principally  as  a student  in  the  com- 
i mon  schools.  He  then  entered  the  Union  army 
as  a member  of  Battery  F.  3rd  Pennsylvania 
I Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt.  John  A.  Blake  and 
Col.  Joseph  Roberts.  The  regiment  being  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  James,  he  participated  in  the 
sieges  of  Suffolk  and  Smithfield.  but  was  on  de- 
tached duty  most  of  the  time.  In  'October,  1864, 
he  was  attached  to  Company  C,  188th  P.  Y.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  Lewis  Ull,  and  his  first  engagement  after 
joining  that  command  was  the  battle  at  Chapman 
farm.  Fie  was  then  on  picket  duty  at  that  place 
until  March,  1865.  when  the  regiment  marched  to 
Fredericksburg  and  with  their  brigade  took  part  in 
a battle  before  Richmond.  They  were  also  in  a 
number  of  skirmishes  and  were  on  provost  duty  after 
Lee's  surrender  until  June.  18G5.  The  regiment 
j guarded  Jefferson  Davis  and  other  Rebel  prisoners 
! after  the  close  of  the  war.  remaining  at  Camp  Ham- 
ilton until  September,  when  our  subject  was  as- 
| signed  to  Company  I7,  which  was  detailed  to  take 
j charge  of  the  freedman’s  bureau,  and  were  stationed 
| most  of  the  time  at  Yorktown.  They  were  mus- 
tered out  at  Fortress  Monroe.  November  9.  1865. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Howard  came  to  Wavmart, 
j Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  learned  the  wagon- 
I maker's  trade,  and  continued  to  work  at  the  same 
at  that  place  until  18645,  when  he  removed  to  Star- 
| rucca.  the  same  county.  Later  he  worked  at  his 
j trade  in  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
I York  for  some  time.  In  1876  he  married  Miss 
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Amanda  Brown,  a daughter  of  Elisha  and  Maria 
Brown,  who  belonged  to  prominent  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county.  She  was 
born  in  1846,  was  educated  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Wayne  county,  and  for  twenty-seven  terms  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools. 
By  her  marriage  to  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Estelle,  born  in  Jackson, 
in  November,  1879.  She  attended  the  graded 
schools  of  Thompson  and  Starrucca,  where  she  was 
graduated,  and  is  now  a student  at  Wyoming  Sem- 
inary, Kingston,  Penn.,  and  she  is  a young  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  quite  popular  in  social 
circles. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  commenced  married  life 
in  Jackson,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1882,  our  subject  being  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  . In  that  year  they  removed  to 
Starrucca,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  also 
followed  farming  until  coming  to  Thompson  in 
1894.  For  a year  and  a half  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Under- 
wood & Howard,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  sold 
his  interest  in  the  business  in  order  to  give  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  his  official  duties,  having 
been  elected  councilman  and  collector  of  the  bor- 
ough. He  is  still  filling  those  offices  in  a most  cred- 
itable and  satisfactory  manner,  and  since  1898  has 
also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  di- 
rector. He  is  also  mercantile  appraiser  for  Susque- 
hanna county.  In  business  affairs  he  has  met  with 
well  deserved  success  and  is  the  owner  of  consider- 
able property.  In  1896  he  purchased  the  Searle 
home  in  Thompson,  one  of  the  handsome  and  pala- 
tial homes  of  that  town,  and  also  owns  real  estate  in 
Starrucca  and  Susquehanna.  Politically  he  is  a 
pronounced  Republican,  and  'socially  is  a member 
of  Freedom  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M„  of  Jackson.  He  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Thompson,  and  are  charitable  and  benevolent, 
the  poor  and  needy  always  finding  in  them  a friend. 
Pleasant  and  genial  at  all  times,  Mr.  Howard  has 
become  one  of  the  most  popular  and  prominent  men 
of  his  town. 

J.  PARKER  DEVINE.  Among  the  promi- 
nent ana  influential  citizens  of  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  there  is  probably  none  who  en- 
joys in  a greater  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  men  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  article. 

Mr.  Devine  was  born  on  a farm  adjoining  that 
on  which  he  now  resides,  March  19,  1829,  a son  of 
George  and  Susan  (Haverlv)  Devine,  the  former 
a native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  also 
born  in  that  State.  They  became  acquainted  and 
w<  ,e  married  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  the 
reman  der  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  He  served  as  a private  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  died  in  March,  1882,  aged  eighty- 


1 seven  years,  his  wife  in  November,  1847,  aged  fifty- 
two  years.  Their  children  were  Mary  A.,  deceased 
; wife  of  Daniel  Seely;  Daniel  H.,  deceased,  who  mar- 
. ried  Eliza  Lott;  Sally,  widow  of  Smith  James,  a 
farmer  of  Rush  tow-nship ; John,  deceased,  who  first 
married  Lucy  White,  and  second  Hulda  White ; J. 
Parker,  our  subject;  Norman,  a farmer  of  Forest 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  married 
Betsy  A.  Carter ; and  George  W.,  a fanner  of  Rush 
township,  who  married  Adeline  Whittaker.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Michael  and 
Polly  Devine,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  New  York  State,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  about  1829,  a few  years  after  their  son 
George  located  here.  The  grandfather  died  in  1832. 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  children  were  William, 
Jacob,  George  (father  of  our  subject),  Hiram,  John, 
Henry,  Samuel,  and  Polly  (who  first  married  a Mr. 
Fryer,  and  second  a Mr.  Spearback). 

L'ntil  attaining  his  majority  J.  Parker  Devine 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  as  an  agriculturist,  to  which 
pursuit  he  had  been  reared.  He  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  comprising  130  acres,  which  he  has  since 
placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  suc- 
cessfully operated.  He  has  prospered  in  his  chosen 
calling,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  community.  He  has  been 
honored  with  a number  of  official  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  having  served  as  auditor,  three 
years ; assessor,  four  years ; and  school  director  and 
supervisor,  three  years  each.  In  political  sentiment 
he  is  a Republican,  and  in  his  Church  relations  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 

In  1850  Mr.  Devine  was  married,  in  Rush,  to 
Miss  Hannah  Deuel,  a native  of  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  countv,  who  died  February  24, 
1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Her’ par- 
ents, Ira  and  Sophia  (Stoddard)  Deuel,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  and  in  an 
early  day  came  to  Susquehanna  countv,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  By  this  marriage  our 
subject  had  two  children:  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife 
of  William  Tupper,  an  auctioneer  of  W'oodbine, 
Iowa;  and  George,  a speculator  of  Wayne,  Ne- 
braska. 

Mr.  Devine  was  again  married,  at  Springville, 
Susquehanna  county,  August  30,  1862,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Marv  Terry,  and  to  them 
ha\  e been  born  four  children,  namelv : Emma,  now 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Edwards,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake 
township:  John,  a fanner  of  Rush  township,  who 
married  Blcnnie  Abbot;  Sarah,  wife  of  Calvin  Kin- 
ney, a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  and  Olin,  who  married  Edith  Warner,  and 
lives  on  the  home  farm  with  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Devine  was  born  in  Rush  township.  December  16, 
1845,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Deuel) 
Terry,  natives  of  Rush  and  Forest  Lake  townships, 
respectively.  The  father  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
one  farm,  was  a man  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
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munity,  and  held  a number  of  township  offices.  He 
died  in  February,  1898,  aged  eightv-two  years,  the 
mother  April  5,  1898,  aged  seventy-five,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Snyder  s cemetery,  Rush  town- 
ship. They  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Their  children  were  Mary,  wife  of 
our  subject;  William,  who  married  Elizabeth  Mil- 
lard, and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; and  Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried Mamie  Dewers,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Mrs.  Devine’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Ichabod  and  Lucy  (Metcalf)  Terry. 

LINFORD  MARSH  (deceased).  Few  men  in 
Stroudsburg  have  enjoyed  the  popularity  which 
brightened  the  pathway  of  this  in  his  lifetime  ex- 
cellent citizen,  who  was  serving  as  tax  collector  of 
that  borough  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Although 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  the  town  is  as 
strongly  Republican,  his  majority  at  the  last  election 
exceeded  the  entire  number  of  votes  cast  for  his  op- 
ponent, and  at  different  times  he  was  elected  to  im- 
portant offices  in  the  city  and  county.  At  one  time 
he  ranked  among  the  wealthy  men  of  his  localitv; 
and  while  much  of  his  fortune  had  been  lost, 
through  no  fault  of  his  own,  his  influence,  which  was 
founded  upon  his  sterling  qualities  of  character, 
was  undiminished. 

Mr.  Marsh  came  of  a good  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  in  which  the  German  language  Is  commonly 
spoken  even  down  to  this  day,  and  was  of  German 
descent.  Abraham  Marsh,  tne  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Northampton 
county,  where  he  died  aged  between  eighty  and 
ninety  years.  His  first  wife  died  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Isaac.  Abraham,  John,  George, 

Sally  and  Catherine.  By  a second  marriage  there 
were  two  children : Samuel,  a resident  of  Strouds- 
burg; Anne,  deceased. 

Isaac  Marsh,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
about  1795’  at  the  old  homestead  in  Northampton 
county,  now  a portion  of  Alonroe  county.  He  be- 
came the  owner  of  a large  farm  in  that  section,  and 
for  many  years  conducted  a blacksmith  shop  at  the 
neighboring  village  of  Kellersville.  He  established 
a foundry  for  the  manufacture  of  plows  and  mill 
gearing,  and  as  there  were  few  factories  of  anv  sort 
his  work  as  a blacksmith  included  many  things  not 
now  usuallv  included  in  that  trade.  He  made  a 
specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  edge  tools,  and  the 
various  departments  of  his  shop  "kept  three  fur- 
naces constantly  in  use.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  he  became  an  admirer  of  Horace 
Greeley,  and  finally  joined  the  Republicans.  Dur- 
ing the  Know-Nothing  movement  lie  affiliated  with 
that  party.  Until  his  marriage  he  was  connected 
with  the  Reformed  Church,  but  later  he  united  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged. 
He  died  in  the  spring  of  186^,  and  his  wife,  Alary 
C.  Williams,  who  was  also  born  in  what  is  now 
Monroe  county,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 


They  had  twelve  children:  Sally  (deceased),  for- 
merly the  wife  of  George  Rafe ; Susan,  widow  of 
Joseph  Fenner;  John  (deceased)  ; Linford,  our  sub- 
ject (deceased)  ; Rosanna,  who  married  James  Mil- 
ler (now  deceased)  ; Alary  Ann,  who  married  Reu- 
ben Russell ; Amos,  a resident  of.  Carbon  county, 
Penn. ; Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Edward  Stof- 
lert;  Sophia  (deceased),  who  married  George 
Stucker;  Isaac  (deceased)  ; and  Joseph  and  Jerome, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  12,  1822,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Alonroe  county  (then  North- 
ampton). The  subscription  schools  of  that  day 
afforded  him  his  only  educational  opportunities,  and 
as  a young  boy  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  blacksmith  shop.  As  he  grew  older  he 
was  employed  in  hauling  lumber  from  a tract  of 
land  belonging  to  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  began  working  in  the  foundry,  where  he 
spent  seven  or  eight  years.  In  the  meantime  his 
brother  John  had  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Fennersville,  now  Sciota,  and  our  subject  after 
clerking  for  him  one  winter  formed  a partnership  in 
1847.  About  1850  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
there,  and  he  continued  in  business  until  1859.  when 
he  sold  out  and  invested  in  land.  He  had  previously 
been  interested  in  real-estate  transactions,  and  in 
1856  he  went  up  the  Lehigh  river  to  Luzerne  county 
and  gave  to  Jay  Gould  sixty  acres  of  land  at  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Gouldsboro.  Air.  Alarsh 
was  always  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  i860  was  ap- 
pointed, under  President  Buchanan's  administration, 
to  the  office  of  marshal,  nis  special  duty  being  to 
take  the  census  of  Alonroe  county.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  sheriff,  and  after  serving  one  term  he  took 
charge  of  “Hotel  Burnett.”  at  Stroudsburg,  which 
he  conducted  five  years,  making  it  Headquarters  tor 
the  local  Democracy.  He  built  a large  brick  house 
at  considerable  cost  and,  a panic  arising,  he  sustained 
a serious  loss.  For  a time  he  was  connected  with 
the  Stroudsburg  Bank  as  a director,  and  in  1875 
was  elected  countv  treasurer,  a position  which  he 
held  one  term.  In  1880  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  eight 
years,  but  then  met  with  severe  reverses  on  ac- 
count of  some  notes  which  he  had  indorsed  for 
other  parties  who  left  them  for  him  to  pay.  About 
1888  he  was  elected  tax  collector  for  the  borough, 
and  held  that  office  continuously,  the  crying  of  all 
land  tax  sales  being  among  his  duties.  For  six  years, 
till  1898,  he  served  as  jury  commissioner's  clerk. 
Air.  Alarsh  married  Aliss  Catherine  Ann  Weiss, 
who  was  born  in  Alonroe  county  in  1827.  and  they 
have  had  two  sons:  Alilton.  deceased:  and  Howard 
W.,  who  resides  at  home.  Air.  Alarsh.  as  is  his 
widow,  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  always  took  much  interest  in  religious  work. 
He  died  February  4.  1899.  and  the  large  attend- 
ance at  the  funeral  testified  to  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  bv  his  fellow  citizens:  the  majority  of 
the  stores  in  the  town  were  closed  during  the  serv- 


- 


. 


1190 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ices.  Mr.  Alarsh  was  a member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num and  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  after  leaving 
the  house  Barger  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  took  charge, 
many  members  of  that  body  following  the  remains 
to  their  last  resting  place,  in  Stroudsburg  cemetery. 

LEVI  F.  BEXXETT,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a representative  of  a well-known 
family  of  that  locality,  born  March  4,  1832,  in  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  son  of  James 
Bennett. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when  he  engaged 
in  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  At  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
has  continued  to  operate,  and  in  1896  he  purchased 
the  place  from  his  father.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem. On  July  22,  1854,  he  married  Miss  Julia  M. 
Coon,  and  they  have  had  seven  children:  (1) 

James,  born  August  26,  1855,  died  December  20, 
1886.  (2)  Charles,  born  April  13,  1859,  married 

Julia  Hayden,  and  resides  in  L'niondale,  Penn.  (3) 
Almirian,  born  in  1861,  died  when  three  years  of 
age.  (4)  Ann,  born  in  August,  1863,  died  when 
eight  or  nine  years  of  age.  (5)  Xora.  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1865,  married  Frank  Coil,  and  died  August 
25,  1886.  (6)  Jerry  E.,  born  April  22,  1874,  re- 

sides at  the  old  homestead.  He  married,  June  19, 
!895,  Miss  Libbie  \ (Jung,  and  has  one  son.  Leon  AT. 
(7)  Mary,  twin  of  Jerry,  married  Bruce  Belcher,  a 
farmer  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  countv, 
and  has  two  children.  Wiles  E.  and  Ella  E. 

Mrs.  Julia  M.  Bennett  is  a member  of  a well- 
known  family,  and  was  born  January  5,  1835.  in 
Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  countv.  Her  par- 
ents, Sylvester  and  Juhann  (Dart)  Coon,  were  na- 
tives of  Roxburv.  Coi>jt.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  at  an  early  day  to  engage  in  agriculture, 
locating  first  in  Herrick  township,  and  later  in  Gib- 
son township.  The  mother  died  there  in  1859,  aged 
fifty-four  years,  and  in  1870  the  father  went  to 
Illinois,  where  he  died  aged  about  sixtv-four  vears. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Spencer,  a re- 

tired wheelwright,  residing  in  Iowa;  Abraham,  who 
died  in  Binghamton,  X’.  Y. : Candace,  who  married 
William  Maxson,  and  died  in  Kansas;  George, 
who  died  in  Kansas;  Harriet,  who  married  Charles 
Halstead,  a carpenter  at  Scranton,  Penn.;  Julia  M., 
wife  of  our  subject:  Xelson,  a dealer  in  musical  in- 
struments, residing  in  Wisconsin  ; and  Emily,  who 
married  Jerrard  Tiffany,  and  died  in  Lenox  town- 
ship. Susquehanna  county. 

The  Youxr,  Family  became  ideiftified  with 
this  section  at  an  early  day,  and  its  members  have 
ranked  among  the  best  and  most  respected  citizens. 
Benjamin  C.  and  Jane  A.  ( Baker)  Young  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  whence  in  an  earlv  day  they 
came  to  Susquehanna  county.  Benjamin  C.  Young 


was  born  October  24,  1815,  and  died  at  Xashville, 
Penn.,  February  9,  1865;  his  wife  passed  away  at 
Harford,  Penn.,  August  5,  1896.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  and  Betsey  Baker,  the  former  born 
May  24,  1785,  died  November  12,  1872,  and  the 
latter  born  in  June,  1782,  died  April  28.  i860.  They 
were  married  December  25,  1803,  and  were  the  par- 
ents of  a numerous  family,  all  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  all  now  deceased  except  Esther  and  Joshua. 
Their  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Dan- 
iel. September  18,  1804;  Alary  Ann,  Xovember  6, 
1808;  Reuben.  Xovember  4,  1811 ; Jane  A..  July  28, 
1814:  Orin,  March  17,  1817;  Esther,  February  4, 
1819  : Margaret,  Xovember  4,  1821  ; Lewis,  May  3. 
1824:  Anna,  May  7,  1828;  and  Joshua.  Februarv  27, 
1830. 

On  July  10,  1842,  Jane  A.  Baker  was  married 
to  Benjamin  C.  Young,  and  they  had  a family  of 
six  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  James  L.,  January  9,  1845;  W.  H., 

August  27,  1S47;  George  C.,  October  3.  1849 
(sketch  of  whom  follows)  ; Betsy  Jane,  April  18, 
1852;  Francis  G.,  Januarv  r.  1855;  and  Alary  E., 
June  17,  1858 — all  born  in  Susquehanna  countv, 
Penn.  Of  these,  W.  H.  married  Addie  R.  Alattes, 
Alarch  27.  1873,  and  they  had  two  children,  James 
B.,  born  Alav  19,  1874;  and  Walter  W..  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1877.  Frances  G.  was  married  Alav  5, 
1877.  to  Ernest  W.  Harding,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Emily  J.,  born  July  31,  1879. 

George  C.  Young  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  October  3,  1849,  and  became  a farmer  and 
carpenter  by  occupation.  He  died  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  April  7.  1890,  aged 

thirty-nine  years,  his  remains  being  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  South  Gibson.  On  December  1.  1874, 
he  married  Emma  Bartholomew,  who  was  born  Alav 
8,  1854.  in  Liberty,  N.  Y.,  and  died  September  15, 
1887.  Her  father,  George  Bartholomew,  was  born 
in  Xew  York  State,  December  9,  1813,  and  was 
married  April  7,  1833,  at  Callicoon,  X.  Y..  to  Re- 
becca Sparks,  a native  of  that  town,  born  July  29, 
1829.  Both  died  in  Liberty,  X.  Y.,  the  father  in 
March,  1897,  and  the  mother  on  Alarch  24.  1892. 
George  C.  and  Emma  Young  had  four  children: 
(1)  Libbie  T.,  born  April  22,  1876,  in  Lenox 
township,  was  married  June  19,  1895,  to  Jerrv  E. 
Bennett,  a farmer  near  South  Gibson,  and  thev 
have  one  son.  Leon  X.  (2)  Vida  J..  born  Tune 
25 . 1877.  taught  school  in  Texas,  and  on  Januarv  1, 
1900,  married  Charles  T.  Heisig.  of  Beaumont, 
Texas,  where  they  reside.  (3)  Ernest  E..  born 
April  28,  1880.  is  a farmer  in  Clifford  township. 
Susquehanna  county.  On  Alarch  7,  1900,  he  mar- 
ried Aliss  Alice  Alichael,  and  they  reside  at  Welsh 
Hill,  Susquehanna  county.  (4)  Aliss  Grace,  born 
July  22,  1883,  is  in  Texas. 

AI.  B.  BELCHER,  a leading  contractor  and 
builder  of  Susquehanna,  and  a representative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  pioneer  famibes 
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of  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Gibson  town-  j 
ship,  that  county,  in  May,  1830,  a son  of  Hiram  and  I 
Marinda  (Parmenter)  Belcher.  His  father  was 
born  in  the  same  township,  in  1791,  and  was  a son  of 
John  and  Sallie  Belcher,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  | 
were  among  the  first  German  families  to  locate  here,  i 
taking  up  their  residence  in  Gibson  township  in  the  ' 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  that  sec- 
tion was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  They  had 
to  coral  their  stock  to  keep  them  from  the  wild  ani- 
mals, and  from  his  cabin  door  the  grandfather 
once  killed  fourteen  bears  at  one  time.  He  cleared  1 
and  improved  a large  farm,  and  became  quite  well- 
to-do.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  several  children,  : 
of  whom  cur  subject's  fatner  was  one.  He  left  one  1 
son  by  his  second  union,  William,  who  has  been  a 
school  teacher  at  Factoryville,  Penn.,  for  a great 
many  years. 

Hiram  Belcher,  father  of  our  subject,  received 
a limited  common-school  education.  After  his  mar-  i 
riage  he  bought  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Gibson  town-  j 
ship  which  he  cleared  and  transformed  into  a fine  \ 
farm,  on  which  he  spent  his  last  days,  dying  there 
in  1863.  He  left  a wife  and  the  following  chil- 
dren: (1)  Byron  ran  away  from  home  when  a 

young  man  and  went  to  California,  where  he  has  ! 
become  quite  prosperous.  (2)  M.  B.,  our  subject,  i 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (3)  Plouston  mar- 
ried Sallie  Davis,  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  a well-  j 
to-do  and  successful  lumberman  of  tiiat  State.  (4)  1 
Alvira  is  the  wife  of  George  Pitch,  of  Wisconsin,  | 
and  has  one  daughter,  Emma.  (5)  Lisetta  is  the  ; 
wife  of  Dr.  Russell,  of  Humboldt  county,  Iowa,  and 
has  three  children,  Herman,  Luella  and  Murry. 
(6)  Exavier  was  a soldier  from  Wisconsin  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  Later  he  removed  to  Humboldt 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  owns  a fine  home,  and  is  ’ 
now  engaged  in  business.  He  married  a lady  of  j 
that  county,  and  has  two  children,  Webster  ami 
Cora.  (7)  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  King- 
ley,  who  is  employed  in  the  railroad  shops  at  Sus- 
quehanna, and  they  have  one  son,  Herman. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
In  i860  he  commenced  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  now  successfully  follows  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Susquehanna.  He  has  also  1 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  and 
was  general  manager  of  their  work  in  his  line.  In 
1864  he  purchased  property  in  Susquehanna  and 
erected  thereon  a very  pleasant  home.  He  a;so 
owns  considerable  real  estate  in  the  town,  and  has 
several  good  farms  located  in  Windsor,  V Y.,  and 
in  Susquehanna  county.  He  is  an  upright,  reliable 
business  man,  who  carries  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  he  undertakes,  and  he  has  j 
steadily  prospered,  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  | 
substantial  citizens  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Belcher  wedded  Miss  Mary  , of 


Gibson  township,  and  they  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a farm  in  Thompson  township,  where  she 
died,  leaving  two  daughters:  Eva,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Leroy  Barnes,  of  Jackson,  and  has  one 
daughter.  Lulu;  and  Emma,  wife  of  E.  M.  Pickrcn, 
of  Gloversvilie,  X.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  four  sons, 
Clarence,  Clayton,  Harry  and  Kenneth.  Our  sub- 
ject’s second  union  was  with  Sarah  J.  Bartlett,  a 
daughter  of  William  Bartlett,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Jackson  township,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children : Charles  William,  born  in  Susque- 
hanna, received  a good  education  in  the  high  schools 
of  Susquehanna,  and  is  now  a mechanic  in  the  Erie 
railroad  shops  there ; Metta  Katherine,  born  in 
Jackson  township,  and  Mary  are  well-educated 
young  ladies,  who  attended  tne  graded  schools  of 
Susquehanna,  and  are  now  at  home. 

in  1897  Air.  Belcher  traveled  quite  extensively 
over  the  western  States,  and  visited  brothers  and 
sisters  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
uses  his  influence  to  advance  its  interests,  and  for 
two  terms  he  was  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  town  council.  He  was  reared  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  parents  were 
earnest  and  consistent  members,  and  although  he 
is  not  connected  with  the  same  he  gives  liberally  to 
its  support.  In  business  and  social  circles  he  stands 
deservedly  high,  and  merits  and  receives  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

OLIVER  H.  ALLARD,  one  of  the  best  and 
most  honored  citizens  of  Liberty  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  a valiant  delender  of  the 
Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  is  a 
native  of  the  county  where  he  still  continues  to 
reside,  his  birth  occurring  in  Franklin  township, 
in  1S27. 

Our  subject's  parents  were  Jacob  and  Edith 
(Bailey)  Allard.  The  father  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1807,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Ruth  Allard, 
who  came  to  Lawsville.  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
in  1814,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  lo- 
cality. The  grandfather  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm  near  Lawsville,  on  which  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  (1)  Jacob  was  the  eldest  of  his  four 
children.  (2)  Alatilda  married  Orin  Lester,  and 
located  on  a farm  near  Alontrose,  where  they 
reared  their  family.  (3)  Henry  married  Rosa 
Xewton,  and  made  his  home  in  Broome  county, 
X.  Y.  He  died  during  the  Civil  war,  while  en- 
gaged in  building  pontoon  bridges  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  he  left  four  children — Andrew.  James, 
Alary  and  Laura.  (4)  Alalinda  married  John 
Welch,  a farmer  of  Franklin  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  they  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren— Laura,  now  the  wife  of  a Air.  Hollenbeck, 
of  Iowa:  Allen,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in  Mont- 
rose, Penn.;  and  Charles,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Franklin  township. 

After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  subject 
purchased  land  in  Franklin  township,  and  to  its 
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development  and  cultivation  devoted  his  energies 
until  called  from  this  life,  in  1835,  "'lien  our  sub- 
ject was  only  eight  years  old.  trie  left  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  (,1)  Oliver  H.  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Sallie  married  Daniel  Dawley,  of  Liberty  township, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Laura,  wife  of  George  Jackson,  of  Binghamton. 
(3)  David,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  went  as 
sailor  on  a vessel  plying  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool.  The  vessel  was  lost,  and  all  on  board 
perished.  (4)  Ira,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township, 
married  Esther  A.  Stillwell,  of  Franklin  township, 
and  they  have  one  son,  D.  J. 

For  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  father 
Oliver  H.  Allard  lived  with  his  paternal  grand- 
father, and  he  afterward  made  his  home  with  an 
uncle,  D.  W.  Bailey,  until  he  attained  his  fifteenth 
year.  He  then  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  In  1847  he  married  Miss  Susan  Ken- 
yon, a daughter  of  Roger  Kenyon,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  formerly  of  Rhode  Island,  and  they  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  his  farm  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  she  died  in  1873,  leaving  no  children. 

In  1864  Mr.  Allard  enlisted  in  Company  L, 
157th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  joined  his  regiment  at  At- 
lanta, Ga.  He  was  with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated 
march  to  the  sea,  requiring  twenty-six  days  to 
travel  from  that  place  to  Savannah.  With  his 
command  he  continued  on  the  march  to  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  and  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Mill 
Creek.  After  the  surrender  of  Johnston  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  way  of  Spottsvl- 
vania,  and  from  thence  returned  to  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
where  Mr.  Allard  was  honorably  discharged  in 
June,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
our  subject  resumed  farming.  In  1874  he  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Alpha  Rosencrantz,  a daughter  of  Israel  and  Sa- 
mantha Banker,  of  New  Milford,  representatives 
of  old  pioneer  families  of  the  county.  She  was 
born  in  Franklin  tbwnship,  in  1854,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  the  county.  She 
first  married  Mr.  Rosencrantz,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter,  Cora  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Amber 
Fuller,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al-  j 
lard  have  four  children:  Fffie  M„  born  in  1875, 
resides  in  Binghamton  : Edith  D.,  born  in  1880,  is 
now  a resident  of  Binghamton, N.  Y. ; Burlington 
F.,  born  in  1884,  is  a bright  and  scholarly  boy,  at- 
tended school  for  three  years  in  Binghamton,  and 
is  now  a student  in  the  home  schools;  and  Ira  Z., 
born  in  1887,  pursued  his  studies  for  two  vears  at 
Binghamton,  and  is  now  attending  the  • home 
schools. 

Selling  his  farm  near  Lawsville,  Mr.  Allard 
purchased  his  present  farm,  in  Liberty  township, 
in  1885,  and  now  has  a well-improved  place,  under 
excellent  cultivation.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  department  of  farm  work,  and  has  met 
with  most  excellent  success  in  his  chosen  occupa-  I 


tion.  Mrs.  Allard  is  a member  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  socially  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Conklin,  N.  Y.  His  loy- 
alty as  a citizen  and  his  devotion  to  the  country's 
interests  are  above  question,  and  the  community 
is  fortunate  which  numbers  him  among  its  mem- 
bers. He  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  most  efficiently  filled  several  local  offices. 

' LYONS.  Throughout  the  nineteenth  century 
the  Lyons  family  has  been  a numerous  one  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  many  of  them  being  the  posterity 
of  David  Lyons,  of  Colerain,  Mass.  Among  those 
of  the  first  generation  in  Susquehanna  county  were 
Daniel,  of. Great  Bend,  and  David  (son  of  Daniel), 
of  Harmony;  of  the  second,  Nathan  H.,  Jerre,  Ben- 
jamin R.  and  Joel,  all  of  Montrose,  David, 'of  Har- 
mony, and  Seth  A.,  David  A.  and  Frederick  D.,  of 
Susquehanna,  the  latter  of  whom  still  survives  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one.  residing  at  Susque- 
hanna, of  which  borough  he  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  for  forty  years.  The  family 
is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first  American  ancestor 
settled,  in  1635,  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

David  Lyons,  a farmer  and  hotel-keeper  of 
Colerain,  Mass.,  born  in  1737,  married  Abigail 
Draper,  who  was  born  in  174.0.  Mr.  Lyons  was  a 
lover  of  liberty,  and  early  imbibed  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility to  the  British,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  act  of 
assisting  in  throwing  overboard,  in  Boston  harbor, 
in  1 773.  the  British  tea.  He  died  in  1803,  and  his 
widow  in  1828.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Dr.  Jerre, 
(2)  Jesse,  (3)  Abigail,  (4)  Nancy  (who  married 
Clark  Chandler  of  Gill,  Mass.,  and  had  twenty  chil- 
dren, of  whom  eight  died  in  infancy,  the  others  all 
reaching  maturity;  B.  F.  Chandler,  late  of  Mont- 
rose, was  the  youngest  child),  (5)  David.  (6)Aaron, 

(7)  Dr.  Joel  ( practicing  physician  of  Gill,  Mass.), 

(8)  Polly,  (9)  Daniel,  and  (10)  Seth  (who  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  while  wrestling). 
Of  these, 

Dr.  Jerre  Lyons,  born  in  1765,  was  a college 
graduate.  He  practiced  at  Colerain,  Mass.,  and  at 
Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  dying  at  the  latter  place  in 
1825.  In  1790  he  married  Alary  Richards,  who  was 
born  in  1765-  ar|d  died  in  1808.  Their  children  were: 
Rev.  Luke,  a Congregational  minister,  who  died  in 
Illinois;  Betsey,  who  married  Gilbert  Minor,  and 
lived  and  died  at  Colerain,  Alass. ; Alarv,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Sprague,  of  Gill,  Mass.,  moved  to  Michi- 
gan, raised  a family  and  died  at  an  advanced  age  in 
1 raverse  City,  that  State : Jerre,  who  is  mentioned 
farther  on;  Nathan  H.,  born  in  1796,  who  settled 
in  Montrose,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1877;  and 
Benjamin  R.,  who  is  mentioned  farther  on.  For  his 
second  wife  Dr.  Lyons  married  Polly  Nye,  of 
Colerain,  and  they  had  children  as  follows : Joel 
D.  was  a lifelong  merchant,  and  died  in  Montrose  a 
few  vears  ago,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy;  Adaline. 
married  Thomas  Smith,  of  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now 
deceased,  and  she  is  living  with  her  niece  in  Traverse 
City,  Mich.,  now  past  eighty-six  years  of  age;  Rev. 
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Lorenzo,  born  in  1807,  was  graduated  from  Union 
College  and  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  and  gave 
his  life  to  the  foreign  missionary  service,  sailing  for 
the  Sandwich  Islands  in  1832,  and  laboring  there 
until  his  death  in  1886.  James  M.  learned  the 
cabinet  maker's  trade,  but  his  health  failing,  never 
worked  at  same  afterward,  engaging  in  peddling, 
merchandising  and  farming;  he  died  at  the  age  of 
about  seventy. 

The  late  Jerre  Lyons  (son  of  Dr.  Jerre  Lyons, 
of  Colerain) , was  born  in  1798,  at  Colerain,  Mass. 
He  came  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  in  1819,  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  continuing  same  until 
1868,  at  which  time  he  retired.  From  1824  until 
1835  his  brother,  Benjamin  R.  Lyons,  was  associated 
with  him.  Later  Charles  F.  Read  was  with  him  for 
a time,  and  still  later  Theodore  A.  Lyons,  who 
succeeded  to  the  business  and  still  carries  it  on,  be- 
ing associated  with  his  son,  G.  L.  Lyons.  Jerre 
Lyons  married  Melinda  Bennett,  and  his  children 
were : J.  Lorenzo,  a missionary  for  some  years  in 
Syria ; Theodore  A.,  a merchant  of  Montrose ; and 
George  H. 

The  late  Benjamin  R.  Lyons,  son  of  Dr.  Jerre 
Lyons,  of  Colerain,  Mass.,  was  born  there  in  1802, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  at  that  place  and  at  Chester- 
field, N.  H.  He  was  a clerk  in  a store  at  the  latter 
place  for  nine  years.  In  1831  he  settled  permanent- 
ly at  Montrose,  Penn.,  engaging  in  business  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  Jerre.  He  retired  from 
active  life  in  1884,  after  having  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  and  a director  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna Bank  of  Montrose.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  one  of  the  building 
committee  that  erected  the  present  edifice,  in  i860, 
and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  charitable,  ben- 
evolent and  Church  purposes.  He  possessed  a 
choice  library  and  kept  well  informed  on  current 
issues.  Mr.  Lvons  married,  in  1826,  Maria 
A.  Chandler,  who  was  born  in  1801,  a daughter 
of  Clark  and  Nancy  (Lyons)  Chandler.  Mrs. 
Lyons  died  in  1846,  and  Mr.  Lyons  on  August  17, 
1890.  " 

Aaron  Lyons  was  born  September  10,  1780.  in 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  when  four  years  of  age  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Colerain,  same  State,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  was  occupied  throughout  life 
in  farming.  In  1804.  he  married  Mary  Miner,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1779,  and  both  died  in 
1863.  Mrs.  Lvons  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Their  children  were:  (1) 
Alvin,  born  in  1805,  died  in  1833,  in  New  Jersey. 
(2)  Catherine  Cecelia,  born  in  1807.  married  Robert 
Miller,  now  deceased.  Thev  lived  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  she  died  in  1848.  (3)  Seth  A.,  born 

in  1809,  died  in  18S0,  in  Lanesboro.  Penn.  Fie  mar- 
ried Esther  McKune.  who  was  a daughter  of  Robert 
McKune,  of  Harmony,  and  a most  estimable  lady. 
They  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Frank  A.,  who  became  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  is  now  also  deceased. 


He  married  Hattie  McNeal,  who  still  lives  in 
Lanesboro,  and  they  had  a family  of  four  children — 
Ray  A.,  a physician  at  Muncy,  Penn. ; Ralph,  an 
artist  in  New  York  City;  Coloma,  at  home;  and 
Harry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (4) 
Gilbert  M.,  born  in  1811,  died  in  1836,  in  Colerain, 
Mass.  (5)  Mary  A.,  born  in  1814,  died  in  1884,  in 
Susquehanna  county,  unmarried.  (6)  David  A.  and 
(7)  Frederick  D.  are  mentioned  farther  on.  (8) 
Charles  T.,  born  in  1822,  was  educated  for  the 
medical  profession,  and  practiced  medicine  for 
many  years,  but  is  now  living  retired.  In  1849  he 
went  to  California,  via  Cape  Horn,  and  remained 
there  some  four  years.  Later  he  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Colerain,  Mass.,  several  years,  and  also  in 
Waverlv,  N.  Y.,  finally  becoming  a druggist  at  the 
latter  place.  About  the  year  1854,  at  Waverlv,  he 
married  Prudence  B.  Smith,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Smith  E.  Lyons. 

The  late  David  A.  Lyons,  son  of  Aaron  Lyons, 
was  born  in  1816,  at  Colerain,  Mass.  He  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  about  1834,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  his  brother,  Seth  A.,  who  had  associ- 
ated himself  at  Lanesboro  with  Putnam  Williams, 
and  established  a manufactory  for  sash,  blinds,  chairs 
and  cabinet  work.  He  remained  with  his  brother 
until  1S37,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  other 
business  pursuits  at  Lanesboro  until  1857,  in  that 
year  locating  at  Susquehanna  and  engaging  in 
mercantile  business,  which  he  continued  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  married  Amelia,  daughter 
of  David  Lyons,  and  at  his  death,  in  1881,  left  a 
widow  and  one  daughter,  Isa  E.  Lyons ; one  son 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Lyons  was  a member  of  the 
Universalist  Church  of  Susquehanna,  and  served 
on  the  building  committee  at  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  church  edifice,  in  1871. 

Frederick  D.  Lyons,  son  of  Aaron  Lvons, 
was  born  March  14.  1819.  at  Colerain,  Franklin  Co., 
Mass.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  commenced  teaching  school, 
and  followed  that  profession  successfully  four  wint- 
ers. his  future  wife  being  one  of  his  pupils  for  one 
term.  Several  of  his  brothers  having  previously 
located  at  Lanesboro.  Susquehanna  Co..  Penn.,  Fred- 
erick D.  Lyons,  in  1848.  followed  them  to  that  point. 
He  became  associated  with  his  brother  David  A.,  in 
the  mercantile  business,  which  they  carried  on  to- 
gether until,  in  1856,  the  partnership  was  dissolved, 
and  Frederick  D.  Lyons  then  conducted  the  busi- 
ness there  alone  for  two  years.  Removing  to  Sus- 
quehanna. he  there,  in  1859.  embarked  in  the  same 
line,  and  for  forty  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  and  citizens  of  that  borough.  He  is 
a man  of  good  judgment,  and.  through  his  ability, 
industrious  habits  and  good  management,  has  made 
a success  of  his  undertakings,  and  has  a competence. 
He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  people  through  a long  business  career. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  on 
the  organization  of  that  Society  at  Susquehanna, 


■ 

. 


< 


1104 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  1866,  he  was  chosen  clerk.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

In  Whitingham,  Vt.,  in  August,  1851,  Mr. 
Lyons  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hull,  a most 
estimable  lady,  and  to  their  union  was  born  one 
daughter,  Carrie,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Howard  Shaeff  of  Susquehanna.  Mrs.  Lyons 
was  born  in  Whitingham,  Yt.,  in  1831,  a daughter 
of  Emory  and  Lydia  (Chase)  Hull,  also  natives  of 
that  place,  where  the  father  died  in  1841,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade. 
In  1865  the  mother  came  to  Susquehanna.  Penn., 
where  she  passed  away  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  She  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  had 
five  children : George,  who  died  in  Vermont ; Alary 
A.,  wife  of  our  subject : Fanny,  who  married  Harvey 
Holdridge,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  ; Ann,  who  died 
unmarried,  in  Vermont;  and  Alelissa,  wife  of  New- 
ell B.  Hall,  of  Turner's  Falls,  Alass.  Airs.  Lyons’ 
paternal  grandparents,  Jesse  and  Fanny  Hull,  were 
lifelong  residents  of  Whitingham,  Vt.,  where  the 
former  was  engaged  in  the  marble  business.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Airs.  Lyons  is  widely  known  all  over  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  prominent  in  religious, 
charitable,  temperance  and  other  work,  in  which  she 
wields  a potent  influence  for  good.  For  the  past 
fourteen  years  she  has  been  an  active  member  of 
Moody  Woman's  Relief  Corps  No.  12,  Susquehanna 
(which  is  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public), has  been  vice-president  of  the  corps  two 
years,  president  three  years,  and  chaplain  three 
years,  and  her  duties  in  connection  with  the  Order 
have  taken  her  all  over  the  State.  In  1897  she  was 
National  aid  to  the  National  president  of  the  W.  R. 
C,  serving  as  such  one  year,  was  department  chap- 
lain of  the  department  of  Pennsylvania  one  year, 
assistant  inspector  in  the  State,  four  years ; and 
served  on  the  executive  board  two  years.  It  is  the 
custom  of  tlie  W.  R.  C..  at  their  annual  conventions,  j 
to  hold  memorial  services  for  deceased  members,  j 
and  on  two  occasions  the  services  were  conducted 
by  Airs.  Lyons,  she  delivering  the  customary  ad-  \ 
dress.  For  the  past  four  years  she  has  been  presi-  ' 
dent  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  | 
at  Susquehanna,  and  bv  virtue  of  her  office  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  the  placing  of  a public  foun- 
tain in  that  citv.  Until  within  tlic  past  few  years,  ! 
when  failing  health  commenced  to  interfere  with 
her  efforts,  she  was  a great  Church  worker,  a leader, 
a “Alother  in  Israel.”  and  what  she  has  already 
achieved,  in  that  and  other  lines,  remain  enduring 
monuments  to  her  unselfish,  patient  labors  in  the 
noble  work  of  doing  good. 

Daniel  Lyons,  horn  in  1778  at  Colerain,  Alass.,  I 
learned  the  trade  of  a cabinet  maker.  In  1812,  he  I 
came  to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  countv,  and 
there  carried  on  that  business.  He  was  one  of  the 
subscribers  of  the  ( ireat  Bend  Bridge  Co.,  in  1812, 
and  in  1814  was  chosen  one  of  its  managers.  He 
married  Rebecca  Barker,  who  died  in  1819,  and  he  1 


subsequently  wedded  Anna  Smith.  His  children 
who  lived  to  mature  age  were:  David  (mentioned 
farther  on),  John,  Jesse,  Betsey,  Barker,  Susan 
AI.,  Sabra  A.,  Daniel,  Joshua,  Horace,  Silas  and 
George.  The  father  was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  his  first  wife  was  the  daughter  of  a 
Baptist  clergyman  of  Alassachusetts.  Daniel  Lyons, 
it  is  said,  alone  built  the  Baptist  Church  at  Great 
Bend  in  1825. 

The  late  David  Lyons,  son  of  Daniel  Lyons, 
was  born  in  1804  at  Colerain,  Alass.,  and  was 
brought  with  the  family  on  their  removal  to  Great 
Bend  in  1812.  He  had  but  meager  school  privileges, 
and  early  learned  cabinet  making  and  the  use  of 
tools  under  his  father.  He  was  variously  employed 
through  a long  and  busy  life,  kept  hotel  for  a time, 
worked  at  carpentering  and  building,  and  making 
wagons,  and  was  largely  occupied  in  lumbering  and 
milling.  At  one  time,  in  connection  with  Air.  Aus- 
tin, he  purchased  500  acres  of  timberland,  and  at 
another,  associated  with  Jonathan  Taylor,  1,400 
acres  and  the  mills — the  Lane  property.  He 
marketed  much  lumber  by  raft  to  Philadelphia.  In 
1829  he  settled  in  a home  at  Lanesboro,  and  ever 
afterward  lived  at  that  point.  In  1839  he  erected 
a gristmill  at  Lanesboro,  for  Jesse  Lane.  Air. 
Lyons  was  a man  of  good  judgment  and  business 
ability,  and  of  marked  individuality.  He  was  self- 
reliant,  always  industrious,  a good  manager,  and 
made  a competence.  In  1827  he  married  Amanda 
Smith,  who  died  in  1872,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 
He  died  in  1894.  Their  children  were:  Amelia,  who 
married  David  A.  Lyons,  of  Susquehanna ; Sarah 
H. ; Julia  A.,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age; 
Nancy,  who  married  C.  B.  Smith,  of  Stamford, 
Conn.;  and  Charles  J.,  who  married  Laura  F. 
Roberts,  and  lives  at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in 
fanning. 

WILLIAAI  PRATT.  Few  if  any  men  have 
for  half  a century  been  better  or  more  favorably 
known  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
than  William  Pratt,  who  is  a successful  and  pros- 
perous farmer,  as  well  as  a trained  and  talented 
musician,  who  has  throughout  his  long  and  useful 
life  made  large  contributions  to  the  entertainment 
and  enjoyment  of  many  people. 

He  was  born  in  Lathrop  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  Alav  18.  1822.  the  son  of  Noah 
Pratt,  a native  of  England,  who  migrated  to  Amer- 
ica and  first  settled  in  Connecticut.  He  there  mar- 
ried Nancy  Alack,  and  in  1811  became  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  what  is  now  Lathrop  township 
(then  York).  He  purchased  123  acres  of  wild 
land,  where  Lorenzo  Sweet  now  lives,  and  cleared 
a considerable  portion  of  it.  He  died  in  Nichol- 
son aged  ninety-two  years,  and  his  wife  also  lived 
to  an  advanced  age.  They  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  as  follows:  Nancy,  who  married  Asa 

Tewksbury  and  died  in  Lathrop  township:  Noah, 
deceased ; Alfred,  of  Binghamton,  Penn. : Albert, 
deceased ; George,  deceased ; Betsy,  who  married 
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W.  Hecock,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. ; Julia,  who 
married  Eli  Bacon,  of  Wyoming  county,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Elmira,  who  married  Nelson  Ben- 
jamin, and  is  now  deceased;  Maria,  of  St.  Joseph 
county,  Mich.,  widow  of  J.  Millard;  William,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ; Lafayette,  deceased ; Phoebe, 
widow  of  William  Babcock,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Amanda,  widow  of  Marvin  Newcome,  of  Woon- 
socket, la. ; Sallie  and  Eli,  who  both  died  in 
Lathrop. 

William  Pratt  attended  in  his  youth  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  possessing  both  taste  and  talent 
for  music  he  early  became  proficient  in  that  pro- 
fession, making  a thorough  study  of  music  in  Ins 
youth.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  and  also  studied 
architecture.  He  followed  his  trade  through  most 
of  his  life,  also  devoting  a considerable  portion  of 
his  time  to  music.  He  has  worked  in  all  parts  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  Scranton. 

On  April  3,  1847,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to 
Miss  Harriet  Alineda  McNamara,  who  was  born 
in  Nicholson,  Penn.,  April  16,  1827,  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Polly  (Halstead)  McNamara,  of  En- 
glish and  French  descent  respectively.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  were  born  four  children ; Rexford  M., 
born  December  22,  1S47,  who  married  Harriet  L. 
Wilson,  settled  in  Lenox  township  and  died  Octo- 
ber 21,  1894;  Frank  C.,  born  November  26,  1849, 
married  Louisa  Green,  and  is  a farmer  and  musi- 
cian of  Brooklyn  township;  Willis  W.,  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1852,  died  September  27,  1873;  Amanda 
L.,  born  September  13,  185.5,  married  Dr.  William 
Nelson  Green,  a practicing  physician  of  Hopbot- 
tom,  who  died  in  1886,  and  she  has  since  lived 
with  her  father.  She,  too,  is  a finished  and  talented' 
musician,  having  studied  the  profession  with  her 
father.  The  wife  and  mother  died  November  29, 
1898. 

Mr.  Pratt  came  to  Lenox  township  in  1852. 
He  bought  first  twenty-five  acres  of  land  to  which 
he  later  added  seven  acres.  Still  later  he  made  an- 
other purchase,  adding  fifty  acres  to  the  property. 
For  nearly  half  a century  Mr.  Pratt  has  been  an 
industrious  and  successful  farmer  in  connection 
with  his  trade  and  profession.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  he  has  never  sought  nor 
accepted  public  office. 

JAMES  MLTSGRAYE.  Among  the  well-to- 
do  and  successful  farmers  of  Wayne  county,  who 
have  accumulated  a competency  through  their  own 
exertions  and  economy  and  are  now  enabled  to  lav 
aside  all  business  cares,  is  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of 
the  most  active,  enterprising  and  .energetic  agri- 
culturists of  Sterling  township,  but  now  leaves  the 
operation  of  his  farm  to  others,  though  he  still 
resides  there. 

Mr.  Musgrave  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
September  29,  1822,  a son  of  Andrew  and  Isabella 
(Gilchrist  ) Musgrave,  natives  of  County  Tyrone, 


Ireland,  who  became  acquainted  and  were  married 
in  Philadelphia,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
coming  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  in 
1828.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  however,  they  re- 
turned to  the  Quaker  City,  leaving  our  subject  and 
two  sisters  to  care  for  themselves.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  and  trader  by  occupation,  was 
the  first  man  to  die  of  cholera  in  that  city,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  Ins  remains 
were  buried  there.  Subsequently,  in  1839.  his 
widow  returned  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  she  purchased  a farm  and  made  her  home 
until  her  death,  in  1871,  when  she  was  eighty-five 
years  of  age.  For  her  second  husband  site  mar- 
ried Robert  McLane,  who  died  in  May,  1845.  There 
were  no  children  by  this  union,  but  by  her  hrst  mar- 
riage she  had  four,  namely:  James,  the  subject 

of  this  sketch ; Aiargaret,  who  married  Thomas 
McLane,  both  being  now  deceased;  Mary 
widow  of  Thomas  Bennett,  and  a resident  of  Har- 
risburg, Penn.;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Hines, 
a hotel-keeper  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  Our  sub- 
ject's paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Musgrave, 
spent  Ins  entire  life  in  Ireland,  and  after  his  second 
marriage  his  three  sons,  Andrew,  Thomas  and 
John,  came  to  America. 

At  the  tender  age  of  six  years  James  Musgrave 
was  thrown  upon  the  world  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood, and  for  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  in 
! life  he  deserves  great  credit.  For  a time  he  and 
his  sister  Mary  resided  with  their  step-grandpar- 
ents, Robert  Catterson  and  wife,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  our  subject  joined  his  mother  in  Phila- 
delphia, both  returning  a few  months  later  to  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  where,  as  previously 
stated,  the  mother  purchased  a farm.  When  she 
married  again,  three  years  later,  our  subject  left 
home,  and  for  the  first  two  months  had  only  $4. 
After  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
chopping  wood,  for  which  he  received  $20,  invest- 
ing the  same  in  a cow.  For  three  years  he  resided 
upon  the  farm  of  his  brother-in-law,  Isaac  Smith, 
paying  his  rent  by  clearing  and  improving  six  acres 
of  land.  He  then  purchased  fifty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent farm,  for  $3  per  acre,  and  after  his  return 
home  from  the  war  bought  thirty  acres  more,  for 
$750.  The  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition 
when  he  located  thereon,  but  by  industry,  persever- 
ance and  good  management  he  now  has  a fine  farm 
of  100  acres,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  His  first  team  consisted  of  a yoke 
of  oxen,  which  he  purchased  from  his  mother  for 
$18. 

In  Sterling  township,  in  August.  1842,  Mr. 
Musgrave  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane 
Rawlston,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  August  25, 
1822,  and  was  brought  to  America  in  1826  by  her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  ( Rawlston ) Rawlston 
(they  were  not  related  prior  to  their  marriage). 
L'ntil  1841  they  made  their  home  in  Philadelphia, 
where  her  father  engaged  in  draying,  hut  after 
coming  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  in 


. 


119(5 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


that  year,  he  lived  retired  upon  a farm.  He  died 
in  February,  1852,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Sterling  township,  his  widow  returning 
to  Philadelphia,  where  she  passed  away  ten  years 
later.  They  were  Episcopalians  in  religious  be- 
lief. They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
Ann,  wife  of  Michael  McGlocklin ; Margaret,  wife 
of  John  Speer;  Martha,  wife  of  Noble  Speer; 
Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Rawlston ; William  ; Thomas, 
who  married  Ann  Lamb ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Robert 
Rawlston ; and  Jane,  Mrs.  Musgrave,  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  family.  Her  paternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Ann  (Scott)  Rawlston,  natives  of 
Scotland,  came  to  America  at  an  early  day.  Her 
maternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Rawlston,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Scotland. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Musgrave 
are  as  follows:  Mary,  born  May  18,  1843,  's  f'le 

wife  of  James  McGuire,  a railroad  engineer  of 
Amboy,  Penn.;  Andrew,  born  February  26,  1844. 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; Margaret  M.,  born 
February  26,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Malson, 
a farmer  of  Sterling  township;  Isabella,  born  May 
25,  1848,  died  when  young;  Elizabeth,  born  Octo- 
ber 26,  1852,  is  the  widow  of  Joe  Thompson,  and 
a resident  of  Amboy;  William  J.,  a railroad  man  of 
Dunmore,  born  February  2,  1854,  wedded  Marion 
Lewis,  who  died  May  8,  1898,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Grace,  Pearl  and  Percy;  Henry,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1856,  married  Maggie  Paul,  and  is  a 
railroad  engineer  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; Emily,  born 
May  24,  1858,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Otto  Snyder, 
a carpenter  of  Amboy,  Penn. ; Thomas  R.,  born 
March  19,  i860,  wedded  Mary  E.  Reid,  on  De- 
cember 25,  1895,  and  has  one  child,  Maud,  he  and 
his  family  residing  with  our  subject;  Walter,  born 
August  19,  1862,  married  Elizabeth  Spangenberg, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Sterling  township ; 
and  Lillie,  born  May  14,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  C.  C. 
Hawk,  a farmer  of  the  same  township. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  .Musgrave  was  drafted 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  became  a member 
of  Company  A,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Hubble. 
At  the  end  of  eleven  months  he  was  honorable-  dis- 
charged and  returned  home.  He  was  then  engaged 
in  teaming  for  the  Lehigh  Lumber  Co.  from  fall 
until  March  24,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  3rd 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt.  King, 
but  a few  months  later  was  transferred  to  the  188th 
P.  V.  I.  After  the  captain  of  his  company  was 
killed  he  was  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Hawk, 
and  later  under  Capt.  Gray.  Fortunately  he  was 
never  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner,  and  when  the 
war  was  over  he  was  honorably  discharged,  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  While  in  the  army  the 
lightning  struck  his  home,  killing  -his  daughter 
Martha,  and  burning  the  building  to  some  extent. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Republican.  He  has 
always  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  in  life, 
and  has  not  only  secured  a handsome  competence, 
but  has  also  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  I 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


JOHN  D.  WEST,  a worthy  and  highly-es- 
teemed citizen  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  November  15,  1835,  in  Herrick, 
Bradford  Co..  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  Hezekiah  X. 
and  Emily  (Barnes)  West,  the  former  a native  of 
Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. 
The  mother,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  Herrick  in 
1841,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Orwell  cemetery,  in  Bradford  county.  The 
father  remarried  and  long  survived  her,  dying  in 
Madison  county,  Ohio,  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five,  and  was  buried  in  that  State.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  followed  that  occupation  at  various 
places.  Religiously  he  also  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  six  children : Mary  £.,  born  May  29, 
1825,  deceased  wife  of  John  M.  Pickering:  Ruth 
E.,  born  November  10,  1826,  deceased:  Erastus 
B.,  born  April  23.  1829,  a blacksmith  of  Geneva. 
Ohio;  Eunice  E.,  born  January  16,  1831.  deceased: 
John  D.,  our  subject;  and  Orrill  H.,  born  April 
27,  1839,  wife  of  Harvey  Esthus,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  For  his  second 
wife,  the  father  married  Nancy  H.  Vargason,  and 
the  children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Chan- 
cev  J.,  deceased ; Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Xye,  a 
farmer  of  Mountville,  Ohio:  David  H.,  a farmer 
of  Lake  county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Hutchinson,  a farmer  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio ; 
and  Annetta,  wife  of  Frank  Nichols,  an  agriculturist 
of  Lake  county,  Ohio.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather,  Rev.  Hezekiah  West,  a Baptist  min- 
ister, was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  died  in  1844. 
while  on  a visit  to  Iowa,  at  an  advanced  age.  His 
children  were  Hezekiah.  father  of  our  subject; 
Eunice,  wife  of  George  Hardy;  and  Orrill,  wife  of 
Robinson  Barnes. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  fif- 
teen years  of  his  life  upon  the  home  farm,  and 
then,  purchasing  his  time  of  his  father,  worked 
as  a farm  hand  for  others  until  his  marriage. 
On  March  14,  1855,  in  Dimock  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Light, 
and  to  them  came  four  children : Emily  E.,  born 
December  20,  1855,  at  home;  Eva  J.,  born  April 
6,  1862,  who  married  Levi  Light,  and  also  lives 
witl  our  subject;  Eunice  M.,  born  August  13, 
1872,  at  home;  and  John  H.,  born  October  18. 
1876.  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  West  is  a native 
of  Susquehanna  county,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Bridgewater  township,  July  13,  1836.  Her 

parents,  David  and  Eliza  (Estus)  Light,  were 
both  natives  of  New  York  State,  but  were  married 
in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
later  removed  to  Bridgewater  township.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
The  father  was  born  November  23,  1814.  and  died 
April  29,  1858.  on  his  farm  in  Susquehanna 
county,  near  the  New  York  State  line,  being  laid 
to  rest  at  Little  Meadows.  The  mother  was  born 
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July  5,  1815,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
June  19,  1856,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Rush 
township.  Their  children  were  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  John  S.  Wood,  a 
retired  tarmer  of  Pike  township,  Bradford  county; 
Hannah  C.,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  A.  Carter ; 
and  Eliza  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Daniel  B.  Wood. 
Mrs.  West's  paternal  grandparents,  Elisha  and 
Mary  Light,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at 
an  early  day,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  engaged  in  farming. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  West 
continued  to  work  as  a farm  hand,  and  later  was 
employed  in  a furniture  factory  at  Middletown, 
Susquehanna  county,  for  three  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  purchased  a small  farm  in  Rush 
township,  and  engaged  in  its  operation  for  two 
years.  In  October,  1863,  during  the  Civil  war, 
lie  was  drafted,  and  went  to  the  front  as  a member 
of  Company  K,  56th  P.  V.  1.,  under  Capt.  Stod- 
dart.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness and  Richmond.  While  building  breastworks 
near  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  May  22,  1864, 
he  sprained  his  back,  and  was  sent  to  the  field  hos- 
pital whence  he  was  transferred  to  Emory  hos- 
pital, Washington,  D.  C.,  and  when  strong  enough 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  York,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  finally  discharged,  June  9,  1865.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  farm,  but  has  been  able  to  do  little 
work,  as  his  health  was  completely  broken  down 
by  his  army  service.  He  found  employment  in  a 
machine  shop  at  Montrose,  but  the  work  proved 
too  arduous  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  at 
the  end  of  six  months.  During  the  war  he  con- 
tracted rheumatism,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
was  totally'  blind  for  five  years,  and  at  present  can 
scarcely  see.  As  a sort  of  compensation  for  his 
misfortunes  he  now  receives  a pension  of  $30  per 
month  from  the  government.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 

MOSES  M.  ACE,  the  well-known  proprietor 
of  the  “Riverside  House,”  of  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  was  born  in  May,  1846,  in  War- 
ren county,  X.  J.,  but  is  a representative  of  an  old 
Monroe  county  family,  his  grandfather,  Peter  Ace, 
having  been  one  of  its  pioneer  settlers.  Later  in 
life,  however,  he  removed  to  Tunkhannock,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  at  a ripe  old  age. 
In  his  family  were  five  children,  namely:  Simon, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  George,  who  married 
and  settled  at  Swiftwater,  Monroe  countv,  where 
his  family  still  reside;  Joseph,  who  married  and 
located  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where  with  his 
family  he  still  makes  his  home;  Jphn.  who  died, 
unmarried,  in  Tunkhannock;  and  Catherine,  who 
is  the  widow  of  John  Gruver,  and  resides  with  her 
children  in  Tunkhannock. 

Simon  Ace,  our  subject's  father,  was  a native 
of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where  lie 
was  reared,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  public 


schools.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the  ma- 
son's trade,  which  he  followed  a number  of  years. 
After  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Michaels,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  near  Minsi,  Monroe  county,  on 
which  he  made  many  improvements,  and  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  Mrs.  Ace  was  called 
to  her  final  rest,  in  March,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
| eighty-two  years.  She  was  a woman  of  good 
| Christian  character,  a consistent  member  of  the 
! Lutheran  Church,  and  a devoted  wife  and  mother. 
The  father  made  his  home  with  his  sons  until  his 
death,  on  April  29,  1899,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  In  the  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, and  we  have  record  of  the  following : ( 1 ) 
Samuel,  born  in  Smithfield  township,  there  grew 
[ to  manhood,  receiving  a fair  education,  which 
I enabled  him  to  successfully  engage  in  teaching 
school  in  Monroe  county  for  a number  of  years. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry 
Heller,  of  Paradise,  Monroe  county,  and  after  his 
marriage  located  at  Bartonsville,  where  he  en- 
j gaged  in  mercantile  trade  for  twelve  years,  subse- 
quently following  the  same  business  at  Minsi  for 
three  or  four  years.  He  then  purchased  a home 
in  East  Stroudsburg,  and  was  employed  as  stew- 
| ard  of  the  State  Xormal  at  that  place  until  his 
I death,  which  occurred  in  June,  1898.  He  was 
i widely  known  and  very  popular  socially.  Earlv 
j in  life  he  united  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
] he  always  took  an  active  part  in  Church  and  Sab- 
i bath-school  work,  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
i Church,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

J He  was  a man  of  fine  Christian  character,  loved 
, and  respected  by  all  wdio  knew  him.  He  left  a 
j wife,  who  still  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
I seven  children — Robert,  Howard,  Charles,  Annie, 
Sarah,  Ida  (wife  of  George  Craig,  of  Springfield, 
X".  J.),  and  Alda  (wife  of  William  Rockefeller,  of 
East  Stroudsburg).  (2)  Peter,  born  in  Smith- 
field  township,  died  unmarried.  (3)  David,  born 
in  Monroe  county,  resides  in  Minsi,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  mercantile  trade.  He  married  Sarah 
Heller,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Bertha,  at  home.  (4)  Horace,  born  in  Smith- 
field  township,  in  1849,  resides  near  Minsi.  He 
married  Lizzie  Arndt,  of  Smithfield  township,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Arndt,  of  Monroe  county,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children — -Wetzer  and 
Marv,  who  are  still  living,  and  Rhoda.  who  died  in 
j childhood.  (5)  John,  born  in  Smithfield  township, 
in  1831,  married  a Miss  Arndt,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  they  live  at  Swiftwater. 
Pocono  township,  same  county,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business.  Their  children  are 
Qaud  H.  (a  graduate  of  the  State  Xormal  at  East 
Stroudsburg),  Mabel  and  Cora. 

Moses  M.  Ace  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  his  father’s  farm,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When 
a young  man  he  learned  the  carriage  maker's  trade 
with  William  Bloom,  of  Scranton.  Penn.,  serving  a 
three-years’  apprenticeship,  and  on  his  return  to 
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Monroe  county  engaged  in  business  as  a carriage 
maker  on  his  own  account  for  seventeen  years, 
meeting  with  good  success.  In  1870  he  married 
Miss  Sarali  J.  Treible,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Jane 
(Decker)  Treible,  representatives  ot  old  and  promi- 
nent pioneer  families  of  Smithfield  township. 
After  his  marriage  Air.  Ace  located  near  Minsi, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade  for  some 
years.  He  then  purchased  the  “Cataract  House," 
and  engaged  in  keeping  city  boarders  for  four 
years.  In  1884  he  bought  the  Henry  Shaler  home- 
stead, on  the  Delaware  river  near  Minsi  in  Smith- 
field  township,  but  later  sold  the  farm,  reserving 
onlv  six  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected  a large  and 
handsome  house,  where  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are 
well  prepared  to  entertain  their  many  city  boarders 
during  the  summer  season.  Their  place  has  be- 
come very  popular,  as  the  host  and  hostess  do  all 
in  their  power  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
their  guests  and  well  understand  how  to  cater  to 
the  wishes  of  the  public.  Mr.  Ace  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
Smithfield  township.  He  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat 
in  political  sentiment,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
office.  Religiously  himself,  wife  and  family  hold 
membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ace  have  seven  children,  all  at 
home,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  fol- 
lows: Washington  Irving,  August,  1877:  Stewart 

Wilson,  March,  1879;  Oscar,  April,  1880:  Lewis, 
April,  1882;  Millard,  January,  1885;  Emma,  Feb- 
ruary, 1887;  and  Floyd  S.,  October,  1891. 

HENRY  CONNELLY,  a worthy  citizen  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Oakland  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Manchester.  England, 
in  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Michael  T.  and  Martha 
(Burgess)  Connelly,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland, 
the  latter  of  Stockport,  England.  In  1848  they 
emigrated  with  their  family  to  the  L'nited  States 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Columbia  county, 
X.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  employed  for  some 
years  as  foreman  in  a cotton  factory.  Subsequentlv 
he  was  engaged  in  the  same  work  in  Massachusetts, 
and  in  that  State  his  death  occurred.  His  wife 
died  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1890.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  born  in  Manchester,  England.  ( 1 ) James,  the 
eldest,  enlisted  from  Albany  county.  N.  Y.,  in  the 
Union  service  during  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  1.  7th  Heavy  Artillery,  acting 
Infantry,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under 
General  Grant,  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg  and  the  Wilderness.  At 
Petersburg  he  was  captured  and  was  first  incar- 
cerated in  Libby  prison  and  later  in  ,\ndersonville. 
After  his  exchange  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and. 
having  veteranized,  he  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  returned  to  Albany, 
where  he  married  and  made  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  (2)  Samuel,  who  was 
educated  in  England,  also  enlisted  in  Companv  1, 


7th  Heavy  Artillery,  acting  Infantry,  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  Cold  Harbor,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  been  killed  in  the  latter  engage- 
ment, as  he  was  never  heard  of  afterward.  He 
left  a wife  and  daughter,  Lucy,  now  residents  of 
Albany  county,  X.  Y.  (3)  Michael  lived  for  a 
time  with  the  family  in  Albany  county,  X.  Y.,  and 
then  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army.  He  served  under  Gen.  Sherman 
until  -the  close  -of  the  war  and  then  returned  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  married  and  reared  a large 
family,  that  are  still  residents  of  that  State.  (4) 
Henry,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family.  (5) 
Elizabeth  was  married  in  Minnesota  to  a Mr.  Tis- 
dale and  there  they  still  reside.  They  have  a large 
family  of  children.  (6)  Edmund  enlisted  from 
Saratoga  county,  X.  Y.,  in  a cavalry  company  and 
served  through  the  war.  He  is  now  married  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Massachusetts.  His  chil- 
dren are  Maud.  William  and  Edmund.  (7)  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  Lambert  Tanner,  of  Albany  county, 
X.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  daughters — May  and 
Clara. 

Henry  Connelly  was  about  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  New  World, 
and  he  was  principally  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Fort  Edwards,  Saratoga  Co.,  X.  Y.  When  young 
he  worked  in  the  cotton  mills  of  Columbia  county, 
that  State,  and  in  1853  went  from  there  to  Cohoes, 
Albany  county,  where  he  was  employed  as  foreman 
in  the  weaving  mills  for  some  years.  While  thus 
engaged,  in  i860,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his 
left  arm,  it  being  caught  in  the  belt.  After  that  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Albany  county 
until  1893.  when  he  came  to  his  present  home  in 
Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  1863  Mr.  Connelly  married  Miss  Marian 
McAuley,  of  Albany  county,  X.  Y.,  who  died  in 
1878.  leaving  one  daughter,  Jessie,  a resident  of 
Cohoes.  Albany  county.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1879  with  Miss  Lunette  Stoddard,  who 
received  an  excellent  education  and  was  one  of  the 
successful  school  teachers  of  Susquehanna  county 
for  a period  of  six  years.  Her  parents  were  Wil- 
bur D.  and  Annie  ( Prentice)  Stoddard,  representa- 
tives of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
families  of  Susquehanna  county.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Thompson  township  and  was  a son  of 
Jesse  Stoddard,  a native  of  Massachusetts  and  a 
pioneer  of  Susquehanna  county.  Four  children 
were  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely: 
Raymond  and  Lila  both  died  in  childhood : Harrv 
W.,  born  in  Cohoes,  X.  Y„  in  1880.  attended  school 
in  Albany  and  is  now  in  a store  in  New  York  City; 
and  Luil.  born  in  Albany  county,  X.  Y.,  is  a student 
in  the  home  schools.  Mr.  Connelly  continued  his 
residence  in  Albany  county,  X.  Y..  until  1893.  when 
he  came  to  Susquehanna  county.  Penn.,  and  pur- 
chased the  old  Stoddard  homestead  in  Oakland 
township,  where  he  is  now  successfullv  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a member  of  the 
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Farmers  Alliance  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  a Repub- 
lican m politics.  Though  reared  in  the  Afennonite 
Church,  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a cultured  woman 
who  retains  the  noble  qualities  of  her  race  and 
people.  Both  stand  high  in  the  esteem  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  and  have  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  throughout  the  community  where 
they  now  live. 

JACOB  BROTZMAN,  a prosperous,  self- 
made  farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  July  30,  1831,  111  Warren  county, 
X.  j.,  son  of  Samuel  and  grandson  of  Jacob  and 
Susannah  Brotzman,  natives  of  Germany,  who  died 
in  Blairstown.  Jacob  Brotzman  was  a farmer  by 
occupation. 

Samuel  Brotzman  was  born  March  12,  1808, 
in  Blairstown,  X.  J.,  and  was  married,  at  Easton, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Moser,  a native  of  that  town, 
whose  parents,  George  and  Susan  Moser,  were 
born  in  Germany;  they  died  at  Mosertown,  Penn. 
The  young  couple  took  up  their  residence  in  Xew 
Jersey,  and  thence  in  1836  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  locating  at  South  Auburn,  where 
they  ended  their  days.  Mr.  Brotzman  first  took 
up  fifty-four  acres  of  wild  land,  made  a clearing 
for  his  log  house  and  set  to  work  to  improve  the 
tract,  and  he  subsequently  took  up  another  ninety- 
six  acres.  He  passed  away  in  1893,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  and  his  wife  in  July,  i860,  at  the 
age  of  sixty,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  South 
Auburn.  'They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Their  children  were : George,  who  is  a 

farmer  in  Auburn  township;  Jacob,  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch  : Henry,  a farmer  of  Wisconsin ; 
Gabriel,  who  died  young;  Edward,  engaged  in 
farming  in  Wisconsin ; Susanna,  wife  of  Lyman 
Carter,  a retired  farmer  of  Waverly.  X.  V. ; Sam- 
uel. a farmer  in  Wisconsin  ( he  served  in  the  Civil 
war  in  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I.)  ; Isaac,  who  died 
at  Annapolis,  Aid.,  of  diphtheria,  while  a prisoner, 
he.  too,  having  enlisted  in  the  Union  service ; 
William,  who  joined  Company  L.  13th  P.  V.  C., 
and  was  killed  while  in  the  service : and  Anthony, 
who  is  a farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in  South 
Auburn. 

Jacob  Brotzman  lived  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and 
when  but  a lad  of  twelve  years  began  to  work  for 
neighboring  farmers  in  order  to  assist  his  parents, 
who,  though  hard-working  people,  needed  his  help, 
for  the  pioneers  of  this  region  had  a struggle  even 
for  an  ordinary  living.  After  leaving  home  he 
worked  tor  011c  week  at  75  cents  per.  day,  and  after- 
ward received  $12  per  month  for  his  services,  en- 
gaging with  farmers  and  lumbermen  for  thirteen 
months.  He  then  went  to  Bradford  county,  where 
he  took  up  sixty-four  acres  of  new  land,  made  a 
clearing  for  a log  house,  and  there  remained  for 
ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  received 


$1,000  for  the  place.  He  had  cleared  about  forty- 
rive  acres.  Returning  to  Auburn  township,  Air. 
Brotzman  took  up  a tract  of  eighty-eight  acres 
here,  which  he  also  improved,  and  five  years  later, 
after  he  had  thirty-five  acres  cleared,  the  place 
brought  him  $2,700,  though  he  paid  but  $300  for 
it.  Mr.  Brotzman  has  since  lived  on  his  present 
farm  in  Auburn,  comprising  eighty-four  acres  of 
good  land,  for  which  he  paid  $3,100.  Air.  Brotz- 
man has  acquired  a comfortable  competence  by 
years  of  industry  and  thrift,  for  he  has  worked  very 
hard  until  recent  years,  his  son  now  operating  the 
farm.  He  is  very  active  for  his  age,  however,  and 
has  never  had  to  call  a doctor;  he  is  five  feet,  eight 
inches  in  height,  and  weighs  145  pounds.  Air. 
Brotzman  may  well  be  ranked  among  the  pioneers 
of  Susquehanna  county,  for  he  has  done  his  full 
share  in  the  conversion  of  what  was  once  a wilder- 
ness into  a productive  region,  and  he  is  highly 
respected  throughout  the  township,  where  he  is  well 
known. 

In  December,  1853,  Air.  .Brotzman  was  mar- 
ried, in  Auburn  township,  to  Aliss  Clymena  Havens, 
who  was  born  in  Xew  York  State,  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  (Freeman)  Havens,  who 
caine  thence  to  Susquehanna  county  in  an  early 
day  and  made  a permanent  home  here.  Airs. 
Brotzman  passed  away  August  18,  1890,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years,  and  was  interred  in  Bolles  cemetery. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  Charles  and 
Armeda  J.,  both  of  whom  are  living  with  their 
father.  Charles  married  Aliss  Emily  Wilson,  who 
died  leaving  three  children — Grace,  Cora  and  Jacob 
D.  Air.  Brotzman  is  a Republican  in  political 
preference. 

KLIXE  SHAVER,  a leading  farmer  and 
representative  citizen  of  Ararat  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  resided  here  since  1870,  having 
come  to  this  locality  from  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co., 
X.  Y.  He  was  born  in  that  county,  in  1854.  a son 
of  Jacob  and  Letitia  (Kline)  Shaver.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Columbia  county,  that  State,  and 
was  reared  and  married  in  Xew  York.  In  1870 
he  brought  his  family  to  Pennsylvania  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  four  years  later.  His  wife 
still  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject.  She  was  born  in  Xew  York,  in  1823.  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Decker)  Kline, 
natives  of  Columbia  county,  that  State.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandparents,  were  John  and  Hannah  ( Hotf- 
tella)  Kline,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the 
latter  of  Xew  York.  Her  grandfather  was  a fife 
major  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  at  the  close  of 
that  struggle  located  in  Xew  York,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  Her  maternal  grandfather.  Cor- 
nelius Decker,  lived  and  died  in  Columbia  county, 
X.  Y..  and  was  a representative  of  one  of  its  most 
prominent  pioneer  families. 
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In  order  of  birth  the  children  born  to  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  as  follows:  Phebe  is  the 

wife  of  J.  W.  Ballard,  of  Elk  county,  Penn. ; Titus 
is  married  and  resides  in  Ararat  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Christina  is  the  wife  of  Edgar 
Strain,  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county ; Martha 
is  at  present  making  her  home  with  our  subject; 
Etta  is  the  wife  of  O.  L.  Payne,  of  Preston,  Wayne 
county;  Kline  is  the  next  of  the  family;  (J.  J.  is 
married  and  lives  in  Ararat  township ; and  Kleber, 
born  in  New  York  State,  in  1863,  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  partnership  with  our  subject.  They 
have  an  excellent  farm  of  315  acres,  which  they 
have  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
as  they  thoroughly  understand  their  chosen  calling, 
they  are  meeting  with  good  success  in  its  operation. 
They  are  industrious,  enterprising  and  energetic, 
and  have  become  quite  prominent  in  public  atfairs. 
Both  are  ardent  supporters  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  have  several  times  served  on  the  election  board. 
Kline  is  a member  of  the  school  board,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  elected  February  18,  1896,  and  has 
served  as  secretary  of  the  same  four  years,  and  on 
February  15,  1898,  was  elected  assessor  of  the  town- 
ship. 1'hat  office  he  is  now  most  creditably  filling. 
Kleber  was  elected  township  clerk,  February  20, 
1894,  and  has  since  filled  that  position  with  the 
exception  of  one  term. 

MORGAN  L.  MILLER,  M.  D.,  of  Susque- 
hanna, though  now  only  in  the  meridian  of  life,  has 
attained  such  proficiency  in  medicine  and  surgery  as 
to  give  him  rank  among  the  foremost  in  the  pro- 
fession not  only  in  Susquehanna  county  but  in  east- 
ern Pennsylvania,  a section  in  which  his  ancestors 
in  several  lines  have  been  among  the  foremost  citi- 
zens, substantial  men  and  women  throughout  the 
century. 

Phillip  Miller,  the  Doctor’s  grandfather,  and  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where,  at  Easton,  was 
born,  in  1832,  David  Miller,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  David  Miller,  who  early  in 
life  settled  at  Stroudsburg,  was  there  married,  in 
1858,,  to  Edna  Loder,  and  in  that  place  their  lives 
have  since  been  passed,  and  there  both  are  now  pass- 
ing life’s  evening  greatly  esteemed  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  that  community,  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Miller  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  property  in  and  about  Stroudsburg, 
and  his  business  has  been  in  the  line  of  real  estate. 
He  is  a business  man  of  ability  and  good  judgment, 
has  so  managed  his  own  affairs  as  to  make  him  an 
available  man  for  public  business,  and  his  services 
have  frequently  been  sought  bv  his  fellow  citizens 
who  have  elected  him  to  a number-  of  township- 
offices.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat.  To 
the  marriage  of  David  and  Edna  (Loder)  Miller 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Morgan  L.  is  our 
subject:  Laura  is  the  wife  of  William  Warner,  of 
Stroudsburg;  and  M.  Walter  is  a lawyer  in  Phila- 
delphia. 


Morgan  L.  Miller  was  born  December  18, 
i860,  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  received  Ins  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  schools  of  Stroudsburg, 
graduating  at  the  academy  there,  and  supplement- 
ing it  with  a course  of  study  at  the  Monroe  Col- 
legiate Institute.  He  studied  medicine  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  N.  G.  Lesh,  of  Stroudsburg  ,and  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  1879,  1880,  1881  and  1882,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  in  the  latter  year.  After 
his  graduation  he  located  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  which  continued  to 
be  his  place  of  residence,  and  that  point  and  vicinity 
his  field  of  operation  up  until  in  March,  1899,  when 
he  moved  to  Susquehanna.  For  some  sixteen  years 
Dr.  Miller  was  the  physician  for  Harmony  town- 
ship, and  he  has  been  health  officer  for  the  village 
of  Lanesboro  from  the  creation  of  that  office.  He 
served  for  six  years  on  the  school  board  and  for  three 
years  was  a member  of  the  village  council.  Ambi- 
tious to  excel  in  his  profession,  the  Doctor  has  in  the 
last  half-decade  availed  himself  of  study  and  ob- 
servation under  some  of  the  most  learned  and  pro- 
ficient men  of  the  time  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
in  the  most  modernlv  equipped  hospitals.  This 
preparation  included  a post-graduate  course,  in 
1896,  in  the  Medical  School  and  Hospital  in  New 
York  City;  and  also  a course,  in  1897,  in  the  New 
York  Polytechnic  Medical  School  and  Hospital. 
He  also  took,  in  1896,  an  operative  course  in  sur- 
gery under  Prof.  Charles  B.  Kelsey,  M.  D..  of  New 
York ; and  also  a course  under  the  eminent  surgeon 
John  A.  Wythe,  and  Robert  T.  Dauborn,  of  that 
city.  Then,  thoroughly  prepared  through  years  of 
study  and  practice,  and  from  touch  with  men  of 
eminence  in  the  profession  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, and  in  practice  and  observation  in  the  most 
modern  hospitals.  Dr.  Miller  has  become  especially 
fitted  to  render  the  highest  skill  of  this  advanced 
age  to  the  profession  in  and  about  the  locality 
in  which  his  lot  has  been  cast,  while  in  the  line  of 
surgery  he  has  especially  figured  successfully  in  a 
number  of  difficult  cases  and  in  which  he  has  at- 
tained high  rank.  His  ability  as  a surgeon  was  evi- 
denced by  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  in  his  ap- 
pointment, in  1897,  as  surgeon  for  that  great  road 
in  Susquehanna,  and.  too.  by  the  government  in  his 
appointment  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Examining 
Surgeons  for  Pensions  for  Susquehanna  county, 
both  of  which  positions  he  still  ably  and  efficiently 
fills.  He  is  a member  of  the  Susquehanna  Medical 
Society,  of  the  International  Association  of  Rail- 
road Surgeons,  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  also  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Surgeon  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  a most  active  and  energetic  busi- 
ness man  as  well  as  a busy  one  in  his  profession,  so 
much  so  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  one  can  get 
his  attention  on  outside  matters.  Pie  is  genial  and 
social  in  manner,  easily  approached  and  cordial, 
which  give  him  just  popularity.  The  Doctor  es- 
tablished. in  1899,  a hospital  at  Susquehanna.  His 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party. 
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Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
identified  with  St.  Andrews  Commandery  at  Sus- 
quehanna. He  is  a director  in  the  City  National 
.Bank  of  the  borough. 

On  June  3,  1883,  Dr.  Miller  was  married,  at 
Lanesboro,  to  Miss  Nellie  E.,  born  in  1855,  in  that 
village,  a daughter  of  David  and  Cordelia  ^ Weeks) 
Taylor.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  attendants  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Miller  is  an 
active  member  and  worker  and  the  Doctor  a liberal 
contributor.  They  are  the  possessors  of  a fine 
property  at  Lanesboro,  and  have  a most  pleasant 
home  at  Susquehanna,  where  Mrs.  Miller  dispenses 
a generous  hospitality,  she  being  a lady  of  culture, 
refinement  and  accomplishments.  She  is  of  great 
assistance  to  the  Doctor  in  both  his  profession  and 
business.  The  Taylor  family  from  which  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler descends  was  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  forerunner  of  which  was  Dav- 
id Taylor,  her  great-grandfather,  who  with  his  wife 
Mercy  and  children  settled  in  Gibson  township  as 
early  as  1804,  and  at  Smiley  the  father  erected  and 
occupied  a hotel  building  where  was  dispensed  an 
old-time  hospitality.  In  1814  he  removed  to  what 
became  Taylortown  (now  Hickory  Grove),  named 
in  his  honor,  in  Great  Bend  township. 

William  Taylor,  Mrs.  Miller's  grandfather, 
born  in  1780,  a hatter  by  trade,  worked  at  the  busi- 
ness and  supplied  various  localities  in  that  article 
throughout  the  State  and  also  the  State  of  New 
York,  carrying  on  the  business  near  Smiley  Hol- 
low. He  married  Elizabeth  Jones,  born  in  1789. 
They  removed  to  Taylor  Town  in  1816,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  dying,  he  in 
1851,  and  she  in  1864.  After  locating  in  Great 
Bend  township  he  was  mostly  employed  in  farming 
and  lumbering. 

David  Taylor,  Mrs.  Miller's  father,  born  in 
1814,  was  reared  in  Great  Bend  township  to  the 
business  of  lumbering  and  farming  till  reaching 
his  majority,  receiving  only  one  term  of  school. 
On  becoming  of  age  he  purchased  of  his  father  600 
acres  of  timberland,  on  which  he  built  a sawmill, 
and  there  carried  on  the  lumber  business  until  1845 
when  he  settled  at  Lanesboro.  At  that  place,  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother  Jonathan,  he  purchased  the 
Jesse  Lane  property  which  consisted  of  considerable  | 
real  estate  including  a grist  and  saw  mill.  Shortly 
thereafter  David  sold  his  interest  to  another  brother, 
Jacob,  and  in  1851  .removed  to  what  was  known 
as  the  Hilborn  place,  which  he  purchased.  This 
property  he  sold  five  years  later  and  purchased 
the  Bethel  Hill  property,  and  in  1866,  the  John 
Comfort  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  in  1873.  He  was  a man  of  great  resolution, 
energy  and  self-reliance,  and  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a comfortable  competence.  He  was  also  a 
man  of  correct  habits  and  sympathetic  nature,  giv- 
ing liberally  to  the  Church  and  to  charitable  pur- 
poses, as  well  as  rendering  assistance  to  those  strug- 
gling with  adversity.  The  religious  connections  of 
the  Taylor  family  in  general  were  with  the  Univer- 


salist  Church.  The  political  affiliations  of  David 
Taylor  were  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which 
he  gave  his  support  and  influence.  He  was  twice 
married,  first,  in  1840,  to  Amity,  daughter  of  Mar- 
maduke  Salisbury . She  died  seven  years  later  and 
he  married  (second),  in  1849,  Mrs.  Cornelia  B. 
Benton,  widow  of  Ansel  Benton,  but  formerly  Miss 
Weeks,  of  Afton,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1817,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (Pearsall)  Weeks,  she  be- 
ing a woman  of  marked  intelligence  and  high  moral 
character.  To  this  second  marriage  of  David  Tav- 
lor  were  born  Nora  T.,  in  1849,  who  married  Adel- 
bert  J.  Slager,  a prominent  business  man  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  now  treasurer  of  the  Binghamton 
Trust  Co.,  also  president  of  the  City  National  Bank 
of  Susquehanna ; Charles  M.,  born  in  1855,  a farm- 
er of  Harmony  township,  who  married  Agnes  E., 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Taylor  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing;  and  Nellie  E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
David  Taylor  died  in  1873,  and  his  widow  in  1898. 

On  his  mother's  side  Dr.  Miller  is  in  the  fifth 
generation  from  William  Loder,  whose  ancestors 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  what  is  now  Ox- 
ford township,  Warren  county,  N.  ].,  the  line  of  iiis 
descent  being  through'  William,  Isaac,  William  PI., 
and  Edna  (Loder)  Miller. 

I.  William  Loder,  probably  of  English  descent, 

born  in  1740,  in  Oxford  township,  married  in  1764, 
Catherine  , who  was  born  in  1745. 

II.  Isaac  Loder,  son  of  William,  born  in  1772, 
marriedSarah  Hummer,  born  in  1774.  They  resid- 
ed on  the  river  some  three  miles  below  Belvidere, 
N.  J.  He  died  in  1854,  and  his  wife  in  1839. 

III.  William  LI.  Loder,  son  of  Isaac,  and  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Edna  (Loder)  Miller,  born  in  179 7, 
married,  in  1819,  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  Freder- 
ick and  Margaret  (Snover)  Kinney,  of  Walnut 
Valley,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  in  1826  located  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  Penn.  Mr.  Loder 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that  as  an 
occupation  mainly  through  his  active  life.  He 
owned  a fine  farm  of  160  acres,  but  retired  from 
this  and  other  active  business  in  i860,  removing  to 
Stroudsburg,  where  lie  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  in  1872.  Through  his  own  efforts  and  with- 
out any  pecuniary  assistance  he  acquired  a fair 
competence,  the  result  of  honesty  and  industrv.  He 
was  a man  of  good  judgment  and  exemplary  hab- 
its, and  both  himself  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Stroudsburg.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (1)  Frederick  K.,  born  in  1823.  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Michigan,  and  died  in  1885. 
(2)  Isaac  H.,  born  in  1826.  married  and  moved  to 
Kansas  about  1856,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death  in  1883.  (3)  Alexander  \\\,  born  in  1828. 
married,  in  1851,  Emily  Van  Vliet.  He  is  a mer- 
chant at  East  Stroudsburg.  (4)  Sarah  M..  born  in 
1833.  is  the  wife  of  Melehoir  Smith,  a wheelwright 
of  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Edna  is  the  mother  of  Dr. 
Miller.  (6)  William  M.,  born  in  1839,  located  in 
tlie  State  of  Kansas,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  served  in 
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Missouri  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Nathan  Lyon,  who 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek.  Later 
he  returned  east  and  again  enlisted  in  the  sere  ice 
from  Stroudsburg,  serving  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Colonel.  After 
the  war  he  married  and  located  in  Albion,  Mich., 
where  he  has  obtained  a large  competence  as  lum- 
ber merchant  and  contractor.  He  is  now  a resident 
of  Albion,  Michigan. 

ALSEX  H.  BURDICK,  an  honored  and  high- 
ly-esteemed citizen  of  Clifford,  was  born  January 
9,  1842,  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Zebediah  Burdick,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island  January  20,  1812,  and  with 
his  parents  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1825, 
locating  in  the  eastern  part  of  Clifford  township, 
at  what  is  now  known  as  the  Burdick  settlement. 
In  connection  with  farming  he  followed  the  boot 
and  shoemaker's  trade.  He  held  several  township 
offices,  and  belonged  to  the  State  Militia.  In  Madi- 
son county,  X.  V.,  on  November  19,  1835,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Irish,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
a daughter  of  Elias  Irish,  who  removed  from  Con- 
necticut to  New  York  at  an  early  day.  Her  grand- 
father, Joseph  Irish,  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick  had  ffve 
children,  all  born  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest,  who 
was  a native  of  New  York.  Catherine  H.  is  now 
deceased ; Alsen  H.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Elmina  S.,  born  February  3,  1845,  ’s 
deceased;  John  J.,  born  June  1.  1848,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year;  and  Loren  Z.,  born  May  24.  1850, 
completes  the  family.  The  father  was  called  to 
his  final  rest  August  2,  1865,  and  the  mother,  who 
was  born  April  22,  1808,  died  January  24,  1864,  of 
black  fever,  from  which  disease  her  daughter  also 
died.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
located  on  the  old  Burdick  homestead.  They  were 
earnest,  consistent  Christians,  members  of  the 
Seventh-Day  Baptist  Church. 

Alsen  H.  Burdick  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  a common-school  education.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  their  deaths,  after  which 
he  purchased  a farm  of  seventy-five  acres  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  account  with  good 
success.  He  also  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  in  November, 
1892,  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Clifford,  and  is 
now  practically  living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  former  toil. 

On  January  9,  1865.  in  Clifford  township,  Mr. 
Burdick  married  Miss  Ann  F.  Finn.  The  only 
child  born  of  this  union  died  in  infapcy.  Mrs. 
Burdick  was  born  on  Elk  Mountain,  Clifford  town- 
ship, September  18.  1846.  a daughter  of  Clark  and 
Maria  (Coleman)  Finn,  also  natives  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  Her  grandparents,  James  and  Polly  [ 
(Wells)  Finn,  and  John  and  Christina  ( Felts)  Cole-  i 
man,  were  farming  people,  and  life-long  residents  ' 


of  Susquehanna  county.  In  early  life  her  father 
worked  at’  both  the  carpenter's  and  blacksmith's 
trades,  but  later  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  was 
buried  there.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  makes  her  home  in  Her- 
rick township,  Susquehanna  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Albert  E.,  deceased ; Ann  F.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Henry  H.,  a mechanic  and  contractor  of 
Uniondale;  and  Christine  E.,  deceased  wife  of  O. 
W.  Chandler,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
old  F’inn  homestead. 

Being  a strong  temperance  man,  Mr.  Burdick 
affiliates  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  roadmaster  in  a most  creditable  and  sat- 
isfactory manner.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Clif- 
ford, in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  the  past 
five  years,  and  his  life  is  in  perfect  harmony  with 
his  professions. 

BL’RDICK  FAMILY.  Prominent  among  the 
old  historic  families  of  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  were  the  Burdicks.  Their  ances- 
tral home  was  in  Rhode  Island,  and  they  came  of 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  the  progenitor  of  the 
numerous  and  progressive  family  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, having  been  Stephen  Burdick,  who  served  in 
the  conflict  for  American  independence. 

Stephen  Burdick  was  a farmer,  and  lived  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.  He  was  a zealous  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  married  Marv 
Church,  who  bore  him  nine  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Joel,  Billings,  Caleb,  Joshua.  Thomas, 
Zebediah.  Stephen.  Kendall,  Elias,  and  Pollv,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Barber  Cardner.  Not  all  these 
children  migrated  to  Susquehanna  county.  Elias, 
the  youngest  son  in  the  family,  came  first  in  1816, 
bringing  with  him  his  two  nephews.  Thomas  and 
Billings.  Simeon,  a brother  of  Thomas  and  Billings, 
also  came  in  1816.  In  1825  Kendall  Billings,  brother 
of  Elias,  also  removed  to  Clifford  township.  Joshua 
and  Billings  Burdick,  sons  of  Stephen,  moved  to 
Greenfield  township.  Lackawanna  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

E'ias  Burdick,  the  youngest  son  of  Stephen, 
was  born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  in  1780.  He  became 
a ship  carpenter,  but  in  1816  came  to  Clifford  town- 
ship. Susquehanna  county,  and  purchased  a farm. 
In  1S06  he  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Patty  Bright- 
man  (1786-18101.  who  bore  him  two  daughters, 
Patty,  born  in  1807.  wife  of  Gideon  Palmer,  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Thankful,  born  in  1809.  who 
married  Abram  Burdick,  of  Clifford.  For  his 
second  wife  Elias  Burdick  married  in  1811.  Sarah 
Brightman  (1788-1859),  and  by  this  marriage  his 
children  were:  Luther  (1812-1878),  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township:  Sally  (1814-1877),  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Cole,  also  deceased,  who  was  a farmer  of  Clif- 
ford township;  Mary,  who  married  her  cousin, 
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Philip  Burdick,  of  Clifford  township;  Julia,  born 
in  1818,  who  married  Rev.  13.  13.  Palmer,  a .Method- 
ist Episcopal  minister  of  Nebraska  (both  now  de- 
ceased) ; Stephen,  born  in  1820.  a retired  fanner 
of  Clifford;  Abigail,  born  in  1822,  who  married 
William  H.  Main  (both  are  deceased)  ; Elisha,  de- 
ceased, born  in  1824,  who  settled  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Clifford  township;  and  Caleb  (1826-1874), 
a farmer  in  Clifford.  Elias  Burdick,  the  fa- 
ther, died  on  his  farm  in  1858,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years.  Billings  Burdick,  son  of  Stephen,  set- 
tled in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
with  his  wife,  Hannah. 

Simeon  B.  Burdick,  who  came  to  Clifford  town- 
ship in  1816,  was  born  inHopkinton.R.  I.,  in  1788. the 
son  of  Billings  and  Hannah  Burdick,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Stephen  Burdick,  the  progenitor.  He  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  the  wilderness  in  Clifford  town-  I 
ship,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Catherine  (Broton),  also 
a native  of  Rhode  Island,  became  prominent  set- 
tlers. They  were  devout  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  To  their  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows : Louise,  who  married  Henry  Reynolds ; Sim- 
eon, a prominent  citizen  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Thomas,  a retired  farm- 
er of  Clifford  township;  Caroline  (deceased),  who 
married  Rufus  Burritt ; Sarah,  widow  of  Olonzo  1 
Richardson,  of  Dundaff,  Penn. ; Jeremiah,  who  mar-  I 
ried  Sarah  Stevens,  and  died  in  Scranton ; Alfred, 
who  moved  West ; Elmira,  who  married  Joseph 
Avery,  of  Carbondale ; Gilbert,  deceased  : Billings,  a 1 
farmer  of  New  Milford  township;  Fanny  (unmar-  j 
ried),  of  Dunfall;  and  Charles,  who  resides  in 
Honesdale.  Simeon  B.  Burdick  died  December  24, 

1870,  aged  eighty-two  years;  his  wife  had  preceded 
him  to  the  better  land,  dying  in  1858.  The  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  Clifford  cemetery. 

Kendall  Burdick,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born  in 
1778,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  he  married  Hannah  ] 
Gray,  who  was  born  in  1775,  and  died  in  1843. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  While  in  the  East 
he  was  engaged  as  steward  on  whaling  vessels,  but 
in  1825  he  removed  from  his  native  State,  settling 
in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co..  Penn., 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits ; there  he  remained  until  his  death,  in 

1871,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  He 
was  an  earnest  Baptist  in  religious  belief,  and  realiz-  j 
ing  the  need  of  a Church  home  in  the  new  settlement 
he  became  prominently  interested  in  the  construction  , 
of  the  Seventh-Day  Baptist  Church  near  his  farm. 
He  was  a close  and  accurate  student  of  the  Bible, 
and  preserved  to  a remarkable  degree  his  phvsical 
and  mental  powers  in  his  old  age.  His  children 
were  as  follows;  Elias,  a mechanic,  who  remained 
in  Rhode  Island;  Mason,  for  a time  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township,  who  later  removed  to  Lacka-  ! 
wanna  county;  Dolly,  who  first  married  Putnam  j 
Edwards,  and  after  his  death  Roswell  Ames ; Abra-  j 
ham,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township:  Zebediah.  also 

a farmer,  of  Clifford  township : Philip,  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  July  1,  1814,  who  married  Mary  1 


Burdick,  his  cousin  (daughter  of  Elias)  : Happy, 
who  married  Ezra  Carpenter,  a farmer,  of  L’nion- 
dale;  and  Harriet,  of  Clifford,  widow  of  Luther  S. 
Burdick. 

VAX  BUSKIRK  FAMILY.  Andrew  Van 
Buskirk,  the  first  representative  of  the  family  in 
Harford,  Susquehana  county,  was  born  in  Hamp- 
tonburg.  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  6,  1814,  son  of 
David  Van  Buskirk.  His  father  was  a man  of 
property,  but  reverses  overtook  him,  and  he  died 
when  Andrew  was  five  years  old.  His  mother’s 
maiden  name  is  believed  to  have  been  Raynor. 
They  had  nine  children.  Charlotte  (Raynor),  Levi, 
Cornelius,  Jeremiah,  Sylvenus,  two  sons  whose 
names  are  unknown,  Andrew,  and  Mary  Ann  (Os- 
trander). The  mother  struggled  to  keep  the  family 
together,  but  Andrew  was  at  an  early  age  appren- 
ticed to  the  trade  of  painter;  became  skillful  in 
decorating,  sign  painting,  and  gilding  : and  showed 
considerable  ability  as  an  artist.  In  his  after  years 
of  farming  he  still  loved  his  trade,  and  earned  many 
dollars  at  it. 

On  February  8,  1837,  'n  XX  allkill.  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Andrew  \ an  Buskirk  married  Mary  Gil- 
lespie, who  was  born  August  20,  1S13.  Her  father, 
Robert  Gillespie,  was  born  April  28.  1774,  and 
married  Leah  Crance,  who  died  in  October,  1813. 
They  lived  in  Scotchtown,  Orange  county.  Their 
children  were:  Andrew,  Jonathan  Dunning.  Alan- 
son.  Permelia  (Smith),  Susan  (Smith),  Amanda 
(Dailey),  and  Mary  (Van  Buskirk). 

Mary  (Gillespie)  X'an  Buskirk  was  an  esti- 
mable woman,  _adored  by  her  children,  scarcely  less 
by  those  who  came  into  her  family  by  marriage. 
Converted  in  her  youth,  she  united  with  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  in  Montgomery,  and  later,  bv 
letter,  with  the  Congregational  Church  of  Harford, 
She  was  her  father’s  housekeeper  until  her  mar- 
riage. after  which  he  lived  with  his  children  in  their 
various  places  of  abode,  dying  in  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
December  23.  1857.  With  tile  exception  of  a few 
years  spent  in  Susquehanna  county  his  life  was 
passed  in  Orange  county.  New  York. 

Andrew  V an  Buskirk.  wife  and  infant  daughter 
removed  to  Harford  from  Montgomery  in  Febru- 
ary. 1839.  Her  sister  Amanda,  who  married  Henrv 
Dailey,  came  soon  after.  Dailey  buving  the  Samuel 
Thatcher  homestead.  Andrew  X'an  Buskirk  pur- 
chased the  Hosea  Tiffany  homestead  for  S1.200. 
In  July,  same  year,  he  made  a transfer  with  Thomas 
Sweet,  who  owned  the  Robert  Foliet  farm,  and 
here  they  lived  until  1832.  Robert  Gillespie  had 
previously  purchased  seventy  acres  of  Samuel  Guile 
(originally  belonging  to  John  Carpenter),  on  which 
stood  the  old  Columbian  school  house,  and  had  given 
the  place  to  his  daughter  Mary:  and  thither  they 
removed.  This  school  house,  erected  in  1809.  was 
the  first  one  in  Harford.  It  remained  in  use  until 
1820:  was  afterward  occupied  by  many  families; 
and  underwent  some  changes.  Mr.  Van  Buskirk 
doubled  its  length,  painted  and  beautified  it,  and 
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subsequently  it  was  still  further  enlarged.  The 
original  school  room  is  the  parlor  of  this  house,  and 
in  it  the  first  three  of  Andrew  Van  Buskirk 's  daugh- 
ters were  married  by.  Rev.  A.  Miller. 

As  the  years  went  by  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  en- 
larged the  farm,  buying  seventy  acres  more,  and 
erected  buildings.  The  place  was  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed to  dairying,  and  his  wife's  skill  as  a butter 
maker  was  unequalled.  The  high  prices  created 
by  the  Civil  war  enabled  him  to  purchase  the  farm 
of  Henry  M.  Jones,  containing  126  acres,  and 
thither  he  removed  for  about  two  years,  leaving 
the  old  home  with  his  son  David  and  daughters 
Ella  and  Carrie.  Returning,  he  built  a very  large 
barn.  The  years  following  he  added  the  Timothy 
Hurley  farm,  21  acres;  the  Martin  Blanding  farm, 
106  acres;  the  Jacob  Clark  farm,  44  acres;  tire  Joel 
Harding  farm,  123  acres;  and  the  Daniel  Piper 
farm,  17  acres.  All  of  these  farms  adjoined  his, 
save  Harding's.  He  loved  the  spur  of  debt,  and 
his  advice  always  was;  "Run  into  debt  for  what  is 
valuable,  and  then  bend  every  energy'  to  get  out.” 
The  amount  of  butter  made  on  the  farm  front  1853 
to  1883  was  enormous.  But  his  ability  to  make 
money  was  largely  aided  by  a prudent,  tireless  wife, 
of  excellent  judgment. 

To  this  couple  were  born  eight  children ; Caro- 
line, December  14,  1837  (died  August  4,  1839)  ; 
Elizabeth  G.,  November  19,  1839;  Evaline,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1841 ; David  A.,  May  19,  1843  (a  sketch  of 
whom  follows ) ; Mary  Ellen,  May  30,  1845 ; Caro- 
line L.,  February  17,  1848;  Leah  G.,  January  16, 
1850  (died  January  27,  1850)  ; William  Harrison, 
May  20,  1855. 

( 1 ) Elizabeth  G.  Van  Buskirk  married  Lrbane 
Tingley,  son  of  Judge  Charles  Tingley,  February 
6,  i860.  He  inherited  the  farm  of  his  -father,  and 
subsequently  paid  for  a large  farm  in  Xew  Milford. 
Mrs.  Tingley  was  left  a widow  in  February,  1889. 
She  has.  with  patience,  tact  and  heroism,  maintained 
unbroken  the  homestead  of  200  acres.  The  Xew 
Milford  farm  and  her  own  inherited  farm  added 
to  her  cares.  She  has  that  nobility  of  character 
that  enables  her  to  entertain  royally  in  any  society, 
yet  hesitates  not  to  perform  labor  that  often  falls 
to  the  farmer’s  wife.  To  XIr.  and  Mrs.  Tingley 
were  born  children  as  follows : One  that  died  in  in- 
fancy, Eva  Tingley  (Harding),  Clara  May  (de- 
ceased), Arthur  Burr  (deceased),  Anna  Belle  (de- 
ceased), Adah  Pearl  (Summers),  Blanche,  Urbane 
Boyd,  and  Charles  Jav.  The  youngest  daughter 
is  attaining  excellence  as  a painter. 

(2)  Evaline  Van  Buskirk  was  married,  March 
11,  1861,  to  W illiam  H.  Tiffany,  who  comes  of  the 
hardy  pioneer  Tiffanys  who  first  settled  Harford. 
In  company  with  Peter  Cramer,  of.  Xew  Jersey, 
he  owns  a large  property  in  Alford.  Susquehanna 
county,  including  a saw  and  grist  mill  and  a store. 
He  manages  the  large  business  with  judgment,  and 
is  ably  assisted  by  his  son-in-law,  John  S.  Marean. 
Mrs.  Tiffany  inherits  her  mother's  lovable  dispo- 
sition, and  her  affability  and  tact  make  her  a wel- 


come member  of  any  circle  or  society.  Both  her- 
self and  only  child,  Mrs,  Hattie  A.  Marean,  are 
earnest  workers  in  the  Church. 

(3)  David  A.  Van  Buskirk  was  brought  upon 
a farm,  where  there  was  no  lack  of  labor,  early  show- 
ing superiority  in  turning  off  work.  It  moved  on 
without  hindrance,  and  apparently  without  effort. 
In  1866  he  decided  to  purchase  the  Henry  M.  Jones 
farm  of  his  father,  the  price  being  $5,000.  His  sister 
Carrie  was  his  housekeeper.  The  high  prices  com- 
manded by  butter  and  young  stock  after  the  war 
was  his  opportunity.  Incessant  labor,  great  pru- 
dence and  economy  caused  this  large  debt,  principal 
and  interest,  to  entirely  disappear  in  eight  years ; 
and  in  the  meantime  he  had  worked  up  a large  dairy, 
and  surrounded  himself  with  all  the  tools  and  ma- 
chinery of  farming.  He  was  very  fond  of  horses, 
could  control  the  worst  specimens,  and  each,  one, 
while  doing  its  full  quota  of  work,  improved  on  his 
hands. 

In  1 888  Air.  Van  Buskirk,  who  had  acquired 
the  Martin  Blanding  farm,  made. a transfer  with 
L.  L.  Leroy,  of  Xew  Milford  borough,  and  thither 
he  removed  and  began  mercantile  pursuits,  engaging 
at  first  in  the  meat  business.  Two  years  later  he 
added  a grocery  stock,  continuing  both  lines  one 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  lie  sold  out  and  pur- 
chased a livery  business  - from  William  B.  Phin- 
ney.  "That _ gentleman  afterward  bought  a half  in- 
terest, and  the  business  is  now  conducted  under  the 
firm  style  of  Van  Buskirk  & Phinney : Air.  Van 
Buskirk  has  invested  much  capital  in  this  enterprise. 
In  company  with  A.  H.  Crosier,  of  Thompson,  he 
purchased  the  undertaking  establishment  of  Na- 
thaniel Kimber,  which  they  continue  to  carry  on, 
the  firm  being  Crosier  & Van  Buskirk.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  Air.  Van  Buskirk  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  the  borough.  He  owns  a fine 
house  and  lot  there,  and  still  retains  the  old  farm, 
which  bears  the  marks  of  his  improving  hand.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  takes  a warm  interest  in 
local  affairs,  and  served  two  years  each  as  super- 
visor and  poormaster  while  residing  in  Harford 
township. 

On  February  23,  1876,  Air.  Van  Buskirk  was 
married  in  Harford  township,  to  Aliss  Addie  Car- 
penter, a native  of  the  same,  who  belonged  to  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Harford;  her  parents,  Elias 
and  Amanda  (Tiffany)  Carpenter,  being  children 
of  settlers  from  Alassachusetts.  She  began  teaching 
when  seventeen,  the  common  schools.  Harford 
graded  school,  and  Soldiers'  Orphans  School  being 
the  fields  of  her  good  work.  In  her  married  life 
her  home  was  like  herself,  a place  of  neatness,  taste, 
culture  and  refinement.  In  1883  she  and  her  hus- 
band adopted  the  infant  son  of  his  brother,  whom 
they  named  Glenn  Carroll.  Airs.  Van  Buskirk  died 
October  22,  1890. 

On  June  22,  1892,  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  married 
Emilie  A.  Lamb,  daughter  of  Ambrose  J.  and  Eu- 
phemia  (Aludge)  Lamb.  Her  birthplace  is  Thomp- 
son, Susquehanna  county.  Her  ambition  was  early 
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in  the  line  of  teaching,  and  beginning  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  she  counts  many  terms  of  school  as  tri- 
umphs of  diligence  and  well-directed  energy.  For 
many  years  she  has  held  a position  in  the  New  Mil- 
ford graded  school,  and,  though  principals  have 
been  changed  often,  the  directors  have  retained  her 
over  all  applicants.  She  is  eminently  successful  as 
a primary  teacher.  She  holds  a warm  place  in  the 
hearts  of  the  family  into  which  she  has  married,  and 
her  culture  and  refinement  make  her  prominent 
in  society. 

(4)  Mary  Ellen  Van  Buskirk,  called  from 
childhood  "Ella,'’  married  Wallace  L.  Thatcher,  of 
Harford,  December  18,  1867.  She  inherits  from  her 
father  sound  common  sense,  and  is  very  practical ; 
and  to  her  prudence,  economy,  and  judgment  her 
husband  owes  what  success  has  come  in  the  materia! 
things  of  life.  She  has  sympathized  with  lhs  am- 
bitions and  intellectual  pursuits,  and  shares  joy- 
ously in  whatever  successes  he  has  attained.  The 
following  named  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Mary  Catherine-="daughter  Kate,”  diligent  and 
dutiful ; Arthur  S.,  who  died  in  childhood  and  Jesse 
O.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(5)  Caroline  L.  Van  Buskirk  called  from 
childhood  "Carrie,”  married  John  W.  Belknap, 
March  23,  1872.  Like  the  other  children,  there  was' 
no  disposition  to  shirk  hard  work ; and  she  left  the 
scenes  of  childhood  to  help  carve  out  a home  on 
wild  land  in  Osceola,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  her 
husband  had  some  time  before  purchased.  Many 
privations  were  endured.  Some  years  after  they 
resided  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  but  again  returned 
to  Osceola,  where  she  died  May  28,  1892.  Her  re- 
mains were  brought  back  and  interred  in  the  village 
cemetery,  whither  her  father  and  mother  had  preced- 
ed her,  and  where  all  the  family  expect  to  sleep. 
Mr.  Belknap  still  resides  in  Osceola.  In  his  early 
manhood  he  was  a teacher,  in  later  years  a tireless 
worker.  They  had  two  children : Lennie  E..  who 
died  in  childhood ; and  May  Adelle. 

(6)  William  Harrison  Van  Buskirk,  abbre- 
viated to  “Harry,”  married  Augusta  M.  Devine, 
February  27,  1879.  His  father  took  down  the  old 
house  on  the  Jacob  Clark  farm,  once  occupied  bv 
John  Carpenter,  and  erected  a large  residence.  The 
young  couple  set  out  to  pay  for  this  farm  and  home, 
but  on  the  birth  of  their  second  child  she  died,  Aug- 
ust 2,  1883.  Two  children  were  born  to  them:  Win- 
field S.  and  Glenn  Carroll  (adopted  by  his  brother). 
On  August  22,  1885,  he  married  Lizzie  F.  Cook. 
He  proved  himself  an  excellent  farmer,  with  the 
ability  to  dispatch  work ; the  farm  was  paid  for,  but 
he  subsequently  rented  it  and  removed  to  Harford 
village,  where  he  is  mail,  passenger,  and  freight 
carrier  between  that  place  and  Kingsley  station  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad. 
Mrs.  Van  Buskirk  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Church. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  union : Ethel 
R.,  Carrie  A.  and  Pearl. 

The  discerning  eye  of  Judge  Tinglev  had  meas- 
ured the  qualities  of  Andrew  Van  Buskirk's  fam- 


j ily  when  he  said  to  his  son  Urbane : "You  had  better 
J look  for  a wife  among  his  daughters.”  And  Ins 
advice  was  taken.  All  four  daughters  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church. 

Andrew  Van  Buskirk  died  September  27, 
1884.  A restless  life  came  to  an  end.  But  he  had 
proved  that  energy'  and  determination,  backed  up 
by  a will  that  would  brook  no  control,  could  make 
money  from  a farm  very  stony  and  rough.  His 
widow  outlived  him  five  years,  dwelling  among  her 
children  in  peace  and  rest.  She  died  at  her  son 
Harry's,  April  8,  1889,  and  a life  of  patience  and 
great  forbearance  was  merged  into  that  "rest  that 
remaineth  for  the  people  of  God."  cn  the  "ever- 
lasting hills"  of  heaven.  The  remains  of  both  were 
buried  at  Harford.  And  the  old  homestead,  with 
its  many  memories,  has  passed  into  the  hands  of 
strangers. 

THE  THACHER  FAMILY.  Parliamentary 
writs  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII  (1509-1547),  and 
earlier,  give  clews.  The  name  is  written  Le 
Thaccher  and  Le  Thachere.  The  insertion  of  a 
“t”  in  the  middle,  in  recent  years,  by  some  of  the 
family  is  without  right.  The  uniform  spelling, 
Thacher,  for  seven  generations,  is  conclusive  evi- 
dence. 

The  Hugo  manuscript  in  the  British  Museum 
says-  that  a Rev.  Peter  Thacher  was  vicar  of  the 
parish  of  Queen  Camel,  Somersetshire,  England, 
from  1574  to  1624.,  There  are  strong  reasons  for 
believing  that  he  was  the  father  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  of  Salisbury,  Wiltshire,  England,  and  of 
Antony  Thacher.  Died  1624.  Children:  Peter,  John, 
Rebeccali.  Antony,  Anne  (Batt). 

The  first  son  was  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Milton 
Clevedon,  Somersetshire,  six  years ; then  rector  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Edmunds,  Salisbury.  Wiltshire, 
eighteen  years,  dying  in  1640.  Born  1588.  Matricu- 
lated, Queen's  College,  Oxford,  1603.  Master’s  de- 
gree, 1 6 1 1 . Married  Anne  . Children: 

Peter,  Thomas,  Ann,  Martha  (Barker),  Elizabeth, 
John,  Samuel,  Paul,  Barnabas.  Thomas  came  to 
America  in  1635  with  his  uncle  Antony.  From 
these  two  the  Thachers  in  America  are  descended. 

This  son  Thomas,  born  in  1620,  became  first 
minister  of  Old  South  Church,  Boston.  Educated 
by  Rev.  Chas.  Chauncey,  afterward  president  of 
Harvard  College.  Eminent  in  piety  and  intellectual 
attainments.  Married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Ralph  Partridge,  minister  at  Duxbury.  Children : 
Peter,  Ralph.  Thomas.  Patience  (Kemp),  Eliza- 
beth (Davenport).  Died  in  1678. 

Peter,  born  1651,  resided  at  Milton.  Mass.  Or- 
dained pastor,  1681.  Married  Theodora,  daughter 
of  Rev.  John  Oxenhridge.  Children : Theodora, 
Bathsheba,  Oxenhridge.  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Peter, 
John.  Thomas.  John  (2).  Died  in  1727. 

Peter,  born  1O88.  resided  at  Middleboro,  Mass. 
A graduate  of  Harvard.  Ordained  1709.  Married 
Mary  daughter  of  Samuel  Prince.  Esq.,  of  Sand- 
wich. Children:  Mary,  Mercy  (Foster),  Peter, 
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Samuel,  Susanna,  Thomas,  John,  Oxenbridge, 
Moses,  Theodora.  He  died  1744. 

Peter,  born  1716,  resided  at  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Graduated  at  Plarvard.  Degree  of  A.  M.  Ordained 
1748.  "Eminent  and  fervent  in  piety.”  ‘‘Faith- 
ful and  beloved  pastor  of  Second  Congregational 
Church,  Attleboro.”  Married  Eethiah,  daughter 
of  Dea.  Obadiah  Carpenter.  Children : Mercy 
(Tyler),  Peter,  Thomas,  Obadiah,  John,  Mary, 
Bethiah  (Blanding),  Moses,  Samuel,  Nathan 
Prince.  He  died  1785. 

(1)  Mercy  married  John  Tyler  and  moved  to 
Harford  in  1794.  They  had  a large  family.  Job,  the 
second  son,  has  a grandson,  Edward  J.  Tyler,  dea- 
con of  Harford  Congregational  Church,  the  only 
representative,  with  his  children,  of  the  Tylers  in 
Susquehanna  countv.  Joab,  third  son,  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Prof.  William  S.  Tyler,  of  Amherst  College. 

Peter  married  Xanna  Tyler.  His  first  son, 
Peter,  married  Susan  Carpenter.  Children : Susan, 
John,  Calista  C.  These  three,  together  with  John's 
sons,  are  the  only  representatives  of  the  Thacher 
family,  bearing  the  name,  now  (1900)  living  in 
Attleboro. 

(4)  Obadiah  had  a large  family.  Came  to  Har- 
ford in  1799.  Among  his  children,  Moses  was  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  a Presbyterian  minis- 
ter. He  edited  a religious  and  anti-Masonic  paper, 
having  once  been  a member  of  the  Order,  is  an  author 
and  State  Senator  for  Massachusetts.  In  early 
anti-slavery  days  he  was  associated  with  William 
Lloyd  Garrison.  Hannah  (Pride)  and  Philene 
(Hotchkin)  were  missionaries  among  the  Choctaw 
Indians.  Tyler  graduated  at  Brown  University,  was 
pastor  at  Hawley,  Mass.,  and  went  to  California 
in  1851.  An  author. 

(5)  John,  born  1759,  married  Sarah  Richard- 
son. Children:  Sally  (Tyler),  Nathan  P.,  John, 
Myra  (Stephens),  Daniel,  Bethiah  (Ellsworth), 
Rebeccah,  Onley,  Amanda  (Greenwood),  Seth 
Williston.  John  Thacher  was  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. Came  to  Harford  in  1799.  A farmer.  Died 
1841. 

(6)  Mary,  unmarried,  came  to  Harford  previous 
to  1800. 

(7)  Moses  was  one  of  the  famous  Nine  Partners 
who  came  from  Attleboro  in  May,  1790,  and  pur- 
chased 2.560  acres  of  wild  land,  now  the  center 
of  Harford  township.  Moses  did  not  settle  until 
1799.  His  son,  Washington,  was  a pupil  of  Rev. 
Lyman  Richardson.  Began  theological  studv  in 
1818;  licensed,  1821.  Trustee  of  Auburn  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  A home  missionary.  Honorary  de- 
gree of  A.  M.,  from  Hamilton  College. 

(9)Samuel,  one  of  the  Nine  Partners,  settled  in 
Harford  in  1794.  Of  his  large  family,  all  found 
their  way  eventually  to  the  West,  save  Peter.  He 
has  a son  in  Binghamton,  Prof.  S.  X.  Thacher;  a 
daughter,  Harriet  (Kimball),  in  Little  Meadows, 
Susquehanna  county;  a daughter,  Lizzie  (Upham), 
in  Binghamton. 


Returning  to  the  fifth  child,  John  : his  children : 

( 1 )  Sally  married  Col.  Job  Tyler.  One  daughter, 
Polly  Wadsworth  (Guile),  is  still  living,  in  Har- 
ford, aged  eighty. 

(2)  Nathan  P.  had  one  son  living  in  Harford, 
Ebenezer  Bailey  Thacher,  respected  citizen.  He 
married  Nancy  Tiffany.  Two  children:  Edward 
C.  and  Abbie  (Perigo).  Abbie  has  four  chil- 
dren, and  one  grandchild. 

(3)  John  married  Sally  More,  and  had  a large 
family.  Edwin  was4  a gounty  sueprintendent  of 
schools  in  Michigan.  Azor  had, children:  Rachel 
(Elbrecht),  Emerson  A.,  Elizabeth,  Hattie  (El- 
brecht).  Emerson  married  Julia  Elbrecht ; two  sons 
and  three  daughters ; a farfner  and  respected  citizen 
of  Harford. 

(4)  Myra  married  Philander  Stephens.  The 
daughters  were  teachers.  One  son,  Almon  P.,  re- 
sides at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county ; an  ex- 
State  Senator. 

(5)  Daniel,  born  in  1791,  married  Hiddah. 
daughter  of  Abel  Read,  Sr.  A farmer  residing 
in  Harford.  Children:  Julia  (Hawley),  Russel  R., 
Daniel  Byington,  Elizabeth  Sweet  (Noves).  He 
died  in  1861. 

(7)  Rebeccah,  unmarried,  resided  in  Harford. 
At  sixty  years  she  had  read  the  Bible  through  sixty- 
times.  At  seventy,  it  is  believed,  seventv  times. 

(10)  Seth  Williston,  born  1805.  Resided  in 
I Harford.  Married  Nancy  Sweet,  a granddaughter 
of  Hosea  Tiffany,  leader  of  the  Nine  Partners. 
A farmer.  Children : Byington,  a successful  grocer, 
residing  at  Montrose ; Mirantha  living  in  Harford. 
He  survived  all  John's  other  children,  dying  in  1897. 

Returning  to  the  children  of  Daniel:  ( 1)  Julia 
married  Nathan  Hawley,  a cabinet  maker.  Re- 
sided in  Harford  and  Scranton.  Children : Sarah 
Elizabeth,  a painter ; Anna  M.,  who  married  Berth- 
old  Galland ; Effie  J.,  a teacher  of  reputation,  who 
married  Louis  A.  Watres,  lawyer  of  eminence, 
and  an  ex-lieutenant-governor  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Nathan  Hawley  was  killed  by  a locomotive,  in  Julv, 
1863. 

(2)  Russel  Read,  born  August  26,  1816. 
Through  the  accidental  cutting  of  his  foot,  when 
eighteen  years  old,  by  which  he  nearly  lost  his  life, 
he  took  up  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  He  was  fore- 
man of  the  extensive  shop  of  Albert  Moss,  New 
Milford,  Penn.,  working  for  him  sixteen  years  at 
S300  per  year.  With  this  he  paid  for  the  pretty 
little  farm  near  Harford  village,  supported  his  family 
and  educated  his  children.  Married.  1839,  Catharine 
Spearbeck.  With  only  the  opportunities  of  the 
common  schools  of  those  days,  and  two  terms  at 

I Franklin  Academy,  her  education  was  well  developed 
| and  very  practical.  She  taught  a number  of  terms. 
Her  familiarity  with  the  Bible  was  great.  Children  : 
\\  allace  L.,  Daniel  B.,  Agnes  B.  Russel  Thacher 
j became  a farmer.  Was  commissioned  drum  major 
by  Gov.  Bigler.  Is  now  in  his  eighty-fourth  year. 

(3)  Daniel  B.  died  young. 
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(4)  Elizabeth  S.  married  John  B.  Silkman. 
He  was  a civil  engineer.  Later  he  became  promi- 
nent among  Erie  Railway  officials,  and  he  would 
have  risen  to  its  presidency  had  he  lived.  Elizabeth 
married  James  S.  Noyes,  a real-estate  broker  in 
New  York.  He  was  killed  by  an  elevator. 

Returning  to  the  children  of  Russel : ( 1 ) Wall- 
ace L.  (See  personal  sketch). 

(2)  Daniel  B.,  a harnessmaker,  residing  in  Har- 
ford. Married,  1870,  Alice  V.  Steenback.  One 
child,  Flora  B.  In  1876  he  became  a grocer,  re- 
maining thus  for  eighteen  vears,.  diligent  and  suc- 
cessful in  business,  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  re- 
spected by  all.  Treasurer  of  the  township.  Died 
in  1895,  aged  forty-eight. 

(3)  Agnes  B.,  a teacher  of  keen  intellect  and 
deep  thinking;  very  successful  in  the  common  schools, 
and  the  graded  schools  of  Harford  and  Montrose. 
Largely  self-educated. 

Twelve  generations  have  been  here  outlined, 
covering  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  every  link  es- 
tablished beyond  doubt,  save  the  first. 

Oxenbridge  Thacher,  first  son  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher,  Milton,  Mass.,  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1698.  Many  years  selectman  of  Boston 
and  representative  to  General  Court.  A preacher 
and  public  man.  He  had  a son  Oxenbridge,  an 
attorney  of  eminence ; graduated  Harvard  College, 
1738;  died  1765.  Was  representative  to  General 
Court  for  Boston.  Author  of  “The  Sentiments  of  a 
British-American,”  appearing  at  same  time  with 
writings  of  James  Otis,  1764.  [See  Grenville  Mel- 
len’s  U.  S.  History.]  These  two  men  were  co- 
laborers  with  Samuel  Adams,  patriot. 

Oxenbridge  Thacher.  Esq.,  had  a son  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher,  D.  D.,  of  Boston.  Thomas  Antony 
Thacher  was  an  honored  and  beloved  professer  at 
Yale,  lately  deceased.  Hon.  George  Thacher,  in 
Congress  about  1812,  was  a distinguished  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts.  George  PI. 
Thacher,  a graduate  of  Princeton,  was  four  times 
mayor  of  Albany.  John  Boyd  Thacher,  his  son, 
was  also  mayor.  Solon  O.  Thacher  was  an  attorney 
(1889)  at  Lawrence,  Kans.,  and  president  of  a 
national  bank.  Thomas  Thacher,.  a descendant  of 
Antony,  born  at  Yarmouth  Port,  Mass.,  on  lands 
of  Antony,  foreclosed  a western  railroad ; was  made 
receiver,  reorganized  it.  Hon.  Peter  Thacher, 
Cleveland,  was  a contractor  in  the  building  and 
operation  of  a number  of  public  works.  Hon.  Peter 
Thacher,  Boston,  was  an  attorney  of  ability,  also  a 
judge.  These  last  two  men  were  very  diligent  and 
enthusiastic  in  collecting  family  history. 

The  coat  of  arms  of  the  family  bore  the  motto: 
"Cedant  anna  togac,  concedat  lanrca  linguae’’ 
(Let  military  authority  yield  to  the  civil  power; 
let  the  laurel  yield  to  eloquence). 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Harford  was 
organized  June  15,  1800,  with  seven  members,  all 
bringing  letters  from  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  Attleboro.  Three  of  these  were  Mercy 


Thacher  Tyler,  John  Thacher,  and  his  sister  Mary. 
John's  wife,  Sarah,  united  before  the  close  of  the 
years.  He  was  its  first  clerk.  On  the  roll  of  this 
Church  to-day  are  sixty  persons  bearing  the  family 
name,  and  probably  as  many  more  if  we  traced  the 
blood  into  other  families.  Three  deacons:  Moses, 
Onley  and  Wallace. 

Peter  Thacher's  ancestor  was  rector  of  an 
Epicopal  Church,  conforming  to  its  ritual,  but 
having  strong  leanings  to  Puritanism.  His  son, 
Thomas,  reaching  America,  escaping  the  tyranny 
of  the  “Established  Church,”  soon  became  an  In- 
dependent, or  Congregationalism  and  the  generations 
following  have  kept  the  faith. 

In  the  church  at  Attleboro  were  brought  up  the 
Carpenters,  Thachers,  Richardsons,  Tylers,  Sweets, 
Reads,  Blandings  of  more  than  a century  ago. 
Lnder  the  Puritan  preaching  of  Peter  Thacher  were 
developed  the  stern  characters  and  stubborn  opinions 
of  the  founders  of  the  Harford  Church.  Says  Prof. 
William  S.  Tyler:  "Providence  selected  some  of  the 
choicest  seed-corn  from  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, with  a sprinkling  from  some  of  the  other 
New  England  States,  to  plant  on  the  hills  and  in  the 
valleys  of  Harford.  They  were  of  Puritan  stock. 
They  brought  with  them  the  stern  theology  of 
Hopkins  and  Emmons.” 

This  family  history  records  many  titles,  offices, 
honors,  etc.,  gamed  by  its  members.  These  are 
the  successes  that  the  world  counts  as  substantial 
and  as  triumphs.  But  in  this  great  family  the  great 
majority  have  the  greater  honor  of  being  “heirs  of 
God  and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ.”  Many  of 
them  were  humble  toilers.  The  truly  wise  concede 
great  honor  to  honest  toil  and  a clean  life. 

Wallace  L.  Thacher  was  born  in  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county,  March  28,  1841,  and 
removed  with  his  father  to  the  home  in  Harford  :n 
1852.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  entered 
the  select  schools  of  Melissa  J.  Guile  and  Marv  Mil- 
ler, and  took  one  term  (i860)  at  Franklin  Academv, 
but  his  education  is  largely  due  to  studv  at  home. 
To  Miss  Guile  he  ascribes  the  honor  of  first  in- 
spiring him  with  a desire  for  knowledge,  and  open- 
ing to  his  mental  vision  the  possibilities  of  life.  He 
taught  four  terms. 

In  1863  our  subject  entered  the  harness  shop 
of  T.  J.  Carr  as  an  apprentice.  A better  opportunity 
opening,  he  became  a clerk  in  the  westward  freight 
office  of  the  Erie  railway  at  Jersey  City:  In  1867 

he  married  Ella  Van  Buskirk  ami  at  her  solicita- 
tion became  a farmer,  continuing  thus  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  connection  with  this  occupation  he 
resumed  his  profession  a portion  of  each  year,  teach- 
ing thirteen  terms  of  common  school,  one  in  the 
Springville  graded  school,  two  in  Harford  graded, 
two  in  Gibson  graded,  being  principal  in  each.  In 
1876  his  diagrams  in  Civil  Government,  in  the 
Susquehanna  county  school  exhibit.  Centennial  Ex- 
position. Philadelphia,  attracted  the  attention  of  M. 
Buisson,  commissioner  of  education  for  France. 
Air.  Thacher  receiving  a personal  compliment  from 
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him.  This  aroused  his  enthusiasm  and  ambition. 
Four  years  of  study  and  writing,  amid  hindrances 
and  discouragements,  carrying  on  meanwhile  farm- 
ing and  teaching,  resulted  in  a book — "Outline 
Lessons  in  Civil  Government" — for  the  common 
schools  of  Pennsylvania.  One  thousand  copies  were 
published  at  his  own  expense,  and  absorbed  by 
his  county  and  Wayne.  Sample  copies,  on  request, 
have  reached  places  all  over  the  world.  Had  he 
possessed  capital  Mr.  Thacher  would  have  cap- 
tured the  State  with  his  book,  and  made  a fortune. 
In  1885  Lafayette  College  granted  him  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  A.  M.,  "mainly  for  the  production 
of  a good  and  useful  book."  In  1888-90  he  wrote 
forty-one  chapters  of  local  history,  the  larger  part 
being  a "Centennial  History  of  Harford  Township.” 
He  has  reported  teachers’  institutes,  farmers’  insti- 
tutes, Harford  farmers'  club  sessions  (eight  years), 
and  written  on  many  subjects,  the  papers  contain- 
ing these  articles  being  the  Independent  Republican, 
New  Milford  Advertiser,  Susquehanna  Ledger,  and 
Susquehanna  County  Educator.  In  the  lecture  field 
he  has  been  successful  with  “Gettysburg”  and 
“Alexander  Hamilton.”  Our  subject  was  deacon 
and  clerk  of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church, 
resigning  after  twenty  years’  service,  and  in  1900 
was  secretary  of  the  Centennial  celebration  of  his 
Church.  The  same  year  he  acted  as  secretary  of 
the  Reunion  of  Franklin  Academy  students.  He 
has  served  his  township  as  school  director  and  as- 
sessor. 

Mr.  Thacher  was  an  ardent  Republican  until 
1885,  since  when  he  has  been  a Prohibitionist.  He 
employs  his  leisure  hours  in  historical  research,  of 
which  he  never  tires,  for  his  town  and  county, 
being  secretary  of  the  latter’s  historical  society,  and 
was  secretary  of  the  Centennial  celebration  of 
Harford  which  occurred  in  1890.  Since  1894  he 
has  devoted  all  his  time  to  his  little  farm.  He  prides 
himself  on  good  crops  and  clean  farming,  perform- 
ing nearly  all  the  manual  labor  himself.  He  finds 
that  education  is  not  a disqualification  for  work, 
but  rather  an  encouragement ; and  is  content  to  be 
classed  among  “the  horny-handed  sons  of  toil.  ’ 

JOHN  FREDERICK  WELLBROCK,  a 
prominent  wholesale  liquor  dealer  of  Forest  City, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Bremen,  Germ- 
any, April  q,  1864,  a son  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Schroder)  Wellbrock,  who  never  left  the  Father- 
land. 

Henry  Wellbrock,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
His  wife  is  still  living  in  her  native  land,  at  the  age 
of  seventv-nine.  Their  children  were  Matta,  who  is 
now  the  widow  of  Herman  Heisenbutteh  and  a resi- 
dent of  Germany ; John,  also  of  that  country ; Han- 
nah, wife  of  Herman  Cook,  of  Germany ; Katie,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Henry  Reuken ; and  John  Frederick. 
The  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John  and 
Metta  Wellbrock,  and  John  and  Anna  Schroder,  all 
lifelong  residents  of  Germany. 


John  F.  Wellbrock  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
his  native  land,  and  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
he  emigrated  to  America.  He  came  alone,  and  first 
located  in  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in 
clerking  in  a grocery  store  for  six  years,  and  for  one 
year  conducted  a store  of  his  own.  On  disposing 
of  his  business  he  moved  to  Carbondale,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  as  a blacksmith  for  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  for  two  years.  Fie  then 
came  to  Forest  City,  and  purchased  the  William 
Hartung  liquor  store,  which  he  carried  on  for  five 
years.  The  following  year  he  engaged  in  hotel- 
keeping, and  then  embarked  in  the  wholesale  liquor 
business,  with  which  he  is  still  connected.  His  place 
of  business  was  destroved  by  fire  July  22.  1899.  and 
he  has  erected  a good  brick  building  for  his  own 
use.  He  is  an  enterprising,  wide-awake  business 
man,  and  is  meeting  with  good  success. 

On  September  1,  1884,  at  Carbondale,  Mr. 
Wellbrock  married  Miss  Emma  Schaft",  and  to  them 
has  been  born  one  son,  Henry  A.  Mrs.  Wellbrock ' 
is  a native  of  Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of 
Adam  Schaft.  She  has  three  brothers  and  one  sis- 
ter: George,  Mary  and  John,  who  reside  in  Carbon- 
dale, Penn.,  and  Jacou,  who  resides  in  Albanv,  New 
York. 

Mr.  W ellbrock  attends  the  Lutheran  Church. 
As  a Democrat  he  takes  quite  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  local  political  affairs.  He  was  elected 
poor  director,  to  fill  a vacancy,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  one  year,  and  since  1893  has  been  an 
influential  member  of  the  town  council,  being  elected 
president  of  the  same  in  March,  1898,  and  again  in 
1899.  At  the  Democratic  convention  held  in  Janu- 
ary,  1900,  Mr.  W ellbrock  was  a candidate  for  the 
nomination  for  burgess  against  John  F.  Gallagher, 
and,  each  having  a large  following,  it  developed 
into  the  most  interesting  Democratic  factional  fight 
in  the  historv  of  Forest  City  politics.  Mr.  Gallagher 
however,  being  a foreman  for  the  Hillside  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  controlled  a large  number  of  votes  and  he 
was  declared  the  nominee  by  one  vote.  After  the 
convention  Mr.  W ellbrock  supported  and  assisted 
in  electing  his  party  ticket,  but  the  votes  were  hardlv 
counted  at  the  election  in  February  when  a strife 
commenced  for  the  organization  of  the  borough 
council.  Mr.  W ellbrock  himself  entered  the  field  as 
a candidate  for  treasurer,  and  another  stubborn  fight 
was  on,  the  same  faction  that  defeated  him  for 
burgess  opposing  him  for  treasurer.  But  having 
profited  by  his  defeat,  and  the  experience  gained  two 
months  previous,  he  was  this  time  successful  beyond 
expectation,  on  March  5.  1900.  receiving  the  entire 
vote  of  both  the  Democratic  and  Republican  mem- 
bers of  council. 

WILLIAM  BIRDSALL.  In  the  thrifty  ap- 
pearance of  his  well-kept  acres,  this  leading  agri- 
culturist of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
betrays  the  provident  characteristics  which  have 
led  to  his  success.  His  farm  is  a model  of  neatness. 
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Every  object  upon  which  the  eye  may  fall  shows 
careful  thought  and  foresight.  Thrifty  manage- 
ment has  brought  prosperity. 

Mr.  Birdsall  was  born. in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  November  II,  1829.  a son  of  George  C.  and 
Catherine  (Embler)  Birdsall.  George  C.  Birdsall 
was  born  in  Columbia  county  in  1796,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  married  Catherine  Embler,  who 
was  born  in  Orange  county  in  June.  1802,  Residing 
in  Orange  county  for  some  years  after  marriage, 
George  Birdsall  moved  thence  to  Chenango  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  to  Binghamton,  and  nearly  a half 
century  ago  came  to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  became  a highly-respected  citi- 
zen. He  was  blessed  with  a family  of  fourteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  at  his 
death,  September  23,  1887,  eight  of  his  children 
were  permitted  to  follow  the  remains  of  their  loved 
father  to  his  last  resting  place.  There  are  now 
living  fifty-two  grandchildren,  ninety-six  great- 
grandchildren, and  four  great-great-grandchildren. 
Mr.  Birdsall  was  a thorough,  thrifty  farmer,  con- 
tented with  his  lot.  He  was  a kind,  indulgent  fa- 
ther, an  obliging  neighbor,  and  a Samaritan  in  time 
of  trouble.  He  was  a firm  believer  in  the  Universal 
Church  of  Christ,  and  was  instrumental  in  the 
building  and  support  of  Church  work,  helping  to 
erect  the  Gibson  and  other  churches.  His  funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  North  Jackson  M.  E- 
Church.  His  worthy  wife  died  in  1870.  In  politics 
George  C.  Birdsall  was  always  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  ever  aspired  to  office. 

Of  his  children,  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  married 
J.  W.  Gillett,  of  Gibson  ; both  are  dead.  Malinda 
is  the  wife  of  Beverly  Gutcheus,  of  Cortland  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  John  .(deceased)  married  Miss  Eunice 
Pellett,  of  Harford ; they  moved  to  Wisconsin,  set- 
tling in  a town  which  they  named  Gibson,  where 
he  died.  Benjamin  married  Miss  Hannah  Pellett. 
and  moved  to  Wisconsin : he  now  lives  retired  at 
Kerney  City.  Catherine  J.  married  Coe  Wells,  of 
Gibson,  and  is  now  a widow  and  a resident  of  Bing- 
hamton. Christina  married  Darius  Peck,  now  a 
resident  of  Wisconsin.  Amanda  is  now  the  widow 
of  Amos  Sherwood,  of  New  Milford.  Ann  married 
H.  Payne,  of  Gibson,  anti  they  are  now  residents 
of  New  Milford.  Ellen  married  Jackson  Par- 
mater,  of  Gibson,  where  he  died ; she  later  married 
L.  C.  Benson,  of  Susquehanna.  Martha  married 
Edgar  French,  of  Susquehanna.  Others  of  the 
children  of  George  C.  Birdsall  died  young. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  and 
select  schools  of  his  town,  remaining  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  when 
he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  In  February, 
1856.  he  married  Miss  Delana  D.  Dann,  of  Deposit. 
N.  Y.,  one  of  Deacon  Dann's  daughters,  and  of  an 
old  family.  After  marriage  our  subject  and  wife 
settled  in  Harford  township,  where  he  followed 
farming.  On  April  2,  1864,  after  he  moved  to  j 
Jackson,  his  wife  died,  leaving  one  son  and  one  j 
daughter.  Ival,  the  son.  horn  in  Harford  in  i860. 


married  Miss  May  Roberts,  of  Jackson,  who  died 
when  they  were  residents  of  Lanesboro,  in  Octo- 
ber, i882rleaving  her  husband  with  one  son,  George 
C.,  now  a resident  of  Jackson;  later  Mr.  Birdsall 
married  May  Silsby,  of  Nebraska,  apd  he  now  re- 
sides in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  trade.  Nellie  D.  Birdsall,  the  daugh- 
ter of  our  subject  by  his  first  wife,  was  born  in 
Harford  in  July,  1862-  She  married  Lawrence 
Hazen,  of  Sidney,  Neb.,  where  she  died  soon  after 
marriage. 

In  1867  our  subject  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Amity  Potter,  daughter  of  William  and  Ra- 
chel Potter,  one  of  Harmony  township’s  prominent 
pioneer  families.  To  William  and  Amity  Birdsall 
were  born  ten  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Grace  L., 
born  May  20,  1869,  married,  in  1886,  E.  B.  Norris, 
of  Jackson.  They  reside  in  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  clerks  in  a store  for  Wallace 
Bros.  They  have  had  six  children,  of  whom  five 
are  living,  Benjamin  C.,  Carrie  May  (deceased), 
Kenneth  I.,  Evelyn,  Nellie  and  Ethel.  (2)  Benja- 
min F.,  born  in  1870,  died  when  three  and  one- 
half  years  of  age.  (3)  Royal  W.,  born  in  June, 
1873,  is  a business  man  of  Hampton,  Iowa.  (4) 
Katie  R.,  born  in  February,  1876,  was  educated  at 
the  Factoryville  high  school.  She  married  Dr, 
j M.  D.  Snyder,  of  Dundaff,  who  was  educated  at 
Jefferson  MedicaL  College,  Philadelphia,  and  they 
reside  in  Dunmore,  near  Scranton.  (5)  Lottie  E.. 
born  in  November,  1878,  graduated  from  the  Laurel 
Hill  Academy  in  the  class  of  ’96,  later  attended  the 
Normal  School  in  Stroudsburg,  and  became  one  of 
the  successful  teachers  in  the  schools  of  Susque- 
hanna county  and  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.  She  is 
a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  is  most  highly- 
esteemed.  On  February  21,  1900,  she  married  Ar- 
thur L Matthews,  of  Susquehanna,  who  is  a car- 
penter by  trade,  and  a most  estimable  young  man. 
(6)  Fannie  B.,  born  November  28,  1880,  was  a 
student  at  the  Laurel  Hill  Academy,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  is  a teacher  in  the  home  schools ; 
she  is  a very  bright  young  lady.  (7)  George  C., 
born  August  12,  1882.  is  a student  in  the  New  Mil- 
ford high  school.  (8)  James  R.,  born  January  10, 
1884,  (9)  Stanley  M.,  born  in  August.  1886.  and 
( 10)  John  E.,  born  April  4,  1891,  are  the  younger 
hildren. 

In  1865  Mr.  Birdsall  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside  for 
more  than  a third  of  a century.  He  has  adorned 
this  farm  with  substantial  and  beautiful  buildings, 
and  made  many  other  notable  improvements;  hav- 
ing one  of  the  refined  homes  and  most  highly  cul- 
tivated farms  in  Jackson  township. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a leading  member  of 
the  Prohibition  party  of  his  town.  For  a number 
of  terms  he  has  held  the  office  of  school  director. 
Himself  and  family  are  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for  several  years 
Mr.  Birdsall  has  filled  the  offices  of  trustees  and 
treasurer  of  the  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
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fluential  and  prosperous  citizens  of  the  township, 
and  the  clean-cut  character  of  his  business  methods 
and  habits  are  amply  exhibited  by  the  splendid  con- 
dition of  his  properties.  A distressing  accident,  a 
few  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Birdsall  was  assisting  in 
threshing  grain  for  a neighbor,  in  which  he  was 
caught  in  the  machine,  necessitated  the  amputation 
of  his  left  foot,  and  although  he  has  since  been  a 
constant  sufferer  his  invincible  spirit  still  dominates 
his  work,  and  he  manages  his  extended  business  with 
the  same  ability  and  success  as  in  younger  years. 

DENNIS  SHAY,  deceased.  As  a soldier  of 
the  Civil  war  the  subject  of  this  sketch  made  an 
honorable  record,  while  by  his  upright  life  as  a 
private  citizen  he  proved  himself  no  less  worthy 
of  esteem.  His  military  service  began  Septem- 
ber 21,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  17th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  he  was  soon  after  ap- 
pointed commissary  sergeant,  with  which  rank  he 
served  until  mustered  out,  in  June,  1865.  While  he 
was  never  wounded,  the  hardships  of  army  life 
impaired  his  health,  and  his  widow  now  draws  a 
pension  from  the  government. 

Mr.  Shay  was  born  April  22,  1825,  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Benjamin  Shay,  and  grand- 
son of  John  and  Jane  Shay,  well-known  residents 
of  that  locality.  Our  subject  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1829,  with  his  parents,  who  located  in  Jes- 
sup township,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering  in  that  locality. 
For  some  years  he  conducted  a sawmill,  but  after 
his  removal  to  his  present  homestead  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  in  1859,  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
agricultural  work.  As  a good  citizen  and  a stanch 
Republican  he  took  keen  interest  in  local  affairs, 
although  he  did  not  seek  official  honors.  While  re- 
siding in  Jessup  township  he  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Fairdale,  of  which  his  father 
was  a leading  member  for  a number  of  years,  and 
later  he  attended  the  Church  at  New  Milford,  but 
did  not  unite  with  it.  His  death  occurred  November 
2,  1894,  from  the  effect  of  the  amputation  of  his 
left  limb,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  New  Milford.  On  March  5,  1846,  he  was 
married,  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  to  Miss  Beulah  Ann  Bertholf,  who  sur- 
vives him.  They  had  a large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  living : ( 1 ) W.  Chauncey,  born 
December  9,  1846,  is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, and  is  prominent  in  local  politics,  serving  at 
present  as  supervisor.  He  is  married,  and  has  four 
children,  David,  Theron,  Grace  and  Howard.  (2) 
Martha  J.,  born  December  12,  1847,  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen.  (3)  John  H.,  born  August  8,  1849,  is  a 
farmer  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  count}.. 
His  family  consist  of  four  children,  Myrtie,  Ar- 
thur, Alma  and  Harley.  (4)  David  W.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1852,  is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship. (5)  Rosette,  born  February  5,  1854.  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years.  (6)  Sarah  A.,  born  March 
12,  185b,  married  Byron  Walker,  a farmer  in  New 


I Milford  township,  and  has  four  children.  Fdi'b, 
j Lulu,  Jessie  and  Mabel.  (7)  Clarence  E.,  born  April 
j 20,  1858,  resides  at  the  old  homestead.  He  has  a 
family  of  three  children,  Dennis,  Ada  Belle  and 
Ivan  M.  (8)  George  E.,  born  September  20.  1SC0, 
is  an  expressman  at  Peckville,  Penn.  He  has  one 
child,  Carleton.  (9)  Anne  E.,  born  March  24.  1863. 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (10)  Louisa  L.,  born 
October  9,  1866,  was  married  December  20,  1894, 
to  Clarence  E.  Washburne,  a farmer  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  and  has  one  son,  Shay.  She  is  a 
good  musician, and  has  taught  music.  Mrs.  Shay  has 
six  great-grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Beulah  A.  (Bertholf)  Shay  still  resides  at 
the  homestead,  which  is  attractively  located  on  a 
hill,  known  as  "Shay  Hill.”  She  comes  of  good 
pioneer  stock,  and  her  paternal  grandparents.  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Perry)  Bertholf,  came  from  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Jessup 
township.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  died  in  New  Jersey,  while  on  a visit. 
Samuel  Bertholf,  Mrs.  Shay's  father,  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in  1840  in  Jes- 
sup township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  fol- 
owed  farming  in  connection  with  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  in  1870,  aged  seventy  years. 
His  wife,  Martha  (Couse),  died  January  7.  1890, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  at  the  home  of  our 
subject,  and  both  are  interred  in  Bertholf  cemetery. 
Jessup  township.  Mrs.  Bertholf  was  a native  of 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  her  parents,  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Opedack)  Couse  (who  were  both 
born  in  Germany),  made  their  home  upon  a farm 
in  their  later  days.  Samuel  and  Martha  Bertholf 
had  the  following  children : Beulah  Ann.  Mrs. 
Shay;  Henry,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
childhood;  John,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Peter  Berdell,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Edwin,  de- 
ceased ; Watson,  an  attorney  at  Scranton  : Margaret, 
wife  of  Wilson  Dewitt,  a clerk  in  Philadelphia,  and 
Benjamin,  deceased. 

CHARLES  BRIDGE,  the  efficient  and  popular 
postmaster  at  Sawkill  village,  Pike  county,  has  a fine 
farm  in  the  most  beautiful  portion  of  that  picturesque 
region,  a portion  of  Sawkill  lake,  which  comprises 
eighty-four  acres,  being  on  his  estate.  The  lake 
affords  excellent  fishing,  pickerel  and  other  varie- 
ties of  the  "finny  tribe”  being  found  in  abundance, 
and  this  with  the  other  attractions  of  the  place 
brings  to  the  farm  every  summer  a number  of 
tourists  who  have  learned  to  appreciate  its  advan- 
tages. 

Air.  Bridge  was  born  November  9,  1849.  in 
Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Ade- 
line (Myers)  Bridge,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  early  in  life  and  were  married  in 
New  York  City.  In  1850  they  settled  near  Sho- 
hola  Station,  Pike  county,  where  the  father  was 
employed  as  foreman  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  and  also 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a man  whose  quali- 
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ties  of  character  commanded  respect,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Democrat  and  he  held  the  offices 
of  tax  collector,  poormaster  and  constable.  His 
death  occurred  in  May,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two,  and  his  wife  died  in  1883,  aged  sixty,  their 
remains  being  interred  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Shohola.  Of  their  children  the  eldest,  Will- 
iam, who  married  Mary  Wolfe,  is  a boatman  and  re- 
sides at  Barryville,  N.  Y. ; Charles,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below  ; Peter,  a stone  mason 
by  trade,  was  accidentally  killed  while  at  work  in 
a quarry ; Lawrence,  who  married  Mary  Stein- 
hart,  resides  at  Gulf  Summit,  X.  Y.,  and  is  em- 
ployed as  track  foreman  by  the  Erie  R.  R. ; Carrie 
married  George  Beisel,  a carpenter  and  farmer  at 
Shohola ; George,  who  married  Libbey  Hass,  is  a 
farmer  and  stone  cutter  at  Shohola ; Henry,  who 
married  Miss  Susan  Watson,  is  a stone  cutter  at 
Stockport,  N.  Y. ; Miss  Katie  resides  at  Shohola ; 
Elizabeth  married  George  Vogt,  a stone  cutter  at 
Paterson,  N.  J. ; Annie  married  John  Englehart,  a 
farmer  at  Shohola,  and  Joseph  resides  in  New  York 
City. 

Charles  Bridge  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-four,  but  at  nineteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  stone  mason's  trade,  entering 
the  employ  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  about  eighteen  years.  During  this  time 
he  worked  on  different  divisions  of  that  road,  and 
in  1874  his  work  took  him  to  Dingman  and  Milford 
townships,  Pike  county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
The  estate  contains  280  acres  of  choice  land,  and 
while  much  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  its  manage- 
ment, he  also  works  at  his  trade.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat,  and  in  addition  to  the  office  of  post- 
master, to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1895,  he  has 
served  three  years  as  County  Auditor  (1882-1885), 
and  nine  years  as  school  director,  with  three  years 
longer  to  serve.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  belongs  to  various  fraternities  including 
the  K.  of  H.  and  the  Royal  Oak. 

On  December  16,  1874.  he  was  married  in  Port 
Jervis,  X.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  H.  Stark,  and  five 
children  brighten  their  home:  Carrie  M.,  May  A., 
Charles  P.,  Frank  H.  and  Lillie.  Mrs.  Bridge  was 
born  May  16,  1848  (on  the  adjoining  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  John  Stark),  daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Margaret  Stark. 

OSCAR  E.  STAXTOX.  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  lumbermen  and  farmers 
of  Preston  township.  Wayne  county,  is  a worthv 
representative  of  a prominent  pioneer  familv  of  the 
county,  whose  members  have  been  important  factors 
in  the  development  and  prosperity. of  this  section  of 
the  State.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Stanton, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  locating  on  what 
was  known  as  the  Rebecca  Cox  tract  of  land,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  He  died  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Preston  township,  leaving  a fam- 


ily of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely : Sam- 
uel, Sidney,  Henry,  David,  John;  Louisa,  wife  of 
Abram  Haines,  of  Preston  township;  Betsy,  wife 
of  David  Dix,  of  the  same  township;  Eunice,  wife 
of  Charles  Roberts,  of  Scott  township,  and  Maxie, 
wife  of  Jesse  Haynes,  of  Scott  township. 

Of  these  children,  Samuel  Stanton  (father  of 
our  subject),  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1817, 
and  in  Preston  township  grew  to  manhood,  having 
very  limited  educational  advantages.  He  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Flynn,  and  then  located  on  a tract  of 
wild  land  in  Preston  township,  which  he  trans- 
formed into  a good  farm,  improved  with  substan- 
tial buildings.  Selling  his  first  purchase  in  1868, 
he  bought  fifty  acres  near  Shehawken  Pond  in  the 
same  township,  the  place,  which  was  partially  im- 
proved, being  known  as  the  George  Case  farm. 
With  the  help  of  our  subject  he  cleared  the  entire 
tract  and  soon  had  a very  desirable  farm,  on  which 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days,  his  death 
occurring  February  16,  1890,  hers  one  year  pre- 
viously when  she  was  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
In  Preston  township  four  children  were  born  to  this 
worthy  couple.  (1)  William  H.,  born  in  1849,  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
in  early  life  married  Victoria  Benedict,  who  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  four  children — Leland, 
Daisy,  Myrl  and  Xina.  He  lived  in  Preston  town- 
ship, where  he  followed  lumbering  and  farming, 
and  in  1885,  while  sawing  lumber  in  a mill,  he  was 
caught  in  the  shaft  and  killed.  A short  time  pre- 
viously he  had  married  Mrs.  Nelson  Woodmansee, 
of  StaFFUCca,  Wayne  county.  (2)  Lucy  was  well 
educated  and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
school  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  js  now  the  wife 
of  Daniel  L.  Sanford,  a farmer  of  Preston  township, 
and  has  four  children — Catharine,  Evan,  Essie  and 
Har-ry  (an adopted  child).  (3)  Julia  A.  is  the  wife 
of  Darwin  W.  Tallman,  who  is  engaged  in  mining 
at  Long  Mont,  Colo.,  where  they  make  their  home. 
Their  children  are  W innie  B.,  Sidney  P.,  Samuel 
H.,  and  Mary  Philina. 

Oscar  E.  Stanton,  who  completes  the  above 
mentioned  family,  was  born  April  4,  1859,  in  Pres- 
ton township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing a common  school  education,  and  early  becoming 
familiar  with  the  occupations  of  farming  and  lum- 
bering, which  he  has  made  his  life  work  He  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  in  1883,  and  besides  this 
valuable  and  well  improved  property,  he  now  owns 
the  John  Clark  homestead  of  seventy-one  acres  in 
the  same  township,  purchased  in  1896. 

In  June,  1884,  Mr.  Stanton  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Frances  A.  Reynolds,  of  Preston 
township,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  Rey- 
nolds, pioneers  of  Wayne  county.  She  was  born  in 
i860,  and  is  one  of  their  family  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  George  W..  who  died  when  a young 
man;  Clara  M.,  wife  of  Daniel  Hadden,  of  Wayne 
county;  Myrtle,  who  died  when  voting:  and  Earle, 
who  is  single  and  lives  in  Delaware  county.  X. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton  have  an  interesting 
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family  of  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows;  William  Carl,  born  in  Febru- 
ary, 1886;  Ina  B.,  January  25,  1.888;  Harold,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1893;  Lulu  May,  December  16,  1896;  and 
Deo,  September  18,  1899.  Mr.  Stanton  is  descended 
from  good  old  Whig  stock,  and  since  casting  his 
first  vote  has  supported  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Repblican  party.  His  father  was  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  belonging  to  the  company  commanded  by 
Capt.  H.  L.  Stephens  of  Starrucca.  Wayne  county. 
Religiously  his  mother  was  for  sixty  years  a most 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
•Church,  with  which  himself  and  wife  are  now  con- 
nected. In  the  social  circle  of  their  community  they 
■occupy  an  enviable  position,  and  they  are  certainly 
deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  they  are  uni- 
versally held. 

S.  E.  SUTTON  has  accomplished  a satisfac- 
tory work  as  a farmer  and  has  acquired  a comforta- 
ble competency,  which  now  enables  him  to  lay  aside 
all  business  cares  and  enjoy  a well-earned  rest. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  and 
enterprising  agriculturists  of  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  but  in  1892  he  sold  one  farm 
and  has  since  lived  retired.  He  still  owns  a nicely 
improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  but  makes  his  home 
with  his  son’s  widow. 

Mr.  Sutton’s  ancestors  were  among  the  hardy 
sons  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Samuel  Sutton,  was  born  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Vermont.  The  father,  who  also  bore 
the  name  of  Samuel,  was  born  there,  but  dur- 
ing his  childhood  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Pennsylvania.  After  a short  time  spent  in 
Wyomng  county,  the  family  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  traveling  on  horseback  through  the 
woods,  as  there  were  no  roads  at  that  time.  They 
located  in  Springville  township  when  it  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  The  grandfather  pur- 
•chased  a tract  of  land,  but  had  to  go  in  debt  for  it. 
and  it  was  not  freed  from  this  incumbrance  until 
after  the  father  came  into  possession  of  the  same 
in  later  years.  He  followed  farming  throughout 
life,  was  always  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
married  in  Springville  township,  to  Miss  Betsy 
Tuttle,  a daughter  of  Ezra  Tuttle,  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows.  Theresa,  deceased 
wife  of  Welcome  Smith,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister;  M.  R.,  a surveyor,  who  resided  in  cen- 
tral New  York;  Henrietta,  deceased  wife  of  Miles 
Prichard:  Julia  Ann,  widow  of  John  Johnson,  of 
Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county ; S.  E..  our 
subject:  Sabrina,  deceased  wife  of  Latavette  Rosen- 
grant.  of  Springville  township;  and  Eliza,  wife  of 
William  Tiffany,  of  Wyoming  county.  Penn.  The 
father  died  in  1875.  aged  eighty-four  vears.  the 
mother  in  1885,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  five  months 
and  five  days. 

S.  E.  Sutton  was  born  in  Springville  township. 


October  8,  1826,  and  received  a common  school 
education.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-eight,  he  was  married  in  Lathrop 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Samantha 
Emily  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  1839.  and  died 
April  2,  1894.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Edward,  a resident  of  Springville  township, 
married  Ella  Bullock,  and  has  six  children;  M.  R., 
who  married  Ida  Springer  and  died  June  22,  1S98, 
leaving  two  children,  Ila  and  Lula ; Bertha,  wife  of 
A.  Vail,  of  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; and  Alida,  deceased. 

Prior  to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Sutton  purchased 
eighty-six  acres  of  land  in  Springville  township, 
most  of  which  was  wild,  but  he  soon  had  seventy- 
five  acres  cleared  and  under  excellent  cultivation. 
Later  he  bought  another  tract  of  146  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land,  but  sold  the  same  in  1892,  and 
is  now  living  with  his  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Ida 
Sutton.  Throughout  his  active  business  life  he  fol- 
lowed general  farming  and  dairying,  and  due  success 
was  not  denied  him.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  township.  He  at- 
tends and  supports  the  Evangelical  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a trustee.  His  uprightness  and  in- 
tegrity have  won  him  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  neighbors  and  he  is  classed  among  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  his  community. 

THOMAS  RIMROX.  Prominent  among  the 
self-made  men  of  Clifford  township.  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch — a man  hon- 
ored, respected  and  esteemed  wherever  known,  and 
most  of  all  where  he  is  best  known.  He  was  born 
in  Cardiff,  South  Wales,  February  17,  1832,  a son 
of  Edward  and  Christiana  (McGregory)  Rimron, 
who  spent  their  entire  fives  in  tnat  country.  When 
a young  man  the  father  wras  a soldier  of  the  Brit- 
ish army,  in  which  he  served  for  twenty-three 
years,  and  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
Later  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  in  his  na- 
tive land.  He  died  in  1833,  aged  sixty  years,  his 
wife  in  1871,  aged  eighty-five.  They  had  four 
children,  namely:  Margaret,  who  married  a Air. 
Wallace  and  died  in  South  Wales ; Edward,  who 
hole’s  a government  position  in  that  country;  Will- 
iam. who  is  a coal  inspector  for  the  government  in 
South  Wales:  and  Thomas,  our  subject. 

Thomas  Rimron  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  land,  and  there  he  was  married,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1852,  to  Miss  Margaret  Morgan.  By  this  union 
seven  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Anna,  now 
the  wife  of  George  Davis,  who  is  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice and  resides  in  Carbondale,  Penn. : Mary,  wife 
of  Thomas  Bray,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness in  Jermyn,  Penn. : Edward,  who  married 
Kate  Curtis,  and  is  foreman  for  an  iron  company 
in  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county:  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  F.  M.  Davis,  a merchant  of  Uniondale,  Penn. ; 
Edith,  wife  of  W.  L.  Decker,  a merchant  of  Dun- 
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daff,  Penn. ; and  Bertha  and  William,  both  at  home. 
In  1854  Mr.  Rinron  came  to  America,  but  after 
spending  a year  in  New  York,  returned  to  South 
Wales.  In  1875  he  again  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  Welsh  settlement  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Four  years  later  he 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  157  acres  in  Clifford 
township,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  its 
operation.  Upon  the  place  are  valuable  sand  pits 
from  which  he  derives  a good  income,  selling  the 
sand  for  $2  a wagon  load  to  the  Railroad  Company 
for  use  in  their  shops  and  furnaces.  He  is  also  an 
employe  of  the  Hillside  Stone  & Iron  Co.  By  his 
ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  for  three  years  he  has  filled  the 
office  of  school  director.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  of  Uniondale.  He  is  widely  and  fav- 
orably known  and  has  made  many  warm  friends 
during  his  residence  in  Clifford  township.  Mrs. 
Rirnron  was  born  in  Actioselin,  South  Wales,  May 
4,  1835,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Joanna  Mor- 
gan, farming  people  of  that  country,  where  the  fa- 
ther died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
the  mother  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  and  Congregational 
Churches,  respectively,  and  were  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  John,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  South  Wales;  Margaret,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; William,  a farmer  of  South  Wales;  Ann,  de- 
ceased wife  of  John  Rosser ; Mary,  who  died  un- 
married ; and  Thomas,  a farmer  of  South  Wales. 
Mrs.  Rirnron  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  who 
came  to  the  New  World. 

JOHN  COLEMAN  RIFENBURY,  one  of  the 
highly-respected  residents  of  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  May  28,  1836,  in 
Hope,  N.  J.,  son  of  James  K.  and  Sarah  (Angle) 
Rifenbury. . He  is  of  German  descent,  his  grand- 
parents, Samuel  and  Sarah  Rifenbury,  having  been 
born  in  the  Fatherland,  whence  they  came  to  the 
L’nited  States  in  1790,  settling  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  sons  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Samuel 
Rifenbury  was  a shoemaker  by  trade.  Our  subject 
now  has  a stone  which  his  great-grandfather,  Peter 
Rifenbury,  used  for  hammering  leather,  and  which 
has  been  handed  down  to  him  through  Samuel  and 
his  father,  James  K.  Rifenbury. 

James  K.  Rifenbury  was  born  in  1782  in  Ger- 
many, and  came  with  his  parents  to  New  Jersey 
in  1790,  there  grew  to  manhod,  marrying  Sarah 
Angle,  who  was  the  daughter  of  §amuel  Angle,  a 
farmer.  In  November,  1836,  they  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  a farm  of  fifty 
acres  at  Auburn  Center,  where  Mr.  Rifenbury  made 
a clearing  for  a log  house  and  settled  with  his  family, 
residing  on  that  place  fourteen  years.  He  removed 
thence  to  another  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


township,  and  finally  took  up  his  home  with  his  son 
John  C.  on  the  latter's  farm  in  Auburn,  spending 
his  declining  years  in  retirement.  He  made  farm- 
ing his  life  vocation.  James  Rifenbury  passed  away 
February  13,  1881,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety- 
eight  years  and  six  months ; his  wife  died  December 
24,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  while  on  a 
visit  to  her  daughter  Mrs.  Sarah  Cunningham,  at 
Meshoppen.  These  pioneers  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Jersey  Hill.  Religiously  they  were 
earnest  members  of  the  M.  P,  Church.  Of  their 
children,  Margaret,  widow  of  John  Clink,  resides  at 
Auburn  Center;  Samuel  died  young,  in  New  Jersey; 
Jacob  was  killed  in  a sawmill,  in  Auburn  township, 
at  the  age  of  forty-three  years;  Jane,  deceased,  was 
first  the  wife  of  Johnson  Low  and  after  his  death 
married  Charles  Nicholson;  William  died  young; 
Catherine  married  Aaron  Wood  and  both  are  de- 
ceased ; John  C.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch ; 
James  L.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Auburn 
(he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; Philip  H.  is 
a farmer  in  West  Auburn  (he  also  served  in  the 
Civil  war)  ; Hannah  is  the  widow  of  Nicholas  Fore- 
man, of  Auburn  township;  Sarah,  widow  of  Will- 
iam Cunningham,  resides  in  Meshoppen. 

John  C.  Rifenbury  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  Auburn  township  and  received  a thorough 
training  to  the  hard  duties  of  a pioneer  farm,  for 
his  parents  needed  his  assistance,  and  during  his 
boyhood  he  never  attended  school  more  than  six 
weeks  in  any  one  year.  After  reaching  manhood, 
however,  he  went  for  a term  of  nine  months,  and  by 
reading  and  observation  throughout  life  he  has  be- 
come an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man,  one 
who  thoroughly  appreciates  the  value  and  advantages 
of  an  education.  Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  he  assisted  his  father,  and  for  the  next  two 
years  worked  among  other  farmers  in  Auburn 
township.  Subsequently,  for  five  years,  he  was  en- 
gaged as  an  artist  in  ambrotvpe  and  lithograph 
work,  having  studied  for  three  months  under  Prof. 
Evans,  and  in  this  line  traveled  through  Susque- 
hanna, Wyoming  and  Bradford  counties,  Penn.,  and 
in  New  York  State.  On  August  16,  1862.  he  en- 
listed. at  Auburn  Center,  in  Qompany  H.  141st 
P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  Casper  Tyler,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Camp  Curtin,  Harrisburg.  On  October 
16,  following  he  had  his  right  shoulder  and  elbow 
broken,  at  Bailey  Cross  Roads,  one  of  the  horses 
from  the  cavalry  jumping  on  him.  For  a few  davs 
he  lay  in  a private  house,  was  taken  thence  to  Alex- 
andria Hospital,  where  he  remained  for  a week,  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  Douglas  Hospital.  Wash- 
ington. D.  C..  finally  entering  the  Episcopal  Hospital 
at  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  discharged 
March  16.  1863.  A pension  was  granted  him  by 
the  government,  but  during  the  sensational  exam- 
ination of  the  pension  rolls,  for  fraudulent  claims, 
under  the  administration  of  Grover  Cleveland.  Mr. 
Rifenbury 's  right  to  a pension  was  questioned. 
Unfortunately  for  the  ones  who  wished  to  prove 
themselves  loyal  upholders  and  care  takers  of  the 
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government,  the  special  examiner's  report  showed 
not  only  was  the  pension  due,  but  that  the  govern- 
ment had  withheld  about  $1,200  back  pay,  yet 
rightly  due,  and  the  money  was  paid,  and  the  pen- 
sion correspondingly  increased.  For  nearly  three 
years  after  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Rifenbury 
was  almost  an  invalid,  and  during  that  time  he 
spent  much  time  hunting,  becoming  'quite  a noted 
sportsman ; in  two  seasons  he  killed  respectively  fif- 
ty-six and  forty-four  foxes.  As  soon  as  his  returning 
strength  permitted  he  commenced  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate his  present  farm  in  Auburn  township,  a fine 
tract  of  eighty-eight  acres,  which  by  industry  and 
thrift  he  has  succeeded  in  putting  into  a productive 
condition.  It  is  nearly  all  cleared,  and  he  devotes 
his  time  to  raising  general  crops,  deriving  a good 
income  from  the  place.  For  many  years  after  he 
reached  his  majority  Mr.  Rifenbury  engaged  in  ped- 
dling woolen  cloth  and  yarns  throughout  this  sec- 
tion, the  first  seven  years  for  a factory  at  Forest 
Lake,  and  for  fourteen  years  after  thal  burned 
down  for  J.  W.  Mott,  his  children  attending  to  the 
chores  of  the  farm  in  the  winter  after  they  were  old 
enough.  By  close  attention  to  business  and  careful 
management  he  has  succeeded  in  making  a good 
living,  and  he  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him  for  his  honesty  and  many  sterling  qualities. 
Mr.  Rifenbury  has  never  sought  office,  but  he  has 
been  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the  positions 
of  pathmaster  and  road  commissioner,  giving  gen- 
eral satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
takes  a public-spirited  interest  in  everything  that 
concerns  the  welfare  of  his  community. 

On  May  21,  1861,  at  Leraysville,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Rifenbury  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Ann  Ayers, 
and  ten  children  have  blessed  their  union,  namely: 
Harriet  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
•Ulysses  A.,  a stone  mason,  living  in  Bradford  coun- 
ty, who  married  Lydia  Busick;  I.  Belle,  wife  of 
Samuel  Heliker,  bookkeeper  in  a bank  at  Swanton, 
Neb.;  John  S.,  deceased  in  infancy;  Warren  E., 
at  home;  Jay  C.,  who  has  just  closed  a successful 
term  of  seven  months'  school  at  Pleasant  \ alley, 
Auburn  township,  and  is  now  about  to  join  his  j 
brother  in  Kansas, % expecting  to  teach  during  the  J 
winter  and  to  farm  in  the  summer ; George  L.,  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas;  Leslie  A.,  bred  O.  j 
and  E.  Eliott,  all  living  at  home.  The  family  at-  ! 
tend  the  M.  P.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Rifenbury 
has  been  a member  since  1883,  and  in  which  he  is 
now  serving  as  trustee.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Grange  and  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Auburn  Four  Cor-  j 
ners.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Ann  (Ayers)  Rifenbury  was  born 
March  4,  1845,  in  Pike  township,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Ayers  and 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Mary  ( George ) Ayers,  ! 
farming  people,  who  came  to  Bradford  county  from 
Connecticut.  John  Ayers  was  born  in  Bradford 
county  and  married  Harriet  \\  ood,  a native  of 
same,  who  was  born  January  21,  1824,  daughter  of 


Aaron  and  Cornelia  (Carpenter)  Wood,  of  Mich- 
igan, who  died  in  Bradford  county:  he  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  had  a family 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  four  sons  served  in 
the  Civil  war.  In  1848  John  Ayers  removed  with 
his  family  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, where  he  remained  until  1878,  in  that  year  going 
to  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and  then  went  to  Nebraska  to  his  son  Warren, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
August  11,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years, 
and  his  widow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
Fred,  in  Denison,  Kans.  Their  children  were  as 
follows : Lydia  A.,  Mrs.  Rifenbury ; George  E., 

who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; Adelaide,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Warren  E.,  a farmer 
of  Arkansas ; John  S.,  a farmer  of  Holton  county, 
Kans.;  Daniel,  now  deceased:  and  Fred  O..  pro- 
prietor of  the  Sunflower,  a newspaper  of  Holton 
-county. 

E.  M.  VARNEY,  M.  D.,  a successful  physician 
of  White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  may  well  take  pride 
in  the  high  standing  which  he  has  attained  in  pro- 
fessional circles.  Disregarding  the  old  saying  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  a prophet  who  seeks  honors  in 
his  own  country,  he  has  located  among  the  friends 
of  his  youth,  and  his  success  brings  to  him  all  the 
more  credit  for  that  fact. 

He  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  having  been 
bom  at  South  Canaan,  in  1869.  His  father,  T.  K. 
Varney,  who  was  born  in  1827,  at  Austerlkz,  X.  Y., 
removed  to  South  Canaan  in  1856.  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  and  in  lumbering,  building  a 
| sawmill  upon  one  of  his  tracts  of  timber  land  and 
conducting  his  operations  on  an  extensive  scale  for 
many  years.  In  1858  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Lerch.  of  South  Canaan,  a lady  of  German  descent, 
whose  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  Wayne 
county.  His  death  occurred  in  1876,  but  she  is 
still  living  at  the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan. 
Of  their  two  children,  the  elder,  Lulu,  bom  in  1865, 
in  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  her  father  had  business 
interests,  was  educated  principally  in  the  schools 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  graduating  from  the  high 
school.  In  1893  she  married  William  Erk,  of 
Seelyville,  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  reside  in 
South  Canaan.  They  have  one  son.  Reinold. 

Dr.  Varney  spent  his  youth  in  South  Canaan, 
his  education  being  begun  in  the  local  schools,  and 
in  1884  and  '85  he  pursued  a more  advanced  course 
of  study  in  the  high  school  of  Carbondale.  In  1887 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  D.  M. 
Hinman.  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  while 
there  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  F. 
Haines  as  preceptor.  In  1892  he  entered  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1893,  and  he  at  once  engaged  in  prac- 
tice with  Dr.  Blaisdall,  of  Punxsutawnev,  Jefferson 
county,  as  assistant,  his  work  lying  chiefly  among 
the  miners  of  that  region.  Later  he  was  in  practice 
with  Dr.  Free,  of  Dubois,  Clearfield  county,  but  in 
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June,  1896,  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  [ 
located  at  White  Mills.  His  thorough  training  in 
his  profession,  together  with  his  high  character  and 
genial  manners,  have  brought  him  a speedy  suc- 
cess, and  he  already  has  a tine  practice  in  the  vil- 
lage and  surrounding  country.  At  present  he  holds 
the  office  of  United  States  Examining  Surgeon  for 
Wayne  county,  having  been  appointed  m 1897, 
tinder  the  McKinley  administration.  Politically 
he  is  a Republican,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  progressive  movements  111  his  locality.  The 
entire  family  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the  social 
life  of  the  community. 

SIMOX  TRACH,  one  of  the  progressive, 
prosperous  and  up-to-date  agriculturists  ot  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a native  of 
that  township,  having  been  born  there  December 
17,  1829.  1 hat  a review  of  the  life  of  such  an 

energetic  and  enterprising  individual  should  have 
a prominent  place  in  the  pages  of  a work  of  this 
kind  is  peculiarly  proper ; because  a knowledge  of 
men,  whose  substantial  record  rests  upon  their  char- 
acter and  success,  must  at  all  times  exert  a whole- 
some influence  on  the  rising  generation  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and,  moreover,  cannot  fail  to  be  more 
or  less  interesting  to  those  of  maturer  years. 

Mr.  Tracli  comes  of  stalwart  and  exemplary 
Pennsylvania  stock.  His  grandfather,  Rudolph 
Trach,' was  born  August  19,  1770,  and  died  Janu- 
ary 17,  1842,  and  the  grandmother,  M.  M.  (Wim- 
mer)  Trach,  was  born  December  15,  1767,  and  died  | 
July  23,  1831.  At  an  early  day  they  removed  from 
Bucks  county  to  Monroe  county,  being  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Hamilton  township,  where  they 
passed  the  rest  of  their  pioneer  lives.  Grandfather 
Trach  for  some  years  kept  a store,  the  first  one  in 
that  locality,  between  Wilkes  Barre  and  Easton, 
and  he  was  also  a potter  by  trade,  carrying  his 
wares  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  would  exchange  them 
for  merchandise  for  his  store.  He  also  conducted 
a hotel  in  connection,  and  altogether  he  was  a man 
of  considerable  prominence  and  influence  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived. 

Hon.  Joseph  Trach,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Monroe  county,  born  October  20, 
1796,  in  Hamilton  township,  where  he  owned  and 
operated  a fine  farm  of  337  acres,  at  the  same  time 
conducting  a hotel  for  many  years.  He  was  a man 
of  much  influence,  of  pleasing  personality,  popu- 
lar and  highly  respected.  He  conducted  his  busi- 
ness affairs  on  principles  which  were  above  ques- 
tion, and  well  merited  the  confidence  and  regard 
reposed  in  him,  so  much  so  that  he  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  I 
serving  one  term  ; and  also  capably  filled  the  office  ! 
of  county  commissioner.  He  married  Miss  Fannv  j 
Heller,  who  was  born  December  17,  1799,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  them : Elizabeth, 

widow  of  Charles  C.  Walton,  of  Stroudsburg; 
Charles  (deceased),  who  married  Catherine  Keller, 
daughter  of  Judge  Keller;  Linford  (deceased), 


who  wedded  Anna  Howard ; Caroline,  who  died 
unmarried;  Simon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Ferdinand,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Emma,  wife  of 
Samuel  Altemore,  of  Pennsylvania ; and  Mary,  wife 
of  Emanuel  Altemore,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  The 
parents  were  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  politics,  as  already  intimated,  Mr. 
Trach  was  a Democrat.  In  i860  they  removed 
from  Hamilton  township,  where  they  passed  the 
rest  of  their  honored  lives,  dying,  the  father  on 
March  17,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
the  mother  on  March  20,  1875,  aged  seventy-two 
years ; they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  cemetery 
at  Mt.  Zion  Church. 

Simon  Trach  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  commenced 
elerking  in  the  store  of  Hon.  Charles  Brodhead,  at 
Brodheadsville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  remaining  in 
that  employ  about  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  followed  the  butchering  business  for  a 
year ; then  returned  to  Hamilton  township,  there 
building  a store,  and  for  two  years  carried  on  a 
mercantile  trade  therein.  Mr.  Trach  then  con- 
ducted his  father's  hotel  some  three  years,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
clerked  two  years ; then  returned  to  Hamilton  town- 
ship and  again  conducted  the  hotel,  but  at  the  end 
of  two  years  he,  together  with  his  father  and  Peter 
Heller,  engaged  in  the  droving  business  for  a year. 
His  next  occupation  was  as  a school  teacher,  at 
which  he  engaged  for  one  winter ; but,  being  de- 
sirous of  serving  his  country  in  some  military 
capacity,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  en- 
listed March  24.  1865,  in  Company  C,  214th  P.  V. 
I.,  was  mustered  in  at  Easton.  Penn.,  and  followed 
the  fortunes  of  his  command  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  The  war  approaching  a close,  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  there  re- 
mained until  March.  1806,  when  it  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  Mr.  Trach  receiving  an  honora- 
ble discharge  and  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Stroudsburg.  Here, 
after  a year's  rest,  he  worked  by  the  day  until  1870, 
when  he  commenced  farming  for  his  father,  at  the 
end  of  a year  removing  to  Pine  Swamps,  in  the 
same  county,  where  he  conducted  a boarding  house 
about  twelve  months.  Coming  once  more  to  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  he  operated  the  home  farm  until 
1895.  then  settling  on  his  present  place,  which  is  a 
well-cultivated  and  productive  farm. 

Mr.  Trach  has  been  twice  married ; first  time 
June  20.  1850,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  to  Miss 
Louisa  Snyder,  who  was  born  in  Xorthampton 
county,  'Penn.,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Snyder  (now 
deceased),  late  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  by 
this  union  were  born  five  children : Arvester.  who 

died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years : Joseph  S.  and 

Fanny,  both  also  deceased : Ella,  who  married 

Henry  Sherman,  of  Philadelphia.  Penn.,  an  expert 
i brick  mason,  who  teaches  the  trade  to  deaf  mutes ; 
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and  Charles,  a railroad  man  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn., 
married  to  Augusta  Dreher.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Alt.  Zion  Church  cemetery.  In 
January,  1866,  Air.  Trach  wedded  Aliss  Anna  AI. 
Haney,  and  by  this  union  there  are  no  children. 

In  political  preferences  Air.  Trach  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  and  auditor 
of  his  township.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  a deacon  and  elder  for  many  years. 
His  sterling  integrity,  inflexible  honesty  and  gen- 
eral high  principles  have  won  for  him  the  respect 
of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  makes  his 
home. 

Mrs.  Anna  M.  (Haney)  Trach  was  born  June 
4,  1836,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Alonroe  coun- 
ty, a daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Storm )• 
Haney,  natives  of  Berks  and  Alonroe  counties,  Penn., 
respectively,  and  who  both  died  in  the  latter  coun- 
ty. He  came  to  Alonroe  county  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  here  followed  farming,  car- 
penterv,  and  pump-making,  passing  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  that  locality.  He  was  born  in  1799,  and 
died  March  12,  1877,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife  died  December  24,  1877,  aged  sixty-six 
years,  and  they  lie  buried  in  Brodheadsville  ceme- 
tery. They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  Churches,  respectively.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  children  as  follows:  John  A.,  a farmer 

of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  Daniel  AI..  a justice  of  \ 
the  peace,  with  residence  in  Brodheadsville ; Felix 
W.  and  Edward  F.,  farmers  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship; Delila,  wife  of  John  Appenzeller,  a surveyor, 
registrar  and  recorder,  of  Stroudsburg;  Anna  AI., 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah  J.,  who  is  an  in- 
valid, living  at  the  home  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Trach. 
Air.  Haney  was  twice  married,  first  time  to  Julia 
Hufsmith,  who  died  in  1832,  and  was  buried  in 
Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  She  had  children  as 
follows : Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Cornelius 

Serfass ; Alary  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Lorenzo  How- 
ell; Frederick,  who  died  in  Chicago ; Peter  and  j 
Charles,  farmers  of  Polk  township,  Alonroe  coun- 
ty; and  Julia,  wife  of  Charles  Arnold. 

Frederick  and  Anna  Haney,  paternal  great- 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Simon  Trach,  were  natives 
of  Germany,  whence  they  came  to  Berks  countv, 
Penn.,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  their  days. 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Yost)  Haney,  paternal 
grandparents  of  Airs.  Trach,  were  born  and  reared  | 
in  Berks  county,  passing  their  entire  lives  there. 
They  were  all  well-to-do  farmers.  Airs.  Trach's 
maternal  grandparents,  Andrew  and  Alagdalena 
(Hood)  Storm,  were  natives  of  Alofiroe  county, 
Penn.,  and  both  died  on  their  farm. 

Alonroe  county  abounds  in  prominent  families 
whose  records  may  well  be  perused  by  those  to 
come,  and  therein  cannot  fail  to  find  grand  examples  I 
of  thrift,  progress  and  honesty — well  worthy  of  I 
emulation. 


WALTER  E.  BENNETT,  of  Lanesboro,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  that  locality  and  his  influence  is  also  recognized  in 
social  and  political  altirs.  His  extensive  stone  quar- 
ries near  Jefferson  Junction,  and  Cascade,  are  noted 
for  the  excellent  quality  of  the  product.  His  trade  be- 
ing constantly  on  the  increase,  he  in  1898  pur- 
chased the  Cascade  lands  and  quarries  in  Harmony 
township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Air.  Bennett  comes  of  a good  Southern  family, 
his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  having  been  early 
settlers  in  Virginia.  His  great-grandfather  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Washington.  Our 
subject's  grandfather,  Joseph  Bennett,  was  born  in 
Old  Dominion,  but  made  his  home  in  North  Caro- 
lina, where  his  four  sons — William,  Joseph,  Russell, 
and  Henry  M. — were  born  and  reared.  All  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee, 
and  settled  in  North  Carolina  after  the  war,  engag- 
ing in  farming  and  general  business  pursuits,  and  all 
are  still  living  except  Henry  AI. 

Henry  AI.  Bennett,  our  subject’s  father,  mar- 
ried Aliss  Sarah  B.  Hunter,  also  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  He  died  in  1874  at  his  old  home  in  Holly 
Springs,  that  State,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1890,  while  on  a visit  to  our  subject.  Of  their 
three  children,  the  eldest,  Virginia  H..  was  born 
and  reared  in  North  Carolina,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Alarcus  C.  Nichols,  a merchant  at  Holly  Springs. 
Walter  E.,  our  subject,  was  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  Henry  A.,  born  August  26,  1874.  at  Holly 
Springs,  N.  C.,  was  educated  in  the  high  school 
there,  and  is  now  bookkeeoer  for  our  subject.  He 
is  an  accomplished  musician,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  voung  men  of  Lanesboro. 

Walter  E.  Bennett  was  born  Alarch  16,  1866, 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  received  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools.  When  a young  man 
he  engaged  in  railroading  and  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, spending  eight  or  nine  vears  at  Gainesville, 
Fla.,  and  in  1888  he  located  at  Lanesboro,  where 
he  followed  mercantile  pursuits  for  several  vears. 
He  then  bought  tne  Schlager  property,  and  engaged 
in  quarrying  blue  stone,  which  he  shipped  to  the 
] Eastern  and  Aliddle  States  in  an  unfinished  condi- 
j tion.  In  1896  he  erected  a stone-mill  plant,  where 
he  cuts  and  finishes  all  kinds  of  building  stone,  and 
his  later  purchases  of  stone  quarries  have  enabled 
him  to  extend  this  branch  of  his  work : he  often  has 
as  many  as  fifty  men  employed.  Politicallv  Air. 
Bennett  is  a Republican,  and  at  times  he  has  served 
in  public  offices,  having  been  school  director,  over- 
seer of  the  poor  and  town  councilman.  Sociallv  he 
and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Alasonic  Fraternity,  being  identified  with  the  Chap- 
ter and  Commandery  at  Susquehanna,  and  the  Or- 
der of  the  Alystic  Shrine  at  Wilkes  Barre.  In  re- 
ligious faith  "lie  is  a Baptist,  and  with  his  wife  is 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Church  at  Susquehanna. 

On  April  24.  1889,  Air.  Bennett  married  Aliss 
Zillah  L.  Kitchen,  of  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  daughter 
of  Rev.  A.  E.  Kitchen,  formerly  of  Canada,  and 
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later  of  North  Carolina.  She  was  educated  in  the 
Friends  College  at  Greensboro,  X.  C.,  and  had  many 
rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  endeared  her- 
to  a large  circle  of  friends.  During  her  life  in 
Lanesboro,  where  she  died  in  1892,  she  was  a leader 
in  Church  and  philanthropic  work.  On  October 
24,  1894,  Mr.  Dennett  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Frances  M.  Yeoman,  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Delia  Yeoman,  well-known  residents  of  Susque- 
hanna. Her  parents  settled  in  that  locality  in  an 
early  day,  and  her  father,  who  died  in  1894,  was 
among  the  first  mechanics  in  the  railroad  shops  at 
that  point.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Bennett  had 
two  children:  Winifred  G.,  born  July  6,  1890,  now 
attending  school ; and  Henry  M.,  born  May  24,  1892. 
By  the  second  union  he  has  one  daughter,  Frances 

M. ,  born  October  6,  1897.  All  the  children  were 
born  in  Lanesboro. 

JOSEPH  WILTON,  a prominent  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Tobyhanna  Mills,  Monroe 
county,  now  retired  from  active  business,  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1817,  a son  of  John  and 
Rachel  Wilton,  who  were  natives  of  England  and 
F'rance,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  city 
of  London. 

On  coming  to  the  New  World  they  located  in 
Brooklyn,  where  the  father  found  employment  as 
a machinist,  and  had  charge  of  a glass-manufactur- 
ing plant  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  murdered 
by  one  of  the  employes  of  the  factory  who  had  been 
discharged  by  him.  His  widow  continued  to  make 
her  home  in  Brooklyn  until  called  from  this  life. 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  namely:  (1) 

John,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  London,  England,  and 
died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  when  a young  man.  (2) 
Mary,  born  in  Brooklyn,  married  a Air.  Bell,  of 
New  York  City,  where  she  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, George  and  Emily,  who  are  still  residents  of 
that  city.  (3)  Matilda,  born  in  New  York  City, 
married  Henry  Say,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  they 
made  their  home  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  the 
Civil  war,  when  they  went  to  New  York,  but  later 
returned  to  New  Orleans;  where  he  died.  Subse- 
quently she  wedded  Barnard  O'Boil,  of  the  Cres- 
cent City,  but  they  were  living  in  New  York  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  in  New 
York,  married  Richard  Johnston,  of  Long  Island, 

N.  Y.,  where  they  made  their  home.  He  entered 

the  L'nion  army  during  the  early  part  of  the  Civil 
war  and  died  in  the  service  in  1864,  leaving  his  wife 
with  two  children : Charles,  now  a resident  of 

Scranton,  Penn.,  who  married  Emily  Howard,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  has  five  sons;  and  Mary,  wife 
of  Jacob  Beam,  of  Portland,  Penn.,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Scranton,  and  bv  whom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren, Frank,  Robert  and  Maud.  *(5)  Joseph. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  in  1830,  when 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  Joseph  Wilton  left 
New  York  and  came  to  Coolbaugh  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  with  John  Pope,  an  old  settler  of  the 
township,  for  whom  he  worked  for  two  years.  He 


then  went  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  on  the  farm  of  Isaiah  De  Haven  for  some 
years,  after  which  he  drifted  to  Wayne  county  and 
followed  farming  there  for  some  years.  On  De- 
cember 13,  1847,  he  married  Miss  Matilda  L.  Yliet, 
a daughter  of  Jasper  and  Sarah  Yliet,  the  former 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Kingston, 
Penn.  For  some  years  they  lived  at  Long  Pond, 
this  State,  then  spent  two  or  three  years  in  Toby- 
hanna Mills,  and  subsequently  located  on  the  North 
and  South  turnpike,  two  miles  from  Mt.  Pocono, 
where  Mr.  Yliet  conducted  a hotel  until  his  death. 
In  his  family  were  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the 
wife  of  our  subject  is  one  of  the  five  still  living,  the 
others  being  Alaria,  wife  of  John  Harris,  of  Mt. 
Pocono ; Mary,  widow  of  Edward  De  Wald,  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. ; Sarah,  wife  of  John  Clymer,  of 
Tobyhanna  Mills ; and  Gideon,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Wisconsin.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Wilton  lived  at  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  for 
one  year,  and  then  located  on  the  old  Yliet  home- 
stead in  Monroe  county,  where  he  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Tobyhanna 
Mills,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  William  E. 
Dodge  Lumber  Co.,  as  night  watchman  at  their 
mills  and  store,  in  which  position  he  remained  for 
twenty-one  years.  In  i860  he  purchased  land  of 
Henry  Mill,  in  the  village  of  Tobyhanna,  and 
erected  thereon  a comfortable  home,  where  he  still 
resides.  In  1896  he  laid  aside  business  cares,  and 
is  passing  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet, 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilton  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Sarah  A.,  born  in  Cool 

baugh  township,  in  1849,  died  in  childhood.  (2) 
John  J.,  born  in  the  same  township,  in  Julv,  1851, 
is  now  a resident  of  Easton.  Penn.,  where  he  is 
employed  as  telegraph  operator  for  the  Lehigh  Yal- 
ley  Railroad  Company.  He  married  Emily  Parker, 
of  Coolbaugh  township,  who  died  in  Easton,  leav- 
ing four  children:  Joseph,  Emily  R.,  Jasper  and 
Austin.  For  his  second  wife  John  J.  Wilton  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Briton,  by  whom  he  has  one  son. 
George.  (3)  Joseph,  born  in  1854.  died  when  a 
young  man.  (4)  Mary  E.,  born  in  Mav,  1836. 
married  John  Shaw,  of  Tobyhanna,  by  whom  she 
has  three  children,  Annie.  Cora  and  Earl  F.,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Malissa. 
born  in  July,  1S59.  was  educated  in  the  home  schools 
and  now  looks  after  the  interests  of  her  parents. 
(6)  Henry,  born  in  kehruary,  1866.  married  Ber- 
tha Straus,  of  Spraguevillc,  Monroe  countv,  a 
daughter  of  Morris  Straus,  and  they  now  live  with 
his  parents  in  Coolbaugh.  Their  children  are  Mar\ 
L.,  Willie,  John,  Emma,  Bertha  and  Cora.  (7) 
Gideon  G.,  born  in  January.  181 >8.  married  Eliza- 
beth Briden,  of  Scranton,  and  was  emplcwed  as 
telegraph  operator  for  the  Delaware.  Lackawanna 
& Western  Railroad  in  that  city,  where  he  died  in 
1S93,  leaving  a wife  and  one  son.  Franklin. 

Politically  Mr.  \\  ilton  affiliates  with  the 
Democracy,  and  has  been  honored  with  a number 
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of  local  offices,  serving  as  school  director  nine 
years,  supervisor  two  years,  constable  two  terms, 
tax  collector  three  terms.  For  many  years  both  he 
and  his  wife  have  been  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For  fifty-two  years 
they  have  traveled  life's  journey  together,  sharing 
its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity  and  prosperity, 
and  although  they  started  out  in  very  moderate 
circumstances  they  have  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a comfortable  competence,  the  result  of  energy, 
perseverance  and  industry,  which  are  among  their 
chief  characteristics.  Mr.  W ilton  is  now  eightv- 
two  years  of  age  and  his  wife  seventy,  but  both  are 
hale  and  hearty,  and  their  lives  have  ever  been  such 
as  to  win  for  them  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  they  have  been  brought  in  contact. 
Their  children  have  been  a great  comfort  to  them 
in  their  declining  years. 

' ABNER  NORTON  DART.  Among  the 
active,  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Her- 
rick township,  Susquehanna  county,  this  gentleman 
deserves  prominent  mention.  He  was  born  in  Clif- 
ford township,  October  7,  1838,  a son  of  Horace 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Norton)  Dart.  The  father  was 
a native  of  Tolland  county,  Conn.,  in  which  State 
his  parents,  Elias  and  Ruth  (Morley)  Dart,  spent 
their  entire  lives  as  farming  people.  At  an  early 
day  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county.  Penn.,  and  in 
1840  located  upon  the  present  farm  of  our  subject, 
where  he  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  served  as  school  director  for  three 
years.  Religiously  he  was  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  took  an  active 
part  in  its  work,  and  served  as  trustee  of  the  Church 
for  some  time.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Elk- 
dale  cemetery.  His  wife,  who  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject,  is  also  an  earnest 
member  of  the  same  Church.  She  was  born  in 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co..  Penn.,  March 
20,  1819,  a daughter  of  Abner  and  Cynthia  (Cur- 
ren)  Norton,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ireland, 
respectively.  Her  mother  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  and  settled  in  New  York  State. 
At  an  early  day  she  and  her  husband  removed  to 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co..  Penn.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  life, 
the  latter  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in  a family  of  five  children 
and  the  only  one  now  living.  Charles  A.  died  in 
the  Union  army;  Lucian  died  young;  and  George 
and  Eugene  both  died  with  black  fever  in  1863. 

Mr.  Dart,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
was  only  two  years  old  when  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  his  present  farm  in  Herrick  township, 
and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  At  Harrisburg. 
Penn.,  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
4th  P.  V.  C..  commanded  by  his  uncle.  Capt.  Alfred 
Dart,  and  at  this  time  was  in  the  service  for  ten 
months.  After  a year  spent  at  home  he  joined  a 
construction  corps,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  four  months.  He  did  guard  duty  at  Camps 


Curtin  and  Sprague,  was  in  no  active  engagements, 
and  fortunately  was  never  wounded.  Since  his 
return  home  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  successfully  operates  eighty-five  acres 
of  fine  farming  land.  His  political  support  is  al- 
ways given  the  Republican  party,  and  for  three 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  his 
district. 

On  October  16,  1876,  in  Herrick  township, 
Mr.  Dart  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth E.  Potter,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children : Frederick  P.,  born  November  24,  1878, 

is  now  a draftsman  of  Bangor,  Penn. ; and  Alice, 
born  February  2,  1881,  died  May  30,  1881.  Mrs. 
Dart  was  born  in  Buckingham  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  August  11.  1850,  a daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Maria  (Cooley)  Potter.  The  father  was  born 
on  a farm  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, in  January,  1819,  and  died  there  May  21,  1898. 
The  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
also  died  in  Gibson  township,  in  August,  1882,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and  were  both  buried 
at  Gelatt,  Penn.  They  were  members  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were  Eliza- 
beth E.,  wife  of  our  subject  ; Preston  C.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; Alice  C.,  a resident 
of  Gibson  township : and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Dart’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Parley  and 
Philena  (Norton)  Potter,  the  former  a descendant 
of  Capt.  Joseph  Potter.  ‘ Her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Sheldon  and  Elizabeth  ( Mogridge ) 
Cooley,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut  and  the 
latter  of  Birmingham,  England.  In  1812  the  grand- 
mother came  to  America  and  located  in  Cochecton. 
Later  she  and  her  husband  removed  to  Manchester, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  grandmother  died, 
the  grandfather  having  gone  West,  whence  he  never 
returned.  He  had  been  a prominent  farmer  in 
Wayne  county. 

GEORGE  KIRK,  an  honored  citizen  of  Sus- 
quehanna, who  is  now  living  retired  from  business 
cares,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  near 
Lanesboro,  in  October.  1821,  son  of  James  and 
Catherine  Kirk,  who  were  natives  of  Washington 
county,  N.  Y..  and  came  to  this  State  in  1819  or 
1820,  locating  in  Harmony  township.  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  purchased  property.  The  father, 
who  was  a millwright  by  trade,  died  in  1865.  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  1870.  Of  their  six  chil- 
dren only  two  are  now  living;  George,  our  sub- 
ject ; and  Susan,  wife  of  William  Hunt,  of  Susque- 
hanna. by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Frances, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Hawthorn,  master  mechanic 
in  the  railroad  repair  shops  at  that  place. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  near  his  boyhood  home,  and  when 
a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  some  years.  In  August.  1849.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  E.  Smith, 
of  Franklin,  Penn.,  and  they  began  housekeeping 
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in  Susquehanna,  where  he  purchased  property. 
In  1851  he  commenced  working  in  the  railroad 
shops  at  that  place  and  remained  one  of  the  faith- 
ful and  trusted  employes  of  the  company  for  forty 
years.  In  1874  he  built  a pleasant  home  on  Broad 
street,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
business,  spending  his  declining  years  in  ease  and 
comfort  as  one  of  the  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  place.  In  his  political  attiliations  he 
is  a Republican,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled 
the  office  of  town  councilman,  and  as  tax  collector 
in  his  borough  for  four  years.  Religiously  he  and 
his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  fraternally  he  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Susque- 
hanna, in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and 
which  he  as  also  represented  in  the  grand  lodge  at 
three  different  sessions. 

Mr.  Kirk's  first  wife  died  in  1891,  and  their 
only  child,  Verna,  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Mrs.  M.arv 
De  Witt,  of  Dundee,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Maria  Seeley,  leading  citizens  of  that  place, 
where  her  father  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  She  attended  the  higher  schools  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  and  was  given  a fine  musical  education. 
In  1872  she  married  Thomas  De  Witt,  of  Bing- 
hamton, formerly  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  after  their 
marriage  they  located  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.  He 
was  a passenger  engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad  until 
his  death,  which  occurred'  in  1884.  He  left  three 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Susquehanna. 
(1)  Velona  graduated  from  the  schools  of  that  city 
in  1898,  and  is  now  an  advanced  student  at  Fort 
Edwards  College,  N.  Y.  (2)  George,  born  in  1878, 
died  in  1:894,  (3)  Isabell  is  also  attending  Fort 

Edwards  College. 

SQUIRE  L.  HAZEN,  one  of  Blooming  Grove 
township’s  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citizens, 
has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Pike  county  for  many  years,  and  has  borne  an 
important  part  in  its  devejopment  and  upbuilding. 
He  has  been  a champion  of  every  movement  de- 
signed to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  a sup- 
porter of  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 

His  father,  Isaiah  Hazen,  was  born  in  1768, 
in  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  and  spent  almost  his  entire 
life  as  a farmer  in  that  county  and  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  but  he  died  in  Milford,  Penn.,  October  31, 
1839.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Julia  Oakley,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  October 
20,  1855,  at  the  age  of  eightv-four  years,  eleven 
months  and  nine  days.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Thomas  C.,  born  December  14.  1793. 

died  at  Milford,  Penn.,  after  having  served  in  the 
war  of  1812:  Lydia,  born  March  20.  1795,  first 
married  James  Mollers  and  second  Isaac  Tucker; 
Mary,  born  August  16,  1800,  married  Maton  Aber, 
of  Dingman  township.  Pike  county:  James,  born 
February  20,  1803,  lived  in  Dingman  township; 
John  S.,  born  December  9,  1805,  made  his  home  for 


a time  in  Pike  county,  but  died  at  Barryville,  Sul- 
livan Co.,  N.  Y. ; Jemima,  born  March  27,  1809,' 
married  Jonathan  D.  Hultz,  and  died  in  Iowa. 

Squire  L.  Hazen,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  born  in  Minisink  township,  Orange  Co.,  X.  \ ., 
July  6,  1812,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his.  parents  to  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  to  provide 
for  himself,  and  followed  farming  in  Dingman 
township  until  1855,  when  he  came  to  Blooming 
Grove  township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  has 
since  made  his  home  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  spent  in  Syracuse,  X.  Y.  He  has  always 
taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public 
aitairs,  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  honored  with  nearly  all  the  township  offices, 
including  those  of  school  director  and  supervisor, 
the  duties  of  which  he  has  most  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously discharged. 

On  August  15,  1833,  Mr.  Hazen  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mangunia  McKean.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
(ij  Lucinda  E.,  born  July  9,  1834,  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  Smith,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.  (2)  Edward 
Rockhill,  born  February  19,  1S36,  married  Eliza- 
beth Hatten,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bloom- 
ing Grove  township.  (3)  Hiram,  born  August  16, 
1837,  married  a cousin,  Minerva  Hazen.  and  is  liv-  * 
ing  at  Glen  Eyre,  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county.  (4)  Horace,  born  Xovember  5.  1838.  mar- 
ried Martha  CrawTord  and  lives  in  Laxawaxen 
township.  (5)  Francis  Everet,  born  December  6, 
1840,  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war.  (6)  Almyra  Cox,  born  April  9.  1842, 
died  in  childhood.  (7)  Arminda,  born  January  5, 
1844,  was  married  May  13,  1867,  to  David  J.  Ed- 
wards, who  was  born  in  London,  England.  August 
16,  1841,  and  died  Xovember  24.  1876;  four  chil- 
dren graced  their  union : Lucinda,  who  was  born 
February  21,  1868,  and  died  in  infancy;  Robert, 
who  was  born  December  9,  1869,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Mary,  who  was  born  March  14, 
1872;  and  William  David,  who  was  born  August 
2,  1876,  married  Alice  Runyon,  October  25.  1899, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Xotch,  Penn.  (8) 
Charles  Herbert,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1847,  ar)d  was  a veterinary  surgeon  in 
Xew  York  State,  where  he  died  in  1889.  (9)  Marv 

Elvira,  born  June  10,  1854,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  (10)  Erwin,  born  October  12, 
1857,  married  Margaret  Anderson  and  is  residing 
in  Blooming  Grove  township. 

COL.  JOHX'  X'YCE.  deceased.  This  in  his 
day  well-known  citizen  of  Milford,  Pike  county, 
who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  April  13,  1880.  was 
for  many  years  a prominent  member  of  the  legal 
fraternity.  His  progressive  mind,  and  warm  sym- 
pathy with  the  needs  of  the  people,  made  him  a de- 
termined champion  of  various  reforms,  and  while 
his  professional  work  was  notably  successful,  he  will, 
perhaps,  be  best  remembered  for  his  loyalty  and 
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devotion  as  a citizen  to  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Col.  Nyce  was  born  July  22,  1831,  in  Sandy- 
ston  townsmp,  Sussex  L'o.,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Major 
John  W.  anu  Maria  (Van  Cam  pen)  Nyce,  ana  a 
grandson  of  John  Nyce,  who  resided  at  an  earl}'  day 
at  Egypt  Mills,  Penn.  Major  John  W.  Nyce  was  a 
native  of  Egypt  Mills,  Penn.,  and  for  many  years 
followed  farming  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  He  was 
a man  of  much  ability,  and  public  spirit,  and  his  title 
was  gained  by  active  service  in  the  State  militia,  for 
which  he  organized  and  trained  a company.  Our 
subject  was  fifth  in  a family  of  nine  children,  the 
others  being:  Eleanora,  widow  of  Foster  Arm- 
strong, of  VVentzville,  Mo.;  Abram  (deceased), 
who  married  Julia  Ramie;  James,  who  married  Jane 
Brink ; Mary,  wife  of  Eben  Kilpatrick ; Catherine, 
wife  of  John  Ramie,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Kyte,  of  Sandvston,  N.  J. ; 
Jacob,  a carpenter  at  Port  Jervis,  who  married. 
Dorcas  Shay ; and  George,  a physician  at  Saratoga, 
N.  Y.,  who  married  Maria  Ennis. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  his 
education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools  near  his 
home.  In  early  manhood  he  removed  to  Delanco,  N. 
J.,  to  work  in  a lumber  yard  of  which  he  was  soon 
made  the  manager,  but  later  he  went  to  New  York 
'City,  where  he  clerked  in  a dry-goods  store  for 
several  years.  In  1856  he  located  at  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  Charl- 
ton Burnett  as  preceptor,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  interrupted  his  plans.  As  soon  as  it  be- 
came apparent  that  a long  struggle  was  inevitable, 
he  began  organizing  a company  which  was  mus- 
tered into  service  June  11,  1861,  as  Company  F,  33rd 
Pa.  Reserves.  Our  subject  entered  as  second-lieu- 
tenant, and  was  soon  advanced  to  the  post  of  ad- 
jutant, while  on  June  2,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major.  On  November  9,  1862,  he  was 
appointed  colonel  of  the  174th  Pa.  Militia,  for  meri- 
torious conduct  in  the  field,  and  with  this  rank  he 
served  until  mustered  out  on  August  7,  1863,  at 
Philadelphia.  During  his  term  of  service  he  took 
part  in  many  important  engagements,  and  received 
wounds  which  left  their  mark  upon  him  to  his  death. 
At  Charles  City  Cross  Roads  he  had  a sabre  wound 
across  his  right  arm ; at  Malvern  Hill  he  was  shot 
through  the  right  arm,  and  received  a shell  wound  in 
the  knee ; and  at  Antietam  he  was  shot  through  the 
right  lung,  which  caused  him  to  fall  from  his  horse 
and  injure  his  hip.  His  soldiers,  who  one  and  all 
appreciated  his  gallantry  and  courage,  presented 
him  with  a valuable  chronometer,  which  he  prized 
greatly  and  always  carried,  while  the  officers  of  his 
regiment  presented  him  with  a handsome  gold-  and 
silver-mounted  sword.  On  returning  to  the  paths 
of  peace  Col.  Nyce  remained  in  Stroudsburg  for  a 
few  months,  and  in  February,  1864,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  the  Monroe  County  Court.  In  April, 
1864,  he  located  at  Milford,  where  he  speedily 
gained  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  at  his 
death  he  left  a handsome  competence.  He  was 


active  in  municipal  affairs,  and  twice,  served 
as  chief  burgess  of  Milford.  Although  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  he  accepted  the  Greenback  nom- 
ination tor  State  Senator  in  1878,,  Ins  opponent 
being  Hon.  Allen  Craig,  of  Carbon  county, 
and  while  he  failed  to  carry  the  election  he  re- 
ceived a flattering  vote  in  his  own  county.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Church,  serv- 
ing as  superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school  until 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the  du- 
ties of  the  position.  Socially  he  was  identified  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  458,  at  Milford, 
is  named  Col.  John  Nyce  Post  after  him. 

On  December  28,  1853,  Col.  Nyce  was  married 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  .Miss  Martha  Ann  Allen, 
and  six  children  blessed  the  union:  (1)  John  W., 
born  July  15,  1855,  married  Margaret  A.  Quick, 
and  resides  at  Caldwell,  Kans. ; for  some  years  he 
operated  the.  Caldwell  Stock  Exchange  Bank,  but 
retired  in  1S95  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  July  3, 
1897,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town  by 
President  McKinley.  In  September,  1877,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  prac- 
ticed there  for  a number  of  years ; served  as  district 
attorney  two  years,  resigning  that  office  in  i83i, 
when  he  removed  to  Caldwell,  Sumner  Co.,  Ivans., 
as  just  stated,  and  soon  afterward  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  of  that  county.  For  two  years  he  was 
mayor  of  the  city ; also  served  as  president  of  the 
school  board  of  Caldwell,  as  city  attorney,  city 
treasurer  and  city  clerk,  also  as  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  Sumner  county.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  F.  & A. 
M.,  being  a Knight  Templar  and  Shriner.  (2) 
Isabella  C.  resides  with  her  mother.  (3)  Clarissa  M. 
married  Asa  Overall,  and  died  in  Kansas  in  Sep- 
tember, 1876.  (4)  Mattie  F.  married  J.  Willis  Cald- 
well, and  died  at  Caldwell,  Kans.,  November  23, 
1889.  (5)  Bertha  W.  died  at  Stroudsburg  in  child- 
hood. (6)  George  McC.,  who  is  unmarried,  was  for 
some  time  a grocer  in  South  Dakota ; when  the  war 
with  Spain  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  His 
country,  being  one  of  the" famous  “Rough  Riders," 
and  subsequently  re-enlisted  in  the  Eighth  New 
A ork  Cavalry,  in  which  he  holds  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral, and  at  this  time  he  is  with  his  regiment  at 
Puerto  Principe,  Cuba. 

Mrs.  Martha  A.  Nyce  is  a native  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  family.  Her  grandfather,  Sandford  Al- 
len, was  a prominent  citizen  of  New  York  City,  and 
for  many  years  held  public  office.  He  married  Clar- 
issa Hoddard,  and  had  the  following  children : 
Wiliam  C.,  Sandford,  Henry,  Thomas,  Billins,  Rox- 
ellina,  Prudence  J.  and  Bashby.  Major  William  C. 
Allen,  father  of  Mrs.  Nyce,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  there  in  his 
youth.  For  some  time  in  later  life  he  made  his 
home  with  Mrs.  Nyce,  but  while  on  a visit  to  Port 
Jervis  he  died  on  January  14,  1894.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Writer), 
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a native  of  Otisville,  N.  Y.,  died  at  Port  Jervis, 
January  8,  1888,  aged  seventy-two,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Milford. 
This  estimable  couple  had  ten  children:  Clarissa  J., 
deceased  wife  of  Marvin  Bowen;  Martha  A.  (Airs. 
Nyce) ; Amanda  M.,  widow  of  Michael  Nearpass, 
of  Port  Jervis;  Catherine,  widow  of  Richard  Iieim 
tningway,  of  New  York;  Jeannette,  who  died  in 
childhood ; Sandford,  who  went  south,  and  was 
never  heard  from  afterward;  and,  William  PI.,  Isa- 
bella, Elizabeth  and  Alferetta,  who  all  died  in  child- 
hood. 

BENJAMIN  F.  STARBIRD  is  a well-known 
farmer  and  valued  citizen  of  Thompson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  who  has  had  very  little  time 
to  spend  in  idleness,  and  when  not  busy  with  his 
hands,  has  added  to  his  store  of  useful  knowledge 
and  kept  well  posted  on  current  events.  As  a man 
of  sound  judgment  and  intelligence,  he  is  well  worn 
thy  of  representation  in  a book  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Starbird  was  born  in  Preston,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  in  P'ebruary,  1833,  and  is  descended  from 
an  old  New  England  family.  Plis  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Starbird,  was  born  in  Brunswick, 
Cumberland  county,  district  of  Maine,  in  1754,  and 
in  early  life  came  to  this  State.  He  married  Hannah 
Stroud  (who  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.), 
in  1783,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Dowell ) Stroud,  one  of  the  first  families  of  Mom 
roe  county,  and  the  one  for  whom  the  city  of 
Stroudsburg  was  named.  John  Starbird  died  in 
Stroudsburg  in  1839,  his  wife  in  1845.  1 11  their 

family  were  seven  children,  namely:  Jacob  be^ 

came  a resident  of  New  York  State;  John,  born  in 
Stroudsburg,  in  1786,  married  a Miss  Price  and 
settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  but  later  removed 
to  a farm  in  Ohio,  where  he  died  leaving  a family ; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1788,  married  William  Bortree 
and  located  in  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  where  both 
died;  William,  father  of  our  subject,  is  the  next  of 
the  family:  Daniel,  born  in  May,  1801,  died  in 
childhood;  Peter,  born  in  1803,  died  when  a young 
man;  and  Frank,  born  in  1807,  died  unmarried  at 
Easton,  Penn.,  in  November,  1854. 

William  Starbird,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Stroudsburg  in  May,  1798,  and  on  reaching 
man's  estate  married,  on  September  26.  1824,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Barrager,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty. They  began  their  domestic  life  at  Preston, 
that  county,  where  from  the  unbroken  forest  the 
father  developed  a farm  and  erected  thereon  a log 
house  and  barn.  Later  he  removed  to  Bucking- 
ham township,  Wayne  county,  where  his  wife  died 
in  1875.  and  he  passed  away  in  January,  1S81.  In 
politics  he  was  first  an  old-line  Whig  and  later  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Protestant, 
but  not  a member  of  any  religious  denomination. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  all  of  whom  reached  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. (1)  Ransom,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in 
July,  1825,  never  married  and  died  August  11, 


1862,  on  the  old  homestead.  (2)  Horace,  born 
October  8,  1826,  received  a district  school  educa- 
tion and  married  Sarah  Bunnell,  of  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  They  located  on  a farm 
in  Wayne  county,  where  both  died,  and  their  only 
daughter  died  later.  (3)  Emaline,  born  In  1820, 
married  George  Whitney,  of  Susquehanna,  now  a 
resident  of  Wayne  county.  (4)  George,  born  in 
1829,  married  Alice  Lloyd,  of  Preston,  Wayne 
county,  and  both  died  in  that  county  in  1862,  leav- 
ing two  children,  who  are  now  residents  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  (5)  Alfred,  born  in  May,  1831, 
never  married,  and  was  killed  at  Fort  Stephens 
during  the  Civil  war.  (6)  Benjamin  F.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (7)  Edwin  C., 
born  in  1835,  married  Roxanna  Hoover,  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  and  is  a business  man  of 
Kingston.  They  have  a family.  (8 ) Ann,  born 
in  September,  1836,  married  Peter  Tillman,  of  Sus- 
quehanna, and  died  April  13,  1867,  leaving  one  son, 
Alfred,  a resident  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  (9)  John 
Q.,  born  in  1838,  married  Elmyra  Mitchell,  of  Lib- 
erty, Susquehanna  county,  and  they  make  their 
home  in  Wayne  county.  They  have  four  children. 
(10)  William  P.,  born  in  1840,  married  Jane  La 
Bar,  of  Wayne  county,  and  has  six  children.  He 
is  engaged  in  business  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  but 
still  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Preston  Park, 
Wayne  county.  (11)  Irvin,  born  in  1842,  married 
Anna  King,  of  W ayne  county,  where  he  died  in 
June,  1897,  leaving  three  children=Clair,  Robert 
and  Bessie.  (12)  Henry  C.,  born  in  1844.  died 
October  8,  1862.  (13)  Caroline  A.,  born  in  Sep- 

tember, 1848,  is  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Jones,  of  Buck- 
ingham, Wayne  conuty,  and  they  have  one  son. 

As  a boy  Benjamin  F.  Starbird  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county  during  the 
winter  months,  and  in  early  life  followed  lumbering 
and  farming  there,  being  a steersman  on  the  rafts 
of  lumber  floated  down  the  Delaware  river  to  the 
Philadelphia  markets  until  1S74.  In  i860  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emelinda  A.  La  Barr,  a daughter  of 
George  G.  and  Jerusha  La  Barr,  representatives  of 
a prominent  pioneer  family  of  Wayne  county,  where 
Airs.  Starbird  was  born  in  1842.  After  his  mar- 
riage our  subject  purchased  a farm  in  Scott  town- 
ship, that  county,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  1868.  when  he  bought  the  Alessenger 
farm  in  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Upon  this  place  he  has  made  many  improvements, 

I so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the 
locality.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he 
j has  been  engaged  in  lumbering. 

Air.  Starbiril  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
died  in  that  faith  in  Alarch,  1891.  Five  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely:  (1)  Wilson  Henry, 

born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1862.  married  Nellie 
Alayo,  of  Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of  Chap- 
man and  Louisa  (Fancher)  Alayo.  of  Harmony 
I township,  and  they  now  have  three  children : Cora 
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E.,  born  in  1891  ; Don  J.,  born  in  1894;  and  George 
H.,  born  in  1897.  After  residing  in  Stevens  Point 
for  some  years  they  located  on  his  father's  farm, 
of  which  he  now  has  the  management.  (2)  Nel- 
son F.,  born  in  April,  1S66,  married  Emily  Doo- 
little, of  Gulf  Summit,  X.  Y.,  ana  is  now  employed 
as  foreman  for  the  Essex  Lumber  Company  at 
Newark,  N.  J.  They  have  two  daughters,  Flor- 
ence and  Olive.  (3)  Judson  R.,  born  in  Wayne 
county,  in  1868,  is  also  interested  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Newark.  He  married  Armitida  Love- 
less, of  Elk  county,  Penn.,  and  has  two  children : 
B.  F.  and  Ruth.  (4)  Frank  G.,  born  in  Thomp- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1873,  mar- 
ried Maggie  Hill,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  is  in  the 
employ  of  a lumber  company  in  that  city.  (5) 
Nettie  W.  died  in  childhood.  Politically  Mr.  Star- 
bird  is  a Prohibitionist  and  religiously  a Methodist, 
having  been  a firm  believer  in  the  teachings  of  John 
Wesley  for  over  half  a century.  He  is  a man  far 
above  the  average  in  intellect.  Although  his  edu- 
cation was  limited  to  a few  months'  attendance  at 
the  district  schools,  he  has  become  a well-informed 
man.  As  he  grew  older  his  mind  craved  the 
knowledge  of  books  that  had  been  denied  him,  and 
he  became  a great  reader  of  good  literature,  buying 
all  the  books  which  his  means  would  afford.  He 
is  now  one  of  the  best  read  men  of  his  section.  He 
is  a student  of  human  nature  as  well  as  history  and 
the  topics  of  the  time,  and  is  especially  well  in- 
formed on  national  and  local  affairs,  and  all  that 
takes  place  within  the  legislative  halls. 

D.  PORTER  ANGLE,  a prominent  dairyman 
and  agriculturist  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  is  a young  man  of  enterprise,  and  his  large 
farm  is  kept  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation  under  his 
able  and  judicious  management. 

Mr.  Angle  comes  of  good  old  pioneer  stock,  his 
ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  having  been  earlv 
settlers  in  New  Jersey,  while  on  the  maternal  side 
he  is  a great-grandson  of  Capt.  Posten,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  who  came  to  Monroe  county  soon 
after  the  war  for  independence  closed,  and,  with  the 
Van  Vliets,  became  the  first  to  settle  in  what  is  now 
Stroud  township.  The  tract  of  land  upon  which  this 
hero  originally  settled  is  now  the  homestead  of  our 
subject,  and  its  broad  acres  have  a historical  value 
apart  from  the  market  rating  based  upon  their 
fertility.  Samuel  Angle,  our  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  resided  in  New  Jersev,  where  he  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  about  ten  years  ago.  J.  G. 
Angle,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  in  early  manhood  settled  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Annie  Posten-,  was  born 
at  the  present  homestead,  and  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  Angle  purchased  the  place  where  he  made  his  I 
home  for  twenty-three  vears.  He  then  returned  to  I 
his  old  home  in  Middle  Smithfield,  where  he  still  : 
resides.  His  first  wife  died  when  our  subject  was  1 
a mere  boy,  and  the  father  afterward  married  Miss  ^ 


Sarah  J.  Van  Vliet,  of  Stroud  township,  who  died 
April  27,  1882.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  four 
children:  (1)  James  died  in  early  manhood.  (2) 
Mary  E.,  born  in  1861,  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, married  Jacob  Kaul,  of  that  township,  and  later 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  tney  have  two  children : 
Jay  and  Edna.  (3)  Jabez  G.,  Jr.,  born  in  Stroud 
April  6,  1865,  at  the  present  homestead,  now 
resides  in  East  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss 
Emma  Detrick,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and 
they  had  four  children : Laura,  Anna,  Bessie  and 
Jessie,  the  two  last  named  being  deceased.  (4)  D. 
Porter  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  By  the  sec- 
ond marriage  J.  G.  Angle  had  two  children:  (1) 
Lydia  Lulu,  who  married  Eugene  Kinney,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Verna ; and  (2)  George  Angle,  born  April  27, 
1877,  in  Stroud  township,  who  is  not  married  and 
resides  in  Middle  Smithfield  with  his  father. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  7.  1863,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
his  education  was  chiefly  obtained  in  the  Posten 
school  in  Stroud  township.  He  remained  at  the 
old  homestead  assisting  his  father,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Agnes  Detrick, 
of  the  same  township.  They  settled  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  dairving  in  connection  with  lumbering,  his 
success  in  all  his  enterprises  winning  him  a high 
reputation  in  business  circles.  The  place  contains 
no  acres  of  well  improved  land,  and  his  herd  of 
dairy  cows  is  among  the  largest  in  the  township. 
Poiticallv  Mr.  Angle  is  a Democrat,  and  belongs  to 
various  fraternal  organizations  including  the  Junior 
Order  American  Mechanics.  In  religion  he  inclines 
to  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belongs, 
and  with  which  his  parents  united  manv  vears  ago. 
Socially  Mr.  Angle  and  his  young  wife  are  popular, 
and  Mrs.  Angle  is  not  only  an  efficient  and  capable 
helpmate  in  the  management  of  the  homestead,  but 
is  an  active  worker  in  religious  and  philanthropic 
movements,  giving  liberally  of  both  time  and  means 
to  any  worthy  cause.  Two  children  brighten  the 
home.  Pearl,  born  November  18,  1892,  and  Carl, 
born  January  10.  1804. 

Mrs.  Angle  was  born  April  9,  1873,  in  Smith- 
field  township.  Monroe  county,  where  her  parents, 
Martin  V.  and  Lydia  J.  (Marsh)  Detrick,  were 
prominent  residents.  They  died  of  typhoid  fever 
in  1894  within  one  month,  leaving  seven  children: 

(1)  John  H.,  a resident  of  Manson,  Iowa,  married 
Miss  Molly  Davis,  of  Iowa,  and  has  one  son — Earl. 

(2)  Laura  married  Harrv  Van  Vliet.  of  Stroud 
township,  and  has  three  children:  Myrtle.  May  and 
Stanley.  (3)  Maggie  B.  married  Harry  Ruster.  of 
Smithfield  township,  now  of  Stroudsburg,  and  thev 
have  had  four  children— Lila ; Frank  : Earl  (deceased) 
and  Gradie,  who  died  from  diphtheria.  (4)  Mary  A. 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  (5)  William  E.  mar- 
ried Miss  Xattie  M.  Leaur,  on  December  to.  1897, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Manson,  Iowa.  (6)  Frank 
S.  is  now  a student  of  the  Petty  Institute  of  New 
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Jersey,  where  he  expects  to  graduate  this  year.  He 
is  a young  man  of  fine  scholarship,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  bright  men  of  Monroe  county.  (7) 
Miss  Annie  Detrick  is  a student  in  a high  school  in 
New  Jersey. 

WILLIAM  EMORY  RESSEGUIE,  a well- 
known  merchant  of  South  Gibson,  is  also  engaged 
in  agricultural  work  to  some  extent,  being  the  owner 
of  a fine  farm  near  the  village.  He  was  born  June 
26,  1841,  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  his  parents,  Fitch  and  Mary  (Tewksbury) 
Resseguie,  were  early  settlers,  and  of  whom  further 
mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead, 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  there  on  his  own  account 
for  a number  of  years.  Wishing  to  enter  mercantile 
business  he  rented  a store  in  South  Gibson  in  1894, 
his  son  taking  charge  for  a tirne,  however,  and  in 
May,  1895,  he  removed  to  the  village  in  order 
to  give  personal  attention  to  the  business.  Political- 
ly he  is  a Republican  and  he  is  active  in  promoting 
the  educational  interests  of  his  community,  having 
served  as  school  director  for  the  past  six  years.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  South 
Gibson,  in  which  he  has  served  as  steward  for  ten 
years  and  trustee  for  tjvelve  years.  In  November, 
1868,  he  was  married  in  Gibson  township  to  Miss 
Helen  L.  Denny  and  they  had  three  children  : Olin 
F.,  who  resides  in  Scranton,  married  Kate  Watrous, 
and  has  two  children — Leona  and  Helen ; Franklin 
F.,  who  operates  the  old  homestead  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, married  Lucile  Manzer.  and  has  two  children 
— Cecil  and  Madaline ; and  Homer  J.,  who  resides 
with  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Resseguie  belongs  to  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  families  of  Gibson  township,  where 
she  first  saw  light  November  7,  1849.  Her  paternal 
grandparents,  Richard  and  Sarah  ( Steenback ) 
Dennv,  settled  uoon  a farm  in  Gibson  township  at 
an  early  day,  and  her  father,  Tohn  Denny,  was  born 
and  reared  there,  and  became  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  the  locality.  He  died  June  4.  1864, 
aged  thirty-eight  years.  His  wife,  Anna  E.  Tiffany, 
was  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Nancy  (Pellett) 
Tiffany,  of  Lenox  township  Susquehanna  countv, 
and  later  of  Gibson  township,  the  father  being  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  She  survived  him  and  mar- 
ried John  B.  Steenback.  and  her  death  occurred  in 
September,  1897,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  the  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Manzer  cemeterv,  Gibson 
township.  She  had  three  children,  all  by  her  first 
marriage:  Clarissa,  who  married  Willard  Gillett, 
contractor  and  builder  at  Kearney ; Helen  L.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Emma  E..  who  married  Edward 
Wilmarth,  and  died  in  1889. 

JACOB  ELLSWORTH.  This  gentleman  oc- 
cupies no  unimportant  position  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county. 


He  was  born  October  8,  1823,  and  is  a son  of  George 
Ellsworth  and  grandson  of  Levi  Ellsworth.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  that  State.  During  the 
war  of  1812  he  took  up  arms,  and  valiantly  aided 
in  the  defense  of  his  country.  On  reaching  man- 
hood he  married  Martha  Cole,  also  a native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  a daughter  of  Simon  Cole,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children  : Catherine, 
deceased  wife  of  E.  Brown;  Jacob,  of  this  sketch; 
Jane,  wife  of  Frederick  Hall,  who  was  one  of  the 
defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war  and 
is  now  a resident  of  Lordsville,  Penn. ; William, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Manchester  township:  Isa, 
of  the  same  township ; Levi,  deceased ; and  John, 
a resident  of  Little  Equinunk,  Penn.  The  sons  all 
manifested  their  patriotism  by  their  service  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Rebellion.  The  father  died 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Manchester  township,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  the  moth- 
er passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

Jacob  Ellsworth  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
in  Manchester  township,  and  during  his  boyhood 
began  rafting  on  the  river.  Later  he  chopped  wood 
in  the  forests,  and  throughout  his  active  business 
life  has  been  identified  with  the  farming  and  lum- 
ber-interests of  this  sectien  of  the  State.  In  1863 
he  donned  the  blue,  and  as  a member  of  Company 
L,  58th  N.  Y.  Y . I.,  was  in  the  service  for  over 
two  years,  during  which  time  his  weight  was  re- 
duced from  2.10  pounds  to  116  pounds.  While  in 
camp  he  contracted  rheumatism  and  also  a fever 
which  broke  down  his  health.  Among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  was  the  battle  of 
Holly  Hill. 

In  1855  Mr.  Ellsworth  married  Miss  Matilda 
Tyler,  a native  of  Manchester  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Anson  and  Deliah  (Adams)  Tyler,  who 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  township. 
Out  of  a large  family,  only  four  of  the  children 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  now  living, 
namely:  Esther;  John,  who  married  Minerva 

Mogerdge;  Miranda,  wife  of  James  Coddington ; 
and  Della,  wife  of  Evan  Jones.  The  wife  and  moth- 
er was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  the  fall  of  1888,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  She  was  a good  wife, 
a faithful  helpmeet  and  a careful  parent  to  her  chil- 
dren. Politically  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  a Democrat,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Hawkins  Creek,  X.  Y.  Following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father,  he  is  a successful  hunter.  Although 
the  country  has  grown  from  almost  a wilderness 
to  an  advanced  condition,  and  bears  and  panthers 
are  no  longer  common,  Mr.  Ellsworth  manages  to 
secure  game  and  fish  enough  to  still  make  good  the 
name  of  a hunter. 

WILLIAM  SCHOLL.  Wayne  county  num- 
bers among  her  best  and  most  honored  residents 
many  citizens  who  are  of  German  birth  or  origin, 
and  among  these  William  Scholl,  who  during  his 
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life  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  and 
public-spirited  men  of  Hawley,  held  a respected 
place. 

Mr.  Scholl  was  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
born  August  4,  1826,  near  Ammerbach,  and  was  one 
of  the  eight  children  of  Theodore  Scholl,  of  whom 
we  have  the  following  record:  Francis  died  at 

Hawley,  Penn.  Alary  married  Ernest  Waddelinz 
and  she  and  her  husband  both  died  at  Hawley. 
Charles  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  never  heard  from  after  he  entered  the 
service.  Theresa.  Airs.  Francis  Hannig,  died 
in  Germany.  William  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
John  is  a shoemaker  and  lives  in  Germany.  George 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas.  Philip  lives  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  is  employed  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania board  of  health.  The  parents  passed  all 
their  lives  in  the  Fatherland. 

In  1849  William  Scholl  came  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America,  and  for  one  year  after  his  arrival  he 
'lived  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  baker,  thence  coming  to  Hawley, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  a 
time  he  worked  at  his  trade  with  Airs.  Alarv  Schla- 
ger,  his  wife’s  sister,  afterward  renting  the  store 
for  a year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  purchased 
the  business,  which  he  continued  successfully  up  to 
his  death,  on  July  6,  1883.  He  managed  his  affairs 
with  characteristic  German  thrift,  and  by  industry 
and  economy  acquired  a oomfortable  property  and 
became  one  of  the  most  respected  members  of  the 
community  in  which  he  had  settled.  Strict  hon- 
esty and  a desire  to  please  marked  his  dealings  with 
all,  and  his  custom  increased  yearly  from  the  time 
he  entered  business.  Air.  Scholl  took  a loyal  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  town,  but  he  was 
not  an  office-seeker  and  took  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  though  he  served  faithfully  as  poormaster 
at  Hawley.  His  political  sympathies  were  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

Air.  Scholl  was  married,  at  Honesdale,  on  June 
29,  1851,  to  Aliss  Alargaret  Ferber,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  eleven  children,  of  whom  only 
four  are  living,  namely:  William,  Alargaret,  Eliza- 
beth, August,  all  four  deceased : Lena,  the  wife  of 
Edward  Gardner,  a blacksmith  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Charles  and  Emma,  deceased ; Sophia,  who  mar- 
ried Ed  Goldback,  a shoemaker,  of  Hawley ; George, 
living  with  his  mother  and  employed  in  the  silk  mill ; 
Peter,  living  with  his  mother ; and  Barbara,  de- 
ceased. The  family  are  Catholics  in  religious 
faith.  Fraternally  Air.  Scholl  belonged  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Airs.  Alargaret  (Ferber)  Scholl  now  makes 
her  home  above  the  store  formerly  kept  by  her  hus- 
band, on  the  east  side  of  Hawley,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventv  years  is  a bright,  active  and  well-preserved 
woman,  respected  and  loved  by  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.  She  proved  a faith- 
ful and  competent  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in  his 
business  as  well  as  in  the  home,  doing  her  full  share 


in  accumulating  the  competence  which  she  now  en- 
joys, and  it  is  hoped  that  she  still  has  many  peace- 
ful years  before  her.  She  was  born  October  8,  1827, 
in  Baden,  Germany,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Sterra)  Ferber.  The  mother  died  in  1843,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three,  and  in  1847  the  father  came  to 
America,  for  the  first  six  months  after  his  arrival 
living  in  Greene  county,  Penn.,  with  his  daughter, 
Airs.  Schlager.  He  then  made  his  home  in  Hones- 
dale for  a while,  subsequently  lived  in  Hawley  at 
different  times,  and  spent  his  years  among  all  his 
children  in  their  various  homes,  dying  November 
23,  1889,  at  Hawley,  while  staying  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Airs.  Scholl.  He  was  ninety-five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  due  to  an  acci- 
dent, he  having  fallen  down  stairs.  His  fam- 
consisted  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  but  Alar- 
garet and  Barbara  are  now  deceased,  viz. : Eliza- 

beth, wife  of  Anthony  Hickman,  who  is  also  de- 
ceased UJacob ; Alary,  wife  of  John  Schlager,  who 
is  dead ; Alargaret,  Airs.  Scholl ; Abraham ; and 
Barbara,  widow  of  John  Reif,  residing  at  Honesdale. 

HENRY  C.  AAIES.  In  every  community 
there  are  individuals  whose  lives  are  so  intimately 
woven  into  the  woof  and  warp  of  their  contempor- 
ary history  that  the  union  seems  inseparable.  It 
is  of  such  that  the  loss,  when  the  threads  once  break 
asunder,  is  said  to  be  irreparable.  The  wounds 
of  nature  heal  quickly,  perhaps,  but  the  influence  ot 
forceful  lives  is  transmitted  by  invisible  yet  potent 
strands  through  future  generations.  Currents  of 
human  activities,  once  created,  change  slowly.  They 
oftener  expand  in  the  direction  of  initial  momentum. 
Usually  the  magic  power  of  leaders  among  men 
is  underestimated.  It  is  like  the  flow  of  an  under- 
ground stream,  unperceived  at  the  surface,  yet  fate- 
ful in  the  summing  up  of  total  resultants.  There 
are  men  whose  lives  are  passed  in  seeming  tran- 
quility, without  the  accompaniment  of  stirring  in- 
cident, whose  lives  are  imperishably  linked  to  the 
onward  destinies  of  their  fellow  mortals. 

Henry  C.  Ames,  retired  farmer  and  banker  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county,  has  contributed  far  be- 
vond  his  reasonable  quota  to  the  development  of  his 
native  county.  His  father,  Joseph  Ames,  was  one 
of  the  honored  and  influential  pioneers  of  the  same 
portion  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family  traces  its 
history  back  to  Colonial  times.  Joseph  Ames,  the 
grandfather,  a native  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  that  village,  and  in 
1777  married  Hannah  Tyler.  He  enlisted  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Continental  army,  and  served  through- 
out the  memorable  struggle  for  independence.  Re- 
turning to  Stonington,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there,  though  after  the  death  of  his  wife  he  for 
some  time  visited  his  son  Joseph  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.  The  five  children  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Ames 
were  William,  Erastus,  Hannah,  Elijah,  and  Joseph. 
Wiliam  settled  at  Rockford,  111.,  and  his  son.  Judge 
E.  B.  Ames,  was  minister  to  Germany  during  the 
administration  of  President  Pierce. 
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Joseph  Ames,  father  of  our  subject,  was  boru 
at  Stonington,  Conn.,  October  28,  1790.  When  he 
attained  his  majority  he  resolved  to  go  West,  and 
made  the  journey  to  the  wilderness  land  on  a horse, 
which  was  his  sole  possession.  For  three  years  he 
taught  school  on  the  Wallenpaupack,  and  lie  there 
became  acquainted  with  Miss  Gertrude  Schenck, 
who  soon  after  became  his  wife.  She  was  born  in 
1793  in  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  H.  Schenck,  a native  of  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  and 
a man  of  large  wealth  and  influence,  who  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  raised  and  equipped  at  his  own 
expense  the  regiment  of  soldiers  which  he  com- 
manded. At  the  close  of  the  war  Col.  Schenck  en- 
tered political  life  and  filled  many  offices  cf  trust 
and  importance.  He  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Wayne  county,  and  died  at  Canaan  Corners. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Schenck,  Jo- 
seph Ames  purchased  125  acres  of  wild  land  on  the 
site  of  Canaan  Corners.  He  partially  cleared  the 
land,  and  lived  there  many  years.  He  then  sold  the 
property  and  purchased  another  farm  of  150  acres, 
and  began  anew  the  work  of  preparation  for  culti- 
vation. This  farm,  now  owned  by  his  son  Henry 
C.,  he  occupied  through  life,  and  lived  to  see  one 
hundred  acres  of  it  under  improvement,  with  large 
and  substantial  buildings.  Joseph  Ames  died  in 
August,  1849,  at  the  aSe  fifty-eight  years.  In 
politics  he  had  been  an  ardent  Whig.  He  was  a man 
of  prominence  in  the  community  and  was  frequently 
called  upon  by  the  franchises  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors  to  fill  the  more  important  local  offices  of 
responsibility  and  trust.  Socially  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  Waymart  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. 

The  children  of  Joseph  and  Gertrude  Ames 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Erasmus  D.  married  Jane 
Clawson,  and  has  five  children,  Agnes,  Tyler,  Katie, 
Mary  and  Harriet;  (2)  Kelson  M.  first  married 
Nancy  Hoadley,  by  whom  he  had  three  children, 
Oliver,  George  and  Rutzer,  and  for  his  second  wife 
he  wedded  Susan  Crammer,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  Louise,  Susan,  Newton  and  Fred.;  (3) 
Eliza  married  Alexander  Andrews,  by  whom  she  had 
four  children,  Alexander,  Mary,  Charles  and  William, 
and  for  her  second  husband  she  wedded  William 
Annan,  by  whom  she  had  one  child.  Gertrude;  (4) 
Tyler  died  in  boyhood;  (5)  George  R.  had  three 
children  by  his  first  wife,  Catherine  (McClain), 
and  by  his  second  wife  had  one  child,  Edward ; 
(6)  Clarissa,  wife  of  John  Clawson,  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  Agnes,  Jennie  and  Louise;  (7) 
Henry  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  (8)  Jacob  S. 
married  Harriet  N.  Woodward,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Gaston,  Flelen  and  Flattie;  (9)  John  H.  mar- 
ried Melissa  Woodward,  and  had  three  children, 
William,  Homer  and  Erasmus  ;•(  10)  Reuben  T. 
married  Helen  Thorp,  and  had  five  children,  Susan, 
Howard,  Janies,  Eliza  and  Lucy ; ( 1 1 ) Sarah  D. 
married  John  Stryker,  and  had  three  children,  Mary, 
William  and  John. 

Henry  C.  Ames  was  horn  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  Oct.  2S,  1828.  He  received  his 


education  in  the  schools  of  industry,  aided  by  a few 
short  terms  in  the  district  schools.  The  work  of  the 
home  farm  devolved  largely  upon  his  young  should- 
ers. He  was  only  twenty  years  of  age  when  his  fa- 
ther died,  and  he  immediately  purchased  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  the  farm  by  clearing  the  remainder 
of  its  fertile  acres,  and  by  adding  commodious  ana 
substantial  buildings.  From  that  early  day  when 
the  responsibilities  of  active  life  were  thus  thrust 
upon  him  by  circumstances  down  to  the  present 
time,  or  until  quite  recently,  Henry  C.  Ames  has 
been  an  earnest  and  energetic  factor  to  the  material 
development  of  Wayne  county,  gaining  in  strength, 
experience  and  wisdom  year  by  year,  and  engaging 
in  various  leading  enterprises.  He  has  always  had 
an  admiration  for  the  freedom  and  nobility  of  farm 
life,  and  perhaps  has  bestowed  upon  it  more  of  his 
time  and  attention  than  his  mercantile  and  other  pur- 
suits. In  1866  he  purchased,  from  Edward  Carr, 
a farm  of  T50  acres,  partially  cleared,  which  lie 
brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment. In  1871  he  bought  fortv-one  acres  of  new 
land,  and  cleared  and  improved  that  addition  to 
his  property.  For  forty  years  he  dealt  extensively 
in  cattle,  reaching  markets  as  far  distant  as  Ken- 
tucky and  New  York.  For  four  years,  beginning 
in  1870,  he  conducted  a mercantile  business  at  Way- 
mart,  but  when  his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire  he  re- 
tired to  his  farm.  In  1879  he  erected  at  Waymart 
the  store  which  was  conducted  by  his  son  Earl  T. 
until  the  latter's  death  in  1885.  In  1893  the  bank- 
ing firm  of  H.  C.  Ames  & Co.  was  established  at 
Forest  City,  the  junior  partner  being  Ellsworth  F. 
Ames,  the  son  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Ames  stilll  gives 
the  banking  business  his  general  supervision. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  C.  Ames  to  Miss  Julia 
Ann  Enslin  was  solemnized  September  5,  1848. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Nancy 
(Quick)  Enslin,  and  was  born  in  South  Canaan 
June  20,  1826.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  (1)  Orrin  E.,  born  May  4.  1849,  died 
September  28,  1854;  (2)  Hannah,  born  November 
25,  1851,  married  Orrin  Shaffer,  a carpenter  of 
South  Canaan  township,  and  has  one  child.  Gert- 
rude; (3)  Annie  Eliza,  born  January  17,  1853.  mar- 
ried William  J.  Pentecost,  a lumberman  of  Forest 
City,  Penn.,  and  had  six  children,  Rena  May,  Ar- 
cnie  E.,  Edna  P.  (deceased),  Earl  T.,  Inez  D..  and 
Hazel  M.  (4)  Gertrude  A.,  born  October  27,  1855, 
is  the  wife  of  Warren  S.  Bryant,  a merchant  at 
Mayfield,  Penn.;  (5)  Sarah  IT.  born  October  21, 
1857,  died  June  25.  1858;  (6)  .Earl  T.,  born  May 
16,  1859,  a bright  and  promising  young  business 
man,  died  of  consumption,  February  7,  1S85 : (7) 
Ellsworth  F.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  Mrs.  Henry 
C.  Ames  died  October  21,  1881. 

At  Somerville,  N.  J.,  January  22,  1891,  Mr. 
Ames  was  married  to  Miss  Sara  F.  Wheeler,  a na- 
tive of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  Co..  Penn.,  the  only 
child  of  Anson  and  Harriet  C.  (Norton)  Wheeler. 
Pier  paternal  great-grandparents  were  Benjamin  and 
Lowella  (Mallory)  Wheeler,  of  Winsted,  Conn. 
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Benjamin  Wheeler  was  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  later  in  life  migrated  from  Connecticut  and 
settled  in  2\I t.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county. 
His  son,  Nathan,  grandfather  ot  Mrs.  Ames,  came 
to  Wayne  county  when  a boy  and  here  married 
Emily  Tanner,  a native  of  New  York  State.  Anson  | 
was  the  eldest  of  their  five  children.  He  was  born  I 
March  4,  1829,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade.  He  was  married  October  21,  1852, 
to  Miss  Harriet  C.  Norton,  granddaughter  of  Levi 
and  Olive  (Wheeler)  Norton,  who  came  to  Wayne 
county  from  Winsted,  Conn.,  in  1812,  with  the 
Wheelers.  Levi  Norton  had  served  for  seven  years 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a member  of  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam.  In  1810,  with  the 
“Pay  certificates’’  for  his  military  services,  he  pur- 
chased nine  tracts  of  land  in  what  is  now  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county.  On  Christmas  Day,  1811, 
his  son  Alva  W.  arrived  at  the  newly  acquired  prop- 
erty, and  in  the  following  spring  a number  of  fam- 
ilies from  Connecticut  followed.  Alva  W.  Norton 
had  received  an  excellent  education  in  Connecticut, 
and  after  his  arrival  in  Wayne  county  became  a 
prominent  and  skillful  surveyor.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Freeman  November  21,  1816,  and  Harriet  C., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Anson  Wheeler,  was  the 
youngest  of  their  five  children.  Anson  Wheeler 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  97th  P.  V.  I.,  a regiment 
known  as  “Martin's  Guerrillas,”  and  served  cred- 
itably throughout  the  Civil  war.  He  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county.  Mrs. 
Ames,  his  only  daughter,  has  received  a good  edu- 
cation, and  maintained  an  unusually  active  intellect- 
ual interest  in  many  departments  of  human  thought 
and  achievement. 

Mr.  Ames  has  often  been  called  upon  to  fill 
civil  offices.  He  has  been  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  terms,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity  in  Canaan  township.  Frequently  he  has 
been  chosed  school  director,  also  poormaster  and  to 
other  official  positions.  For  the  past  forty  years 
he  has  been  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  held  most  of  the  offices 
in  the  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He 
has  practically  retired  from  active  life,  but  his  ripe 
wisdom  and  counsel  are  often  sought  by  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  even  by  strangers. 
The  security  and  harmony  of  his  present  days  are 
the  fitting  culmination  of  the  many  active  years 
he  has  contributed  with  success  to  the  material, 
moral  and  social  advancement  of  the  community  in 
which  his  life  has  been  spent. 

ELLSWORTH  FREDERICK  AMES,  of  For- 
est City,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a member  of  the 
well-known  banking  firm  of  H.  C.  Ames  & Co.,  or- 
ganized by  his  father  in  February,  1893.  The  in- 
stitution of  which  our  subject  is  cashier,  is  in  a 
most  prosperous  condition,  the  high  standing  of 
its  founders  in  business  circles  having  insured  its 
success  from  the  start,  which  was  made  in  a small 
frame  building  built  by  the  firm  for  the  purpose. 


In  1895  it  was  removed  to  the  present  building, 
a handsome  structure  of  white  stone  and  brick, 
costing  $8,000  and  fitted  up  with  all  modern  im- 
provements. The  inside  finish  is  of  hard  oak,  and 
the  vault,  upon  which  there  is  a time  lock,  is  of 
brick  and  stone  with  a concrete  floor,  8x10  feet  in 
size.  The  safe  was  manufactured  by  Herring  & 
Hall,  and  altogether  the  office  equipment  cost  Si. 500. 
In  addition  to  the  banking  business  the  firm  carries 
on  extensive  operations  in  other  lines,  notably  in 
farming  and  stock  raising,  H.  C.  Ames  being  the 
owner  of  three  farms  comprising  600  acres,  and  since 
June,  1899,  they  have  conducted  a store  at  \\  ay- 
mart. 

The  Ames  family  is  of  good  old  Massachusetts 
stock,  and  many  of  the  name  have  won  success  as 
merchants,  financiers  and  professional  workers. 
Ellsworth  F.  Ames  was  born  June  29,  1863,  in 
Canaan  township,  Wavne  county,  son  of  Henry  C. 
and  Julia  Ann  (Er.slin)  Ames,  and  his  boyhood 
was  mainly  spent  upon  his  father's  farm.  He  at- 
tended school  at  Waymart  for  a time,  and  at  fifteen 
years  of  age  entered  Wyoming  Seminary  at  Kings- 
ton, where  he  remained  one  year ; later  he  attended 
the  graded  schools  at  Hawley.  On  completing  his 
course  there  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Waymart  in  partnership  with  his  brother.  Earl  T. 
Ames  p but  after  two  years  the  latter  was  compelled 
to  go  West  on  account  of  his  health,  and  his  death 
occurred  only  two  months  after  his  return.  Our 
subject  continued  the  business  alone  until  the 
spring  of  1892,  when  he  retired,  taking  a year  for 
rest,  and  prospecting  for  a suitable  location  for  his 
present  enterprise.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  political  work,  being  one  of  the  leading 
Republicans  of  his  locality,  and  while  at  Waymait 
he  served  three  years  as  councilman  and  three  as 
auditor.  He  is  a Master  Mason,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  and 
his  accomplished  wife  are  leaders. 

On  January  16,  1889,  Mr.  Ames  was  married  at 
Waymart,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Battan,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Hylia  M.,  born  March  15,  1894.  Mrs. 
Ames  is  a native  of  South  Canaan,  Wayne  county, 
born  January  27,  1868,  and  her  parents,  Robert  and 
Mary  (Wagner)  Battan.  are  well  known  residents 
of  Waymart,  Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BATES,  a retired  mer- 
chant of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  belongs 
to  that  class  of  men  whom  the  world  terms  self- 
made,  for,  commencing  life  for  himself  empty- 
handed,  he  has  conquered  all  obstacles  in  the  path 
to  success,  and  has  not  only  secured  for  himself  a 
handsome  competence,  but  by  his  efforts  has  mate- 
rially advanced  the  interests  of  the  community  with 
which  he  is  associated.  He  has  been  a very  promi- 
nent figure  in  business  circles,  and  ranks  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county.’ 

Mr.  Bates  was  born  in  Dyberry  township, 
Wayne  county,  January  4.  1843,  a son  of  Robert 
and  Prudence  (Arthur)  Bates,  who  were  born, 
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reared  and  married  in  England,  and  on  their  emigra- 
tion to  America,  in  1842,  settled  one  mile  from 
Bethany,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  The  father  was 
bom  in  July,  1823,  and  is  still  living  with  his  son 
David  on  the  farm  in  Dyberry  township  which  has 
been  his  home  for  the  past  half  century.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
t ears,  and  was  buried  at  Bethany.  She  was  a con-- 
sistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  the  father  also  belongs.  William  PI.,  our 
subject,  is  the  eldest  of  their  children  ; Elizabeth  is 
tlie  wife  of  George  Trevethan,  of  Wayne  county; 
Thomas  is  deceased ; Joseph  is  a resident  of  Way- 
mart,  Wayne  county;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Snyder,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; John  is  a con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Rockford,  111. ; Laura  is  the 
wife  of  John  Beere,  a farmer  of  Wayne  county ; 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  John  Balban,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; 
David  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wayne  county ; 
and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Baibaji,  of  Wilkes 
Barre.  The  name  is  spelled  Bate  by  some  members 
of  the  family. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  William  H.  Bates  went  West.,,  and 
spent  two  and  a half  years  in  Illinois,  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin,  being  employed,  principally  in  the  lum- 
ber woods.  On  his  return  to  Pennsylvania  he  was 
tnamed,  January  6,  i86<va.t  the  home  of  the  bride, 
to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Lawrence,  who  was  born  in 
Bethany,  Wayne  county,  August  5,  1843.  Her-  par- 
ents were  John  and  Maria  E,  ( Stoat  1 Lawrence, 
the  former  a native  of  Sheldrake,  X.  Y.,  the  latter 
of  Sullivan  county,  that  State.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  remained  in  New  York  until  1831,  when 
they  removed  to  Bethanv,  Penn.  The  father,  who 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  died  in  January,  1874, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  the  mother  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Lethany  cemetery.  Their  children  were  Horatio  X., 
a retired  fanner,  living  with  our  subject;  Milton, 
a blacksmith,  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Dvberry 
township;  Dencv  C.,  who  died  young;  and  Harriet 
M..  wife  of  our  subject.  On  the  paternal  side  Mrs. 
Bates  is  of  English  extraction.  Her  great-great- 
grandfather eloped  with  Mary  Townlev,  a sister  of 
Lord  Townlev,  and  came  to  America.  Her  mater- 
nal grandparents  were  John  and  Gertrude  (Elton) 
Stoat,  the  former  born  in  Connecticut,  in  June,  1769, 
and  died  in  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y..  in  August,  1832; 
the  latter  was  bom  in  that  county  in  January,  1771, 
and  died  in  Bethany,  Penn.,  in  1843,  having  come 
to  this  State  in  1835.  Their  children  were  Charles, 
horn  in  1 791  ; Jonas,  in  1794;  Alexander  C„  in 
1797:  Henrv  E.,  May  7,  1S02:  Pliram,  in  July,  1806; 
and  Maria  E.,  June  26,  1809. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bates  followed  farm- 
ing in  Wayne  county  until  1S70,  when  he  went  to 
Bergen  county,  X.  j.,  and  for  five  years  operated 
three  farms  for  his  wife's  cousin,  Jenkin  S.  Sloat. 
1 he  following  four  years  were  spent  upon  the  old 
homestead,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  his 


j stock  and  moved  to  Forest  City,  which  then  con- 
tained but  eight  shanties.  He  opened  the  first  store 
in  the  place,  in  a dwelling-house.,  22  x 9 feet,  and 
the  first  year  only  so_ld  $3,600  worth  of  merchan- 
dise, hut-  his  business  steadily  increased,  and  soon 
amounted  to  that  each  month.  He  finally  sold  his 
store  to  D.  G,.  Allen,  in  1-889,  hut  after-  living  re- 
tired for-  three  years,  while  attending  to  his  real- 
estate-  interests,  fig  again  embarked  in  merchandising, 
and  conducted,  a.  store  for  five  years.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing practically  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  for- 
mer toil,  and.  his  well-spent  and  honorable  life  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
never  cared  for  political  honors ; in  fact  he  has  de- 
clined office,,  though,  he  has  served  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  two  terms,  and  is  at-  present  a member  of  the 
board  of  health. 

MTCHAEL  CORCORAN,  a general  merchant 
at  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  is  a man  whose  success- 
ful struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  shows 
what  can  bg  done  by  industry  and  economy,  espe- 
cially if  a sensible  wife  seconds  the  efforts  to  se- 
cure a home  and  competence.  Born  of  poor  par- 
ents,. he  was  obliged  to  make  his  way  in  life  with- 
out the  aids  which  a?g  usually  considered  essential 
to  success. 

Mr,  Corcoran  was  born,  in  County  Mayo,  Ire- 
land,, July  29,  1843,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Haley)  Corcoran,  who  in  1847  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, first  locating  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick ; but 
the  following  year  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Palmyra  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In  1832 
they  removed  to  Hawley,  where  the  father  was  em- 
ployed as  a stationary  engineer  for  some  years,  but 
his  last  days  were  spent  in  retirement  from  active 
labor.  In  1870,  while  coupling  some  cars  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  right  arm.  He  died  December  25,  1895, 
aged  seventy-seven  years,  a.nd  was  buried  at  Haw- 
ley. Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  religiously 
a Roman  Catholic,  to  which  Church  his  widow 
also  belongs.  She  is  now  living  in  Hawley,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  Michael  is  the  eldest  of 
their  six  children,  the  others  being  Mary,  who  died 
in  Ireland  during  childhood : John,  who  died  in  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick;  Thomas,  who  died  in  Haw- 
ley; Daniel,  who  is  living  with  our  subject:  and 
Peter,  who  died  at  Hawley.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  John  and  Mary  (McAn- 
drew)  Corcoran,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  fisherman,  and 
in  that  country  the  maternal  grandparents,  Thomas 
and  Mary  (McDonough)  Haley,  also  lived,  the  for- 
mer engaged  in  farming. 

Until  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  Michael  Cor- 
coran remained  with  his  parents,  but  at  the  carri- 
age of  twelve  years  he  began  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood, working  {of  four  years  at  picking  slate  on 
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the  dock  at  Hawley.  He  was  next  engaged  at  trim- 
ming boats  for  five  years,  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  and  then  worked  as  a general  laborer  for  a 
time.  For  the  long  period  cf  nineteen  years  he  was 
foreman  of  a crew  of  men  on  section  19,  of  the 
•Gravity  railroad,  and  from  1884  until  November  6, 
1896,  was  trackman  for  the  N.  Y.  L.  E.  & W.  rail- 
road. Since  then  he  has  successfully  engaged  in 
merchandising,  at  Hawley,  but  is  now  living  prac- 
tically retired,  while  his  children  conduct  the  store 
for  him. 

At  Hawley,  October  11,  1870,  by  Father  J.  P. 
O’Malley,  Mr.  Corcoran  was  married  to  Miss  Brid- 
get Boland,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  John,  Mary,  Thomas,  Bridget, 

Michael,  Peter  and  Daniel,  of  whom  Michael  is  de- 
ceased; the  others  are  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Corcoran 
is  also  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Bridget  (Hughes)  Boland, 
who  never  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  father  dying 
there  in  April,  1897.  aged  eighty  years,  the  mother 
in  1891,  aged  seventy-four.  Their  children  were 
Mar)-,  wife  of  Patrick  Welsh,  of  Hawley ; Bridget, 
wife  of  our  subject ; Winifred,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; Alice,  who  died,  unmarried,  in  Ireland ; 
Thomas,  a farmer  in  Ireland;  Winifred  (2),  wife 
of  John  McGinty,  car  inspector  at  Hawley ; Dora, 
who  married  Patrick  Manley,  principal  of  the  schools 
of  Pittston,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Hawley;  Maggie, 
widow  of  Thomas  Gilmartin,  of  Carbondale.  Penn. ; 
Martin,  a farmer  of  Ireland : Alice,  widow  of  Rich- 
ard Gilday;  and  Ellen,  wife  of  Michael  Leonard, 
of  Scranton,  Penn.  Mrs.  Corcoran's  paternal  grand- 
parents, Patrick  and  Winifred  ( Fleming)  Boland, 
were  farming  people  of  County  Sligo.  Ireland,  where 
they  always  made  their  home,  while  the  maternal 
grandparents,  Martin  and  Bridget  (Gilday)  Hughes, 
lived  on  a farm  in  County  Mayo.  Ireland,  until  1867, 
when  they  came  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  there  spending 
their  remaining  days  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Corcoran  has  always  taKen  quite  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  has  filled  the  office  of 
town  clerk  of  Palmyra  township  for  the  past  nine 
years,  and  has  also  served  as  auditor  and  school  di- 
rector to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  His 
political  support  is  ever  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  and  his 
family  hold  membership  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

GEORGE  H.  WILDENBERGER.  a well- 
known  insurance  agent  of  South  Canaan,  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  prominent  young  business  men  of 
Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in  New  York  Citv, 
January  25,  1861,  and  was  a child  of  four  years  when 
brought  to  Wayne  county. 

Our  subject's  father,  George  Wildenberger, 
now  a tailor  of  South  Canaan,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  March  10,  1834,  a son  of  George  and 
Anna  (Auple)  Wildenberger.  who  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  Bavaria.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a 


farmer  by  occupation,  served  for  six  years  as  a 
private  in  the  King's  Cavalry,  and  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  died 
in  December,  1846.  aged  fifty-one  years,  hi's  wife  in 
1861,  aged  seventy  years.  The  former  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Lutheran  Church,  while  the  latter  be- 
longed to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Of  their 
children,  John  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years;  George  is  the  father  of  our  subject;  Cath- 
erine when  last  heard  from  was  living  in  Switzer- 
land ; Arsulla  is  married,  and  lives  in  Bavaria ; and 
Henry  G.  died  at  Saarbrttck,  while  serving  in  the 
German  armv. 

In  his  native  land  the  father  of  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood,  and  came  to  America  December 
25,  1857,  locating  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  until  1865.  That  year 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  South  Canaan,  Penn.,  where 
he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
tailoring.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  joined  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  since  coming  to  this  country 
he  has  placed  his  membership  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  In  New  \ork  ( ity 
George  Wildenberger,  Sr.,  was  married.  April  18, 
i860,  to  Miss  Anna  Miller,  and  of  the  four  children 
born  to  them  our  subject  is  the  eldest : Mary,  born 
August  7,  1862.  is  the  wife  of  Loren  Osgood,  an 
attorney  and  farmer  of  Sterling  township,  \\  ayne 
county;  Frederick,  born  December  31,  1863.  is  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  is  now  in  Buffalo.  \\  yo- 
ming;  William  H.,  born  September  10,  1866,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  business  in  Forest  City,  Penn. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in  Hesse, 
Germanv.  August  29.  1833.  and  died  March  20.  1896. 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  South  Canaan  cemetery. 
Her  parents,  Henry  and  Margaret  (Kytle)  Miller, 
had  a family  of  six  children:  John,  a cabinetmaker 
and  farmer,  is  now  deceased:  Elizabeth  is  the  widow 
of  George  Kiel,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county;  Nicholas  engaged  in  business  for 
a time  in  South  Canaan,  but  his  whereabouts  are 
now  unknown ; Matilda,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
George  Buck,  of  Germany;  Anna  was  the  mother 
of  our  subject : Bertha  married  George  Goot,  and 
died  in  New  York  City. 

Air.  Wildenberger.  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  attended  the  public  schools  of  South  Canaan 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  clerking 
in  the  mercantile  store  of  F.  R.  Osgood,  remaining 
with  him  two  years.  The  following  year  he  spent 
in  Nebraska,  and  on  his  return  to  the  Keystone  State 
he  located  at  Bradford,  where  he  kept  books  during 
the  winter,  and  engaged  in  contract  painting  for  one 
year.  In  Gravity,  Wayne  county,  he  next  clerked 
for  C.  A.  Master  and  for  Meedling  & Kipp,  mer- 
chants of  that  place,  for  two  and  a half  years,  and 
for  the  following  nine  months  engaged  in  the  retail 
grocery  trade  at  Scranton.  Penn.,  in  partnership  with 
hrederick  Beers,  under  the  firm  style  of  Wilden- 
berger & Beers.  Owing  to  ill  health  he  was  forced 
to  give  up  the  business,  and  returned  to  South  Ca- 
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uaan.  After  resting  a year  he  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  and  is  now  agent  for  the  following  life 
insurance  companies:  The  Mutual  Life  of  New 

\ ork,  the  Equitable,  the  Northwestern,  and  the  M. 
K.  L.  A. ; and  also  for  several  fire  insurance  compa- 
nies, including  the  Agriculturist,  of  Watertown,  N. 
V. ; the  German- American,  of  New  York;  and  the 
Oriental,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Fraternally  he  affili- 
ates with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Waymart,  Wayne  coun- 
tv, and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  most  acceptably  served  in  sev- 
eral local  offices,  and,  whether  in  public  or  private 
life,  is  always  a courteous,  genial  gentleman,  well 
deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

At  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Wilden- 
berger  was  married,  January  9,  1888,  to  Aliss  Tillie 
La  Bar,  Rev.  William  R.  Cochran,  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal minister,  officiating.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  W.,  born  October  20,  1888.  Mrs.  Wilden- 
berger  was  born  at  West  Pittston,  Penn.,  July  16, 
i860,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Matilda  (Thomp- 
son ) La  Bar,  who  were  also  born  at  West  Pittston, 
and  were  married  October  15,  1837.  In  1889  they 
removed  to  Harford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  died  April  15,  1895,  aged  seventy-nine 
years  and  six  months.  In  his  younger  days  he 
worked  at  the  millwright's  trade,  and  later  followed 
farming.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
his  community,  held  several  local  offices,  and  was 
in  the  engineering  corps  during  the  Civil  war.  He 
held  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  widow,  who  was  born  April  28,  1819, 
now  resides  with  her  son  Henry,  in  Harford.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  Sylvanus,  born  March  15,  1839,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ; Henry,  born  November 
13,  1840,  served  all  through  the  Civil  war,  and  is 
now  a retired  farmer  of  New  Milford,  Penn. ; James 
1)..  born  August  3,  1842,  lost  one  eye  while  in  the 
Inion  service  during  the  Rebellion,  and  is  now  a 
carpenter  of  Norwich,  N.  Y. ; Alary  ).,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1844,  married  George  H.  Brown,  a farmer  of 
Hart  Lake,  Penn., 'and  died  February  14,  1883; 
-Maria  T.,  born  September  16,  1846,  married  Benja- 
min Tripp,  postmaster  of  Waldo,  Kans.,  and  died 
June  10,  1879;  Jacob,  born  February  10,  1849,  died 
August  30,  1850:  Almond,  born  September  16,  1852, 
'lied  April  12.  1854;  William,  born  May  4,  18=14, 
died  May  18,  1854;  Frank  T.,  born  October  30, 
[856,  married  Catherine  Wagner,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Harford,  Penn. : Tillie,  wife  of  "our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Charles  J.,  Tr., 
born  October  4,  1862,  died  December  3,  1875. 

Airs.  Wildenberger's  maternal  great-grandpar- 
ents, James  and  Alargaret  (Livingston)  Thompson, 
were  horn  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  rtf’  Scotch  ances- 
try. In  1756  the  former  started  for  America  with  his 
parents,  who  died  at  sea,  with  small-pox,  and  were 
buried  in  the  deep.  They  left  two  children,  James 
and  Alargaret,  the  former  four  years  old,  who  were 
reared  by  a Quaker  family  in  Philadelphia;  on 


reaching  womanhood  Alargaret  married  James  Geo- 
ble,  and  moved  West.  Isaac  Thompson,  Airs.  Wil- 
denberger’s  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  November  18,  1796,  and  is  still 
living,  a resident  of  Alto  township,  Lee  Co.,  111. 
Since  a bov  he  has  never  tasted  intoxicating  drinks 
of  any  kind,  and  his  mental  and  physical  faculties 
are  still  well  preserved.  For  seventy-eight  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  he  was  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  in  Pittston,  Penn. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  United  States- 
army  for  the  war  of  1812,  and  also  served  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Alexican  war.  His  first  Presidential 
ballot  was  cast  for  John  Quincy  Adams,  his  last  for 
William  AIcKinlev.  In  1864  he  went  West  and 
has  since  made  his  home  in  Illinois.  On  June  18, 
1818,  he  wedded  Aliss  Alaria  Wilcox,  who  after  a 
long  and  haopv  married  life,  of  sixty-seven  years, 
died  April  25,  1885,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
J o them  were  born  fifteen  children,  of  whom  the 
following  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Alatilda  La  Bar, 

the  mother  of  Airs.  Wildenberger ; C.  W.  Thomp- 
son and  Airs.  L.  T.  Bean,  both  residents  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.;  and  Airs.  H.  C.  Dewey,  of  Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. 

Airs.  \\  ildenberger’s  paternal  great-grandfather 
came  with  two  brothers  to  this  country  from  France 
at  an  early  day.  Her  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Alarg- 
aret (Fox)  La  Bar,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey,  respectively,  and  both  died  in  Pittston, 
Penn.,  the  former  at  the  age  of  seventy-^even  years, 
the  latter  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  He  was  a wheel- 
wright by  trade.  Their  children  were  Charles,  the 
father  of  Airs.  Wildenberger ; Ruth,  the  widow  of 
Rufus  Nesbett.  and  a resident  of  Nebraska;  Rev. 
John,  a Alethodist  Episcopal  minister  of  Forty  Fort, 
Penn.;  William  and  Hiram,  both  deceased;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Asa  Nafus,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  and  Alary,  who  wedded  H.  Nafus  (broth- 
er of  the  above),  both  now  deceased. 

CAPT.  JOHN  C.  HARRINGTON.  Few  men 
are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  the 
enterprising  city  of  Alontrose,  Susquehanna  county, 
than  Capt.  Harrington.  He  is  an  important  factor 
in  both  military  and  business  circles,  and  his  pop- 
ularity is  well  deserved,  as  in  him  are  embodied  the 
characteristics  of  unbending  integrity,  unabated  en- 
ergy and  industry  that  never  dags.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  W.  H.  & J.  C.  Harrington,  who 
are  interested  in  several  enterprises. 

The  Captain  was  born  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  February  9,  1859,  a son 
of  AI.  J.  Harrington,  whose  sketch  is  given  else- 
where. Our  subject  spent  the  first  fourteen  years 
of  his  life  upon  the  home  farm,  and  then  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Alontrose, 
where  he  attended  school  until  nineteen  vears  of 
age.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he  worked  for  his  fa- 
ther until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  and  his 
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brother  William  H.  formed  a partnership  and  em- 
barked in  business  on  their  own  account.  They 
owned  and  operated  a saw  and  feed  mill  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  and  in  1888  purchased  a foundry  in 
Montrose,  for  the  manufacture  of  wood-working 
machinery  (which  was  started  by  Samuel  H.  Sayre 
and  operated  by  him  for  a short  time),  removing 
the  machinery  from  the  old  to  the  new  location. 
They  also  manufacture  farm  machinery  of  various 
kinds,  and  what  they  do  not  manufacture  they  han- 
dle as  agents.  They  have  a feed  store  in  Montrose 
which  is  carried  on  by  their  father,  and  are  wide- 
awake, enterprising  business  men,  who  by  fair  and 
honorable  dealing  have  built  up  a good  trade. 

On  December  8,  1897,  at  Montrose,  Capt.  Har- 
rington was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nina 
Watrous,  who  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township 
May  10,  1872,  and  they  have  one  son,  Bruce  W. 
Charles  F.  Watrous,  Mrs.  Harrington’s  father,  and 
a well-known  liveryman  of  Montrose,  was  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  December  17,  1836,  and  is  a | 
son  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Wilson)  Watrous. 
His  father,  who  was  a native  of  Connecticut  and 
a son  of  Benjamin  Watrous,  of  that  State,  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1816,  and  located  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  captain  of  the  Montrose  Artillery  Company 
from  1821  to  1828,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  76th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Militia. 
He  died  May  6,  1875,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and 
his  wife,  Lucinda,  died  August  9.  1853,  aged  forty- 
six.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Dolly  Benjamin. 

In  early  life  Charles  F.  Watrous  followed 
farming  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  the  spring  of 
1891  removing  to  Montrose,  where  he  has  since  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  in  Montrose  to  offer  his  services  to  his  countrv 
during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  1861,  for  three 
months,  in  Company  K,  25th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Dart,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  term  he 
re-enlisted  in  Company  B,  28th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Jessup,  who  was  afterward  commissioned  major. 
Mr.  Watrous  served  for  six  weeks  at  the  emergency 
call,  and  was  then  discharged  and  returned  home. 
He  is  now  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
In  1861,  in  Bridgewater  township,  he  married  Miss 
Margaret  McDougall,  a native  of  Lawrenceville. 
Tioga.  Co.,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Polly  (Willson)  McDougall.  the  former  a native 
of  Scotland,  the  latter  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. 
Samuel  McDougall  served  as  a captain  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  died  in  1858.  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years,  while  his  wife  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine.  The  children  of  Charles  F.  Watrous 
now  living  are  Charles  F.,  Jr.,  who  married  Jessie 
Downing,  and  is  an  insurance  agent  of  Scranton ; 
Nina,  wife  of  our  subject;  Richard  A.,  first  lieuten- 
ant of  Company  G,  13th  P.  X.  G.,  of  Montrose;  and 
Stewart,  at  home ; the  deceased  are  Wilson,  who  died 


at  the  age  of  three  years ; William  C.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  months;  Joseph,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years ; and  McDougall,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years. 

Religiously  Capt.  Harrington  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  While  living  in  the 
country  he  filled  the  office  of  township  treasurer 
two  years,  and  township  clerk  three  years;  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1900,  he  was  elected,  without  opposition, 
councilman  from  the  First  ward,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  having  been  the  regular  nominee  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  received  the  endorsement 
of  the  Democrats.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three  years 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania National  Guards,  was  appointed  corporal 
May  5,  1892  ; served  as  company  clerk  for  two  years  ; 
was  made  duty  sergeant  November  50,  1894;  first 
sergeant  July  9,  1895  ; first  lieutenant,  May  31,  1897. 
During  our  recent  war  with  Spain  he  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  at  Alt.  Gretna,  as  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  with  his  command 
went  to  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  and  later  to  Camp  Mead, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and 
sent  to  the  hospital  in  Harrisburg,  from  which  he 
was  discharged  November  16,  1898.  Two  days 
later  he  returned  home,  where  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed  with  congestion  of  the  lungs  for  three  weeks. 
In  the  meantime  his  regiment  had  moved  from 
Camp  Mead  to  Camp  MacKenzie,  Augusta,  Ga., 
where,  on  his  recovery,  he  rejoined  his  com- 
pany, remaining  there  until  mustered  out,  March 
11,  1899.  At  Camp  MacKenzie  he  had  command 
of  the  company  for  a time  while  the  captain  was 
home.  The  company  was  reorganized  as  National 
Guards  June  2,  1899,  with  the  old  officers,  but  on 
August  4 our  subject  was  commissioned  captain, 
and  is  now  serving  with  that  rank. 

ABSALOM  KELLEY,  a highly-respected  cit- 
izen of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
passed  a long  and  useful  life  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  is  now  living  in  retirement.  Although 
now  in  his  seventy-sixth  year  he  enjoys  excellent 
health,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  attack 
of  rheumatism,  and  his  erect  figure  betrays  no  need 
of  the  cane  which  he  usually  carries.  His  eyesight 
is  remarkably  good  also,  as  he  reads  without  glasses. 

Our  subject's  family  is  of  New  England  stock, 
and  his.  father,  James  Kelley,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  coming  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  and  settling  upon  a farm  in  Gibson 
township,  where  he  died  September  7,  1854.  He 
was  an  industrious  man.  often  working  at  masonry 
besides  carrying  on  his  farm,  and  was  much  es- 
teemed as  a citizen.  On  September  12,  1818.  he 
was  married  to  Easter  Denny,  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y..  and  a devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  who  died  February  1,  1864.  By  this  union 
there  were  thirteen  children ; Mary,  born  August 
2,  1819,  is  the  widow  of  William  Taylor,  and  re- 
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sides  in  Ohio;  Almira,  born  January  30,  1821,  mar- 
ried Ralsoman  Bertholmue,  and  died  in  1886;  Ab- 
salom, our  subject,  is  mentioned  below;  Orlando 
and.  Thomas  (born  May  16,  1827)  are  deceased; 
Meranda  A„  born  May  18,  1829,  married  Henry 
Coil,  formerly  a soldier,  but  now  a farmer  in  Gibson 
township;  Esick,  born  March  7,  1832,  and  Horace 
J.,  born  December  19,  1835,  are  both  deceased;  Miss 
Rebecca  A.,  born  August  21,  1837.  resides  in  Au- 
burn township.  Schuylkill  county  ; Alta  S.,  born  May 
15,  1839,  married  Charles  B.  Howell,  a farmer  in 
Gibson  township ; Annis  P.,  deceased,  was  born 
Julv  26,  1843,  and  married  Peter  Shively;  Charlotte, 
born  June  19,  1846,  married  Harris  Howard,  and  re- 
sides on  a farm  in  Auburn  township,  Schuylkill 
county ; Florence,  deceased,  married  Ralph  Ber- 
tholmue. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  9,  1823,  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  began 
working  by  the  day  among  the  neighboring  farmers, 
his  earnings  being  given  to  his  parents.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  eleven  years,  being  employed 
as  a farm  hand,  as  a lumberman  on  rafts,  and  in 
various  other  capacities.  He  then  returned  to  Gib- 
son township,  and  after  four  years  purchased  his 
present  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  and  valued  at 
$2,700,  but  it  took  twelve  years  to  pay  for  it, 
the  interest  bringing  the  .cost  to  $3,700.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a Republican,  but  he  does  not  aspire 
to  office.  On  January  9,  1859.  he  married, 

in  Gibson  township,  Nancy  Denny,  who  died 
February  5,  1899,  aged  sixty  years.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Easter  (Streenback)  Denny, 
natives  of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.,  who  early  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Gibson  township.  The  remains  of 
Mr.  Denny  now  repose  in  the  Manzer  cemetery,  and 
those  of  his  wife  in  JacksOn  cemetery.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  and  Nancy  (Denny)  Kelley, 
Florence  married  George  Matson  ; Ida.  a resident  of 
Olyphant,  Penn.,  married  Sheldon  Dolph,  a carpen- 
ter ; Clarence  and  Sheridan  are  both  unmarried,  and 
live  at  home ; and  Leafy,  a resident  of  Archbald, 
Penn.,  married  Thomas  Reed,  a miner. 

DAVID  E.  WILCOX,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  a leading  agriculturist  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  June 
4,  1844.  in  that  township,  of  which  his  father,  Am- 
brose Wilcox,  was  also  a native.  The  grandfather, 
Esaias  Wilcox,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  coun- 
ty. was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  deacon  for  many  years.  FIc  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Ambrose 
Wilcox  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  he 
was  numbered  among  the  honored  and  highly-re- 
spected citizens  of  his  native  county.  He,  too.  was 
a Presbyterian  in  religious  belief,  and  a stalwart 
Republican  in  politics.  In  early  manhood  he  mar- 


ried Lucy  Stout,  who  was  born  in  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
children  as  follows:  David  E.,  of  this  sketch;  Levi 
H. ; George  W. ; Orren,  who  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany G,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville ; Orren  A.  (2),  a resident  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn. ; Eunice,  wife  of  Osmer  Fow- 
ler, of  Jermyn,  Penn. ; Huldah  L.,  wife  of  J.  Walker, 
of  Waymart,  Penn. ; and  Jane,  wife  of  X.  C.  Phil- 
lips, of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six, 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

David  E.  Wilcox  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Wayne  county,  and  early  became  familiar  with  every 
department  of  farm  work.  In  September,  1863,  he 
donned  the  blue  and  went  to  the  front  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  F,  76th  P.  V.  I.,  2nd  Brigade,  2nd 
Division,  10th  Army  Corps.  He  remained  in  the 
service  until  hostilities  ceased,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Deep  Bottom,  Market  Road  and  others  of 
less  importance,  and  he  was  finally  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  Part  of  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Fort  Fisher, 
the  remainder,  which  had  been  left  to  guard  the  lines 
at  Chapin’s  Farm,  in  front  of  Lee’s  army,  at  Rich- 
mond, Ya„  being  ordered  to  follow  soon  after  the 
fall  of  that  place.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  unusually  severe.  The  troops  were  taken  from 
Virginia  to  North  Carolina,  on  their  way  to  join 
Sherman,  in  an  old  cattle  transport,  and  on  the  trip 
encountered  a terrible  storm,  which  lasted  so  long 
that  it  was  a week  before  landing  could  be  effected. 
The  danger  was  especially  great  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cape  Hatteras.  Thev  remained  along  the  coast 
until  they  joined  Sherman  and  forced  Johnston  to 
surrender.  Out  of  sixteen  who  went  from  Wayne 
county  the  same  time  as  our  subject,  seven  never 
returned,  and  he  barely  escaped  with  his  life,  con- 
tracting disabilities  through  exposures  and  hard- 
ships which  caused  him  no  little  suffering.  He  was 
assigned  to  fill  up  an  old  regiment  that  went  to  the 
front,  which,  according  to  the  roster,  lost  during 
its  entire  service — in  killed,  wounded,  died  and  dis- 
charged for  disability — 1.035  men. 

After  the  war  Air.  Wilcox  made  his  home  in 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  until  1878,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  fine  farm  of  no  acres  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies with  most  gratifying  results.  Upon  the  place  is 
a good  residence,  barn  and  orchard,  and  its  neat 
and  thrifty  appearance  testifies  to  the  enterprise  and 
industrious  habits  of  the  owner. 

In  1867  Mr.  Wilcox  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Aliss  Julia  Woodmansee.  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  V ayne  county,  a daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Jane  (Stanton)  Woodmansee.  both  of  whom  died 
in  Preston  township.  In  the  Woodmansee  family 
were  six  children : Emory,  Myron.  Matilda,  Delia, 

Julia  (Mrs.  D.  F..  Wilcox'),  and  Jane  (Mrs.  Wil- 
cox). To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Mertie  E.,  Willie  H.,  David 


' 


123  2 


•i 

COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


L.,  Ernest  Lyman,  Benjamin  F.,  Nelson  Harvey, 
Bessie  Olive,  and  Rosetta  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years). 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Wilcox  an 
ardent  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  socially  he  is 
identified  with  Warren  Rix  Post  No.  39 7,  G.  A.  R., 
and  the  Grange.  His  pleasant,  genial  nature  wins 
him  many  friends,  and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  who  know  lum. 

HON.  WARREN  W.  MUM  FORD.  There 
are  in  every  community  men  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter and  exceptional  ability,  who,  by  reason  of 
their  capacity  for  leadership,  become  recognized 
as  foremost  citizens,  and  bear  a most  important 
part  in  the  development  and  progress  01  the  locality 
with  which  they  are  connected.  Such  a man  is  Mr. 
Mumford,  who  has  for  several  years  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  and  political  in- 
terests of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Mumford  was  born  December  3,  1840,  at 
the  old  Judge  Mumford  homestead  in  Starrucca, 
and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  the  northern  part  of  Wayne 
county.  The  Mumford  family  is  said  to  be  of  Welsh 
origin,  and  the  first  of  its  members  to  cross  the  At- 
lantic to  the  New  World  located  in  Rhode  Island 
about  1706.  One  branch  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  in  1793,  and  made  a settlement  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  Jirah  Mumford  (the  grandfather  of 
our  subject)  located  permanently  at  Starrucca,  and 
in  that  vicinity  purchased  several  thousand  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Baker,  of  Orange  county,  New  York. 

James  Mumford  (our  subject's  father)  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
married  a relative.  Miss  Mary  A.  Mumford,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children:  Oliver,  who 

was  killed  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ; Olive,  wife 
of  V.  M.  Keen ; Mary  Adelaide ; Matilda,  wife  of 
Col.  George  B.  Osborn,  now  a resident  of  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  county  j Warren  W. ; Hattie,  wife  of 
Daniel  Cargill;  Clarence  G.,  who  married  Miss 
Susie  Avery,  and  now  lives  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ; Clin- 
ton D. ; and  Thomas  J. 

In  the  public  schools  near  his  childhood  home 
Warren  W.  Mumford  began  his  education,  and  later 
he  attended  the  school  at  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
then  conducted  by  County  Superintendent  Terrell 
and  Prof.  Briggs.  After  teaching  for  a time  he 
entered  Montrose  Academy,  and  in  1862  attended 
the  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Penn.,  completing 
his  training  with  a course  in  the  business  college 
at  Binghamton.  N.  Y.  In  1863  he  joined  a company 
raised  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  State  against  in- 
vasion from  the  South,  remaining  a member  of  the 
same  until  it  was  disbanded,  after  the  threatened 
danger  was  passed. 

In  1865  Mr.  Mumford  became  a partner  of 
Major  E.  P.  Strong,  in  a mercantile  establishment 
at  Starrucca,  and  for  some  years  they  carried  on 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Mumford  & Co. 


Major  Strong  then  sold  his  interest  to  Col.  George 
B.  Osborn,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Mumford 
& Osborn.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Mr.  Mum- 
ford  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1873  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  the  estate.  The  following  year  he  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  as  their  candidate  for  the 
State  Legislature,  and,  notwithstanding  the  county 
was  then  Democratic,  he  was  triumphantly  elected, 
receiving  all  but  three  of  the  votes  cast  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Starrucca.  At  the  close  of  his  term  in  the 
Legislature  he  resumed  merchandising,  having  erect- 
ed a new  business  block  for  that  purpose.  In  1876 
he  also  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
wood  alcohol,  or  naptha,  and  other  chemicals,  with 
his  brother  C.  D.  Mumford,  and  constructed  the 
first  works  of  the  kind  in  Wayne  county,  doing  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  the  Starrucca  Chemical 
Co.  He  is  still  interested  in  that  industry,  and  also 
conducts  his  store  in  Starrucca. 

In  1868  Mr.  Mumford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Laura  A.,  daughter  of  Theodore  Swift, 
of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a representative 
of  a well-known  and  prominent  family  founded  in 
Connecticut  at  an  early  day.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mumford  are  Lorena,  now  the  wife 
of  Reuben  Taylor,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. ; Hattie  E. ; Jennie  E.,  wife  of 
A.  C.  Crosby,  of  Starrucca ; Minnie,  a successful 
teacher  of  Sayre,  Penn. ; Henry  W.,  who  is  now  at- 
tending college  in  Rhode  Island,  preparatory  to  en- 
tering the  legal  profession ; and  Iva  Louise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mumford  are  leading  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  socially  he  is  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Starrucca  Lodge.  K.  of  H., 
also  belonging  to  Susquehanna  Lodge.  F.  & A.  M.. 
and  to  Great  Bend  Commandery.  K.  T.  Being  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  a number 
of  official  positions.  Since' 1874  he  has  continuously 
and  most  capably  filled  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  adoption  of 
the  grade-school  system  now  in  vogue,  which  has 
resulted  so  beneficially  to  the  borough.  He  also 
secured  the  erection  of  the  excellent  school  build- 
ing now  in  use.  Mr.  Mumford  is  emphatically 
a man  of  enterprise,  positive  character,  indomitable 
energy,  strict  integrity  and  liberal  views,  and  is 
thoroughly  identified  in  feeling  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  his  native  county. 

HOLLIS  S.  PARKS.  Susquehanna  county 
has  many  enterprising  anil  successful  agriculturists 
who  have  accumulated  what  they  have  of  this 
world's  goods  through  individual  effort.  Among 
this  class  is  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  is  to-day 
a leading  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Fairdale. 

Mr.  Parks  is  a native  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  born  in  Orwell.  June  15,  1835.  a son  of 
Harry  L.  and  Electa  (Allis)  Parks,  who  always 
made  their  home  in  Bradford  county,  where  the  fa- 
ther followed  farming  as  his  life  work.  He  was 
first  a Democrat  and  later  a Republican  in  senti- 
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ineiit,  but  was  no  politician,  though  he  was  called 
up, ,ii  to  serve  in  several  township  offices  of  honor 
ami  trust.  He  was  born  July  23,  1800,  and  died  in 
March,  1888,  while  his  wife,  born  in  August,  1805, 
died  in  November,  1887,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Rome  cemetery,  Bradford  county.  Both 
were  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : Sarah  E.,  now  the  widow  of  E.  N. 
Erost,  and  a resident  of  Athens,  Penn. ; E.  Minerva, 
widow  of  Washington  Towner,  of  Sheshequin, 
Bradford  county;  Joseph  W.,  who  is  living  on  the 
old  homestead  at  Orwell;  Chloe  O.,  widow  of  J.  T. 
DuBois,  and  a resident  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Hollis  S., 
our  subject;  Martha  M.,  wife  of  Stephen  O.  Allen, 
of  Rome,  Penn. ; Mary,  wife  of  Alexander  O.  Keefe, 
of  Athens,  Penn.;  Eliza,  who  (first)  married  Rev. 
William  Shelp,  and  (second)  Joseph  Massett; 
Charles  W.,  a resident  of  Smithboro,  N.  Y. ; and 
L.attra,  wife  of  John  Lyon,  of  Athens.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Sarah  Parks, 
farming  people,  were  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
died  at  Rome,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  John  Parks 
was  one  of  Washington’s  bodyguards  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  During  ttie  Wyoming  massacre  his 
wife,  who  was  then  a child  of  twelve  years,  was 
captured  and  taken  to  Canada,  but  was  afterward 
exchanged ; her  mother  was  captured  at  the  same 
time.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents  were 
Elcazer  and  Esther  (Rutty)  Allis,  also  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren. They,  too,  were  farming  people,  and  died 
in  Orwell,  Bradford  county. 

Hollis  S.  Parks  made  his  home  with  his  par-, 
cuts  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
< )nvell,  May  2 7,  1859,  Miss  Lucy  D.  Pickering  be- 
coming his  bride.  Five  children  blessed  this  union ; 
Mary  E.,  deceased  wife  of  Scott  Drake;  Nellie  E., 
wife  of  O.  C.  Downer,  of  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Ned  L.,  who  married  Jane  Warner 
ami  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Jessup  township; 
Mable  C.,  wife  of  Jesse  E.  Whitting,  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J. ; and  Ordencie  N.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Parks  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  August  10,  1840,  a daughter 
"f  Thomas  and  Julia  (Westbrook)  Pickering,  the 
former  a native  of  England,  the  latter  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.  Thev  were  married  in  Susquehanna 
county,  where  the  mother  diet!  in  1847,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mont- 
rose cemetery.  Later  the  father  moved  to  Orwell, 
Bradford  county,  where  he  passed  away  in  1883, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  his  remains  being 
interred  at  that  place.  Only  two  children  were  born 
"t  their  union  : Willard,  a resident  of  Muncy,  Penn. ; 
and  Lucy  D.,  wife  of  our  subject.*  The  father  was 
a mason  by  trade,  and  on  coming  to  America,  in 
■818.  he  located  in  Susquehanna  county.  Ele  had 
previously  married  a Miss  Morgan,  of  England, 
who  died  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  bv  whom  he  had  the  following  children: 
78 


John  M.,  Jacob  and  George,  all  deceased ; Eliza- 
beth, deceased  wife  of  Bunson  Roberts ; Ralph  and 
Mary,  deceased ; and  William  and  Thomas,  both 
farmers  of  Orwell.  Mrs.  Parks’  paternal  grand- 
parents died  in  England.  Her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, George  and  Ellen  (Courtright)  Westbrook, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Parks  was 
provided  with  good  educational  advantages  for  his 
day,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  teach- 
ing school.  He  taught  one  term  in  Rome,  Brad- 
ford county ; two  terms  in  the  old  academy  at  Wilkes 
Barre;  and  three  terms  in  Allis  Hollow,  Bradford 
county.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
in  Orwell,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  for 
five  years,  in  1866  removing  to  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm,  on  which  he  made  his  home  for  twelve  years. 
1 he  following  five  years  were  devoted  to  the  hotel 
business  in  Tairdale,  after  which  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm,  in  Jessup  township,  and  he  has  since 
engaged  in  genera]  agriculture  and  dairying,  with 
a fair  degree  of  success.  He  keeps  on  hand  from 
ten  to  thirty-six  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  and  this 
branch  of  his  business  has  proved  quite  profitable. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  po- 
litically is  what  may  be  termed  a Free-silver  Re- 
publican, being  an  advocate  of  the  free  coinage  of 
silver,  at  a rate  of  sixteen  to  one. 

WILLIAM  E.  ALLEN,  who  occupies  a valu- 
able and  well-improved  farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  numbered  among  its 
wealthy  and  substantial  citizens.  His  residence" and 
its  surroundings  are  highly  creditable  to  the  pro- 
prietor, and  indicate  him  to  be  a man  of  industry, 
energy  and  enterprise,  one  who  has  availed  himself 
of  the  most  approved  methods  of  carrying  on  agri- 
culture. In  connection  with  farming  he  has  also 
given  some  attention  to  lumbering. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  upon  his  present  farm 
February  3,  1821,  a son  of  Walter  and  Betsy  (Camp- 
bell) Allen.  The  father  was  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  in  1795,  and  when  a boy  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  with  his  father,  Jason  Allen,  who  located  in 
Bridgewater  township,  where  he  purchased  a tract 
cf  wild  land  and  cleared  and  improved  a farm,  erect- 
ing thereon  a log  house  and  barn.  He  continued  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  this  place  until  called 
to  the  world  beyond.  In  his  familv  were  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  James;  Walter,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject: Rachel,  wife  of  Andrew  Barker,  who  lived 
near  New  Milford;  Erastus ; Charles;  and  Sarah, 

I wife  of  A.  Crokfoot.  On  reaching  man’s  estate 
[ Walter  Allen  married  Betsy  Campbell,  and  they  be- 
J gan  their  domestic  life  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
! stead,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 

1 the  former  dying  May  9.  1883,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year,  the  latter  January  31,  1879,  at  t'ie  a?e  of 
1 eighty.  William  E.  is  the  eldest  of  their  children. 


-■ 

. 

■ ' 


' 


1234 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  others  being  Gideon,  Sallie,  John,  Alelgaret, 
Catherine,  Walter,  Leonora,  A.  H.  and  Albert 
(twins),  and  Stephen,  who  died  some  years  ago. 

William  E.  Allen  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  obtaining  an  excellent  knowledge  of  farm 
work,  and  receiving  a common-school  education. 
In  1869  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Airs.  .Mary 
A.  Kellogg,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  in  1830.  Her  parents,  Benjamin  B. 
and  Betsy  A.  (Allen)  Fox,  were  also  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  father  born  January  24,  1798,  the 
mother  April  15,  1802.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  In  1836  the  family  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Tenn.,  locating  at  Forest  Lake,  where  the 
father  followed  farming  until  his  death,  April  15, 
1867.  He  left  a widow  who  survived  until  Janu- 
ary 19,  1893,  dving  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Allen — and  four  children:  Benjamin  M.,  J. 
R.,  Harriet  Emeline  (Mrs.  Robinson),  and  Mary 
A.  (Airs.  Allen).  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Alary  A.  .Vilen  was  first  married 
to  Franklin  I.  Kellogg,  by  whom  she  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Eva  E.,  born  September  22,  1858,  who  was  mar- 
ried November  11,  1879,  t0  E.  P-  Browning,  of 
Spring  Hill,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  high  school  at  Alontrose.  and  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  the  common  dis- 
trict schools.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one 
daughter,  Hattie  L.,  who  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, in  September,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and.  in  1895,  married  Daniel  A.  Du 
Bois,  of  New  York.  They  have  one  child,  Beatrice 
E.,  and  live  on  the  home  farm  with  her  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Air.  Allen  bought  the  old 
homestead,  on  which  he  has  since  made  many  im- 
provements which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  at- 
tractive appearance.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  most  creditably  and  acceptably 
served  in  all  the  local  offices  of  the  township.  In 
maner  he  is  pleasant  and  genial,  and  all  who  know 
him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine  worth.  Re- 
ligiously Airs.  Allen  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

ALVIN  WESTGATE,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  April  23,  1840,  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  about  eighty  rods  from  his 
present  home. 

Our  subject's  father.  John  Westgate,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  June  3.  1794.  and  when  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  came  along  to  Pennsylvania. 
For  three  years  he  worked  for  Samuel  Aleredith, 
in  Alt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  and  while  there 
became  acquainted  with  Aliss  Eliza  Carpenter,  who 
later  became  his  wife.  After  their  marriage  tin- 
removed  to  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  while  he  cleared  and  improved  his  farm  his 
wife  taught  school,  thus  earning  money  to  purchase 
fifty  acres  of  land,  to  which  they  added  another 
fifty-acre  tract  a few  years  later.  Upon  that  farm 


they  spent  the  remainder  of  thzir  lives.  The  father 
always  followed  farming,  and  he  held  several  minor 
offices  in  his  township.  He  died  June  2,  1872,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  October  14,  1797,  died  December 
29,  1880,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Burdick 
cemetery,  Clifford  township.  Airs.  Westgate  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children : Wallace,  born 
June  3.  1820,  married  Esther  Curtis,  and  died  in 
November,  1S78;  Sylvanus,  born  November  25, 
1822,  married  Hulda  Crandall,  and  died  February 
16.  1875;  Elias,  born  December  18,  1825,  married 
(first)  Frances  Crandall,  and  (second)  Sarali  Rider, 
and  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Uniondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  August  7,  1899;  Robert,  born 
June  23,  1831,  married  (first)  Tirzah  Ellis,  and 
(second)  Verneda  Dimock,  and  died  April  23.  1SS9; 
Tryphsa,  born  December  10,  1S34,  married  San-, 
ford  Burns  and  died  in  July,  1891  ; Lydia,  born 
February  18,  1838,  became  the  wife  of  Irban  Bar- 
riger,  of  Uniondale,  and  died  December  29,  1893; 
and  Alvin,  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  Alvin  Westgate  grew 
to  manhood,  and  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  he  was  mar- 
ried, September  7,  1862.  to  Aliss  Clara  Arnold.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children : Joseph,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township,  who  married  Dela  Walter, 
and  has  one  child : Charles,  who  married  Alabel 
Lozier,  and  lives  with  our  subject;  and  Eliza  Jane, 
now  the  wife  of  Everett  Hadsell,  a farmer  of  Clif- 
ford township. 

Airs.  Westgate  was  born  in  Elkdale.  Clifford 
township,  August  8,  1843,  a daughter  of  Abel  and 
Cordelia  E.  (Baker)  Arnold.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  in  1819,  and  was  brought  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  when  two  years  old  by  his  parents, 
Joseph  and  Ann  (Reynolds)  Arnold,  who  spent  their 
last  days  here.  He  followed  farming  throughout 
his  active  business  life,  and  died  in  August,  1883.  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  where  his  remains  were  in- 
terred. His  wife,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  died  April  2,  1885,  at  the  home  of 
our  subject,  and  was  buried  in  Elkdale.  She  was 
a native  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Rev.  Elnathan  and  Polly  (Finn) 
Baker,  who  were  born  in  Rhode  Island.  Her  father, 
who  was  a Free-Will  Baptist  minister,  died  in 
Benton,  Penn.,  her  mother  in  Elkdale.  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  former  place. 
Airs.  Westgate  is  tlie  eldest  in  a family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  Joseph,  who  died  young; 
Charlotte,  who  ( first ) married  Henry  Dickinson, 
and  ( second ) William  Gray,  a hotel-keeper  of  Ash- 
tabula. Ohio ; Alary,  who  died  young;  Samuel,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years : Sidney,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two : and  Lorenzo,  a carpenter  of  Car- 
bondale. Pennsylvania. 

Air.  Westgate  continued  to  live  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  and  then  purchased 
a farm  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
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a year  later  selling  that  place  and  returning  to  Clif- 
ford township,  where  he  operated  a rented  farm  for 
two  years.  The  following  year  he  worked  on  the 
home  farm,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  pur- 
chased the  same.  Besides  this  place,  comprising 
fifty  acres,  he  has  another  farm,  of  ioo  acres,  in 
Clifford  township,  and  property  in  Forest  City.  He 
followed  general  agriculture  with  good  success,  and 
has  also  operated  a sand  bank  upon  his  farm  for  the 
past  five  years.  He  is  an  upright,  reliable  business 
man  industrious  and  progressive,  and  the  pros- 
perity that  has  come  to  him  is  well-merited.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices  of  pathmaster 
and  school  director  for  three  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  at 
East  Clifford,  during  its  existence  of  seven  or 
eight  years,  and  served  as  Church  clerk  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  He  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

GEORGE  MEAD  HILLIS.  Among  the  pro- 
pressive  and  enterprising  fanners  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  there  are  few  who  are 
the  peers  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  that  township.  April  26,  1843,  a son 
of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Pepper)  Hillis.  the  former 
native  of  County  Monaghan.  Ireland,  the  latter  of 
Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  America,  accompanied  by  two  cous- 
ins, Robert  and  John  Hillis.  and  first  located  in 
Herrick,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  -It  was  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  however,  that  he  married  Marv  A. 
Pepper,  who  when  a child  of  five  years  had  removed 
thither  with  her  parents.  She  died  January  16, 
I&77>  aged  sixty-four  years  and  four  months,  and 
he  passed  away  February  20,  1S78,  aged  seventv 
years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Rush  ! 
township.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  They  ! 
were  active  and  consistent  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  their  sterling  worth  and  many 
excellencies  of  character  gained  for  them  the  friend- 
ship and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  came 
in  contact.  The  father  was  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  for  some  time  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  in  his  district.  In  the  family  were  the  fol-  j 
lowing  children:  Mary  A.,  who  died  voting:  Eliza-  j 
hath,  now  the  widow  of  Edward  Owen,  of  Pike 
township,  Bradford  Co..  Penn. : Matilda,  who  died 
young:  John  C..  a farmer  of  Rush  township:  Lucv.  1 
who  married  Albert  Hitchcock,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years:  George  M.,  our  subject:  Dav- 
id J..  a farmer  of  Rush  township:  Ella,  deceased  ! 
wife  of  Joseph  Morris,  a merchant  of  New  York 
City;  and  Emma  (twin  of  Ella),  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

George  M.  Hillis  remained  with  his  parents 
until  they  were  called  from  this  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Rush,  October  — . 1877,  to  Miss  Ellen  Snv-  j 
der,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mabel.  Mrs.  Ilil-  1 


lis  was  born  in  the  town  of  Conklin,  Broome  Co., 
A.  Y.,  on  the  State  road,  April  18,  1848,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  went  to  Le  Raysville, 
Penn.,  where  she  learned  the  millinery  trade.  The 
following  year  she  opened  a shop  of  her  own  111 
Rush,  near  her  father's  hotel,  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  for  five  years,  retiring  at  the  et.d 
of  that  time  in  order  to  be  of  more  assistance  to 
her  mother,  whose  health  was  poor. 

Capt.  Jacob  Snyder,  Airs.  Hillis’  first  known 
ancestor,  came  to  America  during  Colonial  times, 
and  settled  near  Johnstown,  Fulton  Co.,  X.  Y.  He 
served  as  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
also  as  an  aide-de-camp  to  Gen.  Washington.  His 
son,  Adam  Yrooman  Snyder,  was  born  at  Johns- 
town, X.  Y.,  and  was  educated  at  Union  College. 
In  1810  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Dockstader,  of  Johnstown.  He  served  as  a volun- 
teer during  the  war  of  1812,  was  appointed  aide- 
de-camp,  and  carried  dispatches  from  headquarters 
to  forts  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  He  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  early  life,  in  connection 
with  farming,  which  he  always  followed.  In  1853 
he  and  his  wife  became  residents  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  he  started  the  first  Sab- 
bath-school at  Rush.  Nicholas  Dockstader  Snyder, 
son  of  Adam  Y.  and  Elizabeth  Snyder,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Fulton,  X.  Y.,  August  12,  1811. 
His  mother  dying  when  he  was  six  weeks  old,  he 
was  cared  for  by  his  Dockstader  grandparents  up 
to  the  age  of  five  years,  and  then  went  to  live 
with  a relative,  John  Yrooman,  from  whom  he  ran 
away  when  about  thirteen  years  old.  He  came  then 
to  live  near  Schoharie  Courthouse,  with  his  uncle. 
Peter  AI.  Snyder,  better  known  as  “Yankee  Pete," 
a nickname  gained  by  his  being  the  only  one  of  the 
Dutch  settlers  of  the  valley  who  could  speak  English 
or  “Yankee"  to  the  traders  who  came  through  the 
valley.  On  September  2,  1831,  Nicholas  D.  Sny- 
der was  married  in  Schoharie  county,  X.  Y.,  to 
Elizabeth  Rickart,  who  was  born  in  Schoharie 
county,  daughter  of  David  G.  and  Alargaret  (Xas- 
challs ) Rickart,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  there, 
the  father  being  a wealthy  farmer.  To  Nicholas 
D.  and  Elizabeth  Snyder  was  born,  in  Schoharie, 
on  February  2,  1833,  a son,  George,  and  in  Aug- 
ust, 1834.  a second  son,  Adam  Yrooman.  They 
removed  from  Schoharie  in  1836,  and  settled  on 
the  State  road,  four  miles  from  the  city  of  Bingham- 
ton, Broome  Co.,  X.  Y.,  Air.  Snyder  contracting 
for  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  building  a log  house. 
While  living  here  his  next  three  children  were  born, 
David.  Peter  and  Alargaret  Esther,  all  of  whom 
died  in  one  week  of  scarlet  fever.  There  was  also 
born  to  him.  in  1843,  a son-  William:  in  184G  a 
daughter.  Catherine  Amelia;  in  1848,  another 
daughter.  Ellen  Elizabeth.  In  the  year  1849  be 
traded  his  farm  on  the  State  road  for  one  in  Rush, 
Susquehanna  Co..  Penn.,  moved  thither  in  Alarch, 

1849.  and  lived  there  until  his  death.  July  10.  1S77. 
His  youngest  sen.  David  H.,  was  born  in  Rush  in 

1850. 
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In  Rush  township  Mr.  Snyder  built  an  addi- 
tion to  the  hotel  there,  and  operated  it  under  the 
name  of  tne  "Snyder  House”  until  his  death,  prov- 
ing a most  genial,  popular  and  obliging  landlord ; in 
all  his  undertakings  he  met  with  well-merited  suc- 
cess. At  his  death  he  left  the  hotel  property  to  Mrs. 
Hillis  and  her  sister  Catherine,  but  on  November 
19,  1897,  while  conducted  by  the  latter's  husband, 
Isaiah  Haire,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Sny- 
der, who  was  a man  of  considerable  prominence 
in  his  community,  and  of  the  highest  respectability, 
most  efficiently  filled  a number  of  local  offices,  includ- 
ing those  of  township  collector,  supervisor  and 
school  director,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  was 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  His  widow  de- 
parted this  life  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Snyder  cemetery,  Rush 
township.  Of  their  children,  George  is  a retired 
farmer  and  hotel  man  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; Adam  V., 
a farmer,  died  in  Stevensville,  Penn. ; William  died 
at  Spring  Hill,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Catherine  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Isaiah  Haire,  who  is  now  serving 
as  county  commissioner,  and  residing  in  Mont- 
rose; Ellen  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  David 
H.  is  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

After  his  marriage  .Mr.  Hillis  located  upon 
his  present  farm  of  seventy-eight  acres,  in  Rush 
township,  and  has  since-  successfully  engaged  in 
its  operation.  Being  a skillful  and  systematic 
farmer,  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  most  attractive 
and  desirable  places  in  the  locality.  Politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously 
he  is  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  genial  and  hospitable  people,  and 
by  their  pleasant  ways  have  greatly  endeared  them- 
selves to  the  entire  neighborhood. 

WILLIAM  P.  DAYTON,  a well-known  and 
honored  citizen  of  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  has  most  creditably  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a quarter  of  a century, 
was  born  in  that  township,  in  January,  1838,  a son 
of  Elias  and  Julia  (Markham)  Davton. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, in  1803,  a son  of  Elias  Dayton,  Sr.,  a native  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  which  city  was  named  in  honor  of 
the  family.  In  early  life  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  went  to  Connecticut,  and  after  residing 
there  for  some  years  moved  to  Owego,  N.  Y.,  where 
wife  died.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
he  owned  500  acres  of  land.  There  both  he  and  his 
children:  (1)  Daniel  died  at  an  advanced  age.  (2) 
William,  born  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  became  a large  land 
owner  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  having  quite 
an  extensive  tract  in  Great  Bend  township  and  was 
cne  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the  village  of  Great 
Bend.  He  never  married.  (3)  Betsy,  born  in 
Owego,  married  Rensselaer  Barber,  of  that  place, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  for  some  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  owned  a farm,  on  which  both  he 


and  his  wife  died.  Only  one  of  their  children  is 
now  living,  Emma,  wife  of  George  Gray,  who  re- 
sides in  the  West.  (4)  Cordelia,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  David  Newman,  a farmer  of  Great  Bend 
township,  but  left  no  children.  (5)  Jehio  married 
Harriet  Adams,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Hallstead,  where 
both  died.  (6)  Jane  married  Henry  McKinney,  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  both  died  in  Great  Bend, 
leaving  children — Walton,  a resident  of  Great  Bend  ; 
Mrs.  Jane  Odell,  of  Hallstead ; Cora  (married ) ; 

Benton,  of  California ; Abbie,  wife  of  Abram 

Du  Bois,  of  Great  Bend ; and  Nellie,  who  died  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (7)  Sarah  married  John 
Dobbs,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Amos  Kinner, 
of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  Etta.  By  her  former  mar- 
riage she  had  three  children  : Clinton,  a business  man 
of  New  York  City,  where  he  died ; Cordelia,  wife  of 
Lanse  Hazzard,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister 
of  Dakota ; and  Jane,  wife  of  Asa  Platsley,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.  (8)  Samuel,  born  in  Owego 
N.  Y.,  married  Emily  Case,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  located  in  Great  Bend,  where  he  died  leaving 
a daughter,  Pauline,  now  the  wife  of  William  Lusk, 
of  Montrose.  (9)  Daniel  died  unmarried. 

Elias  Dayton,  father  of  our  subject,  completes 
the  family.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Connecticut,  and  in  early  manhood  married  Miss 
Julia  Markham,  a representative  of  one  of  the  pion- 
eer families  of  Susquehanna  county.  They  located 
in  Great  Bend  township,  on  the  river,  a mile  and  a 
half  below  Hallstead,  where  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in  religious 
faith,  and  helped  to  build  the  first  church  of  that 
denomination  in  his  locality.  Politically  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  party,  and  he  held  a number  of 
local  offices.  His  first  wife  died  in  1840,  leaving  two 
sons.  William  P.  and  Giles  A.  The  latter  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Great  Bend  township,  in 
1836,  and  married  Miss  Emeline  Owens,  of  Rush, 
Susquehanna  county.  For  some  years  he  engaged 
I in  clerking  in  a store  in’ Great  Bend,  and  later  en- 
j gaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  at  one  time  own- 
ing a large  amount  of  land  in  Virginia,  where  he  is 
still  living.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Mrs.  Macintosh,  of  Harmony  township,  and  by  that 
union  had  one  daughter,  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Buchanan,  of  Elgin,  111.,  by  whom  she  has  five 
children:  William,  Hattie,  Prank,  Maud  and . 

Reared  upon  the  old  homestead,  William  P. 
Dayton  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  Great 
Bend  township  for  his  educational  advantages.  As 
a boy  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  his  uncle,  William 
Dayton,  for  seven  years,  and  later  superintended  the 
operation  of  his  father’s  farm.  In  1857  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lura  Sisson,  of 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in  1841,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  that  State.  Her  parents 
| were  Heman  and  Lucinda  (Slater)  Sisson,  the  fa- 
' ther  born  in  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed  at 
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an  early  day  to  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  later  he  became 
a resident  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Heman,  Lura, 
Mary,  John,  Sarah,  Edward,  Alfred  and  Louisa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dayton  have  become  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  born  in  Great  Bend  township : ( i ) 
.Elias,  born  in  1858,  died  in  childhood.  (2)  Jennie, 
bom  in  1861,  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Detweter, 
a business  man  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Nealand  D.  and  Florence.  (3) 
Nellie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (4)  Etta  J. 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (5)  Lura  A.  died 
in  childhood.  (6)  Ella  Eva,  born  in  November, 
1868,  is  the  widow  of  Herbert  Austin,  of  Great 
Bend,  and  has  four  children,  Freddie,  Mabel,  Earl 
and  Edith  L.  (7)  William  W.,  born  in  1871,  mar- 
ried Mamie  Taylor,  of  Great  Bene,  and  they  re- 
side in  the  village  of  that  name ; they  have  one  son, 
Evening  Page.  (8)  Paulina,  born  in  July,  1872,  is 
the  wife  of  Wesley  Benjamin,  of  Great  Bend,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Ernest. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dayton  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  some 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  bought  his  present 
farm  in  Great  Bend  township,  two  and  a half  miles 
up  the  river  from  Hallstead,  upon  which  he  located 
in  1876.  and  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  he 
has  since  devoted  his  energies,  with  most  gratifying 
results.  He  has  erected  upon  the  place  a comfortable 
residence,  good  bam  and  other  outbuildings.  Mr. 
Dayton  comes  of  old  Whig  stock  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  representatives  of  the  Republican  party  in 
his  locality,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  in- 
terests. He  has  been  roadmaster  in  his  township 
for  twenty  years,  and,  as  previously  stated,  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty-five  con- 
secutive years,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  gen- 
eral public.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  Church  and  Sunday-school  work, 
serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
a number  of  years,  and  also  filling  the  pulpit  of  his 
own  and  other  Churches  on  the  Sabbath.  By  his 
noble,  Christian  life,  he  nas  gained  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

HENRY  W.  LA  BAR.  Among  the  brave  men 
who  went  from  Pennsylvania  to  fight  for  the  Union 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  was  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  now  a leading  agriculturist  of 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  honor- 
able record  as  a soldier  is  no  less  creditable  to  him 
than  his  useful  and  industrious  life  as  a private 
citizen.  By  judicious  management,  and  a persever- 
ance which  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  discouraging 
circumstances,  he  has  gained  a subbstantial  success, 
and  his  farm  of  200  acres  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  La  Bar  was  born  November  14.  1840.  at 
Wyoming.  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  descended  in 


the  paternal  line  from  a well-known  family  of  this 
section,  now  numerously  represented  in  Monroe  and 
Pike  counties.  His  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Mar- 
garet (Fox)  La  Bar,  were  born  in  Monroe  county, 
and  the  grandfather  was  a wagon  maker  by  occu- 
pation; the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
Luzerne  county,  where  he  died.  Charles  La  Bar 
our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of  Luzerne  county, 
and  in  early  manhood  resided  there  'ollowing  the 
wagon  maker's  trade,  but  his  later  years  were  spent 
in  farming  near  Flarford,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  settled  in  1889.  As  a citizen  he  was  much 
esteemed,  and  while  in  Luzerne  county  he  held  vari- 
ous offices,  serving  seven  years  as  constable,  two 
years  as  tax  collector,  six  years  as  school  director, 
and  for  some  time  as  deputy  sheriff.  He  died  in 
April,  1895,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  His  widow,  Airs.  Matilda  (Thompson)  La 
Bar,  now  resides  at  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  her 
birth  occurred  in  1S19.  Her  parents.  Isaac  and 
Maria  (W  ilcox)  Thompson,  were  formerly  promi- 
nent residents  of  Luzerne  county,  and  her  father, 
who  is  now  living  in  Lee  county,  111.,  in  his  104th 
year,  owned  a large  amount  of  property  there,  in- 
cluding valuable  coal  lands.  Mrs.  Matilda  La  Bar’s 
aunt,  Nancy  Wilcox,  left  Forty-fort  a few  days 
before  the  Wyoming  massacre,  on  horse  back,  and 
rode  to  Ohio  to  warn  the  people  and  ask  for  help. 
Charles  and  Matilda  La  Bar  had  children  as  follows : 
Sylvanus,  who  died  in  1848  ; Henry  W.,  our  subject ; 
James  D.,  a resident  in  Norwich,  N.  Y. ; Alary  J. 
(deceased),  who  married  George  Brown;  Alaria 
(deceased),  who  married  Benjamin  Triop;  Francis 
A.,  residingin  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Alatilda.  who  married  George  WildenDerger,  an 
insurance  agent  in  Wayne  county;  Jacob,  deceased; 
William,  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Charles,  deceased. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  parents  until  his 
enlistment  at  Pittston  in  August,  1862,  in  Company 
AI.  2nd  Penn.  Heavy  Artillerv,  under  Capt. 
Schoolev.  Fie  served  as  long  as  there  was  any 
fighting  to  be  done,  and  among  the  important  battles 
in  which  lie  participated  were  those  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Cold  Harbor,  and  Chapman’s  Hill,  while  he 
also  took  part  in  a number  of  skirmishes.  Although 
never  wounded,  he  was  at  one  time  obliged  to 
spend  six  weeks  in  a hospital  at  Point  of  Rocks  near 
Old  Point  Comfort,  on  account  of  illness.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  on  June 
22,  1865.  he  received  his  discharge  at  Harrisburg 
from  the  State  service.  For  one  season  he  engaged 
in  the  brick  business  at  Scranton.  Penn.,  having 
worked  three  years  at  that  trade  before  leaving  home, 
and  later  he  became  interested  in  fanning  at  Green- 
field, Lackawanna  county,  continuing  two  years. 
He  then  spent  seven  years  in  the  lumber  business 
in  that  county,  and  in  February.  1877.  settled  in 
New  Alii  ford  township.  Susquehanna  ccunty.  where 
he  rented  a farm  for  two  years  and  then  purchased 
a homestead.  In  1896  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
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New  Milford,  his  farm  being  rented  to  his  adopted 
son,  Edward.  In  politics  Mr.  La  Bar  is  a Republi- 
can, but  he  has  not  sought  official  honors.  On  July 
15,  1868,  he  was  married,  at  Peckville,  Lackawanna 
county,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Wise,  daughter  of  Hiram 
H.  Wise.  They  have  no  children,  but  have  adopted 
a son,  who  was  born  November  16,  1864,  and  was 
taken  by  them  when  he  was  five  years  old. 

Hiram  H.  Wise,  a military  veteran,  and  a high- 
ly-esteemer  resident  of  New  Milford,  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering,  but  fie 
is  now  living  in  retirement,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  born  September  30,  1820,  on 
a farm  near  Washingtonville,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Humphrey)  Wise,  and  comes  of 
patriotic  stock,  his  father  having  been  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  while  his  maternal  grandfather, 
Robert  Humphrey,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  Mr.  Wise  enlisted,  in  1864,  in  Company  F, 
107th  P.  V.  L,  and  served  fourteen  months,  receiv- 
ing no  wounds.  On  April  24,  1846,  he  was  married 
at  Olyphant,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Ferris,  a na-- 
tive  of  that  locality,  and  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Ferris.  For  some  time  he  resided  in  Lacka- 
wanna county,  thence  in  1881  removing  to  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  In  1896 
he  settled  in  New  Milford,  and  six  weeks  later 
(May  28,  1896)  his  beloved  wife  died,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Mary  E.,  wife  of  James  Fisher,  a farmer  at 
Great  Bend,  Penn.;  Anna  E.  (Mrs.  La  Bar),  who 
was  born  November  15,  1848,  at  Peckville,  Penn.; 
Lillian,  now  Mrs.  W.  S.  Rook,  of  California ; Serua, 
wife  of  George  Moffat,  a carpenter  and  contractor 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  James,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years. 

SAMUEL  A.  PETTIS,  of  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna county,  whose  erect  form  and  ruddy  face  are 
seen  daily  upon  the  streets,  though  the  years  of  his 
life  are  but  ten  short  of  a century,  sixty  years  of 
which  have  been  passed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  county 
seat  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the'venerable 
landmarks  of  the  place. 

Born  February  15,  1S11.  Mr.  Pettis  is  the  son 
of  Joshua  and  Polly  (Bryant)  Pettis,  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  town  of  Montgomery,  in  Hampden  Co., 
Mass.,  where  their  ancestors  had  lived  for  several 
generations.  They  were  married  about  1807,  and 
about  1810  moved  to  what  was  then  the  town  of 
Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y..  our  subject's  birth- 
place. Joshua  Pettis  was  by  trade  a carpenter  and 
used  to  make  tne  old  wooden  moldboard  plows.  He 
also  carried  on  farming.  Fie  ami  his  wife  were  plain, 
industrious  people,  kind  neighbors,  and  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Pettis  was  an  old-time  Whig.  He  lived  to  be 
about  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  to  the 
age  of  ninety-six,  she  dying  some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago.  Their  children,  all  but  two  of  whom 
were  born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  were : Paulina 


married  Edward  Robinson,  and  died  in  Sidney 
Plains,  N.  Y. : Caroline  married  William  McAdams, 
a Scotchman,  and  died  at  Aurora,  111. ; Samuel  A. 
is  our  subject;  Electa  A.  married  Erastus  King, 
and  resided  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  she  died ; 
Philander,  a farmer,  married  Barbara  Chase,  and  is 
resident  of  Hamden,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Orrill 
(now  deceased)  married  Edward  Bagiev,  a carriage- 
manufacturer  and  farmer ; Abial  married  Elizabeth 
Graham,  and  lived  in  Nebraska,  where  he 'died; 
Betsy  married  Elias  Kise,  and  is  a resident  of 
Springfield,  Mass. ; and  Parmelia  married,  and  lived 
and  died  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  A.  Pettis  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm.  His  school  privileges  were  limited  to  those 
afforded  by  the  neighboring  district,  and  he  attend- 
ed at  intervals,  when  not  assisting  in  work.  For  a 
time  he  was  in  attendance  at  the  village  school  in 
Hamden,  but  his  school  days  were  few,  as  his  fa- 
ther became  a cripple  early  in  the  son’s  boyhood,  and 
the  latter’s  services  were  therefore  required  to  aid 
in  rearing  the  family.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  had  a number  of  times 
rafted  up  and  down  the  Delaware  river  throughout 
its  length— from  source  to  the  mouth  at  Philadelphia. 
On  leaving  the  homestead  he  worked  for  a time  in  a 
sawmill  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Returning  to  his 
home,  he  married  and  settled  down  on  a part  of  the 
home  place,  having  come  into  the  possession  of 
eighty  acres  through  his  father,  and  later  another 
eighty  through  a brother.  Here  he  began  his  life 
work,  and  farmed  these  tracts  of  land  some  four 
years.  In  December,  1839,  having  contemplated 
removal  farther  West,  he  rode  on  horseback  to 
Montrose,  prospecting,  and  having  friends  in  that 
vicinity  he  decided  on  locating  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  He  finally  bought  100  acres  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Montrose  from  Dr.  Rose,  and  in 
April,  1840,  after  having  previouslv  arranged  for  his 
family  and  closed  up  matters  in  New  York  State, 
he  with  three  teams  moved  his  family  and  household 
effects  to  the  new  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  Here  he  had  a beautiful  farm,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  130  acres,  making  a nice  tract 
of  235  acres  in  all.  convenientlv  located  within  one 
and  one-eighth  miles  from  the  county  seat.  He 
carried  on  farming  operations  here  with  great  suc- 
cess until  along  in  the  early  ’sixties,  during  the 
| Civil  war,  when  he  moved  to  a ten-acre  tract,  on 
j the  plank  road  in  Montrose,  on  which  were  good  im- 
provements, and  here  and  in  other  property  of  his 
own,  in  the  village,  he  has  since  resided.  At  times, 
while  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Pettis  was  quite  largely 
I engaged  in  peddling  produce,  notably  during  the 
building  of  the  Erie  railroad  through  the  county 
along  in  1847-48-49,  supplying  those  engaged  in  that 
work.  Fie  has  beeen  a very  industrious,  thrifty  and 
frugal  farmer,  and  a good  manager,  and  through 
these  habits  he  has  made  and  saved  a competence 
j and  is  now  living  in  ease  and  comfort.  He  has  been 
i a successful  man.  In  his  political  views  he  has  fol- 
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lowed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  affiliating  with 
the  old  Whig  party  in  its  day,  and  on  the  organiza-  , 
tion  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856  was  active  in  ] 
the  advocacy  of  its  principles  and  was  one  of  the  first 
in  line  for  the  new  party  in  his  county.  He  has 
voted  at  every  Presidential  election  since  he  be- 
came of  age.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a consist- 
ent member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged  in  her  lifetime.  Mr.  Pettis,  at 
the  age  of  nearly  ninety,  is  in  almost  perfect  health 
and  possesses  all  of  his  faculties  almost  unimpaired. 
Tall,  erect,  and  of  large  frame,  he  is  genial  and 
pleasant,  and  will  attract  attention  anywhere.  Time 
has  dealt  gently  with  him,  and  to  the  casual  observer 
he  is  but  the  usual  man  of  seventy  years. 

On  Februarv  15,  1836,  Mr.  Pettis  was  married 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Slocum,  of  the  old 
town  of  Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y.  She  was  a 
good  woman,  and  made  him  a most  excellent  wife. 
Her  death  occurred  February  1,  1874,  when  she  was 
in  her  fifty-ninth  year.  To  them  were  born  children 
as  follows:  William  married  Frances  Herkimer,  of 
Bridgewater,  and  is  an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  railroad,  with  residence  in  Susquehanna,  Penn. : 
Joshua  married  Temperance  Fancher.  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  and  is  a resident  of  Montrose ; 
Erastus  E.  died  in  1842,  in  the  third  year  of  his 
age;  Charles  married  Rosie  Vantuyle,  and  is  also 
an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  road  and  re- 
sides in  Susquehanna,  Penn.;  Erastus  (2)  mar- 
ried Alice  Baldwin,  was  for  many  years  an  engineer 
in  the  employ  of  the  same  railroad  wth  his  older 
brothers,  and  resided  in  Susquehanna,  until  his 
death,  November  15,  1899;  Pauline  married  Crandall 
Hawley,  a dealer  in  meats  at  Montrose  ; and  Augusta 
is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Cruser,  editor  of  the  Mont- 
rose Democrat. 

PAUL  MAROLD.  Germany  has  furnished  to 
the  X’ew  World  many  of  its  best  and  most  patriotic 
citizens,  who  have  not  only  become  valued  and  use- 
ful members  of  the  communities  where  they  made 
their  homes,  but  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil 
war  also  aided  their  adopted  country  in  her  success- 
ful struggle  to  preserve  the  L'nion.  Prominent 
among  these  is  Paul  Marold,  now  a leading  agricul- 
turist and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Marold  was  born  June  29,  1834,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  a son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Veil)  Marold,  in  whose  family  were  six  children, 
namely:  John,  Mary,  Joseph  (formerly  a resident 
of  Dversville,  Iowa,  but  now  deceased),  Sabina, 
Paul,  and  Robert  (who  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion was  a member  of  the  same  company  and 
regiment  as  our  subject,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Xarrowsburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y. ).  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  this  country  June  18,  1852.  and 
found  work  at  his  tradeas  a cooper  in  Hunter.  Greene 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  in  August,  1854.  removed  to  Cochec- 
ton,  X.  Y.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  mariage  with  ' 


Miss  Eleanor  J.  Conklin,  a daughter  of  J.  B.  and 
Permelia  (Keesler)  Conklin,  of  Damascus,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  seven  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marold,  namely:  Mary  Annie,  now 

the  wife  of  M.  S.  Tyler,  of  Damascus ; Louis  Th., 
who  married  Alice  Avery,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; 
Dorcas  A.,  married  to  B.  E.  Fowler,  of  Ohio,  now 
residing  at  Orcas  Island,  San  Juan  Co.,  Wash.; 
John  B.,  who  married  Mina  Hills,  of  Binghamton, 
X-  Y.,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  ; Mattie,  deceased 
wife  of  Thomas  Moore,  of  Damascus  township ; 
Lillie  A.,  residing  in  Orcas  Island,  Wash. ; and  Wes- 
ley, at  home. 

On  September  3,  1862,  Mr.  Marold  laid  aside 
all  personal  interests  and  joined  the  boys  in  blue  as 
a member  of  Company  K,  143rd  X.  Y.  S.  \ '.,  for 
three  years’  service.  He  served  one  year  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Suffolk,  Ya.,  in  the  campaign  of  West  Point,  White 
House  Landing,  and  Gettysburg.  In  September, 
1863,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Look- 
out Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  at  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  On  May  2,  1864,  the  command  formed  part 
of  the  3rd  Brigade,  1st  Division,  20th  Army  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  commanded  by  Gen.  Jo- 
seph Hooker,  and  participated  in  the  campaign 
against  Atlanta,  Ga.,  under  command  of  Gen.  W. 
T.  Sherman  and  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  May 
14  and  15  : Cassville,  May  17:  New  Hope  Church 
or  Dallas,  May  25;  Lost  Mountain,  June  16;  Ivene- 
saw  Mountain,  June  26;  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July 
20;  Atlanta,  July  22;  siege  of  Atlanta,  until  Sep- 
tember 2,  when  the  city  fell,  9,000  prisoners  being 
taken. 

Later  on  our  subject  participated  in  Sherman’s 
memorable  march  to  the  sea,  leaving  Atlanta  No- 
vember 14,  1864.  and  reaching  the  walls  of  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  December  18.  He  was  in  the  capture  of 
Savannah,  December  21,  and  left  that  city  January 
25,  starting  on  the  campaign  through  the  North 
and  South  Carolinas,  during  which  the  troops  en- 
dured many  hardships;  was  engaged  in  the  capture 
of  Charleston  and  Columbia,  the  battles  of  Averys- 
boro,  March  16;  Bentonville.  March  19:  capture 
of  Goldsboro  and  Raleigh : and  was  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Gen.  Joe  Johnston,  at  Jones  Cross 
Roads.  April  26:  then  marched  to  Washington,  ar- 
riving Mav  19.  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  May- 
24,  and  was  discharged  July  20.  with  the  rank  of 
! second  sergeant,  having  arisen  from  the  ranks.  At 
! the  battle  of  New  Hope  Church  Mr.  Marold  had 
his  hearing  impaired  by  fighting  at  close  quarters 
| and  heavy  cannonading  and  musketry,  ami  after 
constant  exposure,  he  has  been  totally  deaf  since 
1883.  At  Kenesaw  Mountain  he  was  wounded  in 
the  right  shoulder  by  a fragment  of  a shell,  and 
carried  said  fragment  in  his  shoulder  for  fourteen 
! vears.  He  was  never  confined  to  hospital  during 
his  long  term  of  service. 

( Jitr  subject's  farm  of  sixty  acres  is  one  of  the 
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most  pleasant  places  in  Damascus  township,  being 
under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land  he  has 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  since  the  war.  He 
is  now  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic ; politically  he  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican; and  in  religious  belief  is  a Presbyterian.  His 
private  life  has  ever  been  above  reproach,  and  his 
army  record  is  one  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 

B.  F.  MOREY,  editor  and  proprietor  of  The 
Monroe  Democrat,  a leading  newspaper  of  Strouds- 
burg, is  one  of  that  county’s  best  known  citizens. 
While  he  is  an  able  and  progressive  exponent  of  mod- 
ern journalism  he  has  a brilliant  record  as  an  edu- 
cator and  has  also  attained  prominence  in  the  polit- 
ical circles  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Morey’s  family  is  of  English  origin  and  the 
first  to  cross  the  Atlantic  was  William  Morey,  who 
settled  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  or  on  its  borders, 
prior  to  1700.  The  family  is  noted  for  longevity, 
and  Jacob  Morey,  our  subject's  great-grandiather. 
who  settled  near  Portland,  Northampton  county, 
prior  to  1780,  was  more  than  ninety  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Tobias  Morey,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  several  children  and  was 
probably  born  in  Richmond,  Northampton  county. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Weidman,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-three  after  seventy-one  years  of 
wedded  life,  his  wife  surviving  him  and  passing 
away  when  within  a few  weeks  of  her  ninety-ninth 
birthday  anniversary.  This  worthy  couple  had 
thirteen  children:  Jacob,  Daniel,  John,  Peter,  Reu- 
ben, Philip,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Mary, 
Catherine,  Judith  and  Susan. 

Jacob  Morey,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
January  I,  1812,  in  Northampton  county,  and  is 
still  (1899)  living  at  his  homestead,  Alt.  Bethel, 
Northampton  county,  where  he  has  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  farming  and  carpentering.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
devout  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  In 
1846,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Hester,  a native  of 
Nortliampton  county,  born  in  1816.  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eld- 
est. (2)  Catherine  married  T.  Sterner,  of  Allentown, 
Penn.  ( 3)  Ellen  married  W.  W.  Felker,  of  Portland, 
this  State. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  19.  1848,  at  the 
old  home  in  Northampton  county,  and  on  complet- 
ing the  course  of  study  afforded  by  the  local  schools 
he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Millcrsville, 
where  he  pursued  the  general  and  scientific  courses, 
graduating  in  1869  and  1871.  In  the  latter  year  he 
went  to  Stroudsburg  to  take  charge  of  the  public 
schools,  and  this  position  he  retained  until  1875 
when  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction for  Monroe  county.  In  1877  the  leading 
people  of  Stroudsburg,  including  the  directors  of 
the  schools,  urged  him  to  resign  and  again  take 
charge  of  the  city  schools.  He  did  so  and  remained 
in  control  until  1882  when  he  entered  upon  editorial 


work.  In  1880  he  had  formed  a partnership  with 
Dr.  J.  PI.  Shull  and  Charles  Staples  and  purchased 
the  Farmers  Advocate,  a weekly  paper  published  at 
Stroudsburg,  but  after  a time  Mr.  Staples  withdrew 
and  Milton  Heller  joined  the  company.  In  1882 
they  bought  The  Monroe  Democrat,  merging  the 
two  papers  into  one,  when  our  subject  undertook 
the  editorial  management.  In  1884  Mr.  Greenwalt, 
the  former  editor  of  the  Democrat,  became  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  management  of  the  paper. 
In  1886  Mr.  Morey  was  appointed,  by  President 
Cleveland,  to  the  post  of  internal  revenue  agent,  be- 
ing assigned  to  duty  on  accounts  which  required  him 
to  visit  the  different  offices  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  He  served  until  the  close  of  1889  when  lie 
again  took  charge  of  The  Democrat,  and  in  1891 
he  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  paper.  In  its 
political  views  this  popular  sheet  reflects  our  sub- 
ject’s personal  opinions  as  he  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  several  times  served 
as  chairman  of  the  county  committee.  As  a citizen 
he  is  public  spirited  and  his  interest  in  educational 
matters  remains  as  keen  as  ever.  He  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  schools  of  Stroudsburg  in  some  capac- 
ity during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  being  a 
director  at  present,  and  he  not  only  assists  in  making 
out  the  course  of  study  but  he  makes  a practice  of 
visiting  the  schools  once  a week.  He  is  also  a trus- 
tee of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Stroudsburg. 

In  1873  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces Rafferty,  who  was  born  in  1847,  at  New  York, 
and  they  have  three  attractive  daughters : May 
Alice,  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  D.  Mellick : Bertha 
and  Ida  L.  The  family  is  prominent  socially  and  is 
connected  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Morey  being  a leading  member  of  the 
Stroudsburg  congregation.  He  also  belongs  ?o 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Portland  Lodge  No.  31 1.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Portland.  Penn. : Hugh  De  Pavne  Com- 
mandery  No.  19,  K.  T..  at  Easton,  Penn. ; the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Order 
of  Red  Men,  in  which  he  is  Past  Grand  officer  of 
the  State  organization  and  for  seven  years  has  been 
a member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  United  States, 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary 
and  the  Committee  on  Constitutions  and  Laws. 

ROBERT  BATTAN.  The  biographical  his- 
tory of  America  is  replete  with  instances  of  men 
who,  in  the  present  or  the  now  departing  generation, 
have  left  crowded  homes  in  the  countries  of  Europe, 
and  won  competence  and  distinction  in  a new  land. 
Opportunities  for  advancement  and  success  did  not 
perish  after  the  coming  of  the  early  fathers.  To 
the  individual  of  force  and  character,  who  is  attract- 
ed by  the  conditions  of  life  in  this  country,  there  is 
ever  open  a pathway  to  honor  and  position. 

William  Batten,  an  English  lad,  in  1835  left  his 
home  in  Cornwall,  and  emigrated  to  America. 
Whatever  the  comparative  success  to  which  he  at- 
tained in  life,  he  planted  anew  the  stern  yet  in- 
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v Derating  conditions  surrounding  his  home,  which 
■ 'a vc  opportunity  to  the  succeeding  generations. 
William  Batten  upon  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  settled  at  once  at  Black  Band,  the  site  of 
llunesdale,  Penn.  He  found  employment  there 
with  Col.  Seely,  and  for  seven  years  remained  in 
his  service,  during  that  time  marrying  Hiss  Sarah 
A.  Swingle,  a native  of  South  Canaan  township. 
About  1842  he  removed  to  South  Canaan  township, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  continued  until 
his  death,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
His  estimable  wife  survived  him  only  four  days, 
living  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  her  age.  Both 
were  buried  in  South  Canaan  township.  In  poli- 
tics William  Batten  was  a Republican.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Protestant  Alethodist  Church. 
The  three  children  of  William  and  Sarah  A.  Batten 
were,  Robert,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  C.  A.  Cortright,  merchant  and  liveryman, 
of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; and  Mary,  who  married  Ben- 
jamin Seely,  a fanner  of  South  Canaan  township, 
and  died  in  1882. 

Robert  Battan,  general  merchant  and  farmer 
at  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Seely- 
ville,  Penn.,  in  June,  1836.  Until  the  age  of  twelve 
years  he  remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  assist- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  farm.  At  that  tender  age  he 
began  his  own  career,  as  a teamster  for  Mr.  Bron- 
son, a manufacturer,  being  thus  employed  for  seven 
years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  entered  the 
service  of  Judge  Waller,  for  whom  he  engaged  in 
teaming  and  similar  work.  Six  years  later  he  accept- 
ed a position  as  salesman  of  agricultural  implements, 
with  J.  F.  Roe,  of  Honesdale,  with  whom  he  remained 
five  years,  traveling  through  the  country,  and  in  that 
time  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  trade. 
Mr.  Battan  then  spent  several  years  on  the  farm, 
and  in  1887  he  located  at  Waymart.  In  partner- 
ship with  Z.  A.  Woonnacott  he  purchased  the  gen- 
eral store  of  A.  S.  Patterson,  and  for  two  years 
thus  continued  in  business.  He  then  bought  his  part- 
ner's interest,  but  in  two  weeks  he  sold  him  the 
entire  property,  and  then  purchased  the  hardware 
store  of  Thomas  Medland.  This  business  he  has 
since  greatly  improved  and  extended,  adding  con- 
tinually to  the  stock,  with  corresponding  gains  in 
trade,  until  now  he  has  the  largest  establishment 
in  general  merchandise  in  Waymart.  He  was 
burned  out  August  15,  1891,  when  he  purchased 
the  lot  and  built  his  present  store. 

Mr.  Battan  was  married  November  23.  1865, 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Wagner,  daughter  of  Adam  Wag- 
tier,  a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Robert  and  Marv 
J.  Rattan,  as  follows:  Anna  E.,  wife  of  E.  F. 

Ames,  a banker  of  Forest  City,  Renn. ; Coe  M., 
bookkeeper  for  her  father : and  William,  at  home. 

Mr.  Battan  and  wife  are  prominent  in  the  so- 
cial life  of  Waymart.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  South 
Canaan  township.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Battan  possesses  the  heri- 


tage of  tireless  energy,  and  the  signal  success  he 
j has  won  in  life  is  due  in  large  measure  to  his  in- 
! dustry,  guided  by  business  sagacity  of  a high  order. 
| He  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and 
the  obstacles  he  has  encountered  has  served  only  to 
develop  a character  recognized  for  its  sound  judg- 
ment and  forcible  ability. 

GOULD  P.  MILLER.  Among  the  reliable 
successful  and  substantial  farmers  of  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  there  is  prou- 
ably  none  who  stands  higher  in  public  esteem  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  on  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  September  25,  1828,  son  of  Adam  and  De- 
liverance (Foster)  Miller,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Connecticut,  respectively.  They  were  married  in 
Clifford  township  and  died  on  the  present  farm  of 
our  subject,  the  father  in  April,  1831,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years;  the  mother  in  1872,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
Clifford  cemetery.  They  were  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  To  them  were 
born  seven  children,  namely : Emily,  deceased  wife 
of  Harrison  Doud;  Redmond,  who  died  while  in 
the  Union  army;  John,  who  died  unmarried;  Mer- 
rick, deceased,  who  married  Jane  Ferris ; Samuel, 
who  died  unmarried;  Gould  P.,  our  subject;  and 
Waity  Ann,  who  died  unmarried.  The  father  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Eleanor  Rich- 
ardson, of  Philadelphia,  who  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, and  by  that  union  he  had  four  children : Charles, 
William,  Anna  and  Mary,  all  now  deceased.  After 
the  death  of  Adam  Miller,  his  widow,  on  October 
16,  1834,  wedded  John  Spedding.  by  whom  she  had 
one  child,  Nelson. 

Although  Gould  P.  Miller  made  his  home  with 
his  mother  until  he  attained  his  majority,  he  com- 
menced working  for  neighboring  farmers  at  an 
early  age,  laying  stone,  etc.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  left  the  parental  roof,  but  after  his  mar- 
riage returned  to  the  home  farm,  which  he  now 
owns  and  successfully  operates.  It  is  a valuable 
tract  of  seventy-six  acres,  well  improved  with  good 
buildings. 

In  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
April  11,  1S52,  Mr..  Miller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Clarkson,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children : Jasper,  deceased : YY  aitv 

Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Emory  Greene,  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township;  Leanthy,  wife  of  George 
Cuddeback,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; Mer- 
rick, who  married  Ida  Beck  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Clifford  township:  Edwin  G.,  at  home; 
Jane,  wife  of  Jacob  Hindman,  of  Silkworth.  Penn.; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Nelson  Phillips,  a farmer  of  Clifford 
township : Grace,  wife  of  Grant  Bennett,  farmer, 
same  township ; and  Wellington  M.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Miller  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  Jan- 
uary 26.  1832,  and  when  two  years  old  was  brought 
to  this  country  by  her  parents.  James  and  Isabella 
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(Bigland)  Clarkson,  who  first  located  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  but  later  removed 
to  Lenox  township,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing until  called  from  this  life  in  i860,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  The  mother  died  in  1847, 
at  the  age  of  forty-three,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Clifford  cemetery.  They  were  faithful  members 
of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children 
were  Margaret,  wife  of  Abraham  Churchill ; 
James,  a resident  of  Lenox  township;  Ann,  wife 
of  Ebenezer  Waterman,  of  Lackawanna  county ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  Anthony,  who  died 
unmarried;  John,  a resident  of  Benton,  Penn.; 
Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  Sedgwick  Hull;  Isa- 
bella, wife  of  George  Mund,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
and  William,  who  left  home  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years. 

Religiously  Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  partv.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  his  community,  and  has  been 
called  uoon  to  fill  local  offices,  having  served  as 
poormaster,  township  treasurer  and  roadmaster 
in  a most  commendable  and  satisfactory  manner. 
He  and  his  family  are  very  pleasant  and  are  quite 
prominent  socially  in  the  community  where  they 
reside.  On  October  13,  1899,  Mr.  Miller  was  called 
uppn  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  faithful  and  devoted 
wife,  who  that  day  passed  to  her  last  rest,  leaving 
“a  world  made  better  by  her  life." 


E.  A.  PAGE.  Without  ostentation,  cheer- 
fully bearing  the  burdens  and  responsibilities  of 
life,  presenting  to  the  world  and  to  his  many 
friends  a character  that  grows  more  lustrous  the 
longer  it  is  known,  winning  through  the  potential- 
ity of  sterling  traits  a substantial  share  of  life's 
material  rewards,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well 
known  resident  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  in  every  sense  a representative  citizen. 

Mr.  Page  was  born  in  Richmond,  X.  H.,  in 
June,  1822,  son  of  Eli  and  Sarah  (Aldrich)  Page. 
His  parents,  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  mi- 
grated about  1823  to  Susquehanna  county,  living 
for  a few  years  in  Harford  township,  then  settling 
in  Jackson,  where  they  remained  through  life. 
The  father  in  politics  was  a Democrat,  held  various 
local  offices  and  was  esteemed  an  excellent  farmer. 
His,  wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the 
good  Christian  women  of  the  township.  Their 
family  of  five  children  was  as  follows : ( 1 ) ' 

Margery,  who  died  unmarried,  aged  fifty  years. 
(2 ) E.  A„  our  subject;  (3)  A.  A.,  born  in  Harford 
in  1824.  married  Miss  Mary  Miller,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  settled  in  Jackson  township.  His  wife 
died  leavin'1-  five  children,  four  of  whom — Willis, 
Evalyn,  Friend  and  Harry — are  now  living.  For 
his  second  wife  A.  A.  Page  married  Mrs.  Wil- 
lard Larrabee,  ncc  Lamb,  by  whom  he  hail  two  sons 
— Ralph,  a resident  of  Des  Moines,  la.,  and  Fred. 
(4)  Eliza,  born  in  Jackson  in  1834,  married  Judson  > 


Tennant,  of  Harford,  and  settled  in  Jackson,  where 
she  died,  leaving  one  daughter — Flora.  (5)Xorris, 
born  in  1836,  married  Miss  Diana  T-aff  and 
settled  near  the  State  line,  where  he  now  resides 
with  his  family. 

E.  A.,  the  second  in  the  above  named  fam- 
ily, was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  in  1850  married 
Miss  Eliza  A.  Sweet,  daughter  of  Arta  and  Sarah 
(Osmun)  Sweet,  representatives  of  one  of  the  old- 
est arid  best  known  families  of  the  county.  Amos 
Sweet,  the  grandfather  of  Arta,  migrated  with  his 
wife  and  children,  Capt.  Asahel,  Stephen,  Oney, 
Polly  and  Xancy,  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  Harford 
township  in  1795,  joining  the  Xine  Planters  settle- 
ment. Three  other  sons,  Amos,  Jr.,  Elias  and 
John,  remained  in  Massachusetts,  until  1797,  when 
John  and  Elias,  the  father  of  Arta,  also  came  to 
Harford.  Elias  married  Abigail  Foster  and  set- 
tled in  Harford.  His  children  were  Captain 
Elias;  Joseph;  Alfred;  Hannah,  wife  of  Saxa  Sey- 
mour, a Harford  merchant ; Eliza,  who  married  a 
Air.  Capron,  and  moved  to  Akron,  Ohio ; Arta ; 
and  Abigail,  wife  of  Ira  Belcher,  of  Gibson.  Arta 
married  Sarah  Osmun  and  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Eliza  A.,  Sarah  J.,  Forest  Foster,  George 
M.,  Abel  T.,  Hannah  A.,- Helen  B.,  and  Clara  E. 

Eliza  A.  Sweet  was  born  in  Harford  in  1825 
and  was  educated  in  the  neighboring  schools. 
After  the  marriage  of  E.  A.  and  Eliza  A.  (Sweet) 
Page  in  1850,  they  moved  to  their  present  farm  in 
Jackson,  where  our  subject  cleared  up  a good  farm, 
erected  good  buildings  and  developed  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Jackson  township.  To  them  have 
been  born  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  lost  in 
childhood.  William  Le  Grand,  the  eldest,  born  in 
1851,  died'at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Sarah  E. 
died  the  same  year  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; 
Helen  M.  died  when  two  years  of  age ; Freddie 
died  in  childhood  from  measles ; and  Georgie  F., 
when  six  years  and  six  months  old,  was  fatally 
stricken  with  diphtheria.  The  children  were  bright 
and  interesting  boys  and  girls,  and  their  loss  was 
deeply  felt.  Politically  Mr.  Page  is  a Democrat. 
Himself  and  wife  are  most  highly  respected  by 
all  who  know  them,  for  their  genial  worth  and 
many  most  estimable  qualities. 

CHARLES  S.  BAXKER,  a well-known  con- 
tractor, builder  and  farmer  of  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  this  section  throughout 
his  active  business  life.  He  is  a champion  of  every 
movement  designed  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, a supporter  of  every  entorprise  for  the  public 
good,  and  has  materially  aided  in  the  advancement 
of  all  social,  industrial,  educational  and  moral  in- 
terests. 

A native  of  Susqueha  ,na  county,  Mr.  Banker 
was  born  in  Franklin  township,  in  Xovcmber.  1857, 
a son  of  David  and  Esther  (Watson)  Banker. 
The  father  was  born  in  Long  Island,  in  1798.  and 
in  1805  was  brought  to  Susquehanna  county  by 
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his  father,  George  Banker,  who  located  near  the 
Susquehanan  river,  in  Liberty  township,  taking 
up  a tract  of  government  land  on  Wyley's  creek, 
about  two  miles  from  the  river.  After  erecting  a 
log  cabin  for  the  accommodation  of  his  family, 
he  commenced  to  clear  and  improve  his  land,  and 
there  he  and  his  worthy  wife  made  their  home  un- 
til death.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  a 

private  burying  ground  upon  their  farm.  In 
their  family  were  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely : ( i ) Charlotte  married  A.  T.  Fish,  of 
Lawsville  Center,  Susquehanna  county.  (2). 
Sophia  married  Joseph  Lewis,  a Congregational 
minister,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Lee  county,  Illinois,  where  she  died, 
leaving  three  sons,  who  are  still  residents  of  that 
county.  One  daughter  married  a Air.  Virgil,  and 
also  made  her  home  in  that  county.  (3) Nathaniel 
married  Elizabeth  Belcher  and  located  on  his 
father's  old  homestead  in  Liberty  township,  where 
he  reared  a family  of  ten  children — Wesley ; Levi ; 
Addison  Walter;  Richard;  Lucy  and  Hannah,, 
both  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Williams, 
of  Hallstead,  Penn. ; Airs.  Lydia  Kellum,  of  Hall- 
stead;  and  Alary,  widow  of  Frederick  Hollister, 
a railroad  man  of  Hallstead,  where  she  still  re- 
sides. (4)  Benjamin  married  and  located  in 
Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  fie  left  two  : 
sous,  Benjamin  and  Israel,  who  have  reared  fami- 
lies in  Susquehanna  county. 

David  Banker,  our  subject’s  father,  completes 
tile  family.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm,  receiving  a very  limited  education.  In  1826  1 
he  married  Aliss  Elizabeth  Watson,  a daughter  of  : 
James  and  Sarah  Watson,  pioneers  of  Franklin 
township,  and  for  three  years  after  his  marriage 
lived  near  the  old  homestead,  then  purchasing  a \ 
partially  improved  farm  in  Franklin  township,  j 
where  he  continued  to  reside  throughout  life.  There  | 
his  first  wife  died,  in  December,  1851.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows:  (1)  Jeremiah 

remained  for  a number  of  years  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Franklin  township.  (2)  David  married 
Delia  Dewey,  of  Illinois,  and  operated  the  old  home 
farm  with  his  brother  Jeremiah  until  a few  years 
ago,  when  the  latter  removed  to  another  farm  in 
Franklin  township.  (3)  Esther  is  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Barton,  now  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y., 
and  they  have  one  son,  Frank.  (4)  Seeley  mar- 
ried Ellen  Camp,  of  Illinois,  and  lived  for  some 
time  in  Lee  county,  that  State,  where  she  died. 
Later  he  moved  to  Union  county,  Iowa,  where  his 
Heath  occurred  in  1898.  He  left  four  daughters — 
Ida.  wife  of  a Air.  Black,  of  Illinois;  and  Alinnie, 
Jessie  and  Xellie,  all  residents  of  Ibwa.  (5)  Alarv 
is  the  wife  of  Johnson  Cornell,  of  Susquehanna 
county.  (6)  Andrew  married  Helen  Lines,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  removed  to  Erie  county, 
l’enn.,  where  she  died,  leaving  two  sons  and  one 
daughter — Alyron  and  Arthur,  who  both  hold  office 
with  the  elevated  railway  company  in  Xew  York  ‘ 


City,  and  are  prominent  men  there ; and  Eva,  wife 
of  Frederick  Trobridge,  postmaster  of  Great 
Bend,  Penn.  (7)  Julia  is  the  wife  of  J.  Emery 
Gunn,  of  Xew  Alilford,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Jerome,  Fernando,  Laura  and  Almeda. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  of  our  subject  mar- 
ried Esther  Watson,  a sister  of  his  deceased  wife, 
and  the  only  child  born  of  this  union  was  our  sub- 
ject. David  Banker  died  upon  his  farm  in  Frank- 
lin township  in  1883,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject 
passed  away  in  1888.  Both  united  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  early  life,  were  consistent  and 
earnest  Christians,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all 
Church  work,  to  which  they  gave  liberally  of  their 
time  and  means.  The  father  was  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  held  several  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust. 

Charles  S.  Banker  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and'  attended  school  in  Great  Bend.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship, 
with  his  brother,  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  later 
he  spent  two  years  working  at  same  in  Lee  county, 
111.  On  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  1873, 
he  commenced  contracting  on  his  own  account,  and 
has  since  successfully  carried  on  operations  in  that 
line.  In  1879  his  mother  purchased  the  farm  in 
Liberty  township  where  he  now  resides,  and  which 
came  into  his  possesssion  at  her  death.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  including 
the  erection  of  a commodious  modern  residence  in 
1891. 

In  1887  Air.  Banker  married  Aliss  Ida  Aldrich, 
the  only  child  of  Farris  and  Julia  Aldrich,  promi- 
nent early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  she  was  only  four  years 
old.  She  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of  Bing- 
hamton, X’.  Y.,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  was  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  of  Broome  county,  that 
State,  and  Susquehanna  county.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  have  come  two  children : Esther,  born 

in  September,  1891 ; and  Robert,  born  in  Alarch, 
1894.  Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Banker  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Hall- 
stead, and  take  an  active  interest  in  its  work.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Flope  Grange,  of  Hallstead, 
and  politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  vigilance  com- 
mittee. 

THOAIAS  H.  STITES,  proprietor  of  Stites' 
“Alountain  House,”  was  born  July  5.  1853.  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  where  his  education  was  chiefly 
obtained.  After  coming  to  Alonroe  county  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumbering  and  mercantile  business 
with  his  father.  In  1874  they  built  what  is  known 
as  Stites’  "Alountain  House,”  a commodious  and 
modern  house,  to  which  is  attached  one  thousand 
acres  of  land,  including  a well-cultivated  farm, 
which  supplies  the  table  with  fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles. The  Analomink  river,  considered  as  good  a 
trout  stream  as  can  be  found,  surrounds  the  place. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. In  religion  he  inclines  to  the  Methodist 
faith,  of  which  his  father  and  mother  were  strict 
adherents. 

DELAIER  STARK  is  a well-known  druggist 
furniture  dealer  and  speculator  of  Rush,  Susque-  ' 
hanna  county.  His  record  is  that  of  a man  who,  ; 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  has  worked  his  way 
upward  to  a position  of  affluence.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  industry  and  perseverance,  arid  the  system- 
atic and  honorable  business  methods  which  he  has 
followed  have  won  him  the  support  and  confidence 
of  many.  Without  the  aid  of  influence  or  wealth,  I 
he  has  risen  to  a prominent  position  among  the  j 
business  men  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  native 
.genius  and  acquired  ability  are  the  stepping-stones 
he  used. 

Mr.  Stark  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  | 
born  in  Springville  township,  August  16,  1S54,  a 
son  of  Seth  B.  Stark,  who  was  born  May  28,  1808,  | 
in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  and  there  married,  on 
October  24,  1833,  Miss  Fanny  Squire,  who  was 
born  September  4,  1815,  in  Wyoming  county.  They 
came  to  Springville  township  in  1834,  and  here  the 
father  died  May  3,  1881,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
He  was  a prominent  farmer,  and  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  ten  years,  besides  filling  other  town- 
ship offices.  He  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  an  active  worker 
in  same,  and  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school at  Ball's  Church  for  many  years.  The 
mother  died  at  West  Nicholson,  Wyoming  county, 
December  6,  1895,  aged  eighty  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Stark  cemetery,  in  that  county.  The 
children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Harmon, 

a farmer  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  B, 
132nd  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  September  17,  1862;  Mary  married  M. 
O.  Stark,  a distant  relative,  and  now  a retired  citi- 
zen of  Nicholson,  Penn.,  who  served  as  a member 
of  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I. ; Rosetta  is  the  wife  of 
Jeremiah  Stevens,  a speculator  of  Nicholson,  who 
served  as  county  commissioner  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  six  years ; Eliza  married  Loren  Ball, 
and  died  in  i86t.  in  Wyoming  county  Che  was  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  held  in  Andersonville  prison 
for  some  time)  ; Bentlv  died  in  1862  at  Harrison's  ! 
Landing,  while  in  the  seven-days’  fight  under 
■George  B.  McClellan : Nathan  R.  died  in  1876,  | 
from  injuries  received  during  the  Civil  war,  in 
which  he  served  with  the  102nd  N.  Y.  V.  I. ; Zura  : 
died  of  diphtheria  in  1862:  Dexter  W.,  a resident  of 
Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  is  general  agent  for  the 
Champion  Mowing  Machine  Co. ; .\linon  is  a farmer 
and  dealer  of  West  Nicholson;  Deinter  is  our  sub- 
ject; and  H.  Clymer  is  a farmer  of  West  Nicholson. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Stark,  was  born  December  5,  1776,  in  Orange 

county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  William  Stark  and  grandson 
of  Christopher  Stark,  who  came  to  the  Wyoming 


Valley  in  1772-73.  In  1779  John  Stark  married 
Temperance  Pratt,  who  was  born  May  16,  1780.  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  18x4;  she  was 
our  subject's  grandmother.  On  February  12.  1813. 
he  married,  for  his  second  wife,  a Miss  Camp,  who 
was  born  March  22,  1774,  and  died  in  18G2,  in 
Illinois.  John  Stark  died  July  18,  1841.  He  was 
an  early  settler  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  resid- 
ing at  East  Lemon,  and  followed  farming  through- 
out life. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  Delmar  Stark  went  to  Stark  coun- 
ty, 111.,  where  he  attended  a graded  school  for  four 
months,  and  was  then  employed  at  different  occu- 
pations until  his  return  home,  after  an  absence  of 
a year  and  a half.  He  rented  his  father's  farm  for 
a few  years,  and  later  engaged  in  selling  wagons 
for  eight  years.  In  1888  he  embarked  in  the  hotel 
business,  in  Springville,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  and  was  then  engaged  in  .the  same  business 
in  Rush  until  1894,  when  he  sold  his  property  there 
to  Scott  Shaner  and  bought  the  Susquehanna 
County  Mineral  Springs  property,  in  Rush  town- 
ship. He  was  converting  the  place  into  a sani- 
tarium when  his  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  he  did  not  rebuild.  In  June,  1895,  be  pur- 
chased the  drug  store  in  Rush,  which  he  has  since 
so  successfully  conducted,  and  he  is  also  proprietor 
of  a first-class  hotel  in  Le  Raysville,  besides  being 
engaged  in  speculating  along  various  lines.  As  a 
business  man  he  is  energetic,  enterprising  and 
sagacious,  and  has  been  remarkably'  successful  in 
his  undertakings. 

At  Springville,  January  18,  1876,  Mr.  Stark 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Seely',  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children;  Ora,  Alcora  and  Anna  M., 
Ora  dying  in  1878.  Mrs.  Stark  was  born  in  Shib- 
ley’s  Point,  Adair  Co.,  Mo.,  in  February.  1836.  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Betsy  (Park)  Seely,  the 
former  also  a native  of  Missouri,  the  latter  of  Sus- 
puehanna  county,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  byr  occupation,  died  in  his  native  State  three 
months  prior  to  the  birth  of  Airs.  Stark,  and  the 
mother’s  death  occurred  in  1873.  Their  children 
were  Martin  N.,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township. 
Susquehanna  county ; Maggie,  who  married  Cal- 
vin Merritt,  and  died  in  Montana ; Susan  E..  a 
resident  of  Springville  township,  who  (first)  mar- 
ried Nathan  R.  Stark,  a brother  of  our  subject,  and 
(second)  Robert  Squire;  William,  a farmer  of 
West  Nicholson,  Penn.;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our 
subject. 

Seth  B.  Stark,  a nephew  of  our  subject,  and 
the  present  proprietor  of  the  “Rush  House."  at 
Rush,  was  born  in  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  January  26.  1870.  a son  of  Nathan 
R.  and  Susan  E.  (Seely)  Stark,  the  former  a native 
of  Springville  township,  the  latter  of  Missouri. 
The  father  died  January  24.  1876.  aged  thirty-one 
years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Springville 
township,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them:  Seth  B..  and  Minnie,  who 
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died  at  the  age  of  a year  and  a half.  Seth  B.  Stark 
was  reared  on  a farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
alter  which  he  worked  for  his  uncle,  Delmer  Stark, 
for  one  year,  at  the  “Rush  House.”  He  next  at- 
tended business  college  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
then  purchased  the  stage  line  which  was  run  be- 
tween Rush  and  Montrose,  but  after  conducting  it 
for  seven  months  returned  to  the  "Rush  House,” 
where  he  was  employed  for  two  years.  One  sum- 
mer he  sold  wagons,  sleighs,  carriages,  etc.,  and 
for  two  years  conducted  a meat  business,  during 
which  time  he  served  as  assistant  postmaster  of 
Rush.  On  April  15,  1897,  he  purchased  the  "Rush 
House,”  which  he  has  since  so  successfully  carried 
on.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Republican.  He 
was  married,  in  Dimock  township,  December  1, 
1897,  to  Miss  Alice  T.  Glidden,  a native  of  Mont- 
rose, and  a daughter  of  D.  Whiley,  now  a black- 
smith of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

JOHN  C.  TANNER.  For  more  than  six 
decades  John  C.  Tanner  has  made  his  home  in  Flar- 
ford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  having  been 
born  two  miles  north  of  Harford  village,  February 

I,  1838.  While  his  life  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
especially  eventful,  it  is  one  full  of  interest,  and  his 
business  success  affords  a striking  example  of  what 
may  be  achieved  by  earnest  resolve  and  unflagging 
courage. 

Mr.  Tanner  is  one  of  a large  family  of  children 
born  to  Clark  S.  and  Betsey  (Carpenter)  Tanner, 
who  were  married  May  1,  1831,  by  Rev  Adam  Mil- 
ler. His  father  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the 
age  of  nine  years,  being  adopted  by  John  Tyler, 
who  brought  him  up  to  farm  life.  Clark  S.  Tan- 
ner died  April  12,  1869,  after  a life  of  seventy-two 
years.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  and  lived  there  until  her  death,  although 
she  spent  a few  years  as  teacher  in  New  York. 
Her  father,  John  Carpenter,  was  one  of  the  "Nine 
Partners”  of  Harford  township.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tanner  were  earnest  Christians  and  devout 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  To  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Nancy  born 

February  27,  1832,  died  March  4,  1859,  and  was 
buried  in  Clifford  (she  married  Daniel  Brutidage, 
born  February  20,  1834)  : Milburn.  born  February 

II,  1834,  died  July  11,  1857;  Martha  married  Ste- 
phen Brundage,  of  Benton,  Penn,  (both  are  de- 
ceased) ; John  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary,  born  August  19,  1842,  married  Henry  Cole, 
of  Collingwood,  N.  Y.,  a farmer,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  State  land  agent ; and  Edward  R.,  born 
March  29,  1849,  married  Margaret  J.  Kerr,  and 
died  December  1,  1872. 

John  C.  Tanner  was  married,  April  12,  iSfio, 
at  Harford,  to  Miss  Anna  R.  Kerr,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  viz.:  Frank  FI.,  born  January  11, 

18O1 ; John  E.,  born  August  2,  1863;  and  a third 
son,  born  in  January,  1869,  the  two  younger  chil- 


dren dying  in  infancy.  F'rank  H.  Tanner,  a son 
of  rare  promise  and  ability,  an  earnest  Christian, 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  whose  early 
demise  cast  a shadow'  over  his  parents’  lives,  died 
on  his  twentieth  birthday. 

Airs.  Tanner  was  born  at  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
her  parents  being  Patterson  and  Margaret  (Shaw) 
Kerr,  respected  residents  of  that  place,  and  both 
active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Her 
father,  who  was  a contractor,  was  prompted  by 
business  and  tastes  alike  to  seek  change  of  location. 
He  died  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1847,  aged 
thirty-six,  a'nd  was  buried  there.  51  rs.  Kerr  rests 
at  Middletown,  where  she  died  in  her  seventy-third 
year.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 

Henry  Horton,  a hardware  merchant  of  Middle- 
town  ; Anna  R.,  Mrs.  Tanner ; William  H.,  who 
died  at  Northumberland,  Penn.;  and  Margaret  J., 
whose  first  husband  was  Edward  R.  Tanner  (a 
brother  of  John  C.),  and  who,  after  his  death,  mar- 
ried John  K.  Gamble,  a dentist,  of  Coffeyville, 
Kans.,  whose  father,  Dr.  George  Gamble,  was  for 
many  years  a respected  physician  of  Harford.  After 
the  death  of  the  father,  Mrs.  Tanner's  mother  mar- 
ried William  H.  Harris,  who  died  in  1890,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  Of  this  marriage  there 
was  no  issue. 

John  C.  Tanner  worked  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  for  the  next 
five  years  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a country  store 
in  Harford  village.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he 
managed  it  for  four  years.  Agriculture,  however, 
was  not  especially  to  his  taste,  and  he  determined 
to  enter  upon  a mercantile  career.  Fie  entered 
into  partnership  with  Jones  & Babcock,  under  the 
name  of  Jones,  Babcock  & Tanner,  the  firm  after 
four  years  becoming  Jones  & Tanner.  This  part- 
nership was  dissolved  four  years  later,  and  for 
twenty-six  years  our  subject  was  a commercial 
traveler  for  hardware  houses:  First  with  Phelps 

& Co.,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  for  fourteen  years ; then  with  Pratt  & 
Co.,  of  Elmira.  N.  Y. ; next  with  Spanging  & Spald- 
ing, of  Syracuse ; and  finally  with  Barker,  Rose  &: 
Gray,  with  whom  he  has  continued  for  eleven  years, 
being  still  in  their  employ. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  on  December  15,  1898.  he  was  appointed 

postmaster.  Fie  still  owns  the  old  homestead  of 
130  acres,  and  has  actively  identified  himself  with 
with  the  interests  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  has 
always  been  prominently  interested  in  the  Harford 
Agricultural  Society,  being  now  its  president,  which 
office  he  is  filling  for  the  fourth  term  (of  one  year 
each.)  His  liberality  and  support  of  all  good 
projects  in  the  community,  especially  those  iftvolv- 
ing  the  improvement  and  beautifying  of  the  village, 
are  well  known.  His  deep  sympathy  and  spirit  of 
helpfulness  for  those  in  sorrow  and  trouble  is  most 
beautiful  and  genuine,  as  so  many  can  testify  who 
have  felt  the  beating  of  his  great  heart  for  them. 
He  is  the  very  embodiment  of  good  nature  and 
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cheer.  These  qualities  of  heart  and  soul  have  en- 
deared him  to  a multitude  of  friends,  wherever  he 
is  known  throughout  this  region.  Though  not  a 
member  of  any  Congregational  Church,  in  loyalty 
and  support  he  is  second  to  none,  being  now  a trus- 
tee of  same.  His  time,  money  and  thought  are  al- 
ways freely  given  to  every  worthy  proposition  and 
enterprise  undertaken  by  his  community,  and  to  be 
counted  one  of  his  friends  is  an  honor  prized  by 
every  one. 

CASSIUS  M.  GARFIELD  is  a well-known 
and  successful  merchant  in  the  borough  of  Little 
Meadows,  Susquehanna  county.  His  father  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  the  place,  and 
in  his  store  our  subject  received  his  mercantile 
training. 

Mr.  Garfield  is  a representative  of  an  old  New 
England  family  which  has  produced  some  noted  men 
and  women,  President  James  A.  Garfield  descending 
from  one  branch  of  the  family.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Warren  Center,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  De- 
cember 21,  1851,  son  of  Daniel  R.  and  Alary  C. 
(Bigelow)  Garfield,  and  a grandson  of  Daniel  R. 
and  Eliza  J.  (Spencer)  Garfield.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  January  31,  1815.  in  Spencer, 
Mass.  He  was  an  only  son,  and  was  but  three 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  His  mother 
married  for  her  second  husband  John  Bigelow,  and 
he  was  reared  by  his.,  father’s  family,  spending  a 
large  portion  of  his  boyhood  at  the  home  of  his  i 
grandfather,  at  Spencer,  Mass.  When  about  twen-  I 
ty-one  he  shipped  on  a sailing  vessel  for  a whaling 
voyage  of  forty  months  to  South  America  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  On  July  '6,  1846,  he  married 
Miss  Alary  C.  Bigelow,  who  was  born  in  Rutland, 
Alass.,  Alay  18,  1816,  and  soon  afterward  they 
migrated  to  Warren  Center,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. 
Here  Daniel  R.  Garfield  engaged  in  shoemaking 
for  eight  or  nine  years,  and  then  moved  to  Friends-  j 
ville,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  real  estate,  and  | 
for  one  year  followed  his  trade.  Removing  to 
Towanda,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  he  there  continued  , 
shoemaking  for  several  years,  and  in  i860  removed  1 
to  Little  Aleadows,  where  he  purchased  property 
and  pursued  his  vocation  steadily  until  1868.  In 
that  year  he  built  a store  and  engaged  in  mercantile  ] 
trade,  continuing  thus  until  his  death.  June  7.  1877,  j 
after  which  our  subject  purchased  and  conducted  ] 
the  business.  The  mother  survived  him  five  years.  1 
In  politics  Mr.  Garfield  was  an  ardent  Abolitionist, 
and  he  followed  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  enthusiastically  until  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  Horace  Greeley,  when  he  supported  his 
nomination.  He  was  reared  in  the  Protestant 
faith,  and  his  wife  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  children  of 
Daniel  R.  and  Alary  C.  Garfield  were  as  follows: 
(1)  Solon  F.,  born  in  Worcester,  Alass..  June  19, 
1847,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Towanda, 
Penn.,  and  Little  Aleadows.  and  was  a graduate 
of  Lowell's  Business  College,  Binghamton,  X.  V. 


He  studied  civil  engineering  and  followed  that  pr  - 
fession.  In  the  early  seventies  he  located  at  South 
Flaven,  Alicli.,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  was  al- 
most continuously  in  the  employ  of  the  government, 
as  United  States  inspector  of  pier  work  and  harbor 
improvements  along  the  east  side  of  Lake  Alichi- 
gan.  Air.  Garfield  was  married,  Alarch  20.  18.' 83, 
to  Minnie  A.,  daughter  of  Senator  and  Airs.  George 
Hannahs,  of  South  Haven,  Alicli.  Airs.  Garik  <1 
died  August  19,  1894,  aged  thirty-four  years,  Rat- 
ing two  daughters — Grace  AL,  born  June  23.  1887, 
and  Georgia  H.,  born  November  23,  1892.  Air. 
Garfield  died  January  20,  1900.  leaving  the  care  ■ i 
his  daughters  to  our  subject.  (2)  George  B.,  born 
in  Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  November  23. 
1849,  received  a good  education.  When  a young 
man  he  clerked  in  Owego  and  Binghamton,  X.  Y.. 
until  his  health  failed, ‘and  he  then  visited  Alassa- 
chusetts,  where  he  remained  one  year ; he  died  Oc- 
tober 6,  1876,  a young  man  of  great  promise,  ar.d 
was  greatly  missed  by  his  family  and  friends.  1 3 1 
Cassius  AL,  our  subject,  was  the  third  child  in  the 
family.  (4)  Helen  P.,  born  at  Warren.  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  October,  1853.  was  well  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Little  Aleadows,  and  became  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  Bradford  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ties, following  that  calling  for  a period  of  twenty- 
five  terms.  On  February  20,  1884.  she  married  A. 
W.  Cogswell,  of  Union,  N.  Y.,  formerly  cf  Forest 
Lake,  Penn.,  where  thev  now  reside,  and  they  have 
had  three  children — Hiram  Garfield,  born  Aprii 

15,  1886;  Royal  A.,  born  October  8.  1887.  deceased 

in  infancy;  and  Eva  Edna,  born  November  19. 
188S.  (5)  Edna  AL.  born  in  Friendsville  Alarch 

16,  1856,  was  well  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  Alontrose  high  school,  and  for  a number  of 
years  taught  school  in  Susquehanna  and  adjoining 
counties.  On  Alay  4,  1878,  she  married  Alfred  H. 
Jones,  of  South  Alontrose.  She  died  August  13. 
1892,  leaving  no  family.  (6)  John  AL.  born  in 
Towanda.  Penn..  December  13.  1858.  died  at  the  age 
of  one  and  one-half  years.  (7)  Joseph  H..  born 
at  (Little  Aleadows  June  18.  i860,  was  a student  of 
the  home  schools,  and  when  young  edited  a small 
paper  at  his  home  in  Little  Aleadows.  two  year- 
before  entering  Wyoming  Seminary  at  Kingston. 
Penn.  There  his  health  failed  rapidly,  and  he  died 
February  27,  1883.  while  yet  a student  fitting  him- 
self for  a profession. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  home  of  his 
parents,  attending  the  various  schools  at  Little 
Aleadows.  When  a young  man  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  store,  and  in  winter  taught  school  in 
j Susquehanna  and  Bradford  counties  for  five  or  fix 
years.  In  1877.  after  his  father's  death,  he  took 
charge  of  his  store  in  Little  Aleadows.  carrying  it 
on  until  1889.  when  he  sold  out.  and,  in  company 
with  A.  Rohrbasser,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rohr- 
basser  & Garfield,  engaged  in  the  milk  and  cream- 
ery business,  handling  some  days  over  seventy 
thousand  pounds  of  milk,  and  making  between  two 
and  three  tons  of  butter  daily.  Our  subject  was 
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part  owner,  manager  and  bookkeeper  in  the  firm, 
and  continued  in  this  work  for  three  and  one-half 
vears.  In  1893  he  again  embarked  in  mercantile 
trade,  and  he  now  carries  a large  stock  of  general 
merchandise.  The  postoffice  is  located  in  his  store 
building,  and  he  acts  as  assistant  postmaster. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  married  February  18,  1S84, 
to  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Fairchild,  ncc  Chaffee,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Caroline  (Pendleton)  Chaffee, 
prominent  residents  of  Warren  Center,  Penn.,  and 
formerly  of  Rhode  Island.  They  reside  at  the  old 
home.  W.  Ray  Hinman,  born  September  8,  1887, 
has  lived  with  our  subject  and  wife  since  he  was 
three  years  old,  and  Airs.  Garfield's  two  nieces, 
Grace  AI.  and  Georgia  H.,  also  live  with  him. 

In  politics  Air.  Garfield  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  Airs.  Garfield  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Little 
Aleadows.  They  are  among  the  prominent  and 
highly-respected  residents  of  Little  Aleadows,  and 
the  worthy  position  in  life  which  our  subject  fills 
is  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  He  began  his 
career  practically  without  means,  but  by  his  in- 
dustry, integrity,  thrift  and  good  business  judg- 
ment he  has  won  a most  honorable  place  in  life. 
To  use  his  own  words,  neither  he  nor  his  brother 
have  ever  “known  the  taste  of  one  intoxicating 
drink  from  another.’’ 

JOHN  B.  JOHNSTON,  of  Hallstead,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  now  living  retired  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a rest  which  he  has  truly  earned,  and  richly 
deserves,  by  reason  of  his  industrious  efforts  of 
former  years.  Accomplishment  and  progress  ever 
imply  labor,  energy  and  diligence,  and  it  was  those 
qualities  that  enabled  our  subject  to  rise  from  the 
ranks  of  the  many,  and  stand  among  the  successful 
few.  He  is  one  of  the  most  highly-respected  citi- 
zens of  Hallstead,  and  his  long  residence  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  the  active  part  he  has  taken 
in  promoting  its  moral  and  material  welfare,  well 
entitle  him  to  representation  in  its  history. 

Air.  Johnston  was  born  in  Kirkwood,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1812,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather,  James 
Johnston,  being  a native  of  Scotland.  In  early- 
life  he  was  a sea-faring  man,  and  was  captain  of 
a vessel,  but  later  lived  for  many  years  upon  a 
plantation  in  New  Jersey,  and  owned  a large  num- 
ber of  slaves.  He  was  in  the  British  service  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Annie 
Anderson,  and  had  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Lewis  married  and  located  in 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  he  died,  leaving  two 
daughters,  who  died  soon  afterward : the  second 
son,  after  reaching  manhood,  went  West,  and  was 
never  heard  from  again : Annie  married  and  died 
in  New  Brunswick.  N.  J. ; Betsy  married  Abram 
A an  Deventer,  of  New  Brunswick:  Margaret. mar- 
ried a Mr.  Waldron,  and  died  in  New  Jersey,  leav- 
ing sons  who  are  now  wealthy  and  prominent 


manufacturers,  of  machinery  for  printing  wall- 
paper (they  reside  in  New  Brunswick). 

Andrew  Johnston,  father  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes this  family.  He  was  born  in  Hunterdon 
county,  N.  J.,  in  1765,  and  in  early  manhood  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Snedeker,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county,  in  1776,  a daughter  of  Garrett  Snedeker, 
a native  of  Holland.  They  began  their  domestic 
life  in  Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  later 
lived  for  a few  years  at  Wasso  Lake,  N.  Y.,  but 
finally  returned  to  Kirkwood,  where  Air.  Johnston 
conducted  a hotel  on  the  Newburgh  pike  for  ten  or 
twelve  years.  They  next  moved  to  Conklin,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  shortly  afterward,  in  1815.  The 
mother  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  1868, 
at  the  age  of  about  ninety-three.  1 heir  children 
were  as  follows:  (1)  James,  born  in  Kirkwood, 

in  1797,  married  Betsy  Kruzer,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  lived  in  Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  followed  shoemaking  until  his  - death. 
He  left  one  daughter/Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Noble  Buck,  of  Great  Bend.  Sus- 
quehanna county.  (2)  Garrett,  born  in  Kirkwood, 
in  1800,  married  Amanda  Smith,  of  Herrick,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods,  first  in  Alt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county,  and  later  in  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  died,  however,  in  Great  Bend,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  left  a large  family, 
of  whom  James  E.,  a resident  of  Great  Bend,  is 
represented  elsewhere.  (3)  Ursula,  born  in  Kirk- 
wood in  1803,  married  Joel  Stinebeck,  of  Gibson. 
Penn.,  and  located  in  Nicholson,  this  State,  wiiere 
he  died.  She  died  later,  at  the  home  of  her  son  Hur- 
ley, in  Wilkes  Barre.  Penn.  Silas,  her  other  son, 
when  last  heard  of  was  in  Denver,  Colo.  (4)  K. 
Anderson,  born  in  Kirkwood,  in  1807,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  in  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna ; later  started  a factory  in 
Harford,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  for 
fifteen  years;  and  then  removed  to  New  Alilford, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  until  called 
from  this  life,  in  1877.  He  left  three  daughters, 
Julia  H.,  Rhoda  E.  and  Evelyn,  of  whom  Juiia  H., 
born  in  Summersville,  Penn.,  in  1846.  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  New  Alilford.  and  is  still 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  latter  place 
with  her  sister  Evelyn.  Rhoda  E.  married  James 
Partridge,  of  Alt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  now  a resident 
of  New  Alilford,  where  she  died  leaving  three  sons. 
Burton,  Lewis  and  Irwin,  who  are  all  bright  busi- 
ness men.  (5.)  David,  born  in  Kirkwood,  in  1S09. 
was  in  early  life  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber,  in  partnership  with  his  brothers.  Anderson 
and  John,  hauling  the  sawed  lumber  front  their 
mills  to  Hale's  Eddy,  on  the  Delaware  river,  where 
it  was  rafted  to  the  Philadelphia  markets.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business  on  Aloshannon 
creek,  with  B.  C.  Bowman,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  when  that  partnership  was  dissolved  he  rented 
property  in  Philipsburg,  Center  Co..  Penn.,  and 
engaged  in  hotel-keeping  for  five  or  six  years.  He 
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next  rented  the  "Mansion  House,"'  in  Clearfield,  J 
and  after  conducting  same  fifteen  years  moved  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  hotel  • 
business  for  a short  time.  Subsequently  he  was 
similarly  employed  in  Bellefonte,  Center  county, 
and  at  Lockhaven,  after  which  he  lived  retired 
from  active  business.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Clarence,  in  Shantokin,  Penn.,  in  Hay,  1894. 
He  married  Charlotte  Hancock,  of  Phihpsburg, 
who  is  now  living  with  her  son  John,  in  Clearfield, 
and  they  had  a lamilv  of  four  children — Edward, 
a resident  of  Shantokin,  Penn. ; Clarence,  who  con- 
ducts the  "Vanderbilt  Hotel"  at  the  same  place; 
Owen  is  clerking  in  the  "United  States  Hotel,” 
Harrisburg;  and  John,  a resident  of  Clearfield,  who 
is  married,  and  has  one  daughter  (now  the  leading 
lady  salesman  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  J.  J.  Har- 
gettyj,  and  one  son  (who  is  an  electrician).  (6) 
Andrew,  born  in  Kirkwood,  in  1815,  married  Ada- 
line  Sloat,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  woolen-mill  business  for  a short  time, 
later  conducted  a mercantile  store  in  Lynn,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  afterward  employed  as 
a traveling  salesman.  Moving  his  family  to  Fac- 
toryville,  Penn.,  he  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness there  for  twenty-five  years.  He  died  at 
Scranton  in  June,  1898,  leaving  three  children — 
Revillo  and  Marion,  who  are  both  living  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains ; and  Mary,  who  is  now  conduct- 
ing a grocery  store  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

John  B.  Johnston,  our  subject,  is  the  second 
youngest  in  this  family.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed  in  Kirkwood  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  he  was  given  a district-school  education,  i 
He  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until  j 
he  and  his  brothers,  David  and  Anderson,  I 
embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  renting  the  Mc- 
Kinney sawmills,  two  miles  south  of  Hallstead, 
where  they  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed 
lumber,  which  they  hauled  to  Flale's  Eddy  and  then 
rafted  down  the  Delaware  river  to  the  markets  of 
Philadelphia.  In  1843  he  located  in  Hallstead,  j 
where  he  purchased  real  estate,  and  conducted  a 
shoe  store,  and  also  engaged  in  business  as  a wagon  ' 
and  cabinet  maker  for  twenty  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  leading  and  influential  business  men  of  the 
town  for  many  years,  and  by  fair  and  honorable 
dealing  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Upon  the  property  he 
purchased  in  Hallstead  he  erected  a fine  residence,  | 
and  there  he  has  made  his  home  for  fifty-five 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

In  1842  Mr.  Johnston  married  Miss  Phoebe 
Chamberlain,  of  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  a j 
daughter  of  James  and  Phcebe  Chamberlain.  Her  ■ 
grandfather,  Wright  Chamberlain,  a soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  was  one  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent pioneers  of  Susquehanna,  and  many  of  his 
descendants  are  now  numbered  among  its  leading  1 
citizens.  Mrs.  Johnston  died  in  1889,  and  she  left  ! 
many  friends,  besides  her  family,  to  mourn  her  de-  i 


ntise,  for  she  was  widely  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed. Our  subject  has  two  daughters:  ( i) 
Flora  A.,  born  in  Great  Bend,  in  1843,  attended  the 
select  schools  of  Great  Bend  Village,  and  for  several 
terms  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Gil- 
lespie, whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  (2)  Theo- 
dosia L.,  born  in  Hallstead,  in  1852,  became  well-edu- 
cated, having  pursued  her  studies  in  the  home  and 
select  schools  of  Great  Bend  Village.  She  also  was 
a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Susque- 
hanna county  for  a number  of  years.  In  1870  she 
married  J.  R.  Millard,  foreman  of  the  large  shops 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad 
Co.  at  Hallstead,  and  one  of  the  leading  well-to-do 
citizens  of  that  town,  a man  highly  respected  for 
his  ability  and  social  worth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard 
reside  with  her  father  at  the  old  homestead.  They 
have  four  children — Robert,  born  in  1886,  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  nine  years  by  a train,  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  while 
crossing  the  tracks  near  his  home.  Martha,  born 
in  1875,  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Hall- 
stead and  Great  Bend,  and  is  now  engaged  in  dress- 
making in  the  former  place.  George,  born  in  1883, 
is  a student  in  the  graded  schools  of  Hallstead. 
Erminia,  born  at  Great  Bend  in  1880,  died  April  29,. 
1881. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  cast  his  ballot  for  sixteen 
Presidential  candidates,  and  has  always  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  either  the  Whig  or  Re- 
publican parties.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
a number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  such 
as  township  treasurer,  collector  and  school  director, 
and  was  drawn  and  served  as  juryman  at  Montrose 
when  eighty-two  years  of  age ; five  times  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  fill  that  position.  Although 
his  hearing  is  now  somewhat  impaired,  he  possesses 
a mind  as  bright  and  active  as  a man  of  forty  years, 
and  he  is  a good  talker,  his  language  being  well 
chosen,  his  conversation  edifying.  Socially  he  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge 
and  chapter  of  Great  Bend,  and  religiously  he  and 
his  daughters  are  members  of  the  Presbvteriau 
Church,  to  which  the  wife  and  mother  also  belonged, 
having  united  with  that  Church  at  Gibson  when  a 
young  girl.  She  was  a devout  and  consistent 
Christian,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Church. 
Mr.  Johnston  has  served  as  elder  for  over  thirty 
years,  and  has  helped  in  the  building  of  two 
churches  at  Hallstead,  the  first  being  a wooden  struc- 
ture, which  has  since  been  replaced  by  a fine  brick 
edifice  which  occupies  the  same  ground.  He  assist- 
ed in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  latter,  which 
contains  a large  stained-glass  window  dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  himself  and  his  estimable  wife. 

GEORGE  B.  DECKER,  the  popular  and  effi- 
cient postmaster  at  Analomink,  Monroe  countv.  has 
in  his  fourteen  years  of  faithful  service  displaced 
unusual  ability  and  efficiency  as  a public  official. 
A gratifying  token  of  his  success  now  treasured  by 
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its  recipient  is  a letter  from  Hon.  John  Wanamaker, 
t.x- Postmaster  General,  bearing  date  of  February 
5,  1893,  in  which  that  distinguished  official  ex- 
pressed his  appreciation  of  the  absolute  accuracy  of 
_\lr.  Decker's  work  in  that  office,  and  stated  that  he 
was  one  of  the  few  in  the  country  who  had  proved 
themselves  equal  to  every  technical  requirement. 
This  commendation  caused  no  surprise  among 
those  who  knew  Air.  Decker  well,  fur  his  many  years 
of  active  life  among  them  as  a miller,  merchant  and 
general  business  man  have  made  them  familiar  with 
his  merits,  and  the  community  shared  in  his  satis- 
faction over  the  well-deserved  recognition. 

Air.  Decker  was  born  September  9.  1855,  in 
I 'ike  county,  and  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  being 
a direct  descendant  of  Henry  Decker,  who  was  born 
probably  in  Xew  York  State,  whence  he  came  in 
early  manhood  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  in  what 
was  then  Pike  (now  Alonroe)  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  There  he  married  Maria 
\ anetten.  and  they  had  children  as  follows : Simon, 
llarnet,  Ann,  Alaria,  Aladison,  James,  Wilson,  Will- 
iam, and  Catherine. 

Barnet  Decker  (grandfather  of  our  subject) 
was  born  in  Pike  ( now  Alonroe ) county,  and  died 
in  Aliddlesmithfield  township.  Like  his  father,  he 
was  a farmer,  and  in  the  spring  he  also  engaged  in 
rafting  on  the  Delaware  river.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Gunsaulus.  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Samuel,  .Calvin  (father  of  our  sub- 
ject), Charles  W.  (who  served  at  one  time  as  as- 
sociate judge  of  Alonroe  county),  Alargaret,  Rhvma. 
Daniel,  Jackson,  Susan,  Xellieand  Sarah.  Samuel"  and 
Rhvma  are  the  only  survivors  of  this  large  family. 
I he  former  was  born  April  24,  1823,  in  Pike  (now 
Alonroe)  county,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  place. 

hen  a boy  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  has  always  followed,  and  he  has 
also  engaged  in  agriculture  to  some  extent,  con- 
ducting a small  farm  near  Bushkill.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbvterian  Church,  with  which  his 
daughter  also  unites,  and  politically  he  follows  in 
his  father’s  footsteps,  being  a Democrat.  Samuel 
Decker  married  Aliss  Sarah  Depuy,  who  was  born 
-day  8,  1826,  in  Xew  Jersey,  and  died  January  1, 
>8«)8:  she.  too,  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
' hurch.  This  union  was  blessed  with  one  daughter, 
I larrie  E.,  who  keeps  house  for  her  father. 

Calvin  Decker  was  born  in  Pike  (now  Alon- 
r°e ) county,  and  was  reared  to  farming,  which  he 
followed  all  his  life,  becoming  quite  prosperous. 
De  resided  in  Lehman  township.  Pike  county. 

( alvin  Decker  married,  for  his  first  wife.  Aliss 
Rosanna  Frutchey,  and  their  children  were:  Francis, 
Luther.  George  lb.  William,  John  and  Fannie.  The 
mother  of  these  dviiur.  Air.  Decker  married  (sec- 
ond 1 Aliss  Susie  Walter,  and  to  this  union  were 
born:  Flora.  Ella,  Lillie,  Anna,  Frank  and  Lizzie. 
Air.  Decker  was  a Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 

1 'ur  subject  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  section,  and  work  on  the  home 
Drill  developed  in  him  habits  of  industrv  from 
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mere  boyhood.  For  a short  time  he  clerked  in  a 
| store  in  which  he  was  later  a partner,  and  he  was 
< subsequently  employed  in  a tannery  at  Analomink. 
j His  characteristic  thoroughness  was  shown  in  every 
undertaking,  even  in  youth,  and  while  in  the  tannery 
he  received  promotion  rapidly,  and  for  fourteen 
years  held  the  position  of  foreman.  Having 
determined  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
I count,  he  purchased  a gristmill  at  Spragueville  which 
| he  has  since  conducted  profitably,  and  for  a number 
of  vears  he  has  carried  on  a general  business  in  ship- 
I pmg  ties,  timber  and  wood,  to  the  mines  and  else- 
where. On  June  18,  1897,  he  became  a partner  in 
the  mercantile  firm  of  Decker  & Fetherman,  at 
Analomink,  and  his  popularity,  energy  and  sound 
| judgment  were  recognized  factors  in  the  success  of 
j the  enterprise;  on  October  1,  1898,  he  sold  his  in- 
J terest  in  the  store  to  S.  T.  Detrick.  Xotwithstand- 
i ing  his  business  cares,  Air.  Decker  has  found  time  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party. 
During  President  Cleveland’s  first  term  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Analomink,  which  position 
he  has  held  continuously  ever  since.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  of  his  district  for  fifteen  years. 

In  1878  Air.  Decker  married  Aliss  Ida  Price, 
who  was  born  September  8.  1857,  at  Analomink, 
daughter  of  W.  J.  and  Delih  (LeBar)  Price,  the 
former  of  whom  died  July  28,  1899 : the  mother 
makes  her  home  with  Airs.  Decker.  Two  children 
I have  blessed  this  union : Alinnie  F.  and  Ada  AI. 
Air.  Decker  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed  in  social 
life,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of 
A.,  at  Analomink. 

JOHX  OAKLEY.  Prominent  among  the 
old  and  honored  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county, 

! whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
! suits  and  who  have  made  for  themselves  a com- 
J fortable  home  and  competence,  is  the  subject  of 
this  review.  For  forty-three  years  he  has  resided 
| in  Springvillc  township  and  taken  an  active  part 
| in  its  development  and  upbuilding. 

Air.  Oakley  belongs  to  4 family  which  was 
founded  in  this  country  by  three  brothers  of  En- 
glish birth,  who  separated  on  coming  to  America, 
one  locating  in  Xew  A’ork  State,  another  in  the 
| West,  and  the  third.  Elijah  Oakley,  in  Luzerne 
j county,  Penn.  The  last  named,  who  was  the  grand- 
I father  of  our  subject,  bought  property  in  that  coun- 
ty, and  there  followed  lumbering  and  farming 
until  called  from  this  life.  He  was  buried  on  his 
farm,  which  is  included  in  Wyoming  county.  In 
political  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat.  He  had 
a large  family,  consisting  of  several  daughters  and 
four  sons  who  reached  maturity,  the  latter  being 
Robert:  Joatham,  who  located  in  Harford.  Sus- 
quehanna county:  John:  and  Samuel,  the  father 
| of  our  subject.  All  are  now  deceased. 

Samuel  ( lakley  was  born  on  the  old  homestead. 

! in  what  was  then  Luzerne  (now  Wyoming)  countv, 

1 Penn.,  and  remained  there  throughout  life,  his 
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time  being  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Polly  Jackson,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Sophia  (Squirrel)  Jackson,  also  residents  of  Lu- 
zerne county ; her  father  was  one  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Our  subject's  father  died 
in  1865,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  mother  in  Oc- 
tober, i860,  aged  seventy-four.  She  was  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  with  her 
husband  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
communitv  in  which  they  lived.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  Their  children  were  Caroline, 
deceased  wife  of  Alonzo  Oakley;  Xehemiah,  who 
died  in  Wyoming  county ; Sally,  deceased  wife  of 
Loomis  Taylor,  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Perry,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  coun- 
ty; John,  our  subject;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of 
Sylvester  Bacon,  of  Wyoming  county : Mary  Ann, 
wife  of  Edwin  Stevens,  of  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  three  who  died  young. 

John  Oakley  was  born  October  25,  1823,  in 
that  part  of  Luzerne  county  which  is  now  Wyoming 
county,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
common-school  education.  He  married  Miss  Xor- 
manda  Reynolds,  who  was  bora  May  14,  1824,  in 
Benton  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna) 
county,  a daughter  of  Griffin  and  Polly  ( Stanton ) 
Reynolds,  who  removed  from  Benton  to  V yorning 
county.  Four  children  were  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  namely:  Byron,  a veteran  of  the 

Civil  war,  and  a farmer-of  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Julia,  wife  of  George  Xoble, 
of  the  same  township ; George  \\  .,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  butchering  business ; and  Samuel,  who  died 
October  25,  1892. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Air.  Oakley  bought 
property  in  Wyoming  county,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1856  he  sold  that  place  and’  came-  to  Susquehanna 
county,  purchasing  121  2-3  acres  in  Springville 
township.  At  that  time  it  was  nearly  all  v ild  land, 
and  where  his  residence  now  stands  was  a dense 
forest,  but  he  at  once  turned  his  attention  to  its  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  locality  His  pleasant  home  \\  as 
erected  in  1863,  and  greatly  improved  in  1897.  It  is 
surrounded  by  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  everything  about  the  place  betokens  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  certainly  thoroughly 
understands  his  chosen  calling.  His  farm  is  well 
stocked  with  cattle,  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry,  and 
in  connection  with  general  farming  lie  is  interested 
in  dairying  and  lumbering.  Like  his  ancestors,  lie 
is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party . and  for 
several  years  he  most  capably  and  satisfactorily- 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  I raternally 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange. 

MISS  ALICE  C.  POTTER,*  a highly-es- 
teemed resident  of  Gibson  tow  nship,  Susquehanna 
county-,  is  a representative  of  a well-known  family 
of  that  section,  and  a descendant  of  Capt.  Joseph 
Potter,  the  noted  pioneer. 

Oliver  Potter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 


for  many  years  a leading  agriculturist  of  Gibson 
township.  He  was  born  there  in  January,  1818, 
son  of  Parley  and  Philena  (X'orton)  Potter,  and 
died  May  21,  1898,  at  his  homestead,  his  remains 
being  interred  at  Gelatt.  As  a citizen  he  was 
much  respected,  ana  he  and  his  wife  were  active 
members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  for  a 
long  period.  He  married  Maria  Cooley,  and  they 
had  four  children:  Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  Abner 

X*.  Dart,  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Preston  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one; 
Miss  Alice  C. ; and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Maria  (Cooley)  Potter  was  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  and  died  in  Gibson  township  in  Au- 
gust, 1882,  aged  sixty  years.  Her  father,  Sheldon 
Cooley-,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  made  his  per- 
manent home  after  his  marriage  at  Manchester, 
\\  ayne  county,  where  he  engaged  extensively  in 
farming  and  lumbering.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Mo- 
gridge,  a native  of  Birmingham,  England,  came  to 
America  in  1812,  and  previous  to  their  marriage  she 
resided  in  Cochecton,  New  York. 

PETER  ERARD  BEAL  ROX’.  The  life  rec- 
ord of  this  gentleman,  now  a prominent  and  highly- 
respected  citizen  of  Shohola  township.  Pike  county, 
is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  for  he  has  traveled 
extensively  and  made  his  home,  at  different  times, 
in  almost  every  one  of  the  "four  corners  of  the 
globe.” 

Mr.  Beauron  was  born  in  Switzerland,  January 
6,  1842,  but  was  only  seven  years  old  when  he  came 
to  America,  with  his  parents,  John  J.  and  Mary  U. 
( Bourguard)  Beauron,  also  natives  of  Switzerland. 
The  father  was  born  April  16,  1801,  and,  like  many 
of  his  countrymen,  became  a watch  manufacturer. 
In  1849  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America, 
and  located  in  X'ew  York  City,  where  he  engaged 
in  importing  watches  and  watch  materials  for  over 
twenty  years.  He  died  April  19,  1869,  and  his 
wife  June  20,  1861.  honored  and  respected  by-  all 
who  knew  them.  They  had  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the.  youngest.  Joseph 
Victor  was  married  in  X'ew  York  City,  and  there 
carried  on  watchmaking  and  importing;  owing  to 
ill  health  he  made  a trip  to  Europe,  and  died  while 
in  France,  in  1875,  leaving  two  daughters,  who  are 
now  living  in  X'ew  York  City.  Frances,  deceased, 
married  Leon  Jodry  (also  from  Switzerland),  in 
X'ew  York  City,  and  they  had  nine  children,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

Mr.  Beauron,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  learned  the  business  of  manufacturing 
watches  with  his  father  in  X'ew  York  City,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  came  with  him  to  Shohola  town 
ship.  Pike  Co.,  Penn,  where  they  purchased  939 
acres  of  laud,  only  twenty  of  which  had  been  cleared, 
the  rest  being  covered  with  very  valuable  timber. 
After  remaining  here  a year  he  returned  to  X'ew 
York  City,  and  from  that  time  on  our  subject  may- 
be truthfully-  called  a "globe  trotter."  He  located 
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j„  cities  of  wealth,  and  secured  the  patronage  of 
,he  best  class  of  people.  He  spent  four  years  m 
Havana,  Cuba,  where  he  engaged  in  importing 
watches  and  jewelry.  He  then  crossed  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  proceeded  to  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
where  he  remained  three  years.  Going  down  the 
Pacific  to  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  he  lived  there 
for  two  years,  then  rounded  the  stormy  Cape  Horn 
to  Rio,  where  he  was  in  business  for  three  years. 
Anxious  to  enter  a new  field  of  labor,  and  see  still 
more  of  the  world,  he  decided  to  locate  in  India, 
but  being  in  no  hurry  he  went  by  way  of  Europe, 
and  made  a tour  of  England,  France  and  Spain. 
He  then  returned  to  England,  and  there  embarked 
for  Calcutta,  arriving  in  the  course  of  several 
months,  and  in  that  city  engaged  in  business  for 
two  years.  One  season  was  also  passed  in  the 
Himalayas,  where  the  wealthy  class  of  India  spend 
their  summers.  He  made  short  stops  at  Bombay 
and  Cape  Colony,  and  then  proceeded  to  Australia, 
and  after  staying  for  three  months  in  Sydney  he 
located  in  Melbourne,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
business  for  seven  years. 

While  in  Melbourne  Mr.  Beauron  was  mar- 
ried, February  28,  1876,  to  Miss  Sarah  Gertrude 
W heeler,  who  was  born  in  Australia  March  19, 
1858.  Her  parents,  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Ann  (Mc- 
Bain)  Wheeler,  are  both  natives  of  England,  and 
are  still  living  in  Melbourne,  where  the  father  is 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  grain  business.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beauron  have  become  the  parents  of  the  fob 
lowing  children:  Sarah  Josephine,  born  in  Mel- 

bourne, Australia;  Jane  Ann,  born  in  Melbourne; 
Cecelia  and  Bertha,  twins,  born  in  Melbourne,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  Shohola,  Penn. ; Louisa,  also 
born  in  Melbourne;  Peter  Victor,  born  in  Paris, 
1- ranee;  and  Julia,  Mary  and  Agnes,  all  born  in 
Shohola,  Pennsylvania. 

The  family,  deciding  to  come  to  America,  first 
paid  a visit  to  Europe,  traveling  through  England, 
Spam,  Franceand  Portugal,  and  at  Bordeaux.  France, 
took  ship  for  New  York,  arriving  there  in  1888. 
After  one  year  spent  in  that  city  Mr.  Beauron  re- 
turned to  the  wild  property  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
which  he  and  his  father  had  purchased  many  years 
before.  There  the  family  still  resides,  our  subject 
being  now  retired  from  business,  while  he  devotes 
his  attention  to  farming  on  a limited  scale,  still  own- 
ing 430  acres  of  the  original  tract.  While  in  busi- 
ness he  held  membership  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in 
politics  lie  is  independent.  Travel,  and  his  social, 
genial  nature,  have  made  him  an  entertaining  com- 
panion. and  he  is  a stanch  and  loyal  friend,  fond  of 
good  fellowship,  and  devoted  to  those  who  have  his 
confidence. 

PORTER  H.  HUNT,  the  sturdy  blacksmith 
of  Glenwood,  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, whose  merry  anvil  has  rung  in  the  village  for  ten 
tears,  is  a master  of  the  trade,  and  has  followed  in 


the  footsteps  of  his  father,  Stephen  Hunt,  who  a 
generation  ago  was  an  industrious  and  successful 
blacksmith  in  Carbon  and  Luzerne  counties. 

John  R.  Hunt,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years  "and  three  days.  His  family  of  eight  children 
were  as  follows;  Eunice,  wife  of  A.  Sisco,  of  Lu- 
zerne county ; Maria,  wife  of  P.  Snyder,  of  Carbon- 
dale ; Jane,  wife  of  P.  Ailsworth ; Stephen,  father  of 
our  subject;  Robert,  of  Brown  Hollow,  Lackawanna 
county;  Albert,  of  Scott  Valley;  John  L.,  of  Scott 
Valley;  and  Noah,  a wagon  maker  of  Clark's 
Green.  Stephen  Hunt,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  May,  1821.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Carbon 
and  Luzerne  counties  until  he  retired  from  active 
life,  living  in  Mill  City.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. He  married  Margaret  Green,  who  is  yet 
living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  To  Ste- 
phen and  Margaret  Hunt  were  born  the  following 
children:  Maria,  who  married  George  Carney,  of 

Falls,  Wyoming  county;  John  B.,  a miner  of  Win- 
ton;  Porter  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Joseph,  who 
died  young ; Robert,  who  died  young ; Margaret 
Ann,  who  married  George  Pennelton,  of  Mill  City; 
Albert,  a farmer  of  Mill  City;  Bell,  who  married 
John  Walters,  of  Mill  City;  and  Jacob,  a farmer  of 
Mill  City. 

Porter  H.  Hunt,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
White  Haven,  Penn..  January  1,  1857.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools,  and  when  of  suffi- 
cient age  began  working  in  his  father's  shop,  then 
in  Dunmore,  thoroughly  learning  the  trade  under 
his  father’s  supervision.  He  lived  during  his  youth 
in  Luzerne,  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties. 
He  was  married,  at  Thorn  Hill,  by  Elder  Mil- 
ler, to  ’Miss  Viola  McCracken,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Martha  McCracken,  who  lived  in 
Nicholson,  and  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
They  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Henry,  of  Nich- 
olson ; Ella,  wife  of  Nelson  Lowrey,  of  Taylorsville; 
Annie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; 
Viola,  wife  of  our  subject,  born  March  1.  1858; 
Ephraim,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; and  Lillie,  wife  of  F'rank 
Brown,  of  Nicholson. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Perrv,  born  March  21.  1875, 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  (on  October  3.  1899.  he 
I married  Miss  Eva  Benedict,  a native  of  Mill  City, 
j where  they  are  living;  her  parents  died  when  she 
was  young);  George,  born  December  22.  1877: 
Cora,  born  January  18,  1880:  May,  born  March  7, 
1882;  Lillie,  born  February  20,  1884;  Martha,  born 
December  20,  1886;  and  Nellie,  born  October  21, 
1894. 

Mr.  Hunt  began  work  at  his  trade  for  him- 
self at  Flop  Bottom,  where  he  worked  six  months. 
He  then  followed  his  trade  for  three  years  at  B -n- 
ton.  Purchasing  a home  and  a shop  in  1 homas 
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Hill,  he  remained  there  until  1889,  when  he  located 
at  Glenwood,  his  present  home.  Mr.  Hunt  there  pitr: 
chased  a house  and  lot,  and  erected  his  shop.  In 
addition  to  blacksmithing  he  follows  gardening.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  is  an  active  and 
thrifty  artisan,  and  his  labor  contributes  in  large 
measure  to  the  industrial  life  of  the  community. 

H.  W.  GERRITSON,  who  as  a mason  and 
farmer  has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  for  many 
years,  was  born  August  12,  1848,  and  is  a son  of 
William  H.  Gerritson,  who  lived  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  for  some  vears. 

In  early  life  the  father  of  our  subject  was  em- 
ployed as  a miner,  but  after  purchasing  fifty-six 
acres  of  partially  improved  land  in  Springville  town- 
ship, in  1858,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Later  he  sold  that  property  and  moved  to 
Lynn,  where  he  lived  retired  until  called  from  this 
life,  February  8,  1897,  aged  seventy-two  years.  As 
a Democrat  he  took  quite  an  active  part  in  local 
political  affairs,  and  held  several  minor  offices  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  wed- 
ded Miss  Mary  Carlin,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Car- 
lin, and  she  died  October  26,  1898,  aged  seventy 
years.  H.  W.,  our  subject,  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children ; Xettie  is  now  the  wife  of  Calvin  Cornell, 
of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Lydia 
is  deceased ; S.  R.  is  engaged  in  mining  in  Love- 
land, Colo. ; Bertha  is  a resident  of  Lynn ; William 
M.  is  with  the  volunteer  armv  in  Manila ; and  An- 
drew is  a resident  of  Colorado. 

From  ten  years  of  age  H.  W.  Gerritson  has 
made  his  home  uninterruptedly  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  is  indebted  to  its  common  schools  for 
his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
commenced  learning  the  mason’s  trade,  which  he 
has  since  followed  in  Springville  township.  In  1898 
he  came  into  possession  of  fifty-two  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  that  township,  and  has  since  devoted 
a portion  of  his  time  to  farming  and  dairying,  keep- 
ing five  cows,  besides  some  young  stock. 

On  July  4,  1871,  in  Springville  township,  Mr. 
Gerritson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosella 
Brooks,  a daughter  of  John  and  Helen  (Taylor) 
Brooks.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Brown  and 
Hannah  (Spalding)  Brooks,  were  natives  of  New  i 
Hampshire,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  and  took  up  land  in  Spring- 
ville township.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
William  and  Mehitable  (Lyman)  Taylor.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Xew  Hampshire,  but  was  married 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  continued  to  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Sprinville  township  until  his 
death,  March  15,  1882,  when  he  was  sixtv-four 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Gerritson  was  born  March 
22,  1853,  and  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows: William  R.,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Edgar,  a farmer  of 


Brookdale,  same  county;  Jennie,  wife  of  Roscoe 
Compton,  of  Elk  Lake,  Penn. ; Griffin,  a dairv  farmer 
of  De  Kalb,  111.;  Jetta,  wife  of  William  Cappel,  of 
Hyde  Park,  Penn. ; and  Lulu,  wife  of  \\  illiani 
Ward,  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a family  of  six 
children,  namely:  Blanche,  now  the  wife  of  George 
Gesford,  a blacksmith  of  Lynn,  Penn. ; Grace,  a 
resident  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; Arlie,  who  is  working 
at  farming  in  Lynn ; Harry,  a resident  of  De  Kalb, 
111.;  Virgie,  a teacher  in  Springville  township;  and 
Helen,  at  home. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Gerritson  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes 
a commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  at- 
tends and  supports  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  a faithful  member,  and  so- 
cially belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  Xo.  181, 
of  Lynn,  which  he  joined  in  1893 ; since  March  9, 
1897,  both  he  and  his  wife  have  held  membership 
with  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  Xo.  187,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Springville.  Wherever  known  they  are  held 
in  high  regard,  and  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home  none  have  more  or  warmer  friends 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerritson. 

ERWIX  W.  MAXSON,  a prominent  dentist 
of  Forest  City,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Lenox  township,  October  23.  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  (Dowd)  Maxson.  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Rhode  Island,  the  latter  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Xa- 
than  Maxson,  Sr.,  was  also  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
at  an  early  day  became  a resident  of  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in 
1834,  at  a ripe  old  age.  The  maternal  grandfather. 
Isaac  Dowd,  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  through- 
out lifei  Xathan  Maxson,  Jr.,  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Susquehanna  county,  and  when  a young  man 
located  in  Lenox  township,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness career.  He  died  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  his  wife  in  1879.  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Tower  cemetery.  Lenox 
township.  In  religious  faith  they  were  Universal- 
ists  and  Baptists,  respectively,  and  were  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were 
as  follows : ( 1 ) Ezra  was  an  attorney  and  deputy 

government  survevor  in  Texas,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. For  three  months  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Mexican  war  as  one  of  the  Texas  Rangers  and 
was  with  Gen.  Taylor  when  he  captured  Matamo- 
ras.  (2)  Sterling  11.  is  a retired  wine  manufac- 
turer of  Glenwood,  Penn.  (3)  Julia  first  married 
a Mr.  Gile  and  second  a Mr.  Lyman,  and  died  in 
Oregon.  (4)  Eleanor  is  the  wife  of  John  Lord, 
a farmer  of  Lathrop  township.  Susquehanna  county. 
(5)  Erwin  \\  . completes  the  family. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Dr.  Erwin  \V. 
Maxson  began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world 
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|,v  working  for  farmers  and  in  sawmills,  but  lie 
continued  to  make  his  home  on  the  farm  with  his 
mother  and  brother  until  twenty-six  years  of  age. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  married,  in  Harford  town- 
ship, in  1853,  to  Miss  Addie  S.  Peck,  bv  whom  he 
had  one  daughter,  Addie,  now  the  wife  of  T.-  C. 
Manzer,  of  Forest  City.  Mrs.  Maxson,  a native  of 
Vermont,  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
vears,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Tower  cemetery, 
Lenox  township.  Her  parents,  Daniel  H.  and 
Melissa  (Tower)  Peck,  were  also  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State  and  early  settlers  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  her  father,  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, died.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Harford  township.  Dr. 
Maxson  was  again  married  in  Lenox  township,  in 
1874,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Salona  A. 
Millard,  a native  of  that  township.  Her  parents, 
John  and  Lydia  (Harding)  Millard,  were  born  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  at  an  early  day  came  to 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  they 
lived  as  farming  people  throughout  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  By  his  second  marriage  the  Doctor 
has  two  sons : Herbert  E.,  of  Forest  City,  who  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Bell  and  has  two  children — Earold  L. 
and  Herbert  E. ; and  Ralph  W.,  at  home. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  Dr.  Maxson  took  up 
the  study  of  dentistry  with  George  Halstead,  of 
Harford  township,  and  was  in  his  office  at  inter- 
vals for  four  years,  working  in  the  meantime  at 
other  occupations  in  order  to  meet  his  expenses. 
A short  time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  from 
Lenox  township  to  Waymart,  Penn.,  where  he 
spent  one  year,  and  the  following  year  he  lived  in 
Honesdale.  He  made  his  home  in  Scranton  for 
seven  years,  but  owing  to  ill  health  he  returned  to 
Lenox  township.  \\  hen  he  had  sufficiently  recov- 
ered he  removed  to  Susquehanna,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  for 
two  years,  but  the  following  year  was  spent  in  com- 
parative idleness  on  account  of  his  wife's  health. 
After  three  years  at  Hopbottom,  Penn.,  he  was 
again  obliged  to  give  up  business  on  account  of 
illness,  and  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  remained  until  November,  1890,  at  which  time  he 
opened  his  present  office  in  Forest  City.  He  is  a 
good-  dentist  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  trade 
during  his  residence  here.  He  is  very  active  for  one 
of  his  age,  and  Ins  erect  form  and  black  bair  and 
beard  make  him  appear  much  younger  that  he 
really  is.  He  is  strictly  temperate  and  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  Prohibition  party  and  its 
principles.  His  life  has  been  manly,  his  actions 
sincere,  his  manner  unaffected,  and  his  example  is 

well  worthy  of  emulation. 

' 

MRS.  ALMA  II.  W A NICK,  an  honored  and  j 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Dimock  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  comes  of  good  old  New  Eng- 
land stock.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  George 
Bailey,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  there  mar-  1 


ried  Elizabeth  Clark,  a native  of  Connecticut.  Later 
they  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  located  north  of 
Scranton,  being  the  first  settlers  of  Bailey  Hollow, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  cabinet  making. 
The  furniture  that  he  manufactured  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  Bailey  family.  He  died  in  the 
spring  of  1851,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1853, 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles,  at  Waverlv,  then 
Abbington  Center ; Gilbert,  a Baptist  minister,  who 
them  are  now  deceased.  They  were  as  follows : 
Polly,  wife  of  Esack  Franklin,  of  Abbington  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county ; Webster,  a merchant  of 
Abbington  Center.  All  of  the  children  born  to 
died  in  California,  where  his  family  still  reside; 
John,  a resident  of  Benton.  Lackawanna  county ; 
Robey,  wife  of  John  White,  of  Dalton.  Penn. ; Caro- 
line, wife  of  Henry  Calvin,  of  Dalton ; Charles, 
who  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Abbing- 
ton, Penn.,  tut  died  in  Illinois;  and  Olney,  father 
of  Mrs.  Wamck. 

Olnev  Bailey  was  born  in  Dalton.  Penn.,  May 
26,  1817,  grew  to  manhood  in  Lackawanna  county, 
and  received  a common-school  education.  On  De- 
cember 8,  1836,  he  married  Miss  Susan  Tinkham, 
a daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Catherine  Tinkham, 
both  natives  of  Vermont.  Airs.  Bailey  was  born 
June  16,  1818,  and  died  January  12.  1892.  while 
Air.  Bailey  had  passed  to  the  unseen  world  Novem- 
ber 30,  1887.  In  1861  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  spent  their  last  days  in  Dimock  town- 
ship. In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children;  Emily,  born  April  4,  1838, 
died  February  22,  1853;  Hulda,  born  December  7, 
1840,  married  S.  Gregory,  and  died  December  2, 
£873;  Jane,  born  December  23.  1842.  married  A. 
E.  Carlin,  and  died  January  5.  1897;  Aliner  Is...  born 
in  November.  1844,  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war 
and  died  January  22.  1867;  Alma  H.,  born  February 
7,  1847,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Alary  A.,  born 
April  20,  1849.  married  G.  V . Thomas,  of  Dimock 
township,  and  died  October  6,  1895 ; Rosilla.  born 
August  13.  1851,  married  Elias  L.  Titman.  of  Di- 
mock township,  and  died  January  16.  1897:  A. 
S..  born  October  18.  1853.  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume;  Horace  F.,  born  February  8, 
1857,  lived  in  Dimock  township,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 26,  1883:  and  E.  O..  born  June  1.  1859.  makes 
his  home  in  Dimock  township. 

During  her  girlhood  Aliss  Alma  H.  Bailey  at- 
tended the  local  schools,  assisted  in  the  household 
duties  and  in  spinning,  and  later  engaged  in  school 
teaching.  She  first  married  Jacob  Osborn,  of  Dal- 
ton, Penn.,  who  died  in  1898,  but  from  whom  she 
was  divorced  in  1885:  she  then  wedded  Isaiah  Alain, 
of  Dimock  township,  whose  death  occurred  Alarcli 
6,  1889.  Her  third  husband  is  Jacob  F.  W anick. 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of 
Dimock  township. 

Air.  AVanick's  grandfather  was  of  German  an- 
cestry, ami  reared  a family  of  live  children,  namely: 
Henry,  Charles,  W illiam,  Lydia  and  Jacob,  ihe 
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last  named,  who  was  the  father  of  Jacob  F.  Wanick, 
was  born  in  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Penn.,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1820,  and  died  September  14,  1886.  He 
remained  in  his  native  county  and  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade  as  a life  work.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married  Susan  Gilbert,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
sons:  Alfred,  a carpenter  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Jo- 
seph, who  died  young;  John,  a carpenter  of  Jjlooms- 
burg; and  Jacoo  F. 

Jacob  F.  Wanick  was  born  in  Bloomsburg, 
Penn.,  July  12,  1855,  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools  of  that  place,  and  there  learned  the  harness 
maker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  three  years 
in  Danville,  for  two  years  in  Berwick,  and  for  eleven 
years  in  Scranton.  While  located  in  Scranton,  he 
was  married  in  Dimock  township,  and  on  leaving 
that  city  located  here,  where  in  connection  with 
harness  making  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs. 
Wanick  has  thirty-six  acres  of  land  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  They  raise  a large  amount  of 
poultry  and  find  a ready  market  for  all  they  can 
supply.  Politically  Mr.  Wanick  is  identified  with 
the  Democracy:  and  religiously  is  a member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  Socially  he  has  affili- 
ated with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge  at  Springville,  Penn.,  and  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Wanick  are  members  of  the  Daughters  of 
Rebekah,  and  also  of  the  Grange. 

EPHRAIM  KIMBLE,  the  well-known  and 
popular  postmaster  of  Kimble,  is  a leading  repre- 
sentative of  the  business  interests  of  Pike  county, 
being  connected  with  several  important  enterprises. 
Of  excellent  business  ability  and  broad  resources, 
he  has  attained  to  a prominent  place  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  part  of  the  county,  and  is  a 
recognized  leader  in  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Kimble  is  a representative  of  an  honored 
family,  whose  identification  with  the  history  of 
Pike  county  dates  from  an  early  period  in  its  de- 
velopment, his  grandfather,  Ephraim  Kimble,  Sr., 
being  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  northeastern 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
when  a voting  man  located  in  Palmvra  township, 
Pike  county,  but  with  others  was  driven  out  of  the 
county  by  the  Indians.  He  returned,  however,  and 
while  employed  in  a sugar  grove  was  fired  upon  by 
the  Indians  in  ambush,  and  wounded,  but  man- 
aged to  escape  down  the  Wallenpaupack  river,  hid- 
ing several  weeks  among  the  rocks.  He  at  last 
reached  his  friends  in  safety.  He  took  up  land  in 
the  northern  part  of  Palmyra  township  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering,  rafting  much 
of  his  timber  down  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware 
rivers  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  found  a ready  mar- 
ket among  the  ship-builders.  Our  subject  now  has 
in  his  possession  a deed  of  sale  to  the  Manor  of 
Wallenpaupack,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  consisting  of 
12,150  acres  of  land,  which  was  deeded  to  his  grand- 
father and  others  June  6,  1808.  The  earliest  date 


in  this  document  is  November  25,  1748,  when  it 
went  out  of  the  hands  of  John  Penn,  the  younger, 
one  of  the  descendants  of  William  Penn,  the  original 
purchaser  from  the  Indians.  Ephraim  Kimble,  the 
grandfather,  married  Eunice  Ansley,  who  died  in 
August,  1846,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children : Eunice,  de- 

ceased, who  married  Calvin  Pellett,  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county ; Sally, 
deceased,  who  married  Israel  Kelley,  a native  of 
Pike  county;  John,  who  died  in  that  county;  and 
Ephraim,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Ephraim  Kimble  (2)  was  born  April  1,  1808, 
in  Palmyra  township,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
dying  there  September  5,  1874.  He  was  a lum- 
berman by  occupation  and  also  operated  many  quar- 
ries of  Pennsylvania  blue  stone.  When  the  Erie 
branch  railroad  was  built  by  the  old  homestead  the 
station  was  named  Kimble  in  his  honor.  In  Pike 
county  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Killam,  a daughter 
of  Moses  Killam,  a farmer  of  Palmyra  township, 
who  died  in  1861.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Moses  Killam,  a native  of  Connecticut  and  an  early 
settler  cf  Palmyra  township,  though  he  later  spent 
a portion  of  his  life  in  New  York  State.  He  died 
in  1830.  His  father  was  Zadock  Killam,  who  was 
probably  born  in  Connecticut,  of  English  parentage, 
and  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  Pike  county, 
his  cabin  being  near  the  Wallenpaupack  fort — a log 
fort  of  rough  construction  built  for  protection 
against  the  savages.  Mrs.  Kimble  was  bom  June 
8,  1816,  and  died  October  26,  1896.  She  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Sarah,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried O.  Newton  ; Eliza,  deceased,  who  married  New- 
come  Kimble,  a farmer  residing  near  Whitewater. 
Wis. ; Dolly,  deceased,  who  married  a Mr.  Cock, 
a merchant  of  Marshall,  Mich. ; Maria,  who  was 
married  in  Michigan  to  Jerome  Carver  and  now  lives 
at  Medical  Lake,  Wash.;  Charles,  who  died  in  1867 
at  Marshall.  Mich. ; and  Jane,  wife  of  C.  B.  Turner, 
of  Santa  Clara  countv,  Cal.  The  children  born  to 
Ephraim  and  Lucy  (Killam)  Kimble  are  Harri- 
ette,  now  the  widow  of  William  Atkinson  and  a res- 
ident of  Hawley,  Penn. : Newcome,  who  married 
Lucinda  Edwards  and  died  at  Hawley  in  1897; 
George  W.,  a resident  of  Lackawanna  township. 
Pike  county,  who  first  married  Harriette  Baker  and 
second  Elizabeth  Cooper;  Jane,  widow  of  A.  W. 
McKown.  a resident  of  Honesdaie,  Penn. ; Zachary 
Taylor,  who  married  Emma  Kimble  and  resides  in 
Whitewater,  Wis. ; and  Ephraim. 

Ephraim  Kimble,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Lackawanna  township.  Pike  county. 
January  5,  1855,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  vears  he  became  station  agent  at  the  Kim- 
ble station  and  held  that  position  for  sixteen  and  a 
half  years.  In  the  meantime,  on  August  10.  1881, 
he  was  married,  at  Equinunk,  Wayne  Co..  Penn., 
to  Miss  Nora  Holbert.  a daughter  of  William  and 
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Emma  (Pool)  Holbert,  and  two  sons  blessed  this 
union:  Fred,  born  May  24,  1882,  died  at  the  age 

of  eleven  years;  and  Horton,  born  May  23,  1884, 
is  attending  the  graded  schools  of  Hawley.  They 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Gertrude,  born  March 
16,  1892,  and  adopted  July  11,  1894,  at  Alilford, 
Pike  county. 

Mr.  Kimble  is  the  owner  of  over  2,000  acres 
of  land  in  Pike  county,  much  of  which  is  covered 
with  a fine  growth  of  both  hard  and  soft  timber. 
He  oversees  the  operation  of  his  excellent  farm, 
comprising  200  acres  of  plowed  and  pasture  land. 
His  quarries  require  the  most  of  his  attention,  as  he 
does  an  extensive  business  in  Pennsylvania  blue 
stone,  making  large  shipments  both  to  the  East  and 
the  West.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  ice  business, 
having  a pond  that  yields  from  six  to  ten  thousand 
tons  of  ice,  and  cars  are  filled  directly  from  the  pond 
and  sent  to  the  Atlantic  coast  States.  For  twenty- 
one  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Kimble  and  has  served  as  postmaster 
at  that  place  for  twenty-five  years,  being  the  present 
incumbent.  He  has  also  acceptably  filled  the  offices 
of  auditor  and  tax  collector,  and  has  always  given 
his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  a man  of  recognized  ability  and 
stands  high  in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long 
made  his  home.  Those  who  know  him  best  are 
numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen 
in  Pike  county  is  more  honored  or  highly  respected. 

MRS.  HARRIET  SXELL,  widow  of  Orlando 
B.  Snell,  and  in  her  lifetime  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  highly-respected  families  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  N.  Y.,  November  20,  1826.  Her  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Sarah  (Frier)  Devine,  also  natives 
of  that  county,  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1835, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Auburn  township, 
where  the  father  died  August  25,  1840,  at  the  age 
of  forty  years.  He  was  an  excellent  farmer  and 
during  his  residence  here  he  and  Thomas  W.  James 
were  the  only  men  in  Auburn  township  who  owned 
a team  of  horses.  After  his  death  the  mother  moved 
to  Rush  township,  where  she  passed  away  in  August, 
1850.  at  the  age  of  fifty,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  De- 
vine  Ridge  cemetery,  Rush  township.  She  was  an 
earnest,  consistent  Christian,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  her  family  were 
thirteen  children,  but  only  four  lived  to  man  and 
womanhood,  and  of  these  Mrs.  Snell  is  the  eldest: 
Ami  R.  married  Hulda  Isabel,  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  and  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war; 
Michael  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Rush  township; 
and  Samuel  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  Mrs.  Snell's  paternal  grandfather,  Michael 
Devine,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  but  was  only  six- 
teen months  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
America,  and  was  reared  in  Schoharie  county.  X. 
Y.,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  about  1830.  He 


located  at  what  is  known  as  Devine  Ridge,  Rush 
township,  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days.  He 
married  Alary  Stone,  a native  of  Xew  York  State. 
By  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  Airs.  Snell's  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Peter  Frier,  who  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Xew  York. 

Airs.  Snell  accompanied  her  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  She  was  twice  married,  her  first  hus- 
band being  Otis  Ross,  by  whom  she  had  three  chil- 
dren : Sarah  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; 

Oscar,  who  died  young ; and  Juliaette,  now  the  wife 
of  Calvin  Woodruff,  a stonecutter  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.  On  February  4,  1858,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Orlando  B.  Snell,  and  the  only 
child  born  of  this  union,  Charles  H.,  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years.  Air.  Snell  was  born  in  Sanford, 
X.  Y.,  September  15,  1819,  a son  of  Joseph  Snell. 
He  came  from  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  to  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  ccuntv,  in  1861.  He  was  a 
fanner  and  lumberman  by  occupation,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  community,  having  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  either  in  social 
or  business  life.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
1863  in  Company  F,  1st  X.  J.  \ . C.  He  participat- 
ed in  thirteen  important  battles,  and  had  three  horses 
shot  from  under  him.  He  was  injured  by  one  of 
these  falling  upon  him,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Stone- 
man  Hospital,  near  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
died  August  28.  1864,  and  now  fills  a soldier's 
grave.  Airs.  Snell  occupied  the  farm  in  Rush  town- 
ship left  her  by  her  husband,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  ladies  of  the  community  until 
her  death  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Juliaette 
Woodruff,  October  23,  1899,  and  was  laid  to_  rest 
in  the  Beavermeadow  cemetery,  by  the  side  of  her 
son,  Charles  H.  Snell.  Her  home  and  her  horse 
and  carriage  were  bequeathed  to  her  faithful  and 
loving  daughter  Juliaette. 

TOHX  F.  GALLAGHER,  outside  foreman  of 
the  Forest  City  Colliery  and  the  present  popular 
burgess  of  the  borough,  was  born  in  Schuylkill 
county,  Penn.,  October  27.  1858.  His  parents. 
Owen  and  Alary  (Brogan)  Gallagher,  were  natives 
of  County  Alavo,  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  the  X'ew 
World  in  early  life,  being  married  in  Alinersville, 
Schuylkill  Co.',  Penn.  In  1859  they  removed  to 
Scranton,  Lackawanna  county,  where  the  father 
worked  in  the  mines  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  22.  1887,  when  he  was  sixty-seven  years  of 
age.  He  had  come  to  America  in  1840.  The 
mother  also  died  in  Scranton.  June  10,  1886.  and 
both  were  buried  at  Hyde  Park.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church  and  were  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children 
were  Alary  and  Patrick,  both  deceased;  John  F., 
our  subject:  Catherine,  wife  of  Patrick  Malay,  of 
Dunmore,  Penn. ; Owen,  James.  Alartin,  Ellen, 
1 Alichael,  Sarah  and  Edward,  all  deceased. 
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Until  his  marriage  our  subject  made  his  home 
with  his  parents,  but  at  the  age  of  eight  years  lie 
began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  bv  working  in  a 
breaker  at  Scranton,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
employed  in  breakers  and  mines  continuously.  By 
trade  he  is  a carpenter,  and  in  that  capacity  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mines  for  six  years.  He  has  also  been 
a miner  and  connected  w.ith  nearly  every  department 
of  mining,  so  that  he  is  well  qualified  to  fill  liis  pres- 
ent responsible  position,  that  of  outside  foreman. 
Leaving  Scranton  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went 
to  Old  Forge,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years,  and  November  5,  1876,  came  to 
Forest  City,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was 
appointed  foreman  in  1886. 

At  Carbondale,  Penn.,  in  December,  1878,  Mr. 
Gallagher  married  Miss  Maria  Poliren,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children:  Joseph,  John,  Mary  and 
FYancis.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1886,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  \ears,  and  was  buried  in  Carbon- 
dale.  She  was  a native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  a daughter  of  Garrett  and  Mary  (Neary) 
Pohren.  Mr.  Gallagher  was  again  married,  April 
f4.  1895,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Cather- 
ine Shields,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  namelv: 
Catherine  L.  and  Thomas.  Mrs.  Gallagher  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Duffy)  Shields. 

Mr.  Gallagher  is  a man  of  considerable  in- 
ventive genius  and  August  5,  1894,  patented  a self 
car  oiler,  which  is  now  extensively  used  in  mine  cars. 
At  an  early  day  he  realized  the  advantages  of  a 
good  education  and  attended  night  -school  while 
working  in  the  mines.  Being  quite  bright,  he 
picked  up  knowledge  very  readily,  and  is  now  a 
well-informed  man.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
has  been  foreman  of  the  Hillside  Hose  Company 
for  the  past  eleven  years,  school  director  one  year, 
member  of  the  board  of  health  for  five  years  and 
acting  as  president  for  three  years,  and  since  1892 
has  filled  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  borough,  being 
re-elected  each  year,  until  he  was  elected  burgess, 
February  20,  1900,  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  at  Honesdale,  and  the  Catholic  Mutual 
Benevolent  Association  at  Forest  City.  Success  is 
not  measured  by  the  heights  which  one  mav  chance 
to  occupy,  but  by  the  distance  between  the  starting  | 
point  and  the  altitude  he  has  reached ; therefore 
M.  Gallagher  has  gained  a most  brilliant  success 
— a just  reward  of  meritorious,  honorable  ef- 
fort which  commands  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  all. 

MICHAEL  J.  LYNX,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Palmvra 
township.  Pike  county,  is  a native  of  Countv  Mavo, 
Ireland,  and  can  trace  his  ancestrv  back  to  the  tenth  j 
century,  when  William  Lvnn  emigrated  from  Dum-  j 
barton,  Scotland,  to  County  Down,  Ireland.  There  I 


the  family  remained  for  many  generations,  the 
head  of  each  branch  being  extensively  engaged  in 
cattle  dealing.  During  the  religious  wars  in  Ire- 
land the  Lynn  family,  for  their  loyalty  to  the 
Church  of  England,  was  given  a vast  tract  of  land 
in  County  Mavo,  confiscated  from  the  Catholic  own- 
ers. They  were  the  only  Protestant  family  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  when  the  boys  grew  to  manhood 
they  naturally  married  young  women  with  whom  they 
had  grown  up — in  fact  three  brothers  married  three 
Catholic  sisters  by  the  name  of  McDonald,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  day  their  descend- 
ants have  been  stanch  adherents  of  the  Catholic 
faith. 

Michael  Lynn,  cur  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  County  Mayo,  and  there  married  Bridget 
Carey.  He  kept  a tavern  or  country  lodging-house  in 
a wild  portion  of  the  county,  and  during  the  hunt- 
ing season,  huntsmen,  .with  their  packs  of  hounds, 
filled  the  place,  and  scoured  the  surrounding  coun- 
try in  search  of  the  wild  game  that  there  abounded. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  Michael  Lynn 
and  his  wife:  Edward,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Michael ; William;  Frank;  Patrick;  Polly;  Kate; 
and  James,  who  resides  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  is  the 
onlv  one  now  living. 

Edward  Lynn  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  in 
1800,  was  a cattle  dealer  by  occupation,  and  died  in 
his  native  county  in  October,  1895.  He  first  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Langin.  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Mary 
( Malone)  Langin.  and  to  this  union  came  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Patrick,  born  June  12,  1827.  died 
in  Pittston,  Penn. : Catherine  bom  October  17,  1828, 
widow  of  Frank  Manley,  is  a resident  of  Palmyra 
township.  Pike  county;  Mary,  born  November  1. 
1830.  died  young,  in  Ireland:  Bridget,  born  May 
6,  1832.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Madden,  of  Blooming 
Grove  township,  Pike  county;  Michael  J.,  born  De- 
cember 17,  1834..  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch:  and 
Francis,  born  February  27,  1836.  is  interested  in 
mining  in  Helena.  Mont.,  where  he  resides.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  Mav,  1836.  and  the  father 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Alice  Granahan.  bv 
whom  he  had  six  cluldren.  namely:  John,  who  died 
in  Ireland:  Sarah,  wife  of  Patrick  Gilroy,  of  Coun- 
tv Mayo,  Ireland:  Mary,  wife  of  Hughey  Gilroy,  of 
County  Mayo:  Thomas,  who  died  in  Ireland: 
Anthony,  who  also  died  in  that  country : and  Tames, 
who  is  now  living  in  the  old  homestead. 

Michael  T.  Lynn  was  born  in  County  Mayo. 
Ireland,  and  was  ninteen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York,  on 
August  4,  1854.  with  four  nounds  sterling,  or  about 
twenty  dollars.  He  came  to  Hawley.  Penn.,  where 
he  found  work  on  the  coal  dumps,  and  he  was  after- 
ward employed  in  the  mines  at  Pittston.  Penn.  He 
next  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  from  there  removed  to  Chicago.  111., 
where  he  became  a cattle  dealer,  but  as  his  wife  was 
not  satisfied  with  tne  West  he  remained  in  that 
city  only  nine  months.  On  his  return  he  located  on 
the  property  in  Palmyra  township.  Pike  county. 
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which  he  purchased  about  1864  with  his  hard-earned 
livings.  Here  he  engaged  in  cattle  dealing  for 
about"  fifteen  years,  and  then  embarked  in  the  butcher 
business,  from  which  he  retired  in  1896,  and  he 
now  gives  his  entire  attention  to  nis  extensive  farm- 
ing and  lumbering  interests.  In  connection  with 
general  agricultmre  he  is  also  interested  in  dairying, 
lie  has  over  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  much  of 
w hich  is  covered  with  a tine  growth  of  timber,  but 
alio ut  one  hundred  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and 
he  raises  more  grain  than  any  other  farmer  in  the 
coiintv.  On  July  16,  1894,  Mr.  Lvnn  lost  his  house 
and  furniture  by  fire,  and  he  has  since,  at  a cost 
oi  nearly  $10,000,  erected  a beautiful  residence  and 
large  barns,  and  made  numerous  other  improve- 
ments which  add  to  the  value  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  has  most 
capably  filled  the  offices  of  collector,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  and  overseer  of  roads.  Religiously  he  and 
his  family  are  all  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  deservedly  respected  by  all  who 
know  him  as  an  example  of  a worthy  self-made 
man. 

On  April  18,  1858,  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  Mr.  Lynn 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Heley, 
also  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Catherine  ( Bolane ) Heley,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  their  daughter 
Margaret  was  only  five  vears  old.  She  is  the 
youngest  of  their  six  children,  the  others  being 
Mary,  wife  of  Patrick  Lynott,  of  Scranton,  Penn.; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Patrick  Durkin,  of  the  same 
place;  John,  who  was  killed  in  the  South;  Ann, 
wife  of  William  Collins,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  and 
Andrew,  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn  have  become  the  parents  of 
'he  following  named  children;  Edward  John,  born 
l ebruarv  4,  i8;q,  went  to  his  uncle's  in  Helena, 
Mont.,  where  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with 
Spain  he  enlisted  in  Company  I.  First  Montana  Vol. 
Inf.,  serving  in  the  Philippine  Islands;  Michael  H., 
b"rn  July  11,  i860,  was  married,  October  7,  1891, 
Mary  McOuinn  (he  is  in  the  butcher  business  at 
Scranton,  Penn.)  ; Mary  E.,born  December  10,  1861, 
''  "t  home;  Frances  J.,  born  April  13.  1863,  died 
November  18,  1865;  Annie  P..  born  Sentember  23, 
'S<>4.  was  married  April  24,  1889,  to  Eugene  Mavne, 
and  they  reside  in  Wilkes  llarre,  Penn.:  Catherine, 
born  April  13.  1806,  is  at  home;  Joseph  I-'.,  born  De- 
cember 6,  1867,  died  March  22,  1884,  having  been 
accidentally  shot  while  hunting:  Margaret  Eliza- 
beth. born  July  S.  1869,  is  attending  Iloden's  Busi- 
"css  College,  in  Newark,  X.  I.;  Theresa  V.,  born 
March  5,  1872,  is  at  home;  Agnes,  born  October  25, 
'874.  died  May  22,  1880:  Sarah  Y.r  born  June  10, 
187(1,  is  teaching  school  in  1’ike  county:  Lucy  R., 
born  December  11.  1878,  W illiam  E.,  born  Septem- 
ber 22.  1881.  anti  James  Oscar,  born  July  9.  1883.  are 
all  at  home;  Harrv  T.,  born  April  6,  1885,  was 
drowned  August  3,  1S95,  'n  tlic  Paupac  river,  while 
learning  to  swim. 


.MAJOR  P.  L.  NORTON.  As  one  of  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a leading  resident  of  Lanes- 
boro,  deserves  special  mention  in  this  volume,  fits 
prominence  in  business  life  gives  evidence  of  his 
ability  and  enterprise,  and  many  of  the  best  buildings 
in  his  section  were  built  under  his  direction  and 
furnish  lasting  monuments  of  his  skill.  Perhaps  the 
most  interesting  chapter  in  his  long  and  active  life 
is  the  story  of  his  gallant  services  in  the  Civil  war. 
where  he  rose  from  the  rank  of  private  to  that  of 
major,  being  promoted  through  successive  grades 
for  his  courageous  conduct  in  the  field.  He  was 
in  eighteen  hard-fought  battles,  and  on  two  oc- 
casions was  personally  complimented  by  General 
Warren  Crawford  for  his  brave  conduct  and  soldier- 
ly bearing. 

The  (Major  was  born  June  9,  1821.  at  Spaf- 
ford,  Onondaga  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  comes  of  good 
Colonial  ancestry  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines.  Billdad  Barber,  his  grandfather,  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  Moses  Norton, 
his  father,  served  with  the  American  forces  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812,  a cannon  ball  picked  up  by 
him  after  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane,  being  now  one 
of  the  Major's  cherished  possessions.  Moses  Nor- 
ton was  born  and  reared  in  Litchfield  county.  Conn., 
where  he  married  Percy  Barber,  a native  of  the 
same  county  and  daughter  of  Billdad  Barber,  who 
served  four  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
one  of  the  sufferers  at  Valley  Forge.  After  his  re- 
turn from  the  army  our  subject's  father  removed 
to  Spafford,  Onondaga  county.  X.  Y..  where  he 
bought  land  and  cleared  a farm.  In  1848  he  went 
to  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  he  and  his  worthy 
wife  died  many  years  ago.  They  had  ten  children,  cf 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest;  (1)  Loren, 
born  in  1880  in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  married 
Miss  Lydia  Bacon,  of  New  York  State,  and  even- 
tually settled  at  Lanesboro.  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  hotel-keeping  until  his  death.  (2)  Everest 
married  a (Miss  Picket,  and  settled  for  a time  in 
New  York  State,  but  later  moved  to  Eaton  county. 
Mich.,  where  he  died  leaving  a family.  ( 3 ) Harmon 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  where  he  married,  and 
he  and  his  family  joined  with  Joseph  Smith  of  "Mor- 
mon fame,”  in  Susquehana  county.  Later  he  moved 
to  Xavoo,  111.,  and  from  there  to  Salt  Lake  CFy. 
where  he  died  leaving  a family.  (4)  Philo  wa-  born 
in  New  York  State.  Fie  married  a Miss  Cowan  and 
removed  to  Jones  county.  Iowa,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing a family.  (5)  Theda,  born  in  New  York  State, 
became  the  wife  of  Peter  Picket,  of  New  York, 
and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  they  died  leaving  a 
family.  (6)  Esther,  born  in  New  York  State,  mar- 
ried Royal  I’ulsifer  and  settled  at  or  near  Little 
} Meadows.  Tioga  Co..  Penn.,  where  she  and  her  hus- 
I band  died  leaving  one  son.  Newel,  now  a resident 
of  Iowa.  (7)  Amanda,  born  in  New  York  State, 
j married  first  a Mr.  Newton  ot"  Tioga  county.  Penn.. 

who  left  one  son.  Philo  Newton,  now  deceased. 

I Her  second  husband,  a Mr.  Williams,  died  in  Lit- 
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tie  Meadows,  Penn.,  leaving  a number  of  sons,  now 
scattered.  (8)  Erastus  was  born  and  reared  in 
Onondaga  county,  X.  Y.,  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  on  a farm  there.  He  died  leaving  several 
children,  who  still  reside  in  that  county.  (9)  .Bird, 
born  in  New  York  State,  married  and  moved  to 
Iowa.  He  enlisted  in  the  5th  la.  Yol.  Cav.  during 
the  Civil  war  and  died  of  wounds  received  at  Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. 

As  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  schools  near 
the  old  homestead  in  Onondaga  county,  and  he  also 
took  a course  in  Homer  Academy,  in  Cortland  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated.  He  became  a success- 
ful teacher,  spending  twelve  years  in  that  work 
in  New  York  State  and  Michigan.  He  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  in  early  manhood.  In  1844  he 
married  a Miss  Sarah  Thayer,  of  Skaneateles,  N. 
Y.,  the  daughter  of  Sanford  Thayer,  and  a member 
of  an  old  and  highly  respected  family  of  Connect- 
icut and  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.  For  about  a year 
they  resided  in  Michigan,  and  in  1852  they  removed 
to  Lanesboro,  where  our  subject  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a carpenter  and  joiner,  but  his  work  was 
interrupted  in  1861  by  his  enlistment  under  the 
three-months’  call  in  Company  K,  6th  Penn.  Re- 
serves. At  Camp  Curtin  the  regiment  enlisted  for 
three  years,  being  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Washington  in  May,  1861.  At  his  first 
engagement,  December  20,  1861,  at  Drainsville, 
Va.,  the  enemy  was  defeated  with  heavy  losses, 
and  while  there  his  company  elected  him  first  ser- 
geant. In  December,  1862,  he  was  wounded  in 
the  hip  at  Fredericksburg  and  captured,  and  the 
next  three  months  were  spent  in  Libby  prison.  The 
hardships  and  privations  endured  there  so  reduced 
his  strength  that  he  was  sent  to  a hospital  at  Annap- 
olis after  his  exchange.  On  his  return  to  his  regi- 
ment he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commissary 
sergeant,  as  he  was  not  able  to  perform  the  duties 
of  post  sergeant,  and  as  such  he  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Mine  Run,  Peebles  Farm,  Spottsyl- 
vania  C.  H.,  North  Anna,  and  other  battles.  His 
term  having  expired  in  May,  1864,  he  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  the  end  of  its  term,  but  in 
the  meantime  (December,  1863),  re-enlisted  as  a 
veteran,  and  when  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were 
mustered  out  in  May,  1864,  the  veterans  were  con- 
solidated into  two  regiments,  numbered  190  and  191. 
He  was  apppointed  first  lieutenant  of  Company  E, 
191st  P.  V.  I.,  on  June  6,  1864,  and  promoted  to 
captain  in  August  following.  He  was  again  wound- 
ed while  on  picket  duty.  While  in  hospital  both 
the  190th  and  191st  were  captured  at  Weldon  R. 
R.  On  his  return  he  took  command  of  four  com- 
panies, and  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run  he  hail 
command  of  the  regiment  as  senior-captain.  He 
was  engaged  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  around  Petersburg,  and  in  February,  1865.  was 
engaged  in  the  Weldon  R.  R.  raid.  His  regiment 
was  in  the  5th  Corps  under  Gen.  Warren.  From 
that  time  he  was  constantly  engaged  in  fighting, 
the  severest  battles  being  at  Hatcher's  Run,  White 


Oaks  Road,  Gravelly  Run,  and  Five  Forks,  where 
Gen.  Warren  was  relieved  of  his. command.  Here  the 
Major  earned  and  received  brevet  honors.  With  four 
men  he  captured  a redoubt  of  eighteen  men  with  their 
guns,  marching  them  in  as  prisoners.  The  battle  of 
Five  Forks  occurred  on  April  1,  1865,  and  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  7,000  prisoners,  of  which  the  above 
mentioned  were  the  first  taken.  In  recognition  of  his 
bravery  and  gallant  conduct  in  this  battle  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  brevet  major  of  United 
States  Volunteers.  On  Aprd  9,  1865.  he  was  en- 
gaged at  Appomatox,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee  which  ended  the  war.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  Independent,  and  he  has  held  all  the 
offices  in  the  township,  serving  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  fifteen  years. 

Mrs.  Norton,  who  has  been  for  more  than  fifty 
years  an  efficient  aid  to  her  husband  in  his  enter- 
prises, is  a lady  of  culture  and  public  spirit,  and  her 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  Union  cause  was 
shown  in  her  assumption  of  all  the  responsibilities 
and  cares  of  the  home  during  the  Major’s  long  ab- 
sence at  the  front.  Of  their  four  children  all  have 
been  educated  in  the  schools  of  Susquehanna : ( 1 ) 
Leander,  who  was  born  in  Michigan,  taught  school 
successfully  for  a number  of  terms  and  is  now  a car- 
penter in  Susquehanna.  He  is  not  married.  (2) 
Lenora,  born  in  New  York  State,  married  first 
Jason  Morse,  of  Jackson,  who  died  in  Lanesboro, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Mabel,  now  the  wife  of 
Dwight  Twain,  of  Binghamton.  X.  Y.  Mrs.  Morse 
later  married  Frank  Whitmarsh,  now  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  EtheL 
(3)  Flora,  twin  of  Lenora,  married  Dexter  S.  Car- 
penter, of  Harford,  since  moved  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  held  a lucrative  position  as  cashier  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  S.  S.  Co.  Mrs.  Carpenter  died  in 
1896,  leaving  one  daughter,  Caro.  ( 4 ) Andrew,  born 
in  Susquehanna  in  1854,  went  to  California  in  early 
manhood.  For  some  years  he  was  principal  of  a 
school,  and  he  is  now  located  at  Monteroy.as  man- 
ager of  a steamship  company.  He  married  a Miss 
Berry,  now  deceased. 

JACOB  W.  PALMER,  a retired  farmer  of 
Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  has  by  shrewd 
judgment,  excellent  management,  untiring  industry, 
and  fair  business  transactions,  acquired  sufficient 
property  to  enable  him  now,  in  his  declining  years, 
to  give  up  business  cares,  and  enjoy  the  results  of 
his  former  labors. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co.. 
X.  Y.,  May  9,  1837,  a son  of  James  and  Hulda 
(Morris')  Palmer,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Xew 
York,  respectively.  The  father,  who  was  a team- 
ster by  occupation,  died  at  Deposit.  X.  Y.,  in  May, 
1857,  aged  forty-eight  years,  the  mother  in  Dela- 
ware county.  X.  Y.,  in  1878,  aged  sixty.  In  their 
familv  were  the  following  children:  Helen,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Martin;  Emma,  wife  of  Peter  I’ulver, 
of  Trout  Creek,  X".  Y. ; Jacob  \V.,  our  subject; 
Rise,  deceased ; Martha,  wife  of  Alexander  Lock- 
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wood,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Rosalie,  wife  of 
George  Darling,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y. ; and 
Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Mackey,  of  the  same  county. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jonathan 
Palmer,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a carpen- 
ter by  trade,  while  the  maternal  grandparents,  Ja- 
cob and  Triphena  Vorris,  were  natives  of  Germany. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  Jacob  W.  Palmer 
commenced  his  business  career  as  a teamster,  and 
was  thus  employed  until  1856,  when  he  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  there  worked  as  a farm 
hand  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  In  August, 
1862,  he  joined  the  boys  in  blue  as  a member  of 
Company  H,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Casper  W. 
Tyler,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  for  three  years  at  Montrose,  Penn.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg  and  Mine  Run.  At  the  last 
named  engagement,  November  27,  1863,  Mr.  Palm- 
er was  shot  through  the  right  thigh  by  two  buck 
shots  and  a minie  ball,  and  after  spending  one  night 
in  the  field  hospital  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  but  it  was  a week  before  his  wound 
was  properly  dressed.  He  remained  in  the  hospital 
for  thirteen  months,  and  for  eight  months  of  that 
time  was  confined  to  his  bed.  On  being  discharged 
from  the  hospital,  he  was  on  wagon  watch  for  the 
government  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  drove  a 
government  team  until  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  in  June,  1865. 

On  September  16,  1857,  in  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Palmer  married  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Stockholm,  and  they  now  have  a family  of 
six  children,  namely:  William  J.,  of  Sidney,  N.  Y., 
married  Ida  Robertson  and  has  four  children — 
Floyd,  Erie,  Guy  and  Bessie ; Walter,  of  Michigan, 
married  Agnes  Rowe,  and  has  six  children — Isey, 
Charles,  Rise,  Selena,  Nettie  and  Alice;  Charles, 
living  in  Franklin  Forks,  married  Minerva  De- 
pew, and  has  four  children — Halsey,  Byron,  Keron 
and  Selma;  Frederick,  of  Lestershire,  N.  Y., 
married  Cora  Gonsalus,  and  has  one  daughter — 
Ethel ; Albert,  of  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  married  Louella 
Ackerman ; and  Ernest  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
X.  Y.,-  September  16,  1839,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Charlotte  (Brown)  Stockholm,  also  natives  of 
that  county.  They  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  \ 
in  1850,  and  in  1852  took  up  their  residence  upon 
the  farm  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
I ’enn.,  where  their  son  George  Perry  now  resides. 
I he  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
throughout  life,  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  former  died  in  October, 
1878,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  latter  in  April, 
1883,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Lawsvillc  cemetery.  In  their  family  were  the 
* following  children:  Abby  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Maury, 
of  Hallstead,  Penn.;  Rachel  A.,  deceased;  Aaron 


E.,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township ; Sarah  E.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  John  J.,  a merchant  of  Hickory 
Grove,  Susquehanna  county ; George  P.,  a farmer 
of  Franklin  township;  Mary  Ella,  deceased;  Kate 
L.,  wife  of  Gus  Howser,  a confectioner  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Francis  AI.  and  Lottie  E.,  both  de- 
ceased; Henrietta,  wife  of  Nathan  Jones,  a farmer 
of  Aliddletown,  Penn.;  Albert,  who  died  in  Hall- 
stead,  Penn.;  and  Ida  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Aliller,  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.  Airs.  Palmer's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Aaron  and  Alartha  ( Griffin ) Stockholm, 
and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Joshua  and 
Nancy  Brown,  all  of  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 

The  first  year  after  the  war  Air.  Palmer  spent 
in  resting  and  recuperating,  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  having  purchased  a farm  in 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  which  he 
operated  for  three  years,  and  then  retired,  leaving 
it  to  the  management  of  his  son.  He  continued  to 
reside  thereon,  however,  until  1888,  when  lie  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  in  Franklin  township, 
and  sold  the  former  place  in  1897.  He  affiliates  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in 
Liberty  and  F'ranklin  townships  for  three  years 
each. 

GEORGE  BROTZAIAN,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
owning  fifty  acres  of  good  land,  was  born  July  9, 
1830,  in  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  son  of  Samuel  and  grand- 
son of  Jacob  and  Susanna  Brotzman,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, who  died  at  Blairstown.  Jacob  Brotzman 
was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Samuel  Brotzman  was  born  in  Blairstowm, 
X.  J.,  and  was  married,  at  Easton,  Penn.,  to  Aliss 
Eliza  Aloser,  a native  of  that  town,  daughter  of 
George  and  Susan  Aloser,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany.  The  young  couple  took  up  their  residence 
in  New  Jersey,  and  thence  in  1837  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  locating  in  South  Auburn, 
where  they  ended  their  days. 

Their  children  were : George,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch ; Jacob,  a farmer  in  Auburn  town- 
ship; Gabriel,  who  died  young;  Edward,  engaged 
in  farming  in  Wisconsin ; Susanna,  wife  of  Lyman 
Carter,  a retired  farmer  of  Waverly,  Penn. ; Sam- 
uel, a farmer  in  Wisconsin  and  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war;  Isaac,  who  died  at  Annapolis,  Aid.,  of  diph- 
theria, while  a prisoner,  he  too  having  enlisted  in 
the  Union  service;  William,  who  joined  Company 
L,  13th  I’.  V.  C.,  and  was  killed  while  in  the  service ; 
and  Anthony,  farming  on  the  old  homestead  in 
South  Auburn.  The  father  passed  away  in  1890, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  the  mother 
in  i860,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two;  they  were  buried  at 
South  Auburn. 

During  his  boyhood  George  Brotzman  attended 
the  common  schools  and  assisted  his  father,  remain- 
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mg  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  of  age, 
after  which  he  worked  for  other  farmers  until  com- 
ing to  his  present  farm,  in  the  spring  of  1857.  He 
purchased  the  property  from  Nelson  Roberts.  On 
September  12,  185 2,  he  was  married,  in  Auburn 
township,  to  Miss  Adelia  Rump,  who  was  born 
September  26,  1830,  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
daughter  of  George  and  Theodosia  ( Beeman ) i 
Bump,  the  former  of  whom  w’as  born  in  Fishkill, 
N.  Y.,  son  of  Jacob  and  Millicent  (Waterson) 
Bump,  natives  of  England  and  Connecticut,  respect- 
ively, who  died  at  Wyalusing,  Penn.;  Jacob  Bump 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Theodosia  (Bee- 
man)  Bump  was  born  in  Rocky  Forest,  Wyoming 
Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Esther  (Beer- 
ley)  Beeman,  of  Connecticut,  both  of  whom  died  in 
New  York  State.  George  Bump  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1809,  locating  first  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  subsequently  lived  in  Bradford  county  for 
a time,  and  finally,  in  1838,  settled  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  He  passed  away 
April  3,  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  w’as 
interred  in  the  Camptown  (Penn.)  cemetery;  his 
wife,  who  died  December  3,  1880,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five,  is  buried  in  Bradford  county. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows : 
Eovisa,  Mrs.  Isaac  Greek,  deceased ; Isaac  and  Es- 
ther, both  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Adelia,  Mrs.  Brotzman ; Hannah,  Mrs.  Ransford 
Ford,  deceased ; Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four ; 
Aaron,  a farmer  of  West  Auburn  township  (he 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; Jacob,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Dennis  L.,  a farmer  of 
Evergreen,  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brotzman  have 
had  four  children,  namely:  Elmer  P.,  who  is  a 
farmer  of  Foster,  Penn,  (he  married  Sarah  Swack- 
hammer)  ; Harvey  T.,  a farmer  of  LaPlume,  Penn, 
(he  married  H.  Eliza  Warner)  ; Emma  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years ; and  George 
L.,  who  lives  with  his  parents  (he  served  during 
the  late  war  with  Spain  as  a member  of  Company 
G,  Thirteenth  P.  V.  I.)  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Politically  Air.  Brotzman  is 
a Republican. 

This  sketch  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
mention  of  Mr.  Brotzman’s  war  record.  He  enlist- 
ed, in  September,  1862,  for  nine  months,  at  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  in  Company  A,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  First 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged July  29,  1863,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
at  Harrisburg,  Penn.  On  July  1,  1863,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  thigh  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg and  was  taken  to  the  hospitals  at  Little  York 
and  Gettysburg,  being  disabled  for  three  months. 
On  March  18,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  this  time  in  Company  PI,  4th  P.  V.  C.  On 
September  19,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  | 
breast  by  a fragment  of  a shell  and  was  sent  to  hos- 
pital at  Winchester,  Va.,  being  transferred  thence  to 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  he  was  untit  for  duty  for 
about  five  months.  In  October,  1864,  he  was  given  a 1 


twenty-days’,  furlough,  and  in  February,  1865,  at 
Chapin's  Farm,  he  was  transferred  to  Company  E, 
54th  P.  V.  E,  being  detailed  as  stretcher-bearer  in 
the  ambulance  corps  and  serving  as  such  for  two 
months.  In  April,  1865,  he  was  captured,  at  High 
Bridge,  and  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Annapolis, 
Aid.,  where  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  on  May  31,  1865.  Mr.  Brotzman  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Lynch- 
burg, Snicker’s  Gap,  Berryville,  both  engagements 
at  Winchester,  and  the  memorable  Lynchburg  raid, 
when  his  command  marched  600  miles.  His  feet 
were  swollen  and  covered  with  blisters,  rheuma- 
tism set  in,  and  the  long  and  severe  march  would 
probably  have  proved  fatal  to  him  had  it  not  been 
for  the  kindness  of  his  comrades,  who  shared  their 
provisions  with  him  to  . keep  him  from  starving. 
As  it  was  he  was  so  weak  that  they  bid  him  good- 
bye more  than  once,  never  expecting  to  see  him 
again,  but  he  lived  through  all  the  hardships.  lie 
has  engaged  in  farming  since  his  return  from  the 
war,  on  his  place  of  fifty  acres  in  Auburn  township, 
which  yields  him  a comfortable  living.  He  is  highly 
respected  in  the  community,  where  he  is  well  known. 
Air.  Brotzman  has  had  two  rather  serious  accidents : 
On  February  22,  1886,  while  drawing  wood,  he  had 
his  right  leg  broken,  being  incapacitated  for  about 
a year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1892,  while  drawing  wood, 
his  sled  tipped  over  when  he  was  about  a mile  from 
home  and  he  had  his  right  shoulder  broken ; lie  un- 
hitched, however,  and  drove  the  horses  home. 

NOBLE  L.  THOMAS,  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
leading  lumberman  and  agriculturist  of  that  locality, 
owning  a large  tract  of  land  near  Stevens  Point. 
As  a citizen  his  sound  judgment  and  integrity  make 
him  deservedly  popular,  and  his  fellow  townsmen 
frequently  call  him  to  fill  offices  of  responsibility. 

He  was  born  August  26,  1825,  in  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  where  his  ancestors  in  both  paternal 
and  maternal  frnes  settled  in  an  early  day.  Starr 
Thomas,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1798,  and  married  Miss  Annie  Stoddard,  also 
a native  of  that  State,  born  in  1805.  In  1837  he  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  family,  then  consisting  of 
seven  children,  to  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  the  journey  being  made  with  wagons. 
He  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  and  cleared  a 
farm  which  he  sold  a few  years  later  to  our  subject 
and  his  brother.  For  some  time  lie  made  his  home 
in  Hickory  Grove,  where  he  built  a residence,  but 
his  remaining  years  were  spent  with  his  children. 
He  was  active  in  local  politics,  first  as  a \\  hig  and 
later  as  a Republican,  and  for  many  years  lie  and  his 
wife  were  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  their  locality.  He  died  in  1873. 
and  his  wife  survived  him  about  ten  years.  Of  their 
large  family  of  children:  (1)  Murat  settled  in 

Ohio,  where  he  died  leaving  a widow,  formerly 
Miss  Mary  Moore,  of  Oakland,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. They  had  three  children — Charles,  who  re- 


. 

. 

- 

' 

■ 


. 


■ 


■ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1261 


sides  with  his  mother  in  Oklahoma,  and  Oscar  and 
Ruble,  both  deceased.  (2)  Nob;e  L.,  our  subject, 
was  next  in  the  order  ot  birth.  (3)  tvdgar  engaged 
m farming  at  New  Alii  ford,  ana  then  removed  to 
Red  Rock,  but  later  became  interested  in  the  Hour 
and  feed  business  at  Susquehanna,  For  five  years 
lie  followed  lumbering  at  Bethel  Hill,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  timber,  and  he 
afterward  settled  at  Lanesboro,  purchasing  the  Jona- 
than Taylor  property.  His  death  occurred  there  in 
1892.  He  and  his  wife,  formerly  Aiiss  Sallie  A. 
Taylor,  of  Great  Bend,  had  the  following  children — 
Lora,  deceased,  who  married  Le  G.  Benson,  cashier 
of  the  City  National  Bank,  of  Susquehanna;  Ida, 
wife  of  H.  W.  French,  of  Lanesboro,  and  Alary 
and  Emma,  who  both  died  in  childhood.  (4)  Har- 
riet, born  in  Connecticut  in  1829,  married  James 
Ale  Elwee,  of  Ulster  county,  N.  A'.,  and  for  some 
time  they  resided  on  the  Thomas  homestead.  Later 
they  removed  to  New  Alilford,  where  he  died; 
Airs.  McElwee  died  in  Lanesboro  some  years  after- 
ward. They  had  two  children,  Walker,  a railway 
engineer,  who  resided  in  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  and 
Celia,  wife  of  Josiah  Brown,  of  California.  (5) 
Jerome,  born  in  Connecticut  in  1832,  married  Miss 
Alary  Alayo,  of  Great  Bend,  and  is  now  living  in 
retirement  at  Clyde,  near  Chicago,  111.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war  from  New  York  State,  and 
served  to  the  close  of  the.,  struggle.  He  has  two 
children — Flora  Thomas,  born  in  Great  Bend,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Jerrnan,  and  now  resides  in  Clyde, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business;  and  William, 
single,  who  also  resides  in  Clyde,  111.  (6)  Caroline 
died  in  Connecticut  when  five  years  old.  (7)  James, 
h im  in  Connecticut  in  1836,  married  Aiiss  Eliza 
Brown,  of  Great  Bend,  where  they  settled  for  a 
short  time.  He  then  returned  to  Connecticut  for 
a time,  but  later  settled  in  Lanesboro,  where  he  was 
foreman  in  Fulmer’s  tannery  for  five  or  six  years 
and  at  present  he  is  foreman  for  a lumber  firm  at 
Hinghamton,  N.  Y.  He  has  one  son.  Ray,  who  is 
a clerk  in  one  of  the  leading  stores  of  Binghamton. 
<S)  Atarv  A.,  born  at  Great  Bend,  married  Will- 
iam Thompkins,  of  Liberty,  and  died  soon  after, 
leaving  no  family. 

Our  subject  was  educated  chiefly  in  the  dis- 
irict  schools  of  Great  Bend,  and  as  a young  man 
became  interested  in  lumbering.  In  1851  he  bought 
real  estate  at  New  Alilford,  where  he  followed  farm- 
mg  and  lumbering  for  five  years,  and  on  selling 
bis  property  he  removed  to  Hickory  Grove,  where 
be  remained  four  years.  In  i860  he  settled  at 
Ilethel  Ilill.  and  for  eighteen  years  he  was  engaged 
m lumbering  and  farming  there.  In  1874  lie  lo- 
cated in  Lanesboro.  building  a handsome  residence. 
u hich  he  now  rents,  and  since  1888  .lie  has  resided 
at  hi>  present  homestead,  where  lie  has  built  a mill 
and  does  an  extensive  business  in  sawing  lumber, 
lie  is  a steadfast  Republican  politically,  and  lie 
'erved  some  time  as  supervisor,  auditor  and  school 
director,  while  as  justice  of  the  peace  he  gives  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  community.  I lis  public  spirit 


has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  he  is  active  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Alethodist 
Church,  and  has  given  liberally  to  the  support  of 
that  denomination. 

In  1849  Squire  Thomas  married  Aiiss  Pantelia 
J.  Taylor,  who  was  born  at  Great  Bend  in  1833, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality. 
Her  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  came 
from  Vermont  in  pioneer  times,  and  were  among 
the  leading  residents  of  Great  Bend  township.  She 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Alethodist  Church,  a 
consistent  Christian,  and  her  death,  which  occurred 
at  Lanesboro  in  1888,  was  mourned  by  a large  circle 
of  friends.  The  two  children  of  this  union  were 
born  at  New  Milford,  and  died  at  Bethel,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Sidney  F.,  born  in  Alay.  1850.  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Lanesboro,  and  was  a most  promising 
young  man,  taking  an  interest  in  his  father’s  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  work  of  the  Alethodist  Church, 
with  which  he  united  in  boyhood.  Alice  A.,  born 
in  September,  1851,  attended  school  in  Susquehanna, 
and  her  death,  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  cut 
short  a life  that  seemed  full  of  bright  hopes. 

SEBASTIAN  K.  BRONG.  For  four  genera- 
tions the  name  of  Sebastian  Brong  nas  been  promi- 
nent in  life  and  local  history  of  Alonroe  county.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  in  direct  line  of 
descent  from  the  original  pioneer  of  the  name  in 
this  county,  and  each  ancestor  worthily  bore  the 
name  and  added  to  its  honor  and  public  esteem.  Our 
subject  was  a veteran  in  his  country's  service  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  has,  since  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, won  for  himself  a home  and  competence,  and 
gained  a position  of  prominence  and  high  respect 
among  his  fellowmen,  amid  the  scenes  of  ancestral 
historv. 

His  great-grandfather.  Sebastian  G.  Brong,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  in  the  Colonial  days  of  Penn- 
sylvania, accompanied  by  a brother,  left  the  Father- 
land  and  sought  freedom  in  the  New  World.  The 
two  brothers  settled  in  Bucks  countv.  While  there 
the  fires  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle  burst  forth, 
and  Sebastian  took  up  the  cause  of  his  adopted 
land,  and  served  faithfully  in  the  artillerv  depart- 
ment of  the  military  forces.  His  brother  remained 
in  Bucks  county,  where  some  of  his  descendants  re- 
side to  this  day ; others  reside  at  Allentown.  White- 
hall and  various  parts  of  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn.  But 
I Sebastian,  filled  with  the  enthusiasm  and  courage 
1 of  the  pioneer,  migrated  to  what  is  now  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  Alonroe  county,  but  which  was  then 
a part  of  Northampton  county.  Here  he  remained 
through  life,  and  died  leaving  to  his  children  the 
heritage  of  industry  and  integrity,  and  his  remains 
rest  in  the  Reformed  Lutheran  cemetery  near  Gil- 
berts. Monroe  county. 

Sebastian  Prong,  his  son.  the  grandfather  of 
! our  subject,  married  Barbara  Horn.  and.  like  his 
pioneer  father,  remained  in  Alonroe  countv  through 
1 life,  following  the  vocations  of  a farmer.  He  had 
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seven  children:  Adam,  Sally,  Sebastian  (3),  Feter, 
John,  Jacob,  and  Barbara  (.Mrs.  Jacob  Dorsheimer). 

Sebastian  Brong  (3),  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township  in  1804. 
Fie  was  reared  among  the  privations  of  the  agricul- 
tural life  of  his  time,  but  conquered  conditions  and 
became  a citizen  of  prominence  in  the  community 
Besides  engaging  in  farming  he  was  a sawyer,  and 
in  the  surrounding  forests  he  found  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  his  willing  and  effective 
energies.  He  was  a leading  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  held  various  township  offices. 
He  married  Margaret  Kresge,  the  daughter  of 
Philip  Kresge,  a prominent  settler  of  Monroe  county, 
and  to  Sebastian  and  Margaret  Brong  were  born 
the  following  children : Philip,  a bachelor,  living 
with  his  brother,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sally  Ann, 
who  married  Samuel  W eiss,  of  Brodheadsville  and 
is  now  deceased:  William,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Barbara,  who  died  young;  Amelia,  wife  of  William 
Dorsheimer,  a railroad  telegrapher  at  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.;  Angeline,  who  married  Jerome  Mansfield, 
of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased ; Se- 
bastian K. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Lanfer,  a mer- 
chant of  Weatherly,  Penn. ; Elias,  who  married 
Margaret  Motz,  and  is  now  deceased ; Oliver,  who 
died  unmarried;  and  Emma,  wife  of  W'ilson  Kresge, 
a farmer  and  butcher  of  Chestnut  Hill  township. 
The  father  died  February  25,  1879,  aged  seventy- 
five  years;  the  mother  in  1894,  aged  eightv-three 
years,  and  their  remains  rest  in  the  Brodheadsville 
cemetery. 

Sebastian  K.  Brong  was  born  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  S.  Rees  Gerarhart,  but  then  owned 
by  his  father,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  December 
IO,  1841.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted 
March  29,  1864,  for  three  years  in  Company  BfCapt. 
John  Nichols),  51st  P.  V.  I.  He  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war  and  participated  in  twelve  engage- 
ments, including  the  terrible  fighting  in  the  wilder- 
ness, at  Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg, 
etc.  Fortunately  he  escaped  without  a wound,  and 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  Julv  27, 
1865. 

After  his  discharge  he  returned  home  and  there 
remained  until  his  marriage  March  4,  1866,  at 
Sciota,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  to  Margaret  Getz, 
who  was  born  in  Ross  township  June  19,  1842,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Hotter)  Getz, 
and  granddaughter  of  Conrad  and  Margaret 
(Weiss)  Getz.  Conrad  Getz  was  a farmer  of  Polk 
township.  Monroe  county,  and  had  served  in  the  war 
of  1812.  His  son  Henry  married  Catherine,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Hotter,  (who  had  married  a Miss  Richell, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Polk  township).  Henrv 
Getz  was  a merchant  at  Mcllhancy,  serving  for  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  filling  various  other 
local  offices.  He  was  a Hemocrat  in  politics,  and 
died  in  July,  1885,  aged  seventy-four.  His  wife, 
Catherine,  died  in  May,  1893,  aged  eighty-three 


! years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  are  buried  side  by  side  in  the  Brodheadsville 
cemetery.  The  family  of  Henry  and  Catherine  Getz 
consisted  of  the  following  children:  Julia  Ann,  who 
| married  Peter  Young,  and  is  now  deceased ; Marv, 
j who  married  Isaac  Hess,  and  is  now  deceased ; Will- 
| iam,  a farmer  of  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn.,  who  married 
| Sail}-  A.  Mufley ; Henry,  deceased,  Margaret,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Catherine,  who  married  Adam  Praltle. 
and  is  now  deceased ; Lucinda,  who  first  married 
Joseph  Hessler,  and  whose  second  husband  was 
William  Olerwine,  of  Slatington,  Penn. ; Clemenzs, 
who  married  Carolina  Kindt,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Ross  township ; Conrad,  a farmer 
and  carpenter,  who  married  Sophia  Serfass,  and 
who  lives  in  Kansas ; and  Arvine,  who  married 
Samuel  Weiss,  of  Brodheadsville,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

The  children  born  to  Sebastian  K.  and  Mar- 
garet (Getz)  Brong  are  as  follows:  Francis  S.,  born 
I February  4,  1867,  married  Jennie  Irvin  July  6,  1893. 
and  is  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the  Lucerne 
Standard,  Luzerne,  Mo.;  Catherine,  born  Mav  21, 
1868,  was  married  February  22,  1894,  to  James 
Krone,  a farmer  of  Effort,  Penn.;  William  H.,  born 
December  4,  1869,  a Reformed  Church  minister, 
mentioned  below:  George  S.,  born  April  10,  1871. 
a salesman  at  Weissport,  Penn.,  married  Cora 
! Kresge,  May  4,  1894;  Effie  J.,  December  17,  1872. 
formerly  a school  teacher,  married  July  4,  1899,  to 
C ictor  E.  W illiamson,  a salesman  at  Moorestown, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn. ; Arvina  C.,  September  16, 
1874,  died  of  diphtheria  March  28,  1885  : P.  Monroe, 
February  13,  1876,  married  Emma  Bond,  December 
24,  1898,  and  is  a school  teacher  at  home;  Sally  A.. 

J May  22,  1878;  Anna  R.,  January  9,  1881,  died  of 
diphtheria  April  2,  1885;  Calvin,  April  6,  1882.  a 
student  at  Fairview  Academy;  Lillie  A.,  December 
12,  1884,  at  home;  Oscar  S.,  December  27,  18S6. 
at  home.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled 
upon  his  present  fertile  and  well-improved  farm. 
It  was  then  almost  a wilderness,  containing  in  the 
way  of  improvements  a small  house  and  shed.  It  was 
the  old  Hoodmacher  farm,  and  was  purchased  from 
Mr.  Moodmacher  by  our  subject.  Mr.  Brong  has 
demonstrated  that  he  is  a good  farmer.  He  has  not 
only  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  his  broad 
I acres,  led  the  wav  in  modern  methods  of  farming, 

| and  made  reasonable  financial  provision  against  the 
j future,  but  has  been  an  influential  citizen  of  the 
! county,  interested  in  the  causes  which  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  fellowmen.  He  has  served  the  town- 
ship for  two  years  as  supervisor,  and  for  the  past 
three  years  has  been  an  elder  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Rev.  W ileiam  H.  Broxg,  son  of  Sebastian  K. 
Brong,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  is  a young  man 
who  is  devoting  his  life  work  to  the  Gospel  minis- 
try, and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Tannersville  Reformed 
charge,  consisting  of  four  congregations,  viz. : 
Grace  church,  Tannersville,  St.  Mark's  church. 
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\ppenzell,  Salem’s  Church,  Houser  Mills,  and  St.  ; 
"l 'aid’s  Church,  Paradise.  He  was  born  in  Chest-  j 
nut  Hill  township  December  4,  1869.  Until  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  he  lived  on  his  father's  farm  the 
life  of  a fanner  boy.  He  then  became  a student  at 
l'airview  Academy,  Brodheadsville.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  began  teaching  school  in  Monroe 
county,  continuing  for  a period  of  six  years,  procur- 
ing at  the  close  of  his  teaching  career  a teacher’s 
permanent  certificate  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  summer  he  'attended  Fairview 
Academy,  where  a portion  of  the  time  he  assisted 
in  teaching.  In  1893,  he  entered  Franklin  and  Marsh- 
all College  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  to  take  a mental 
scientific  course.  The  following  year  he  took  up  the 
study  of  theology  in  connection  with  his  college 
work  in  the  Reformed  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster,  Penn.,  graduating  in  May,  1897.  Rev. 
Prong  was  elected  to  the  Tannersville  charge  June 
I-’,  1897,  and  was  ordained  August  8,  the  same 
year,  and  during  his  first  two  years  he  received 
ninety-six  new  members  into  the  charge.  He 
publishes  a small  paper  called  Reformed  Parish 
Helper. 

On  January  1,  1900,  Rev.  William  H.  Brong 
was  united  in  holy  wedlock  to  Miss  Clara  H.  Leidy, 
daughter  of  Washington  F.  Leidy,  a merchant  at 
Xew  Hanover,  Montgomery  county,  Penn.  She  is 
a descendant  of  Rev.  John.  Philip  Leidich,  a Re- 
formed missionary  from  South  Holland,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  the  year  1748,  as  an  assistant  to 
Rev.  Michael  Schlatter,  the  first  Reformed  mission- 
ary in  the  United  States.  By  his  earnest  solicitation 
Rev.  Brong  has  procured  a parsonage  for  the  Tan- 
nersville Reformed  charge  and  made  many  needed 
improvements  in  the  churches.  As  an  earnest 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  he  is  achieving  great  good 
for  the  people  of  his  ministry. 

CORNELIUS  B.  DIBBLE,  deceased,  an  agri-  | 
culturist  of  energy  and  ability,  who  made  his  home 
upon  his  farm  in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county, 
from  1872  until  his  death,  October  1,  1899, 
was  born  in  Bovina,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y.,  August 
3.  1835.  His  father,  Cornelius  Dibble,  Sr.,  who 
was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  married  Mary 
Lewis,  daughter  of  James  Lewis,  and  they  became 
die  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Perry,  Jehial, 
W illiam;  Thomas,  Charles,  Noah,  James,  Lewis, 
Delight  Ann  and  Cornelius.  The  mother  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the  father,  after 
surviving  her  several  years,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two. 

Like  most  farmers’  sons  of  his  day,  Cornelius 
Dibble,  Jr.,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  on 
March  14,  1857-  be  married  Miss  E. •McMurrav,  a 
native  of  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.  Her  father, 
George  McMurrav,  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch 
parentage,  and  in  early  life  married  Jane  Miller. 
He  elictl  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  his  wife  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  Their  children  were  Doro- 


J thea,  John,  Jane,  James,  Robert,  Ruth,  Eliza,  W. 
j M.,  George,  Mary  and  Nancy. 

Coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1872,  Mr. 
Dibble  purchased  what  was  known  as  the  John 
Carr  place  at  Preston  Centre,  which  is  beautifully 
located  near  Spruce  Lake,  and  less  than  two  miles 
from  Windwood  on  the  Ontario  & Western  rail- 
road. The  Preston  Centre  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  school  house  are  only  a few  minutes  walk  from 
his  home.  To  his  original  purchase  he  has  added 
other  tracts,  until  at  his  death  he  and  his  son  owned 
233  acres  of  valuable  land  in  one  body.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dibble:  Noah 
A.,  who  died  when  nine  years  old ; George  M. ; 
and  Jennie  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Richard  C.  Tem- 
pleton, a blacksmith  residing  at  Preston  Centre. 

George  M.  Dibble,  the  son,  was  born  July  4, 
1861,  and  when  a boy  of  eleven  years  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Wayne  county.  In 
the  schools  of  Preston  township,  he  received  a fair 
education,  to  which  he  has  added  much  by  reading 
and  observation.  He  has  always  remained  upon  the 
old  homestead,  and  with  his  father  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  the  dairy  business. 
He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  but 
is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of  his 
township,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  jury  com- 
missioner of  Wayne  county.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Moosic  Lodge  No.  400,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Pleas- 
ant Mount,  Wayne  county.  The  Dibble  home  has 
ever  been  noted  for  its  hospitality,  and  the  friends 
of  the  family  are  many. 

JOSEPH  K.  BRUGLER,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Rush  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  he  now  devotes  his 
time  and  attention,  and  is  a man  of  good  business 
capacities,  public-spirited  and  liberal,  and  in  all  re- 
spects a valued  member  of  society. 

Mr.  Brugler  was  born  in  Warren  countv.  N. 
J.,  May  6,  1849.  a son  ot  Samuel  and  Latishia  ( Lina- 
berry ) Brugler,  also  natives  of  that  county,  the 
former  born  in  August.  1821.  the  latter  in  1825. 
In  1859  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Auburn  township,  where 
they  still  continue  to  reside.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children:  Peter  J..  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township:  Joseph  K.,  our  subject;  Jerris.  a 
farmer  of  Fairdale,  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Judson.  a grocer  of  Oliphant.  Penn. : Libbv, 
deceased  wife  of  Henry  Young:  and  Katie,  wife  of 
William  Stevens,  of  Peckville.  Pennsylvania. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Joseph  K.  Brug- 
ler was  passed  on  the  home  farm.  In  Auburn  town- 
ship, he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Angeline 
Crissman,  and  although  they  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  they  have  given  homes  to  four,  three  of 
whom  they  have  reared  to  man  and  womanhood, 
while  the  fourth  died  at  the  age  of  six  vears.  Mrs. 
Brugler  is  also  a native  of  Warren  county,  X.  J., 
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and  is  a daughter  of  Xelson  and  Matilda  Crissman, 
who  were  born  in  Warren  county.  Air.  Brugier 
continued  to  assist  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm 
until  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  for  four  years 
engaged  in  farming  upon  a rented  farm  in  Auburn 
township,  after  which  he  purchased  his  present 
place  in  Rush  township.  To  its  further  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  he  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies with  most  gratifying  results  and  has  become 
quite  well-to-do.  He  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a pronounced 
Democrat  in  politics. 

CHARLES  DOBELMAXN,  the  genial  and 
popular  proprietor  of  the  "Hotel  Lafayette,”  at 
White  Mills,  Wayne  countv,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  that  locality  and  as  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  life  his  history  is  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest. 

Mr.  Dobelmann  was  born  in  Loraine,  Germany, 
at  that  -time  a province  of  France,  and  his  parents, 
Nicholas  and  Magdalin  (Faltoe)  Dobelmann,  were 
lifelong  residents  of  that  locality.  They  had 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  of  the  former, 
three  (Richard,  John,  and  Charles)  came  to  Ameri- 
ca to  reside.  Richard  arrived  in  Xew  York  when 
sixteen  years  old  and  being  ardently  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  he  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army  throughout  the  Civil  war,  but  he  has  not  been 
heard  from  since  the  clo^e  of  that  struggle.  He 
never  married.  John  came  to  Xew  York  in  boy- 
hood, and  was  employed  for  a time  by  Christopher 
Dorflinger  in  his  glass  works  in  that  city.  In  1872 
he  bought  the  business,  and  he  continued  it  on  his 
own  account  until  a few  years  previous  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  19,  1897.  He  married  Miss 
Ada  Lucas,  of  Xew  York  State,  who  survives  him 
and  now  resides  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.  They  had 
no  children. 

Our  subject  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  place  where  he  also  learned 
the  glass  blower’s  trade.  In  1862  he  married  Miss 
Rosile  Girard,  daughter  of  Lerefant  and  Margaret 
Girard,  of  Trance,  and  the  first  seven  years  of  his 
married  life  were  spent  near  his  old  home.  In  1869 
he  with  his  family  came  to  America  and  for  some 
time  he  remained  in  Xew  York  City  working  at  his 
trade  with  his  brother  John.  Later  he  removed 
to  White  AI ills  to  take  a position  in  C.  Dorflinger’s 
Glass  Works  at  that  place,  but  in  1872  he  returned 
to  Xew  York  to  enter  the  employ  of  his  brother. 
In  1879  lie  settled  permanently  at  White  Mills,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  about  seven  years.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1896,  he  purchased  real  estate  near  the 
Erie  denot  and  began  building  a large  hotel.  40  x do 
feet,  with  commodious  outbuildings  and  stables,  and 
this  establishment,  which  is  now  on?  of  the  finest 
hotels  in  Wayne  county,  he  has  named  in  honor  of 
his  famous  compatriot  whose  gallant  assistance 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  will  always  be  re- 
membered with  gratitude  bv  the  American  people. 
The  house  is  heated  with  hot  air  and  is  fitted  up 


with  every  modern  improvement,  while  the  table 
is  at  all  times  supplied  with  the  best  that  the  market 
affords.  Mr.  Dobelmann's  unfailing  geniality  and 
politeness  are  strongly  characteristic  of  his  race,  and 
liis  guests  find  his  jovial  good  nature  infectious. 
His  prosperity  has  -been  well-earned  and  he  mav 
survey  with  satisfaction  the  realization  of  his  earlv 
ambitions.  As  a citizen  he  is  public-spirited  and  al- 
though he  does  not  aspire  to  political  recognition 
he  is  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his  farnilv  are  de- 
vout Catholics  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Church  at  White  Mills. 

His  home  has  twice  been  invaded  by  death,  his 
first  child,  Albert,  having  died  in  childhood,  and  his 
beloved  wife  passed  away  in  October  1897.  One 
daughter,  Roselin,  survives,  bhe  was  born  in  Lor- 
aine, at  that  time  a province  of  France,  and  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  Xew  York 
City.  In  1886  she  married  Air.  George  Conely,  son 
of  James  and  Alary  Conely,  well-known  among  the 
pioneers  of  Honesdale,  where  he  was  born  and 
reared.  For  some  time  after  his  marriage  Air.  Cone- 
ly was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  White 
Mills,  but  in  October,  1897,  he  and  his  wife  removed 
to  the  hotel  to  assist  Air.  Dobelmann  in  its  manage- 
ment. The  family  has  always  been  popular  social- 
ly, and  Airs.  Conely's  mental  gifts  and  culture  have 
made  her  an  especial  favorite. 

JOHN’  ROBIXSOX,  proprietor  of  ‘‘Orchard 
Farm,”  one  of  the  pleasantest  country  homes  in 
Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Bol- 
ton. England,  April  19,  1826,  a son  of  James  and 
Alarv  (Hague)  Robinson,  also  natives  of  England, 
the  former  born  in  Yorkshire.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  namely:  Samuel,  deceased;  Tamar, 
wife  of  Alatthias  Ogden,  of  Dyberry,  now  deceased ; 
John;  Sarah,  wife  of  George  Stearns,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Penn. ; James,  deceased ; Alary,  wife  of  Alar- 
tin  Kimble,  of  Dyberry  township.  Wayne  county ; 
and  Hannah,  widow  of  T.  J.  Thompson,  of  Arling- 
ton. Xeb.  The  mother  died  in  England,  in  1836, 
and  the  father  subsequently  wedded  Aliss  Alary 
Hall,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : Franklin,  a 
well-known  farmer  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne 
county;  and  Susan,  wife  of  X.  Latourette.  of  the 
same  township.  In  his  native  land  the  father  con- 
ducted a store,  but  in  1842  he  disposed  of  his  busi- 
ness. and  with  his  family  emigrated  to  America, 
being  four  weeks  in  making  the  voyage  from  Liver- 
pool to  Xew  York.  Deciding  on  Wayne  county  as 
a location,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Lebanon 
township,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Republican. 

John  Robinson  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  crossed  the  .Atlantic  with  the  family  and  became 
a resident  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  his  literary  education  was  all  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  England.  Here  he  and  his  father  secured 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  which 
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thev  at  once  commenced  to  clear  and  improve,  trans- 
forming the  same  into  highly  cultivateu  helus.  Uur 
subject  is  now  the  owner  ot  a vaiuabie  farm  of  ibo 
acres,  and  m connection  with  general  tanning  he 
makes  a specialty  of  poultry  raising  and  the  drying 
ot  fruits,  Having  upon  Ins  place  a small  evaporating 
house,  in  1896  ne  urted  i,qqo  bushels  of  apples.  Ins 
crop  being  0,000  bushels,  and  tins  brancn  of  Ins 
business  has  proved  quite  profitable,  hie  has  erect- 
ed a comfortable  anu  attractive  residence  upon  Ins 
farm,  large  barns  and  good  outbuildings— in  fact 
the  place  is  one  of  the  model  farms  of  tne  commu- 
nity, supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences  and  ac- 
cessories. 

On  March  17,  1857,  Mr.  Robinson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  M.  Stearns,  who 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Harford  township, 
Susquehanna  countv,  and  is  a representative  of  a 
very  prominent  family,  her  parents  being  Ira  and 
Maria  (Plum)  Stearns,  natives  of  Massachusetts,' 
the  former  born  in  Attleboro,  the  latter  in  West- 
chester. Of  their  eleven  children  only  six  are  now 
living : Alvin,  a resident  of  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county  ; George  W.,  of  Philadelphia ; Mrs. 
Maria  Patterson,  of  Herrick  Center,  Penn. ; Ansil, 
of  Harford  township ; Amanda ; and  Alzo  M.,  a resi- 
dent of  Colorado.  The  family,  always  a patriotic 
and  loyal  one,  was  well  represented  in  the  Civil 
war,  three  sons  being  members  of  the  Union  army : 
Oscar,  who  died  in  tne  service ; Alzo  M.  and  Henry, 
who  died  from  effects  of  wounds  received  in  bat- 
tle. Mr.  and  iMrs.  Robinson  have  four  children : 
James  A.,  of  Seeleyville,  Wayne  county;  Frank  M., 
of  Dyberry  township;  Fred  J.  of  Lebanon,  and  Ma- 
bel F.,  wife  of  Frank  Smith,  of  Dyberry.  Air.  Robin- 
son is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
believing  its  policy  best  suited  to  the  demands  of  the 
nation.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  business  af- 
fairs, has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a comfortable  com- 
petence, and  is  to-day  numbered  among  the  solid  men 
of  Wayne  county. 

WILLIAA1  X.  RUDE,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Wayne  county,  owns  and  operates  a valuable  farm 
in  Clinton  township,  whose  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance well  indicates  his  careful  supervision.  Sub- 
stantial improvements  are  surrounded  by  well  tilled 
fields,  and  there  are  found  all  the  accessories  and 
conveniences  of  a model  farm. 

Nathan  Rude,  Sr.  (grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject), was  a native  of  Norwich,  New  London  Co., 
Conn.,  and  in  the  winter  of  1799-1800  came  with 
his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  at  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  His  son.  Na- 
than, Jr.,  was  born  September  10,  1776,  and  was 
married  October  15,  1798,  to  Aliss*  Rachel,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  William  Purdy,  of  Paupack  township, 
W ayne  county.  Their  children  were : Phoebe  J., 
who  was  born  December  14,  1830,  and  is  now  a 
widow  living  in  Ohio;  William  N.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ; and  Lorain  W.,  who  was  born  April 
-8,  1835,  and  is  a resident  of  Walton,  New  York. 
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In  Alt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  Will- 
iam N.  Rude  was  born  February  15,  1833.  and  in 
early  life  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  seven  years  in  Alt.  Pleasant, 
Penn.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  which  he  operated  for  six 
years,  and  subsequently  for  several  years  he  en- 
gaged in  lumber  dealing  and  farming  111  Paupack 
township.  In  1877,  however,  he  returned  to  his 
farm  in  Clinton  township,  and  to  its  cultivation 
and  improvement  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  with  most  gratifying  results.  The  place 
comprises  294  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which 
he  has  converted  into  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms 
of  the  locality. 

On'  Alarch  22,  1865,  Air.  Rude  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Helen  Fritz,  a daughter  of 
Alandus  and  Christina  (Keane)  Fritz,  both  natives 
of  Bavaria,  Germany.  In  the  Fritz  family  were  the 
following  children : Caroline  (deceased);  Annette, 
wife  of  John  Krug,  of  New  York  City;  Helen  J., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Julia  E.,  widow  of  William 
S.  King,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. ; Alary 
j (deceased)  ; Alargaret  A.,  widow  of  T.  Corbey,  and 
a resident  of  Brooklyn ; Christina,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years ; and  Henry,  who  died  in  in- 
j fancy.  Four  children  bless  the  union'  of  Air.  and 
j Airs.  Rude,  namely:  (x)  Alfred  N.  and  (2)  Will- 
[ iam  EL,  twins,  bom  Alay  7,  1866.  The  former  be- 
j came  a detective  and  was  drowned  in  the  Rock 
I river  at  Janesville,  Wis.  The  latter  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  began  his  education  in  the  local 
schools  and  later  attended  the  Waymart  Academy. 
For  a time  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
| Dreher  and  Clinton  townships.  Wayne  county,  but 
. now  has  charge  of  the  home  farm.  (3)  Francis  X. 
and  (4)  Lenor  AL,  twins,  were  born  June  2.  1870. 
Francis  completed  his  education  in  the  Waymart 
Academy  and  now  assists  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm.  Lenor  AL,  after  completing  her  edu- 
cation at  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School, 
became  a teacher  and  is  now  successfully  following 
I that  profession  at  Sands  Creek,  New  York. 

Reared  in  the  Democratic  party.  Air.  Rude  has 
I always  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  principles, 
and  has  acceptably  served  in  a number  of  official 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  being  postmaster  of 
Farno,  Wayne  county;  overseer  of  the  poor  and  a 
member  of  the  election  board  in  his  township,  and 
treasurer  of  Alt.  Pleasant  township.  He  and  his 
family  are  prominent  and  influential  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  his  son  William  is 
serving  as  clerk  and  trustee.  As  a citizen,  Air.  Rude 
stands  ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolving 
upon  him,  and  the  best  years  of  his  life  have  been 
given  to  the  building  up  and  advancement  of  his  na- 
tive county. 

DAVID  B.  PERRY,  the  well-known  night 
watchman  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  residing  at 
Prompton.  Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  New  York, 
born  in  Alinisink,  Orange  county,  April  14.  1825,. 
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and  is  a son  of  Caleb  P.  and  Esther  (Morse)  Perry, 
natives  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried December  17,  1817.  In  18.29  the  family  re- 
moved to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  located  at 
Prompton,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  also  held  a 
number  of  local  offices.  The  parents  were  both 
earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  knew  them.  The  father  was  born  July 
18,  1795,  and  died  November  2 2,  1S61,  while  the 
mother  was  born  July  28,  1792,  and  died  August  8, 
1875,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Keene's  cemetery. 
David  B.  is  the  youngest  of  their  four  children,  of 
whom  the  others  are  as  follows:  Louisa  and  Lavisa 
(twins)  were  born  December  14,  1818,  and  the 
former  died  June  14,  1835,  while  the  latter  became 
the  wife  of  Asa  V.  Hendrick,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Susan,  born  January  4,  2S20,  married  Amos 
Denslow,  who  died  in  1869,  and  she  died  February 
7,  1893.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Caleb  and  Esther  Perry,  always  lived  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  and  the  maternal  grandparents,  Filo  and 
Rachel  Morse,  emigrated  from  England  and  located 
in  Connecticut,  at  an  early  day. 

David  B.  Perry  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  at 
that  occupation  he  worked  for  a few  years  in  Forest 
City,  Penn.  For  the  past,  thirty-eight  years  he  has 
made  his  home  uninterrupted  in  Prompton,  Wayne 
county,  and  with  the  exception  of  eight  rears  of 
that  time  has  been  in  the  employ  of  'the  railroad, 
generally  working  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co. 
He  continued  to  follow  carpentering  until  1S95  when 
he  was  appointed  night  watchman  on  the  Gravity 
railroad,  and  is  now  capably  filling  that  responsible 
position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  company. 

On  November  27,  1850,  Mr.  Perry  was  mar- 
ried at  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Jane  Burns,  the  Rev.  Father  Griffing  officiating. 
She  was  born  at  Deer  Park,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
October  11,  1829,  a daughter  of  George  and  Jane 
(Drake)  Burns,  the  former  born  at  Little  Scoda, 
near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  at  Forestburg,  Sulli- 
van Co.,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  at  Forestburg 
in  March,  1818,  and  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
before  a death  occurred  in  their  family.  The  father 
died  April  12,  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
and  the  mother,  who  was  born  September  9,  1797, 
passed  away  November  12.  1S83.  being  laid  to  rest 
by  his  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Aldenville.  Wavne 
Co.,  Penn.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  politics  the  father  was  a Demo- 
crat and  by  his  party  was  elected  to  several  local 
offices.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  engaged  in  lumbering,  owning  and  operating  a 
sawmill  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1835,  where  he 
had  about  300  acres  of  timber  land.  At  one  time 
he  was  quite  wealthy,  owning  several  farms,  but 
later  lost  some  of  his  property.  lle  came  to  Wavne 
. county,  I’enn.,  April  1,  1840,  and  spent  his  last 
days  upon  the  old  Collins  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge 


township.  He  served  as  a private  in  the  war  of 
1812.  His  father,  William  Burns,  a native  of  Scot- 
j land,  came  to  the  LTnited  States  at  an  early  day. 
; and  died  on  a boat  near  New  York,  when  going  to 
\ that  city  to  collect  a debt.  Mrs.  Perry's  maternal 
j grandparents  were  Zephaniah  and  Rebecca  (Shontz) 
Drake,  natives  of  Deckertown,  N.  J.,  and  West 
Town,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Their 
deaths  occurred  in  Forestburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  New 
York.  In  the  family  of  George  and  Jane  (Drake) 
Burns  were  the  following  children : Alfred,  born 
August  1,  1819,  is  a retired  farmer  living  in  Hollis- 
terville,  Wayne  county.  Amzi  and  James  (twins) 
were  born  August  26,  1821,  and  the  former  died  in 
j June,  1891 ; the  latter  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
| this  volume;  William,  born  March  21,  1825,  died  in 
' 1827 ; Ira,  born  May  14,  1827,  is  a railroad  machinist 
J in  Kingston,  Penn.;  Rebecca  J.,  born  October  11, 
i 182.9,  *s  the  -wife  of  our  subject:  Sarah  D.,  born 
I April  9,  1832,  is  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Feck,  a farmer  of 
Aldenville,  Wayne  county;  Elsa  A.,  born  July  12. 
1835,  is  the  widow  of  Amilisa  Walter,  of  New 
York  City;  Mary  E.,  born  July  13,  1836,  is  the 
wife  of  E.  B.  Hollister,  pension  agent  and  justice 
of  the  peace  at  Hollisterville,  Wayne  county  ; Harriet 
E.,  born  March  1,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  R.  P.  Abby, 
a merchant  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo. ; and  George 
W .,  born  September  14,  1841,  is  a railroad  engineer 
j of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

To  Air.  and  Airs.  Perry  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Josephine  L.,  born  September  17, 
1851,  resides  with  her  parents.  Alillard  F.,  born 
December  10,  1854,  married  Alargaret  Hoffman, 
and  is  a passenger  conductor  living  in  Lincoln, 
Xeb. ; James  Emerson,  born  July  10,  1857,  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Gravity  railroad  and  lives  at  home: 
David  Alilton,  born  January  6,  i860,  was  killed 
while  at  work  on  that  road  April  23,  1896;  William 
AL,  born  July  21,  1863,  married  Carrie  Co'.e  and  is 
night  watchman  on  the  Gravity  railroad  at  Promp- 
ton; George  B.,  born  Alarch  19.  1867,  was  killed 
February  9,  1890,  at  Honesdale,  by  being  crushed 
between  a building  and  a locomotive : Cora  Elsie, 
born  April  7,  1871.  is  with  her  parents;  Galen  X., 
born  December  27, 1878.  is  a bright, active  young  man 
who  is  learning  telegraphy  at  Waymart  station.  The 
family  are  all  intelligent  and  enterprising,  and  oc- 
cupy honorable  positions  in  life.  By  all  who  know 
them  they  are  held  in  high  regard,  and  they  have  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  throughout 
Wayne  county. 

GEORGE  E.  BAKER,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Dybcrry  township,  W ayne  county,  evidences  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  carries  on  his  business  that 
he  thoroughly  understands  the  vocation  in  which'hc 
is  engaged,  and  success  is  attending  his  efforts  to- 
ward securing  a competency.  Xeatness  and  order 
prevail  upon  his  place,  which  is  managed,  with  re- 
gard to  its  cultivation,  in  a manner  which  reflects 
1 great  credit  on  the  owner. 
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His  grandfather,  George  Baker,  was  a native 
, Connecticut,  and  when  a young  man  removed  to 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  married  Phoebe  Taylor,  also 
a native  of  Connecticut.  He  died  in  1846,  at  the 
;l.,c  0f  sixty-eight  years.  Their  children  were  Ezra, 
uwcn,  Lydia,  Roxana,  Clara  and  Sarah,  all  now 
deceased.’  The  oldest,  Ezra  Baker  (our  subject's 
father ) , was  born  in  Rhone  Island,  February  23, 
1708,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  engaged  in 
business  for  some  years.  Fie  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Bennett, 
also  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Three  children 
blessed  this  union:  Elmyra,  born  March,  1820,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ; and  George  E.  and 
Stephen  are  twins,  the  latter  now  a resident  of 
( iregpn  township,  W ayne  county.  Our  subject  was 
burn  in  Rhode  Island,  May  22,  1822,  and  was  nine 
wars  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Lebanon, 
W ayne  county.  The  father  purchased  a farm  near 
Kileyville,  upon  which  he  lived  for  almost  forty 
years,  and  he  died  March  14,  1884,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years;  his  wife  departed  this  life 
the  previous  August,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 
They  were  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them. 

George  E.  Baker  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Lebanon  township,  which  he  at- 
tended during  the  winter  months,  while  through 
the  summer  season  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
farm  work,  remaining  on  the  old  homestead  until 
f‘  Tty  years  of  age.  He  then  began  farming  for  him- 
M-'f.  and  now  owns  a fine  property  in  Dyberry  town- 
ship. 

At  Rilevville,  January  1,  1846,  Mr.  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Eliza  Lincoln, 
daughter  of  John  and  Millanv  (Huntington)  Lin- 
c"hi,  and  to  them  were  born  five  daughters,  namely: 
''•'trail  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Mark  Van  Deusen,  of 

< tregon  township,  Wayne  county ; Harriette  A.  (de- 
ceased), wife  of  G.  W.  Kimble;  Lydia  T.,  wife  of 

< icorge  A.  Kimble;  Marcia  M.  and  Lucy  E.  (twins  ), 
the  former  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Hamley,  of  Hones- 
dale ; the  latter  the  wife  of  Frank  Kimble.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
September  21,  1873.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr. 
baker  married  Miss  Caroline  E.  Van  Deusen,  whose 
lather,  Henry  Van  Deusen,  was  born  in  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  January  28,  1795.  and  was  there 
married  to  Lovisa  Doble.  His  father,  Isaac  Van 
Deusen,  was  born  in  the  same  State,  April  5,  1767. 
and  died  May  16,  1831.  He  married  Christiana 
Spoor,  who  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  March 
1 1.  1 7G5.  and  died  September  2,  1830.  At  an  early 

ay  Henry  Van  Deusen  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Bern.,  and  bought  a hotel  in  Honesdale.  and  on 
wiling  out  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Dyberry, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased  118  acres  of 
land  and  there  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  August  18.  1808.  His 
"iie  died  December  22,  1879.  They  had  but  three 
children:  Mark,  born  May  4,  1823:  George,  born 


April  3,  1829;  and  Caroline  E.  (wife  of  our  sub- 
ject), born  June  20,  1834. 

Politically  Mr.  Baker  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections 
votes  for  the  best  man  regardless  of  party  ties.  He 
has  been  honored  with  several  offices,  being  school 
director  twelve  years,  township  clerk,  auditor  and 
overseer  of  the  poor.  In  the  estimation  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  he  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
Dyberry  township. 

ORSOX  CASE  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  influential  citizens  of  Clinton  township.  V ayne 
county.  Greater  fortunes  have  been  accumulated, 
but  few  lives  furnish  so  striking  an  example  of  the 
wise  application  of  sound  principles  and  safe  conser- 
vatism as  does  his.  The  store-  of  his  success  is  short 
and  simple,  containing  no  exciting  chapters,  but  in 
it  lies  one  of  the  most  valuable  secrets  of  the  great 
i prosperity  which  it  records,  and  his  business  and 
| private  life  are  pregnant  with  interest  and  incen- 
tive, no  matter  how  lacking  in  dramatic  action — 
the  record  of  a noble  life,  consistent  with  itself 
and  its  possibilities. 

Mr.  Case  was  born  March  11,  1S36,  in  Hop- 
bottom,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  a grandson  of 
Bela  Case,  a native  of  Lyme.  Conn.,  where  his  an- 
cestors located  on  coming  from  their  old  home 
in  England.  Orson  Case,  Sr.  (the  father  of  our 
subject),  was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and  when  a 
child  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Susquehanna  county.  Learning  the  millwright's 
trade,  he  built  many  of  the  mills  now  in  operation 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties in  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  On  October 
6.  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I., 

I and  was  honorably  discharged  January  26,  1863. 
His  death  occurred  March  31,  1876.  He  married 
Ann  Eliza  Smith,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
James  G..who  died  in  1889  : Marcus,  a Union  soldier, 
who  died  in  1885:  Jane  E..  who  died  in  Scranton, 
Penn..  February  11.  1892:  George  \V..  who  was  also 
a soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge;  Orson  T..  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Malvina,  widow  of  Philip  A.  Street,  who  was  killed 
in  a railroad  accident  on  the  New  Jersey  Central 
while  emploved  as  chief  engineer:  Louisa:  Sarah 
A. : Jerome,  a Union  soldier,  who  died  in  January, 
1892:  and  Henry,  who  died  in  1890. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  township  af- 
forded Orson  Case  his  educational  privileges,  but 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  the  school  room  and 
started  out  in  life  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Like  his  father  he  learned  the  millwright's 
trade,  and  for  forty-five  years  he  has  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  both  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  purchased  a farm 
in  Hopbottom,  Susquehanna  county,  which  lie  oper- 
ated for  one  year,  and  since  then  has  devoted  a part 
of  his  time  to  agriculture,  in  connection  with  Ins 
lumber  interests.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most  sub- 
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stantial  farmers  and  business  men  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county. 

On  July  13,  1864,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to 
Miss  Orplna  A.  Alden,  a daughter  of  Ilarnabus 
and  Margaret  (Snyder)  Alden.  Her  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Franklin  Alden,  was  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, whence  he  removed  to  Windsor,  X.  Y.,  where 
his  death  occurred.  Her  father  was  born  in  Berk- 
shire, Mass.,  her  mother  in  Xew  York  State.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : Eliza 
J.,  now  the  widow  of  James  Chafee,  and  a resident  of 
Kansas;  Timothy  P.,  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; Philip 
H.,  of  Kirkwood,  X.  Y. ; Mary  A.,  widow  of  Sher- 
man Chase,  of  Stella;  X.  Y. ; John  C.,  of  Lesterslnre, 
N.  Y. ; Julia  S.,  wife  of  Lorian  Dyer,  of  Portland, 
Ore.;  Slous,  who  died  in  infancy;  Hannah  O.,  who 
died  in  1882,  aged  forty-five  years ; Lydia  A.,  widow 
of  John  L.  Reynolds,  of  Windsor,  X.  Y. ; and  Or- 
phia  A.,  who  was  born  January  14,  1842,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case,  namely:  (1)  Effie  E.,  born 
March  30,  1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Van 
Nan,  an  employe  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  and  they  have  two  sons — Orson  C..  born  De- 
cember 25,  1890;  and  Robert  A.,  born  July  17, 
1895.  (2)  Sherman  A.,  born  Xovember  13,  1869, 
died  March  30,  1873.  (3)  Bessie  O.,  born  Septem- 
ber 30,  1873,  died  October  30,  of  the  same  year.  As 
a Democrat  XIr.  Case  takes  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  local  political  dffairs,  served  as  postmaster 
during  President  Cleveland's  second  administration, 
was  justice  of  the  peace  three  terms,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  election  several  times.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Eastern 
Star  and  Knight  Templars,  and  religiously  he  and  his 
family  are  prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  deacon.  His  ambition  has 
been  to  acquit  himself  of  life's  duties  honorably 
before  all  men,  to  improve  his  capabilities  and  oppor- 
tunities and  to  become  of  use  in  the  world,  and  it  is 
this  spirit  that  has  made  him  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent business  men  of  Wayne  county. 

DAVID  D.  XEWMAN  (deceased),  who  in  his 
lifetime  was  a prominent  agriculturist  of  Ding- 
man  township,  Pike  county,  was  a citizen  whose 
ability  and  worth  won  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  his  community.  At  times  he  was  chosen  to  offices 
of  responsibility,  and  from  1892  to  1895  be  served 
as  sheriff  of  Pike  countv.  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  position  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Newman  came  of  good  pioneer  stock,  and 
his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  were  earlv  settlers 
in  Warren  county,  X.  J.  Joseph  Newman,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Xew  I-rsey, 
whence  he  removed  to  this  section  in  184.2.  locating 
in  Pike  county,  where  he  died  in’  1850.  His  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Howell,  died 
in  New  Jersey,  and  he  afterward  married  a Miss 
Pvers.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  six  children  : 
Levi,  who  married  a Miss  Hoyt ; David  R.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Winters;  Zuba,  Mrs.  John  Albert;  John 


FI.,  our  subject's  father;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Aaron 
Seibring;  and  George  H.,  deceased,  who  never  mar- 
ried. 4>y  the  seconu  marriage  there  were  tour  cntl- 
dren : Susan,  who  died  in  .childhood ; Mary,  who 
married  J.  J.  Smith,  a farmer  at  Bushki.l,  Pike  coun- 
ty; Beckie  (deceased),  who  married  Joseph  Bus- 
ier ; and  Eliza. 

The  late  John  H.  Newman,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Xovember  7,  1826,  at  Hope,  War- 
ren Co.,  X.  J.,  and  came  to  Pike  county  in  1847 
with  his  brother  Levi.  They  settled  upon  our  sub- 
ject's present  homestead,  then  a wilderness,  and  a 
few  years  later  John  H.  purchased  Levi's  interest. 
He  was  a man  of  ability,  and  became  prominent  in 
the  local  affairs  of  Pike  county,  serving  as  com-' 
missioner  in  1881,  1882,  and  1883.  Fie  died  Octo- 
ber 17,  1887,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at  Mil- 
ford. In  1S52  he  was  married  in  Dingman  township. 
Pike  county,  to  Miss  Lorena  Doty,  a native  of  Sus- 
sex county,  X.  J.,  who  died  at  the  present  home- 
stead May  11,  1882,  aged  forty-six  years.  She  was 
a daughter  of  David  C.  Doty,  and  a sister  of  Mrs. 
Wallace  Newman,  of  Milford.  Our  subject 
was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  six  children ; the  next 
three  died  in  infancy,  as  did  the  youngest,  Mar- 
jorie; Mary  J.,  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Walter  F.  Warner,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  Milford  township,  Pike  county. 

David  D.  Newman  was  born  July  31,  1853,  on 
the  farm  whereon  he  had  resided  all  his  life  with 
the  exception  of  six  years,  from  the  fall  of  1S8 1 
to  1887,  which  he  spent  in  "New  York  City  as  fore- 
man for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  The  farm 
referred  to  is  a fine  estate,  and  his  judicious  man- 
agement marked  him  as  a progressive  and  scientific 
farmer.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  the  office  of  sheriff  he  served  in  other  po- 
sitions, having  been  chosen  township  assessor  in 
1880  and  judge  of  elections  in  1897.  For  years  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  while, 
socially,  he  was  identified  with  the  K.  of  H.,  and 
the  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M:  Mr.  Newman  died 

Alarch  25,  1899. 

On  August  24,  1881,  Mr.  Newman  was  mar- 
ried, in  Dingman  township.  Pike  county,  to  Miss 
Louise  Fisher,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sophia 
Fisher,  prominent  residents  of  that  township.  She 
died  January  3.  1890,  aged  thirty  years,  and  her 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Mil- 
ford. Two  children  were  born  of  this  union:  John 
A.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Laura,  who  is  at  home. 
On  January  28,  1891.  Mr.  Newman  was  married 
at  Milford  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Winkler,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children:  Minnie  FI.,  Kittie  M.  and  Louisa 
A.,  all  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Newman  was 
born  in  Guttesburg,  Germany,  a daughter  of  Freder- 
ick Winkler.  Her  father, who  is  a carpenter  by  trade, 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1843.  and  came  to  America 
in  1881  with  his  wife,  Wilhelmina  C.  (Foster),  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  in  1847,  settling  at  Elm- 
hurst, Long  Island.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Adolph  P. ; Max  W.,  a carpenter ; Theodore 
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i i. ; Helen  L.,  who  married  Samuel  Parks,  a mail 
earner  at  Laredo,  Texas;  and  Clara  M.,  wife  of  our 
Mihject;  and  Frederick  B.,  a painter  by  trade,  who 
resales  on  Long  Island-. 

THEODORE  SAYLOR,  postmaster  and  gen- 
eral merchant  at  Saylorsburg,  in  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
,,f  that  place,  where  he  has  passed  all  of  his  busy 
-ml  successful  career.  He  was  born  there  February 

1842,  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah  A.  ( Overpeck ) 
Savior,  who  in  their  day  were  prominent  and  higli- 
h -respected  residents  of  this  part  of  the  county,  and 
it  was  in  honor  of  the  father  that  Saylorsburg  was 
>ii  called. 

.Mr.  Saylor's  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many. and  after  coming  to  America  settled  in  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  killed  when 
his  son  Charles  was  a mere  child.  He  left  a family 
of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom:  Samuel,  the  eldest,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Northampton  county,  where  after  reaching  man- 
hood he  embarked  in  a mercantile  business,  which  he 
conducted  very  successfully  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  then  moved  to  Allentown,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  He  left  two 
children,  since  deceased,  David  O.  and  Eliza  (who 
was  the  wife  of  lawyer  YYolliver,  of  Allentown). 
The  eldest  daughter  married  Jacob  Shaffer,  a farm- 
er of  Brodheadsville,  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  they  both  died,  leaving  seven  children 
— Samuel,  Charles,  Peter,  Edward,  Thomas,  Lehr 
• who  never  married),  and  Sarah  (wife  of  Addison 
Hiaffer,  of  Williamsport) . The  other  daughter  lived 
in  New  York  State,  where  she  married,  and  left  de- 
scendants. 

Charles  Saylor  was  born  January  29,  1807,  in 
Hellertown,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
crew  to  manhood,  after  the  death  of  his  father  mak- 
ing his  home  with  Peter  Heller.  When  about  fif- 
teen years  old  he  came  to  live  in  Hamilton  town- 
'hip.  Monroe  county,  and  from  about  1827-28  until 
1 * .3  (when  his  son  David  took  the  business)  was 
engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1847  he  erected  a 
urge  hotel  in  the  village  of  Saylorsburg,  which, 

■ i>  above  stated,  had  been  named  for  him.  lie  con- 
tinued in  the  hotel  business  for  nineteen  years,  meet- 
ing with  the  same  success  which  attended  him  in  all 
hi<  lui  siness  undertakings,  and  then  retired  to  enjoy 
tne  fruits  of  a long  and  active  life,  honored  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  Knew  him.  Soon  after  coming 
!•'  this  place  Mr.  Saylor  was  elected  justice  of  the 
i cnee,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office 
null  satisfaction  to  all  concerned,  for  a period  of 
t .lirty  years,  a record  which  speaks  louder  than 
wyrds  for  his  trustworthiness  and  thy  confidence 
"hich  was  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens  in 
general.  He  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  men 
■"  the  community,  in  both  business  and  public  mat- 
tvr>.  was  instrumental  in  locating  the  first  post  office 
"1  hi>  section  of  the  county,  and  bv  his  energy  and 
inthience  did  much  toward  the  general  advance- 


ment and  improvement  of  his  village  and  town- 
ship. He  was  widely  known  and  equally  popular 
with  all  classes,  and  personally  he  was  a man  of 
sterling  character,  one  who  merited  the  honors  his 
fellow  men  delighted  to  bestow  upon  him.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Saylor  was  married,  in  1830,  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Overpeck,  of  Flamilton  township,  who  was  born 
in  1812,  in  Northampton  county,  and  came  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry.  Her  parents,  John  and  Sarah  Over- 
peck, were  born  in  1781  and  1774,  respectively,  the 
father  near  Philadelphia,  and  they  had  two  daugh- 
ters: Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Saylor;  and  Anne,  Mrs.  Elijah 
Bush,  who  resides  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county.  Mr.  Saylor  departed  this  life  June  24,  1873, 
and  Mrs.  Saylor  remained  on  the  home  farm  for  a 
few  years  longer,  subsequently  living  with  a daugh- 
ter at  Allentown.  Penn.,  until  her  death,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1896.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  Nit. 
Zion  cemtery.  She  was  a woman  ot  high  Christian 
character,  sincerely  loved  by  her  family  and  a wide 
circle  of  friends,  and  she  was  a devoted  wife  and 
mother  and  a competent  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in 
all  his  affairs.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saylor,  three  now  living,  namely:  (1)  Sallie  A., 
born  in  1831.  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Altemus, 
and  they  moved  West,  settling  in  Janesville.  Wis., 
where  he  died  in  1895.  Mr.  Altemus  was  engaged  in 
stock  dealing,  and  oecame  very  wealthy.  They  had 
seven  children — Charles.  Edwin,  Oscar,  Theodore, 
Emma.  Mona  and  Ida.  (2)  David,  born  in  1834.  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  influential  citizens  of 
Saylorsburg.  where  for  many  years  prior  to  his 
death,  in  1S96.  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  \\  hen  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Stroudsburg  was  organized,  he  was  elected  a 
director,  and  he  continued  to  serve  as  such  during 
his  lifetime.  For  thirty-six  years  he  held  the  office 
of  postmaster  in  his  village,  and  there  was  no  more 
popular  or  beloved  man  in  the  olace.  (3)  John  O., 
born  in  1840,  married  Miss  Sarah  Walton,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Walton,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  seven  children  living — 
Walter,  Theodore,  Hannah,  Hattie,  Mattie,  Ella  and 
Nettie.  They  make  their  home  in  Stroudsburg, 
where  Air.  Saylor  is  engaged  as  a saddler.  (4) Theo- 
dore is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  ( 5 ) Edward  A., 
born  December  18,  1844.  died  young.  (6)  Catherine 
born  in  1847,  died  in  1&12.  (7)  Rachel,  who  died  in 
1878.  was  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Meixell.  and  they  had 
one  child,  Edwin,  who  is  a minister  of- the  Reformed 
Church,  at  present' located  in  Scottdale.  Penn.  (8) 
Edward  A.,  born  October  13,  1851,  is  mentioned 
below. 

Theodore  Saylor  received  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  public  schools  of  his  native  village. 
When  a youth  he  was  placed  in  the  store  as  clerk  tor 
his  father,  later  working  in  the  same  capacity  for  his 
brother  David,  and  finally  became  owner  of  the  es- 
tablishment, in  i860  forming  a partnership  with 
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his  brother  David,  which  lasted  until  the  latter's 
death,  in  December,  1896.  They  erected  a line  home 
in  the  village,  and  always  lived  together,  and  our 
subject  has  since  bought  his  interest  111  the  firm  of 
Saylor  & Ilro.  He  has  also  been  appointed  his 
successor  to  the  office  of  postmaster,  and  as  direc- 
tor in  the  First  National  Dank  of  Stroudsburg. 
Mr.  Saylor  and  his  brother  have  proved  worthy 
descendants  of  their  father,  for  thev  have  taken  the 
place  which  he  occupied  as  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  Saylorsburg,  ana  our  subject  possesses 
unusual  tact  and  ability  in  commercial  affairs,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  the  success  which  seems 
characteristic  of  the  family.  However,  it  is  onlv  the 
just  reward  of  years  of  application  and  energetic 
effort  on  his  part,  and  he  has  a reputation  for  in- 
tegrity and  honorable  dealing  unsullied  by  question- 
able or  underhanded  methods.  He  has  won  a fore- 
most place  among  the  progressive  business  men  of 
the  town  and  county,  and  he  commands  the  respect 
of  his  associates  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

In  August,  1S67,  Mr.  Saylor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucinda  Stocker,  of  Stocker- 
town,  Northampton  countv,  whose  parents,  Rudolph 
and  Mary  Stocker,  were  highly-respected  resi- 
dents of  that  county.  Ihe  young  couple  took  up 
their  home  in  Saylorsburg,  where  they  still  reside, 
and  here  two  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Mary  H.,  in  1868:  and  Charles  E.,  in  1870.  The 
daughter  completed  her  education  in  the  Allentown 
Seminary,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  A. 
Meyers,  of  Wind  Gap,  Northampton  county,  who 
carries  on  a general  mercantile  business ; thev  have 
no  family.  Charles  E.  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Brodheausville  and  Allentown,  and  he  is 
at  present  engaged  as  agent  at  Saylorsburg  for  the 
Lehigh  & Lackawanna  road,  running  a coal  vard 
in  addition  to  attending  to  the  duties  of  that  po- 
sition. 

Mr.  Savior  is  too  much  absorbed  in  business  to 
give  much  attention  to  politics,  though  he  takes  a 
loyal  interest  in  local  affairs.  In  religious  connec- 
tion he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Hamilton,  taking  a deep  interest  in 
Church  affairs,  and  they  occupy  a high  position 
among  the  intelligent  people  of  the  communitv, 
socially  as  well  as  commerciallv. 

EDW  ARD  A.  SA\  LOR.  Monroe  countv  has 
a full  quota  of  live,  energetic  and  perseverng  "busi- 
ness men.  among  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
a well-known  general  farmer  and  dealer  in  railroad 
ties  at  Saylorsburg.  Hamilton  township.  He  was 
born  at  that  place.  October  i?.  1851,  in  what  is  now 
the  "Lake  House." 

Mr.  Savior  grew  to  manhood  at  his  father's 
hotel  in  Saylorsburg.  and  on  June  3,  1870,  at  Nazar- 
eth, Penn.,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Weaver,  by  : 
whom  he  has  four  children:  Emma  M„  Mabel  G’, 
Mamie  E.  and  Helen  \\  . Mrs.  Savior  was  born  at 
Mind  Gap.  Northampton  Co..  Penn..  Februarv  1,  : 
i860,  a daughter  of  John  and  Matilda  ( Mills)  Wea- 


ver, also  natives  of  that  county,  where  the  father 
died  in  June.  1873.  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  be- 
ing laid  to  rest  at  Plainfield,  Penn.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  His  wife,  who  holds  membership  in  the 
Reformed  Church,  was  born  in  1835,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Penn  Argyl,  Penn.  Tneir  children  were 
Mary,  who  died  unmarried  : Sarah,  deceased  wife  of 
Linford  Rapli ; Horace,  who  died  young ; Anna,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Emma,  deceased  wife  of  John  Simp- 
son ; and  Amanda,  wife  of  Horace  Wolf,  a school 
teacher  of  Penn  Argyl.  Mrs.  Saylor's  paternal 
grandparents.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Levers)  Weaver, 
died  in  Northampton  countv.  where  he  had  engaged 
in  the  tanning  business  for  several  vears. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Saylor  went  to 
Stroudsburg,  and  there  served  an  aporenticeship  of 
two  and  a half  years  to  the  saddler.’s  trade,  which 
he  later  followed  at  Allentown,  Penn.,  for  a year 
and  three  months.  Returning  to  Saylorsburg,  he 
engaged  in  the  saddlery  business  until  locating  on 
his  present  farm  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  in  connection  with  farming  he  has 
bought  and  sold  railroad  ties,  the  business  proving 
quite  profitable  under  his  able  management.  At  the 
polls  he  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is 
a Lutheran.  He  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  neighbors,  and  is  regarded  in  all  respects  as 
an  honest  man  and  a good  citizen. 

A.  \ . McCARTY,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Dingman  township.  Pike  county,  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  260  acres,  and  his  energetic  and  scien- 
tific management  has  made  the  place  a model  of 
neatness. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  his  section,  and  Ins  great-grandfather.  Philin 
McCarty,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  a wealthy  land 
owner  in  Pike  county  in  the  early  davs.  Philip  Mc- 
Carty (2),  grand  father  of  our  subject, became  a lead- 
ing farmer  in  Pike  county.  He  was  a corporal  in  the 
Revolutionarv  army,  and  was  shot  through  the 
shoulder  at  the  battle  of  Conasaugh,  or  Death  Eddy. 
He  married  Marie  \ andermart,  and  thev  had  seven 
children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Jacob,  our  sub- 
ject's father. 

Jacob  McCarty,  of  whom  a more  complete  ac- 
count is  given  elsewhere,  was  born  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  in  1801.  and  his  death  oc- 
curred there  in  1867.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
\ an  Auken.  and  had  eight  children:  sons — Uriah, 
Aaron,  John  H..  M illiam  C.  and  Abram  V. ; daugh- 
ters— Caroline.  Sarah  and  Amanda. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  7.  1843,  at  his 
present  homestead,  where  he  has  resided  all  his  life 
with  the  exception  of  ten  years.  During  that  peril  d 
he  rented  the  place  on  shares,  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness elsewhere,  bor  about  eight  months  in  1880  he 
was  employed  on  a construction  train  by  the  Chica- 
go & Northwestern  Radroad  Co.,  and  in  1882  he 
spent  six  months  in  New  York  Citv  in  the  real- 
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estate  business,  but  after  various  enterprises  had 
proved  uncongenial  he  returned  home  in  1S87,  and 
engaged  in  general  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  at  times  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  affairs.  In  1881  he  served  as 
supervisor,  and  the  Mott  street  road,  adjoining  Mil- 
ford, was  constructed  under  his  oversight. 

On  November  1,  1S94,  Mr.  McCarty  was  mar- 
ried at  Dingman's  Ferry  to  Mrs.  Adelia  Roe,  who 
was  born  in  1851,  at  Warwick,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  James  M.  and  Jennie  (Clark)  Roe, 
both  natives  of  New  York  State.  Her  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1853,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-five  years ; her  mother  died  in 
1857,  aged  thirty.  Two  children  survived  them: 
Amelia,  wife  of  W illiam  Smith,  a farmer  in  W arren 
county,  N.  Y. ; and  Adelia,  Mrs.  McCarty.  After 
the  death  of  her  father  Airs.  McCarty  was  taken  to 
the  home  of  her  maternal  grandparents,  William'  H. 
and  Sarah  (Gilson)  Clark,  and  was  reared  upon 
their  farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  Richard  Clark, 
her  great-grandfather  in  tire  maternal  line,  was  a 
resident  ot  that  locality,  and  the  Clark  family  has 
been  prominent  there  from  an  early  period.  Airs. 
AIcCarty  was  married  first  to  Daniel  Roe,  and  one 
daughter  was  born  of  the  union,  Lena,  who  resides 
with  our  subject. 

REV.  B.  F.  LARRABEE,  a Alethodist  Episco- 
pal minister,  now  living- ‘retired  in  Thompson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  faithfully  ministered  to  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  his  people  for  many  years,  and  exert- 
ed a great  influence  for  good  in  the  communities 
with  which  he  was  connected.  Revered  and  beloved 
by  his  own  flocks,  he  also  won  the  honor  and  es- 
teem of  all  others  who  witnessed  his  devotion  to  his 
noble  calling. 

Air.  Larrabee  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Jackson,  in  February,  1836.  His  fa- 
ther, William  Larrabee,  was  born  in  Brattleboro, 
A t.,  September  8.  1801,  and  was  married  in  Octo- 
ber, 1828,  to  Aliss  Louisa  Willard,  who  was  also  born 
in  the  same  place,  in  September,  1807,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Lydia  Willard,  representatives  of  a 
prominent  old  Vermont  family.  At  an  early  day 
Air.  and  Airs.  Larrabee  came  to  Suquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  in  Jackson  township  he  first 
purchased  a tract  of  timber  land.  He  cleared  nine- 
ty acres,  and  transformed  the  same  into  a cood  farm, 
making  many  improvements  thereon.  There  both 
he  and  his  wife  died,  the  former  in  Alay,  1867,  the 
latter  in  September,  1873.  For  some  years  they 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  later  united 
with  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  denomination,  and  tliev 
gave  liberally  of  their  means  to  the  erection  of  the 
North  Jackson  Church,  where  they  worshiped.  Tliev 
were  earnest  and  consistent  Christians,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  all  Church  work.  In  politics  the 
father  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
he  held  a number  of  local  offices.  In  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  six  children,  of  whom 
two,  Frederick  and  Franklin,  died  in  infancy.  (1) 


Lucy  L.,  the  elder  daughter,  was  born  in  Vermont, 
in  June,  1830,  was  given  a good  education,  and 
was  engaged  in  teaching  school  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  Jackson,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1850.  (2)  William  B.,  born  in  Jackson,  in 
1633,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
engaged  in  teaching  for  a number  of  terms  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  married  Nellie  Whitmore, 
ot  iioston,  Alass.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  for  thirty-five  years.  He  died  in  June, 
1899,  his  wife  in  1895.  Their  only  son,  W.  F.  Lar- 
raoee,  married  Alice  Gardner,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
and  is  interested  in  business  in  Boston.  (3)  B.  F. 
is  the  next  in  the  family.  (4)  Lydia  V.,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1S40,  married  Charles  Frazier,  of  Alont- 
rose,  Penn.,  and  moved  to  Kansas,  but  after  spend- 
ing two  years  in  that.  State  they  returned  to  Alont- 
rose,  where  Air.  Frazier  worked  at  the  printer's 
trade.  His  wife  died  in  February,  1865. 

Our  subject  grew  to  mannood  on  the  home 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  and  there  obtained  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  public  and  select 
schools.  In  early  manhood  he,  .too,  successfully  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  a number  of  terms,  in 
Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  counties.  In  No- 
vember, 1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss 
Cynthia  A.  Brown,  a daughter  of  Elisha  and  Alaria 
Brown,  of  Jackson,  the  former  a native  of  New 
York  State,  the  latter  of  Alassaclmsetts.  During  her 
girlhood  Airs.  Larrabee  attended  the  graded  schools 
and  also  Harford  Academy,  and  for  four  or  five 
years  she  was  a popular  teacher  of  Susquehanna 
county. 

On  the  old  Larrabee  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, cur  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  domestic 
life,  and  tenderly  cared  for  his  parents  until  they 
were  called  to  their  final  rest.  He  was  licensed  as 
a preacher  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
1868,  and  his  first  charge  was  at  Hale's  Eddy,  N.  Y. 
He  was  then  transferred  to  Rileyville,  Wayne  Co.. 
Penn. ; later  was  at  Beach  Lake  four  years  ; and  from 
there  went  to  North  Sanford,  N.  Y.  His  next 
charge  was  in  New  York,  where  he  remained 
until  1S99.  in  that  year  retiring  from  the  ministry  on 
account  of  failing  health,  and  taking  up  his  residence 
in  Thompson,  Penn.  Here  he  has  purchased 
two  fine  residences,  and  in  one  of  these,  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
he  expects  to  spend  his  declining  years,  enjoying  a 
well-earned  rest. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Larabee  had  two  sons:  (1) 
Frank  B..  born  December  4,  1861.  obtaained  a good 
education  in  the  local  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
of  Honesdale,  and  married  Bertha  Stoddard,  of 
Jackson,  a daughter  of  Flenry  Stoddard.  Tliev  lo- 
cated on  the  Larrabee  homestead,  where  he  died  in 
July,  18S8,  leaving  a wife,  but  no  children.  (2) 
Arthur  V .,  born  in  Jackson,  in  July.  1869,  attend- 
ed school  in  that  township,  and  was  for  three  rears 
a student  in  the  high  school  of  Honesdale.  In  Tune, 
1893.  lie  married  Isabel  Walker,  of  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alary  Walker,  and  they 
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have  one  daughter,  Emily  L.,  horn  in  February, 
1896.  He  was  general  agent  and  operator  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  railroad  at  Starrucca,  Penn.,  for 
several  years,  and  then  purchased  the  Spencer  grist- 
mill at  that  place,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
operated,  being  one  of  the  leading  young  business 
men  of  the  town. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Larrabee  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  being  a strong  tem- 
perance man,  and  believing  the  liquor  traffic  the 
most  important  issue  before  the  people,  he  now 
supports  the  Prohibition  party,  iletore  entering  the 
ministry  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  school  board, 
and  was  a school  director  several  terms.  He  is  a 
man  of  good  business  ability,  and  so  capably  man- 
aged his  affairs  that  he  now  has  an  income  suffi- 
cient to  supply  himself  and  family  with  every  com- 
fort, and  enable  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  ministers  of  his  Con- 
ference, and  is  very  popular  among  all  people. 

ROBERT  AUGUSTUS  GREEEEY,  who  was 
one  of  the  brave  boys  during  the  Civil  war,  is  a na- 
tive son  of  Wayne  county,  born  near  Bethany,  May 
11,  1835,  and  is  a representative  of  the  same  family 
to  which  Horace  Greeley  belonged.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Olive  (Reed) 
Greeley,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  former  was  born  September  29,  1752, 
and  died  September  25,  1798,  while  the  latter  was 
born  July  23,  1757,  and  died  February  23,  1811. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Nancy,  born  No- 
vember 13,  1780.  married  a Mr.  Scripture,  and  died 
September  9,  1837;  Samuel,  born  July  2,  1783, 
died  August  16,  1861  ; Augustus,  born  December 
27,  1787,  died  August  19,  1843;  William,  mentioned 
below  ; Abby,  born  May  12,1793,  married  Dr.  Elliott ; 1 
and  Robert  R.,  born  April  2,  1797,  died  in  April,  j 
1871. 

William  Greeley,  commonly  known  as  Col.  1 
Greeley,  was  born  in  Wilton,  N.  IT,  May  14,  1790,  ! 
and  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day.  1 
He  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Greeley  & Faatz, 
glass  manufacturers  at  Dyberry,  where  together  they  J 
engaged  in  business  for  ten  years,  starting  in  1829. 
The  plant  had  been  erected  in  1816  by  a company  of 
Germans — Christopher  Faatz,  Adam  and  Nicholas 
Greimer,  and  Jacob  and  Christopher  Hines,  who 
built  it  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  window 
glass.  I11  early  life  William  Greeley  was  a Uni- 
tarian in  religious  belief,  but  later  joined  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  died  in  Dyberry  township,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1869,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Beth- 
any cemetery.  Mr.  Greeley  was  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Jane  Felt,  who  was  born 
in  Milton,  Mass..  August  28,  1792,  and  died  at 
Bethany,  Penn.,  November  8,  1832,  being  buried  at 
that  place.  Abby  E..  born  August  27.  1816.  is  the 
widow  of  Simon  H.  Plumb,  whose  sketch  is  given  be- 
low ; Nancy  S.,  born  October  27,  1817,  married 
Leonard  Graves,  who  died  August  2,  1842,  and  she 
died  April  23,  1842;  Jane  Capon,  born  March  1, 


1819,  married  John  Jenkins,  of  Prompton,  Penn., 
who  died  May  29,  1856,  and  she  died  December 
14,  1893;  Louisa  W.,  born  February  3,  1820,  mar- 
ried Homer  Payne,  who  lives  in  the  West,  and  she 
died  April  1,  1854;  William  R.,  born  November  19, 
1821,  died  November  20,  1877;  Samuel  W.,  born 
September  10,  1823,  died  September  19,  1862;  Da- 
vid F.,  born  March  22,  1825,  died  February  2. 
1827;  Sarah  F.,  born  May  12,  1827,  died  September 
6,  1828;  and  Augustus,  born  October  22,  1832, 
died  October  24,  1832.  For  his  second  wife,  Will- 
iam Greeley  married  Miss  Olive  Messenger,  who 
was  born  at  Plainfield,  N.  H.,  January  27,  1809. 
and  died  October  6,  1886.  Robert  Augustus  is  the 
oldest  child  born  of  this  union ; Edwin  E.,  born 
April  19,  1S38,  died  April  30,  1838;  Augusta  M. 
and  Agibus  (twins),  born  September  2,  1839.  died 
September  22,  1841,  and  September  3,  1839,  respect- 
ively. Williard  E.,  born  August  18,  1841,  is  now  a 
jeweler  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Horace  C.  M.,  born 
October  5,  1843.  ’s  a traveling  salesman,  residing  in 
Syracuse,  New  York. 

Robert  Augustus  Greeley  remained  with  his 
parents  until  they  were  called  to  the  world  beyond. 
At  the  call  of  the  government  for  volunteers  to  aid 
in  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  May  13, 
1861,  under  Capt.  John  S.  Wright,  in  Company 
C,  6th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  July  27,  1861.  On  December  24,  1863. 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  but  the  following 
day  re-enlisted,  under  Capt.  P.  L.  Norton,  Com- 
pany E,  91st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  granted  a thirty- 
days’  furlough,  during  which  he  visited  home. 
He  participated  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes, 
including  the  engagements  at  Drainsville,  Bull  Run. 
South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg, 
but  fortunately  was  never  seriously  wounded. 
However,  he  was  several  times  slightly  wounded, 
often  had  his  clothes  pierced  by  bullets,  and  at  one 
time  a bullet  passed  through  his  beard,  breaking 
his  gun.  The  war  being  over,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  Tune  28,  1865,  and  returned  to  his  home. 
In  the  spring  of  1866.  after  recuperating,  he  went 
to  Susquehanna  depot,  where  he  worked  for  the 
New  York  & Erie  railroad  for  twelve  vears.  He 
then  returned  to  Prompton,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  while  with  him  resides  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Plumb.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  the  G. 
A.  R.,  No.  198,  of  Ilonesdale,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.. 
of  Susquehanna,  while  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  honored  and 
valued  resident  of  the  community,  and  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
| quaintances. 

SIMON  H.  PLUMB,  deceased,  was  born  in 
! Chester,  Mass.,  July  11,  1805,  and  belonged  to  a 
i family  originally  from  Normandy,  which  was 
j founded  in  England  as  early  as  1272.  The  first  of 
whom  we  have  any  record  in  the  United  States  was 
John  Plumb,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
1 Wethersfield,  Conn.,  whither  he  removed  from 
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Watertown,  near  Boston,  Mass.  The  next  in 
direct  line  were  Robert  and  Mary  (Baldwin) 
I'lninb.  of  Milford,  Conn.,  followed  by  John  and 
I.lizabeth  (Norton)  Plumb,  also  of  Milford.  The 
next  were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Bailey)  Plumb, 
Milford,  followed  by  Warstill  J.  and  Rhoda 
(Curtis)  Plumb,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  who  were 
the  great-grandparents  of  our  subject.  The  grand- 
parents, Jacob  and  Prudence  (Powers)  Plumb, 
were  natives  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  but  died  in 
Kingston,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  He  was  born 
March  22,  1751,  and  died  in  1822,  while  his  wife 
was  born  August  24,  1748.  In  their  family  were 
imir  children.  In  his  younger  days  the  grand- 
father was  a sea  captain,  but  later  worked  at  the 
cabinet  maker's  trade.  The  parents  of  Simon  II. 
Plumb  were  Jacob  and  Rhoda  (Plumb)  Plumb, 
natives  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  the  former  born 
March  31,  1776,  the  latter  October  5,  1778.  In 
their  family  were  eleven  children.  In  1800  the 
lather  designed  and  built  the  first  carding  machine 
in  the  United  States.  In  1834  he  came  to  Promp- 
ton,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  September 
17,  1853,  and  his  wife  passed  away  September  17, 
1872. 

It  was  in  1833  that  Simon  H.  Plumb  became  a 
resident  of  Prompton,  where  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  for  many  years  as  a manufacturer 
of  umbrella  sticks.  On  February  6,  1840,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Abbv  Greeley,  an 
1 piscopal  clergyman  performing  the  ceremony. 
She  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  August  27,  1816, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Tane  (Felt)  Greeley. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plumb  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters:  Ellen  J..  born  November  26,  iSuo, 

died  August  29,  1842:  and  Agnes  M„  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1843,  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
M ayne  county  for  twenty-five  years,  being  assist- 
ant teacher  in  the  Wayne  County  Normal.  Mr. 
Plumb  continued  business  in  Prompton  until  called 
t"  his  final  rest,  September  14,  1871.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  was.  an 
upright,  reliable  business  man.  who  commanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  His  widow  and  daughter  now  reside 
" hh  the  former's  brother,  Robert  A.  Greeley,  in 
Prompton,  where  they  have  a beautiful  and  pleas- 
ant home,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 

F.  I.  LOTT,  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
>ntial  citizens  of  Montrose,  now  practicing  at  the 
bar  of  Susquehanna  county,  was  one  of  the  men  who 
'a voted  the  opening  years  of  his  manhood  to  the 
wrviec  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war.  He 
cmisted  at  Scranton.  Penn.,  in  May,  i§d>3.  in  Cotn- 
j'any  F,  30th  P.  Y.  I.,  at  the  time  of  the  threatened 
invasion  of  this  State,  and  was  first  located  at 
' arlisle,  and  on  July  2,  1863,  was  transferred  to 
' hamhersburg,  Penn.,  where  he  did  picket  duty, 
lie  was  in  camp  there  until  mustered  out,  being 
honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg  in  July,  1863. 


after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Montrose. 
Fie  now  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
Grand  Army  circles  and  served  as  commander  of 
Four  Brothers  Post  No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  from  No- 
vember, 1894,  to  January,  1897. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Lott  was 
born  in  Lenox  township,  September  25,  1848,  and  is 
a son  of  Peter  Lott,  who  was  born  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, the  same  county,  July  10,  1807,  son  of 
William  and  Peggy  Lott.  The  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  but  at  the  time  of  the  terrible 
Indian  massacre  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  he  was 
living  there  and  fled  for  safety  to  Clifford  township, 
where  he  cleared  and  developed  a farm,  and  ever 
afterward  made  his  home.  There  Peter  Lott,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  reared,  and  married  to 
Miss  Elsie  Rynearson,  a native  of  Lenox  township. 
Her  father.  Isaac  Rynearson,  was  born  in  New 
I Jersey  of  Puritan  stock  and  spoke  the  German 
j language.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenox 
township,  having  located  there  in  1793,  and  he  took 
up  the  first  land,  called  Rynearson  land,  becoming 
the  owner  of  a large  tract.  Fie  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  township  in  1813,  served  as  its  first  assessor 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county  in  his 
day.  Fie  died  in  Lenox  township  about  1841.  The 
death  of  Peter  Lott  occurred  in  the  same  township 
in  1849.  Flis  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
in  1896,  at  the  age  of  ninety.  Her  entire  life  was 
spent  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  she  was  one  of  its 
early  school  teachers,  conducting  her  schools  in 
private  houses.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs. 
Sarah  Miller,  a resident  of  Lenoxville ; Mrs.  Cather- 
ine Tennant,  of  Luzerne,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.:  Mrs. 
Anna  Hayden,  of  Lenoxville:  William,  of  Clifford; 
Peter,  who  enlisted  at  Scranton  for  three  years  in 
Battery  K,  5th  United  States  Artillery,  and  is  now 
living  in  Clifford  township;  Mrs.  Margaret  Snyder, 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Susan  Steele,  of 
Scranton;  Mrs.  Mary  Wilson,  of  New  York  City; 
and  F.  I.,  of  this  review. 

F.  I.  Lott  was  reared  on  a farm  in  his  native 
township,  and  received  his  primarv  education  in  its 
public  schools.  He  was  provided  with  good  edu- 
cational advantages ; after  attending  the  schools  of 
Lenox  for  some  time  he  was  a student  in  the  normal 
at  Wavmart,  Wayne  county,  for  two  years,  and 
spent  one  year  at  the  Mansfield  Normal.  He  first 
taught  school  in  Wayne  county  and  later  followed 
the  same  profession  in  Lenox  and  Clifford  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county.  In  1874  he  commenced 
reading  law  at  Montrose  with  the  firm  of  Littles  & 
Blakeslee.  the  following  year  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  and  since  April.  1876,  has  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  at  present 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Lott  & Maxey.  His  fel- 
low citizens  recognizing  his  ability,  elected  him 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1878,  district  attorney  in 
1880,  and  to  the  last  named  position  he  was  re-elect- 
ed in  1886.  His  retention  in  office  plainly  indicates 
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that  his  official  duties  were  always  most  capably  and 
satisfactorily  performed.  He  was  district  attorney 
when  the  annex  was  built  to  the  court  house  and  I 
drew  up  the  contract.  He  has  also  served  as  com-  ! 
missioner’s  counsel  for  tne  past  twelve  years  and  i 
enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  Montrose,  in  1878,  Mr.  Lott  was  united  in  | 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Warner,  a native  of  that  1 
place  and  a daughter  of  N.  C.  Warner,  ex-sheriff  of  1 
the  county,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  Emily. 
Politically  Mr.  Lott  is  an  active  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  quite  prominent  socially, 
especially  in  Masonic  circles,  and  is  a member  of 
Warren  Lodge  Xo.  140,  F.  & A.  M. ; Warren  Chap- 
ter No.  180,  R.  A.  M. ; and  Great  Bend  Command- 
ery  Xo.  27,  K.  T. 

LOUIS  GARRATT  McCOLLUM.  an  enter- 
prising young  merchant  of  New  Milford,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  making  an  enviable  standing  for 
himself  in  business  circles.  He  comes  of  honor- 
able ancestry,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the  pa- 
ternal line.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  from 
Scotland  settled  near  Albany,  N.  Y„  during  the 
eighteenth  century  and  engaged  in  farming.  His 
two  sons,  Hugh  and  Alexander,  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  about  1810,  locating  in  East 
Bridgewater,  and  their  descendants  in  this  section 
are  among  our  best  citizens. 

Peter  McCollum, ' our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  1812.  He  married  Harriet  E.  Brew- 
ster, and  had  the  following  children : George  B., 

Edward  F.  and  Mary  E.  George  B.  McCollum, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  June  4,  1S42, 
and  for  many  years  conducted  a store  in  X'ew  Mil- 
ford. In  1876  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  to  reside, 
and  his  death  occurred  there  May  28,  1889.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucia  Garratt,  was 
a most  estimable  woman,  and  a devout  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  She  died  October  15,  1876, 
in  Binghamton,  X'.  Y.,  aged  thirty-three  vears.  Her  1 
family  is  well  known  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  J 
an  account  of  her  ancestry  appears  eleswhere  in 
this  volume.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  three 
children.  (2)  Harriet  married  Charles  PI.  Ainey, 
an  attorney  at  Montrose,  who  is  also  interested  in 
hardware  business.  (3)  Lucia  B.  is  the  wife  of 
H.  A.  Lyons,  a merchant  of  New  Milford. 

Louis  G.  McCollum  was  born  at  New  Alii  ford 
April  13,  1869.  He  received  a good  practical  ed- 
ucation in  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  acre  of  seven- 
teen entered  the  Keystone  Academy,  at  Factoryville, 
Penn.,  where  he  spent  one  year.  On  April  1,  1S90, 
he  purchased  his  present  store  from  an  uncle.  E.  S. 
Garratt,  and  his  thrifty  anti  judicious  management 
has  increased  the  trade  largely.  * In  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
but  lie  does  not  seek  official  honors  for  himself,  his 
business  interests  demanding  his  attention.  On 
November  11,  1891,  he  was  married  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Burns,  a native  of  Great 


Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daughter  of  Por- 
ter and  Marian  (Wilson)  Burns.  Her  father  is 
a prominent  citizen  of  Great  Bend,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business. 

JAMES  SPRINGER,  a well-known  fanner 
and  stock  raiser  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  has  met  with  reasonable  success.  He 
has  brought  his  land  to  a high  state  of  cultivation 
largely  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  and  is  in 
possession  of  a comfortable  set  of  farm  buildings, 
to  which  each  year  lie  adds  something  to  enhance 
the  beauty  and  value  of  the  propertv. 

The  Springer  family  was  originally  from  Ger- 
many, and  the  first  to  come  to  this  countrv  located 
near  Albany,  X.  Y.  There  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  Philip  Springer,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Dorothy  Manderville,  and  later  they  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  Springville  township,  where  he  died 
November  2,  1873,  and  his  wife,  April  24,  1879. 
1 heir  children  were  Maria,  who  married  Daniel 
Mack,  of  Springville  township,  and  died  in  No- 
vember, 1894:  Margaret,  widow  of  Joseph  Ran- 
dall and  a resident  of  Quincy,  111.;  Jane,  wife  of 
Elias  Mack,  deceased ; Philip,  a resident  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  who  died  in  the  Union  service  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war;  Tunis  and  Alvin,  both  deceased; 
Frederick,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah,  wife 
of  Daniel  Bullock,  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county. 

Frederick  Springer  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Springville  township  as  a farmer,  owning  and  oper- 
ating fifty  acres  of  land.  He  cast  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  was  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  married 
Miss  Eliza  Justin,  a daughter  of  Dillis  and  Olivan 
(Newman)  Justin,  and  the  children  born  of  this 
union  were  Tames,  our  subject;  Katie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year : Abbie,  wife  of  David  Christian, 
of  Springville  township;  Minnie,  deceased  wife  of 
Thomas  Brown;  Chancy;  and  Jennie,  wife  of 
Milburn  Oakley,  of  Kingsley,  Susquehanna  county. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1874,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one  years,  and  the  father  departed  this  life 
in  1891,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six. 

James  Springer  was  born  in  Springville  town- 
ship. September  30,  1859,  and  being  reared  in  that 
township,  his  education  was  acquired  in  its  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  began  to 
provide  for  himself  by  working  on  farms  or  in  a 
sawmill,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  entered  a grist- 
mill to  learn  the  trade,  which  he  followed  for  six 
years.  Since  then  he  has  engaged  in  milling  to 
some  extent  in  W yoming  county,  Penn.  In  1879 
he  bought  thirty-four  acres  of  land  in  Springville. 
and  on  selling  that  in  1884  he  purchased  too  acres 
of  unimproved  land  in  the  same  township.  Much 
of  this  tract  he  has  since  cleared  and  placed  under 
cultivation,  leaving  only  seven  acres  of  woodland. 
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In  1885  he  built  thereon  a good  residence,  which, 
together  with  the  other  improvements  he  has  made, 
lias  cost  as  much  as  he  originally  paid  tor  the  land. 
Besides  the  young  stock  and  sheep  he  has  upon  his 
farm,  he  keeps  six  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  and  he 
gives  considerable  attention  to  speculating  in  stock. 

On  December  16,  1883,  in  Springville  town- 
ship, Mr.  Springer  married  Miss  Hattie  Riker,  who 
was  born  April  23,  1865,  a daughter  of  Peter  and 
Eveline  (Oakley)  Riker.  Her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Hiram  and  Lavina  (Miller)  Riker,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Alonzo  and  Caroline  Oakley.  Mrs.  Springer 
is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  five 
children,  the  others  being  Ida,  wife  of  Andrew 
Beckwith,  of  Lake  county,  X.  V.;  Fred,  deceased; 
Eugene,  a resident  of  Penn  Van,  X.  Y. ; and  Sey- 
mour, a stonecutter  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springer  have  an 
adopted  son,  Robert  Springer,  who  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  their  household  for  the  past  six  years,  and 
is  being  reared  as  their  own  child.  Both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are 
highly  respected  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance.  In  political  sentiment  Air. 
Springer  is  a sta_nch  Republican. 

THOMAS  L.  LAMB.  Among  the  active  and 
energetic 'members  of  the  farming  community  of 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  none 
stand  higher  in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  .introduces  this 
sketch.  There  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  his 
birth  occurring  at  Comforts  Pond,  in  Mav,  1862. 

John  Lamb,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  the  same  township,  in  1832,  and  in  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Leach,  who 
was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1835,  and  when  quite  young 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents,  Thomas 
and  Martha  Leach,  who  first  located  in  Plonesdale, 
and  after  residing  there  for  several  years  removed 
to  a farm  in  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mrs.  Lamb  was  principally  educated  in  the 
schools  of  this  State.  For  some  time  after  their 
marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  continued  their 
residence  in  Honesdale,  and  then  removed  to  Com- 
forts Pond.  In  1863  the  father  purchased  the  pres- 
ent home  of  our  subject  in  Thompson  township, 
and  cleared  a large  portion  of  the  farm,  the  remain- 
der being  placed  under  cultivation  bv  our  subject. 
Upon  this  place  they  have  erected  a good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  including  a modern  residence  and 
two  large  barns,  and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments which  add  to  its  beauty  and  value.  The  fa- 
ther planted  a large  orchard  which  is  now  in  fine 
bearing  condition.  He  and  his  wife  lived  to  enjov 
many  of  the  fruits  of  former  toil,  becoming  quite 
well-to-do.  He  was  well  known  as  an  honest  man 
and  good  citizen — one  who  commanded  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  lie  came  in  contact. 


He  died  upon  his  farm  in  1887,  and  his  worthy  wife 
passed  away  in  1898. 

Thomas  L.  Lamb,  the  only  son  of  this  couple, 
received  a fair  classical  education,  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.  He  never 
left  the  parental  roof,  and  at  an  early  age  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm,  managing  his  father's  business 
interests.  He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  agri- 
culturist and  has  met  with  marked  success  in  his  un- 
dertakings. 

In  Xovember,  1881,  Mr.  Lamb  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Palmer,  who  was  born 
in  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.,  in  October,  1865,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Whitney)  Palmer 
one  of  the  old  families  of  that  county.  The  father 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  one  of 
the  hospitals  during  his  service.  Mrs.  Lamb  is  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Delamater. 
of  Sullivan  county,  X'.  Y. ; and  James,  a resident  of 
Jersey  City,  X.  J.,  who  is  married  and  has  two  sons, 
Albert  and  James.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
one  son,  George  T.,  who  was  born  in  April,  1883. 
and  is  now  a student  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Thompson.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lamb  is  a 
Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  numbered  among  the  highly  respected  cit- 
izens of  Thompson  township.  Their  delightful 
home  and  its  surroundings  denote  the  culture  and 
refinement  of  the  inmates,  and  the  farm  shows  care- 
ful thought  in  management  and  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  business  in  all  its  branches. 

FI.  B.  CARPEX'TER.  one  of  the  most  progres- 
sive and  public  spirited  citizens  of  Xew  Milford, 
has  for  thirty  years  been  identified  with  the  milling 
interests  of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties. 
His  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  perseverance,  un- 
tiring enterprise,  resolute  purpose,  and  commend- 
able zeal,  and  his  actions  have  always  been  guided 
by  an  honesty  of  pu-pose  that  none  have  questioned. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Carpenter 
was  born  in  Lenox,  August  10,  1853.  a son  of  O.  A. 
and  Olivia  (Loomis)  Carpenter.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Luther 
Loomis  Carpenter,  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Susquehanna  county,  coming  from  Connecticut 
and  locating  in  Lenox  at  an  early  day.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  seventh  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family 
of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  one 
of  whom.  P.  R.  Carpenter,  was  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war  and  is  now  a resident  of  Idallstead,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

Id.  B.  Carpenter  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
where  he  was  taught  to  be  honest  and  industrious, 
and  in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  received 
a fair  literary  education,  which  has  been  of  prac- 
tical benefit  to  him  in  later  years.  Throughout  his 
active  business  life  he  has  engaged  in  milling  with 
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good  success  and  for  two  years  conducted  the  Har- 
ford Mills.  He  built  the  New  Milford  mills  and 
for  four  years  conducted  it  in  company  with  Will- 
iam T.  Moxley,  and  then  sold  out  his  interest  to 
him,  and  moved  to  Nicholson,  Wyoming  county, 
where  lie  built  and  operated  a mill  for  four  years, 
when  he  sold  out  and  again  returned  to  New  Milford 
2nd  bought  back  the  property  he  now  occupies,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  in  company  with  Albert 
F.  Heitzman.  The  mill  has  a capacity  of  twenty 
tons  per  day,  is  operated  by  a forty-five  horse- 
power engine,  and  the  flour  turned  out,  being  of  a 
superior  quality,  finds  a ready  sale  in  the  local 
market. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Carpenter 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Chambers, 
a daughter  of  E.  P.  Chambers.  She  was  a most 
estimable  woman  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  died  in  1892,  since  which, 
time 'Mr.  Carpenter  has  married  Miss  Della  Hal- 
stead. of  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one 
daughter,  Olivia  Halstead,  has  blessed  their  home. 
Mr.  Carpenter  is  also  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is  an  active  and  zeal- 
ous worker  in  the  Church,  and  has  served  as  its 
treasurerand  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  filled  many 
offices  in  the  borough  in  a niost  creditable  and  sat- 
isfactory manner.  He  wa's  one  of  the  leading  cit- 
izens in  getting  the  excellent  system  of  city  water 
introduced,  and  served  as  its  treasurer  for  several 
years,  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  public  welfare. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular  men 
in  the  village,  is  fair  and  honorable  in  all  business 
transactions,  and  well  merits  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held. 

RICHARD  W.  GELATT,  a well-known 
wagon  manufacturer  at  Gelatt.  Susquehanna  county, 
is  a member  of  a prominent  pioneer  family,  and  was 
born  at  his  present  homestead  January  10,  1831. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  this  countrv 
was  George  Gelatt,  a native  of  France,  who  took 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  afterward  set- 
tled in  Massachusetts.  Between  1809  and  1812  he 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  upon  a farm 
one  mile  south  of  the  present  village  of  Gelatt,  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Newburgh  turnpike.  He  was 
a devout  Christian,  and  helped  to  found  the  Baptist 
Church  in  his  locality.  He  was  married  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  his  wife  died  in  1849,  aged  ninety- 
two  years;  his  death  occurred  in  1S52,  at  the  great 
age  of  102  years.  Their  remains  now  rest  in  the 
family  burial  plot  at  Gelatt.  They  hail  the  follow- 
ing children : Robert,  who  died  at  Thompson ; 

George,  cur  subject's  father;  Collins  and  Jonathan, 
who  died  at  Thompson  ; Richard,  who  died  in  Iowa  : 
and  Abigail,  who  married  Ebenezcr  Blanchard,  and 
died  in  Gelatt. 

George  Gelatt  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was 


born  in  Massachusetts  July  4,  1790,  and  died  in  De- 
cember, 1865,  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  years.  To  the  last  he  was  interested  in 
public  affairs,  being  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  was  also  identified  promi- 
nently with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Jackson,  which 
he  helped  to  build.  He  was  married,  on  October 
14,  1808,  to  Rebecca  Whaly,  who  died  in  1822.  and 
on  April  21,  1825,  he  married  Susan  L.  Williams, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  December  17,  1794, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  children  as  follows : Clarissa, 
born  October  30,  1S09,  married  Somner  Griswold, 
and  died  in  Gibson;  John,  born  March  31,  1812. 
died  in  Gibson  township;  Elvira,  born  in  1814.  died 
aged  four  years;  Samantha,  born  August  25,  1816. 
married  Griswold  Bill,  and  died  in  March,  1895  : 
George . Washington,  born  August  16,  1818-,  died 
in  Gibson  in  1SS9;  Rebecca,  born  Aprii  20,  1820. 
married  Elliott  Benson.  By  the  second  union  there 
were  six  children:  Susan  E.,  born  February  17. 

1826,  died  January  18,  1833;  Almeda,  born  August 
22,  1827,  died  November  13,  1830;  Marnel.  born 
January  7,  1829,  died  May  7,  1832;  Richard  W.  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below ; Gurdon,  born  April 
10.  1833,  died  December  2.  1872;  Silas  C.,  born  No- 
vember 1,  1839,  resides  at  Susquehanna.  Penn.,  and 
is  more  fully  referred  to  in  the  sketch  of  Charles 
J.  Gelatt,  which  appears  elsewhere. 

Our  subject  left  home  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  to  work  in  a mill  at  Ararat,  Penn.,  as  an  ap- 
prentice. At  the  end  of  a year  he  determined  to 
engage  in  business  for  himself,  in  a mill  which  lie 
had  previously  built  at  Gelatt.  In  1856  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  father,  and  five  years  later  hi; 
brother  took  an  interest  in  the  mill,  continuing  fcur 
vears,  our  subject  being  kept  busy  with  the  outside 
work  during  this  time.  He  did  not  relinquish  the 
mill  until  1864,  and  at  times  has  been  interested  in 
similar  work  since.  He  operated  a farm  until  1871. 
in  which  year  be  built  a wagon  shop,  which  he  has 
since  conducted,  with  E.  O.  Perry,  for  one  year, 
with  his  son  E.  R.  for  two  years,  and  subsequently 
alone.  He  also  follows  to  some  extent  the  business 
of  millwright.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Prohibi- 
tionist. and  he  has  served  as  judge  of  election,  au- 
ditor (nine  years),  and  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee (nine  years).  He  and  his  family  are  Bap- 
tists in  religious  faith,  and  at  one  time  he  was  trustee 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson,  also  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees  and  trustee  of  the  Gelatt  Union 
Church  for  one  term. 

On  August  25,  1852.  Mr.  Gelatt  was  married, 
in  Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Catherine  L.  Harding, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them:  (1)  Susan 
E.,  born  February  3,  1854,  married  George  C. 
Whitmarsh,  who  is  in  business  with  our  subject, 
and  they  have  had  four  children — Fred  O.,  Etfie  E.. 
William  R.  and  Frank  E.  (2)  Effie  S.,  born  De- 
cember 14.  1856,  died  March  21,  1870.  (3)  Ed- 
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rkk  R.,  born  July  II,  i860,  resides  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. He  married  Miss  Addie  Foster,  and  has  had 
live  children,  Addie  Belle  (called  Belle),  Etta  M., 
Myron  E.,  Sue  and  Hugh  G. 

Mrs.  Gelatt  is  also  a member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  of  this  section,  and  her  paternal 
grandparents,  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Hawkins) 
Harding,  removed  from  Susquehanna  county  to 
\V coming  county  at  an  early  day ; both  died  in 
Indiana,  while  visiting  their  children.  Stukeley 
Harding,  Airs.  Gelatt’s  father,  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  December  18,  1800, 
and  died  October  13,  1835,  in  Michigan,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  On  July  27,  1823,  he 
married  Charity  Rynearson,  who  was  born  in  Lenox 
township,  March  4,  1759,  and  died  there  October 
-’3'  !835-  She  was  buried  in  Lenox  township,  but 
her  husband's  remains  were  interred  in  Michigan. 
Her  father,  Isaac  Rynearson,  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Legrange,  was 
a native  of  Kentucky.  Stukeley  and  Charity  Hard- 
ing had  the  following  children  : Charity,  born  June 
20,  1824,  married  George  Rosencrantz,  a farmer  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Catherine  L.,  born  De- 
cember 3,  1825,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Stukeley 
M.,  born  May  3,  1828,  is  a farmer  in  Iowa ; Okey 
R.,  born  May  io,  1830,  is  a,  farmer  at  Harford  town- 
ship; Benjamin,  born  Jtfly  18,  1832,  is  blind,  and 
lives  in  retirement  upon  his  farm  at  Forkston,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

LUTHER  WELLS.  The  name  Wells  has 
been  prominent  in  the  history  of  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  from  the  earliest  white  set- 
tlement. The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent 
citizen  of  the  township,  is  of  the  fourth  generation 
trorn  James  Wells,  Sr.,  the  pioneer  who  almost  a 
century  ago  founded  the  family  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

James  Wells  was  born  in  1750,  at  Minisink,  on 
the  Delaware  river.  By  trade  he  was  a millwright, 
and  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  he  owned  and 
operated  a mill  in  what  is  now  Monroe  county. 
M itli  this  mill  he  ground  Hour  which  he  furnished 
t"  the  Revolutionary  army.  It  is  related  that  he 
bad  in  his  service  a colored  boy  whom  he  sent  one 
day  with  an  ox-team  with  flour  for  the  soldiers. 
Indians  waylaid  the  team,  and  shot  at  the  driver. 

1 lie  boy  fled  and  escaped,  but  the  savages  cut  out 
the  tongues  of  the  oxen  and  left  them  to  perish. 
Mr.  Wells  remained  at  the  mill  during  the  war.  and 
"as  granted  four  sections  of  land  near  the  present 
"'to  of  Stroudsburg.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
located  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tuukhannock.  and 
still  later  moved  up  to  what  is  now  Clifford  town- 
ship. following  his  occupation,  and  supplying  the 
needy  pioneers  with  their  meal  and  flour.  About 
or  prior  to  1806  he  owned  and  occupied  a farm  of 
one  houndred  acres  at  Elkdale.  His  first  mill  was 
destroyed  by  a freshet.  His  second  he  erected  in 


1807,  in  partnership  with  Asahel  Norton,  near  the 
present  site  of  McAlla’s.  This,  too,  was  carried 
away  by  a freshet,  about  1813.  Selling  his  farm, 
he  removed  about  a mile  above  Clifford's  Corners. 
He  died  in  June,  1839,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 
James  Wells  was  twice  married,  first  on  May  16, 
1771,  to  Jane  Westbbrook,  by  whom  he  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Abraham,  born  September  20, 

1774;  Sarah,  born  April  20,  1777,  who  married  a 
Air.  Hardsif ; Isaac,  born  September  1,  1779:  Lvdia, 
born  July  17,  1781  ; and  James,  born  September  18, 
1783.  The  mother  of  these  dying,  the  father  wed- 
ded, on  February  13,  1787,  Aliss  Kate  Van  Auken,. 
who  died  in  1831,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: John,  born  February  5,  1788;  Polly,  born 

August  28,  1789,  who  married  James  Phinn ; Will- 
iam, born  April  7,  1793;  Jane,  born  October  25, 
1795>  Phoebe,  born  December  13,  1798,  who  mar- 
ried Alanson  Halstead ; Betsey,  born  Februarv  14, 
1800,  who  married  a Air.  Button;  Nathaniel,  born 
September  6,  1802;  and  Eliphalet,  born  Alay  28. 
1806.  Four  of  the  sons — John,  William,  Eliphalet 
and  James — settled  in  Clifford  township. 

John  Wells,  born  February  5,  1788,  died  De- 
cember 28,  1843,  in  Clifford  township.  He  was 
married,  on  November  14,  1813,  to  Aliss  Anna  Alil- 
ler,  who  was  born  June  12,  1796,  and  died  Alav  4, 
tSy-,  her  remains  being  interred  at  Elkdale.  To 
this  union  came  children  as  follows:  Adam, 

born  Alay  9,  1815,  died  in  Clifford  township; 
Eleanor,  born  Alay  11,  1817,  married  Henry  Ben- 
nett, and  is  deceased;  Alary  A.,  born  Alay  15,  1819, 
now  deceased,  was  the  second  wife  of  Henrv  Ben- 
nett; Charles,  born  April  27,  1821,  is  a general 
farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Elvira,  born  Februarv 
23,  1823,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  with  her  brother 
Charles;  Eliphalet,  born  August  27,  1825,  when 
last  heard  from  was  in  Arizona;  Jeremiah,  born 
September  12,  1827.  is  deceased;  Catherine,  born 
Alay  15,  1830,  married  William  Stevens,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township;  James,  born  September  12. 
1832,  is  a carpenter  of  Clifford  township;  Jesse, 
born  September  7,  1835,  died  Alay  13,  1864.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Capt.  James  Wells,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  two  and  a half  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Clifford  township  with  his  father's  family.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  of  which  he  was  a lifelong  res- 
ident, was  a man  of  considerable  prominence,  and 
was  commissioned  captain  of  militia.  Pie  married 
Polly  Oakley,  and  they  reared  a ‘family  of  children 
as  follows:  William,  Sophia  (Airs.  Hollowav 

Lowery),  Jerusha  (wife  of  Garrett  Coleman),  Amy 
(Airs.  Alpheus  Baker),  Wright,  Alarv  A.  (Airs. 
•1.  Aleadt,  and  Asenath  (wife  of  C.  X.  Miller). 

W illiam  Wells,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Clifford  township,  April  11,  1809.  He 
adopted  the  occupation  of  a fanner,  and  remained 
in  Clifford  township  through  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried, October  10,  1833,  to  Frances  J.  Baker,  a na- 
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tive  of  Canada,- born  November  II,  1S15,  daughter 
of  Artemas  and  Lovicy  ( Barnes ) Baker,  who  at 
the  age  of  two  years  came  to  Clifford  township  with 
her  parents.  To  William  and  Frances  Wells  came 
the  following  children:  James  I.,  born  November 

23,  1834,  died  at  Traverse  City,  Mich.,  March  8, 
1885;  William  H.,  born  September  20,  1836,  died 
January  1,  1839;  Judson,  born  October  9,  1838,  a 
farmer  of  Clark's  Green,  Lackawanna  county ; Will- 
iam W.,  born  April  18,  1840,  died  March  15,  1843; 
Mary  L.,  born  November  26,  1842,  who  married  for 
her  first  husband  William  Bennett,  and  for  her  sec- 
ond John  Griffith,  and  w ho  now  lives  in  Kanopolis, 
Kans. ; Ruth,  born  June  19,  1845,  widow  of  Elisha 
Burdick,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township ; Luther, 
our  subject,  born  November  26,  1848;  and  Fran- 
ces W.,  born  September  28,  1851,  who  was  three 
times  married,  her  first  husband  being  Frank  Bag- 
ley,  her  second  D.  O.  Jones,  and  her  present  hus- 
band James  Nickerson  ( he  is  a farmer  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  a cheese  factory  and  creamery  at  Afton, 
New  York). 

Luther  Wells,  our  subject,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  began  work  in  a blacksmith  shop  locat- 
ed just  across  the  road  from  his  residence,  and  fol- 
lowed this  trade  very  successfully.  Without  serv- 
ing any  formal  apprenticeship,  he  became  an  expert 
artisan.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  the  com- 
mon aspiration  of  younghnen  to  see  a little  of  the 
world,  and  the  following  three  vears  he  spent  at 
Hyde  Park,  at  Owego,  N.  \ .,  and  at  Manchester, 
Tenn.  Returning  to  Suesquehanna  county  he  was 
married  (the  first  time),  and  for  two  years  operated 
a blacksmith  shop  at  Elkdale.  He  then  purchased 
and  removed  to  the  well-improved  farm  which  he 
has  since  successfully  managed. 

Mr.  Wells  was  married,  September  28,  1872, 
in  Clifford  township,  to  Miss  Nettie  Burdick,  who 
was  born  in  Clifford  township  in  1850,  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Thankful  (Burdick)  Burdick,  promi- 
nent settlers  of  Susquehanna  county.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  was  one  thild,  Etta  T.,  now  at  home 
with  her  father.  Mrs.  Wells  died  June  20,  1876, 
aged  twenty-six  years.  His  second  wife,  Mrs.  Har- 
riet (Goodrich)  Richardson,  our  subject  married 
August  23,  1878.  She  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y..  October  22,  1853,  daughter  of  George  P.  and 
Hannah  (Lent)  Goodrich,  the  former  of  whom  en- 
listed in  1861,  in  Company  K,  17th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  was  killed  in  1864,  aged  fortv-four 
years;  the  mother  died  in  Peabody,  Kans.,  in  1883, 
aged  fiftv-three  years.  The  children  of  George  P. 
and  Hannah  Goodrich  were  as  follows:  Nathaniel, 
a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county : Martha,  who  mar- 
ried John  Whiting,  of  Hyde  Park;  Pavid,  a farmer 
of  Eldorado,  Kans. ; Harriet,  Mrs.  Wells ; Stephen, 
a farmer  of  Kansas : Fannie,  a school  teacher  of 
Clifford  township,  who  married  John  DeLaFon- 
tane,  a farmer ; and  George,  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter of  Lackawanna  county.  For  her  first  husband 
Harriet  Goodrich  married  Theo  F.  Richardson,  son 


1 of  Frank  Richardson.  He  was  a machine  agent, 

I and  died  in  Harford  township  in  1875,  aged  twenty- 
five.  By  this  marriage  there  were  no  children. 

To  Luther  and  Harriet  Wells  have  been  born 
i three  children — E.  Pearl,  Rosella  M.  and  Leora  E., 
i all  at  home.  Our  subject  has  a pleasant  home,  and 
j ranks  among  the  substantial  and  influential  citizens. 
■ He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  Republican.  He  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Fanners  Alliance,  and  has  been 
, called  upon  fill  various  local  offices,  is  interested 
in  educational  affairs,  and  has  served  a number  of 
terms  as  school  director.  At  present  he  is  poor  di- 
rector of  Clifford  township.  A man  of  marked 
business  ability,  possessing  integrity  of  character 
and  the  golden  traits  of  industry  and  thrift,  his  suc- 
cess in  life  has  been  wholly  deserved,  and  is  due  to 
his  own  efforts. 

THERON  STRICKLAND  is  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  enterprising  and  successful  farmers 
of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county.  His 
tastes  have  always  inclined  him  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  the  stock  raising  and  dairy  industries  have 
found  in  him  one  of  their  most  able  representatives. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Stow 
Strickland,  who  was  probably  a native  of  England, 
and  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  earlv  dav.  His 
son,  Jonathan  Strickland,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in  the  Nut- 
meg State.  F'or  some  time  he  lived  in  what  was 
known  as  the  stone  tavern,  near  Shohola  Falls, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  later  came  to  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  locating  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  lives.  He  was  a millwright 
by  trade,  and  during  his  residence  in  Pike  countv 
operated  an  up-and-down  mill.  His  wife  died  No- 
vember 25,  1815.  and  his  death  occurred  Tulv 
3.  1816.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  all 
now  deceased,  namely : Jonathan ; Sylvester,  fa- 

ther of  our  subject ; Sarah,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Rosen- 
grant ; and  Phcebe,  wife  of  Samuel  Sutton,  of 
Springville  township. 

Sylvester  Strickland  was  born  near  Shohola 
Falls,  Pike  Co..  Penn.,  August  7,  1791,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Wyoming  county,  where  he  was 
married,  September  11,  1 8 1 1 , to  Miss  Rachel  Tav- 
lor.  born  in  Connecticut,  June  3,  179 2.  When  a 
child  she  was  taken  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  bv 
her  parents.  Obediah  and  Rhoda  (Wilcox)  Tavlor: 
her  father  died  October  27,  1830,  her  mother  Jan- 
uary 1,  1855.  On  leaving  Wyoming  ccuntv  the 
father  of  our  subject  came  to  Susquehanna  countv. 
anti  in  Springville  township  purchased  120  acres  of 
wild  land,  of  which  he  cleared  a large  portion,  con- 
verting it  into  well-tilled  fields.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  most 
acceptably  filled  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. He  tlied  October  1,  1876,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  May  2t,  i898.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children : Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Calvin 
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Rogers,  of  Springville  township ; Ezra,  deceased ; 
l>aac,  who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war; 
Susana,  deceased  wife  of  Theron  Marsey.  of  Wyo- 
ming county;  Esther,  deceased  wife  of  J.  W.  Fisk, 
of  Morrison,  Whiteside  Co.,  111.;  John,  deceased, 
whose  son,  J.  J.  Strickland,  is  represented  elsewhere ; 
Alfred,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Omaha, 
Neb.;  Philander,  a resident  of  Springville  township; 
Ruth,  wife  of  Preston  Merritt,  a farmer  of  Spring- 
ville township;  Theron,  our  subject;  and  Clarissa, 
deceased  wife  of  Martin  Park,  of  Springville  town- 
ship. 

Theron  Strickland  was  born  June  18,  1830, 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Springville  township,  where 
he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Shook, 
who  was  born  in  Eaton,  Wyoming  Co..  Penn.,  July 
10,  1843,  a sister  of  Samuel  A.  Shook,  whose  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Jacob  Shook,  a farmer  oy  occupation,  was  born  in 
Plainfield  township,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
died  in  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming  county,  where  his 
remains  were  interred.  Pier  father,  John  Shook, 
was  also  a native  of  Plainfield  township,  Northamp- 
ton county,  born  in  1810,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  married  Miss  Lydia.  Albert,  a daughter 
of  Jacob  Albert,  also  of  Northampton  county,  and 
in  1840  they  removed  to  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming 
county,  where  the  father # engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  his  death,  in  1872.  The  mother  died 
in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  To  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  six  children,  namely : John  Ja- 

cob. a miller,  of  New  York  State;  William,  a miller, 
of  Maine,  X.  Y. ; E.  A.,  a farmer  of  Indiana;  Sam- 
uel A.,  a farmer  of  Springville  township.  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.;  Susan,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Weaver,  of  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Strickland  have  four  children. 

(1)  Alice,  born  February  4,  1864.  is  at  home. 

(2)  Jennie,  born  November  12,  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  E.  H.  Sherman,  of  Springville  township,  and 
their  children  are  Earl  Rliesa  and  Willis  Clark. 
( 3 1 Clark,  born  May  2,  1868,  married  Musetta 
Robison,  of  Missouri,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Pecile  Rachel.  lie  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  (4)  Jesse,  born 
March  13,  1870,  married  Dolly  Squier,  and  they 
have  two  children — Raymond  Boyd  and  Ruth. 
Jesse  Strickland  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Springville  township. 

After  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
Springville  township.  October  13,  1862,  Mr.  Strick- 
land brought  his  bride  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
they  hjive  since  resided.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
he  took  entire  charge  of  the  place,  arxl  since  his  fa- 
ther's death  has  become  the  owner  of  the  same.  It 
comprises  120  acres,  and  besides  this  he  has  an  ad- 
j1  >ining  tract  of  200  acres.  Of  this  amount  250  acres 
have  been  cleared,  and  our  subject  bore  an  active 
part  in  transforming  the  wild  land  into  highly-culti- 
vated and  productive  fields.  In  connection  with 


general  farming  he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
dairying,  and  has  upon  his  place  thirty-five  head  of 
cattle  and  a flock  of  sheep.  During  his  entire  life 
he  has  spent  but  seven  weeks  away  from  home,  and 
during  that  time  visited  his  family.  He  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  cared  for  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office,  and  when 
once  elected  supervisor  of  his  township  he  refused 
to  qualify.  He  has  served  on  the  election  board, 
however,  and  always  takes  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Grange,  of  Springville,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Five  States  Milk  Associaton.  Mrs. 
Strickland  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
Springville. 

SAMUEL  ARNOLD  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  who  has  met  with  well-merited 
success  in  his  chosen  calling.  Naturally  energetic, 
and  of  more  than  ordinary  business  capacity,  he  has 
been  extremely  fortunate  in  his  labors  and  invest- 
ments, and  seems  especially  adapted  to  the  business 
which  he  now  follows. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
March  27,  1826,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Reyn- 
olds) Arnold,  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  April,  1826,  and  located  on 
the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject. 
After  residing  there  twenty  years  they  removed  to 
Carbondale.  where  the  father  conducted  a store  for 
eight  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  farm,  making 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  called  from  this  life, 
in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife  died 
just  five  weeks  before,  at  the  same  age.  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Elkdale,  Penn.  They  were 
members  of  the  Old-School  Baptist  Church,  and 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  chil- 
dren were  : Job.  who  died  in  Rhode  Island  ; Solomon, 
who  died  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Amy,  deceased 
wife  of  George  Brownell ; William,  deceased ; Ellen, 
deceased  wife  of  James  Brownell;  Abel  who  died 
in  Wilkes  Barre : Abby,  wife  of  C.  R.  Clark,  of 
Carbondale;  and  Samuel,  our  subject. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Samuel  Arnold  has 
resided  in  the  old  homestead,  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  for  forty-five  years  he  has  given 
specia.  attention  to  stock  raising,  also  shipping  and 
dealing  extensively.  His  farm  comprises  225  acres, 
well  improved,  with  good  buildings,  etc.  He  was 
married  in  Clifford  township,  in  November,  1845, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  L.  Halstead,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children : Margaret  J.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Wells,  a farmer  of  Clifford 
township,  and  had  four  children.  Samuel  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years),  Lorenzo  J.,  Bred  W . 
and  M.  Rupert.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Silas  Finn,  a 
railroad  man  of  Scranton,  and  has  had  two  chil- 
dren— Samuel  (who  died  when  one  and  one-half 
I years  old),  and  Harry.  Mary  H.  married  (first) 

I John  Daniel,  and  (second)  William  Jones,  a railroad 
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man  of  Northumberland,  Penn. ; there  were  no  chil- 
dren by  the  first  union,  and  two  by  the  second — one 
that  died  in  infancy,  and  Leone  R. 

Mrs.  Arnold  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
September  12,  1825,  a daughter  of  Alanson  and 
Phoebe  (Wells)  Halstead,  natives  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y-,  and  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  re- 
spectively. When  a young  man  the  father  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  where 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  followed 
farming;  he  held  various  township  offices.  He 
died  in  1867,  aged  eighty  years,  his  wife  in  1872, 
aged  eighty-one,  and  their  remains  were  interred 
at  Elkdale,  Penn.  They  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  many  years,  and  were  held  in 
high  regard  by  their  neighbors  and  friends.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  David,  deceased;  Cather- 
ine, deceased  wife  of  Alexander  Coleman;  Rachel, 
wife  of  Searle  Peck ; John,  a resident  of  Clifford 
Comers,  who  died  in  November,  189.9;  Nathaniel, 
a retired  carpenter  and  prominent  citizen  of  Scrant- 
on; Rebecca  L.,  wife  of  our  subject:  Margaret,. de- 
ceased wife  of  Sylvanus  Doolittle ; Charles,  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton ; Mary,  who  died  unmarried  ; Silas, 
a resident  of  Clifford  township ; Sidney,  deceased ; 
and  Hugh,  who  died  young. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been  honored  with 
the  offices  of  assessor  and  auditor,  both  of  which  he 
most  creditably  filled.  He  is  quite  prominent 
socially  as  a worthy  member  of  the  Line  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M.,  at  Forest  City ; of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  Carbondale ; of  the  Farmers  Alliance, 
Dundaff ; and  of  the  Lnited  Order  American  [Me- 
chanics, Dundaff. 

[MICHAEL  KRAXTZ,  a well-known  manu- 
facturer of  soft  drinks  and  proprietor  of  the  Key- 
stone Bottling  W orks,  of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  Wayne  county  March  20,  1858, 
and  is  a son  of  Mathias  and  Anna  M.  (Slung) 
Krantz.  natives  of  Germany.  His  grandparents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country. 

[Mr.  Krantz  s parents  emigrated  to  America  in 
1852,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Wayne  countv, 
Penn.,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
throughout  life  with  the  exception  of  two  rears 
spent  at  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  the  father  being  engaged 
in  boating  on  the  canal  at  that  place.  He  al-o  fol- 
lowed the  same  occupation  during  his  earlv  resi- 
dence in  Wayne  county,  and  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  died  in  1871,  aged  seventy- 
two  years,  the  mother  in  1880,  aged  seventv-two. 
Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in -politics.  Their 
children  were  Peter,  who  operated  a brewerv  at 
Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1899:  Mathias, 
who  was  drowned  in  the  canal  when  voting;  Mar- 
garet, deceased  wife  of  Joseph  llessling;  Joseph, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  on  the  dock  at  Ilones- 
dale ; Catherine,  widow  of  Peter  Mover,  and  a resi- 


dent of  White  [Mills,  Wayne  county;  Anna,  wife  of 
Peter  Everling,  of  White  Mills ; and  Michael,  our 
subject. 

Michael  Krantz  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
with  his  parents  until  eleven  years  of  age,  and  then 
went  upon  the  canal,  being  engaged  in  boating  at 
intervals  for  fifteen  years,  on  seventeen  different 
canals,  including  the  Delaware  & Hudson ; Erie ; 
Raritan ; etc.  He  was  employed  one  year  as  cook 
on  a tug  in  the  New  York  Harbor,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time  was  similarly  engaged  on  Lake  Erie. 
As  a canal  boatman  his  first  and  last  employment 
was  on  the  Erie  canal,  and  he  served  as  cabin  boy 
on  a vessel  plying  between  New  York  and  the  West 
Indies.  While  boating  he  was  employed  at  inter- 
vals in  breweries,  and  spent  one  year  in  Iowa.  Ne- 
braska and  Colorado,  working  in  breweries  and  also 
in  a brick  vard.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  held  a 
position  iff  a brewery  at  Honesdale,  and  later  drove 
a team  for  his  brother,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
same  business  at  Carbondale.  From  there  he  came 
to  Forest  City  in  August,  1888,  purchasing  his  pres- 
ent plant  from  William  O'Keefe.  He  bottles  liquors, 
and  manufactures  all  kinds  of  soft  drinks,  doing 
quite  an  extensive  and  profitable  business.  He  is 
enterprising  and  energetic,  and  the  success  that  he 
has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  and  good  business  ability.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Roman  Catholic,  and  in  political  senti- 
ment he  is  a Democrat.. 

At  Honesdale,  [May  29,  1883,  [Mr.  Krantz  mar- 
ried Miss  Josephine  Ackerman,  by  whom  he  has 
had  seven  children,  namely:  [Mathias,  at  home; 
Anna,  Henry  and  Mary,  all  deceased ; and  Joseph. 
Catherine  and  Willie,  at  home.  [Mrs.  Krantz  was 
born  in  Honesdale,  December  9,  1861,  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mary  (Manzer)  Ackerman,  natives  of 
Rhein  Mosel,  Germany,  the  former  born  March  12. 
I 1824,  the  latter  in  September,  1S35.  They  were 
married  in  Honesdale,  where  they  still  reside,  the 
father  being  a stonemason  and  butcher.  Religious- 
ly they  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  They 
have  had  children  as  follows:  Catherine,  wife  of 
John  Work,  of  Carbondale : Peter,  a meat  merchant 
| of  Chicago,  111.;  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Logan,  of 
j White  Mills,  Penn. ; Gertrude,  wife  of  Gustave 
j Heinichel,  a clerk;  Josephine,  wife  of  our  subject: 
j Henry,  deceased ; Anna,  wife  of  William  Stein- 
i back,  of  Chicago;  Sophia,  at  home  in  Honesdale: 
j Elizabeth,  wife  of  Leonard  Keltz,  a butcher  <‘t 
Forest  Citv ; Magdelina,  at  home;  Joseph,  justice  < t 
the  peace  at  Forest  City;  Susannah,  deceased:  and 
Henry  and  Florence,  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Krantz  > 
paternal  grandparents,  Hubbard  and  Anna  M. 
(Lozier)  Ackerman,  natives  of  Germany,  came  t" 
the  New  World  in  1849,  and  located  in  Honesdale. 
Penn.,  where  the  grandfather  died  shortly  after  his 
arrival.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  John  P.  and 
Anna  (Kizeri  Manzer,  also  natives  of  Germane, 
came  to  America  at  the  same  time,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  in  Honesdale.  Mr.  Manzer 
was  a shoemaker  bv  occupation. 
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EDWARD  JAMES  RICHARDSON,  propri- 
etor of  the  Crystal  Spring  Bottling  Works,  at  Haw- 
lev,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  most  industrious, 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  men  of  the 
place. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  born  there  May  22,  1864, 
a son  of  Edward  and  Julia  (Hallinan)  Richardson, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  whence  they  came  to  America  in 
1849,  first  locating  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  father  worked  on  the  canal  as  a boat 
gauger  and  foreman.  Coming  to  Hawley  in  1851, 
he  continued  with  the  same  company  until  1872, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  business  in  which  our 
subject  is  now  interested — bottling  beer  and  other 
drinks.  He  died  at  Hawley,  April  18,  1897,  aged  | 
seventy-seven  years.  Religiously  he  was  a Cath- 
olic, while  politically  he  was  not  identified  with  any 
particular  narty.  voting  for  the  man  whom  he  be- 
lieved best  qualified  to  fill  the  office.  He  was  called  1 
upon  to  serve  in  a number  of  local  offices  in  Pal-  ] 
myra  township,  and  always  discharged  his  duties  in 
a prompt  and  commendable  manner.  Of  the  chil-  i 
dren  born  to  Edward  and  Julia  (Hallinan)  Rich-  ! 
ardson,  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Patrick 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years  and  five  months;  John, 
the  present  vardmaster  for  the  Pillsburv  Flouring  1 
Mills,  of  Minnesota,  married  Ella  Welsh,  and  after  | 
her  death  married  Mary  Curtin ; James  died  at  the  1 
age  of  three  years : Henry,  a hotel-keeper  of  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y..  married  Catherine  Ward,  and  has  a I 
family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters;  Thomas  died 
at- the  age  of  two  years;  Edward  J.  is  next  in  the  : 
order  of  birth  ; Michael  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  1 
Mary  died  at  the  age  of  three  months ; and  Luke 
I?.,  of  Hawlev,  completes  the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  thirty  years  of  age,  and  when  quite  young 
began  working  for  his  father.  While  the  latter  and  ' 
his  son  Luke  conducted  the  store,  our  subject  had 
charge  of  the  bottling  works,  and  from  1884  the 
profit  of  the  soda-water  department  belonged  to 
him.  Since  1893  he  has  engaged  in  business  alone 
at  his  present  place,  and  now  manufactures  sarsa- 
parilla. ginger-ale,  birch  beer,  orange  cider,  lemon 
^our,  and  all  carbonated  waters,  using  pure  moun- 
tain spring  water  in  their  manufacture.  He  also 
Littles  beer,  ale  and  porter,  and  is  doing  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business. 

On  August  10.  1892,  at  Hawley,  Mr.  Richard- 
M,n  wedded  Miss  Mary  Keheler.  Father  Stanley 
officiating.  She  is  a native  of  Hawley,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Garret  and  Catherine  Keheler.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  nave  three  children:  Mary,  Helen  and 
Bessie.  The  parents  are  communicants  of  the 
t ntholic  Church,  while  politically  Mr.  Richardson 
,-i  identified  with  the  Democratic  pctrty,  and  socially 
he  affiliates  with  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  of  Hawley. 

< iarret  Keheler  is  at  this  writing  the  efficient 
track  inspector  for  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad, 
'Mth  residence  at  Hawley.  Born  May  21,  1839,  in 
County  Galway,  Ireland,  he  is  a son  of  Hugh  and 


Bridget  (Welsh)  Keheler,  farming  people  of  County 
Galway,  Ireland,  whose  children  were;  John,  who 
came  to  America,  but  was  lost  track  of,  and  his 
whereabouts  afterward  were  unknown ; Margaret ; 
Garret:  Mary,  a resident  of  New  York;  and  (Mich- 
ael. who  died  in  Ireland.  Garret  Keheler,  in  April, 
1862,  married  Catherine  Murray,  and  the  union  was 
blessed  by  the  following  children : Mary  married 

E.  J.  Richardson:  John  is  a glass-blower,  residing 
at  Massillon,  Ohio  ; William  is  deceased  ; and  (Misses 
| Catherine  and  Anna  are  with  their  parents.  The 
j mother  of  this  family  was  born  in  County  Galway, 
i Ireland,  January  12,  1840,  a daughter  of  Patrick 
] and  Bridget  (Kirk)  Murray,  also  natives  of  that 
place.  She  came  -to  this  country  in  1844,  with  her 
brother,  her  parents  having  remained  in  Ireland. 
Air.  Keheler  came  to  America  in  1851,  stopping  one 
year  in  New  York,  thence  to  Hawley.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

THEODORE  A.  ROBERTS.  Among  the 
sturdy,  energetic  and  successful  farmers  of  East 
Rush.  Susquehanna  county,  who  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  vocation  which  they  follow,  and  con- 
sequently are  enabled  to  carry  on  that  calling  with 
profit  to  themselves,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
He  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship. January  1.  1854,  and  is  a representative  of  one 
of  its  honored  pioneer  families. 

(Mr.  Roberts'  grandfather,  Horatio  Roberts, 
was  born  in  Vermont,  a son  of  Hart  and  Pattie 
Roberts,  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
where  the  latter  died.  The  former  subsequently 
married  again,  and  died  in  the  West.  At  an  early 
day  Horatio  Roberts  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
his  community,  and  held  several  township  offices. 
Here  he  married  Calista  Wells,  a native  of  Brad- 
ford county,  this  State,  and  a daughter  of  Amasa 
Wells.  He  died  in  Dimock  township.  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1867.  aged  sixty-six  years,  his  wife  in 
Jessup  township,  in  1874,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Prospect  Hill  cemetery.  They  were  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  was  an  active  worker  and  served  as  class-leader. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  and  later  a Repub- 
lican. His  children  were  Sally,  wife  of  Christian 
Davis,  of  Camptown,  Penn. : Charles,  deceased,  who 
married  Nancy  Shelp:  Adeline,  deceased  wife  of 
William  Seiber : Horace  Agard.  father  of  our  sub- 
ject: Louisa,  who  married  Anderson  Johnson,  and 
lives  on  the  old  homestead;  and  William,  who  died 
in  Dimock  township. 

Horace  Agard  Roberts,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  Dimock  township,  June  15,  1833.  and 
on  attaining  to  man's  estate  he  was  married,  in 
Jessup  township.  Susquehanna  countv.  in  May.  1853, 
to  Miss  Chloe  E.  Shelp.  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren. namely  : William  H..  who  married  Ella  Estus, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Rush  township ; and 
Theodore  A.,  our  subject.  The  wife  and  mother 
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was  born  in  Jessup  township,  December  21,  1S35, 
and  died  in  the  same  place.  July  20,  1896,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Fairdale  cemetery.  Her  parents  were 
Henry  and  Betsy  (Maine)  Shelp,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  the  Mohawk  Valiev,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject located  upon  the  farm  in  Jessup  township 
where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  From  William 
Smith  he  purchased  300  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
for  many  years  was  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  substantial  citizens  of  his  community,  and 
is  widely  and  favorably  known.  Fie  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
identified  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  filled  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  his  township  for  six  years, 
and  school  director  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted,  at 
Parkvale,  Susquehanna  county,  in  August,  1862, 
for  three  years,  as  a member  of  Company  H,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  under  command  first  of  Capt.  Cash  Tyler, 
and  later  of  Capt.  John  Giles.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Gettysburg,  Chancellorsville,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Antietam,  Culpeper,  Poplar  Grove.  Clover  Hill, 
and  various  skirmishes,  and  on  Sunday  morning, 
during  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  the  Rebels 
made  a charge  on  him  while  crossing  a creek,  and 
he  was  trampled  upon.  He  was  not  sent  to  hos- 
pital at  that  time,  but  at  another  time  was  confined 
in  the  hospital  at  Fort  Schuyler  for  thirty  days,  with 
typhoid  fever. 

On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
Theodore  A.  Roberts  commenced  teaching  school 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  after  being  thus  em- 
ployed for  two  years  attended  the  Lowell  Commer- 
cial College,  Binghamton.  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
graduated.  The  year  following  he  was  a student  at 
Whitney’s  Point  Academy,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently 
he  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Jasper  and  Law- 
rence counties,  Mo.,  for  two  years.  On  his  return 
to  Susquehanna  county  he  was  married,  and  located 
upon  his  present  farm  at  East  Rush,  where  he  owns 
130  acres  of  fine  land,  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  well  improved  with  good  buildings.  He 
served  as  postmaster  at  that  place  for  the  long 
period  of  twenty-one  years,  resigning  the  position 
in  August,  1898;  has  also  served  as  township  au- 
ditor two  terms ; assessor  one  term ; and  school 
director  six  years ; and  his  official  duties  have  al- 
ways been  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity, 
winning  the  commendation  of  all  concerned.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  religiously  he  has  been  a member  of  the  [Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  for  the  past  ten  years. 

In  Forest  Lake  township.  Susquehanna  county, 
Mr.  Roberts  was  married.  March  15.  1876.  to  Miss 
Ella  J.  Hamlin,  and  to  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren. namely:  Minnie;  Ida  V..  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years  and  two  months ; Glenn  H. ; and  Mabel. 

Mrs.  Roberts  was  born  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, August  12,  1853.  a daughter  of  Joseph  T.  and 


Phcebe  (Gray)  Hamlin,  natives  of  Broome  countv, 
X.  Y.  When  a child  of  seven  years  the  father  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  he  continued  to  'make  his  home  throughout 
life.  In  was  while  on  a visit  to  a sister  in  Xew 
York  that  he  became  acquainted  with  his  future 
wife.  They  began  their  married  life  in  F'orest 
Lake  township,  where  he  worked  for  four  years  at 
the  cooper's  trade,  and  following  same  later  in  con- 
nection with  farming.  He  was  born  June  22,  1823, 
and  died  September  20,  1898,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Birchardville  cemetery.  He  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist. Church,  to  which  his 
widow  also  belongs.  She  was  born  June  10,  1829, 
and  is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Forest 
Lake  township.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
as  follows:  Ella  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Ada  Y., 

wife  of  Samuel  Melhish,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake 
township ; William  A.,  who  married  Kate  Evans, 
and  is  engaged  in_  farming  in  the  same  township 
Esther  L.,  wife  of  Ferris  Bolles,  a farmer  of  Jessup 
township ; Seth  C.,  who  was  killed  by  a falling  tree, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; and  Charles  R.,  who 
married  Josephine  Moore,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

[Mrs.  Roberts’  paternal  grandparents,  Solomon 
and  Clarissa  (Wells)  Hamlin,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, and  on  coming  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  in  1830.  located  in  Forest  Lake  township. 
The  grandfather,  a cooper  and  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, was  born  April  16.  1796.  and  died  on  the  farm 
in  Forest  Lake  township,  where  he  first  located, 
in  April,  1875.  His  wife  was  born  February  1.  1800. 
and  died  in  July,  1877.  They  were  married  [March 
11,  1818,  and  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  George  H.,  a retired  citizen  of  Forest 

Lake  township:  Mariette,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years ; Joseph  P.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rob- 
erts: Jerusha  C.,  deceased  wife  of  Joswin  Blair: 
Abby  and  Eunice,  both  deceased  : William,  deceased : 
twins  who  died  in  infancy;  Seth  C.,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war;  another  who  died  in  infancy: 
Eliza  and  Elias,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of 
David  Pitcher,  of  Xew  York,  the  latter  dying 
young;  Ruth,  wife  of  Daniel  Boardman,  of  Bing- 
hamton, X.  Y. ; and  Theron  and  Amy,  both  de- 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Roberts'  maternal  grandparents.  Richard 
and  Sarah  (Knapp)  Gray,  spent  their  entire  lives 
as  agriculturists  in  Xew  York  State.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Esther,  deceased  wife  of  Jesse  Port : 
Hiram,  a resident  of  Xew  York  State:  Phoebe, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Roberts;  Ambrose,  a resident  of 
Xew  York;  Lovina,  deceased  wife  of  Rev.  Avery 
Cole,  a Baptist  minister;  Jesse  and  Harvey,  both 
residents  of  Xew  York  State ; and  Rhoda,  wife  of 
Henry  Roununer,  of  the  same  State. 

SAMUEL  McKEEBY,  one  of  the  active, 
prominent  and  most  enterprising  citizens  of  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  of  sturdy  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  has  inherited  the  traits  of  industry 


' 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1288 


and  thrift  peculiar  to  that  people,  and  which  always 
|, ring  them  success  in  their  various  occupations.  He 
ua.i  born  in  Jessup  township,  July  4,  1847,  and  here 
lie  has  made  his  home  almost  continuously  since. 

Our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather.  Mathew 
McKeeby,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  anil  came  to 
America  about  the  year  1730,  locating  in  Sussex 
county,  X.  J.,  where  he  married  a Xliss  Courtright, 
w ho  was  of  Holland  birth.  They  made  their  home 
at  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Brick  House,”  in 
Sussex  county,  opposite  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn, 
lie  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  on  an  island,  while 
crossing  the  Delaware  river  on  his  way  to  a grist- 
mill. He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Gilbert.  The 
latter  married  a Miss  Shay,  who  was  also  of  Hol- 
land descent,  and  to  them  were  born  three  sons, 
William,  John  and  Gilbert.  The  last  named  and 
his  wife,  Leah  (Kater),  were  the  grandparents  of 
ottr  subject,  and  both  were  natives  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, X.  J.,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1830. 
Coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  that  year, 
they  located  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  they 
founded  the  family  and  continued  to  reside  through- 
out the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  grandfather 
being  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty,  in  1858,  being  killed  by  a runaway  horse. 
The  grandmother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  leav- 
ing nine  children:  Betsy  married  Dorris  Shav; 

Mathew  married  Elmira  ..Stebbins : Isaac  married 
a Miss  Hevwood;  Eleanor  married  Leonard  Stone; 
Solomon  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Hannah 
married  Abram  Westfall ; William  married  Sarah 
A.  Jackson;  Lydia  married  Joseph  Steiger;  Theo- 
dore married  Lucy  Kelsv;  and  Julia  died  young. 

I' or  his  second  wife  Gilbert  McKeeby  married  Abi- 
.trn.il  Bunnell,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Julia, 
who  married  Luther  Very.  The  grandparents 
were  buried  in  the  McKeeby  cemetery,  in  Bridge- 
water  township. 

Solomon  McKeeby,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  in  Sussex  county,  X.  J.,  and  was  a mere  child 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv. His  early  life  was  passed  in  Bridgewater,  and 
after  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Jessup  township, 
where  he  died.  He  was  a self-made  man,  having 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world  unaided,  and  bv  in- 
dustry, economy  and  good  management  became  the 
owner  of  500  acres  of  valuable  land,  being  worth 
at  the  time  of  his  death  $25,000.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  his  communitv, 
and  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  township  offices.  ' 
In  early  life  he  married  Miss  Evaline  Tavlor.  a 
native  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
!>'•  and  a daughter  of  Dyer  and  Lucinda  (Kellom)  j 
I aylur,  who  came  to  the  county  from  Connecticut 
1,1  '795.  settling  in  Forest  Lake  tpwnship.  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  life, 
the  former  dying  in  1848,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  i 
the  latter  in  1884,  aged  ninety-six.  Both  were 
buried  on  their  farm  in  that  township.  Mr.  Tavlor 
t"lluwed  the  mason's  trade,  anti  engaged  in  farm- 
tug,  and  as  a Methodist  minister  had  charge  of  1 


different  Churches  in  the  county.  In  his  family 
were  five  children,  namely:  Lucinda,  wife  of  Earl 

Carr,  an  attorney,  of  Montrose ; Betsy,  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Clark,  a hotel  man  of  Forest  Lake ; George, 
who  married  Mary  Hollenbeck ; Evaline,  mother 
of  our  subject;  and  John,  who  married  Amelia 
Stone. 

Mrs.  McKeeby  died  in  1856,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mc- 
Keeby burying  ground.  Her  children  were  Samuel, 
our  subject;  Josephine,  wife  of  Robinson  Bolles,  a 
farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Wilbur,  who  married 
Ella  Dewers,  and  lives  in  Forest  Lake  township: 
and  Gilbert  and  Edward,  who  both  died  young. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Adeline 
Eckert,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : 
Harrison  married  Xettie  Cronk,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Jessup  township;  Evaline  is  the  wife  of 
Waller  Olmstead,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; 
James  married  Addie  Warner,  and  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Wilkes  Barre  Ice  Co. ; Frederick  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Charles  married  Jes- 
sie Osburn,  and  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Wilkes  Barre  Ice  Co. ; Theodore  married  Ella 
Heiss,  and  died  March  16,  1893 ! Minnie  is  the  wife 
of  George  Robinson,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township ; 
and  Dewitt  Solomon  married  Ann  E.  .Martin,  and 
is  connected  with  the  Wilkes  Barre  Ice  Co.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1888,  aged  forty- 
two  years,  and  the  father  passed  away  March  3, 
1873,  aged  forty-six,  their  remains  being  interred 
in  the  McKeeby  burying  ground. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Samuel  McKeeby 
remained  with  his  parents  until  September  21.  1S63, 
when  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  enlisted  in  the 
17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  J.  C.  Donahue. 
The  regiment  marched  from  the  Rapidan  river  to 
Bull  Run  Heights,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness  and  Petersburg,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  after 
which  it  took  part  in  the  engagemnets  at  Perryville, 
Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill.  Mr.  McKeeby  was 
shot  in  the  left  arm  during  a skirmish  in  front  of 
Gordonsville,  and  was  unable  to  engage  in  active 
duty  for  about  a month,  but  remained  with  his  com- 
pany in  camp  at  Lovettsville  until  March  1.  1S65, 
when  they  went  down  the  valley  to  Wheeling.  W. 
Va.  The  war  being  over,  and  his  services  no 
longer  needed,  he  was  finally  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville. Ky..  August  18.  1865.  and  returned  home  with 
a war  record  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 

After  aiding  his  father  on  the  farm  for  a year, 
Mr.  McKeeby  went  West,  where  he  spent  two  vears 
in  the  employ  of  the  government  surveys,  and  in 
helping  build  the  Western  Pacific  railroad  and  other 
work,  spending  some  of  the  time  in  the  lumber 
woods.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Xew  York  State, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  and 
on  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county  operated  a 
farm  in  Forest  Lake  township  for  a few  years,  after 
which  he  again  went  West.  Since  1885.  however, 
he  has  made  his  home  continuously  upon  his  pres- 
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ent  farm  -in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  in  his  fanning  operations  has  met  with  excellent 
success.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  and  in  his 
social  relations  is  a member  ot  the  Knights  of 
Honor  at  Susquehanna.  He  is  an  esteemed  resi- 
dent of  the  community,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  its  prosperity,  aiding  all  beneficial  schemes  tend- 
ing to  improve  its  moral,  educational  or  social 
status. 

in  Brookdale,  Penn.,  February  29,  1880,  Mr. 
McKeeby  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hattie  Travis,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Travis,  of 
Susquehanna  county.  She  died  in  1882.  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  McKeeby 
cemetery.  On  September  9,  1886,  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  he  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Florence  S.  Morgan,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children : Margery  E.,  Edith  L.  and  Philip 

Sheridan.  Mrs.  McKeeby  was  born  in  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  January  iS,  1862, 
a daughter  of  William  B.  and  Margery  A. 
(Thomas)  Morgan,  natives  of  Susquehanna  and 
Luzerne  counties,  Penn.,  respectively.  In  early  life 
her  father  removed  to  Luzerne  county,  where  he 
married,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering 
until  1856,  when  he  returned  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  entered  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  as  a member  of  Company  B,  52nd  P.  V.  I., 
and  died  in  hospital  in  South  Carolina.  December 
25,  1864,  being  laid  to  rest’in  the  soldiers  cemetery 
at  Beaufort,  that  State.  He  was  born  June  3,  1828, 
a son  of  James  and  Marv  (Brumley)  Morgan, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  here  remained.  Mrs. 
McKeeby's  mother  died  March  27,  1893,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-eight  years,  on  the  farm  in  Jessup  town- 
ship now  owned  by  our  subject,  and  was  buried  in 
Bolles  cemetery,  same  township.  Her  children 
were  Edgar  A.,  who  married  Catherine  Davvault, 
and  is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Williamsport, 
Penn ; Mary  J.,  wife  of  Clark  Vaughn,  a farmer 
of  Bridgewater  township:  Charlotte  E.,  who  died 
unmarried,  and  Florence  S.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

THOMAS  P.  McCORMICK  is  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  T.  P.  McCormick  & Bro..  dealers 
in  general  merchandise,  groceries,  provisions,  boots 
and  shoes,  at  Xo.  213  Main  street.  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

Mr.  McCormick  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Silver  Lake  township,  August  13,  1865.  a son  of 
James  J.  and  Catherine  (Curley)  McCormick.  The 
father  was  born  in  Albany,  X'.  Y.,  but  was  only  six 
months  old  when,  in  1829.  he  was  brought  to  Sus- 
-quehanna  county  by  his  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  McCormick,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1827,  and  spent  their  last  davs 
in  Silver  Lake  township.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  also  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  of  which  her 
parents.  James  and  Catherine  Curley,  were  lifelong 
residents.  When  young  she  came  with  her  broth- 
ers to  the  New  World,  and  settled  in  Middletown 


township,  Susquehanna  county.  Here  she  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  James  j.  -McCormick,  and  they 
began  their  domestic  life  on  the  farm  in  Silver  Lake 
township  where  their  grandson,  James  -McCormick, 
now  resides.  The  father  taught  school  tor  six 
years  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  two  years  in 
Xew  York  State,  and  also  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  and  in  milling  upon  his  own  farm,  in  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer,  and  a man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence in  his  community,  being  called  upon  to  fill  a 
number  of  township  offices,  including  those  of 
auditor,  school  director  and  supervisor.  He  died 
January  29,  1898,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  his  wife 
December  12,  1884,  aged  fifty-four,  and  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Silver  Lake  cemetery.  They  were 
devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  was  a Democrat.  Their  children 
were  Alary  J.,  now  the  wife  of  James  Kane,  a 
farmer  of  Choconut,  Penn. ; Catherine,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Heavey;  James,  who  resides  on  a part 
of  the  old  homestead ; Anna,  wife  of  William  Cad- 
den.  of  Hawleyton,  X.  Y. ; Thomas  P.,  our  subject; 
Joseph,  who  is  our  subject's  partner  in  business; 
Maggie,  who  died  young;  and  Lawrence,  who  lives 
on  a part  of  the  home  farm. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  upon  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained 
with  his  parents  until,  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  commenced  teaching  school.  He  successfully 
followed  that  profession  until  1891,  teaching  his 
first  term  in  Choconut,  and  all  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty with  the  exception  of  one  term  in  X'ew  York 
State.  On  May  18,  1891,  he  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  in  partnership  with  Tames  Brady,  but 
a few  months  later  Joseph  McCormick,  his  brother, 
purchased  Air.  Brady's  interest,  and  the  business 
has  since  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
T.  P.  AIcCormick  & Bro.  They  carry  a large  and 
well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  by 
fair  and  honorable  dealing  have  built  up  an  excel- 
lent trade. 

On  April  29,  1891,  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
Air.  AIcCormick  married  Aliss  Loretta  AIcAIannus, 
by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Alary  Annetta.  Airs. 
AIcCormick  was  born  in  Choconut  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  August  25,  1868.  a daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Bridget  (White)  AIcAIannus,  natives 
of  Ireland.  In  early  life  the  father  was  a contractor 
for  tiie  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  but  later  engaged  in 
farming  in  Choconut  township,  where  he  died  in 
1874.  at  the  age  of  seventy  years;  there  the  mother 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church.  Their  children  were 
Alary,  wife  of  James  Curley,  of  X'ew  York;  Alag- 
gie,  deceased  wife  of  John  Alurphy,  of  Vestal.  X. 
Y. ; John  J.,  a resident  of  Hyde  Park.  Penn. : James 
P..  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Loretta,  wife 
of  our  subject ; and  Rebecca,  who  also  lives  with 
our  subject. 

Air.  AIcCormick  has  been  grand  officer  for  the 
Young  Alen's  Institute  for  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
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nia,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. In  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic,  and  in  his 
political  views  a Democrat.  He  has  become  quite 
prominently  identified  with  public  affairs  in  Forest 
Citv,  was  elected  to  the  town  council  in  1897,  for 
one'  term,  and  the  following  year  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board.  He  has  also  been  a dele- 
gate to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  four  times. 
He  is  quite  popular,  and  is  a man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness and  executive  ability,  whose  sound  judgment, 
unflagging  enterprise  and  capable  management  have 
brought  him  well-merited  success. 

HARVEY  BISFIOP.  Among  the  most  beau- 
tiful homes  of  this  section  is  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  has  held  for  many  years  the 
responsible  position  of  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  The  estate, 
which  was  formerly  known  as  the  Jacob  Palmer 
property,  is  located  in  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  one-half  mile  from  Honesdale,  within  the 
limits  of  the  village  of  Tracyville.  Mr.  Bishop  has 
spared  no  expense  in  improving  the  place,  having 
erected  tasteful  and  commodious  buildings  with  all 
modem  conveniences,  and  the  natural  advantages 
of  the  picturesque  location  on  the  banks  of  the 
canal  have  been  enhanced  by  artistic  designs,  it 
is  an  ideal  spot  in  which  to  pass  the  afternoon  of 
life,  and  our  subject  and  ins  estimable  wife  are  now 
enjoying  in  well-earned  repose  the  results  of  their 
years  of  effort  in  securing  so  desirable  a home. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  born  January  14,  1824,  in 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and  comes  of  old  Pennsyl- 
vania stock.  Hiram  Bishop,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  bom  in  Bucks  county,  whence  in  early 
manhood  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
married  Miss  Anna  Corselius,  their  home  being 
established  at  Bethany.  Both  died  in  1S75,  and 
the  father,  who  had  been  engaged  in  extensive  lum- 
bering operations  for  many  years,  had  at  that  time 
attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  Of  the 
fifteen  children  of  this  worthy  couple  four  died 
in  infancy,  the  others  being:  George,  who  died  in 

Missouri ; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Simeon 
Kimble,  of  Wayne  county;  Susan  (deceased  in 
1849),  wife  of  Ira  Compton,  of  Palmyra.  Penn.; 
Lany,  who  married  Charles  Leonard,  of  Joliet,  111., 
where  she  died  in  1897;  John  (deceased),  formerly 
a resident  of  Wayne  county,  where  his  widow  and 
family  still  reside;  Harvey,  our  subject,  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below ; Peter,  a resident  of 
Hawley,  where  he  is  the  local  superintendent  for 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  Henry,  who  is 
married  and  resides  at  Hawley;  Annie  (deceased), 
who  married  S.  B.  Hagelbarger,  formerly  of  Ga- 
lena, Ohio,  also  deceased;  Hiram,  who  is  married 
and  resides  at  Green  Ridge,  near  Scranton,  where 
he  is  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
Co.;  and  Miss  Katie,  who  resides  in  Hawley. 

Our  subject  received  a district-school  education 
in  his  youth,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  found  em- 
ployment as  a boatman  on  the  canal.  For  nine  years 


he  served  in  that  capacity  with  so  much  ability  and 
fidelity  that  he  attracted  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
company,  and  lie  u'as  then  promoted  to  the  position 
of  loreman  in  general  charge  of  the  canal  from 
Honesdale  to  Hawley.  About  seven  years  later  he' 
was  appointed  foreman  of  Section  Xo  1,  his  posi- 
tion being  the  same  as  assistant  superintendent,  and 
he  has  ever  since  continued  this  work  with  satis- 
faction to  his  employers  and  credit  to  himself.  1 he 
esteem  of  the  shrewd  business  men  who  manage  the 
atfairs  of  this  well-known  corporation  is  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  ability  and  worth,  and  .Ur.  Bishop  and 
his  family  may  take  a justifiable  pride  in  their  un- 
broken approval  as  shown  in  his  promotions  to  more 
and  more  important  posts  during  his  long  service 
with  them.  While  he  has  not  engaged  in  political 
work  actively,  he  has  always  taken  a Hearty  interest 
m public  questions,  and  111  early  life  was  an  Old- 
line  W hig,  later  a Republican.  In  religious  faith 
he  and  his  family  are  Presbyterians,  and  tor 
years  he  has  been  a leading  member  of  the  Church  at 
Honesdale. 

In  1849  Mr.  Bishop  married  Miss  Mary  Man- 
deville,  and  for  a time  they  made  their  home  at 
Leonardsville,  near  Hawley,  on  the  Texas  township 
side  of  the  Lackawanna  river.  About  1873  he  pur- 
chased his  present  homestead,  where  he  has  con- 
tinued to  reside.  Tw:o  children  have  brightened 
his  home:  (1)  Howard,  born  in  1850,  received  a 
collegiate  education,  and  in  early  manhood  was 
started  by  his  father  in  a grocery  business  at  Hones- 
dale, which  he  continued  successfully  for  twelve 
years.  He  then  sold  out  and  erected  a store  and 
dwelling  house  adjoining  his  father's  home  in  Tra- 
cyville,  where  he  conducts  a general  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  married  Miss  Annie  Baird,  of  Texas  town- 
ship, and  they  have  had  four  children,  Susie,  Frank, 
Emma,  and  George.  (2)  George,  born  in  1853, 
learned  the  printer's  trade  and  entered  upon  life  witn 
every  promise  of  success,  but  he  died  in  1880,  at  the 
earl}'  age  of  twenty-seven,  mourned  by  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends. 

Mrs.  Bishop,  who  has  been  a worthy  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  in  1828,  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, X.  Y.,  daughter  of  David  and  Phcebe  Mandeville, 
who  removed  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  in  1829, 
and  two  years  later  settled  permanently  at  White's 
Mills,  same  county.  Fler  father,  who  was  a tailor 
by  trade,  died  there  in  August,  1876,  and  her  mother 
passed  away  in  1877.  Mrs.  Bishop  was  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  five  children,  the  others  being:  Caro- 
line E..  wife  of  Henry  Garrett;  Benjamin  F.,  who 
married  a Miss  Jaynes  and  resides  at  Leonards- 
ville : John  E.,  who  married  Miss  Helen  Beards- 
ley. of  Texas  township,  and  now  resides  at  Hawley, 
where  he  is  employed  as  a machinist ; and  Joseph  H., 
who  is  married,  and  after  residing  for  some  time 
in  Middletown,  X.  Y.,  settled  in  Xew  York  City. 

CHARLES  FI.  ALTEMOSE.  one  of  the 
highly-respected  and  worthy  citizens  of  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  whose  life  has  been  devoted 
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to  agricultural  pursuits,  was  bprn  at  Albrightsville, 
Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  .November  20,  1853,  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Julian  (Haney)  Altemose,  natives  of 
Monroe  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Polk  township,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Pleasant  \ alley  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
•to  which  his  widow  also  belongs.  She  is  now  aged 
sixty-two  years,  and  resides  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children : Dawalt,  who  accidentally  shot 

and  killed  himself  while  out  hunting;  Charles  H., 
our  subject;  Ellen,  who  died  young;  Annetta,  wife 
of  Jacob  Trach,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  ; 
William,  deceased;  Julian,  wife  of  Henry  Radeline, 
of  Northampton  county,  Penn. ; Cornelia,  wife  of 
Milton  Shupp,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Munroe 
county ; Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Krome,  of  Effort, 
Penn.;  Emma,  a resident  of  New  York;  Jacob  F., 
a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Mathias  E.,  who 
is  with  his  mother.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  John  and  Hannah  (Arnold)  Altemose, 
also  made  their  home  in  Monroe  county,  as  did  the 
maternal  grandparents,  Charles  H.  and  Juliann 
(Hufsmith)  Haney. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Charles  FI.  Altemose 
passed  his  boyhood  and  .youth,  remaining  at  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  acquiring  an  ex- 
cellent knowledge  of  every  department  of  farm 
work.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  Polk  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  five  years,  and  on  selling 
that  place  bought  his  present  farm,  which  he  has 
greatly  improved  and  placed  under  good  cultivation. 
He  is  progressive  in  his  methods,  and  is  meeting 
with  well-deserved  success.  He  casts  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  for  one  year  most  effi- 
ciently served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  takes  an 
active  part  in  its  work,  and  for  several  years  has 
served  as  deacon. 

At  Sciota,  Monroe  county,  May  6,  1875,  Mr. 
Altemose  was  married,  by  Rev.  Daniels,  a minister 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  to  Miss  Anna  Shupp, 
who  was  born  on  the  old  fantilv  homestead  June  12. 
1854.  and  is  a sister  of  I'ranklin  D.  Shupp,  in  whose 
sketch  may  be  found  a record  of  the  family.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Altemose. 
namely : George  I'.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 

year,  seven  months  and  twelve  days;  James  H.,  who 
is  attending  the  Allentown  Ihtsiness  College,  at  Al- 
lentown. Penn.;  and  Sallie  M..  at  home.  The 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  best  social  circles 
of  the  community  in  which  they  make  their  home. 

WILLIAM  H.  OSBORN”.  Though  he  had 
almost  reached  the  age  of  exemption  from  military 
service  when  the  great  Civil  war  began,  being  then 
forty-two  years  of  age,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist,  once  it  was  seen  that 
there  was  serious  work  ahead  for  the  government. 


I Discharged  for  disability,  he  re-enlisted,  and  saw 
1 active  service,  participating  in  a number  of  engage- 
ments, including  some  of  the  most  memorable  bai- 
, ties  of  the  war.  It  is  a glorious  record,  and  one  well 
worthy  a typical  representative  of  a prominent 
Pennsylvania  family. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Tames  Osborn, 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  near  the 
Jersey  line.  He  was  a physician  who,  a century, 
or  longer,  ago,  practiced  his  profession  among  the 
pioneer  settlements  of  Lackawanna  county,  and 
there  died.  He  married  Asenath  Brady  in  New 
Y’ork  State,  and  left  a family  of  eight  children, 
namely:  James,  who  moved  to  Ohio,  and  there 
died;  John,  whose  descendants  now  live  in  Wayne 
county;  William,  father  of  our  subject;  Peter  and 
Henry,  who  went  West;  Hannah,  who  married 
John  Love ; Polly,  who  married  a Mr.  Grist : and 
Betsey  ,who  married  William  Ross. 

William  Osborn,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J„  December  23,  1778. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  removed  to  Lack- 
awanna county,  Penn.,  and  there  married  Elizabeth 
Holden.  He  removed  to  Wyoming  countv.  near 
Lake  Winola,  where  he  followed  farming,  and 
lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  eightv-four  years,  dying 
in  1862 ; his  wife  liyed  to  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children : Sydney,  deceased ; 

Asenath,  who  married  a Mr.  Dix,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased : Orilla,  deceased ; Polly,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ; William  Holden,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch ; Elizabeth,  who  married  James  Milligan, 
and  lives  at  Mill  City,  Penn.;  and  Joseph  G„  a 
resident  of  Dorrance,  Luzerne  countv. 

William  H.  Osborn  was  born  in  Lake  town- 
ship, Luzerne  county,  April  23,  1819.  He  was 
given  fair  school  advantages,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  began  for  himself  the  life  of  tarm- 
; ing,  lumbering  and  sawmilling.  He  has  in  his  life- 
j time  owned  three  sawmills,  the  first  in  Falls  town- 
i ship,  Wyoming  county ; the  second  in  Springville 
! township.  Susquehanna  county,  and  the  third  in 
■ Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  Os- 
born moved  to  Susquehanna  countv  in  1856.  For 
j seven  years  he  resided  in  Springville  township. 

then  moved  to  Lathrop  township,  where  he  has 
; since  remained.  He  purchased  a farm  of  275  acres. 

1 and  now  has  160  acres  partially  cleared.  He  is 
now  farming  the  old  mill  pond,  the  water  having 
been  drained  off.  Mr.  Osborn  enlisted,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  in  Company  A,  57th  P.  Y.  I.,  and  was 
with  that  regiment  until  discharged  for  disability. 
March  10.  1863.  On  April  5,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
- Battery  D,  of  the  First  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  and 
1 received  an  honorable  discharge  June  30.  1865.  He 
participated  in  sixteen  regular  battles,  including 
those  of  Chase  City  Cross  Roads,  Malvern  Hill, 
j Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks  while  in  the  infantry 
I service.  In  the  artillery  service  he  was  with 
j Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  at  Cedar 
I Creek,  Fishers  Flill  and  Winchester.  At  Cedar 
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Creek  a horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  and  that 
sharp  engagement  witnessed  some  heroic  work  by 
the  First  Artillery,  in  which  our  subject  was  espe- 
cially conspicuous. 

Mr.  Osbone  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  Wyoming  county,  was 
Alvira,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  .Betsey  (Scott; 
Post,  and  by  this  marriage  he  had  six  children,  but 
one  of  whom  is  living,  Marv  Ann,  wife  of  Isaaac 
Lonsberrv,  of  Chicago,  111.;  one  son,  Stephen  M., 
enlisted  in  the  57th  Infantry,  and  was  killed  Sep- 
tember 1,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Chantilly  ; Milton  and 
Melvin,  twins,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
with  diphtheria ; Lydia  died  when  one  and  a half 
rears  old ; Helen  married,  and  died  when  about 
twenty-one  years  old.  Our  subject  for  his  second 
wife  married  Catherine  Gregory,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester Gregory,  and  by  that  union  had  one  child, 
Sylvester  L.,  who  married  Minnie,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Sarah  (Reynolds)  Decker,  and  he 
has  two  daughters,  Katie  and  Eula. 

In  politics  Mr.  Osborn  has  been  a Republican 
since  the  party  was  organized,  and  has  held  various 
local  offices,  including  those  of  auditor,  poormaster 
and  school  director.  He  is  also  a member  of  Rog- 
ers Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Brooklyn,  Penn.,  and  is  now 
serving  on  its  official  staff  as  lieutenant.  He  has 
through  his  long  life  in  Susquehanna  county  ever 
been  an  earnest  and  industrious  citizen,  interested 
in  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
by  his  worthy  and  consistent  life  has  won  the  high- 
est esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

HEXRY  J.  HARRIS,  a well-known  general 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  meeting  with  well-deserved 
success  in  his  calling,  and  his  fine,  well-ordered 
farm,  with  its  carefully  cultured  fields,  its  neat 
buildings,  and  all  their  surroundings,  denotes  the 
skillful  management,  industry  and  well-directed 
labors  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Harris  was  born  in  South  Wales,  Febru- 
ary 16.  1847,  a son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Mas- 
tin)  Harris,  lifelong  residents  of  that  country.  The 
father,  who  was  a physician  by  profession,  died  1 
June  4.  1849,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years,  and  | 
the  mother  departed  this  life  in  18S0.  at  the  age  of  ; 
sixty.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Letitia.  who  i 
died  young;  John,  a tailor  of  Hereford.  England; 
Ann,  deceased;  Henry  J.,  our  subject;  and  Mary, 
deceased.  Henry  was  the  only  one  of  this  family  j 
to  come  to  America.  For  her  second  husband  the  ■ 
mother  married  John  Henry,  and  by  him  had  two 
daughters:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  John  Davis,  a 

farmer  of  Olympia,  Wash. : and  Ann.  a resident  of 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl-  . 
vania. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Henry  J.  Harris 
worked  in  the  mines  and  upon  the  farms  in  his 
native  land.  On  September  tq,  1870,  in  Llandovery, 
South  Wales,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Thomas,  who 
was  born  in  that  country,  December  21,  1847,  a 


daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Evans)  Thomas, 
farming  people  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  South 
Wales.  The  father  died  in  1862,  the  mother  in 
1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  Their  children 
were  Ellen,  wife  of  David  Price,  of  England ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Lewis  Lewis,  and  died  in 
South  Wales,  in  June,  1898;  Ann,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Thomas,  a fanner  of  Clifford  township;  and 
Margaret,  who  died  unmarried  in  South  Wales,  in 
1868.  Airs.  Harris’  paternal  grandfather,  Evan 
Thomas,  worked  in  the  lead  mines  of  South  Wales 
during  his  entire  life. 

Ihree  days  after  their  marriage,  September  17, 
1870,  Air.  and  Airs.  Harris  sailed  for  the  Xew 
World,  and  they  located  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where 
he  worked  in  the  mines  and  at  teaming  for  six 
months.  During  a strike,  the  following  year,  they 
came  to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
after  working  for  a farmer  for  one  year  he  operated 
rented  land  on  shares  for  one  year,  and  then  for 
nine  years  rented  a farm.  He  then  purchased  the 
Long  Pond  property,  in  Clifford  township,  and 
erected  thereon  a boarding  house,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a time,  but  not  liking  the  business  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  had 
charge  of  some  property  which  he  had  purchased 
while  at  Scranton.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
located  upon  his  present  farm  of  105  acres,  which 
he  purchased  in  1891,  and  has  since  successfully  en- 
gaged in  its  operation.  He  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune,  and  has  builded  wisely  and 
well,  for  through  his  own  industry,  perseverance 
and  good  management  he  has  become  the  owner  of 
handsome  property,  from  which  he  derives  a good 
income.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  its  principles,  and  is  a man  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
in  either  business  or  social  life. 

WILLI  A AI  T.  STRUBLE.  The  history  of 
any  human  life  possesses  interest,  but  that  of  a man 
who  has  won  success  in  any  line  of  effort  through 
his  own  energy  and  enterprise  is  instructive  and  in- 
spiring to  all  readers.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a well-known  citizen  of  Alilford.  Pike  county,  has 
made  his  own  way  from  youth,  overcoming  the 
obstacles  of  poverty,  and  at  present  owns  the  Saw- 
kill  Flouring  AI  ill,  located  in  Alilford.  on  the  pic- 
turesque stream  known  as  the  Sawkill. 

Air.  Struble  was  born  July  5.  1S5S.  at  Alon- 
tague.  X.  J.,  son  of  Ira  and  Anna  (Kittle)  Struble. 
His  father  was  a native  of  Branchville,  X".  T.,  and 
followed  the  cooper's  trade  there,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1864,  when  he  was  aged  thirty-five  years. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  born  at  Alontague.  X.  J., 
where  her  father.  Alason  Kittle,  was  a miller  and 
farmer,  and  she  passed  away  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this  worthy 
couple:  William  T.,  our  subject;  and  Frank,  a 

resident  of  Paterson,  Xew  Jersey. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  mother  until  he 
' reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  when  twelve  years 


■ 


1288 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


old  became  a clerk  in  a store  at  Hainesville,  X.  J., 
for  J.  M.  Stoll.  After  working  in  that  capacity  at 
intervals  for  ten  years,  he  removed  to  Montague, 
where  he  was  employed  four  years  on  a farm.  He 
then  spent  five  years  in  the  employ  of  Jacob  Horn- 
beck,  at  the  Montague  Mill,  and  on  leaving  that 
situation  he  crossed  the  mountains  to  Beemerville, 
N.  J.,  to  engage  in  the  hotel  business  at  the  "Moun- 
tain House.”  This  venture  proved  unsuccessful, 
and  after  losing  all  his  capital  he  returned  to  Mon- 
tague, and  at  the  end  of  a year  took  a position  as 
manager  of  Mr.  Hornbeck's  mill.  A year  later  he 
rented  his  present  mill  from  Mr.  Hornbeck.  paying 
$475  for  the  first  year.  The  rental  for  the  next 
year  was  fixed  at  $450,  but  Mr.  Hornbeck  insisted 
on  his  buying  the  property,  which  he  finally  did, 
paying  $4,800.  He  has  greatly  improved  the  place, 
putting  in  new  machinery  and  making  repairs  and 
additions,  at  a cost  of  $1,400,  and  the  entire  prop- 
erty how  presents  a decided  contrast  in  appearance 
to  its  former  state.  When  Mr.  Struble  first  took 
the  mill  he  had  but  $350  in  the  world,  and  at  pres- 
ent, notwithstanding  his  expenditures,  he  is  out  of 
debt.  He  owns  a pleasant  home  near  the  mill,  and 
the  latter  building,  as  now  equipped,  is  valued  at 
$7,000.  He  has  two  water-wheels,  giving  2.400 
horse-power,  and  in  connection  with  his  extensive 
flour  manufacturing  business  makes  large  quanti- 
ties of  cider.  In  politics*- Mr.  Struble  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  he  has  not  been  especially  active  in  par- 
tisan work. 

In  March,  1883,  Mr.  Struble  was  married,  at 
Sparrowbush,  XT.  Y.,  to  Miss  Anna  Van  Horn,  and 
their  home  is  brightened  by  four  children:  Cora, 

Anna  M.,  William  and  Florence.  Mrs.  Struble 
was  born  in  February,  1858.  in  Pike  county,  and 
her  father,  Peter  Van  Horn,  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Delaware  township.  He  is  a native  of 
Sussex  county,  New  Jersey. 

HON.  EBEN  P.  HINES.  M.  D„  for  the  past 
twenty  years  a resident  of  Great  Bend,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  has  not  only  been  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  that  section  but  a useful 
and  honored  citizen,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
early  emigrants  to  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  His 
grandfather,  James  Hines,  a native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  early  manhood  and 
settled  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
married  to  a Miss  Hancock,  of  that  county,  and  to 
them  were  born:  Jesse,  John  and  Marquis,  who  be- 
came farmers,  their  father,  however,  being  by  trade 
and  occupation  a stone  mason. 

Born  November  4.  1838,  Dr.  Hines  is  a 
son  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  (Morley)  Hines,  na- 
tives of  Bradford  county  and-  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  respectively,  where  their  births  oc- 
curred in  1805  and  1807.  Five  children  were  born 
to  these  parents,  namely:  Thomas  M..  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  war,  serving 
as  a member  of  32d  P.  Y.  I.,  and  died  at  Harrisburg, 
Penn.,  from  the  result  of  disease  contracted  in  the 


service ; Charles  G.  is  a farmer  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn. ; Sarah  E.  is  a resident  of  Laceyville ; Eben 
P.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Alzina-  married 
Charles  Ford,  of  Leraysville,  Penn.  The  parents  of 
these  children  were  farming  people,  plain  and  un- 
assuming though  possessed  of  sterling  qualities,  such 
as  make  good  citizens  and  men  and  women  of  influ- 
ence in  a community.  They  held  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  their  lives 
were  passed.  Both  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  The  father  died  in  18 — , and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  December,  1889,  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty. Penn.  The  father  in  his  political  views  was  a 
Democrat. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Hines,  our  subject,  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  his  boyhood  was  passed 
and  at  the  Montrose  Academy.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  attendance  in  1855  and  1856  of  some  eight 
terms  at  the  somewhat  celebrated  Harford  Universi- 
ty, from  which  went  out  many  who  later  became 
men  of  distinction.  Following  this  young  Hines 
himself  became  an  instructor,  teaching  school  in 
Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties.  Having  de- 
cided upon  the  profession  of  medicine  for  his  life- 
work  he  pursued  his  studies  to  that  end  with  Dr. 
Thompson,  of  Laceyville,  then  attended  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1865.  He  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  1866  at  Friendsville,  Penn.,  continu- 
ing his  professional  duties  there  until  in  June,  1879. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  he  attended  a course  of 
lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1874.  In 
1879  he  "located  at  Great  Bend,  which  has  ever  since 
been  his  place  of  residence  and  field  of  operation. 

The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  success- 
ful physicians  of  Susquehanna  countv.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies, 
and  also  of  the  Broome  county  (X'.  Y.)  Medical 
Society,  and  has  upon  various  occasions  been  dele- 
gated therefrom.  He  is  one  of  the  board  of  United 
States  Examining  Surgeons  for  Pensions  for  Sus- 
quehanna county.  For  nearly  a decade  past  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  local  school  board,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Great  Bend. 
In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a Republican. 
He  has  served  several  terms  as  burgess  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Great  Bend.  In  1876  he  was  the  nominee 
of  his  party  for  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, to  which  he  was  elected  the  same  year,  and 
served  with  ability  in  that  body  during  the  sessions 
of  18 77  and  1878,  having  been  a member  of  the 
committees  on  Pensions  and  Gratuities,  Geological 
Survey,  Labor  and  Industry.  Corporations  and 
Counties  and  Townships.  In  his  younger  and  more 
active  public  life  Dr.  Hines  was  influential  in  politics, 
and  to-day  his  advice  and  counsel  are  often  sought 
in  party  matters.  As  a Freemason  he  has  been 
active  in  fraternity  matters,  holding  membership  in 
Great  Bend  Lodge  Xo.  338,  and  Chapter  Xo.  210, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Commandery  Xo.  27,  K.  T. 
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On  April  12,  1870,  Dr.  Hines  was  married  to 
Eliza  Foster,  of  Dimock,  Penn.,  and  to  them  were 
born  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) Carrie  E.  Hines  was 
born  September  23,  1872,  at  F'riendsville,  Penn. 
She  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Great 
Bend,  and  then  attended  Wyoming  Seminary.  On 
January  4,  1899,  she  was  married  to  George  W. 
Sawyer,  who  is  the  landlord  and  proprietor  of  the 
leading  hotel  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  (2)  John  F.  Hines 
was  born  July  12,  1877,  and  died  January  25,  1880. 
(3)  Lillian  J.  Hines  was  born  November  5,  1881,  at 
Great  Bend,  and  was  graduated  at  the  high  school 
of  that  place  when  fifteen  years  of  age  with  class 
honors,  being  the  valedictorian,  and  at  seventeen  she 
was  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Bloomsburg,  on  which  occasion  she  was  the  essayist 
of  the  class.  She  is  now  taking  a post-graduate 
course  in  the  latter  institution,  which  course  she 
completes  the  ensuing  year.  (4)  Daisy  Hines  was 
bom  June  6,  1.883,  at  Great  Bend,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Great  Bend  High  School  in  the  class 
of  '89,  the  valedictorian.  (5)  James  Foster  Hines 
was  born  October  24,  1886,  at  Great  Bend,  is  still 
at  home  and  in  school.  The  family  of  Dr.  Hines  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Doctor 
is  a liberal  contributor  in  the  Church  and  to  all 
worthy  charities. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Foster)  Hines  was  bom  April  30, 
1849,  a daughter  of  John  -and  Amanda  (Tyler)  Fos- 
ter, of  Dimock,  Penn.,  born  in  1814  and  1822,  re- 
spectively. Mrs.  Foster  died  in  1884,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Foster  has  made  his  home  with  the  family  of 
Dr.  Hines.  He  ( Mr.  Foster)  was  the  son.  of  James 
and  Mary  (Mains)  Foster,  who  came  from  Ulster, 
Ireland,  in  1813,  settling  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
where  John  Foster  was  born.  The  family  removed 
to  Dimock  township  in  1838,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. John  Foster  in  1863  became  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  a time  at 
Dimock  Comers,  then  at  Friendsville,  until  1879,  in 
which  year  lie  retired  from  the  business.  His  chil- 
dren were : Eliza  ( Mrs.  Dr.  Hines  ) , Josephine  ( Mrs. 
Charles  Glidden),  of  Friendsville,  Frank  L.  (a 
farmer  of  the  vicinity  of  Friendsville),  and  John 
(of  Minnesota). 


C.  LOUIS  SNYDER  belongs  to  a family  dis- 
tinguished for  intellectual  attainments.  The  four 
eldest  children  have  all  been  school  teachers.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  follows  farm-  1 
mg  in  connection  with  teaciiing. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Sus-  1 
•)uehanna  county,  October  3.  1872,  son  of  H.  New-  ; 
ell  and  Hattie  Snyder,  ami  grandson  of  Horace  and  i 
faroline  (Cole)  Snyder.  Horace  Snyder  was  born 
in  Ellisburg,  N.  Y.,  and  with  his ‘family  moved, 
about  1840.  to  Greenfield,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. 

* >n  January  1,  1852,  he  moved  to  Lenox  township. 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased  a tract 
°t  land  and  remained  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  in  the  summer  of  1892.  at  the  age  of  eightv- 
two  years.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Eliza- 


beth Weaver,  who  was  born  in  1814,  in  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  by  whom  he  had  five  children : 
Sylvester  and  Charles,  both  of  whom  were  killed 
in  the  Civil  war ; Hiram  and  Fletcher,  who  reside 
in  New  York  City;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. On  September  23,  1847,  Mr.  Snyder  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Caroline  (Cole)  Chase,  and  to  their  union 
were  also  born  five  children : Fiorace  P.,  a dentist, 

who  lives  in  Grand  Rapids;  H.  Newell,  father  of 
our  subject;  Frank  A.,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Henrietta  Lamoria,  who  lives  near  Glen- 
wood,  in  Lenox  township  ; and  Caroline  A.,  who  died 
when  a small  child. 

H.  Newell  Snyder,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, June  23,  1850,  and  when  a boy  was  brought 
bv  his  parents  to  Lenox  township.  He  there  mar- 
ried Hattie  Smith,  who  was  born  - in  Abirigton, 
Lackawanna  county,  March  18,  1854,  daughter  of 
Eseck  and  Maryette  (Ross)  Smith,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  lived  on  a small  farm  which  he  pur- 
chased. He  is  now  residing  in  Nicholson.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  To  H.  Newell 
and  Hattie  Snyder  were  born  children  as  follows : 
C.  Louis,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Courtney  Niles, 
a graduate  of  the  schools  at  Mansfield,  Penn.,  and 
now  a teacher  in  the  Osceola  graded  schools ; Retta 
B.,  who  has  taught  school,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Elmer  E.  Harris,  of  Lenoxville,  Penn. ; Otto  E. 
(married  Myrtie  Everts,  of  Benton),  who  is 
employed  on  the  homestead  farm  ; and  Carrie  Y., 
Grace  M.,  Evan  R.,  and  Gladys  Irene,  at  home. 

C.  Louis  Snyder  in  his  boyhood  days  attended 
the  district  school  and  the  Nicholson  graded  school. 
He  graduated  May  10,  1894.  from  W ood’s  Business 
College,  Scranton,  Penn.,  since  when  he  has  taught 
school  in  winter  and  farmed  during  summer.  He 
has  taught  seven  terms  in  Lenox  township.  He 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  his  father's  farm,  all  im- 
proved. and  engaged  in  general  and  dairy  farming, 
besides  raising  small  fruits  for  the  Nicholson  and 
Scranton  markets. 

On  March  26,  1896,  Mr.  Snyder  married,  in 
Harford  township,  Fannie  Brewster,  who  was  born 
November  4,  1870,  daughter  of  Henry  D.  and 
Louisa  (Carpenter)  Brewster,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Irene  Louise,  born  July  2.  1899.  In 
politics  Mr.  Snyder  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  one  of  the  active 
and  enterprising  men  of  Lenox  township. 

ANDREW  WALTER  CONRAD,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Gelatt,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
successfully  engaged  in  wagon  making  and  general 
blacksmithing,  and  also  takes  an  active  anil  in- 
(luential  part  in  local  affairs,  being  a justice  of  the 
peace,  and  a member  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee  at  the  present  time.  He  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1858.  at  Glenwood.  Susquehanna  county, 
son  of  Rufus  Conrad,  and  grandson  of  Andrew  and 
Orplia  (Corey)  Conrad. 

Rufus  Conrad,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
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in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  as  an  occupation.  He  was  a good 
citizen,  much  respected  by  his  associates,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Lenox.  He  passed 
away  at  Glenwood  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  West  Lenox  ceme- 
tery. He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Crew,  who 
survives  him,  and  is  now  living  at  Glenwood,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  Her  family  has  been  identi- 
fied with  New  York  State  for  many  years,  and  her 
parents,  John  and  Malinda  Crew,  were  residents  of 
Greene,  N.  Y.  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  A.  Conrad 
had  the  following  named  children : Ansel  F.  is  a 

resident  of  Glenwood,  Penn. ; James  F.,  who  was 
blinded  by  the  explosion  of  a dynamite  blast,  re- 
sides with  his  mother ; Andrew  W.  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below ; Orpha  E.  married  Seemar  Pratt, 
a farmer  of  West  Nicholson,  Penn. ; Emma  L.  mar- 
ried Theron  Hinkley,  a clerk  in  Glenwood,  Penn. ; 
Charles  A.  is  a blacksmith  in  Glenwood ; Ernest  E. 
resides  in  Lestershire,  N.  Y. ; and  Miss  Lucia  is  at 
home. 

Our  subject  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
in  boyhood,  and  when  thirteen  years  old  left  home 
to  work  for  Sydney  Loomis,  a farmer  near  Loomis 
Lake,  Susquehanna  county.  He  remained  one 
year,  attending  school  during  the  winter  term,  and 
spent  the  next  year  with  Dennis  Oakley,  his  work 
consisting  mainly  in  driving  a team.  Later  he  was 
employed  by  Joseph  Brundage,  of  Gibson  township, 
and  other  farmers,  his  studies  being  continued  in 
winter  whenever  circumstances  would  permit,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  attended  school  at  Fac- 
toryville  for  two  terms.  He  then  began  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  after  one  winter  in  a 
shop  at  South  Gibson  entered  the  shop  of  an  uncle, 
C.  W.  Conrad,  of  Glenwood,  with  whom  he  spent 
three  years.  For  one  year  he  conducted  a shop  of 
his  own,  at  Hop  Bottom,  and  in  1885  he  located  in 
Gelatt,  where  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  business. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  the  past 
seven  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  county 
committee.  For  three  years  he  served  as  school 
director,  and  since  1891  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  having  been  re-elected  in  1896.  So- 
cially he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  be- 
longs to  Freedom  Lodge  No.  428,  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Huron  Lodge  No.  483,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  Washing- 
ton Camp  No.  400,  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 

On  September  1,  1884,  Mr.  Conrad  was  mar- 
ried, at  Glenwood,  to  Miss  Lelia  M.  Tingley,  and 
the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Ethel  M.,  born  May  18,  1888;  Jeanette  P.,  born 
August  27,  1890;  Walter  T.,  born  May  2,  1893; 
and  Marion  E.,  born  May  8,  1896.  Mrs.  Conrad 
is  a member  of  a well-known  family,  and  was  born 


lev,  father  of  Mrs.  Conrad,  was  born  in  Jackson 
township,  in  1835,  and  died  there  May  9,  1867,  hrs 
remains  being  interred  in  Jackson  cemetery.  He 
was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  life,  and 
was  a highly-esteemed  citizen,  and  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Mary  Tif- 
fany, who  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1839,  daughter  of  Milton  and 
Anna  (Rynearson)  Tiffany,  prominent  residents 
of  that  locality;  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  W. 
Conrad,  a retired  blacksmith  at  Nicholson,  Penn. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two  children,  Emory 
L.  and  Lelia  M.,  the  former  of  whom  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; he  married  (first)  Carrie  Benney,  and  (second) 
Hattie  Barrett.  By  the  second  marriage  Mrs.  Con- 
rad's mother  has  had  two  sons : Harry,  a railway 

mail  clerk ; and  Leon,  deceased. 

Hexry  Franklin  Conrad,  cousin  of  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  July  10,  1835,  in  an  old  log 
cabin  on  his  present  farm  at  South  Gibson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  a son  of  George  Conrad,  and 
grandson  of  William  Conrad.  The  last  named,  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  with  the 
British  forces  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  but 
deserted,  and  located  in  Philadelphia  for  a time. 
In  1778  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  settling 
first  in  Brooklyn  township,  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Dutch  Flats,  and  later  in  Harford  township. 
George  Conrad  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township  in 
1794,  and  settled  at  his  son’s  present  homestead  in 
1815.  the  locality  being  then  a wilderness.  He  died 
in  1856,  in  South  Gibson,  where  his  remains  were 
interred.  For  many  years  he  and  his  wife  were 
identified  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married 
Betsy  Resseguie,  who  was  born  July  12,  ijg'j,  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  November  24. 
1875.  in  South  Gibson.  Her  parents.  Samuel  and 
Freelove  Resseguie,  removed  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1812,  the  wagon  being  drawn  by  a yoke  of 
oxen,  and  their  remaining  years  were  spent  in  South 
Gibson.  To  George  and  Betsy  Conrad  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born : Ely,  who  died  in  South 

Gibson : Lucinda,  widow  of  J.  D.  Pickering,  of 
South  Gibson;  Phidelia  (deceased),  who  married 
Andrew  Corey,  a miller  at  Starrucca : Martin,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Martin  (2)  (deceased),  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war;  Freelove  (deceased),  who 
married  John  Guard;  George,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lenox  town- 
ship; Henry  Franklin,  mentioned  above:  William, 
who  died  in  Nicholson  Depot,  while  on  his  way 
home  from  the  army,  during  the  Civil  war : Ma- 
linda. who  died  at  the  homestead : and  Mary,  who 
married  Paul  Barriger,  of  Great  Bend.  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


August  29,  1866,  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 

county.  Daniel  Tingley,  her  grandfather,  an  early  CAPT.  ROBERT  J.  McCAUSLAND,  who 

settler  in  that  locality,  was  born  August  12,  1791,  has  attained  distinctive  preferment  in  military  circles 
and  died  November  13,  1853.  He  was  married,  as  commander  of  Company  G,  13th  Pennsylvania  Na- 
April  18,  1S13,  to  Ede  Potter,  who  was  born  June  ! tional  Guard,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  rep- 
29,  1793,  and  died  August  18,  1859.  Lelland  Ting-  1 resentative  business  men  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
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county,  was  born  February  9,  1S67,  in  Woodstock, 
Canada. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  William  J.  and  Agnes 
1 Law)  McCausland,  were  natives  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  Canada,  respectively.  They  continued  to 
make  their  home  in  Canada  until  coming  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, locating  first  in  Scranton,  and  in  1876  in 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county.  The  father  was 
a graduate  of  a college  in  Canada,  and  be- 
came a successfull  physician,  following  his 
profession  throughout  life.  He  died  January 
_>8,  1886,  aged  forty-four  years,  and  his  wife 
died  March  26,  1888,  aged  lorty-six,  the  remains 
of  both  being  interred  in  Montrose  cemetery.  They 
were  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  father  was  a Republican  in 
politics.  Their  children  were  Adeline,  wife  of 
W.  B.  Stoddard,  postmaster  of  Montrose ; koDert 
J.,  our  subject;  William  A.,  who  married  Frances 
Capell,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Mansfield,  Penn. ; 
Caroline,  wife  of  S.  J.  Jenckes,  a druggist  of  Mont- 
rose ; and  Janet,  a resident  of  the  same  city.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents, 'Robert  McCausland 
ana  wife,  natives  of  Scotland,  in  1859  emigrated  to 
Canada,  where  the  grandfather  was  instructor  in  a 
normal  school.  The  maternal  grandparents,  James 
and  Margaret  (Watts)  Law,  were  also  natives  of 
Scotland ; he  spent  his  last  years  in  retirement  from 
active  business,  and  died-ih  Pittston,  Penn.,  while 
his  wife  died  in  Montrose. 

The  first  six  years  of  his  life  Capt.  McCausland 
passed  at  Woodstock,  Canada,  then  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  three  years  later 
i to  Montrose,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  commenced  reading  medicine 
with  his  father,  but  after  the  latter’s  death  he  gave 
up  his  studies  along  that  line,  accepting  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  S.  J.  Sparks  & Co.,  at 
Montrose,  where  he  was  employed  for  six  . years, 
during  which  time  he  mastered  every  detail  of  the 
^ business.  In  1892  he  embarked  in  the  drug  business 
on  his  own  account,  and  is  now  enjoying  an  excellent 
trade. 

At  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  Capt.  McCausland  was 
married,  September  22,  1808.  to  Miss  Grace  G.  Mc- 
Kcage,  a native  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
Benjamin  F.  and  Maria  (Bensel)  McKeage. 
i Hie  father  is  now  a tobacco  broker  of  Clarksville, 

1 ennessee. 


In  company  with  William  D.  B.  Ainev,  Capt. 
McCausland  organized  a militia  company  at  Mont- 
,0'e;  -Way  5,  1892,  and  when  mustered  into  the  state 
•'•cry ice  Mr.  Ainev  was  commissioned  captain  and  our 
subject  first  lieutenant.  They  were  called  out  during 
tile  Homestead  riots.  As  Capt.  Ainev  resigned  in 
June,  1895,  our  subject  was  made  captain  July  1. 
He  and  his  command  were  on  duty  at  llazelton, 
I cun.,  in  1897.  \\  hen  the  war  with  Spain  broke 

"'it.  they  enlisted,  at  Camp  Hastings,  April  27, 
IN)8;  .were  mustered  into  the  United  States  ser- 
' ice  May  12,  as  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  L;  went  to 
t-amp  Alger,  May  19;  to  Camp  Mead,  September  1 ; 


to  Camp  Mackenzie,  November  14:  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  mustered  out,  March  11,  1899. 
Capt.  McCausland  returned  home  three  days  later, 
and  resumed  business.  In  June,  1899,  he  re-organ- 
ized Company  G,  and  re-entered  the  National 
Guard.  On  August  1,  1899,  he  resigned  the  cap- 
taincy, and  on  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  he 
was  appointed  battalion  adjutant  of  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  N.  G.  P.,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  socially,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the 
blue  lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  at  present  past  master  of  the  blue  lodge.  His 
political  support  is  always  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  On  February 
20,  1900,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Montrose,  for  a 
term  of  three  years.  He  is  a man  of  soldierly  bear- 
ing, and  is  quite  popular  with  his  company  and  fel- 
low citizens. 

SAMUEL  H.  BROWN  has  for  almost  twenty 
years  occupied  the  position  cf  boss  carpenter  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Railway  Co.  at  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  and  he  and  his  family  are  among 
the  most  respected  residents  of  that  place. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  1835  in  the  County  of 
Cornwall,  England,  of  which  his  father,  Thomas 
Brown,  was  also  a native,  born  in  1800.  The  latter 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that  calling 
until  1845,  'vben  he  commenced  to  build  boats,  and 
became  a trader  on  the  canal,  in  which  line  of  busi- 
nesss  he  was  engaged  for  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life.  He  passed  his  declining  years  in  retirement, 
and  died  in  1884.  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four, 
ten  years  after  his  wife’s  decease.  He  married  Grace 
Heard,  and  they  reared  a family  of  six  children, 
viz.:  (i)  Mary  married  John  Lane,  of  Cornwall. 
England,  and  they  reside  there  with  their  family. 
( 2 ) John  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Honesdale, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  carries  on  a clothing 
business.  (3)  Thomas  came  to  this  country,  and  set- 
tled in  Wayne  county  in  1848,  following  the  busi- 
ness of  contractor  and  builder  here  until  his  death, 
in  1878.  Fie  was  married,  in  England,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Box.  of  Cornwall,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren—Samuel  B.,  who  married  Miss  Emma  Frost, 
of  Jersey  City,  and  lived  in  Honesdale  until  his 
death,  since  which  his  widow  and  family  have  made 
their  home  in  New  York ; and  William,  who  married 
Miss  Emma  Henderson,  of  Honesdale.  and  died  in 
January,  iSgS  (he  left  no  family).  (4)  Jane  mar- 
ried Enoch  Burden,  of  Cornwall,  England,  where  she 
died  in  1897,  leaving  a family.  (5)  Samuel  H.  is  fifth 
in  the  family.  (6)  Charles  H.  has  passed  all  his  life 
in  England,  and  for  forty  years  has  had  his  resi- 
dence in  London,  file  is  married,  and  has  a family. 

Samuel  H.  Brown  spent  his  early  life  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  received  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  there,  in  the  public  schools.  In  1851, 
when  fifteen  years  old.-  he  followed  his  brother 
Thomas  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  for 
several  years  made  his  home  with  him  at  Damascus, 
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Wayne  county,  during’  which  time  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter  trade.  He  completed  his  trade  with  D. 
W.  Church,  of  Bethany,  and  soon  commenced  on 
his  own  account,  continuing  thus  until  nis  marriage, 
in  1858,  with  Miss  Hannah  Jerow.  of  Honesdale, 
who  was  a native  of  Newburgh,  X.  Y.  In  that 
year  he  returned  to  his  birthplace.  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, where  they  visited  during  the  winter,  and  after 
coming  back  to  this  country  they  made  their  home 
in  Honesdale  for  several  months.  In  1859  they 
again  went  to  England,  this  time  remaining  eight 
years,  during  which  period  Air.  Brown  worked  with 
his  father  as  a boat-builder,  and  in  1867  the  family 
settled  in  Traceyville,  Wayne  county,  where  they 
have  since  resided  'continuously.  Air.  Brown 
followed  millwrighting  here  for  a number  of  years, 
taking  contracts  for  saw  and  gristmills,  in  1879  en- 
tering the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  rail- 
road, with  which  he  has  since  been  connected  as 
boss  carpenter.  He  has  placed  himself  in  comforta- 
ble circumstances  by  his  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, and  he  ranks  among  the  intelligent  and 
valuable  citizens  of  the  community  where  he  makes 
his  home.  Though  his  business  has  occupied  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  Air.  Brown 
has  been  deeply  interested  in  local  affairs,  as  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen  should  be,  but  he  has  not  been 
particularly  active  in  any  line  except  school  inter- 
ests, for  the  advancement  of  which  he  is  always 
ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence.  He  has  served 
two  terms  as  school  director  with  faithfulness  and 
ability,  and  he  has  looked  after  his  children's  edu- 
cational training  with  the  same  zeal,  giving  them 
every  possible  advantage  for  learning.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 

In  1877  Mr.  Brown  bought  a fine  property  in 
Tracyville  known  as  the  Charlesworth  place,  locat- 
ed in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  and  he  has  made 
a number  of  improvements  during  his  residence 
here,  his  home  now  being  one  of  the  finest  in  that 
village.  His  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record : Sarah,  born 
in  Honesdale,  received  the  greater  part  of  her  edu- 
cation there,  and  after  reaching  womanhood  became 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Howell,  of  Carbondale.  who  has 
charge  of  the  postal  telegraph  station  in  that  town ; 
they  have  no  children.  Alelissa,  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  is  a highly-educated  young  lady,  having 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Honesdale  high 
school,  where  she  received  a collegiate  training. 
William,  born  in  England,  married  Aliss  Nettie  Pot- 
ter Goodman,  of  Honesdale,  and  resides  near  his 
parents  in  Traceyville ; they  have  one  daughter, 
Emma.  Samuel,  born  in  England,  married  AJiss 
Cora  Compton,  of  Honesdale,  where  they  reside,  he 
working  under  his  father  at  the  carpenter's  trade; 
they  have  one  son,  Edgar.  A [arietta,  born  in  Hones- 
dale. is  'she  wife  of  Hon.  R.  AT.  Stocxer,  a leading 
attorney  of  Honesdale;  they  have  one  son,  Alorti- 
mer  (Air.  Stocker  is  a poet  of  considerable  ability). 
Frederick  H.,  lxirn  in  Honesdale.  was  educated 
partly  in  his  native  town,  and  finished  his  schooling 


at  Kingston ; he  now  holds  a position  in  the  office  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents.  Raymond  ].,  born  in  Honesdale. 
is  at  present  attending  the  high  school  there.  The 
entire  family  are  identified  with  the  Al.  E.  Church 
of  Honesdale. 

HYDE  CROCKER,  a popular  railroad  postal 
clerk,  residing  in  Alontrose,  Susquehanna  county, 
whose  route  is  on  the  Narrow  Gauge  railroad  be- 
tween that  place  and  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  was  born 
in  Alontrose,  April  1.  1834,  and  belongs  to  an  old 
Colonial  family,  of  English  origin. 

The  first  of  whom  we  have  any  record  was 
Thomas  Crocker,  a native  of  England,  who  settled 
in  New  London  county,  Conn.,  in  1640,  and  was  one 
of  the  selectmen  of  the  Colony.  His  son,  Samuel 
Crocker,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  located  at 
West  Farms.  Conn.,  in  1671.  In  his  family  were 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  one  of 
whom  was  Jabez,  father  of  Thomas  Crocker,  Sr., 
who  was  born  in  1734,  and  died  in  Bozrah,  New 
London  county.  His  son,  Thomas  Crocker.  Jr., 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was  born 
in  Bozrah,  in  1766,  and  first  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  in  1799.  Here  he  built  a log  cabin, 
though  he  never  occupied  it,  and  soon  returned  to 
Connecticut,  remaining  until  the  spring  of  1800, 
when  he  again  started  for  this  State,  stopping,  how- 
ever, through  the  winter,  in  Lnadilla,  X.  Y.  W ith 
his  wife  and  four  children  he  floated  down  the  river 
on  a raft,  in  the  spring  of  1801,  and  located  at 
Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  re- 
mained only  a short  time,  and  then  moved  to  what 
is  known  as  the  Barnum  farm,  in  Franklin  town- 
ship. where  he  lived  for  one  year,  while  working 
for  Mr.  Barnum.  The  following  fourteen  years  he 
spent  upon  a farm  in  South  Bridgewater,  now  known 
as  the  Atherton  farm,  and  from  there  he  moved 
to  an  adjoining  farm,  where  he  was  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1848,  when  he  was  eighty- 
three  vears  of  age.  He  married  Betsy  Calkins  Hyde, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom 
Hyde,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  eldest; 
Harriet  was  born  December  24,  1794;  Lucius  B. 
was  born  Alarch  30,  1797;  Alary  Ann,  born  July 
27,  1798,  died  Alay  13,  1852;  John,  born  January 
23,  1802,  died  August  30,  1825;  Caroline,  born  July 
4,  1005,  died  August  11,  1809;  Samuel  A.,  born  Alay 
7.  1S07.  died  Alay  25,  1889;  and  Daniel  \V.,  born 
September  26.  1809,  died  Alay  13,  1871.  Hyde, 
Alary,  John.  Caroline  and  Samuel  A.  all  died  in 
Susquehanna  county. 

Hyde  Crocker,  Sr.,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Bozrah,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  January 
25.  1 793-  but  was  reared  in  Susquehanna  county. 
Penn.  In  1812  he  went  to  Cazenovia;  X.  Y.,  where 
he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  uncle. 
There  he  joined  a troop  which  saw  some  service  in 
the  war  of  1812.  Returning  to  Alontrose  in  1816, 
| lie  worked  at  building  until  1838.  He  was  mar- 
1 ried  at  Alontrose,  October  25,  1822,  to  Aliss  Sally 
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Cornwall,  who  was  born  in  Deerfield,  Mass..  March 
JC  1796.  The  progenitor  of  the  Cornwall  familv 
111  America  was  VVilliam  Cornwall,  an  English 
i’uritan,  who  came  to  this  country  with  Peter 
Blackler’s  expedition,  May  2,  1635,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  and  first  located  in  Hartford  county, 
Conn.,  later  removing  to  Middletown,  that  State, 
where  his  death  occurred.  He  was  born  in  1615, 
and  died  February  2,  16C8.  His  son  William  was 
born  in  1641,  and  from  him  the  line  of  descent  to 
our  subject  is  traced  through  William  (3),  born  in 
1671;  Andrew,  born  in  1700;  Andrew  (2),  born  in 
1735;  and  Amos,  born  in  1763,  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  who  was  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  In  Greenfield,  Mass.,  he  married  Abigail 
Severance,  who  was  born  September  4,  1768,  and 
both  died  in  Cairo,  Greene  Co.,  X.  Y.  The  names 
and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Richard,  February  25,  1787;  Samuel.  Jan- 

uary 3,  1789:  Abigail,  April  to,  17911  Richard, 
March  6,  1793  ; Cynthia,  July  25,  1794;  Sally,  March 
8,  1796:  Amos,  March  31,  1798;  Thomas,  June  30, 
1800;  George,  August  11,  1802;  Maria,  April  25, 
1804;  Solomon,  February  4,  1806;  and  Jonathan, 
June  17,  1809.  Of  these,  Abigail  married  James 
Deans,  and  lived  in  Susciuehanna  county. 

For  sixteen  years  after  his  marriage  the  father 
of  our  subject  livea  in  Montrose,  and  in  1838  re- 
moved to  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  1867,  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  Montrose,  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  He  was  a very  successful  farmer,  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  retirement  from  active  labor.  In 
early  life  he  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  on  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  voted  for 
bremont,  and  continued  one  of  its  stanch  support- 
ers. He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  he  united  in 
1832.  He  passed  away  July  4,  1886,  his  wife  May 
12,  1887,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mont- 
rose cemetery.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
eight  children,  namely:  Franklin,  born  December 
3-  1823,  died  December  24,  1823 ; Samuel,  born 
March  20,  1826,  died  the  same  day;  John  H.,  born 
April  8,  1828,  died  January  8,  1829:  Almon  H., 
born  December  6,  1830,  died  September  9,  1832; 
Sally  M.,  born  June  16,  1832,  is  the  widow  of  George 
M.  Dennison,  a farmer,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Scranton.  Penn.:  PTyde,  Jr.,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  order  of  birth;  George  W.,  born  Mav  23, 
1 S33.  married  Lovisa  Stone:  and  Thomas,  born 
■March  28,  1837.  died  September  6.  1840. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  Hyde  Crocker, 
Jr.,  went  to  Montrose,  where  he  served  a three- 
>cars  apprenticeship  to  the  wagonmaker's  trade 
under  Jonas  Mack,  and  then  worked  .at  his  trade 
t 'f  one  and  a half  years  in  Lynn,  Penn.,  and  two 
and  a half  years  in  Springville.  He  was  thus  em- 
I'b'.ved  at  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out.  On  April  18,  1861,  he  enlisted,  for  three 
>ears  or  during  the  war,  in  Companv  F,  6ad  X.  Y. 
\ • I.,  under  Thomas  Holt,  but  in  June  was  trans- 


| ferred  to  a cavalry  company  which  he  helped  to  re- 
j cruit,  afterward  Company  M,  1st  Xew  Jersey  Cav- 
| airy,  Capt.  John  P.  Fowler.  Fie  participated  in 
thirty-four  engagements,  including  the  battles  of 
Woodstock,  Harrisonburg,  Cross  Keys,  Port  Re- 
public, Cedar  Mountain,  Stoneman's  Raid,  Bull  Run 
(second),  Fredericksburg  and  Brandy  Station. 
During  the  last-named  engagement  he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  left  arm,  receiving  a saber  cut,  and  was 
captured,  June  9,  1863.  being  first  taken  to  Libby 
prison  where  he  was  incarcerated  eleven  months. 
He  was  next  confined  in  a prison  at  Macon,  Ga., 
for  two  and  a half  months,  and  at  Charleston,  S.  C., 
for  the  same  length  of  time,  after  which  he  was 
I sent  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  from  there  to  Wil- 
mington, where  he  was  paroled  March  1,  1865,  after 
almost  two  years  spent  in  the  loathsome  Southern 
prisons.  He  then  returned  home  on -a  furlough, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  June  23,  1865.  He 
served  as  orderly  sergeant  from  the  time  he  entered 
the  army  until  February,  1863,  when  he  was  made 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  and  was  filling 
that  office  at  the  time  of  his  capture.  He  received 
no  further  promotion,  but  after  his  return  to  his 
command  was  transferred  to  Company  A as  first 
lieutenant. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Crocker  re- 
turned to  Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  and  resumed  work  at 
his  trade.  There  he  was  married,  January  7,  1867, 
to  Miss  Anna  Caskey,  born  in  Deckertown,  AT.  J., 
October  1,  1833.  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cornelia 
(Haines)  Caskey,  who  were  also  born  in  Xew 
Jersey,  and  died  in  Port  Jervis,  X*.  Y.  To  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Crocker  have  been  born  two  children. 

The  day  after  his  marriage  Air.  Crocker  came 
to  Alontrose,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1867  opened  a wagon  shop, 
which  he  conducted  for  four  years.  In  1878  he 
was  made  railroad  postal  clerk,  and  has  since  filled 
that  position,  with  the  exception  of  six  years  during 
President  Cleveland's  administrations,  when  he  was 
tax  collector,  and  he  also  took  the  census  of  Alont- 
rose in  1890.  He  does  beautiful  work  as  a wood 
engraver,  and  has  two  canes  with  the  genealogy 
of  his  family  carved  upon  them,  which  are  fine 
pieces  of  wrork.  He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Society,  in  which  he  has  filled  many  offices, 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Alont- 
rose. and  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  Polit- 
ically ne  is  a stanch  Republican. 

EDWARD  PAYSOX  POPE,  general  agent 
for  the  United  States  Express  Col  at  Alontrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  the 
j coal  and  transfer  business,  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  public  interests  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  many  years,  and  has  most  creditably  and 
acceptable  filled  several  important  official  positions. 

A native  of  that  county,  he  was  born  in  Gibson 
township,  June  22,  1838.  a son  of  William  H.  Pope, 
whose  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere.  During  his 
1 youth  our  subject  worked  for  his  father  in  a cloth 
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mill  in  Gibson  township,  and  early  acquired  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  every  department  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  subsequently  became  part  owner  of  the 
mill,  which  he  operated  in  partnership  with  his  fa- 
ther until  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  1882, 
when  he  retired  from  the  business,  in  order  that 
he  might  give  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  removed  to  Montrose.  After 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  served  as  deputy  sher- 
iff under  Z.  D.  Jenkins  for  fourteen  months,  and 
then  purchased  a half-interest  in  the  mail  route  be- 
between  Montrose,  New  Milford  and  Alford,  run- 
ning three  stages  a day  to  New  Milford  and 
two  to  Alford,  until  the  railroad  was  built,  when  he 
was  appointed  express  agent  at  Montrose,  which  po- 
sition he  still  fills.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  coal  business,  having  been  a partner 
of  Billings  Stroud  until  the  latter's  death,  in  June, 
1899.  He  is  an  upright  and  reliable  business  man, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

On  January  22,  1862,  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Mr.  Pope  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hill,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children : Agnes  J.,  wife  of  R.  P.  Little,  of  Mont- 
rose; Minnie  A.,  wife  of  George  C.  Burns,  a drug- 
gist of  the  same  place;  and  Ethel  M.  S.,  wife  of 
Rev.  E.  K.  Thomas,  a Baptist  minister  of  Montrose. 
Mrs.  Pope  was  born  in_  Sliepton  Mallet,  England, 
March  30,  1841,  and  came  alone  to  America  in  1859, 
locating  in  Gibson  township.  Her  parents,  William 
and  Joanna  (Hill)  Hill,  were  lifelong  residents  of 
England,  where  the  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  the 
mother  in  1845  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Plester,  who  married  Radcliffe  Wood, 
and  died  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn. ; William  and  John,  who  both  died  in  Eng- 
land ; Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Cox,  of  England ; 
Thomas,  who  died  in  England ; Susan,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Tyler,  a farmer  of  New  Milford  township. 
Susquehanna  county  : George,  who  died  in  England  ; 
James,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township ; Elizabeth,  wife 
of  George  Cook,  of  England ; Edward,  also  a resi- 
dent of  England;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Joanna,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Pope  has  always  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been 
honored  with  several  local  offices  besides  that  of 
sheriff,  having  served  as  constable  in  Gibson  town- 
ship eight  years ; collector  of  Montrose  three  years ; 
and  town  councilman  four  years,  tie  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Montrose,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  several 
years. 

JOSEPH  McCOXXELL  comes  of  that  sturdy 
Irish  stock  to  whom  obstacles  are  but  an  incentive 
to  success.  Coming  to  this  country  when  a youth  of 
sixteen  years,  he  has,  through  hard  work  and  that 
rugged  honesty  which  distinguishes  his  race,  at- 


tained the  enviable  position  which  he  now  holds 
among  Ins  neighbors  and  friends.  But  of  this  more 
will  be  said  hereafter ; it  is  of  interest,  first,  to  speak 
of  his  ancestry  and  family  connections. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph  and 
Ellen  McConnell,  were  natives  of  the  eastern  portion 
of  Ireland, where  they  lived  and  died; he  was  a tenant 
farmer.  Our  subject's  father,  John  McConnell, 
was  likewise  a farmer,  but  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
his  holding  being  at  Bangor,  where  the  subject  of 
I the  present  sketch  was  born  on  June  5,  1819.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Saraii  McCollough.  and 
ner  birthplace  was  in  Scotland.  Both  his  parents 
died  in  Ireland,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty-four, 
in  1832,  the  mother  in  1845,  in  her  seventieth  year. 
Both  were  devout  Presbyterians,  and  both  passed 
into  rest  “full  of  years  and  of  good  works."  They 
were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  six  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  nine  who  reached  mature  years 
were  Ellen,  Mary,  Sarah,  Jennie,  Margaret,  Doro- 
thy, David,  John  and  Joseph.  Of  these,  Alary,  Dav 
id  and  Joseph  came  to  America,  and  of  the  entire 
family  only  Joseph  McConnell  survives;  Mary  mar- 
ried Robert  Alexander,  a farmer  of  Harford  town- 
ship, who  is  also  dead. 

As  has  been  said,  Joseph  McConnell  emigrated 
from  Ireland  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  old. 
For  twenty  years  he  lived  in  New  York,  and  during 
the  first  four  years  of  that  period  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  saddlery  trade,  working  part  of 
j the  time  on  military  harness  for  the  government. 

! Having  mastered  the  trade,  he  embarked  in  busi- 
j ness  on  his  own  account,  in  which  he  was  moderate- 
i ly  successful.  Like  his  parents,  he  was  an  earnest 
I Presbyterian,  and  for  some  time  served  as  trustee 
of  the  Eleventh  Presbyterian  Church,  in  New  York 
I City.  In  May,  he  removed  to  Susquehanna 

I county,  and  bought  a farm  in  Harford  township. 

where  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since,  having  ac- 
j quired  a valuable  property.  He  owns  146  acres  of 
i farm  land,  well  stocked  and  improved,  a timber 
! tract  of  sixty-seven  acres,  and  a fine  pond  of  eighty- 
I three  acres,  all  of  which  are  contiguous,  besides  other 
I holdings. 

Before  leaving  New  York  Air.  McConnell  was 
married,  November  15  1842.  to  Mary  McMurray.  the 
officiating  minister  being  Rev.  Dr.  Smith.  Miss  Mc- 
Murray was.  like  himself,  a native  of  Bangor,  where 
she  was  born  in  1S20.  daughter  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Murray. a wagon  maker  : her  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Ellen  Dennison.  She  died  in  1894  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-nine  years,  a "mother  in 
i Israel’’  honored  and  mourned  by  the  many  whose 
wants  she  alleviated  and  by  all  who  knew  her  worth. 
Mr.  McConnell's  marriage  was  blessed  with  twelve 
j children,  of  whom  three  died  in  infancy  in  New  York 
| City.  Knox  L.  died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two.  Martha  became  tiie  wife  of  Fred  Wilcox,  a 
Harford  farmer,  and  is  deceased.  Those  yet  liv- 
j ing  are:  Joseph,  Jr.,  unmarried,  and  conducting  the 
j home  farm;  John  C..  a druggist  at  New  Milford: 
i Sarah,  unmarried,  and  living  at  home ; Washington 
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\\'  in  the  employ  of  the  Manhattan  Railroad,  and 
living  in  New  York  City;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Coe 
Stearns,  a fanner  of  Harford ; Maggie,  who  mar- 
ried Wallace  Gow,  also  a prosperous  Harford  farm- 
er; and  Thomas  D.,  whose  home  is  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  McConnell  has  been  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  for  half  a century. 

TRACY  H.  SMITH,  farmer  and  stockman  of 
Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the 
respected,  well-to-do  residents  of  Ins  section,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families.  He 
is  a son  of  Isaac  Smith,  and  a grandson  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  came  from  Philadelphia 
to  Wayne  county  among  its  first  settlers,  and  here 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  left  a 
family  of  six  children,  Sally,  John,  Laura,  Hulda, 
Henry  and  Isaac,  of  whom  the  eldest  daughter  mar- 
ried George  Brannon,  of  Oregon  township,  this 
county;  John,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican 
war,  riiarried,  and  died  in  Wayne  county,  leaving  a 
family;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Brannmg, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a mother  of  a large  family ; 
Hulda  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Tyler,  of  Damascus  ; 
Henry  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  a 
few  years  ago,  leaving  a wife  and  children. 

Isaac  Smith  was  born  in  1818,  in  Oregon  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  married  Morilla  Young, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  namely:  John,  born 
in  Oregon  township,  married'Miss  Mary  Shaffer,  of 
Michigan,  and  they  reside  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where- 
lie  is  a prosperous  business  man,  engaging  in  steam- 
l>oating  and  handling  lumber  on  the  lakes;  they 
have  no  family.  Katie  is  the  wife  of  Porter  Smith, 
of  McKean  county,  Penn.,  and  has  six  children, 

1 racy,  John,  Frank,  Charles,  Chester  and  Mary. 
Tracy  H.  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  Lucinda. 
lx>rn  in  Wayne  county,  married  George  Deo,  of 
M arren  county,  Penn.,  and  has  a family.  Henry, 
B'tn  in  1852,  in  Damascus,  married  Miss  Grace 
Bavie,  of  Oregon,  and  has  one  son,  Raymond : they 
live  in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged  as  engineer 
in  the  foundry.  Lydia  married  Frank  Bedford,  of 
Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  has  four  children,  Henry, 
Minnie,  Earl,  and  Grade;  they  make  their  home  in 
M arren  county,  Penn.  Emma,  born  in  Oregon 
township,  is  the  wife  of  Everett  Reynolds,  who  owns 
a line  farm  in  Damascus  township,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  general  agriculture  and  lumbering;  they 
ave  two  children,  Morris  and  Myrtle.  Isaac,  born 
in  ( iregon  township,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Clemens, 

1 Deberry,  and  they  live  on  the  old  home  farm 
"ith  his  father  and  mother:  they  have  four  sons, 
J"hn,  Calvin,  Leroy  and  Clyde.  When  a young  man 
'•tac  Smith,  Sr.,  made  a purchase  of  wild  land  in 
’ ’rcgnn  township,  which  he  has  lived  to  see  cleared 
•uid  improved  with  a comfortable  resid'ence,  good 
n Hidings,  etc.,  and  equipped  with  various  other 
' ■•nvenienccs  unknown  to  farmers  when  he  began  the 
""fk  of  converting  his  property  into  a profitable 
i.irm.  His  noble  wife,  who  had  her  share  in  the 
'•trdships  and  privations  which  the  pioneers  endured 


while  the  country  was  still  in  its  primitive  state,  has 
also  been  spared  to  him,  and  they  are  now  enjoying 
their  declining  years  amid  the  comforts  acquired  by 
early  toil. 

Tracy  H.  Smith  was  born  January  3,  1847,  in 
Oregon  township  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm,  during  his  boyhood  receiving  a good  common 
school  education.  He  was  but  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government 
for  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
F,  3rd  Pensylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Army  of  the 
James,  under  Gen.  Ord,  sworn  in  at  Easton,  Penn. 
His  first  engagement  was  in  November,  1864,  at 
Fort  Harrison,  when  both  sides  experienced  heavy 
losses,  but  they  succeeded  in  driving  the  Rebels 
back.  During  the  winter  the  regiment  was  incor- 
porated into  the  188th  P.  V.  I.,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1865  Mr.  Smith’s  command  was  detached  to  fol- 
low up  the  guerrilla  general,  Moseby,  at  which  they 
were  engaged  until  Lee's -surrender,  from  that  time 
untii  the  end  of  their  term  of  service  guarding  gov- 
ernment property.  Our  subject  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Philadelphia,  on  November  9.  1865,  and 
not  long  after  his  return  home  he  went  to  Mason 
county,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years, 
following  lumbering  in  the  pineries.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  came  back  to  his  native  State,  for  four 
years  working  in  W arren  county,  and  he  has  since 
lived  in  Wayne  county,  engaging  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising. 

In  March,  1878,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Adeline  Loveless,  of  Damascus, 
daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  Loveless,  the  former 
of  whom  is  one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  of  Wayne 
county,  and  the  young  couple  located  on  a new  farm 
in  Damascus,  which  Sir.  Smith  commenced  to  clear. 
The  tract  contains  fifty  acres,  all  of  which  is  now 
under  cultivation  and  highly  improved,  with  good 
buildings,  neat  fences  and  other  appurtenances  of 
a well-conducted  and  carefully  managed  farm.  The 
place  is  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses  and  other 
domestic  animals,  and  is  a valuable  and  desirable 
piece  of  property,  made  so  by  the  owner's  constant 
toil  during  his  residence  thereon,  a fact  which  is 
much  to  his  credit. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  among  the  most  es- 
teemed residents  of  Damascus  township,  and  de- 
serve the  respect  which  is  everywhere  accorded 
them.  They  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
religious  connection.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Democrat,  of  the  old  Jacksonian  stripe.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  local  G.  A.  R.  circles,  belonging  to  Capt. 
Tames  Ham  Post  No.  198,  of  Honesdale.  and 
lie  takes  a loyal  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  that 
body. 

WILLIAM  A.  DECKER  is  a well-known  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Dundaff.  Susquehanna  county, 
now  engaged  in  general  farming  and  also  conduct- 
ing the  "Dundaff  House,"  one  of  the  most  popular 
hotels  of  this  section  of  the  county.  It  was  erected 
by  Gould  Phinncv,  contains  twenty-four  rooms,  and 
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is  conveniently  located  six  miles  from  Carbondale 
and  thirty  miles  from  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  April  16,  1844,  a son  of  Lewis 
and  -Maria  T.  ( Shultz ) Decker,  the  former  a native 
of.  Germany,  the  latter  of  Bedilehem,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn.  They  were  married  in  Bethlehem,  and 
thence  removed  to  Monroe  county  in  1S44,  locat- 
ing in  Chestnut  Hill  township  when  it  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  they  had  to  cut  away 
the  brush  before  erecting  their  house.  The  father  was 
a farmer  and  cabinet  maker,  and  served  as  constable 
and  tax  collector  in  his  township.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  in  February,  1866,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  Chestnut  Hill  cemetery,  while 
his  wife  died  in  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  in  April,  1892, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  there.  They  were  members 
of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being  Charles,  who  died  in 
Monroe  county;  Ellen,  wife  of  Charles  Rice,  of 
Bethlehem ; and  James  and  Sidney,  who  both  died 
in  Monroe  county. 

William  A.  Decker  was  reared  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  took  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  successfully  operated  for  six  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Bethlehem,  and  for  a year  and  a 
half  was  fireman  on  an, -.engine  on  the  Northern 
Pennsylvania  railroad.  On  May  10,  ;8“6,  he  was 
promoted  to  engineer,  and  filled  that  position  for 
eight  years.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Northampton  county  for  four  years,  and  for  three 
years  conducted  a hotel  at  Hellertown,  that  county. 
For  the  same  length  of  time  he  was  similarly  em- 
ployed at  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
April,  1892,  purchased  his  present  hotel  of  S.  F. 
Williams.  Here  he  has  since  carried  on  operations 
as  hotel  proprietor  and  general  fanner  with  marked 
success,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  and  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  Dundaff.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and  has  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  borough  for  three  years,  but  has 
never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public 
office.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Lutheran,  but  there 
is  no  Church  of  that  denomination  in  Dnndaff. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  No.  112,  of  Hellertown. 

Mr.  Decker  has  been  twice  married,  first  at 
Brodheadsville,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Anglemover. 
by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Hilorius,  who  married 
Lottie  Huttlestem  and  resides  in  South  Bethlehem. 
Mrs.  Decker  was  a native  of  Tannersville.  Monroe 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Adam  Anglemover.  She 
died  in  February,  iSb6.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Chestnut.  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county. 

In  February,  1870,  in  South  Bethlehem,  Mr. 
Decker  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Herring)  Walker, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children:  Ellen,  now’  the 
wife  of  Orlando  ( )ld.  a carpenter  of  Allentown, 
Penn. ; and  Wilson,  a merchant  of  Dundaff",  who 


! married  Edith  Rimen.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Decker  was 
| born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  February  5,  1841, 
i a daughter  ot  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Frabeij  Her- 
! ring.  Her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 

I ana  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  born 
in  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  there 
in  1863,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Her  mother  wras  born 
in  Monroe  county,  April  16,  1817,  and  is  now  living 
in  Salisbury,  Lehigh  county,  Penn.  The  children 
born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  Annie,  wife  of 
Reuben  Transom,  ot  Bushkill  Center,  Penn.;  Cath- 
erine, wdfe  of  William  Moritz,  of  Salisbury,  Penn. ; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  tw'enty  years ; Arthur,  who  died  at  the  age 
! of  fifteen ; Helena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Rhodes,  of  Amos,  Penn. ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Peter  Stener,  of  Salisbury ; and  Le- 
nora,  wife  of  Sylvester  Yocoby,  Qt"  Seidersville, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  Mrs.  Decker's  paternal 
grandparents,  Andrew -and  Catherine  (Mozicr)  Her- 
ring, were  farming  people  of  Bath,  Penn.  ' Mrs. 
Decker  first  married  Samuel  Walker,  a carpenter 
by  trade,  and  a son  of  Jacob  W.  Walker.  He  died  in 
Bath,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
leaving  her  with  one  son,  Peter  J.,  who  is  a police 
officer  in  a bank  at  Bethlehem ; he  married  Carrie 
Lambert,  and  has  three  children — Harry  L.,  \\  ill- 
iam  P.  and  Ada. 

THOMAS  HOWELL  PHINNY,  of  Dun- 
dafif,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a son  of  Thomas  P. 
Phinny,  and  a grandson  of  Gould  Phinny.  A his- 
tory of  Susquehanna  county  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  a sketch  of  the  once  prosperous  town 
of  Dundaff,  or  of  the  part  that  Gould  Phinny  took 
in  building  up  the  beautiful  little  town,  situated  near 
the  two  beautiful  lakes  known  as  Crystal  and  New- 
ton Lakes,  now  being  built  up  with  summer  hotels 
and  cottages  for  a summer  resort.  At  the  time 
Gould  Phinny  took  up  his  residence  at  Dundaff  it 
consisted  of  but  a few  houses,  but  through  his  fore- 
sight, energy  and  push  it  soon  became  one  of  the 
finest  business  towns  in  Susquehanna  county.  He 
built  a gristmill,  axe  and  scythe  factory,  tannery, 
and  glass  factory,  started  a bank  and  also  a printing 
press,  hotel,  blacksmith,  harness  and  wagon  shop. 
I By  his  thrift,  industry  and  upright  dealing  he  be- 
| came  quite  wealthy’  for  the  times  and  surrounding' 
| in  which  he  lived.  Aside  from  his  interests  at  Dun- 
daft  he  purchased  a plantation  near  Richmond.  \ a., 
where  he  would  take  his  family  each  fall,  spending 
| the  winter  months  there,  and  returning  in  the  spring 
to  spend  the  summer  months  at  his  old  homestead. 
As  there  were  no  railroads  through  the  country  at 
that  time,  he  would  make  the  journey  through  the 
the  country  with  his  horses  and  carriage.  Mr.  Chin- 
ny took  quite  a prominent  interest  in  the  State 
militia  and  was  for  a number  of  years  colonel  ot  a 
regiment.  Battalion  training  days  used  to  be  con- 
[ sidered  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important 
days  of  the  time,  and  was  looked  forward  to  by  citi* 
I zens  from  all  over  the  countv  who  would  come  from 
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a distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  see  the  sol- 
diers march,  drill,  and  finally  wind  up  with  a hotly- 
contested  sham  battle. 

Thomas  P.  Phinny,  son  of  Gould  Phinny,  was 
also  a resident  of  Dundaff,  and  always  took  a strong 
interest  with  his  father  in  building  up  the  town. 
He  was  a lawyer  by  profession,  having  been  admitt- 
ed to  the  Par  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-one,  and 
began  practice  at  Dundaff,  where  he  continued  thus 
for  many  years.  He  was  also  largely  engaged  in 
farming,  milling  and  general  merchandising,  be- 
ing a man  of  no  little  prominence  in  his  commu- 
nity. He  died  in  1SS9,  when  nearly  eighty  years 
of  age,  his  wife  in  1S92,  at  about  the  same  age. 
Their  remains  are  interred  in  the  Dundaff  cemetery. 
.Mrs.  Phinny  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Although  he  was  not  a member  of  any  denomination, 
Mr.  Phinny  gave  the  grounds  on  which  the  Episco- 
pal Church  now  stands,  and  was  always  one  of  the 
most  liberal  givers  toward  its  support.'  To  Thomas 
P.  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Howell)  Phinny  were  bom 
and  survive  them  four  children:  Thomas  Howell, 
Owen  P.,  Elizaoeth  G.,  and  Jennie. 

Our  subject,  Thomas  Howell  Phinny,  spent 
his  boyhood  days  at  Dundaff.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two he  married  Miss  FrancesSE.  Johnson,  daugh- 
ter of  Sylvester  Johnson,  also  a resident  of  Dundaff. 
1 hey  together  bid  good-bye  to  Dundaff  and  started 
out  for  new  fields.  To  themAvere  born  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  as  follows : Bessie  H.,  Thomas  G., 
Anna  and  Edith,  the  three  daughters  married  and 
residing  in  Chicago;  Thomas  G.  married  and  re- 
sides in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 


AWRY  HARRIS.  One  of  the  regiments 
which  during  the  Civil  war  proved  its  mettle  most 
gallantly  was  the  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  organized  in  the 
t dl  of  1862,  which  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
I lie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a member  of  Com- 
B,  entering  the  service  as  a private,  and  was 
mustered  out  as  a sergeant.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
"riting  a history  of  the  regiment,  collecting  those 
’acts  of  thrihing  interest  which  must  soon  fade 
■i"nv  unless  thus  collated  and  preserved  by  one  most 
admirably  qualified  for  the  work.  Mr.  Harris, 
unco  tlie  age  of  thirteen  years,  has  been  a resident 
: northeastern  Pennsylvania. 

( Hir  subject's  grandfather.  Awry  Harris,  was 
•'  native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  lived 
that  county  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninetv-three 
' ' ars.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
"Wed  farming.  He  married  Nancy  Avery,  who 
was  a native  of  Westchester  county,  of  French 
: :,1  < icrman  ancestrv. 


" .v 
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^ illiam  H.  Harris,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  • Y.,  July  23. 
• In  early  life  he  was  a carpenter  and  joiner, 
1 ,‘l.r  some  years  worked  as  a patternmaker  at 
'' cst  Point  Foundrv.  In  March,  1853,  he 
' vd  with  his  family  to  Benton,  Lackawanna  Co., 


, nn'’  " here  he  followed  farming  for  some  years, 

! ater  resumed  work  at  carpentering,  his  old 
8 2 


trade.  During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  an 
j invalid  from  a stroke  of  paralysis.  He  was  mar- 
j ried,  in  1837,  to  Miss  Ellen  Sprague,  who  was  born 
| in  New  Jersey  March  25,  1816,  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Effie  (Booth)  Sprague;  her  father  had  been 
! a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  family  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Ellen  Harris  consisted  of  six  children, 
namely:  William  H.,  born  April  12,  1838,  who  died 
December  8,  1880;  Awry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
! born  February  3,  1840;  Electa  J.,  born  June  30, 
1S42,  wife  of  A.  G.  Colvin,  of  East  Benton ; Enoch, 
born  April  11,  1844,  who  died  February  8,  1845; 
John  W.,  born  July  15,  1847,  a resident,  of  East 
| Benton;  and  Elisha,  born  October  14,  1849,  who 
died  June  6,  1851.  The  mother  died  December  15, 
1880,  the  father  January  9,  1885. 

Awry  Harris,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Fishkill, 
Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  thirteen  years  old 
when,  in  1853,  he  came  with  his  father  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. For  several  years  he  lived  in  New  York 
City.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  taking 
care  of  himself  as  a farm  laborer,  and  a year  later 
the  support  of  the  family  fell  upon  him  and  his 
elder  brother.  In  August,  1S62,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B.  143rd  P.  V.  I.  He  was  promoted  suc- 
I cessively  to  corporal  and  sergeant,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  in  June,  1865.  Mr.  Harris  was  with  the 
j regiment  during  its  long  and  memorable  career  and 
: participated  in  the  engagements  at  Chancellorsville, 
I Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsyl- 
i vania.  North  Anna  River,  Cold  Harbor,  Bethesda 
Church,  Petersburg,  siege  of  Petersburg,  Weldon 
railroad,  Hatcher's  Run,  Peebles  Farm,  and  the 
memorable  Weldon  raid  in  winter  months.  At 
Gettysburg  he  was  wounded  in  the  side  by  a ball, 
and  his  gun  was  destroyed  in  his  hand,  and  he  had 
a similar  experience  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
j Returning  to  Lackawanna  county  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Harris  engaged  in  gristmilling  at  various 
localities  from  1868  to  1879. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married,  January  1,  1870,  in 
: Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Kennedy,  who  was  born  August  24,  1840,  daugh- 
j ter  of  John  L.  S.  and  Nancy  ( Shiffer)  Kennedy, 

I granddaughter  of  John  and"  Elizabeth  (Barber) 

| Kennedy,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Josiah  and 
j Mary  (Stuart)  Kennedy.  Josiah  Kennedy  was  a 
native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  married  Mary 
Stuart,  who  was  born  in  the  South  of  Scotland ; 
migrating  to  America,  he  settled  in  New  York,  and 
; later  moved  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna 
county.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two  children : 
John,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Harris;  and  Lois, 
who  was  a deaf  mute.  Josiah  Kennedy  married 
for  his  second  wife  Esther  Barber,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Josiah,  who  married  Sarah  Van  Fleet,  of 
Dutch  ancestry  and  of  New  Jersey  birth. 

John  Kennedy,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Harris, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  was  mar- 
ried, December  25,  1806,  to  Elizabeth  Barber,  who 
was  born  February  23,  1785,  and  who  was  the  sis- 
ter of  Esther  Barber,  the  second  wife  of  her  hus- 
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band’s  father.  John  Kennedy  remained  through  life 
a farmer  of  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county, 
and  died  March  io,  1863.  His  wife  died  March 
8,  1854,  ag  ed  sixty-nine  years.  Their  children  were  I 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born  June  9,  1808.  married  1 
Nathaniel  Purdy;  John  Levi  Stuart  was  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Harris ; George  C.  is  a resident  of  Lacka-  j 
wanna  county ; Harvey  died  a resident  of  north-  j 
eastern  Pennsylvania : Mary  Ann  died  unmarried ; j 
Lucinda,  unmarried,  lives  at  Dalton ; David  X.  died 
on  the  old  homestead,  in  what  is  now"  Lackawanna 
county;  and  Esther,  unmarried,  lives  with  her  sister 
Lucinda,  at  Dalton. 

John  L.  S.  Kennedy  was  born  November  8. 
1809.  He  was  reared  in  Luzerne  county,  and  fol- 
lowed carpentering  through  life.  He  married 
Nancy  Shiffer,  who  was  born  June  13.  1813.  daugh-  j 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Blanchard)  Shifter,  of 
German  extraction,  and'  to  their  union  were  born  ! 
children  as  follows':  Helen,  who  died  unmarried;-j 
Martin  V.,  of  Lenox  township;  Mary  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Elizabeth,  of  Clark’s  Green;  Levi,  of 
Abington,  Penn. ; and  one  child  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  father  died  February  13,  1880,  aged 
seventy  years;  his  wife  survived  until  February  1, 
1888. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consists  of 
five  children  as  follows : Lyle  Lewelvn,  born  March 
29,  1871,  is  employed  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  rail- 
road, at  West  Pittston ; he  married  Sarah  E.  Bond,  i 
of  West  Pittston;  Elmer  Eckman.  born  June  7, 
1872,  married  Retta  B.  Snyder,  and  lives  at  Lenox- 
ville;  Alston  Awry,  bom  August  29,  1873,  is  at 
home;  Sumner  Seward,  born  June  11,  1877,  mar- 
ried Eva  May  Stephens,  of  Lenox,  and  lives  near 
Lenoxville;  Hector  Henry,  born  February  12,  1879,  j 
is  at  home. 

In  1879  Mr.  Harris  moved  to  Lenoxville,  and  | 
there  operated  the  gristmill  from  that  year  until  1 
1885.  He  there  purchased  his  present  farm  of  sixty- 
five  acres,  which  he  has  greatly  improved,  and  which  i 
his  son  Sumner  S.  is  now  managing.  In  politics 
Mr.  Harris  is  a Republican,  but  he  is  a strong  advo- 
cate of  Prohibition  principles.  From  1886  to  1891 
he  served  continuously  as  justice  of  the  peace, -and 
in  1898  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  both  himself  and  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr. 
Harris  is  a man  of  marked  literary  proficiency,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a valued  contributor  to 
many  papers.  He  is  at  present  correspondent  of  the  1 
New  Milford  Advertiser,  Scranton  Republican  and 
the  Leader  and  Advance  of  Carbondale. 

HENRY  BENNETT  is  a representative  farm- 
er of  Susquehanna  county,  pleasantly  located  in 
Clifford  township.  His  operations  have  been  marked  | 
with  uniform  success,  and,  in  addition  to  being  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  he  is  a business 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  wise  and  judi-  j 
cious  in  his  investments.  He  also  takes  advantage 
of  the  facilities  afforded  at  this  day  and  age  by  iin-  | 


proved  machinery,  and  all  the  other  appliances  re- 
quired by  the  modern  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Air.  Bennett  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
January  17.  1846,  a son  of  Wines  and  Anna  M. 
(Miller)  Bennett.  The  father  was  a native  of 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a son 
of  John  and  Margaret  (Lott)  Bennett,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1810.  They 
made  their  home  in  Gibson  township  for  fourteen 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Clifford  townshin,  where 
the  grandfather  followed  farming  until  his  death. 
He  was  born  in  1789,  and  died  in  1828,  while  his 
wife  was  born  in  1794,  and  died  in  1836.  Their 
children  were  Henry  and  Benjamin,  deceased; 
Wines,  father  of  our  subject;  Peter,  a retired  black- 
smith of  Clifford ; Alary  A.,  widow  of  Alark  Dale, 
who  is  mentioned  below ; Abigail,  widow  of  Joseph 
Halstead,  and  a resident  of  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Sarah,  who  has  . been  married 
three  times,  and  now  resides  in  the  West ; John,  who 
died  young ; and  Hulda,  who  married  William  Bell, 
and  lives  in  tne  West. 

Throughout  life  Wines  Bennett  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming-.  At  Benton,  Penn.,  June  24, 
1844,  he  married  Aliss  Anna  AI.  Aliller.  who  was 
born  on  Thom  Hill,  Clifford  township,  November 
6.  1825,  a daughter  of  William  and  Anna  (Baker) 
Aliller.  Being  offered  100  acres  of  land  if  he  would 
locate  in  Susquehanna  county,  her  father  took  up 
his  residence  here.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son. 
George,  in  Lenox  township.  His  children  were 
Adam,  who  died  young;  Eleanora,  deceased  wife  of 
Lyman  Bell ; Louisa,  wife  of  Pulaski  Chamberlain, 
of  Clifford  township:  Anna  AL,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject: Emaline.  deceased,  who  (first)  married  Benja- 
min Seaman,  and  (second)  James  Wilbur:  William, 
a resident  of  Clifford  township ; and  George,  de- 
ceased. The  mother  of  these  children  was  twice 
married,  her  first  husband  being  Jacob  Stevens,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children : Elizabeth,  deceased 
wife  of  Harrison  Finn ; and  Ebenezer  and  John, 
both  deceased.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
September  19,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  vears 
and  one  month,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford  Valley 
cemetery : but  the  mother  still  survives,  and  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Clifford  townshin.  Chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union  as  follows:  Henry  is 
the  eldest;  Florence,  born  August  Q,  1848,  is  the 
wife  of  Peter  Lott,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township: 
John,  born  Tune  29,  1850.  conducts  the  ‘‘Lonsdale 
Hotel,"  in  Clifford  township:  William  B.,  born  June 
3.  1852,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Clara  and 
Vines  both  died  young;  Ruffe,  born  Alav  8,  1859. 
lives  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother : La 
Grand,  born  July  6,  18O1,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford 
township;  Peter  died  in  August,  1894,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-one  years  and  twenty-five  davs ; and  Jesse 
V .,  born  Alav  8,  1S68,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  town- 
ship. 

During  early  manhood  Henry  Bennett  worked 
for  others  to  some  extent,  but  continued  to  make 
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his  home  with  his  parents  until  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Clifford  township,  in  1873,  since 
which  time  he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  its  culti- 
vation and  improvement  with,  most  gratifving  re- 
sults. He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church,  of  West  Clifford,  anti  a Prohibitionist 
in  political  sentiment. 

On  April  26,  1880,  at  Jermyn,  Penn..  Mr.  Ben- 
nett married  Miss  Ada  Dale,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  George  H.  and  Clara  E., 
both  at  home.  Mrs.  Bennett  was  born  in  Lacka- 
wanna (then  Luzerne)  countv.  Penn.,  May  5,  1849, 
a daughter  of  Rev.  Mark  and  Mary  Ann  ( Bennett) 
Dale,  the  former  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
the  latter  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
The  father  came  to  America  in  1819  with  his  par- 
ents, David  and  Margaret  (Tanfield)  Dale,  and  lo- 
cated on  the  present  site  of  Daleville,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  the  family  becoming  the  first  settlers 
of  that  place.  They  were  farming  people.  On  sell- 
ing his  farm  in  Lackawanna  county,  Mr.  Dale 
made  his  home  with  our  subject,  where  he  died 
March  29,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
He  was  a local  minister  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  estimable  wife,  who  was  born  January 
?.  1820,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Lott) 
Bennett,  the  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
is  still  living,  and  finds  .av.pleasant  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bennett.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
Margaret  S.,  now  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Ward,  jail 
warden  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Andrew  J.,  a fanner 
of  Cairo,  Mich. ; Jane,  wife  of  George  Schall,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  Ada,  wife  of  our  subject;  David, 
Henrv,  John,  Ida  and  Ralph,  all  deceased ; Nephus, 
a silk  weaver  of  Sterling.  N.  J. ; and  Roscoe.  an 
attomev  of  Scranton.  Penn.  The  father  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Lucinda  Triblv,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children : William  T.,  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  Dakota ; and  George,  who  died  in 
the  Civil  war. 

FREDERICK  SLOCUM.  Among  the  enter- 
prising, energetic  and  successful  farmers  and  dairy- 
men of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
thoroughly  understand  the  vocation  which  they 
follow,  and  are  consequently  enabled  to  carry  on 
their  noble  calling  with  profit  to  themselves,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Slocum  was  born  in  that  township,  in 
August,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Hiram  and  Brittana 
1 Stone)  Slocum,  natives  of  Vermont  and  Xew 
1 lumpshire  respectively.  The  paternal  grandparents. 
Simon  and  Polly  Slocum,  removed  from  the  Green 
-Mountain  State  to  Jackson  township  at  a very 
early  day  in  the  history  of  this  locality,  and  from 
'be  wild,  unbroken  forest  the  grandfather  developed 
a farm,  now  known  as  the  Slocum  Hill  farm.  There 
both  lie  and  his  wife  died.  (1)  Hiram,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  the  eldest  of  their  children.  (2) 
Loren,  a noted  deer  hunter  of  this  section,  married 
and  located  in  Jackson  township,  but  later  removed 


to  a farm  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  (3)  Otis,  born  in  Jackson  township,  mar- 
ried Axtel  \\  ashburn,  of  that  township,  where  they 
made  their  home  tnroughout  life.  (4 ) Apollos  mar- 
ried Nancy  Hathaway,  of  Ararat  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  after  residing  in  Jackson  for 
some  time  moved  to  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  where  his 
death  occurred.  (5)  Jerusha  married  Hiram  Tan- 
ner, and  located  near  the  old  Slocum  homestead, 
where  she  died  leaving  five  children — Jerome,  Curtis, 
Polly,  Sarah,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bowen,  of  Susque- 
hanna. (6)  William  married  Sophia  Warner,  and 
after  living  on  the  home  farm  for  some  years  moved 
to  Tioga  county,  where  he  died.  (7)  Mary  mar- 
ried John  Cottrell,  and  settled  in  Ararat  township, 
where  she  died  leaving  a family.  (8)  B.  F.  mar- 
ried Samantha  Kay,  and  died  in  Ararat  township, 
in  1898,  leaving  a wife  and  two  sons.  (9)  Lavina 
married  Elston  Stone,  of  Vermont,  and  located  in 
Jackson,  but  later  removed  to  Thomoson,  where  they 
died  leaving  a family. 

After  his  marriage  Hiram  Slocum,  father  of 
our  subject,  located  on  the  farm  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  through- 
out life.  He  was  a hard-working,  industrious  farm- 
er, who  was  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire 
community.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but 
never  aspired  to  office.  His  estimable  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
good  Christian  woman.  To  them  were  born  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  (1)  Calvin  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment, 
participated  in  a number  of  engagements,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  the  conflict  ended.  He 
resided  in  Jackson  township  for  many  years,  but 
died  at  the  home  of  his  children,  in  Binghamton, 
X.  Y.  He  married  May  Hawley,  of  Jackson,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children.  Carrie,  Emily  and 
Frederick.  (2)  Andrew  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Clarissa  married  Charles  Belcher,  of  Ararat,  and 
died  leaving  four  children— Mary,  now  the  wife  of 
Erastus  Mapes,  of  Portland,  Maine ; Amanda,  wife 
S of  Edwin  Bowell,  formerly  of  Ararat,  now  of  Tack- 
son  ; Emogene,  deceased  wife  of  Nathaniel  Benson, 
of  Jackson:  and  George,  a resident  of  Portland. 
Maine.  (4)  Frederick,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
family.  (5)  Alfred  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  from  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  in  a 
number  of  engagements.  After  the  war  he  mar- 
ried Rebecca  P.  Walker,  of  Ararat,  where  both 
died,  leaving  no  family.  (61  Andrew  married 
j Lovisa  Barnes,  of  Gibson  township,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  there.  (7)  Arvvne  wedded  Mary 
! Mapes,  of  Gibson,  and  now  lives  in  East  Deering, 
1 Maine ; they  have  no  children. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Frederick  Sloc- 
um, of  this  sketcn.  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
farm  during  the  summer  season,  and  attended  the 
district  schools  through  the  winter  months.  He 
also  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  During  the 
j Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  I.  50th  Xew  York 
i Engineering  Corps,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
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the  war  ended,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  and  a number  of  other  engagements. 
When  finally  mustered  out  he  returned  to  Jackson 
township.  For  a short  time  after  his  marriage,  in 
1866,  he  resided  in  Ararat  township,  then  sold  his 
place  there  and  bought  his  father’s  old  homestead, 
in  Jackson  township,  wltere  he  lived  until  1876. 
He  next  purchased  the  Sands  home,  in  the  same 
township,  and  after  living  there  for  some  years 
bought  the  Dix  farm  adjoining,  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, while  his  son  Vernon  occupies  the  Sands 
farm.  Upon  all  of  these  places  he  has  made  many 
improvements,  including  the  erection  of  good  build- 
ings. He  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
skillful  and  thorough  agriculturists  of  his  com- 
munity, and  has  met  with  well-deserved  success. 

In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Slocum  married  Miss  Nancy 
J.  Sands,  of  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  in  June,  1841,  and  when  a child  was  brought 
to  Susquehanna  county  by  her  parents,  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Lowe)  Sands,  who  located  near  her 
present  home.  She  was  educated  in  the  select  and 
normal  schools  of  the  county,  and  for  several  years 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  here.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  crossed  the  ocean  about 
1829.  They  were  shipwrecked’  in  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  but  all  reached  shore  in  boats  except 
one  girl  who  was  drowned,  For  nine  days  they 
wandered  about  on  the  Canada  shore,  without  food, 
before  they  were  rescued.  Mrs.  Slocum's  mother 
was  born  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
of  New  England  parentage, being  a daughter  of  John 
N.  Lowe,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 
Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Sands  died  in  Jackson  township 
some  years  ago.  He  was  a manufacturer  of  fine 
linen.  In  their  family  were  two  daughters:  Mrs. 
Slocum,  and  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  N.  K.  Lowe, 
of  Jackson.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  four 
sons,  namely : ( 1 ) Edward  Vernon,  born  in  Ararat 
township,  June  24,  1867,  married  Alice  Clapper,  of 
Thompson,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Celia  AL, 
and  they  live  on  the  Sands  farm.  (2)  Grant  S., 
born  in  October,  18C8,  married  Isabelle  Cadoo,  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  holds  a position  in  the  Erie 
depot  at  that  place.  (3)  Ernest  L.,  born  in  Alay, 
1871,  and  (4)  Wilfred  W.,  born  in  December,  1875, 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  and  assist  their  fa- 
ther in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found  in  Air. 
Slocum  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his 
aid  is  never  withheld  from  any  enterprise  which  he 
believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit,  as  he  is  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of 
his  community.  Fraternally  lie  is  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Fost,  No.  512,  of  Jackson,  and  of 
Thompson  Grange.  His  wife  shares  with  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
their  home  is  noted  for  its  generous  hospitality. 

HOLLIS  ALAIOND  BARRETT,  for  many 
years  a leading  merchant  at  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  his  pleasant 


home  in  that  village.  As  a citizen  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  many  years  of  faithful  work  in 
township  offices,  and  a brief  but  creditable  term  of 
service  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war,  give  evi- 
dence of  his  public  spirit. 

Air.  Barrett  was  born  Julv  x,  1837,  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  comes  of  good 
New  England  stock,  his  paternal  grandparents, 
Whitmore  and  Alary  Barrett,  having  been  lifelong 
residents  of  Vermont.  Hosea  Barrett,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  and  reared  near  Brattleboro,  Vt., 
and  was  married  there  to  Polly  Lindsay.  Later  he 
removed  to  Susquehanna  countv,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  died  in  July, 
1862,  aged  sixty-one  years.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
in  1800,  died  in  April,  1893,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Lakeview  cemetery.  They  were  devout  members 
of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  their  excellent 
qualities  of  character  won  the  respectof  all  who  knew 
them.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows : 
Alvin  W.,  a resident  of  Jackson ; Luther,  a retired 
farmer  residing  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Alonzo,  a 
retired  farmer  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; George,  a wagon-maker  at  Susquehanna ; 
Hollis  A.,  our  subject;  and  Smith,  a farmer  near 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  left  home  at  the  age  of  twenty 
to  attend  school  at  Alontrose,  and  after  a year  and 
a half  of  advanced  study  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  taught  five  winters,  his 
summers  being  spent  in  carpentering,  and  he  then 
purchased  a farm  in  New  Milford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  which  he  operated  until  the  fall 
of  1885.  On  disposing  of  the  farm  he  bought  a 
store  at  Gibson,  and  for  twelve  years  he  conducted 
it  successfully,  in  June,  1897,  selling  the  business 
to  his  son,  F.  W.,  and  retiring.  In  1893  his  horses 
ran  away  with  him,  and  injuries  sustained  then  led 
to  his  determination  to  give  up  active  business.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  serving  as 
postmaster  at  Gibson ; he  has  served  six  years  as 
school  director,  and  two  years  as  township  treasurer 
in  Gibson  township,  and  three  years  as  school  direc- 
tor in  Jackson  township.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A. 
R.,  and  he  and  familv  are  prominently  identified 
with  the  AI.  E.  Church  at  Gibson.  His  military 
service  began  in  the  spring  of  1864,  when  he  entered 
the  Bridge  Corps,  but  he  returned  home  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year.  In  Alarch,  1865,  he  enlisted  at 
Scranton  in  the  First  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  Battery 
I E,  under  Captain  Wildev,  of  Philadelphia.  He  par- 
ticipated in  no  battles,  and  on  July  20,  1865,  was 
mustered  out  at  Philadelphia. 

On  December  25,  1862,  Air.  Barrett  was  mar- 
ried, at  Susquehanna,  to  Aliss  Juliette  Tyler,  and 
they  have  nad  seven  children:  (1)  Royal  B.,  born 
October  8,  1863,  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Edna  I.,  born 
November  10,  1865,  married  February  21,  1889, 
Aldin  Smith,  a cigar  maker,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  has  had  two  children — Hollis  and  Lynn.  (3) 
Almond  H.,  born  Alarch  6,  1869,  died  Alarch  31, 
1892.  (4)  Gertrude  E.,  born  September  22,  1870, 
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was  married  June  5,  1889,  to  E.  A.  Sweet,  of  Gib- 
son township,  and  has  two  children,  Ruth  and 
Corrinne.  (5) Mabel  L.,  born  October  17,  1872,  mar- 
ried, December  24,  1895,  to  Floyd  Rosencrantz,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (6)  Fred  W.,  born  March  21, 
1876,  is  now  a merchant  and  postmaster  at  Gibson ; 
he  married  Myra  C.  Burdick,  April  27,  1898,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Alildred  A.  (7)  Cora  E.,  born 
August  3,  1882,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Barrett  is  a member  of  a highly-esteemed 
family  of  this  section,  and  was  born  February  22, 
1841,  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
daughter  of  George  W.  Tyler,  and  granddaughter 
of  Simeon  and  Patty  Tyler,  of  New  York  State. 
George  W.  Tyler  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
and  came  to  this  section  in  early  manhood,  to  en- 
gage in  farming.  He  was  married  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty to  Hannah  Dix,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Tanner)  Dix,  early  settlers  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  in  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  died  March  10,  1897,  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  June  15,  1863, 
aged  fifty-two,  and  both  were  buried  in  Lakeview 
cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church  and  were  much  respected  among 
their  associates.  Of  their  large  family  of  children, 
Ellis  J.,  born  February  6,  1832,  died  June  30.  1865; 
Emaline  M.,born  February  25, 1834. married  Erastus 
Bradford,  and  died  May >3,  1868;  Henry  W.,  born 
August  18,  1835,  is  a retired  farmer  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Laura  A.,  born  February  24,  1838,  married 
(first)  William  W.  Tiffany,  and  (second)  Silas 
Corwin,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  now  retired ; Juliette, 
Mrs.  Barrett,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Lovisa 
E.,  born  June  13,  1842,  married  Tason  Wilder,  a 
farmer  of  Clinton,  Mich. ; Emily  M.,  born  January 
1,  1844,  married  Henry  Stoddard,  and  died  July 
21,  1899;  and  Harlie  A.,  born  May  30,  1848,  died 
January  21,  1852. 

JACOB  CRONK.  This  well-known  farmer 
of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a repre- 
santative  of  an  old  Holland  family  which  was  trans- 
planted to  American  soil  many  Generations  ago. 
The  name  was  originally  spelled  Cronkite.  Jacob 
Cronk,  the  grandfather,  was  a resident  of  Putnam 
county.  New  York. 

William  Cronk,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1796,  and  served  his  country  as  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  He  acquired  the  trade  of  stone 
mason.  He  married,  in  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y., 
about  1818,  Miss  Sally  Myers,  who  was  born  in 
17961  of  Quaker  parentage.  From  Dutchess  coun- 
ty he  moved  to  Seneca  county,  and  in  1844  came  to 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  settling  on  the 
farm  which  his  son  Jacob,  our  subject,  now  occupies. 
The  children  of  William  and  Sally  Cronk  were  as 
follows:  Smith,  who  died  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 

T. .,  in  1867,  aged  forty-eight  years;  Rensselaer,  who 
died  in  New  York  City,  aged  twenty-four  vears; 
John,  who  was  killed  in  Jessup  township,  being 
thrown  out  of  a wagon  by  a run  away  team ; Jacob, 


cur  subject;  Harriet,  widow  of  William  Cronk,  of 
Broome  county,  X.  Y. ; Amanda,  wife  of  John 
Smith,  of  Jessup  township;  Mary  Ann,  who  married 
Leander  Lathrop,  and,  for  her  second  husband, 
Hiram  Osborn,  and  who  is  now  deceased ; and 
Samuel  E.,  who  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Rush 
township,  and  ciied  in  1890.  William  Cronk,  the 
father,  was  a man  of  quiet  disposition.  He  followed 
the  trade  of  stone  masonry  all  his  life,  devoting 
little  of  nis  time  to  farming.  On  coming  to  Rush 
township  he  bought  a tract  of  125  acres  of  wild  land 
for  four  dollars  per  acre,  and  settled  in  the  wilder- 
ness. He  died  in  1869;  his  wife  survived  until  De- 
cember 2,  1887,  reaching  the  age  of  ninety-one  years 
and  three  months.  Formerly  a Quaker,  in  later  life 
she  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Jacob  Cronk,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Staats- 
burg,  Dutchess  Co.,  X.  Y„  September  13,  1825. 
He  preceded  his  father  to  Susquehanna  county, 
made  the  location,  and  then  returning  to  the  old 
home  in  Seneca  county  brought  his  father's  fam- 
ily to  the  wilderness  home,  in  1844.  Upon  Jacob 
and,  in  later  years,  his  younger  brother  Samuel  de- 
volved largely  the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  our 
subject  remaining  with  his  parents  until  their  death. 
Then  he  and  his  brother  Samuel  continued  to  operate 
the  farm  jointly  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1890. 
They  had  purchased  an  adjoining  farm,  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  until  after  the  death  of  Samuel 
there  was  no  division  of  the  property,  though  there 
had  been  a partnership  between  them  since  child- 
hood. Jn  addition  to  general  farming  they  conduct- 
ed a dairy  farm,  and  engaged  successfully  in  vari- 
ous speculations. 

For  his  first  wife  Jacob  Cronk  married,  in  Au- 
gust, 1848.  in  Rush  township.  Miss  Abbie  Light, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Vina  (Robinson)  Light, 
of  Broome  county,  X.  Y.  She  died  in  Tune,  1861, 
leaving  four  children : Gaetie,  wife  of  George  P. 

Stockholm,  of  Franklin  township;  Montgomerv, 
who  married  Lizzie  Shay  and  is  now  deceased ; 
John  E..  who  married  (first)  Anna  Shay,  and  (sec- 
ond) Triphena  Warner,  of  Jessup  township:  and 
Ella,  wife  of  Theron  Palmer,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township.  For  his  second  wife  cur  subject  married, 
in  Auburn  township.  February  5,  1876.  Miss  Marv 
Case,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  countv.  X\  P,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Susan  A.  (Coursen)  Case,  who 
in  1847  removed  from  Sussex  county,  X’.  J.,  to 
Auburn  township.  Susquehanna  countv.  Three 
years  later  Mr.  Case  removed  to  Rush  township, 
where  he  remained,  engaged  in  farming,  until  his 
death  in  1873.  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  vears.  His 
wife  died  in  1883.  aged  seventy-two  years.  The 
children  of  David  and  Susan  Case  were : Tane. 

who  married  Henry  Dowdney:  Anna,  who  married 
George  Newton:  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject:  Henrv, 
who  married  Lavina  Lake:  Emma,  wife  of  Henrv 
Dunmore,  a farmer  of  Rush  township : Margaret, 
who  married  Charles  Pierson : Zilla ; Winfield  F., 
of  Chicago,  111. : Alice,  wife  of  Sidney  Phillips,  a 
retired  merchant  of  Denver,  Colo. ; George,  who 
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died  unmarried;  and  Benton  O.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. From  1862  until  her  marriage  to  our  sub- 
ject, in  1876,  Alary  Case  was  a successful  school 

teacher. 

In  politics  Air.  Cronk  is  a Republican.  Airs. 
Cronk  is  an  active  member  of  the  AI.  E.  Church. 
Our  subject  has  invariably  declined  local  offices, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  exclu- 
sively to  business. 

SAAIUEL  BUTLER  ROGERS,  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  leading  meat  markets  of  Alontrose,  Sus- 
quehanna counv, has  the  distinction  of  having  won  the 
proud  American  title  of  a self-made  man.  His  great 
determination  and  energy  have  enabled  him  to  over- 
come all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path,  | 
and  work  his  wa\  steadily  upward  to  prosperity.  I 
He  is  known  among  his  fellow  townsmen 'for  his  I 
reliability  in  all  trade  transactions,  and  justly  merits 
their  confidence  and  regard. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county.  Air.  Rogets 
was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  September  20, 
1824,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Butler)  Rogers, 
who  were  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  about  1818,  locating  first  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  and  later  removing  to  Bridgewater 
township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  t 
lives,  engaged  in  farming.  The  father  died  in  1892,  | 
at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  and  the  mother,  j 
who  was  a consistent  meffiber  of  the  Baptist  Church,  \ 
departed  this  life  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  j 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Bridgewater  township. 
Their  children  were  George  W.,  who  died  in  1895; 
Irene,  widow  of  John  Barron,  and  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; Samuel  B.,  our  subject:  Ex- 
perience, wife  of  William  Barron,  of  Jessup  town-  J 
ship,  Susquehanna  county ; and  Anna,  who  is  the  i 
widow  of  John  Wheeler,  and  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  our  subject  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  with  his  parents,  anti 
then  worked  by  the  month  as  a farm  hand  for  seven 
years.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  speculating  in 
cattle,  which  he  shipped  to  Scranton,  but  the  first 
$1,000  which  he  earned  was  made  in  farming  and 
teaming.  In  1884  he  embarked  in  the  retail  meat 
business,  in  Alontrose,  and  when  his  store  was  de-  I 
stroyed  by  fire,  on  April  1,  1892,  he  promptly  rebuilt,  : 
and  has  continued  in  the  business  with  marked  sue-  ; 
cess.  He  has  a first-class  market  in  every  par-  \ 
ticular,  and  enjoys  an  excellent  trade. 

In  December,  1857,  in  Bridgewater  township. 
Air.  Rogers  married  Aliss  Alarilla  Avery,  a native 
of  Auburn  township,  and  a daughter  of  Deacon 
David  and  Dianthia  (Aleacham)  Averv,  of  Susque-  i 
lianna  county.  She  died  in  October,  1879,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Alontrose  cemetery.  To  this  union 
the  following  children  were  born : Della,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years;  Addie,  at  home;  Hattie, 
wife  of  X.  C.  Warner,  a merchant  of  Alontrose ; 
Eva,  at  home;  Anna,  wife  of  Arthur  C.  Harris,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  lithographing  business  in  Xew 


York  City,  his  home  being  in  Alontclair,  X.  J.; 
Samuel  J.,  at  home;  and  Clarence,  who  cued  in  in- 
fancy. 

-\Ir.  Rogers’  political  support  is  given  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  served  as  poormaster  in  Bridgewater  township 
and  Alontrose  (for  twelve  years),  school  director 
(three  years),  and  a member  of  the  town  council 
(three  years),  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

ELIZUR  FESSEXDEX,  who  for  fifty  years 
has  operated  a carding  machine  in  Salem  township, 
W ayne  county,  and  who,  yet,  though  past  man  s 
allotted  three-score  and  ten  years,  is  found  at  his 
post  of  duty,  is  a native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Born  January  11,  1824,  at  Glastonbury,  our 
subject  is  the  son  of  Jeremiah  Fessenden,  who  was 
born  January  15,  1804,  in  Connecticut,  and  there 
married  Almira  Bell,  also  a native  of  that  State,  born 
June  18,  1805.  -They  resided  there  until  1845,  when 
they  located  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Fenn., 
on  a farm  of  some  fifty-six  acres  which  Air.  Fessen- 
den had  purchased.  In  his  earlier  life  he  had  learned 
the  business  of  cloth-making,  and  for  years  in  his 
native  State,  and.  for^a.  year  or  two  after  settling 
in'  Wayne  county,*  Penn.,  lie  operated  a carding- 
machine.  Subsequently  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  a man  of  good  sense,  practical 
in  his  ideas,  and  bore  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community.  He  was  identified  with  the  1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  in  1874,  his  wife  passing  away  in 
1854,  and  both  were  buried  in  the  Hollisterville 
cemetery.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  by  children 
as  follows:  Elizur,  our  subject;  and  Alary,  born 
July  20,  1830,  who  married  E.  B.  Hollister,  a clothier 
of  Salem  township,  now  deceased. 

Elizur  Fessenden  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age  remained  with  his  parents.  From  the  time  he  was 
fifteen  until  the  family  removed  to  Saleni  he  drove 
team  in  a stone  quarry,  after  which  he  worked  with 
his  father,  both  in  the  line  of  carding  wool  and  in 
farming.  For  twenty-five  years  after  leaving  home 
he  worked  at  carding  wool  on  a machine  rented 
from  Alpheus  Hollister,  at  Hollisterville,  then  pur- 
chased the  machine  and  moved  it  to  his  present 
stand,  where  he  has  ever  since  conducted  that  busi- 
ness. Years  ago  he  added  a sawmill  to  his  business 
ar.d  now,  in  addition  to  carding  rolls,  he  manufac- 
tures shingles,  and  operates  a grist  and  feed  mill,  all 
J propelled  by  water  power.  Seldom  do  we  find  a 
man  who  has  been  so  long  at  one  place  in  one  line  of 
business.  At  one  time  he  was  burned  out,  sustaining 
a loss  of  one  thousand  dollars. after  which  he  gave  up 
the  manufacture  of  cloth  and  built  his  present  card- 
ing mill.  Air.  Fessenden  has  established  a reputation 
for  integrity  and  honest  work  second  to  no  other 
man  in  W ayne  county,  and  this  has  won  for  him 
a prosperous  business.  During  his  long  period  of 
active  business  life  in  one  community,  he  has  been 
a close  observer  of  passing  events,  and  is  well  versed 
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in  the  history  of  Wayne  county,  and  of  the  men  who 
were  conspicuous  characters  of  the  locality  in  his 
earlier  career,  but  who  have  long  since  been  called 
to  their  reward.  During  the  Civil  war  circumstances 
were  such  that  he  could  not  go  himself,  but  he  sent 
a substitute,  to  whom  he  paid  $700.  He  is  a Republi- 
can in  politics,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  party 
management.  Years  ago  he  was  a member  of  the 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  for  a long  period  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  November  3,  1847,  at  Salem,  Mr.  Fessenden 
was  married,  by  Rev.  Edward  Mendenhall,  an  Epis- 
copal clergyman,  to  Lovisa  Chapman,  a daughter  of 
Ralph  and  Laura  (Taylor)  Chapman,  the  former  of 
whom  died  February  9,  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-sev- 
en years,  and  the  latter  On  March  12,  1867,  aged  sev- 
enty years.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the 
uirth  of  the  following  children  : George,  born  March 

27,  1849,  married  Mary,  J.  Curtis,  and  has  one  child. 
Leroy;  he  is  a farmer  of  Salem  township.  Frank- 
died  July  9,  1863,  when  aged  twelve  years,  eight 
months  and  twenty-two  days.  Fred  died  August 

28,  1862,  when  aged  six  years  and  twenty-three 
days.  Floyd  married  Orra  Megargell,  and  is  a part- 
ner of  our  subject  in  business ; they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Charles  W.  and  Homer  R.  The  mother  of 
this  family,  who  has  now  shared  her  husband's  joys 
and  sorrows  for  over  half  a century,  and  who  has 
been  to  him  in  every  sense  a true  helpmeet,  is  one 
of  the  best  of  women,  a kind  and  indulgent  mother, 
a faithful  wife,  and  a good  friend.  May  their 
lives  be  spared  many  years  yet. 

S.  E.  WARNER.  Only  those  lives  are  worthy 
of  record  that  have  been  potential  factors  in  the  pub- 
lic progress,  in  promoting  the  general  welfare  or 
advancing  the  educational  or  moral  interests  of  the 
community.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Warner  will  see 
in  his  years  of  faithful  work  for  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity a source  of  present  good  to  the  community, 
and  long  after  he  has  entered  into  his  final  rest  his 
influence  will  continue  to  live  on. 

This  worthy  citizen  of  Liberty  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  Windsor  township. 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1833,  a son  of  Henry 
and  Sallie  (Cole)  Warner.  The  father  was  born 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn..  December  12.  1799.  a son  of 
Benjamin  Warner,  a native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  who 
was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Windsor  township, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
improved  a farm,  remaining  there  until  his  death. 
In  his  family  were  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  namelv ; ( ij  Axie,  born  in  Windsor, 

N.  Y.,  married  Enos  Rexford,  a merchant  of  that 
place,  and  there  both  died,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Fimelia.  who  married  a Mr.  Woofjward.  and  lived 
in  Windsor;  she  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Vir- 
ginia F.  (2)  Abigail  first  married  William  Salmon, 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
after  his  death  married  Stephen  Wolverton.  whose 
home  was  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.  Her  three  children, 
all  by  her  first  union,  were  William,  a lawyer  of 


Williamsport,  Penn. ; Herman,  who  died  in  New 
Mexico ; and  Lavernia,  who  died  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  (3)  Ethel  married”  a 
Miss  Russell,  and  located  near  the  village  of  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.,  on  land  given  him  by  his  father.  They 
left  no  family.  (4)  Phoebe  married  Squire  Semour, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  they  died  leaving  one 
daughter,  Hannah,  who  married  Salmon  Young, 
and  died  in  Hallstead,  Penn.  (5)  Annie  married 
and  settled  in  New  York  State. 

Henry  Warner,  our  subject’s  father,  completes 
the  above  family.  He  received  a common-school 
education,  and  when  a young  man  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods  during  the  winter,  and  rafted  on  the 
Delaware  river  in  the  spring.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Cole,  a daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Cole, 
who  were  reared  on  the  Hudson,  near  the  Catskill 
river,  and  after  his  marriage  lived  for  several  years 
at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  finally  coming  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  land  one  mile 
north  of  Lawsville.  From  the  wild  land  he  devel- 
oped a good  farm,  of  considerable  size,  near  which 
our  subject  now  resides,  and  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  was  devoted  exclusively  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  the  log  house  which  he  erected  upon  his 
place  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  called 
from  this  life,  November  12,  1871.  He  survived 
his  wife  a number  of  years,  her  death  having  oc- 
curred in  1857.  Both  were  faithful  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  also  as- 
sisted in  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  whose  services  they  often  attended.  In 
politics  the  father  was  first  a Whig,  and  later  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
In  their  family  were  six  children:  (1)  Benjamin, 

born  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
married  Olive  Smith,  and  has  six  children,  Bertha, 
George,  Laura,  Julia,  Percy  and  Maud.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Summersville,  New  Milford  township.  Susquehanna 
county.  (2)  Catherine  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Mary  first  married  Cyrus  Warner,  of  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  after  his  death 
wedded  Robert  Folmsbee,  who  died  a short  time 
ago,  leaving  two  children,  Robert  and  William. 
( 4)  Andrew,  born  in  Liberty  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  married  Elsie  McLovd,  of  that  town- 
ship, and  resided  in  Lawsville,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing two  children — Allice  Yernette,  now  the  wife  of 
Ralph  Blowers,  of  Franklin  township ; and  Adel- 
bert,  who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Lawsville.  (5) 
Lura,  born  in  Liberty  township,  married  Harrison 
Smith,  of  the  same  township,  and  lived  in  Laws- 
ville,  where  she  died  leaving  four  children,  Fred, 
Lizzie,  Edson  and  Allison. 

Of  this  family,  S.  E.  Warner,  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  reaching  man's  estate.  In  1854  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilson, 
who  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  1S35.  while 
her  parents,  Benjamin  and  Priscilla  Wilson,  were 
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emigrating  from  their  old  home  in  England  to 
America.  They  took  up  their  residence  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  Mrs. 
Warner  was  reared  and  educated.  After  his  mar- 
riage Air.  Warner  moved  to  Fairfax  county,  \ a.,  and 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  where  Camp  Alger  now 
stands.  There  he  engaged  in  building  charcoal 
furnaces,  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  to  look  after  his  father's  in- 
terests. He  purchased  land  adjoining  the  old  home, 
erected  thereon  substantial  buildings,  and  has  since 
made  that  place  his  home,  his  time  and  attention 
being  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  With  him 
his  father  continued  to  reside  until  called  from  this 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  have  three  children, 
namely:  (i)  Frank,  residing  upon  the  home  farm 

with  his  parents,  was  born  in  1858,  and  married 
May  Wandell,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Almon. 
and  two  daughters,  Myra  and  Mary  A.  (2)  Ed- 
gar, born  in  1871,  resides  on  his  farm  in  Liberty 
township.  He  married  Flora  Luce,  of  that  town- 
ship, and  they  have  three  children,  Hermon,  Xor- 
man  and  Clara.  (3)  Henry,  born  in  1873,  lias  been 
well  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  is  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

In  his  political  views  Air.  Warner  is  a stanch 
Republican,  coming  from  good  old  Whig  stock. 
His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  fill  a number  of 
local  offices,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served  as 
township  collector  (seven  years),  constable  (seven 
years),  township  clerk  (six  years),  auditor  (three 
years)  and  inspector  and  judge  of  elections.  Re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stan- 
fordville,  of  which  he  was  elected  clerk  in  1866, 
having  since  served  in  that  capacity,  a period  of 
thirty-three  years — and  he  has  also  been  a deacon 
of  the  Church  since  1876.  Air.  Warner  took  an 
active  part  in  the  removal  of  the  Church  from 
Rina  Creek  to  its  present  location,  and  it  was  mainly 
through  his  efforts  and  those  of  L.  W.  Howard 
that  the  house  of  worship  was  erected.  He  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  as  well  as  his  labor  to  the 
building  of  the  church,  devoting  one  hundred  and 
and  five  days  out  of  one  year  to  its  construction. 
He  has  also  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
Sabbath-school  work,  and  for  seventeen  consecu- 
tive years  has  served  as  its  superintendent.  His  has 
been  an  upright,  honorable  life,  devoted  to  the  best 
interests  of  those  around  him.  and  he  is  certainly 
deserving  of  prominent  mention  in  a work  of  this 
character. 

JOHX  H.  CUXXIXGHAAI.  In  every  thriv- 
ing community  there  arc  men  who  possess  that  busi- 
ness energy  and  sagacity  essential  to  the  progress 
and  growth  of  the  place.  They  stand  readv  to  make 
the  public  improvements  that  are  demanded,  and, 
often  by  their  sagacity  anticipating  those  needs, 
they  thereby  make  themselves  the  foremost  men  of 


the  communitv.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a resi- 
dent of  Forest  City  who  possesses  business  ability 
of  a high  order.  He  is  proprietor  of  the  “Forest 
House,"  the  leading  hotel  of  that  place. 

Air.  Cunningham  was  born  at  Cochecton,  X'. 
Y.,  October  25.  1862.  the  eldest  son  of  Frank  and 
Alary  (Rooney)  Cunningham,  who  emigrated  from 
the  Emerald  Isle  to  America,  and  won  success  in  the 
new  country.  The  father  was  a native  of  County 
Leitrim,  born  in  1831  ; the  mother  was  born  in  Sligo. 
After  crossing  the  ocean  Frank  Cunningham  lived 
for  about  fifteen  years  at  Cochecton,  X.  Y.,  and  then 
removed  to  Herrick  Center,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  for  a time  he  was  section  foreman  on  the  rail- 
road. Later  he  embarked  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Thompson,  and  afterward  became  a wholesale  liquor 
dealer  at  Forest  City.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat 
and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church.  He  died  at  Forest  City  in  1896,  his  wife 
preceding  him  to  the  grave  many  years,  at  the  age 
j of  about  sixty  years.  Xine  children  of  Frank  and 
Alary  Cunningham  grew  to  maturitv:  John  H.; 

Thomas  W.,  wholesale  liquor  dealer  at  Forest  City, 
and  successor  to  the  business  of  his  father ; Alary, 
now  Airs.  John  H.  Conally,  of  Starrucca;  Frank, 
ex-postmaster  of  Forest  City,  later  a prominent  shoe 
dealer,  and  now  in  the  real-estate  and  brokerage 
business  at  Xewport  Xews,  Va. ; Kate,  wife  of 
Henry  O'Xeil,  of  Forest  City,  a contractor  and  build- 
er ; James,  telegraph  agent  at  Forest  City;  Alice, 
wife  of  John  Lumbart,  of  Forest  City;  Jennie,  wife 
of  William  Alurphy,  of  Forest  City ; and  Peter,  a 
telegraph  operator  at  the  same  place. 

When  a boy  John  H.  Cunningham  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Xew  York  and  Philadelphia.  He 
began  his  career  in  early  life  in  the  modest  capacity 
of  water  boy  on  the  Erie  railroad,  remaining  in  the 
service  of  the  Jefferson  branch  of  the  road  for  a 
number  of  years,  finally  becoming  foreman.  After 
five  years’  experience  in  that  position  he  retired  from 
railroad  life  to  enter  the  hotel  business  at  Thompson 
Center,  continuing  thus  about  two  years.  During 
the  years  1875  and  1876  he  acted  as  chief  clerk 
in  the  general  store  of  R.  P.  Patterson  & Co.,  in  the 
city  of  Carbondale.  In  1889  he  exchanged  his 
property  for  the  site  of  his  present  hotel  in  Forest 
City,  and  here  he  has  since  erected  the  fine  hotel 
he  now  conducts.  Air.  Cunningham  owns  other 
property  in  the  city.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  though  active  in  party  affairs  could  never 
be  induced  to  accept  office ; in  religion  he  is  a Roman 
Catholic. 

Air.  Cunningham  married  Aliss  Alary  Shanley, 
who  was  born  in  Honesdale.  Wayne  county.  October 
13,  1861.  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  this 
union:  Regina,  born  April  5,  1890;  Alary,  born 
September  21,  1892,  died  aged  four  years  and  seven 
months;  Francis,  born  May  19.  1893;  Bernetta,  born 
Alav  30,  1895.  died  aged  one  year  and  three  months: 
Irene,  born  Februarv  28,  1897;  and  Alildred.  born 
August  28,  1898.  Air.  Cunningham  is  not  only  a 
man  of  fine  business  qualities,  but  possesses  also 
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traits  of  geniality  and  generosity  which  combine  to 
make  him  a most  prosperous  and  popular  host,  and 
lie  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  the  upbuilding  of 
his  adopted  city.  For  several  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  fire  department. 

A.  E.  CARLIN.  A man  of  progressive  ideas, 
sound  judgment  and  good  executive  ability,  this 
gentleman  has  through  his  own  efforts  become  one 
of  the  substantial  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  His  word  in  busi- 
ness transactions  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  he  is  justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  energetic 
and  representative  agriculturists  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Carlin’s  grandfather,  Samuel  Carlin,  a 
native  of  \\  arren  county,  N.  J.,  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  as  early  as  1818,  and  in  Dimock  town- 
ship bought  a tract  of  land  from  Spencer  Lathrop, 
the  original  owner.  Throughout  life  he  followed 
farming,  and  engaged  in  speculating  in  real  estate. 
During  the  war  ot  1812  lie  enlisted  in  the  army, 
but  hostilities  ceased  before  he  was  called  into 
active  service.  In  his  native  State  he  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Freemon,  who  was  born  in  1782,  and  died 
September  19,  1862.  He  passed  away  September 
15,  1863,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  on  the  old  homestead,  as 
were  also  those  of  their  daughter,  Rebecca,  who  died 
in  1836,  in  her  thirtieth^  year ; she  was  highly  es- 
teemed during  her  short  life  by  all  who  knew'  her. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlin  were  active  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  in  his  political  views 
he  was  a Democrat.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  who  died  in  Susquehanna  county 

June  14,  1874,  aged  seventy  years;  David,  who  be- 
came quite  wealthy  during  nine  years  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  died  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  March 
2,  1892,  aged  seventy-nine  years  (he  was  a Free- 
mason) ; Asa,  father  of  our  subject;  Peter,  a re- 
tired carpenter  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  now  (1900) 
aged  seventy-seven  years  ( he  served  three  years  in 
the  Civil  war)  ; Samuel,  who  died  in  Potter  county, 
l’enn.,  January  9,  1858,  aged  forty-eight  years; 
Rebecca,  mentioned  above ; Diana,  deceased  wife 
of  Joseph  Bailey,  of  Pennsylvania ; and  Mary,  who 
wedded  William  Garretson,  of  Dimock  township, 
and  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Asa  Carlin  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  June  28, 
1817,  and  was  one  year  old  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
his  life  being  passed  upon  the  old  homestead  there. 

1 his  he  purchased  and  successfully  operated,  being 
a systematic  and  energetic  farmer.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Gilson,  who  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  X.  Y.,  August  13,  1819,  daughter  of  Jesse  ; 
Gilson,  and  died  February  7,  1895,  and  he  passed 
away  on  May  23,  following.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
hers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they  united  i 
1,1  1841,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  as  follows:  Martha,  burn  ! 


July  29,  1842,  died  August  21,  1862;  Emma,  born 
June  29,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Youngs,  of 
Dimock  township;  Alary  Ellen,  born  February  18, 
1846,  married  Henry  Tyler,  and  died  June  16,  1884; 
Pauline,  born  September  25,  1848,  is  the  wife  of 
P.  C.  Bushnell,  a merchant  of  Auburn  Four  Cor- 
ners, Susquehanna  county ; Samuel,  born  October 
28,  1850,  died  October  13,  1862;  Theron  Wilford, 
born  September  6,  1853,  died  July  19,  1855  ; and 
Arminda,  born  January  1,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  H.  S. 
Kellogg,  of  Tunkhannock  borough,  Wyoming 
county. 

A.  E.  Carlin  was  born  in  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  Alay  14,  1841,  and  here 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a common-school  edu- 
cation. He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  then  came 
into  possession  of  one-half  of  the  old  homestead. 
In  1885  he  bought  the  entire  place,  and  now  has 
230  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  cleared  and 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation ; forty  acres  are 
timberland.  Air.  Carlin  has  always  followed  gen- 
enal  farming,  and  has  made,  a specialty  of  stock 
raising  and  dairying,  which  have  proved  quite 
profitable.  He  raises  both  cattle  and  sheep. 

On  September  21,  1865,  Air.  Carlin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Aliss  Jennie  A.  Bailey,  who  was 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  December  23.  1842. 
was  educated  at  Kingston  Academy,  and  followed 
school  teaching  in  early  life  for  ten  terms.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  she  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and 
died  January  5,  1897.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Carlin 
came  two  children:  Alartha,  born  Tune  10,  1868, 

is  now  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Lott,  of  Dimock  town- 
ship, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alma  Alarian, 
born  October  18,  1895.  Alary  A.,  born  June  27, 
1870,  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for 
eight  years,  and  now  has  charge  of  one  of  the 
graded  schools  of  Alontrose.  Both  daughters  grad- 
uated from  the  State  Normal  School  in  Alansfield, 
Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  the  elder  in  1890,  the  younger  in 
1892. 

For  the  past  thirty-eight  years  Air.  Carlin  has 
kept  a diary  of  events,  which  if  printed  would 
prove  of  great  interest.  Fie  is  a prominent  and 
active  member  of  the  Grange,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  master,  and  which  he  has  represented  in 
J the  State  Grange  at  Harrisburg.  He  is  a member 
j of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a trus- 
j tee  for  a number  of  years,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
1 terest  in  all  enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  ad- 
1 vance  the  moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare  of 
j his  township  or  county.  His  political  support  is 
ever  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
some  of  the  township  offices. 

EUGENE  HELLER,  liveryman  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  "North  Gap  House,"  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Alonroe  county,  is  one  of  the  well-known  resi- 
dents of  this  section,  having  made  a wide  acquain- 
tance in  the  vicinitv  of  Alinsi  during  the  vears  he 
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has  carried  on  his  present  business,  and  while  en- 
gaged with  the  Susquehanna  & Western  railroad  as 
general  agent  at  Minsi  station. 

Mr.  Heller  is  a native  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  born  in  July,  1857,  a son  of  Philip 
Heller,  and  a grandson  of  Anthony  Heller,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  part  of  the 
county.  Philip  Heller  was  born  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  passed  his  entire  life  there,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Poplar  Valley,  where  he  commenced  life  for 
himself,  and  clearing  out  a good-sized  farm,  on 
which  he  and  his  family  had  a most  comfortable 
home.  In  addition  to  the  necessary  work  involved 
in  clearing  and  putting  the  land  under  a profitable 
state  of  cultivation  he  expended  much  labor  on  it  in 
making  general  improvements,  and  he  erected  a 
large  stone  dwelling  and  commodious  and  substan- 
tial outbuildings.  He  married  Sallie  A.  Miller,  and 
they  both  died  on  the  old  home  farm,  he  in  1868, 
she  in  1874.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz. : An- 

thony married  Miss  Sallie  Miller,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  followed  farming  until  his  death,  on  his 
farm  in  Cherry  Valiev,  Stroud  township,  where  his 
wife  and  only  child,  Lizzie,  still  make  their  home. 
Lydia  A.  became  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Hartman,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  they  settled  in  Lackawanna 
county,  this  State,  where  he  died  leaving  seven 
children,  Marion,  Frank,  Edna,  Agnes,  Bessie, 
Amelia  and  Rose;  Mrs.  Hartman  and  her  family 
reside  in  Lackawanna  county.  George  was  a car- 
penter by  occupation ; he  died  some  years  ago.  un- 
married. Rosanna  is  the  wife  of  Wilson  Felker, 
of  Bangor,  Penn.,  and  they  have  a family  of  five 
children,  Florence,  Alice,  Clarence,  Eugene  and 
Amy.  Peter  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
unmarried.  Eugene  is  sixth  in  the  family.  Alice 
is  the  wife  of  John  Philips,  of  Titusville,  N.  J.,  and 
has  two  children,  Melchoir  and  Alonzo.  Agnes 
married  George  Ganger,  of  Bangor,  Penn. ; they 
have  no  family. 

Eugene  Heller  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Poplar  Valley,  and  was  trained 
to  farm  work  from  his  earliest  years,  after  his 
father’s  death  working  out  among  neighboring 
farmers  by  the  day  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the 
family.  His  wages  at  first  were  only  twenty-five  j 
cents  per  day,  but  they  increased,  though  somewhat  j 
slowly,  as  he  grew  older,  and  in  time,  by  economy 
and  careful  management,  he  succeeded  in  saving 
enough  to  buy  a house  and  lot  in  Cherry  Valley, 
where  he  and'  his  mother  made  their  home  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  finally  sold  this  place,  and 
came  to  his  present  location  in  Smithfield  town-  j 
ship,  near  Buttermilk  Falls,  where  he  invested  in 
real  estate  and  erected  a fine  home,  and  substantial 
outbuildings,  his  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  1 
most  commodious  in  the  neighborhood,  being  fur- 
nished with  all  modern  improvements  for  comfort 
and  convenience,  and  delightfully  located.  For 
some  thirteen  years  Mr.  Heller  was  general  agent  at 
Minsi  station  for  the  Susquehanna  & Western  rail- 


road,becoming  well  known  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country,  in  this  connection,  but  since  his  marriage 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  livery  business  and 
opened  a summer  boarding-house  at  his  residence, 
where  he  and  his  wife  entertain  a large  number  of 
city  guests  each  year.  They  have  spared  no  pains 
to  provide  their  patrons  with  all  material  comforts, 
and  a more  enjoyable  retreat  for  summer  months 
can  scarcely  be  found  east  of  the  Rockies.  Mr. 
Heller  furnishes  carriages  for  his  guests  between 
the  depot  and  his  home,  which  is  only  a short  dis- 
tance from  Minsi  station,  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  a few  of  the  many  attractions  afforded 
by  this  picturesque  locality,  which  is  noted  for  the 
sublime  beauty  of  its  scenery  and  the  purity  of  the 
Mr.  The  “North  Gap  House”  is  one  mile  from  the 
Delaware  river,  and  two  miles  from  the  famous 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  among -the  many  other 
beautiful  sights  to  be  found  here  we  mention  But- 
termilk falls,  Marshall’s  Creek  falls,  Water  Gap 
and  Wind  Gap,  while  a fine  view  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  many  points  of  interest  in  the  Delaware  Valley 
may  be  had  from  the  house.  There  are  interesting 
walks  and  drives  in  every  direction,  and  all  in  an 
the  region  is  deservedly  popular,  especially  during 
the  warm  weather,  among  those  who  are  seeking 
a delightful  resting-place  and  appreciate  the  beauties 
of  Nature. 

In  1886  Mr.  Heller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Maggie  Bush,  daughter  of  Emil  and 
Mary  A.  Bush,  prominent  people  of  Shawnee,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Maud,  born  in  July,  1889;  and  Ralph  E., 

born  April  13,  1897.  The  daughter  is  attending 
the  State  Normal  School  at  East  Stroudsburg.  In 
religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Shawnee.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Heller  has  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  only  as  a voter,  for  he  has  no 
aspirations  for  public  preferment.  However,  he 
takes  a loyal  interest  in  the  welfare  and  advance- 
ment of  his  town,  where  he  is  regarded  with  respect 
by  all  who  know  him. 

CHARLES  A.  CRONK,  a progressive  and 
enterprising  farmer  residing  in  Jessup  township. 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  having  been  born  in  Rush  township. 
October  25,  1859.  His  father.  Samuel  E.  Cronk. 
was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a son 
of  William  and  Sallie  (Myers)  Cronk.  who  were 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  in  1839  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  spending  their  remaining 
days  upon  a farm  in  Rush  township.  V illiam 
Cronk  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  country 
during  the  war  of  1812. 

the  son,  Samuel  E.,  was  seven  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  Rush  township  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  ever  afterward  made  it  his 
home.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  by  occupa- 
tion  was  a farmer,  speculator  and  butcher,  and  was 
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quite  a prominent  citizen  of  his  community.  In 
c-arlv  life  he  married  Miss  Julia  Risley,  a daughter 
of  Charles  and  Jane  M.  (Shelp)  Risley,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children : Hattie  R.,  now  the 

wife  of  E.  D.  Bertholf,  a hardware  merchant  of 
New  Milford,  Penn.;  and  Charles  A.,  our  subject. 
The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a faithful  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  departed  this 
life  in  1867,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery. 
Later  the  father  married  Loanna  Lung,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children : William  J.,  who  is  living 

on  the  old  homestead  in  Rush  township;  Mattie 
M„  wife  of  Prof.  Henry  Merritt,  principal  of  the 
schools  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; and  Thomas,  who 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  Regiment  P.  \'.  I., 
during  the  Spanish- American  war  and  was  sent  to 
McKenzie,  Ga.  The  father,  who  also  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died 
November  18,  1890,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery. 

Until  his  marriage  Charles  A.  Cronk  remained 
under  the  parental  roof,  but  after  he  attained  his 
majority  he  worked  on  a salary.  On  May  25,  1882, 
in  Jessup  township,  he  wedded  Miss  Stella  Bertholf, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two-  children : Bertie 

E.  and  Glen  A.  Airs.  Cronk  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship, May  25,  1862,  and  is  a daughter  of  Henry  C. 
and  Elizabeth  (Shay)  Bertholf,  natives  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  who,  when  young,  came  with  their 
respective  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  both 
died  in  Jessup  township,  the  former  June  6,  1891, 
the  latter  July  13,  1886,  when  she  was  aged  fifty- 
eight  years,  five  months  and  five  days.  They  were 
buried  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery.  The  father  was 
quite  a prominent  agriculturist  and  most  capably 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican.  The  children  of  the 
family  were  as  follows:  Shay  B.,  who  operates  the 

old  homestead ; Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years;  Samuel,  a farmer  of  Vestal  Center, 
-V  V.;  Jerome,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Ed- 
ward D.,  who  married  our  subject’s  sister,  Hattie 
K.  Cronk,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
in  N'ew  Milford,  Penn. ; David,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen ; Stella  and  Alary  Ella,  twins,  the 
former  the  wife  of  our  subject,  the  latter  the  wife 
of  Edward  F.  Green,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of 
Jessup  township;  Eva,  wife  of  Edward  Jones,  a 
farmer  of  Rush  township : Emma,  wife  of  Denton 
Boe,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township  ; and  Lewis,  Libby 
ami  Alinnie,  all  deceased.  Airs.  Cronk’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Alartha  (Couse) 
Bertholf,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  early  settlers 
"t  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
the  former  followed  farming.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Benjamin  and  Jane  Shay,  were  also  natives 
ot  New  Jersey  and  pioneers  of  Jessup  township. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Cronk  began  their  domestic  life 
»pon  a farm  which  he  purchased  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  but  after  operating  it 
tor  three  years  he  sold  the  place  and  purchased  his 


present  farm  in  Jessup  township,  which  he  has  con- 
verted into  one  of  the  best  of  the  neighborhood.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  one  year,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  Democracy,  and  he 
hoias  membership  in  the  Alethodist  EpiscopaL 
Church. 

CHARLES  DARROW.  Unusual  interest 
attaches  to  the  biographies  of  the  brave  men  who 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a promi- 
nent resident  of  New  Aiilford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  deserves  especial  mention  tor  lus  gal- 
lant service,  and  the  wounds  and  hardships  which 
have  unfortunately  undermined  his  health,  ine 
enlisted  at  AIcntrcse,  Penn.,  in  August,  1862,  as  a 
private  in  Company  E,  15th  P.  V.  1.,  then  com- 
manded by  Capt.  John  Idling,  and  lacer  by  Capt. 
George  Crandall.  Air.  Harrow's  term  of  enlist- 
ment was  nine  monti.s  only,  but  he  served  eleven 
months,  and  in  ibuq  re-enlisted,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  saw  some  severe  fighting,  and  during  an  en- 
gagement at  Chapin  farm  the  tube  of  his  gun  blew 
out,  nearly  blinding  him.  In  a cavalry  charge  in 
the  same  battle  he  was  shot  in  the  limb  by  a minie 
ball.  While  thus  handicapped  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, and  for  ten  days  he  endured  the  horrors  of 
Libby  prison,  being  then  transferred  to  Belle  Isle, 
where  he  also  spent  ten  days.  On  being  released 
he  returned  to  his  regiment,  but  the  injury  to  his 
eyes  has  proved  to  be  permanent,  and  of  late  years 
he  has  almost  entirely  lost  his  sight. 

Air.  Harrow  was  born  February  18.  1826,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Darrow,  having  settled  in  the  coun- 
ty at  an  early  period.  William  Darrow,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township.  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  resided  in  the  county  all  his 
life,  his  last  days  being  spent  in  New  Aiilford  town- 
ship. By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  mason. 
Although  he  was  not  active  in  local  affairs  he  took 
much  interest  in  public  questions,  and  was  a strong 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  died  in 
1874.  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  East  Bridgewater  cemetery.  His 
wife,  Polly  (Reynolds),  who  died  in  1871,  was  also 
a native  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  was  for  many  years  before  her  death  a 
devout  member  of  the  Alethodist  Church.  They 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  Lo- 

retta (deceased)  married  Lathrop  Benjamin;  Or- 
lando (deceased)  ; Esther  (deceased)  married  W ill- 
iam Baldwin ; Alalinda  is  the  widow  of  Lyman  Her- 
kermer,  of  Bridgewater  township ; Charles  is  our 
subject:  Russell  (deceased);  Arfenna  (deceased); 
Joseph  is  a retired  farmer  in  New  Aiilford  town- 
ship; Jane  and  Louisa  died  in  childhood;  Alary 
married  (first)  Clark  D.  Williams,  and  (second) 


' 


1308 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


a Mr.  Brown ; Stanley  Stone ; and  Henry  is  a 
farmer  in  New  Milford  township. 

Our  subject  resided  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  as  his  parents  were  in 
limited  circumstances  he  worked  occasionally  for  '• 
neighboring  farmers  from  the  time  he  was  eleven 
years  old.  At  seventeen  he  began1  working  at  the 
mason's  trade  with  his  father,  and  this  was  his 
occupation  until  failing  eyesight  compelled  him  to 
abandon  it  in  1885.  For  some  years  he  resided 
upon  a farm  one  and  one-half  miles  from  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  to  which  he  removed  on  June  13, 
1893,  a fire  having  destroyed  his  former  dwelling 
house.  In  politics  he  was  a strong  Republican,  but 
he  was  not  an  office  seeker.  On  May  3,  1857,  he 
was  married  at  Jackson  Center,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, to  Miss  Leona  Smith,  and  three  children  have 
been  born  of  the  union : ( 1 ) j Frankie  E.  died  at 

the  age  of  six  years.  (2)  Nicholas  P.,  a farmer 
in  New  Milford  township,  married  Miss  Nettie 
Hall,  and  has  four  children.  (3)  Augusta  P.  is 
married,  resides  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  has 
three  children. 

Mrs.  Leona  (Smith)  Darrow  was  born  July  8, 
1836,  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  her  family  has  long  .been  prominent.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Smith,  was  a resident 
of  New  Jersey.  Her  father,  William  Smith  (2), 
was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was  married 
there  to  Rachel  Smith',  daughter  of  another  Will- 
iam Smith.  They  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
18 — , locating  in  Jessup  township  upon  a farm  now 
occupied  by  John  Smith,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Darrow, 
and  the  father  was  killed  there  in  June,  1836,  by  a 
falling  tree.  The  mother  died  in  October,  1867, 
aged  sixty-five  years,  and  the  remains  of  both  were 
interred  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  Mrs.  Darrow  was 
the  only  child  of  this  marriage,  but  her  mother 
married  a second  husband,  Philarmon  Hart,  and 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  Phi- 

lander, a shoemaker,  at  Binghamton.  N.  V.;  Alary 
(deceased),  who  married  Benjamin  Marshall ; Isaac,  | 
a farmer  in  Jessup  township;  Jemima  (deceased),  j 
who  married  Thompson  Lee;  William,  a farmer  in  ' 
Jessup  township;  Juliette,  widow  of  David  Bur-  j 
rows,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Julia  (a  twin  of 
Juliette),  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Angel,  of  New 
York  City;  Jane  (deceased),  who  married  Frank-  | 
lin  Esthes ; Leonard,  a farmer  in  Jessup  township,  j 
and  Emma,  who  is  married. 

ARCHIBALD  CRAWFORD  JANSEN,  in  j 
his  lifetime  a prominent  business  man  of  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  held  the  responsible  position 
as  agent  for  the  United  States  Express  Co.  in  that 
city,  and  his  efficient  discharge  of  duty  won  the  \ 
confidence  of  the  people  at  large  as  well  as  that  of 
the  head  of  the  great  corporation  which  lie  repre- 
sented. 

Born  October  12,  1843,  i"  Ulster  county,  N. 
Y.,  Mr.  Jansen  was  a son  of  Henry  aixl  Jeannette 
(Crawford)  Jansen,  and  his  ancestors  in  both  lines 


were  residents  of  that  State,  his  mother's  family 
being  of  old  colonial  stock.  Henry  Jansen,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  December  24,  1796,  am! 
was  reared  in  New  York  State,  where  he  learned 
the  tanner’s  trade,  and  for  a time  conducted  a tan- 
nery of  his  own.  Later  he  removed  to  this  section 
with  the  well-known  tanner,  Singmaster,  locating 
first  at  Tannersville,  and  although  he  returned  to 
Ulster  county  for  a few  years,  he  settled  perma- 
nently in  Stroudsburg  in  1848,  his  death  occurring 
there  on  March  17,  1885.  His  first  wife,  -Miss 
Fannie  Niver,  was  born  July  9,  1799,  and  died  No- 
vember 21,  1834,  and  in  1836  he  married  Miss  Jean- 
nette Crawford,  who  survives  him  and  as  long  as 
he  lived  resided  with  our  subject  at  the  old  Craw- 
ford homestead  on  South  Main  street,  Stroudsburg. 
By  the  first  marriage  he  had  two  children:  Will- 

iam L.,  born  July  9,  1821,  who  was  captain  of  a 
freight  barge  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  June  23. 
1880 ; and  Fannie,  born  October  31,  1834,  now  the 
widow  of  John  A.  Hornbeck.  By  the  second  union 
there  were  three  children:  Sarah  C.,  born  Septem- 

ber 18,  1840,  now  the  wife  of  D.  R.  Brown,  a 
jeweler  at  Stroudsburg;  Archibald  C.,  our  subject; 
and  George  H.,  born  September  8,  1846,  who  en- 
listed early  in  the  Civil  war  in  Company  H,  30th 
P.  V.  I.,  but  contracted  typhoid  fever,  and  in  1863 
returned  home  only  to  die. 

The  Crawford  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and 
Mrs.  Jeannette  Jansen  traces  her  descent  from  two 
distinct  branches,  the  ancestral  home  of  both  having 
1 been  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland.  Whether 
'they  were  recognized  there  as  belonging  to  the  same 
stock  or  not,  history  does  not  state,  but  at  the  time 
of  their  emigration  to  America  the  relationship  was 
not  close.  James  Crawford.  Sr.,  and  his  wife. 
Alary  Wilkin,  the  progenitors  of  one  branch,  came 
to  America  in  1719,  settling  first  at  Peekskill,  \\  est- 
chester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  removing  to 
Alontgomery  county,  N.  Y.  They  brought  with 
them  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Golan.  Ire- 
land, a certificate  of  good  standing  bearing  date  of 
August  9,  1718,  entitling  them  to  membership  in 
the  organization  wherever  they  might  locate.  They 
had  six  children:  John,  born  December  15.  1719 : 
James,  January  21,  1722;  Jane,  Alarch  3.  1724: 
David,  August  1 1 , 1729;  Samuel,  June  9,  1732;  and 
Joseph,  February  21,  1734.  But  little  is  known 
concerning  these  children  with  the  exception  01 
Jane,  who  married  Tames  Crawford,  Jr.,  and  from 
whom  Airs.  Jansen  is  descended. 

James  Crawford,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1719,  near 
the  town  of  Enniskillen,  County  Fermanagh,  Ire- 
land, and  in  1731  he  started  with  his  parents  f r 
the  New  World.  The  voyage  was  long  and  tediou- 
and  the  father  and  mother  died  while  at  sea  Ur 
want  of  water,  while  a son,  Aloses,  died  soon  after 
reaching  New  York  City,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  belonging  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  on  Wall  street.  Three  children 
survived:  James,  Jr.,  and  his  two  elder  sisters. 

Alarv  and  Sarah.  Thev  were  taken  to  Ulster 


■ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  * 1309 


county,  N.  Y.  (now  Orange  county),  by  John  AIc- 
.\eal,  who  assumed  the  guardiansmp  of  James, 
\s  ith  the  understanding  tnat  he  would  give  him 
two  new  suits  of  clothes  and  a horse,  saddle  and 
bridle  at  the  end  of  a term  of  years,  i he  two  girls 
engaged  in  neighboring  families  at  domestic  service 
until  their  marriage,  when  both  settled  in  other 
localities.  Mary  married  a Air.  Sprmgsted,  and 
Sarah  married  Nathan  Jones,  but  nothing  further 
is  known  of  them.  James  was  most  unfortunate 
in  his  guardian,  as  Air.  AlcXeal,  though  a rich 
farmer,  was  covetous,  and  as  the  end  ot  the  term 
drew  near  he  made  things  so  unpleasant  that  the 
poor  boy  was  forced  to  leave,  and  not  only  lost  the 
articles  promised  in  the  agreement,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  $15  for  the  unexpired  time.  The 
neighbors  sympathized  with  his  woes  and  he  readily 
found  work  among  them,  and  finally  secured  a 
position  in  a foundry  where  he  made  good  wages, 
enabling  him  to  save  considerable  money.  He  tiien 
purchased  a large  tract  of  wild  land,  upon  which 
some  Indians  were  still  living  in  their  wigwams, 
and  soon  afterward  he  married  Jane  Crawford  and 
settled  upon  his  new  homestead.  They  passed 
through  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  but 
as  their  land  was  brought  under  cultivation  they 
liecame  wealthy  and  prosperous.  During  the 
Trench  and  Indian  war  they  were  often  in  fear  of 
attack,  and  on  one  occasion  • the  little  settlement 
which  had  grown  up  around  them  was  only  saved 
from  massacre  through  a warning  given  by  a sejuaw 
whom  Airs.  Crawford  had  befriended.  This  pio- 
neer couple  were  earnest  Christians  and  both  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  James  Craw- 
ford  died  February  23,  1802,  and  his  wife  on  Au- 
gust 14,  1795.  They  had  ten  children,  each  of 
" horn  received  200  acres  of  land  from  the  estate. 

■ I)  Samuel  I.  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Alary, 
born  Alav  6,  1752,  married  John  Berkley.  (3) 
1-lizabeth,  born  November  27,  1753,  married  James 
Hcrk ley.  (4)  Nathan  was  born  July  22,  1755. 

1 5)  Jonathan  was  born  April  27,  1757.  (6)  David, 

born  February  6,  1759,  died  November  3,  1822. 

1 7)  Jane,  born  February  26,  1761,  married  John 
Martin  and  died  January  7,  1827.  (8)  Sarah, 
born  February  11,  1763,  died  September  19,  1826. 
•ske  married  Thomas  Berkley  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren: James,  Alary,  David,  John,  Jonathan.  Jane, 
Cniah,  Alargaret,  Thomas,  William  At.  and  Eliza- 
beth. (9)  Aloses,  born  Alarcli  1,  1765,  died  Au- 
gU't  14,  1770.  (10)  Joshua,  born  Alav  17.  1767. 

ui  tnose  days  slavery  was  allowed  in  all  parts  of 
die  country  and  James  Crawford  once  purchased 
;l  '’ave  by  weight  (paying  twenty  shillings  a pound), 
who  remained  with  the  family  forty  years,  being 
instructed  in  religion  and  fed  from  the  same  table 
and  clothed  in  the  same  homespun  material  used 
by  the  family. 

Samuel  I.  Crawford,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent  in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was  born 
December  18,  1750,  and  died  October  17,  1828.  On 
February  29,  1776,  he  married  Jane  AIcCurdy,  who 


was  born  February  14,  1757,  and  died  January  12, 
1537.  His  father  presented  him  with  a farm  and 
ail  necessary  stock  and  implements,  and  at  Ins 
j death  he  bequeathed  the  estate  to  his  chddren.  He 
always  had  colored  servants,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  time.  Like  his  parents,  he  adhered  to 
the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  his  children  were  reared 
in  that  Church.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a large 
family  of  children,  and  for  a period  of  fifty-one 
years  there  was  no  death  in  their  home  circle.  The 
eldest  son,  Col.  Aloses,  was  born  December  7,  177O, 
and  died  September  18,  1835.  During  the  war  of 
1S12  he  served  as  colonel  of  a regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  in  1813  he  was  on  duty  at  Brooklyn  Fleights, 
L.  I.  For  several  years  he  held  office  as  magistrate 
and  commissioner  of  deeds  for  the  town  of  Craw- 
ford, X.  Y.,  where  he  settled  on  200  acres  cf  land, 
the  town  being  afterward  named  in  his  honor.  At 
one  time  he  served  as  a member  of  the*  New  York 
Legislature.  Fie  and  his  wife,  Eleanor  Thompson, 
had  seven  children : Alatilda,  Alexander,  Cecelia, 

Jane,  Samuel,  Alary  and  Jonathan.  (2)  Alary,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  I.  Crawford,  was  born 
Alav  12,  1778,  and  died  November  27,  1857.  She 
married  John  Durgea,  who  was  of  German  descent 
and  spent  his  early  life  on  Long  Island,  removing 
later  to  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and  both  at- 
tained an  avanced  age,  their  married  life  covering 
a period  of  sixty  years.  Their  children  were  Nancy, 
Jeanette,  Hannah,  John  H.,  Samuel,  Alary  A.  and 
Jonathan.  (3)  Archibald  is  mentioned  below.  (4) 
Jonathan  S.  was  born  September  12,  1782.  (5) 

Sarah,  born  Alav  10,  1784,  died  Alav  23,  1832. 
(6)  Robert  S.,  born  April  8,  1786,  died  June  10, 
1838.  ■ (7)  Nancy  was  born  July  22,  1788.  (8) 

Jane,  born  April  2,  1791,  died  in  1827. 

Archibald  Crawford  was  born  June  7,  1780, 
and  died  in  1859.  In  Alarcli,  1802,  he  married 
Alary  Berkley,  who  was  born  October  18,  1783. 
the  second  child  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Crawford) 
Berkley,  mentioned  above.  In  1804  he  received  a 
few  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  located  on  the 
Newburg  and  Coshocton  turnpike,  in  New  York, 
and  in  October,  1805,  he  settled  there,  taking  out  a 
license  and  conducting  a grocery  and  tavern.  In 
1812  he  rented  his  tavern  and  purchased  a farm, 
where  he  resided  one  year,  when  he  resumed  his 
former  business.  In  1820  he  again  placed  the 
tavern  in  the  hands  of  a tenant  while  he  operated 
a farm  belonging  to  his  father-in-law.  He  pur- 
chased the  farm  after  a time,  but  three  years  later 
he  sold  it  and  in  April,  1823,  he  again  took  charge 
of  his  tavern,  which  he  conducted  as  a temperance 
hotel  until  1835.  For  a time  he  was  interested  in 
surveying  and  insurance,  and  in  1S38  he  sold  his 
tavern  and  removed  to  Pine  Bush.  After  spend- 
ing a short  time  there  he  sold  his  property  and 
removed  to  the  mountains  with  his  son.  and  on 
April  1,  1844,  he  returned  to  Pine  Bush,  where  his 
death  occurred.  Fie  and  his  wife  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: Emily,  born  November  17,  1803:  Sarah, 
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born  February  7,  1805;  Alford,  born  June  1,  1807; 
James  McCurdy,  born  March  20,  1809;  Jeannette 
(Mrs.  Jansen),  born  March  13,  1811;  David  A., 
born  September  5,  1813;  Robert,  born  May  18, 
1815,  died  November  13,  1849,  in  the  Odd  Fellows 
Hospital  at  Sacramento  City.  Cal. ; Eleanor,  born 
April  15,  1817;  Elizabeth,  born  May  7,  1819,  died 
August  31,  1819;  Moses  A.,  born  July  12,  1820, 
died  December  19,  1851,  at  his  residence  in  the 
City  of  New  York;  John  D.,  born  December  29, 
1822;  and  Alary  E.,  born  October  18,  1825,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

DANIEL  I.  HADDEN,  a very  wide-awake 
and  energetic  citizen  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne 
county,  who  is  engaged  in  both  farming  and  dairy- 
ing, was  born  in  Windham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son 
of  Israel  and  Alary  Hadden. 

The  father  was  a native  of  Gilboa,  that  State, 
as  was  also  the  mother,  but  after  their  marriage 
they  located  in  Windham,  where  he  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1863.  All  of  their  children  were  born  in 
Greene  county,  N.  Y..  and  in  order  of  birth  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Hattie,  born  in  1848,  married 

John  Alyers,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  resided  in 
Freemanville,  this  State,  where  she  died  leaving  five 
children.  (2)  Ella,  born  in  1850,  died'  when  a 
young  lady.  (3)  Lillie,  born  in  1852,  married  Nor- 
ton Pine,  of  Albany, ’N.  Y„  and  they  now  reside  in 
Nebraska.  (4)  Daniel  I.  is  the  next  in  the  family. 
(5)  Edward  B.,  born  im  1856,  married  Stella 
Smith,  of  Susquehanna  coijfity,  Penn.,  by  whom  he 
has  one  daughter,  Edith,  and  they  live  on  his  well 
cultivated  farm  in  Waymart,  Wayne  county.  (6) 
George  W.,  born  in  1858.  married  Addie  Brown, 
of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  by  whom 
he  has  five  children,  and  they  reside  on  a farm  in 
that  township;  his  children  are  Alary,  Ralph,  Phcebe, 
Dorothy  and  Harvey.  (7)  Charles  A.  Lincoln, 
born  in  1861,  married  Nettie  Cole,  of  Preston, 
Wayne  county,  has  one  daughter,  Hattie,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  near  Lake  Como  in  Preston  town- 
ship. For  her  second  husband  the  mother  married 
Thomas  Dudgeon,  of  New  York  State,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Alanchester  township.  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  her  death  occurred  in  July,  1883.  She  had 
no  children  by  her  second  union. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  place  Daniel  I. 
Hadden  secured  a fair  education,  and  during  his 
youth  came  with  his  mother  to  Wavne  countv,  where 
he  followed  farming  in  Preston  township  for  a time. 
In  1879  he  married  Aliss  Clara  Reynolds,  of  that 
township,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Alary  Rev- 
nolds,  highly  respected  citizens  of  that  community. 
She  was  the  second  in  their  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  George,  who  died  in  earlv  man- 
hood; Frances,  now  the  wife  of  Oscar  Stanton; 
Alyrtle,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  vears ; and 
Earle,  who  is  single  and  resides  in  Deposiff  N.  Y. 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1883,  but  the  father 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  an  hon- 


ored  resident  of  Preston  township.  Air.  and  Airs 
Hadden  have  five  children : James  Lee,  born  in 

1880;  Frederick  S.,  in  1882;  Lillie  S.,  in  1884: 
Osten,  in  1886;  and  Alta  Luciie,  in  1893.  All  wert- 
born  in  Preston  township,  and  when  they  have  at- 
tained a sufficient  age  have  been  provided  with 
good  school  advantages. 

After  his  marriage  Air.'  Hadden  lived  near 
Stanton  Plill  until  1896,  when  he  purchased  sixtv- 
seven  acres  of  land  in  Lebanon  township,  on  the 
Newburg  turnpike,  one  mile  west  of  Rilevville.  He 
erected  thereon  a good  frame,  house  and  barn  in 
1897,  and  has  made  many  excellent  improvements 
upon  the  place.  He  was  reared  in  the  Alethodi.-t 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  mother  was  a con- 
sistent member,  but  his  wife  is  a Baptist  in  relig- 
ious belief.  Descended  from  old  Whig  stock,  lie 
has  become  an  ardent  supporter- of  the  Republican 
party,  and  faithfully  performs  every  duty  of  citi- 
zenship. In  the  social  circles  of  the  community 
he  and  his  fantilv  occupy  an  enviable  position  and 
they  are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Wayne  countv. 

FREDERICK  ARNOLD,  deceased.  .The  ties 
which  bind  together  the  branches  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  were  never  more  clearly  shown  than  in 
the  earnest  support  of  our  English-born  citizens  of 
the  cause  of  liberty  during  cur  Civil  war.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  formerly  a prominent  resident  of 
Stroud  township.  Alonroe  county,  was  among  those 
who  offered  their  services  to  the  government  in  that 
trying  period,  and  his  courage  and  devotion  won  him 
an  honorable  record.  Air.  Arnold  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1826,  in  England,  a son  of  Aaron  and  Annie 
Arnold,  both  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to 
America  some  years  after  their  marriage,  and  died 
at  their  home  in  Smithfield  township,  Alonroe  coun- 
ty, leaving  a large  family. 

In  early  manhood  Frederick  Arnold  married 
Aliss  Susanna  Aloyer,  of  Stroud  township,  Alon- 
roe county,  and  soon  afterward  he  purchased  the 
present  homestead  in  this  same  localitv.  The  land 
was  then  in  an  unimproved  state,  but  he  cleared  it 
and  brought  it  under  fine  cultivation,  while  the 
comfortable  buildings  erected  by  him  make  it  a 
most  attractive  home.  After  this  he  removed  tem- 
porarily to  Bradford  county,  where  for  fifteen 
years  he  rented  a farm,  but  later  he  settled  at  his 
old  homestead,  where  his  death  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber, 1897.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
149th  P.  Y.  I.,  commanded  by  Col.  John  Irwin.  < -t 
Clearfield,  and  at  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Carlisle. 
Penn.  Politically  Air.  Arnold  was  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  he  and  his  family  have  been  active  in  relig- 
ious work  as  members  of  the  Alethodist  Church. 

Airs.  Arnold,  who  is  highly  esteemed  for  her 
excellent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  is  a daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  Alover,  who  were  born  and 
reared  in  Alonroe  county,  but  settled  permanently 
in  Bradford  county  soon  after  their  marriage.  Air-. 
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Catherine  Moyer  died  about  thirty  years  ago  leav- 
ing six  children:  Peter;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Thomas  j 
Arnold;  Susanna,  widow  of  our  subject;  Julia  Ann,  ; 
who  married  Robert  Xeely,  of  Tonawanda,  Penn.; 
Samuel;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Nye,  of 
Bradford  county.  After  the  death  of  his  wife 
Jacob  Moyer  wedded  Miss  Jane  Burd,  of  Bradford 
county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: John,  Hanna,  Lydia,  Electa  and  Emily. 

A family  of  four  children  blessed  the  union 
of  Frederick  and  Susanna  (Moyer)  Arnold,  and  all 
now  occupy  honorable  and  useful  positions  in  life, 
reflecting  credit  upon  their  parents.  ( I ) Peter, 
born  in  September,  1853,  in  Stroud  township,  re- 
sides in  Spragueville,  where  he  is  employed  as  a j 
telegraph  operator  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  j 
& Western  railroad.  He  married,  and  has  had  ! 
three  children — Arthur  E.,  Goldie  and  Xellie.  (2)  j 
Samuel,  born  in  October,  1856,  in  Bradford  county, 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  looks  after  his 
mother’s  interests.  He  married  Miss  Amanda  Det- 
rick, daughter  of  Jesse  and  Catherine  Detrick,  well- 
known  residents  of  Stroud  township,  and  four  chil- 
dren brighten  the  old  home — Charles  W.,-  born  in 
1878;  Odessa,  1880;  Frances,  1882;  and  Ruth,  1895. 
Odessa  and  Frances  have  completed  a public-school 
course,  and  all  are  popular  in  the  best  social  circles 
of  the  neighborhood.  (3)  Mary  A.,  born  in  May, 
1859,  in  Bradford  countv,  married  John  Cramer, 
of  Spragueville,  and  has  three  children:  Ada, 

Lewis  and  Viola.  (4)  Annie,  born  in  June,  1872,  j 
in  Bradford  county,  married  Oscar  Impt,  of  East  1 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  two-  children,  Myrtle  and 
Alvia.  ' 

MRS.  SARAH  ARXOLD  GREGORY,  a 
most  estimable  lady  residing  in  Tunkhannock  town- 
ship, belongs  to  an  old  and  highly-respected  family 
of  Monroe  county.  Her  paternal  grandparents, 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Kerr)  Arnold,  spent  their  en-  j 
tire  lives  in  Hamilton  township,  where  the  grand- 
father engaged  in  farming  as  a means  of  livelihood. 

Adam  Arnold,  father  of  Mrs.  Gregory,  was  1 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  July  22,  1784,  and  was 
one  of  a family  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter.  On  attaining  to  man  s estate  he  was 
married,  in  his  native  township,  to  Miss  Peggy  Ann 
Buskirk,  a daughter  of  John  Buskirk,  who  was  born 
in  Hamilton  township.  Monroe  county,  and  died  in 
Allentown,  Penn.,  before  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Gregory. 
Throughout  life  Mr.  Arnold  worked  as  a laborer,  j 
and  made  his  home  in  Hamilton  and  Jackson  town- 
shops,  Monroe  county.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  died  Xovember  11,  1858, 
his  wife  August  22,  1840,  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them.  To  them  were  born  six  children,  namelv: 
Eliza,  who  is  now  seventy-six  years  of  age  and  is 
a widow  residing  in  W ilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Caroline, 
widow  of  Moses  Morris,  of  Wilkes  Barre;  Irene, 
deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Turner,  of  the  same  place; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Eckhart,  of  Wilkes  1 


Barre;  Margaret,  who  died  unmarried;  and  Sarah 
A.,  our  subject. 

Sarah  Arnold  was  born  August  18,  1837,  and 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Henry  Gregory,  who  was  born 
in  that  township,  August  22,  1829.  His  parents, 
Richard  and  Lydia  (George)  Gregory,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  and 
from  there  removed  to  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
August  23,  1864,  aged  seventy-four  years,  his  wife 
July  27,  1854,  aged  fifty-six  years,  two  months  and 
thirteen  days.  In  their  family  were  seven  children, 
five  sons  and  two  daughters.  Henry  Gregory 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town- 
ship and  continued  to  reside  there,  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  farming,  until  1878,  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Tunkhannock  township,  where  Mrs.  Greg- 
ory purchased  fifty-tw'o  and  a half  acres  of  land, 
only  a small  portion  of  which  had  been  cleared.  To 
its  further  development  and  improvement  Mr.  Greg- 
ory at  once  turned  his  attention  and  continued  to 
carry  on  operations  as  a farmer  and  lumberman 
until  called  from  this'  life,  March  2,  1889.  As  an 
honorable,  upright  man  he  was  held  in  high  regard 
by  the  entire  community.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a 
Lutheran.  For  sixteen  months  he  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  LTfion  army  during  the  Civil  W'ar,  was 
wounded  by  a musket  ball  in  the  right  shoulder, 
and  when  hostilities  ceased  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. For  forty-two  years  Mrs.  Gregory  has 
been  a faithful  and  earnest  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  now  in  her  declining  years  she  is  sur- 
rounded by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances who  appreciate  her  sterling  worth. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory 
are  as  follows:  David  Milton,  born  February  16, 

1856,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  Charles 
Henry,  born  March  2,  1858,  died  in  infancy ; Susana, 
born  July  29,  i860,  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Hattner, 
of  Hamilton  toumship;  Edwin,  born  February  14, 

1862,  died  in  infancy;  Mary  E.,  born  January  14. 

1863,  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Keiper,  by  whom  she  had 
five  children,  Jennie,  Birdie.  Lottie  (deceased  I, 
Carrie  and  Dorothy,  and  they  live  in  Tunkhannock 
township;  Richard,  born  August  21,  1867,  lives  in 
Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  -county,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming;  Ira,  born  September  12,  1869. 
is  in  X*ew  Mexico : Peter  Alvin,  born  August  26, 
1871,  is  employed  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Monroe 
county;  James  Monroe,  born  Xovember  4.  1873, 
is  a lumberman  and  carpenter  of  Monroe  county ; 
and  Emma  Lydia,  born  October  13,  1S76,  died 
April  11,  1878. 

OTTO  E.  TYLER,  a farmer  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a son  of  Calvin  and 
Caroline  (Conklin)  Tyler,  representatives  of  a 
well-known  family. 

Calvin  Tyler  on  reaching  manhood  married 
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Miss  Caroline  Conklin,  who  was  born  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  subject's  home  in  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  the  daughter  of  Simon  B.  Conk- 
lin, one  of  the  early  settlers  here.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  are  as  follows:  Moses  S.,  a resident 

of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Elida  C..  wife  of  Elton  J. 
Ross,  of  Binghamton;  Otto  E.,  the  subject  of  this 
review;  and  Allette,  wife  of  Joseph  T.  Tyler,  of 
Damascus  township.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer 
and  lumberman  by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  forty-one.  Both  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  their  lives 
were  ever  in  harmony  with  its  teachings. 

Otto  E.  Tyler  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm.  On  October  15,  1882,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Phoebe  E.  Anderson,  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  Anderson,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Callicoon,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Anderson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Dorcas 
Winslow,  was  a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
and  died  several  years  ago.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  the  Captain  and  his  wife,  three  died  in 
childhood,  and  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Ellen 
E. ; Mary  E. ; Calista,  wife  of  George  Lawton,  of 
Maine,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Phcebe  E.,  wife  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  have  one  child, 
Florence  E.,  born  January  19,  1885. 

C.  M.  BROWNELL,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  Strouds- 
burg's leading  physicians,  his  skill  and  abilitv  having 
won  him  an  enviable  reputation.  He  is  a disciple 
Hahnemann  and  is  prominent-  ^mong  his  profes- 
sional brethern  as  well  as  with  the  public,  being  an 
active  member  of  the  American  Homeopathic  In- 
stitute. 

Doctor  Brownell  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock 
and  his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  were  Quakers 
in  religious  faith.  Jeremiah  Brownell,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1761,  at 
Little  Crompton,  N.  Y.,  but  spent  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Hamilton,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  In  his  day  transportation  facil- 
ties  were  limited,  and  the  removal  to  Hamilton  was 
made  with  a team  which  belonged  to  a Dutchman. 
The  latter  did  not  approve  of  Quaker  views  of  tem- 
perance, and  he  took  advantage  of  his  riehts  as  own- 
er and  driver  of  the  team  to  compel  Mr.  Brownell 
to  supply  a liberal  allowance  of  whiskey,  making  him 
walk  each  dav  unless  the  liquor  was  duly  provided. 
Jeremiah  Brownell  diet!  in  New  York  State  in  T847, 
leaving  two  sons:  Alvin,  our  subject’s  grandfather; 
Thomas,  who  settled  in  Michigan. 

Alvin  Brownell  was  born  at  the  old  farm  near 
Hamilton,  X.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven. 
He  married  Miss  Amelia  Lancton  and  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Henry,  our  subject's  father; 
George,  who  died  at  an  early  age ; and  Margue- 
rite. 

Henry  Brownell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1885,  he  located  in 
Monroe  county,  where  his  death  occurred.  In 


politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  did  not  take  an 
active  share  in  partisan  work.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Arvilla  Hammond,  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Cattaraugus,  X.  Y.,  and  is  still  living 
Of  their  two  children  our  subject  was  the  elder. 
Maggie  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  W.  \V.  Mitchel, 
of  Utica,  New  York. 

Doctor  Brownell  was  born  June  23,  1859,  at 
Hamilton,  XL  Y.,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  locality.  Later  he  attended 
school  at  Easton,  Penn.,  and  Utica,  X.  Y.,  and  in 
1878  he  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia. where  he  was  graduated  in  1882. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  general  practice,  but 
he  is  considered  especially  proficient  in  surgery, 
obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women.  While  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party  he  is  not  active  in  local 
politics,  but  socially  is  prominent,  being  identified 
with  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
and  the  Knights  of  Malta.  In  company  with  other 
leading  citizens  of  Stroudsburg  he  made  a tour 
of  Europe,  and  his  account  of  his  travels,  as  pre- 
served in  his  diary,  is  of  great  interest,  show- 
ing keen  *powers  of  observation  and  fine  literary- 
style. 

Dr.  Brownell,  our  subject,  married  Miss  Min- 
nie E.  Bassett,  who  was  born  June  20,  1859,  in 
Hamilton,  X'.  Y.,  and  two  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  Genevieve  and  Clarence.  Mrs.  Brownell 

is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  her  great-great-grand- 
father, John  Hilburn,  was  taken  prisoner  during  the 
massacre  there  in  the  early  history  of  that  locality, 
and  was  carried  to  Canada,  but  finallyr  returned  to 
his  home  in  Susquehanna  county-. 

WILLIAM  E.  BELCHER.  This  well-known 
citizen  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
a representative  of  a class  of  agriculturists  whose 
able  and  scientific  management  produces  good  re- 
sults when  others  fail.  He  has  two  fine  farms  in 
Gibson  township,  one  of  520  acres  and  the  other 
of  200  acres,  and  devotes  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  his  work  in  various  lines  rivaling,  how- 
ever. that  of  those  who  have  chosen  them  as  spe- 
cialties. 

Mr.  Belcher  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
family-,  his  grandfather,  William  Belcher,  son  of 
Adam  Belcher,  having  come  to  Susquehanna  county 
from  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1794.  with  a brother, 
John.  The  section  was  then  a part  of  Luzerne 
county,  and  they  were  the  first  settlers  in  what  is 
now  .Gibson  township,  where  both  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  John  Belcher  had  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  township.  William  Belcher,  who  was 
a farmer  and  blacksmith  by  occupation,  married 
Sally  Ann  Davev,  and  they  had  a large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  all  but  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters settled  in  Illinois. 

Alanson  Belcher,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  1809,  in  Gibson  township,  and  after  following  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  there  for  many  years,  removed 
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to  Shelby  county,  111.,  where  he  died  September  8,  I 
1868,  aged  nearly  sixty  vears.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Taylor),  who  died  in  Gibson  town- 
ship in  1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Dolly  (Sparks)  Taylor,  and 
was  also  of  pioneer  stock,  the  Taylors  coming  from 
Vermont,  the  Sparks  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
arid  settling  in  Gibson  township.  The  father  of 
Dolly  Sparks  was  killed  in  the  Wyoming  massacre, 
but  the  mother  escaped  with  Dolly,  then  a child 
of  two  y ears ; they  went  as  far  as  they  could,  and 
then  laid  down  in  the  woods ; during  the  night  they 
were  disturbed  by  the  tramp  of  horses’  feet,  and  the 
mother  found  to  her  joy  that  two  sons  whom  she 
supposed  had  been  killed  had  also  escaped.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  a large  family,  the  others 
being:  Amos,  born  in  1832,  is  now  a farmer  in  Gib- 
son township  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Rebellion)  ; 
Solomon,  born  in  1834,  died  in  1869;  John  W.  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years ; George,  born  in  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  is  a farmer  in  Gibson  township:  Adelia, 
born  in  1841,  married  Charles  Felton,  a fanner  in 
Harford  township ; Amelia,  twin  of  Adelia,  mar- 
ried Clinton  Allen,  and  died  in  1899;  Elizabeth  A., 
born  in  1844,  married  Joseph  Whiting,  a manufac- 
turer at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  5,  1830,  in  Gib- 
son township,  and  has  resided  at  his  present  home- 
stead since  he  was  two  months  old.  He  is  popular 
as  a citizen,  being  genial  and  approachable,  and  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  local  politics  as  a member 
of  the  Republican  party,  having  served  six  years 
as  school  director.  On  May  12,  1864,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to 
Miss  Samantha  A.  Carpenter,  and  the  following 
children  have  blessed  the  union : Miss  Clara  M., 

who  is  at  home,  and  is  a nurse ; Oscar  C.,  who  went 
to  Dawson  City  from  Oregon  in  1897,  and  has  been  ; 
among  the  fortunate  gold  seekers  in  the  Klondyke ; 
William  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; ; 
Frank  J.,  a successful  gold  miner  who  has  been  in  | 
Alaska  and  Klondike  for  five  years ; Miss  Mary 
G.,  at  home;  Horace  G.,  a gold  miner  at  Dawson 
City;  Miss  Eliza  M.,  a successful  school  teacher;  I 
and  Miss  Rhoda  M.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Samantha  A.  ! 
Belcher  was  born  August  14,  1836,  at  Preston,  j 
Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Chester  and  Eliza  M.  ! 
(Guild)  Carpenter,  both  natives  of  Gibson  town-  j 
ship.  The  Carpenter  family  has  been  identified  with 
Massachusetts  from  a early  date,  and  Mrs.  Belcher 
is  a great-great-granddaughter  of  Josiah  Carpen- 
ter, and  a great-granddaughter  of  Searle  Carpenter, 
of  the  Bay  State.  David  Carpenter,  her  grandfa-  ! 
ther,  was  born  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Sus-  j 
quehanna  county  in  1811,  locating  upon  a farm  in 
Gibson  township.  A few  years  later  he  returned  to 
Massachusetts  and  married  Abbie  Follett,  who  ac- 
companied him  to  his  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  The  Guild  family  is  also  of 
Massachusetts  stock,  and  Airs.  Belcher  s maternal  1 
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grandparents,  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Fuller) 
Guild,  of  Massachusetts,  came  to  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1812,  to  secure  a farm. 
Airs.  Belcher's  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  Gibson  township  in  1839,  aged  twenty- 
six,  and  her  mother  died  in  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  in  1854,  aged  forty-one,  their  re- 
mains being  buried  at  Burrow’s  Hollow.  They 
were  active  members  of  the  AI.  E.  Church  for  many 
years.  Of  their  children  : ( 1 ) Chester  C.,  who 

died  December  5,  1889,  at  Golden,  Colo.,  went  to 
Colorado  in  i860,  and  was  first  clerk  of  Jefferson 
county,  later  became  a prominent  attorney,  and 
served  as  District  Judge.  He  married  Lydia  Alay- 
nard.  (2)  Samantha  A.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
(3)  Nancy  A.,  who  died  November  18,  1898,  mar- 
ried Emanuel  Smith,  of  Colorado.  (4)  Alartha 
AI.  died  aged  three  years. 

ABIEL  S.  BROWN.  The  world  instinct- 
ively pays  deference  to  the  man  who  has  achieved 
success  in  life,  overcoming  the  obstacles  and  diffi- 
culties in  his  path,  and  reaching  a high  position  in 
the  business  world.  This  is  a progressive  age,  and 
he  who  does  not  advance  is  soon  left  far  behind. 
Air.  Brown,  by  the  improvement  of  opportunities 
with  which  all  are  surrounded,  has  steadily  and 
honorably  worked  his  way  upward  and  has  attained 
a fair  degree  of  prosperity,  being  the  present  owner 
of  an  excellent  farm  of  200  acres  in  Lebanon  town- 
ship, Wayne  county. 

Air.  Brown  is  one  of  New  England's  native 
sons,  born  at  Southbridge,  Alass.,  September  28, 
1833.  His  father  and  grandfather  both  bore  the 
name  of  Rufus,  the  former  being  one  of  a family 
of  sixteen  children.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  In  early 
manhood  he  married  Aiiss  Eunice  Clemmons, 
a daughter  of  Reuben  Clemmons,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children.  The  mother, 
who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Alethodist 
Church,  died  in  Alassachusetts,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years,  and  the  father  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight. 

The  first'  fourteen  years  of  his  life  Abiel  S. 
Brown  spent  in  the  State  of  his  nativity,  and  then 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  company  with  his 
sister,  Airs.  Daniel  Green.  Plere  he  subsequently 
married  Aiiss  Phoebe  Justin,  a native  of  \\  ayne 
county,  and  a daughter  of  J.  Justin,  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  this  region,  who,  with  four  of 
his  sons,  was  a gallant  defender  of  the  Lnion  dur- 
ing the  trving  days  of  the  Civil  war.  Pie  married 
Aiiss  Caroline  Taylor,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  Of  the  nine  children  born 
to  Air.  and  Airs.  Brown,  eight  are  still  living, 
namely : Louisa,  wife  of  John  Swingle,  of  Tioga, 

Penn.;  Daniel,  a resident  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wavne  county ; Eunice,  wife  of  Samuel  \\  illnath, 
of  the  same  township ; Addie,  wife  of  George 
1 Hadon,  also  of  Lebanon  township;  Jennie,  wife  of 
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Daniel  AIcReynolds,  of  Buckingham  township, 
Wayne  county  ; Harvey,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Clara,  wife  of  Frank  Scudder;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  Benton  Buss. 

Throughout  lus  business  career  Mr.  Brown 
has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  i 
and  the  well-tilled  fields  and  the  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  of  his  place  testify  to  his  skill  and 
ability  in  his  chosen  calling.  The  Republican 
party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter, 
and  he  never  withholds  his  aid  from  any  enterprise 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  moral, 
educational  or  material  .welfare  of  his  township  or 
county,  so  that  he  justly  deserves  to  be  numbered 
among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  prominent  and  representative  men,  of  his  com- 
munity. 

ANDREW'  SWINGLE,  a leading  citizen  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  has  been 
for  many  years  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  that  locality,  but  he  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement and  enjoying  the  results  of  past  efforts. 
His  sterling  qualities  of  character  and  pleasant 
manners  have  won  him  many  friends,  and  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  be  read  with  interest. 

Mr.  Swingle  was  born  April  i,  1824,  at  the 
old  homestead  two  miles  southeast  of  South 
Canaan  Corners,  and  belopgs  to  that  well-known  and 
numerous  branch  of  the  Swingle  family  which 
traces  its  descent  from  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  who 
came  to  America  from  Switzerland  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  This  worthy  pioneer  made 
his  home  for  a time  in  New  York  State,  and  settled 
in  1783  in  what  is  now  known  as  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  building  a log  cabin  in 
the  wilderness  and  clearing  a farm.  His  wife, 
Mary  Shaffer,  bore  him  ten  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  John,  our  subject’s  grandfather.  John 
Swingle  was  married  first  to  Catherine  Moore, 
second  to  Catherine  Shorter,  and  third  to  Barbara 
Burleigh,  and  had  twenty-four  children,  four  by 
his  first  wife,  viz.:  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jonathan 

Nickerson),  John  (2),  Eva  (Mrs.  Justus  Cobb) 
and  Conrad. 

John  Swingle  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  South  Canaan  Corners,  where  he  passed  j 
his  life  in  farming.  He  was  a man  of  excellent 
character,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
much  esteemed  bv  his  associates.  His  death  oc-  j 
curred  in  December,  1843,  " hen  he  was  aged  sixty- 
six,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Wagner,  died  in  1892,  aged  eighty  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Shaffertown, 
Wayne  county.  The  Wagner  family  is  prominent  1 
in  this  section.  John  and  Sarah  ( W agner)  Swin- 
gle had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows: 
Otho,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Joseph  Woodward,  both  of  whom  died  out 
West  some  years  ago;  Polly,  who  married  Isaac 
Seeley  (deceased),  and  died  in  1887.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five ; Elizabeth,  who  married  James  Robin- 


son, and  died  in  1889,  her  husband's  death  occur- 
\ ring  within  the  same  week ; Adam,  who  married 
| (first)  Mahala  Thorp,  and  (second;  Lucinda 
j Schmar  (both  now  deceased;,  and  died  in  1890; 
Samuel,  who  died  in  1S83,  aged  fifty;  Lucinda, 
widow  of  Corland  Brooks,  now  residing  in  South 
Canaan  township ; Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Amos 
Spangenberg  (both  now  deceased;  ; Andrew,  onr 
subject;  Barbara,  wife  of  Samuel  Leland,  a farmer 
of  South  Washington  township;  James,  who  married 
Clarissa  Sharp,  and  resides  upon  a farm  in  Wayne 
county;  and  Frederick  and  Henrietta,  who  died  in 
childhood. 

Andrew  Swingle's  early  life  was  spent  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  gained  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  farm  work,  while  profiting  by  such  edu- 
cational opportunities  as  the  local  schools  afforded. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  home,  and  for 
seven  months  was  employed  on  the  turnpike  at 
Milford,  Penn.  This  experience  sufficed  to  show 
him  that  there  was  "no  place  like  home,”  and  re- 
turning to  his  native  township,  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  forty  acres,  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
work.  Flis  thrift  and  energy  were  duly  rewarded 
by  a substantial  success,  and  after  three  years  he 
sold  that  farm  and  bought  1 16  acres  of  improved 
land  in  the  same  township,  where  he  continued  his 
operations  on  a larger  scale.  In  the  fall  of  1S88 
he  decided  to  retire  from  active  business,  and  for 
a time  he  resided  in  Carbondale,  purchasing  a small 
place  there,  but  on  April  16,  1897,  he  took  posses- 
sion of  his  present  farm  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. He  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  local 
affairs,  and  throughout  life  has  been  an  influential 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  At  one  time 
he  held  the  office  of  supervisor,  and  he  has  also 
served  as  school  director.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  South  Canaan  Croners.  and 
is  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  class- 
leader  for  six  years. 

On  June  9,  1846,  Air.  Swingle  married,  at 

South  Canaan; for  his  first  wife,  Miss  Abigail 

Sharp,  who  died  March  15,  1894,  aged  sixty-nine 
*vears.  her  remains  being  buried  at  South  Canaan. 
Her  parents,  John  and  Phcebe  (Seeleyj  Sharp,  were 
for  many  years  residents  of  Canaan,  and  both  died 
in  Wayne  county,  the  mother  in  1893.  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-eight.  On  April  16,  1807, 
Air.  Swingle  married  Airs.  Caroline  Corthwright, 
ncc  Swingle.  Air.  Swingle  has  four  children,  all 
by  his  first  marriage.  (1)  Alary  J.  Swingle  mar- 
ried Lewis  Curtis,  of  Carbondale,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  Co., 
and  seven  children  have  been  born  to  them — 
George,  who  died  in  August,  1892 ; Reuben  and 
Rufus,  twins,  the  former  of  whom,  a resident  of 
Carbondale.  married  Hattie  Belknap,  of  that  place, 
and  has  two  children,  Lena  and  Helen : Rufus  died 
when  five  months  old ; Andrew,  a prominent  gold- 
miner  of  Colorado,  who  also  spent  two  years  in  the 
Klondike;  Emma,  a resident  of  Carbondale; 
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Charles,  a prominent  resident  of  Carbondale,  who 
is  head  bookkeeper  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Coal  Co. ; and  Archie,  a machinist,  also  a resident 
of  Carbondale.  (2)  Barbara  A.  Swingle  married 
Charles  Wagner,  a machinist  at  Waymart,  and  has 
one  child,  Jessie.  (3)  Sophronms  L.  Swingle  re- 
sides upon  a farm  in  South  Canaan  township.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Day,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, all  residents  of  South  Canaan — Myrtle  X., 
Mrs.  Ross,  who  has  one  child,  Gail  A. ; J.  Bee;  and 
Maud  A.,  Mrs.  Shaffer,  who  has  one  daughter, 
Lepha  B.  (4)  Emma  J.  Swingle  married  Freder- 
ick Martwick,  a farmer  near  Aldenville,  Penn.,  and 
has  five  children,  Andrew,  Abbie,  Rena,  Charlie 
and  Nancy. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Swingle  is  also  a descendant  of 
Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  her  father,  Harmon  Swingle, 
being  a son  of  Jacob  Swingle,  the  sixth  child  of  the 
old  pioneer.  Jacob  Swingle  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  July  24,  1870;  his  wife, 
Eva  Shaffer,  was  a native  of  Canaan  township, 
Wavne'  county.  They  had  nine  children,  viz. : 
Nancy,  who  married  Lyman  Kennedy;  Julia,  who 
married  Joseph  Brandt;  Plarmon ; . Emeline,  who 
married  John  Bates ; Richard ; Abby,  who  married 
Herman  Arnold ; Austin ; Adaline,  who  married 
Joseph  Swingle ; and  Catherine,  none  of  whom  are 
now  living  except  Harmon  and  Richard.  Harmon 
Swingle  was  born  August  21,  1819,  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  for  many 
years  followed  farming  in  that  locality.  He  is  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  respected  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  at  present  he  resides  upon  his  old  home- 
stead with  his  daughter  and  son-in-law.  He  was 
married,  January  14,  1842,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 

Hutchins,  of  the  same  township,  who  died  in  1888, 
aged  sixty-four,  and  their  children  were : Albert, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen ; Steward  S.,  a 
merchant  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  who  married  Mrs. 
Martha  Van  Lone,  nee  Myers ; Caroline,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Nancy,  who  married  Doice  Daven- 
port, both  deceased;  Ephy,  deceased;  Frank  G.,  a 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  who  married 
first  Arabella  Beers,  and  after  her  death  wedded 
Rena  Myers;  Lutita,  wife  of  William  Telshaw,  a' 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township ; William  H..  de- 
ceased ; Jacob  A.,  a farmer  in  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.,  who  married  Jessie  Mandeville,  of  Canaan 
township;  Thomas  K.,  a merchant  at  Carbondale, 
who  married  Elsa  Swingle ; and  David,  a farmer  in 
Canaan  township,  who  married  Ina  Robinson. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Swingle  was  married  first  to 
John  Corthwright,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, who  was  a son  of  William  Corthwright,  of 
New  Jersey.  Pie  died  September  26.  1S94.  at  the 
age  of  fifty-one,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  South  Canaan.  The  following  children 
were  born  of  their  union:  Edith  M.,  deceased, 

was  the  wife  of  Bert  Brownell,  a railway  employee 
at  Carbondale;  Eddie  (twin  of  Edith)  died  in  m- 
lancy;  Eva  O.  is  the  wife  of  John  Case,  a car 
inspector  at  Carbondale;  X’ellie  J.  is  the  wife  of 


Eban  Tucker,  a merchant  at  Carbondale;  Thomas 
E.  is  a railroad  brakeman  residing  at  Carbondale  ; 
Prankie  died  in  infancy ; Edna  is  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Watkins,  an  engineer  residing  at  Carbon- 
dale ; Percy  is  a resident  of  Wayne  county. 

DANIEL  S.  BUSH,  a prosperous  agriculturist 
of  Stroud  township,  Alonroe  county,  is  one  of  the 
brave  men  who  saved  this  country  from  disunion 
in  the  days  of  the  Rebellion.  In  fnany  a desperate 
battle  he  did  gallant  service,  never  flinching  even 
when  his  comrades  fell  all  around  him  dead  or 
dying,  and  at  home  his  young  bride  bore  as  bravely 
the  anxiety  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  those  who  can 
only  "watch  and  wait.” 

Mr.  Bush  is  descended  from  the  best  pioneer 
stock,  his  great-grandfather,  Jonathan  Bush,  a 
native  of  England,  having  been  among  the  first 
white  settlers  along  the  Delaware  river,  in  what  is 
now  Monroe  county.  John  Bush,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  and  made 
his  home  in  Stroud  township,  where  he  cleared  a 
large  farm  about  three  miles  north  of  the  present 
town  of  Stroudsburg.  He  built  two  log  houses  on 
the  place,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Susan,  also  a native 
of  -Monroe  county,  spent  their  last  days  there. 
They  had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : 
Benjamin,  James,  John,  George,  Daniel,  Abram, 
Betsey  (who  married  and  removed  to  the  West), 
Peggy  (wife  of  Joseph  Lee),  Annie  (who  married 
John  Lee,  of  Stroud  township),  Catherine  (widow 
of  Nelson  Cramer,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county),  and  Susan  (wife  of  George  Dibell,  of 
w hite  Haven). 

Abram  Bush,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Stroud  township,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  the 
old  homestead.  He  married  Miss  Jane  Kinney, 
and  soon  afterward  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land 
near  Spragueville,  which  he  cleared  and  brought 
under  cultivation.  In  1S62  he  sold  out  and  bought 
land  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  township, 
where  he  made  many  improvements,  building  a 
good  house  and  barn.  Pie  died  there  in  1S92.  and 
his  worthy  wife  passed  away  in  December,  1S64. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  their  numerous  family 
of  children.  (2)  Mary  married  Samuel  Smith,  a 
farmer  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county.  ( 3 ) 
Peter  is  a resident  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Owens,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  has  had  seven  children — Percy, 
Melancthon,  Nancy,  Charles.  Clarence.  Cora  and 
Ethel.  (4)  Maggie  married  Jacob  Transue.  of 
Scranton.  (5)  William,  a resident  of  Hyde  Park. 
Scranton,  was  engaged  in  railroading  until  in- 
jured by  a train,  in  1S9S.  He  married  Miss 
Reekie  Bufelt,  of  Hyde  Park,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. (6)  Annie  married  a Mr.  Ace,  and  died  in 
New  Jersey  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  leaving  no 
! children.  (7)  Joseph  is  a, contractor  on  the  Dela- 
| ware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and  resides 
1 at  Dunmore,  Penn.  Pie  married  Miss  Hannah 
i Weatherbee,  of  Scranton,  and  has  had  five  children. 
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of  whom  Katie  and  George  are  named.  (8) 
Ephraim,  (9)  Mary  A.,  (10)  David,  and  (11)  An- 
anias did  not  live  to  adult  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  October,  1840,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  receiving  a common- 
school  • education.  He  resided  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  in  August,  1863,  to  Miss  Susan  Knecht, 
of  Gouldsboro,  Penn.,  who  was  born  in  1845,  at 
Long  Pond,  Monroe  county,  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Annie  (Smith)  Knecht,  prominent  residents 
of  that  locality.  For  some  years  Mr.  Bush  made 
his  home  at  Gouldsboro,  where  he  engaged  in  saw- 
mill work,  and  in  1876  he  bought  fifty  acres  of 
land,  adjoining  his  father's  homestead,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved  for  a permanent  home.  In 
1897  he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  and  the  two 
farms  were  kept  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation  under 
his  able  management.  Politically  he  is  a strong 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  joined  in  the  struggle 
for  official  honors.  He  served  during  the  Civil 
war  as  a member  of  Company  F,  45th  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Fayette  Lord,  and  he  joined  Sher- 
idan’s command  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  took  part 
in  ' numerous  battles,  including  the  hard-fought  en- 
gagements at  Fort  Steadman,"*  Petersburg,  Burks- 
ville  and  High  Bridge,  on  the  Weldon  railroad, 
one  of  the  fiercest  struggles  of  the  w-ar.  His  next 
battle  was  at  Johnstown;  Ya.,  where  he  remained 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee.  During  his  service 
eleven  balls  passed  through  his  clothing. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Bush  have' had  six  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living.  ( 1 ) Joseph,  born  in  1864, 
died  in  childhood.  (2)  Hattie,  born  in  Stroud 
township,  married  James  Impt,  of  Afonroe  county, 
and  has  five  children — George.  Charles,  Wilbert, 
Beulah  and  Walter.  (3)  Wilson  is  a railroad 
brakeman  and  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg.  He 
married  Aliss  Sallie  Decker,  of  Stroud  township, 
and  has  three  children — Ida,  George  and  Fayette. 

(4)  Ida  married  David  Kresge,  of  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  had  two  children,  Lila  and  Pearley. 

(5)  Laura  married  Samuel  George,  of  Lycoming 
county,  Penn.  (6)  Sally  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Air.  Bush  and  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Spragueville, 
and  can  always  be  found  on  the  side  of  progress. 

ABRAHAAI  BEXXETT  KIRBY.  Wayne 
county  has  many  well-to-do  and  successful  farmers, 
who  have  accumulated  what  they  have  of  this 
world's  goods  through  individual  effort.  Among 
this  class  the  name  of  our  subject  is  entitled  to  a 
place.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in 
railroading,  but  in  1886  he  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township:  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Air.  Kirby  was  born  at  Alilford.  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  November  22,  1832,  a son  of  David  and 
Esther  (Bennett)  Kirby,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Orange  county,  X.  Y„  where  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  until  their  removal 


to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  1828.  In  1834  they  be- 
came residents  of  what  is  now  Cherry  Ridge, 
Wayne  county,  but  which  at  that  time  formed  a 
part  of  Texas  township,  living  there  until  1852, 
when  they  returned  to  Orange  county,  X.  i\, 
where  the  father  died  in  1863,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.  In  early  life  he  engaged  in  school  teaching, 
and  later  followed  agriculture.  He  was  a man  of 
prominence  in  his  community,  was  a stalwart 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  often  called  upon  to 
serve  in  official  positions,  being  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township  many  years.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  knew  them.  She  was  born  September 
23,  1785,  and  died  February  25,  1870.  The  pater- 
nal great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  the-  grandfather, 
John  Kirby,  was  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  of  English  parentage, 
and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  third  in  the  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Lydia 
married  Alilo  S.  Hobbs  ( both  are  now  deceased)  , 
Laura  married  Chester  Frisby  (they  are  also  de- 
ceased) ; Airs.  Jane  Smith  is  a widow,  living  in 
Aliddletown,  N.  Y. ; Margaret  has  never  been 
heard  from  since  leaving  home,  several  years  ago ; 
Oliver  was  killed  by  lightning,  while  working  on 
a freight  train ; Oscar  is  a conductor  on  the  O.  W. 
railroad,  and  a resident  of  Middletown,  X.  Y. ; 
Gilbert  is  a farmer  of  Orange  county,  X.  Y. ; 
Esther  is  the  wife  of  William  Cooley,  a farmer 
of  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y. ; and  David  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Orange  county. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  Air.  Kirby,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch,  remained  with  his 
parents  upon  the  home  farm,  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  at  first  as- 
sisting in  the  construction  of  the  Gravity  railroad. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  either  brakeman  or  con- 
ductor on  that  road,  running  between  Hawley  and 
Pittston,  Penn.,  and  then,  after  filling  the  position 
of  fireman  for  one  month,  he  was  promoted  to 
engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  served  the  company 
until  1886.  In  that  year  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  comprising  160 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  has  since  devoted  his  energies. 

In  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1S54, 
Air.  Kirby  was  married,  by  Rev.  Lytell.  a Presbyter- 
ian minister,  to  Aliss  Cynthia  A.  Decker.  The  only 
child  born  of  this  union,  Edwin  (now  deceased), 
married  Laura  Bearheight.  who  resides  in  Warren, 
Penn.  The  wife  and  mother  was  born  September 
23,  1835.  and  died  February  26,  1870.  being  laid 
to  rest  at  Aliddletown,  Orange  Co.,  X’.  Y.  Fler 
parents,  Dennis  and  Aliriam  (Cobb)  Decker,  were 
natives  of  Orange  county,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  farming  throughout  life.  He  was  born  Xovem- 
ber  3,  1812,  and  died  in  1869,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
that  county.  The  mother,  born  Alay  3,  1813,  is 
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still  a resident  of  Orange  county.  Their  children 
were  Cynthia  A.,  Henry  L.,  Harriet  and  Sarah  J., 
all  now  deceased ; Charles,  a physician  of  Montrose, 
Penn. ; Phoebe  A.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Reed, 
an  alderman  of  Middletown,  X.  V.;  and  John  \V., 
who  went  West,  and  has  not  been  heard  from  for 
some  time. 

At  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Kirby 
was  again  married,  September  17,  1873,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Bettie  Grant,  Rev.  james 
Taylor,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  perform- 
ing the  ceremony.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Flora,  now  deceased;  and  Nannie  C. 

and  Alvin  S.,  both  at  home.  Airs.  Kirby  was  born 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  July  8,  1850,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Clarissa  (Alyers)  Grant,  natives  of 
Susquehanna  and  Wayne  counties,  respectively. 
They  were  married  at  Honesdale,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  a number  of  years,  while  Air.  Grant 
was  employed  as  brakeman  and  conductor  on  the 
Gravity  railroad.  In  1850  they  removed  to  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  where  Air.  Grant  engaged  in  farm- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  January,  1893, 
aged  seventy-two  years ; he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
honesdale  cemetery.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  school  director,  tax 
collector,  and  in  other  local  offices,  and  socially  was 
a Freemason.  His  widow,  who  was  born  July  19, 
1822,  resides  at  Hoadley^'  Cherry  Ridge  township. 
Besides  Bettie,  Airs.  Kirby,  they  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  named  children : Sarah  T.,  now  the 

widow  of  Stephen  Bigart,  and  a resident  of  Hoad- 
ley’s ; William,  baggagemaster  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  railroad,  and  a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Catherine,  a resident  of  Dunmore ; War- 
ren, a railroad  engineer,  living  in  Dunmore ; Clara, 
wife  of  Henry  Babcock,  who  is  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lula  G.,  wife  of  Edward 
Gee,  an  architect  of  Scranton : and  Willard,  a resi- 
dent of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county. 

In  casting  his  ballot,  Air.  Kirby  endeavors  to 
support  the  best  man  for  the  office,  and  though  he 
generally  votes  for  the  Democratic  candidate,  he  is 
not  bound  by  party  ties.  Socially  he  affiliates  with 
the  F.  & A.  AT,  at  Salem  Corners,  Wayne  county, 
while  religiously  he  is  a leading  member  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  steward,  class-leader  and  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  many  years.  His  life  is  a 
living  illustration  of  what  ability,  energy  and  force 
of  character  can  accomplish,  and  the  community 
where  he  makes  his  home  has  been  enriched  by  his 
example. 

NELSON  LA  TOURETTE.  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative prominent  men  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  there  July  1,  1839.  a son 
of  John  La  Tourette,  a native  of  Staten  Island.  New 
York. 

The  La  Tourettes  were  French  Huguenots 
who  were  expelled  from  France  about  the  time  of 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  1G85.  The 


first  authentic  knowledge  we  have  is  that  the  Count 
and  Countess  La  Tourette  were  notified  at  that 
time  that  they  were  about  to  be  assassinated.  They 
had  a large  party,  to  which  all  the  neighboring 
gentry  were  invited,  and  when  the  fun  was  at  its 
height  left  the  party,  making  their  way  to  the  sea 
coast,  and  boarding  a vessel  bound  for  Charleston, 
N.  C.,  the  count  taking  nothing  but  his  jewels  and 
his  Huguenot  Bible.  The  ship  was  blown  out  of  her 
course  and  wrecked  on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  The 
next  record  is  of  the  marriage  of  Jean  La  Tourette 
to  Alaria  Alersereau,  daughter  of  Jean  Alersereau, 
front  Aloise,  in  Juintonge,  France,  July  16,  1693. 
They  had  a son  Peter  (Pierre),  born  November 
22.  1697.  He  had  a son,  Peter  (Pierre),  born  1730, 
who  married  a Alersereau,  and  they  were  our  sub- 
ject's great-grandparents.  The  above  facts  were 
taken  from  the  records  of  the  French  Church  in 
New  York,  and  also  from  the  French  Church  in 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  The  Alersereau  family  were 
of  the  French  nobility,  and  claim  descent  from 
Josue  Alersereau,  generale  de  la  garde  royale,  and 
Josue  Alersereau  Rochefort. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Peter  La  Tourette, 
was  born  on  Staten  Island  in  1774.  He  became  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Wayne  county,  and,  being  a 
skilled  blacksmith,  was  known  far  and  near  for  his 
good  and  reliable  work.  He  married  Rebecca  Aloore, 
a lady  of  Scotch  lineage,  who  was  born  September 
22.  1773.  in  Woodbriclge,  X'.  J., daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Alary  Aloore,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
eight  children : Samuel,  Jacob,  Lorane,  Alary,  Delia, 
Samuel  (2),  Alary  (2),  and  John. 

When  a mere  boy  John  La  Tourette  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  the  wild 
timber  land  into  highly-cultivated  fields.  He  mar- 
ried Sallie  Ann  Whatcraft,  a daughter  of  Edward 
and  Rebecca  (Rodgers)  Whatcraft,  in  whose  fam- 
ily were  three  daughters  and  one  son.  Her  father 
was  the  first  settler  on  the  Newberry  turnpike,  lo- 
cating there  when  the  country  round  about  was 
almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  covered  with  a 
dense  growth  of  timber.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  La 
Tourette  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Jonathan,  who  now  makes  his  home  in  the  far 
West : Alary  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Scud- 
der:  Jackson,  a resident  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county;  Nelson,  subject  of  this  sketch:  Eli- 
jah, of  Warren  county,  Penn.;  Lorane,  who  died 
leaving  a widow  and  children,  living  in  Wayne 
county ; and  Reed,  who  died  in  the  same  county, 
leaving  a widow  and  one  child.  The  parents,  most 
estimable  people,  were  devout  members  of  the  Aleth- 
odist Church,  and  the  father  was  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  leaving  a valuable  farm  of  100  acres, 
besides  some  stock  and  other  property.  His  wife 
passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years. 

Nelson  La  Tourette  passed  his  boyhood  and 
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youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  j 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  fields,  and 
attending  the  district  schools  when  his  services  were 
not  needed  at  home.  Throughout  his  active  busi-  1 
ness  life  he  has  been  interested  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  prosperity  has  crowned  his  efforts,  so 
that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a tine  farm  of  234  acres, 
which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved. 

On  May  18,  1864,  Mr.  La  Tourette  married 
Miss  Susan  Robinson,  a daughter  of  James  Rob.nson,  j 
who  by  his  first  marriage  to  Mary  Haigh  had  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  namely:  Samuel,  John,  James,  j 
Tamar,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Hannah.  Some  time  after  j 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Robinson  wedded  | 
Miss  Alary  Hall,  daughter  of  E.  Hall,  and  to  them  i 
were  born  two  children:  Franklin  H.,  who  was  a 1 
Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county;  and 
Susan,  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Lancashire,  England,  died  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  religiously  a member  of  the  Church 
of  England  or  the  Episcopal  denomination.  Atr.  and 
Mrs.  La  Tourette  have  a family  of  six  children : 
Frank  B.,  who  is  at  home  with  his  parents ; John, 
a carpenter  by  trade;  Jean  D.,  who  was  married, 
February  16,  1898,  to  Aliss  Aladge  Robinson,  of 
Elmhurst,  Perm.:  Ernesn ^vho  married  Anne  Sears, 
and  resides  at  home ; J.  Roy ; and  Vera,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  months  and  twenty-two  clays. 
With  the  Afethodist  Church  -the  parents  hold  mem- 
bership, and  Air.  LaTourette'is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  His  pleasant,  courteous  manner 
has  gained  for  him  many  warm  friends,  and  few 
men  in  his  community  are  more  popular  or  held  in 
higher  esteem  than  he. 

ELI  B.  SAIITH,  a well-known  citizen  of  Frank- 
lin Forks,  has  gained  recognition  and  prestige  as 
one  of  the  influential  and  representative  business 
men  of  Susquehanna  county.  His  success  illustrates 
most  forcibly  the  possibilities  that  arc  open  to  young 
men  who  possess  sterling  business  qualifications,  for  1 
he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed,  and  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  to  a position  of  affluence. 

Air.  Smith  was  born  in  Delaware  county.  X. 
Y.,  Alarch  15,  1825,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Belinda 
f Bartram ) Smith,  natives  of  Litchfield  county. 
Conn.,  whose  farm  adjoined  that  of  Jay  Gould's 
father,  and  the  noted  millionaire  was  his  boyhood 
playmate.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject. Joseph  and  Lydia  (Beers)  Smith,  were  also 
natives  of  that  State,  were  farming  people,  and  died 
in  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  V.  The  maternal 
grandparents.  Eli  and  Dolly  ( Lyon)*  Bartram.  were 
born  in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  and  died  in  Ash-  ! 
tabula  county,  Ohio.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  .Mr.  Bartram  followed  farming,  but  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  retirement  from  labor.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1792,  and  on 
April  19,  1844,  removed  from  Roxbury,  Delaware  i 


Co.,  X.  Y.,  to  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a tract  01143  acres  of 
land  and  built  a tannery,  operating  same  until  it  was 
destroyed  by  tire,  seven  t ears  later,  in  1857  he  and 
his  wife  removed  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  and  in 
Woodbury  township  he  bought  land,  on  which  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  called  from  this  ine,  in 
1808,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years  and  one  month, 
his  remains  being  interred  on  his  farm,  which  has 
since  been  converted  into  a public  cemetery.  He  was 
a man  of  prominence,  and  had  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew'  him.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  Xovember  24,  1798,  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Airs.  Beebe,  in  Franklin  Forks,  October 
30,  1896,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Frankiin  Forks 
cemetery.  The  children  of  the  family  were  Lydia, 
deceased,  who  (first)  married  Stillman  Fuller,  and 
(second)  Bealey  Cogswell,  both  Baptist  ministers; 
Clara,  deceased  wife  of  Asa  Fuller;  Edwin  D..  de- 
ceased; Eli  B.,  our  subject;  Dolly  B.,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward L.  Beebe,  of  Franklin  Forks ; Alary  A.,  who 
(first)  married  Edgar  Smith,  and  (second)  Will- 
iam White,  and  died  in  Wisconsin  ; Israel,  deceased  ; 
Jane,  who  married  William  Stevens,  and  died  in 
-Minnesota ; Emily,  who  married  Daniel  Bordman, 
and  died  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ; and  Joseph  Al- 
fred. who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war. 

Eli  B.  Smith  continued  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  in  the  mean- 
time worked  in  his  father's  tannery,  until  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  a 
sawmill  for  four  years.  Subsequently  he  worked 
as  a farm  hand  until  his  marriage,  and  then  fol- 
lowed -the  carpenter's  trade  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing for  thirty  years.  He  has  since  opened  a store 
at  Franklin  Forks  for  his  sons,  but  does  not  him- 
self actively  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits.  As' one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  in  several  township  offices,  has 
been  collector,  a member  of  the  election  board,  and 
was  deputy  United  States  marshal  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican. 

In  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
Alarcn  5,  1851,  Air.  Smith  wedded  Aliss  Sarah 
Beebe,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children : ( 1 ) 
Gilbert  IT.,  a merchant  of  Franklin  Forks,  was 
married  October  24,  1S77,  to  Rose  Vance,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Or?.  W.,  Alma  E.,  Ward  and 
Grace.  (2)  Perry,  who  was  killed  by  lightning 
Alav  31,  1893.  married  Edith  Beebe,  and  they  had 
seven  children,  Alyron,  Everitt,  Clark.  Harry,  Alacia, 
Glenn  and  Walter. 

Airs.  Smith  was  born  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Alarch  4.  1831,  a daughter  of 
Harry  and  Oril  (Waller)  Beebe,  natives  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  who  on  coming  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, in  1828,  first  located  in  Brooklyn  township, 
where  they  spent  two  years.  The  following  three 
years  they  passed  in  Forest  Lake  township,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  lime  removed  to  Franklin  township, 
where  the  father  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
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nine  years.  The  mother  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Edward  L.  Beebe,  in  Franklin  Forks,  in  1886, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Franklin 
Forks  cemetery.  To  them  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  Lvman,  who  died  during  his  service  •m 
the  Civil  war;  Phineas  W.,  a retired  mechanic  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Henry,  who  died  in  1885 : 
Edward  L.,  a resident  of  Franklin  Forks;  Margaret, 
deceased,  who  (first)  married  H.  Pearson,  and 
^ second)  S.  L.  Stillwell;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Pier  paternal  grandparents,  Timothy  and 
Sarah  (Loverage)  Beebe,  were  born  in  \\  ilkes 
l'.arre,  Penn.,  of  Welsh  extraction,  and  died  in 
Windsor,  N.  Y.  In  his  younger  days  the  grandfa- 
ther followed  shoemaking,  but  lie  later  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming. 

AARON  E.  STOCKHOLM,  who  occupies  no 
unimportant  position  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in 
Stormville,  Dutchess  Co.,  X.  Y.,  in  December,  1837, 
and  belongs  to  a family  of  Swedish  origin. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  William  Stockholm, 
was  a resident  of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.,  where 
bis  two  sons,  Aaron  and  WilliaVn,  grew  to  manhood. 
The  former  went  West,  while  the  latter,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  finally  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. On  reaching  man’s- e'state  William  Stockholm 
married  Miss  Charlotte  Brown,  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Xancy  Brown,  ivho  belonged  to  one  of  the 
old  families  of  Dutchess  county.  After  their  mar- 
riage the  young  couple  lived  on  a farm  in  that 
county  for  some  years,  and  in  1852  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  locating  near  Lawsville, 
where  Mr.  Stockholm  operated  a farm  on  shares 
for  some  time.  He  then  rented  the  Mitchell  farm, 
at  Stumpville,  and  in  1857  purchased  a farm  at 
Salt  Springs,  Franklin  township,  a large  portion 
of  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  At  that  place  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  in  October,  1878. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  in  April,  1883.  Our 
subject  is  one  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to 
this  worthy  couple,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
< 1 ) Jane,  born  in  Dutchess  county.  X.  Y.,  married 
Charles  Shaffer,  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  and  had 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  Eugene 
King,  now  deceased,  of  Hallstead.  Penn.  For  her 
second  husband  Jane  married  Charles  Morey,  of 
Philadelphia,  where  she  now  resides.  (2)  Rachel 
M..  born  in  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y..  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years.  (3)  Sarah  E..  born  in  the  same 
county,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  W.  Palmer,  of  Franklin 
forks.  Susquehanna  Co..  Penn.,  and  they  have  six 
sons,  William,  Walter,  Charles.  Bert.  Frederick  and 
Ernest.  Mr.  Palmer  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war.  and  is  crippled  by  a wound  received  at  Mine 
Run.  in  18G3.  (4)  John  T.,  born  in  St.  Andrew, 
* ‘range  Co.,  X.  Y.,  served  for  three  years  during 
the  Civil  war,  is  a member  of  the  141st  I’. 

^ ■ L,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg. He  wedded  Mary  Briggs,  of  Susque- 


hanna county,  and  is  engaged  in  mercantile  trade 
in  Great  Bend  township,  1 heir  children  are  Har- 
ris, Oliver,  Francis  and  John.  (5)  George  P.,  born 
in  Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  entered  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  Rebellion  as  a member  of  the 
151st  P.  V.  I.,  and  in  1864  re-enlisted  in  the  1st 
.New  York  Rifles.  He  participated  in  several  bat- 
tles. He  married  Gaitie  Kronk,  of  Rush  township, 
and  now  resides  on  his  father’s  old  homestead  at 
Franklin  Forks.  He  has  four  children — Lottie,  wife 
of  Dr.  Merrill,  a leading  physician  of  Hallstead ; 
Edward,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in  Franklin 
township;  Archie,  who  enlisted  during  the  war  with 
Spain  in  the  13th  P.  V.  I.,  and  died  of  fever  at  Camp 
Alger,  Ya.,  in  August,  1898;  and  Richard,  at  home. 
(6)  Catherine,  born  in  Franklin  township.  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  married  a Mr.  Cosier,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children,  Xathan  (deceased)  and 
Embny.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Augustus  Hauser, 
a confectioner  of  Binghamton.  X.  Y.  ( 7)  Henrietta, 
born  in  Franklin  township,  is  the  wife  of  Xathan 
Jones,  a farmer  of  Middletown  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  their  children  are:  May,  wife  of 
J.  X'.  Felker,  of  Montrose;  Theron ; Maud,  wife  of 
a Mr.  Whipple,  a soldier  of  the  Spanish  war : Lot- 
tie; Albert  and  Alice,  twins;  and  Ruth.  (8)  Al- 
bert, born  in  Franklin  township,  married  Catherine 
Goble,  of  Great  Bend,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children — Edna  and  Florence,  residents  of  Bing- 
hamton, X.  Y. ; and  Charles,  who  is  a student  in 
Girard  College,  Philadelphia.  Albert  owned  a block 
of  buildings  in  Hallstead.  Penn.,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  September,  1887.  His  wife 
survived  him  only  six  months.  (9)  Ida  M„  born  in 
Franklin  township,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Stone,  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Jessie  and  Lillie. 

Aaron  E.  Stockholm,  our  subject,  attended  school 
in  Walden,  Orange  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  later  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  he  assisted  his  father 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  after  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  44th  X.  Y.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  W.  X'. 
Danks,  now  of  Chicago.  This  regiment  was  known 
as  the  Peoples  Ellsworth  Regiment  of  Xew  York, 
and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Albany  in  October,  1861,  for  three  years,  being  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen. 
George  B.  McClellan.  Their  first  engagement  was 
at  Yorktown,  in  May,  1862,  when  they  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  Williamsburg;  then  followed  the 
battle  of  Hanover  Court  Plouse,  where  their  losses 
were  very  heavy,  and  where  Mr.  Stockholm  received 
a slight  scalp  wound,  while  a minie  ball  passed 
through  his  canteen.  Returning  to  Gaines  Mill,  the 
regiment  remained  there  until  June  26.  1862.  which 
was  the  beginning  of  the  seven-days’  fight.  On 
the  27th  they  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  Porter's 
Division  and  lost  225.  and  in  swimming  the  Chicka- 
hominy  river  lost  25  prisoners.  The  following  day, 
with  the  Irish  Brigade,  they  defended  White  Oak 
Swamps,  keeping  the  Rebels  back.  On  June  30, 


I 

V 

1320  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  regiment  was  on  the  left  of  the  army  at  Mal- 
vern Hill,  where  they  supported  the  old  Bragg  bat- 
tery, which  the  enemy  tried  to  capture  at  2 p.  M. 
but  the  44th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  then  consisting  of  189 
men,  went  to  their  defense,  and  saved  the  battery, 
though  they  lost  seven  color  bearers.  Here  the 
Confederates  were  driven  back  toward  Richmond, 
but  the  44th  New  York  only  numbered  eighty- 
nine  men  at  the  close  of  the  battle.  Returning 
to  Harrison's  Landing,  they  were  re-organized 
with  two  new  companies,  and  in  their  next  engage- 
ment, at  Ruffin's  Farm,  captured  four  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. They  then  marched  to  meet  Rope’s  army 
at  Aqua  Creek,  and  on  to  Fredericksburg,  and  in 
August  participated  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  where  they  charged  in  an  open  held  and  the 
regiment  was  reduced  from  300  to  38,  officers  and 
men.  They  marched  to  Arlington  Heights  to  re- 
cruit, and  then  joined  the  army  at  F'rederick  City, 
Md.,  continuing  on  the  march  to  South  Mountain 
and  to  Antictam,  where  Burnside's  troops  were 
massed  to  take  the  stone  bridge.  In  a skirmish  at 
Blue  Mills  they  supported  the  118th  P.  V.  I.  In 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  in  December,  1862, 
they  lost  heavily.  They  next  marched  to  the  Rapi- 
dan,  which  they  crossed  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  held 
the  Rebels  in  check  until  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville.  They  were  with  Burnside  on  his  famous 
march  through  the  mud,  ..'-W  hen  Lee  marched  to- 
ward Gettysburg,  they  went  to  meet  him  on  the  Bal- 
timore Pike,  by  way  of  Little  York,  and  after  march- 
ing thirty-five  miles  in  one  day -entered  the  engage- 
ment on  the  second  day  of  the  battle,  without  rest. 
Here  their  small  recruited  regiment  lost  one-fourth 
of  its  number,  but  the  brigade  captured  1,600  pris- 
oners. They  then  marched  back  to  Rappahannock 
Station  and  on  to  Culpeper,  where  they  were 
flanked  by  the  Rebels,  and  returned  to  Fairfax 
Court  House.  Finding  the  Rebels  entrenched  at 
Rappahannock  Station,  an  engagement  was  brought 
on,  and  one  division  of  Union  troops  captured  their 
battery  and  2.800  prisoners,  which  ended  the  cam- 
paign of  1863. 

While  in  camp  on  the  Rappahannock,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  Mr.  Stockholm  re-enlisted  for  three  years, 
and  was  granted  a furlough,  which  he  spent  at  home. 
During  this  time  be  was  married.  January  11.1864, to 
Miss  Annie  E.  Coley,  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
( Green  1 Coley,  of  Orange  county,  X.  Y.  On  Janu- 
ary 27  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Alexandria,  Ya., 
as  provost  guard  and  train  guard  from  Alexandria 
to  Brandy  Station,  and  soon  afterward  took  part 
in  a skirmish  near  Manassas  with  Mosbv’s  guer- 
rillas, capturing  eighty  of  their  number.  In  May 
the  regiment  marched  to  the  Rapidan,  and  in  the 
engagement  at  Mine  Run  captured.  400  prisoners 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Near  Spottsvlvania 
they  met  the  enemy  at  Laurel  Hill,  and  charged 
their  works : twenty-five  members  of  the  44th  X. 
Y.  Y.  I.  were  captured,  our  subject  among  them, 
and  they  were  furnished  with  but  little  food  during 
the  following  eight  days.  At  Beaver  Dam  Station, 


however,  they  were  recaptured  by  Sheridan’s  cavalry, 
and  then  marched  to  meet  the  Army  of  the  James, 
taking  part  on  the  way  in  a skirmish  with  a Rebel 
cavalry  regiment  near  Richmond.  Arriving  at  City 
Point,  they  took  boat  to  Alexandria,  re-armed,  and 
on  reaching  Big  Anna  river  took  part  in  the  battle 
known  as  North  Anna.  They  were  in  the  hard- 
fought  battle  of  Bethesda  Church,  where  Stewart's 
battery  made  a charge,  and  crossing  the  James  river 
attacked  Petersburg,  meeting  with  heavy  loss.  In 
June  our  subject,  with  his  command,  formed  an  in- 
dependent battalion  of  200  sharpshooters,  known  as 
the  5th  Corps  Sharpshooters,  and  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Yellow  Tavern  defeated  the  entire  Rebel 
brigade  by  picking  off  officers.  XI r.  Stockholm  re- 
mained a sharpshooter  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  as  such  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Platcher's 
Run.  In  December,  1864,  he  started  with  his  regi- 
ment for  North  Carolina,  and  later  returned  to 
Petersburg,  where  he  was  granted  a furlough  and  re- 
turned home.  While  returning  to  his  regiment  he 
was  taken  ill  at  Philadelphia,  and  sent  to  hospital, 
from  which -he  was  honorably  discharged  June  16, 
1865.  . 

Joining  his  young  wife,  Mr.  Stockholm  located 
on  a farm  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  owned  and  operated  fifty  acres  of 
land  until  1872.  He  then  bought  a lot  of  fifty  acres 
in  Liberty  township,  and  later  exchanged  the  two  lots 
for  a 100-acre  farm  in  Liberty  township,  where  he 
lived  until  1891.  He  then  removed  to  his  present 
farm  of  100  acres  in  the  same  township,  which  he 
lived  until  1891.  He  then  removed  to  his  present 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  improved  with 
good  substantial  buildings  which  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockholm  have  had  a family  of 
eleven  children,  namely:  (1)  Clara,  born  in  De- 
cember, 1867,  was  married,  in  1891.  to  Edwin 
Lamson,  of  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Blanch,  Bell  and  Ralph.  (2)  Will- 
iam J.,  born  October  13.  1869,  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  in  1 892  went  to  North  Da- 
kota, and  from  there  to  Oakland,  Oregon,  where 
he  purchased  real  estate.  Later  he  went  to  Califor- 
nia. and  while  working  for  a Mr.  Edison,  in  that 
State,  took  a train  load  of  cattle  to  San  Francisco. 
There  he  enlisted,  in  September,  1898.  in  Company 
M,  23rd  U.  S.  Infantry,  re-enlisted  in  June,  1899. 
for  two  years,  in  Company  C,  37th  Yol.  Infantry,  in 
which  he  holds  the  rank  of  corporal,  and  is  now  with 
the  army  in  Manila.  He  is  a young  man  of  mam- 
noble  qualities,  and  is  very  highly  spoken  of  bv 
his  many  friends.  (3)  Harrv,  born  in  August.  1871, 
was  married,  October  9,  1889.  to  Elizabeth  Tobv. 
and  resides  in  North  Jackson.  Susquehanna  county. 
They  have  three  children,  Seth,  Cecil  and  Eunice. 
(4.)  Yene,  born  in  November.  1872.  married  Matie 
Ingraham,  of  Liberty  township,  and  they  reside  on 
his  farm  in  New  Milford  township.  Their  children 
are  Paul  and  Roland.  (5)  Ira.  born  October  13, 
1S74,  enlisted  in  the  13th  T.  Y.  I.  during  the  war 
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with  Spain,  was  at  Camp  McKenzie,  Augusta,  Ga., 
and  is  now  at  home.  (6)  George,  born  in  May, 
1876,  died  in  December,  1SS4.  (7)  Lisle,  born  in 
December,  1878,  is  at  home.  (S)  Annie  B.,  born 
August  14,  1881,  is  a scholarly  young  lady;  she 
graduated  from  the  Oakland  school  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  years.  (9)  Frank,  born  in  September, 
1883,  (10)  Myrtle,  born  in  November,  1885,  and 
( 1 1 9 Sydney,  born  April  27,  1S88,  are  all  attending 
school. 

Mr.  Stockholm  is  independent  in  politics.  He 
has  most  capably  filled  a number  of  local  offices  in 
bis  township,  and  has  also  been  adjuster  for  the 
Farmers  Alliance  Insurance  Company,  and  lecturer 
for  the  Alliance  for  a number  of  years.  Religiously 
he  and  his  family  are  all  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  Franklin  Forks,  and  take 
an  active  part  in  Church  work.  He  has  served  as 
trustee  of  the  Church  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  South- 
worth  Post  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Franklin  Forks, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  commander  and  chap- 
lain, having  held  the  latter  office,  to  which  he  was 
unanimously  elected,  for  fourteen  years. 

ELBERT  L.  BLAKESLEE,  M.  D.,  late  a resi- 
dent of  Montrose,  was  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  the  Susquehanna 
County  Bar.  • 

Dr.  Blakeslee  was  born  May  15,  1843,  at  Dim- 
ock, Penn.,  a son  of  Hiram  and  Amanda  (Whip- 
ple) Blakeslee,  and  grandson  of  Benjamin  Blakes- 
lee,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Dimock,  who  came 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  i8ot.  As  a boy 
our  subject  attended  the  district  school  of  his  neigh- 
borhood and  the  Harford  and  Montrose  Academies. 
The  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  called  out  his  patriotism, 
Mid  dropping  his  studies,  he  enlisted,  becoming  a 
private  in  Company  H,  4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 
His  military  service  while  not  long  was  an  honorable 
cue.  He  was  discharged  December  31,  1862,  with  the 
rank  of  corporal.  In  1S65  our  subject  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  receiving  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  After  three  years  of  practice  at -Brooklyn,  Penn., 
he  found  the  profession  not  suited  to  his  tastes,  and  re- 
turned to  Ann  Arbor,  entering  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  University.  After  engaging  in  the 
study  of  the  law  there  for  one  term  he  came  to 
Montrose,  and  furthered  his  studies  under  R.  R.  j 
Little  and  Hon.  L.  F.  Fitch,  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1S69,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  in  1 
1893,  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  at  Mont- 
rose, and  was  retained  in  many  of  the  important 
cases  tried  at  the  Susquehanna  Bar.  He  prosecuted 
and  convicted  O'Mara  in  1874.  He  defended  Mc- 
Cormick, who  was  convicted  of  murder  in  the  sec- 
ond degree  in  1880,  and  the  same  year  defended 
Warren,  who  was  also  convicted  in  the  second 
degree.  He  also  defended  Tiffany,  who  was 
indicted  in  1886  for  murder.  Dr.  Blakeslee  made 
quite  a reputation  for  himself  as  a criminal  lawyer. 


He  was  a man  of  culture  and  poetic  inspiration,  of 
generous  nature  and  sympathy,  and  threw  his  whole 
soul  into  the  cause  in  which  he  was  enlisted.  He 
was  eloquent  and  impressive  in  argument,  anti  act- 
ive and  ever  alert  in  examining  witnesses.  He  was  a 
very  versatile  man — in  fact  a veritable  genius,  and 
was  a great  lover  of  nature.  Fie  delivered  the 
centennial  poem  on  the  fair  grounds  at  Montrose, 
in  1876. 

Dr.  Blakeslee  married  Mary  E.  Little  (daughter 
of  the  late  R.  B.  Little),  of  Montrose,  who  with  one 
son,  Elbert  L.,  survives  him. 

JESSUP.  The  ancestors  of  the  Jessups,  of 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  have  for  upward 
of  two  and  one-half  centuries  dwelt  in  New  England 
and  the  Eastern  States.  From  almost  the  dawn  of 
the  nineteenth  century  Montrose  has  been  the  home 
of  some  of  the  posterity  of  Maj.  Zebulon  Jessup,  who 
resided  at  Southampton.  L.  I.,  and  whose  son,  the 
late  Hon.  William  Jessup,  LL.  D.,  a man  of  edu- 
cation and  culture,  rose  to  distinction  in  the  legal 
profession,  on  the  Bench,  and  in  public  life  in 
Pennsylvania,  having  early  in  the  century  taken  up 
his  home  in  Montrose.  Flere  he  reared  a family 
who  have  sustained  in  their  various  walks  of  life 
the  high  reputation  of  the  father,  among  them  being 
Hon.  William  H.  Jessup,  a distinguished  lawyer  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  with  residence  in  the  old  home 
village  of  Montrose ; the  late  Huntting  C.  Jessup,  a 
lawyer  of  ability  at  Montrose ; and  Revs.  Flenrv 

II.  Jessup,  D.  D.,  and  Samuel  Jessup,  ,D.  D.,  men 
of  prominence  in  the  foreign  missionary  service  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  field  of  their  operations 
being  Syria. 

I.  John  Jessup,  the  first  American  ancestor  of 
this  branch  of  the  Jessup  family,  before  1641  was  a 
landed  proprietor  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  his 
name  appears  on  record  as  John  Gossope.  About 
1641  he  was  one  of  a party  of  twenty  who,  with 
their  minister,  Richard  Denton,  organized  the  new 
town  of  Stamford,  in  southwestern  Connecticut.  In 
1640  Mr.  Denton,  with  some  of  bis  friends,  removed 
to  Hampstead,  on  Long  Island,  and  not  far  from 
that  time  John  Jessup  had  made  Southampton  his 
permanent  home.  Denton  was  from  Yorkshire, 
whither  he  ultimately  returned,  and  his  friends, 
Jessup  among  them,  may  well  be  sunnosed  to  have 
been  Yorkshircmcn.  The  late  Hon.  William  Jessup, 
LL.  D.,  of  Montrose,  was  a descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  this  John  Jessup,  the  line  cf  his 
descent  being  through  John  (2),  Henry,  Thomas, 
and  Zebulon. 

II.  John  Jessup  (2),  son  of  John  Jessup,  mar- 
ried. in  1669,  Elizabeth . In  his  will  (1710)  he 

mentions  his  wife  Elizabeth.  . 

III.  Henry  Jessup,  son  of  John  Jessup  (2), 

born  in  1681,  married  Bethia . and  died  in  1736. 

IV.  Deacon  Thomas  Jessup,  sou  of  Henry 
Jessup,  born  in  1721,  married  (first)  Mehitabel 

, and  (second),  in  1770,  Sybil  . His  nine 

children  were  all  by  the  first  marriage. 
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V.  Maj.  Zebulon  Jessup,  son  of  Thomas 
Jessup,  born  September  15,  1755,  married,  De- 
cember 6,  1780,  Zerviah  Huntting,  who  was  born 
January  5,  1757.  He  died  June  8,  1S22,  and  she 
died  May  25.  1835.  Their  children  were:  Samuel 
H.,  born  in  1781,  died  in  1822:  Abigail,  born  in  1785, 
married  Josiah  Foster;  .Mary,  born  in  1787,  mar- 
ried Austin  Howell,  and  died  in  1819;  Harriet,  born 
in  1790,  married  Capt.  George  Post,  and  died  in 
1830;  Fanny,  born  in  1792,  married  Sylvanus  S. 
Mulford;  Xancy,  born  in  1793,  died  in  1796;  Will- 
iam was  born  June  21,  1797  ; and  Sylvester  was  born 
in  1800. 

Hox.  William  Jessup,  LL.  D.,  son  of  Major 
Zebulon  Jessup,  was  born  June  21,  1797,  in  South- 
ampton, L.  I.,  the  home  of  his  ancestors  for  genera- 
tions. He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1815, 
and  in  1818  removed  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  where  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Almon  H.  Read.  The  fol- 
lowing winter  he  taught  the  first  term  of  school  in 
the  first  academy  in  the  village.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Ear  in  February,  1820.  In  January,  1824,  he 
was  appointed  Register  and  Recorder  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  by  Gov.  Schultze,  and  was  re-appoint- 
ed by  the  succeeding  Gov.  Wolf,  holding  the  office 
nine  years,  and  declining  a re-appointment  in  1833. 
From  1838  to  1851  he  was  Presiding  Judge  of  the 
Eleventh  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
then  comprised  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Pike  and 
Monroe.  His  first  constitutional  term  on  the  Bench 
expired  in  1848,  and  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Johnston  to ‘the  District  then. composed  of  Susque- 
hanna, Wayne  and  Wyoming ' counties,  continuing 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  until  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  in  1851.  During  his  service 
on  the  Bench  Judge  Jessup  gained  a wide  celebrity 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  which  extended 
throughout  the  State.  This  popularity  led  to  his 
nomination,  by  the  Whig  party,  as  one  of  the  five 
Judges  of  the  Suqreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth, 
an  office  then  first  made  elective.  He  shared  the 
fate  of  his  compeers,  the  Whigs,  who  were  in  the 
minority,  being  defeated.  On  retiring  from  the 
Bench  Judge  Jessup,  then  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
with  the  prestige  of  his  wide  experience  on  the 
Bench,  returned  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  which 
he  continued  until  disabled  by  paralvsis  in  1863.  At 
the  time  of  his  retirement  from  the  Bench  his  repu- 
tation as  a lawyer  was  second  to  none  in  the  section 
of  the  State  in  which  he  practiced.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  Erie  and  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railways,  and  was  president  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna Railroad  Co.,  from  1853  to  1837. 

"Judge  Jessup’s  judicial  course  was  character- 
ized by  great  ability,  clearness,  impartiality  and 
stern  adherence  to  integrity  and  uprightness.  I le  was 
remarkable  for  clearness  and  readiness  upon  anv 
subject  within  the  range  of  his  profession,  and  for  a 
prompt  and  proper  dispatch  of  business." 

"Xo  official  entrusted  with  the  power  of  a Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  this  State  ever 
held  the  balances  with  deeper  settled  conviction 


to  administer  the  law  witn  purity  and  impartial- 
ity.’’ 

“Upon  the  Bench  his  unrelaxed  features  gave  no 
clew  to  the  workings  of  the  mind  within.  Fie  had  a 
way  of  tearing  slips  of  paper  from  his  notes  and 
chewing  them  rapidly  when  his  mind  was  in  labor, 
but  this  only  showed  agitation ; it  gave  no  clew  : and 
counsel  on  both  sides  did  not  know  the  drift  of  the 
matter  until  it  came,  in  well-measured  and  strong 
utterances,  to  the  jurv.  Then  there  was  110  mistak- 
ing the  legal  current,  nor  was  there  the  least  flinch- 
ing from  putting  down  what  would  prevent  a higher 
court  from  having  ample  means  to  know  what  had 
been  done  below.” 

As  a lawyer  “Judge  Jessup  was  quick  and 
persevering,  a strong  advocate  with  both  the  Court 
and  with  the  jury,  winning  success  with  the  former 
by  clearness  and  correctness  of  his  legal  knowledge, 
and  with  the  latter  by  the  force  of  his  character, 
and  the  fairness  and  strength  of  his  argument.  One 
of  his  most  brillant  forensic  triumphs  may  be  reck- 
oned his  defense  of  the  Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  of  Phila- 
delphia. upon  the  charge  of  heresy,  before  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.” 

As  a citizen  the  Judge  was  a person  of  great 
public  spirit,  liberal  in  his  views,  and  generous  in 
his  gifts,  both  of  time  and  money,  for  the  public  wel- 
fare. He  was  affable  and  courteous  in  his  bearing 
to  the  humblest  of  his  acquaintances.  His  life  and 
character  had  a great  influence  on  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.  “Much  that  is  noble  in  the  de- 
velopment. achievements,  and  position  of  many  per- 
sons is  directly  attributable  to  him;  He  did  much 
to  advance  the  school  interests  of  Montrose,  and 
was  greatly  interested  in  agricultural  affairs.  He 
believed  in  the  true  dignity  of  labor.  He  delivered 
an  address  before  the  New  York  State  Agricultural 
Society  in  1856.  in  which  he  said:  T can  never  con- 
sent that  the  non-producing  class  shall  claim  in  any 
respect  a superiority  over  those  who  rise  in  the 
morning  of  every  day  to  daily  toil,  who  work  labor- 
ing with  their  own  hands.’  ” 

Politically  Judge  Jessup  was  a Democrat  in 
his  earlier  years,  and  as  such  in  1S36  made  the  race 
for  Congress.  In  the  Clay  and  Jackson  contest  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  former  and  was  a Whig 
up  to  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  which  he  joined,  and  strongly  advocated 
its  principles.  He  entered  into  the  prosecution  of 
the  Civil  war  with  great  zeal,  and  being  a friend 
of  Gen.  Scott  he  went  to  Washington  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  to  consult  with  him.  In  January, 
1861,  in  a letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Judge 
Jessup  said  that  the  people  "demanded  bold,  strong 
and  decided  measures  in  sustaining  the  Constitution, 
j the  laws  and  the  Union  against  all  aggression.”  He, 
j along  with  Judge  Swan,  and  Col.  Swain,  of  Ohio, 
visited  Washington  by  appointment  in  Mav,  iS6r, 
to  present  the  views  of  the  nine  war  governors  who 
held  a meeting  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  sent  assur- 
ance to  the  President  of  their  support  and  co-opera- 
tion. The  temperance  movement  and  the  interests 
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of  the  oppressed  always  received  the  co-operation 
of  Judge  Jessup.  He  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Montrose,  September  3,  1826,  and  was 
ordained  a ruling  elder  of  the  same  August  2,  1829. 
He  was  widely  known  and  highly  honored  through- 
out the  New  School  branch  of  the  Church,  with 
which  he  was  identified.  His  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 11,  1868,  and  at  a meeting  of  the  Bar  held 
at  Montrose  on  the  following  day  appropriate  reso- 
lutions were  adopted,  the  preamble  to  which  set 
forth  that  "a  long,  useful  and  active  life  is  just 
closed;  Hon.  William  Jessup  has  fallen  out  of  our 
presence  into  the  mystery  of  death.  He  brought 
into  the  legal  profession  such  learning,  eloquence 
and  energy  as  for  many  years  placed  him  at  its 
head,  the  Nestor  of  the  Bar ; added  to  these  qualities 
was  an  impartial  integrity,  and  an  open,  generous 
and  manly  bearing  that  won  universal  esteem  and 
respect.  From  the  Bench,  as  from  the  Bar,  'these 
all  shone  forth;  and  for  many  years  he  took  rank 
with  the  first  judicial  minds  of  the  State.  In  private 
life  he  was  without  spot,  and  the  brightest  descrip- 
tion of  this  remarkable  character  is,  ‘he  was  the 
highest  type  of  a Christian  gentleman.’  ” 

On  July  4,  1820,  Judge  Jessup  was  married 
to  Miss  Amanda,  second  daughter  of  Capt.  Henry 
Harris,  of  Long  Island,  and  there  were  born  to  the 
union  eleven  children,  ten. of  whom  attained  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  as  follows: 

(1)  Jane  R.  Jessup  married  Col.  J.  B.  Salis- 
bury, of  New  York. 

(2)  Mary  S.  Jessup  married  F.  B.  Chandler, 
of  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

(3)  Harriet  A.  Jessup  married  Isaac  L.  Post, 
of  Scranton. 

(4)  Hon.  William  H.  Jessup  is  mentioned 
farther  on. 

(5)  Rev.  Henry  H.  Jessup,  D.  D.,  was  born 

April  19,  1832,  at  Montrose,  Penn.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  College,  in  the  class  of  '51,  and  from 
the  Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  had  been 
identified  with  the  Prebyterian  Church  at  Montrose 
since  1S43.  1 S5G  he  went  to  Syria  as  a mission- 

ary, in  .connection  with  American  Missions  in  that 
country,  in  which  work  he  has  since,  with  little 
exception,  been  actively  engaged.  He  has  been 
for  many  years  a resident  of  Beirut,  as  a professor 
m the  Theological  Seminary,  and  is  still  active  in 
the  missionary  service. 

(6)  Rev.  Samuel  Jessup,  D.  D.,  was  born  De- 
cember 21,  1834,  in  Montrose.  Penn.,  and  became 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  there  in 
1849.  tic  entered  Yale  College  with  the  class  of  '60, 
and  left  at  the  end  of  the  Sophomore  year  to  enter 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  the  former  conferring 
upon  him  in  1 St >3  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service,  on  June  22,  1861,  as 
chaplain  of  the  6th  Penn.  Reserves,  and  as  such 
served  until  July  30,  1862.  That  year  he  became 
identified  with  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions  and 


sailed  for  Syria,  engaging  in  the  work  at  Tripoli. 
From  1885  to  1896  he  resided  at  Beirut,  was  in 
charge  of  the  Mission  press  there,  and  is  the  editor 
of  an  Arabic  newspaper.  Since  that  time  he  lias 
resided  at  Sidon,  Syria. 

(7)  Fannie  M.  Jessup  is  unmarried. 

(8)  George  A.  Jessup,  born  February  3,  1838, 
at  Montrose,  died  in  June,  1898,  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  for  many  years  he  had  been  vice-president 
of  the  Scranton  City  Bank. 

(9)  Phoebe  A.  Jessup  married  Judge  Alfred 
Hand,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  She  is  deceased. 

(10)  Lieut.  PIuxtting  C.  Jessup  was  born 
February  18,  1843,  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  died 
December  6,  1897.  He  attended  the  home  academy 
and  also  Cortland  Academy,  at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  the  class  of 
'64.  For  a period  after  his  graduation  he  was  a 
law  student  in  his  father's  office,  but,  prompted  by 
patriotic  impulses,  he  laid  aside  his  work  and  entered 
the  United  States  Colored  Troops.  He  remained  in 
tire  service  until  January,  1866,  when  he  returned 
to  Montrose,  resumed  lus  law  studies,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  at  the  November  term  of  Court, 
1868.  He  became  associated  in  the  practice  of  law 
at  Montrose  with  his  brother,  Hon.  William  H.  Jess- 
up and  continued  with  his  brother  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  profession  from  that  time  until  his  death.  He 
served  for  a time  as  judge  advocate  of  the  State 
militia.  He  was  a well-read  lawyer,  in  all  that  he 
did  was  earnest,  careful  and  thorough,  and  was 
associated  with  other  counsel  in  a number  of  im- 
portant cases  that  came  before  the  Susquehanna 
Ccunty  Court.  His  legal  work  was  largely  con- 
fined to  Orphans  Court  practice  and  office  work. 
He  was  a great  student,  and  probably  no  member 
of  the  Bar  read  more  law  than  he  had.  His  rela- 
tions with  the  Court,  with  his  brother  lawyers,  and 
with  his  clients,  were  always  of  the  most  pleasant 
nature.  In  social  life  Mr.  Jessup  made  a friend  of 
every  one,  and  incurred  the  enmity  of  none.  He 
was  prominent  in  all  good  work,  and  every  move- 
ment for  public  improvement  that  would  benefit 
Montrose  and  its  people  found  in  him  an  enthusias- 
tic advocate.  In  politics  he  was  a loyal  and  un- 
compromising Republican,  who  upheld  the  organi- 
zation of  his  party  because  of  his  undying  faith  in 
its  principles.  He  had  been  chosen  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  was 
burgess  of  Montrose  for  several  terms,  and  as  such 
was  an  honest,  faithful  and  capable  official.  Mr. 
Jessup  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  enthusiastic 
volunteer  fireman  in  Montrose  and  an  efficient  fire- 
fighter. who  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  fear ; he 
had  filled  nearly  all  positions  in  the  village  fire  de- 
partment, serving  many  years  as  chief  engineer. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  Four  Brothers  Post 
No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Montrose,  being  active  in  its 
affairs  all  through  its  existence  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  having  filled  all  the  important  offices  in 
same.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Jessup  gave  his  heart  to  his 
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Master  and  united  with  the  First  Presbyterian  | 
Church,  of  Montrose,  of  which  he  was  ever  after- 
ward a faithful  and  consistent  member ; he  was  a 
leader  and  teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  had 
served  as  its  superinendent. 

On  December  27,  1865,  at  Clarksville,  Tenn., 
while  in  the  United  States  service,  the  then  gallant 
young  Lieut.  Jessup  was  married  to  Miss  Nina 
M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joshua  Cobb,  of  that  place,  and 
the  marriage  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows: 
Huntting  C.,  born  in  January,  1867,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Nina  B. ; Mary  G.,  born  July  3,  1871,  who 
died  April  28,  1880;  Robert  H.,  born  August  29, 
1872;  and  Samuel  M.,  born  August  12,  1879.  The 
mother  of  these  was  born  March  12,  1846,  and  died 
November  12,  1898.  She  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having  united  with  the  1 
Church  in  Montrose  in  1871. 

Hon.  William  Huntting  Jessup,  a distin-  ! 
guished  member  of  the  Scranton  Bar,  though  a 
resident  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  Januarv  29,  1830,  in  the  Jessup  homestead  at 
Montrose,  Penn.  He  attended  Cortland  Academy, 
at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  then  in  charge  of  Dr.  Samuel  B. 
Woolworth,  LL.  D.,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
in  1846,  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of  Yale 
College,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1849,  when  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  Among 
his  classmates  in  college  were  such  men  as  Presi- 
dent Timothy  Dwight,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  formerly  of 
Yale  College;  Judge  Francis  M.  Finch,  of  the  New  j 
York  Court  of  Appeals;  Dr.-F.'W.  Fisk,  D.  D.,  of 
Chicago  Theological  Seminary ; Rev.  Dr.  E.  D. 
Morris,  D.  D.,  of  Lane  Theological  Seminary ; and 
the  late  William  F.  Pool,  LL.  D.,  of  the  Chicago 
Library.  On  completing  his  college  course  young 
Jessup  returned  to  his  home  town,  and  for  one  year 
was  instructor  and  assistant  principal  of  the  Mont- 
rose Academy.  He  studied  law  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  No- 
vember, 1851,  at  the  last  term  of  Court  held  by 
his  father,  the  elder  Judge  Jessup.  Father  and  son 
became  associated  together  in  practice,  and  the  latter 
was  at  once  introduced  to  an  extensive  clientage 
in  all  the  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  beginning 
his  professional  career  with  great  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness, and  soon  becoming  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  lawyers  in  his  section  of  the  State. 
His  practice  was  extended  throughout  the  State  in  1 
the  State  Courts  and  those  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  rapidly  rose  in  the  profession,  becoming  widely 
known  as  a careful,  accurate,  thorough  and  able 
lawyer.  A Whig  by  education,  he  cast  his  lot,  his 
influence,  and  threw  his  verv  soul  into  the  work 
of  organizing  the  new  party  that  was  shaping  itself 
in  the  middle  ’fifties,  and  was  thus  One  of  the  or-  ] 
ganizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  native  town 
in  November,  1854;  and  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent he  has  been  ardent  and  earnest  in  furthering  that 
party's  interest,  hardly  a campaign  having  passed 
that  his  voice  has  not  been  heard  on  the  stump  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  principles.  Long  ago  he  es-  ' 


tablished  the  reputation  of  being  an  eloquent  and 
popular  public  speaker  and  orator.  He  partially 
represented  his  district  in  the  convention  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  second  term ; 
was  a delegate  to  the  convention  which  nominated 
Gen.  Grant  for  the  Presidency  in  18G8 ; and  was 
one  of  the  delegates-at-large  from  Pennsylvania  to 
the  convention  which  named  James  G.  Blaine  in 
1884. 

Father  and  son  were  strong  supporters  of  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  war,  at  the  outbreak  of  which 
the  elder  Jessup  was  called  into  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  The  feeble  health  of  his  father,  and  the 
large  business  responsibilities  resting  on  the  son, 
prevented  the  latter’s  entering  the  field  of  active 
military  operations,  yet  from  start  to  finish  he  was 
active  in  the  support  of  the  government  in  both 
time  and  money.  During  the  invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  Confederate  army  in  1862  and  1863 
he  was  active  as  major  of  the  28th  Regiment  Volun- 
teer Militia.  In  1863  our  subject  was  appointed, 
by  President  Lincoln,  assessor  of  Internal  Revenue 
for  the  Twelfth  Collection  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  included  the  counties  of  Luzerne  and  Sus- 
quehanna. During  the  three  years  that  he  held  the 
office  there  was  collected  from  the  two  counties  more 
than  one  million  dollars  annually.  On  May  11,  1S71, 
Major  Jessup  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Geary  as 
major-general  of  the  Tenth  Division  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  From  August,  1877,  to 
January,  1879,  he  "as  President  Judge  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Judicial  District,  filling  the  office  by  ap- 
pointment, a vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Judge 
Streeter.  As  a Judge,  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
ready  comprehension  of  the  different  points  in  a 
case,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  daw  re- 
lating to  the  same,  but  not  more  so  than  for  the 
strict  and  unswerving  impartiality  of  his  decisions. 
The  following  notice,  taken  from  the  Bradford  Re- 
porter at  the  close  of  Judge  Jessup's  tenn  on  the 
Bench,  shows  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  as  a 
Judge : 

"The  entire  Bar  of  this  county  unite  in  pro- 
nouncing Judge  Jessup  one  of  the  best  judges  who 
has  ever  occupied  the  Bench  in  this  place.  His 
manner  of  dispatching  business  is  not  only  dignified 
and  courteous,  but  is  attended  with  unusual  rapidity ; 
while  his  decisions  are  able  and  given  in  language 
which  carries  conviction  that  lie  has  given  the  ques- 
tion careful  study  and  has  arrived  at  logical  con- 
clusions.” 

Judge  Jessup  retired  from  the  Bench  to  a full 
and  lucrative  practice  at  the  Bar.  which  he  still 
continues.  In  January,  1885,  he  established  an  office 
in  Scranton,  in  partnership  with  the  late  Isaac  J. 
Post,  which  partnership,  however,  was  of  short 
duration,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Post  in  July 
of  that  year.  Previously  and  subsequently  he  was 
associated  in  the  practice  at  Montrose  with  his 
brother,  the  late  Huntting  C.  Jessup,  who  maintained 
an  office  in  that  village.  Since  the  death  of  Mr. 
Post  the  Judge  has  had  associated  with  him  in  the 
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office  at  Scranton  his  son,  William  H.  Jessup,  Jr., 
who  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1S84,  and 
became  a full-fledged  lawyer  in  1886.  The  Judge 
also  associated  with  him  at  that  time  his  nephew, 
Horace  E.  Hand.  The  varied  business  of  the  great 
corporations  of  Scranton  engrosses  the  greater  part 
of  Judge  Jessup's  time  and  legal  ability.  In  the 
passing  years,  however,  he  has  found  time  and  taken 
pleasure  in  giving  attention  to  the  various  duties  of 
citizenship.  He  has  given  much  time  to  agriculture, 
and  for  many  years  was  president  and  an  active 
promoter  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural 
Society — one  of  the  oldest  organizations  of  its  kind 
in  the  State.  He  has  been  active  in  the  introduction 
of  valuable  livestock  and  all  labor-saving  machinery 
and  methods  in  farming.  Judge  Jessup  has  been 
connected  with  all  benevolent  and  educational  move- 
ments in  his  community,  and  is  especially  active  in 
the  temperance  cause.  A writer  in  the  home  press 
once  spoke  of  the  Judge  in  the  following  manner: 

“The  eminent  ability  and  extended  practice  of 
Gen.  Jessup  throughout  the  State  render  him 
one  of  the  best  qualified  lawyers  for  the  honorable 
position  he  now  holds.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education  and  the  thorough  endorsement  of  our 
common-school  system  is  known  to  all,  and  long 
before  the  Murphy  movement  was  started  his  po- 
sition in  the  cause  of  temperance  in  our  county  was 
well  established  as  that  of  ' one  of  its  ablest  champ- 
ions. He  is  fond  of  agriculture,  and  held  the  presi- 
dency of  our  County  Agricultural  Society  for  some 
years,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  fanning 
interests  of  our  county.  He  lends  his  aid  and  in- 
fluence to  every  good  cause.” 

As  a man,  Judge  Jessup’s  character  is  spotless. 
At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  he  connected  himself 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Montrose,  was  for 
thirty-six  years  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  for  the  last  thirty  vears  has  been  one  of 
the  ruling  elders.  Personally  he  is  tall,  of  command- 
ing presence,  and  has  a fine,  clear  and  melodious 
voice,  which  attracts  and  holds  the  attention  of  his 
auditors.  He  is  always  courteous  in  his  address,  and 
seeks  to  win  by  the  soundness  of  his  legal  proposi- 
tions and  the  justice  of  his  case,  without  descend- 
ing to  the  use  of  any  forensic  tricks  to  arouse  passion 
or  inflame  prejudice.  His  integritv  has  brought 
to  him  the  care  ami  management  of  large  estates, 
which  have  been  administered  with  fidelity.  He  is 
referred  to  in  the  history  of  Susquehanna  county 
as  a “man  of  restless  energy  and  force  ; one  of  those 
nervous  organizations  whose  mind  can  never  re- 
main idle. 

"In  manner  brusque  and  business-like,  he  im- 
presses as  one  who  has  no  time  to  waste  on  the  com- 
mon foibles  of  life.  He  is  a good  corporation  lawyer 
and  special  pleader.  He  prepares  his  cases  with  care, 
using  great  diligence  in  legal  research.  During  the 
trial  of  a cause  he  is  alert  and  ready  with  objections 
to  his  opponents'  questions,  still  he  is  straightforward 
in  presenting  a case,  trying  it  upon  its  merits,  with- 


out recourse  to  politic  allusions  to  matters  outside 
of  the  main  issue  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  the 
jury.  He  does  not  become  all  things  to  all  men  in 
order  to  win  the  jury,  but  relies  wholly  upon  the 
soundness  of  his  legal  positions,  fortified  by  an 
extensive  array  of  precedents  and  the  justness  of 
his  cause,  which  he  presents  with  frankness  and 
candor.  These  qualities  of  Judge  Jessup  impell  his 
cotemporaries  to  admit  that  he  is  one  of  the  fairest 
men  at  the  Bar  to  try  a case  against,  as  there  is 
no  danger  of  any  side  issue  that  does  not  pertain  to 
the  case  or  jury-fixing  at  his  hands.” 

On  October  5,  1853,  Judge  Jessup  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  W.,  daughter  of  Nelson  Jay, 
of  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
children  as  follows:  Lillian,  Mrs.  Albert  Leisen- 
ring;  William  H. ; Mary  C.,  who  died  in  1893; 
George  S.,  who  died  in  1897 ; Sarah  Louise ; and 
Annie,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Woodin. 

CLARENCE  E.  TITSWORTH,  a prominent 
young  business  man  of  Susquehanna,  who  represents 
a number  of  the  leading  fire  and  life  insurance  com- 
panies, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in 
Brooklyn  township,  April  4,  1872,  a son  of  Dewitt 
A.  and  Alice  C.  (Quick)  Titsworth,  who  were  also 
born  in  that  township,  the  former  in  1840,  the  latter 
in  1S49.  There  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  1882,  when  they  moved  to  Montrose,  where 
they  now  reside.  In  early  life  the  father  followed 
farming,  but  for  fifteen  years  prior  to  his  removal  to 
Montrose  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  There 
he  served  as  deputy  prothonotary  for  six  years,  after 
which  he  was  elected  prothonotary  for  two  succeed- 
ing terms  of  three  years  each,  and  in  1891,  forming  a 
partnership  with  D.  R.  Lathrop,  he  embarked  in  the 
fire  and  life  insurance  business,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  with  marked  success.  He  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Montrose,  of  which  he  is  now 
one  of  the  trustees.  They  have  four  children : 
William  A.,  who  married  Bell  Boyd,  and  is  now 
serving  as  county  commissioner  clerk  at  Montrose ; 
Clarence  E. : Leonard  R.,  who  is  clerking  for  his 
father : and  Lillian  N.,  at  home. 

William  and  Catherine  (Elston)  Titsworth.  our 
subject's  paternal  grandparents,  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  from  there 
came  to  Susquehanna  county.  Penn.,  locating  in 
Brooklyn  township,  near  Macks  Corners,  where 
the  former  was  killed  bv  an  accident  in  1840.  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  The  grandmother 
then  lived  with  her  son.  D.  A.  Titsworth.  and  died 
in  Montrose,  in  October,  1804.  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Both  were  buried  in  Brooklyn  cemetery. 
In  religious  belief  they  were  Methodists.  Their 
children  were  Dewitt  A.,  father  of  our  subject : Al- 
ford. a resident  of  Montrose ; and  Emily,  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Johnson  and  Harriet  E.  (Esstile)  Quick,  were 
also  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  earlv  set- 
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tiers  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  grandfather  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years  and  con- 
tinues to  make  her  home  in  that  township.  Both 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Clarence  E.  Titsworth  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Brooklyn,  and  in  1891  took  a business 
course  at  Wood’s  College,  in  Scranton,  Penn.  He 
then  entered  the  fire  insurance  office  of  Lathrop  & 
Titsworth,  and  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  that  firm  he  became  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  department  of  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. Coming  to  Susquehanna,  in  1897,  he  opened 
an  office  of  his  own  and  has  already  succeeded  in 
building  up  a good  fire  and  life  insurance  business. 
On  October  9,  1895,  in  Montrose,  Mr.  Titsworth 
married  Miss  Harriet  B.  Burns,  a native  of  that 
city  and  a daughter  of  A.  B.  Burns,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Their  only  child, 
Ray  B.,  died  when  seven  days  old.  Politically  Mr. 
Titsworth  is  a stanch  Republican ; socially  is  a 
member  of  Starrucca  Lodge  No.  423,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Susquehanna,  and  Atlantic  Lodge  No.  452, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Susquehanna,  and  religiously 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JOHN  W.  CLAPJJER,  a prosperous  agri- 
culturist and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Thompson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1831,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (AIcFall)  .Clapper,  both  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  the  former  born  in  1793,  the  latter  1 
in  1799.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Clapper,  j 
was  a native  of  Holland.  From  Massachusetts  the  j 
father  removed  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
first  wife,  Nancy  Greene,  died,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Nathan  Crandell,  of 
Otsego  county.  By  his  second  wife,  Mary  McFall, 
he  had  the  following  children.  ( 1 ) Samuel  was  born 
in  Otsego  county,  but  after  reaching  manhood  made 
his  home  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
(2)  Joseph  wedded  Mary  Stockwell,  of  Otsego 
county,  and  later  located  in  Susquehanna,  where  lie 
died  leaving  a wife  and  five  children:  Jennet,  wife 
of  John  Martin,  of  Thompson;  John,  Samuel  and 
Edwin,  all  of  Susquehanna;  and  Matilda,  wife  of 
Joel  Lee,  of  Susquehanna.  (3)  Catherine  married 
the  late  Lucius  Curtis,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  they  had  two  children  : 
Edwin,  a resident  of  Herrick;  and  Carrie,  deceased 
wife  of  William  Prentice,  bv  whom  she  had  one 
daughter — June.  (4)  Cooley  married  Clarissa  Tru- 
ax,  of  New  York,  and  located  near  Binghamton, 
where  she  died  leaving  five  children:  George;  Hi- 
ram; Christopher;  Stanford;  and"  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Boyce,  of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  After 
the  death  of  the  mother  Cooley  Clapper  again  mar- 
ried, but  of  this  union  there  is  no  record.  (5)  Ma- 
rinda  married  Andrew  Stockwell,  of  Otsego  county,  1 
and  removed  to  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  ' 


where  she  died.  Her  children  were:  George;  Will- 
iam, who  died  young;  Andrew,  a -resident  of  Car- 
bondale,  Penn. ; Lucius,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Nan- 
cy, wife  of  Edwin  Prentice,  of  Susquehanna ; John, 
of  Thompson;  and  Edwin,  who  enlisted  in  the  Span- 
ish war  and  is  now  with  our  soldiers  at  Manila. 
(6)  Nancy  married  Jerome  White,  of  Otsego  comi- 
ty, where  he  died  leaving  two  children,  Jennie,  and 
Addie.  Nancy  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Wheat, 
of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  (7J  John  W.  completes 
the  family. 

John  W.  Clapper  secured  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Otsego  county.  After  reaching 
man's  estate  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county.  Penn., 
where  for  three  or  four  years  he  followed  lumbering. 
In  1853  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Aldrich,  of  Thompson,  a daughter  of  Aaron,  and 
Mary  (Harkness)  Aldrich,  representatives  of  old 
New  Hampshire  families.  Mrs.  Clapper  was  born 
in  Cheshire,  N.  FI.,  in  1833,  and  when  a child  came 
to  Thompson  with  her  parents,  who  died  here.  After 
his  marriage  our  subject  purchased  a tract  of  wild 
land  in  Thompson  township  and  at  once  turned  his 
attention  to  clearing  and  improving  the  land.  His 
first  home  was  a small  frame  house,  which  in  1884 
was  replaced  by  a more  commodious  and  modern 
residence.  He  has  also  built  three  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  and  made  many  other  improvements 
upon  the  place,  which  is  now  numbered  among  the 
best  farms  of  the  locality,  150  acres  being  under 
excellent  cultivation. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Clapper  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Alvina,  born 
on  the  home  farm  in  Thompson  township,  in  1S54. 
is  now  the  wife  of  George  Curtis,  a farmer  of 
Herrick  township,  and  to  them  were  born  seven 
children:  Edith,  wife  of  Albert  AI.  Churchill,  of 
Elk  county,  Penn. ; Charles,  who  died  when  a young 
man ; Harry,  who  graduated  at  Pleasant  Mount 
Academy  in  1896;  Bessie;  John,  who  died  young: 
Alyrtle ; and  Ray.  (2)  Emma,  born  in  Jackson,  in 
1853,  is  the  wife  of  Hezekiah  Robins,  a blacksmith, 
of  Harford,  and  has  had  eight  children:  Alaud  S., 
who  was  born  in  1879  and  graduated  from  the  Har- 
ford sehoolsin  1896 ; Florence  ; Jessie  ;Carl : Howard: 
Jacob  and  John,  twins,  who  died  young;  and  Beat- 
rice. (3)  Charles,  born  in  Thompson,  in  1857.  was 
educated  at  Pleasant  Alount  Academy,  and  married 
Alertie  Tingley,  of  Harford,  and  now  resides  on  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead.  He  has  two  children — 
Ruth  and  Rex.  (4)  Eudora,  born  in  i860,  is  the  wife 
of  Harney  Brown,  a farmer  of  Thompson.  (5) 
Julia  A.,  born  in  August.  1863,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Thompson  and  Harford,  and  was  one  of 
the  successful  teachers  of  Susquehanna  county  for 
several  terms.  She  married  Lewis  Banks,  of  Lanes- 
boro,  who  is  now  employed  in  the  shops  at  Sus- 
quehanna, and  they  have  one  daughter — Lena.  <f>) 
Alice,  born  in  October,  1S67.  was  educated  in  the 
Harford  schools  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Verna 
Slocum,  a farmer  of  Jackson,  by  whom  she  has  one 
child — Celia.  (,7)  Lena,  born  in  1S69,  obtained  a 
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good  education  in  the  Harford  schools,  was  a suc- 
cessful teacher,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Myron  Avery, 
of  Ararat.  Their  children  are  Ivaden,  Uria  and 
Harold.  (8)  Adelaide,  born  in  March,  1873,  was 
educated  in  the  home  and  graded  schools  of  Harford, 
and  is  with  her  parents  upon  the  home  farm. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Clapper  enlisted  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  \ . I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  20th  Corps,  Western  Di- 
vision, under  Gen.  Sherman,  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  hostilities  ceased.  Since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  one  of 
its  stanch  supporters,  and  he  has  tilled  the  office  of 
school  director  in  his  district.  He  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Thompson,  and  give  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. Fraternally  they  belong  to  the  Grange,  and  he 
is  also  a member  of  Grand  Army  Post  Xo.  505,  of 
Thompson.  He  began  married  life  on  a very  modest 
income,  but  being  industrious,  honest,  persevering 
and  economical,  as  well  as  a careful  manager,  he 
has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a tine  property,  be- 
sides giving  his  children  good  educational  advan- 
tages. As  a citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  he  is  true 
to  every  duty,  and  justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held. 

FREDERICK  J.  OSGOOD.  The  life  of  this 
prominent  citizen  of  Susquehanna  county  attests 
in  various  ways  the  wide  influence  which  he  has 
exerted  in  the  social  and  business  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  .Early  in  life  he  mani- 
fested a strong  inclination  ,:for  mercantile  affairs, 
and  with  this  inclination  went  eminent  ability  which 
insured  for  him  an  abundant  success. 

Mr.  Osgood  is  a descendant  of  Willian  Osgood 
of  Salisbury,  Essex  county.  Mass.,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1638.  He  was  a 
millwright  and  carpenter,  and  with  his  associates, 
in  prospecting  the  valley  of  the  Merrimac  for  a place 
to  locate,  heard  the  sound  of  water-falls  in  a dis- 
tance, and  following  the  direction  of  the  sound,  came 
to  the  falls  on  the  Powow  river,  not  far  from  its 
junction  with  the  Merrimac.  The  place  being  fav- 
orable for  mill  sites,  he  located  there  and  built  and 
owned  the  first  mills  in  Salisbury,  which  long  re- 
tained the  name  of  Osgood’s  Mills.  These  mills 
were  built  where  now  stand  the  Salisburv  factories. 
He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Salisbury.  1640.  I 
and  had  a grant  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  Powow, 
extending  back  half  a mile,  from  its  junction  with 
the  Merrimac,  and  embracing  a large  portion  of 
the  land  on  which  stands  the  settlement  of  Salisbury 
and  Antesbury  Mills. 

Frederick  J.  Osgood  was  born  at  Colesville, 
Broome  Co.,  X.  Y.,  January  6,  ^863,  the  sou  of 
William  and  Laura  Lucrctia  (Prentice)  Osgood. 
The  father  was  born  in  Epping,  X.  H..  "May  25, 
1817.  In  1849  he  became  one  of  the  argonauts  who 
sailed  for  California  in  search  of  gold.  During  the  , 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  followed  farming,  and 
lived  retired  upon  the  competence  which  his  busi-  1 


ness  ability  had  accumulated  for  him.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married,  on  May  23,  1843,  Carolina  L.  A.  B. 
Hyde,  of  Brooklyn,  X.  \ .,  by  whom  he  had  mree 
children.  (1)  Charles  True,  born  February  xO, 
1846,  enlisted  October  1,  1861,  though  but  rifteen 
years  of  age  in  Company  E,  90th  X.  Y.  S.  Yols.,  and 
was  discharged  December  28,  1862,  on  surgeon's 
certificate  ot  disability.  On  May  t,  1863,  ne  re- 
enlisted in  the  recruiting  service,  and  was  mustered 
into  Battery  D,  nth  X.  Y.  H.  Art'y.  June  12,  1863, 
which  was  consolidated  to  Company  _\i,  4th  X . 1 . 
H.  Art'y,  and  was  mustered  out  October  5,  1865. 
He  was  promoted  successively  to  corporal,  sergeant 
and  first  sergeant.  At  present  he  is  a mechanic  in 
YV  indsor,  X.  Y.,  and  his  son  William  D.  Osgood 
is  editor  of  the  Windsor  Standard.  (2)  William 
Bross,  born  December  23,  1847,  at  Brooklyn,  X.  Y., 
enlisted,  in  1863,  when  less  than  fifteen  years  of  age, 
in  Company  D,  109th  X.  Y.  Y.  I.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Cold  Harbor,  Ya.,  on  June  2,  1864.  and 
confined  in  Libby  prison  and  Castle  Thunder,  Rich- 
mond, Ya.,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  Florence,  S.  C., 
until  paroled  on  December  6,  1864.  In  1865  he 
was  transferred  from  the  109th  to  the  51st  X.  Y. 
Y".  I.,  known  as  the  “Shepard  Rifles,”  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  the  expiration  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  in  1S77  he  received  the  Elliott  F.  Shep- 
ard Medal  of  Honor.  In  1896  he  was  appointed  aide- 
de-camp  to  the  commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  Fie  is  an  expert  penman,  and  the  in- 
ventor of  “Osgood’s  Fountain  Brush.”  On  August 
4,  1869,  William  B.  Osgood  was  married  to  Mary 
J.  Hickey,  of  Brooklyn,  X*.  Y.,  where  they  now  re- 
side. They  have  three  children  living— Caroline 
Bross,' Charles  Franklin,  and  Frederick  William. 
(3)  Franklin  Howard,  born  March  18,  1854,  is  a 
mechanic  residing  in  Center  Yiilage.  where  he  con- 
ducts a wagon  shop.  He  was  married  in  1S82  to 
Clara  Markman,  and  they  have  one  child — Howard 
W.  For  his  second  wife  William  Osgood  married, 
on  January  23,  1857,  Laura  Lucretia  Prentice,  of 
Sanford,  X*.  Y.,  and  by  this  union  he  became  the 
father  of  seven  children:  Albert,  born  in  Februarv, 
1858,  died  February  1,  1876:  Myron,  born  Septem- 
ber 17,  1859,  is  a farmer  residing  near  Seymour, 
Webster  county,  Mo. ; George  Eric,  born  August 
6.  1861,  is  a farmer  near  Center  Yiilage,  X.  Y. ; 
Frederick  J..  mentioned  below;  Edward  Warren 
and  Sunnie,  born  May  11,  1865.  the  latter  of  whom 
died  April  12,  1875,  and  Emma,  born  June  27,  1867, 
died  April  15,  1875.  The  father  died  May  18, 
1890,  at  Center  Y iilage,  X.  Y.  The  mother,  Laura 
L.  (Prentice)  Osgood,  was  born  April  4.  1833.  and 
died  February  26,  1895.  She  was  one  of  the  large 
family  of  children  born  to  John  Prentice,  a miller 
of  Sanford,  X.  Y.,  noted  for  his  probity  of  character. 

Frederick  J.  Osgood  was  reared  as  a farmer’s 
boy,  attending  school  during  the  winter  terms,  at 
the  close  of  which  he  would  often  be  ahead  of  his 
classmates  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  summer 
terms,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  had  a fair  edu- 
cation for  a country  boy.  Farm  life  was  distasteful 
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to  him,  at  that  age  he  began  his  mercantile  career 
by  peddling  through  the  country  afoot.  He  con- 
tinued successfully  for  two  years  when  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Frank  H.  Osgood, 
and  they  conducted  a general  store  in  Center  Village, 
N.  Y.  A year  later  a tire  completely  destroyed  their 
possessions.  In  the  spring  of  1882  Air.  Osgood  went 
to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  began  working  on  a farm. 
During  the  winter  of  1882-83  'le  bought  grain  for 
Church  & Co.,  of  Lincoln,  and  soon  alter  met  with 
fresh  misfortune,  in  the  shape  of  typhoid  pneumonia. 
After  his  recovery  he  again  worked  on  the  farm 
for  a time,  but  in  the  winter  of  1884  returned  to 
New  York,  where  he  re-engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business.  In  1890  he  removed  to  Forest  City,  where 
he  established  a milk  business,  and  in  1S94  he  erected 
a business  block,  48x40,  containing  three  stores, 
two  of  which  he  rented  and  the  third  he  occupied. 
In  the  spring  of  1900  he  sold  out  his  milk  business. 
He  has  also  engaged  successfully  in  the  real  estate 
business  and  now  owns  several  valuable  business 
lots.  Mr.  Osgood  has  taken  active  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  his  adopted  city,  and  in  1895  he  was 
one  of  the  ten  citizens  who  built  the  car  works,  then 
known  as  the  F'orest  City  Car  & Manufacturing 
Company — the  plant  having  -since  been  converted 
into  a silk  mill.  Since  his  retirement  from  busi- 
ness he  has  organized  the  North  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania Telephone  Co.,  wifcli  headquarters  at  Forest 
City,  a mutual  line  organized  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders  at  cost.  Jt  is  the  intention  of  the  pro- 
moters to  have  their  lines  run  through  the  entire 
country  districts,  connecting -with  the  lines  in  New 
York  State.  Mr.  Osgood  was  elected  secretary,  and 
is  now  actively  pushing  the  scheme  with  abundant 
success. 

On  August  25,  1886,  Air.  Osgood  was  married 
at  Sanford,  Broome  county,  N.  V.,  to  Aliss  Julia 
E.  Ahrens,  who  was  born  at  Sanford,  August  20. 
1865,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Lynch) 
Ahrens,  and  the  youngest  member  of  a family  of 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  survive,  namely : 
Alary,  now  Airs.  A.  L.  Fuller,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  Y. ; 
Catherine,  now  Airs.  E.  L.  Conrow,  of  Deposit.  N. 
Y. ; John,  who  occupied  the  old  homestead  at  San- 
ford ; and  Airs.  Osgood.  Another  brother,  Nicholas, 
has  not  been  heard  from  in  thirteen  years.  John 
Ahrens  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  established 
himself  in  the  grocery  business  in  New  York,  and  in 
i860  married  Catherine  Lynch,  a native  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  when  a young  girl.  Later  he 
removed  to  a farm  which  he  had  purchased  at  De- 
posit, N.  Y.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
lie  married  Hannah  Palmer.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  a .member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

To  Air.  and  Airs.  Osgood  came  one  child, 
Blanche  C.,  born  June  5,  1887,  and  died  October 
8.  the  same  year.  Air.  Osgood  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  and  was  secretary 


of  the  lodges,  comprising  the  Susquehanna  county 
district.  He  is  one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  all  the  leading  questions  of  the  day,  is  a great 
reader  and  student  and  is  recognized  as  an  authority 
on  many  subjects.  He  is  a fluent  and  ready  speak- 
er. While  in  the  West  he  organized  a debating 
school,  and  during  the  AIcKinley  campaign  of  1890 
he  delivered  a number  of  addresses  in  favor  of 
that  candidate  for  the  presidency.  In  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  but  is  not  an  office  seeker.  He 
is  one  of  those  live  business  men,  upon  whom  de- 
pend the  advancement  of  any  community.  Every 
town  thrives  or  not  in  proportion  as  it  may  claim 
the  residence  of  men  like  Air.  Osgood. 

JOSEPH  WARREN  TIFFANY,  an  honored 
citizen  of  Brooklyn  township,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired from  active  business  life,  has  always  made  his 
home  in  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Dimock  township,  February  19,  1827, 
and  he  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  its  old 
and  highly  respected  families,  his  parents  having 
been  Preston  and  Eliza  AI.  (Alack)  Tiffany,  natives 
of  Harford  and  Brooklyn  townships,  respectively. 
Both  died  in  Dimock  township,  the  father,  October 
23,  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  five  months 
and  twenty-four  days,  the  mother,  September  30, 
1829,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  four  months 
and  twenty-four  days,,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Brooklyn  cemetery.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  father 
was  a Republican  in  politics.  He  held  township 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  as  a life  work.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Abial  Truesdell, 
but  had  no  children  by  that  union.  The  children 
of  the  first  marriage  were  as  follows:  Lydia  E., 
born  Alay  1,  1820,  married  Amos  Hollister,  and  died 
in  1889;  Elisha  T.,  born  September  25,  1821,  mar- 
ried Julia  Hemstcad,  and  died  January  28,  1897; 
Alilla  L.,  born  Alav  16,  1823,  married  William  Aus- 
tin; Preston  H.,  born  July  9,  1825,  married  Sarah 
Quick,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklvn 
township ; Joseph  W.  is  the  next  in  the  order  of 
birth:  and  Orville  N..  born  August  30,  1828.  died 
in  1887.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Thomas  and  Alilletiah  (Tingley)  Tiffany. 

Joseph  W.  Tiffany  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  the  home  farm,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  a 
large  farm  in  Dimock  township,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  1863,  and  then  traded  it  for 
his  present  farm  of  120  acres  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship. A creek  running  through  the  place  supplies 
it  with  abundant  water,  and  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  he  has  devoted  his  energies  for  manv 
years,  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  its  size  in  the  locality. 

On  February  21,  1849.  in  Brooklyn  township, 
A[r.  Tiffany  was  married  to  Aliss  Esther  Al.  Salford, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  July  26,  1830,  a 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1329 


daughter  of  Elisha  and  Olive  (Tracy)  Saftord. 
The  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  December 
18,  1781,  the  mother  in  Lisbon,  Conn.,  July  4,  1786, 
and  they  were  married  in  the  latter  State  in  1808. 
In  1 8 1 1 they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Brooklyn  township, 
where  the  father  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  drafted  during  the 
war  of  1812.  His  death  occurred  July  16,  1862, 
and  his  wife  departed  this  life  December  22,  1859, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Brooklyn  cemetery. 
They  attended  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
estimable  people.  Their  children  were  Felix  T., 
born  November  10,  1808,  married  Elizabeth  Reece 
and  died  January  6,  1862:  Vera  A.,  born  November 
1,  1810,  died  July  24,  1867;  Levi  X.,  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1812,  married  Maria  Munn,  who  died 
March  28.  1900:  Susan,  born  January  22,  1815, 
married  Benjamin  Van  Auken,  and  died  April  2, 
1896;  John  D.,  born  September  14,  1817,  and  died 
October  11,  1852,  became  a Methodist  minister, 
and  married  Araminta  Blackman  ; Laban  T.,  born 
February  9,  1820,  married  Hester  Bunnell,  and 
died  June  7,  1855;  Jedediah,  born  June  14,  1822, 
married  Jane  Rockwell,  and  died  June  12,  1897  (he 
served  two  years  as  a soldier- during  the  Civil  war, 
received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned  to  his 
farm  in  Lathrop,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  pjChis  life)  : La  Fayette,  a 
resident  of  Meshoppen,  born  April  12,  1825,  mar- 
ried (first)  Samantha  Russell,  (second)  Adeline 
Bunnell  and  (third)  Eliza  Blakeslee ; Martha,  born 
December  1,  1827,  died  July:  22,  1859;  and  Esther 
M.,  Mrs.  Tiffany.  All  are  now  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  La  Fayette  and  Mrs.  Tiffany.  Tier 
paternal  grandparents,  Silas  and  Sylvania  (Hall) 
Safford,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  from 
that  State  removed  to  Connecticut,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  as  farming  peo- 
ple. Her  maternal  grandparents,  Jeremiah  and  | 
Martha  (Lazelle)  Tracy,  were  natives  of  Connecti-  j 
cut,  and  in  1813  located  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  j 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  through-  | 
out  life,  the  former  being  engaged  in  agricultural  j 
pursuits. 

The  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Tiffany  j 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Owen  L.,  born  Alarch  20, 

1850,  is  a farmer  of  Dimock  township.  He  mar- 
ried Jennie  Goodwin,  and  has  three  children — Earl, 
who  resides  at  Franklin  Forks,  where  he  conducts 
a prospering  shingle  mill,  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shop  (he  was  married  October  iS,  1896,  to  Bessie 
Snow,  and  has  two  children,  Vera  E.  and  Clyde), 
Carroll  and  Elbert.  (2)  Warren,  born  December  28, 
1854,  died  April  2,  1882.  (3)  Eva  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1857,  died  September  44,  1891.  (4) 

Elbert,  born  January  26,  1862,  died  Alarch  15,  1862. 
(5)  Ida  AT,  born  September  17,  1863,  married 
George  W.  Tiffany  on  A [ay  23,  1886,  and  has  one 
child,  George  Elwood,  born  July  2,  1895.  Air. 
Tiffany  was  educated  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1879,  sub- 


sequently  entering  Ada  College,  at  Lima,  Ohio, 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  1882.  For  fourteen 
terms  he  taught  school,  but  after  his  marriage  he 
purchased  a farm  in  Harford,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  1891,  when  he  was  appointed  postal  clerk  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  running  from  New  York 
to  Pittsburg.  He  then  removed  to  Harrisburg, 
where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
was  caused  by  the  cars  at  Kingsley  Crossing,  Au- 
gust 31,  1895,  while  home  on  a vacation.  (6) 
Olive  AL,  born  October  27,  1871,  married  Edwin 
AI.  Loomis,  a hardware  merchant  of  Foster,  Penn. 
Air.  Tiffany  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  oarty,  and  filled  the  office 
of  supervisor  while  a resident  of  Dimock  township. 
He  attends  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
a member  of  the  Grange.  Widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  his  Avarmest  friends 
are  those  who  know  him  best. 

SAMUEL  WASHBURN,  an  honored  and 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Thompson  township,  is 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, in  August,  1823,  and  is  a representative  of  one 
of  its  prominent  pioneer  families.  His  parents. 
Waller  and  Jemima(Goodrich)Washburn,  were  both 
natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  born  in  1777,  the 
latter  in  July,  1784,  and  they  were  married  in  that 
State  April  4,  1802.  Soon  afterward  they  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their  resN 
| dence  in  Gibson  township,  where  in  the  midst  of  an 
unbroken  forest  the  father  erected  a small  log  house 
| and  later  cleared  and  improved  a large  farm.  There 
hoth.he  and  his  wife  soent  their  remaining  days, 
j the  former  dying  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  the  latter  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  seventy."  She 
was  a worthy  Christian  woman  and  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  his  political  views  the  father 
was  a Democrat,  and  for  many  years  held  local 
office  in  Gibson  township.  They  had  a family  of 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity with  the  exceotion  of  Alary.  In  order  of 
birth  they  were  as  follows:  (1)  Lyman,  born  in 

Gibson  township,  in  December.  1802,  married  Re- 
dexa  Sparks,  of  that  township,  where  they  made 
their  home  throughout  life.  They  had  two  daugh- 
ters:  Almeda,  wife  of  Thomas  Bowell.  of  Laties- 
boro,  Penn.  : and  Eunice,  wife  of  Edwin  Warner, 
of  Ararat.  (2)  Ruth,  born  in  August,  1804.  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Doughty,  of  Jackson  ,and  died  leav- 
ing children  who  live  in  the  West.  (3)  Lucv, 
born  in  July,  1806,  married  Enoch  Tarbox,  and 
after  living  in  Gibson  for  a time  removed  to  Her- 
rick, where  she  died  leaving  a large  family.  (4) 
Dexter,  born  in  November,  1808,  married  Abigail 
Doughty  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died  leaving  a fam- 
ily who  now  reside  in  Bridgewater  and  Scranton, 
Penn.  (5)  Alary.  (6)  Julius,  born  in  February, 
1812,  married  Sallie  Hall,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in 
Gibson  township,  where  they  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: Loenza,  now  the  wife  of  a Air.  Simpson,  of 
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Susquehanna;  and  Polly,  deceased  wife  of  Orville 
Tarbox.  (7)  Elmyra,  born  in  April,  1814,  married 
William  Blaisdell,  of  Jackson,  and  died  leaving  no 
family.  (8)  Theron  W.,  born  in  January,  1817, 
married  Esther  Roberts,  of  Jackson,  and  died  in 
Gibson,  leaving  three  children : Martha,  wife  of 
David  Sternberg,  of  Jackson;  and  Leroy  and  Lucy, 
both  residents  of  Gibson.  (9)  Seymour,  born  in 
April,  1819,  died  when  a young  man.  (10)  Frank- 
lin, born  in  June,  1821,  married  Lucy  Ross,  of  Beth- 
any, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Gibson,  where 
she  died.  Later  he  married  Sallie  Hall  Washburn, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Isola,  now  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Potter,  of  Thompson.  (11)  Samuel,  of 
this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (12) 
Lucretia  G.,  born  in  August,  1826,  married  Riley 
Blaisdell,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in  Xew  Milford, 
Penn.,  where  both  died  leaving  no  family. 

Samuel  Washburn  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
in  Gibson  township,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood.  On  April 
29,  1847,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A.  Felter,  of 
Herrick  township,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  in  February,  1827,  but  when  a small  child 
was  brought  to  Herrick  townsnip,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  by  her  parents,  Henry  and  Maria  (Hopper) 
Felter,  who  died  there.  Both  were  natives  of  New 
York  City.  Of  their  eleven  children  onlv  two  are 
now  living:  Mrs.  Washburn,  and  Henry  Felter 
who  still  lives  at  the  old  home  in  Herrick  township 
and  has  three  children — Francis,  Ferona  and  Fred- 
erick— all  married. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Washburn  were  born  four 
children,  namely : ( 1 ) Clarence  D.  was  born  in  Gib- 
son township,  in  August,  1848,  and  his  early  educa- 
tion, acquired  there,  was  supplemented  by  a course 
in  the  higher  graded  schools  of  Scranton,  Penn.  He 
married  Ethelinda  J.  Potter  and  located  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  she  died  leaving  seven  children : 
Blanch  W.,  the  wife  of  Ray  Larrabee,  of  Susque- 
hanna ; Monroe,  a resident  of  Thompson ; Osmond, 
of  Lanesboro ; Douglass,  of  Thompson : Earl,  Mary 
and  Berenice,  with  their  father  in  Susquehanna. 
For  his  second  wife  Clarence  D.  Washburn  married 
Cora  Lanxterman,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  whom 
he  has  one  daughter,  Ruth.  He  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  at  Susquehanna, 
Penn,.  (2)  Edson,  born  in  Gibson,  in  May,  1850, 
married  Esther  Felter,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  they 
lived  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  died  in  August, 
1872,  leaving  a wife  and  one  daughter,  Plattie,  who 
died  in  childhood.  (3)  Emma  A.,  born  in  August, 
1852,  married  Joseph  Potter,  of  Thompson,  where 
she  died  in  April,  1887,  leaving  two  sons,  Ernest 
and  Rufus,  now  young  men  of  New  York.  (4) 
Frances,  born  in  April,  1857,  in  Gibson  township, 
married  John  Clapper,  of  Thompson,  who  is  now 
clerking  in  a general  store  in  Susquehanna.  They 
had  four  children : Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Al- 
bert Batterson,  of  Susquehanna:  Ethel,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years ; Hugh  and  Iva,  at  home. 


After  his  marriage  Mr.  Washburn  located  on 
his  father’s  old  homestead  in  Gibson  township  and 
cared  for  his  parents  during  old  age.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  Dorchester  county,  Md.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a large  farm  and  was  engaged  in  raising 
sugar  corn  and  cotton  for  three  years,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  period  he  sold  out  and  returned  to 
Gibson.  A year  later  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Thompson  township,  near  Comforts  Pond, 
on  the  Harmony  township  line,  it  being  known  as 
the  A.  A.  Toby  farm.  Upon  this  place  he  has  made 
many  improvements,  including  the  erection  of  a 
barn,  and  in  his  farming  operations  he  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success.  He  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party  since  casting 
his  first  vote,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  six  years  and  held  positions  on  the 
election  board.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife 
are  Baptists  and  take  an  active  part  in  Church 
work.  For  over  a half  century  they  have  traveled 
lifes’  journey  together  as  man  and  wife,  and  can 
look  back  over  the  past  with  no  regrets  as  it  has 
always  been  their  endeavor  to  do  unto  others  as 
they  would  have  others  do  unto  them.  They  are 
therefore  surrounded  by  many  friends  who  esteem 
them  highly  for  their  sterling  worth. 

EDWIN  G.  TAYLOR,  after  a long,  use- 
ful and  well-spent  life,  is  now  living  retired  in 
Susquehanna,  having  through  his  own  well-direct- 
ed and  energetic  efforts  become  the  possessor  of  a 
handsome  property,  which  enables  him  to  lay  aside 
the  arduous  cares  and  responsibilities  of  business  life 
and  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn., 
February  2,  1830,  a son  of  Azel  and  'Catherine 
(Knapp)  Taylor.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
same  place  in-  1776  and  was  the  younger  son  of 
Thomas  Taylor,  one  of  the  early  Puritans  of  New 
England  and  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
who  died  in  Connecticut.  His  other  son  was  Joel, 
who  made  his  home  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  where 
some  of  his  descendants  still  reside.  Azel  grew  to 
manhood  in  Fairfield  county  and  there  learned  the 
trade  of  a comb  maker.  During  the  childhood  of 
our  subject  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
in  1832,  and  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Har- 
ford township,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm,  making  his  home  there  until  his  death  in 
1858.  Politically  he  was  a Henry  Clay  Whig,  and 
religiously  he  and  his  wife  were  prominent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  always 
took  an  active  interest  in  its  work.  She  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  until  1864.  when 
she  went  to  New  York,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  eldest  son,  William  B.  Taylor.  The  father  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Seeley, 
of  Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
Maria,  wife  of  Bradley  Diamond,  of  Connecticut; 
Seeley  and  Orson,  residents  of  Bethel.  Conn. ; and 
David.  The  children  born  of  the  second  union  are 
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as  follows:  (i)  William  B.  was  a composer  and 

publisher  of  instrumental  music  in  Xew  York,  where 
his  death  occurred.  He  married  Annie  E.  South- 
worth,  of  that  city,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
daughters — Adda,  Mary  and  Ella.  (2)  John  K., 
born  in  Connecticut,  was  reared  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  throughout  life  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  chemistry.  He  married  and  lo- 
cated in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  died  leaving 
two  children — Frank  and  Augusta.  (3)  Alonzo, 
born  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  died  when  young. 
(4)  Charles,  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  in  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna count}',  and  as  a life  work  he  followed  the 
molder’s  trade.  He  married  Jane  Southworth,  of 
Xew  York,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead.  (5) 
Horace  E.,  born  in  Connecticut,  was  educated  in 
the  Harford  Academy,  and  moved  to  Oxford,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  soon  after  his  marriage,  leaving  a 
wife  and  daughter,  who  are  still  residents  of  that 
place.  (6)  Edwin  G.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of 
the  family.  (7)  Orin  L.,  born  in  Harford,  in 
1833,  married  Sarah  Steele,  of  Ogdensburg,  X.  Y., 
and  removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  was  a mu- 
sical director  and  publisher  for  a number  of  years. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  raised  a company,  was 
elected  captain  and  was  in  the  service  about  one 
year  during  Lee's  invasion  in  Pennsylvania.  From 
Chicago  he  removed  to  Xew  York,  where  he  died 
leaving  one  daughter,  Bessie,  now  of  Ogdensburg. 
(8)  Joel  W.,  born  in  Harford,  m 1836,  learned 
the  printer’s  trade  when  a young  man  and  worked 
on  the  Binghamton  Republican  for  a number  of 
years,  becoming  part  owner  of  that  paper.  He  is 
now  a resident  of  Xew  York  City,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  stereotype  work  and  in  publishing  music. 

Edwin  G.  Taylor  was  educated  in  the  Harford 
Academy,  and  when  a young  man  learned  the  mold- 
er’s trade,  which  he  followed  in  Scranton,  Penn., 
Binghamton  and  Windsor,  X.  Y.,  and  Susquehanna, 
Penn.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Xliss 
Maria  Carroll,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Ireland, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children. 
( 1 ) Charles  C.,  born  in  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  in 
1856,  received  a good  education  in  the  home  schools 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Binghamton,  where  he  is 
employed -as  bookkeeper  by  a flour  and  feed  firm. 
H,e  married  Lillian  Tucker,  of  Susquehanna,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Robert  W.  and  Elizabeth 
L.  (2)  Frederick  G.,  bom  in  Susquehanna,  in 
1859,  was  a bright,  promising  young  man.  who  re- 
ceived an  academic  education  and  died  in  1876.  (3) 

The  third  child  died  in  infancy.  (4)  William  W., 
born  in  Susquehanna,  in  1871,  attended  the  Susque- 
hanna Academy  and  also  the  State  College  in  Cen- 
tre county,  where  he  took  a coufse  in  mechanical 
engineering.  He  completed  his  education  in  Xew 
York  City,  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company  as  a mechanical  engineer  and  su- 
perintendent of  their  large  power  house  in  Jersey 
City— a very  important  and  responsible  position. 


For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Taylor 
continued  to  work  at  the  molder's  trade  in  Bing- 
hamton, X.  Y.,  and  in  1858  came  to  Susquehanna, 
where  he  purchased  property  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company  and  erected  thereon  a small  house  in  1859. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  at  Binghamton  in 
the  United  States  navy,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
ironclad  ‘‘Dictator,”  then  at  X'ew  York  City.  On 
this  vessel  he  sailed  for  Xorfolk,  Ya.,  and  did  guard 
duty  at  Hampton  Roads  during  the  most  of  his 
service.  While  thus  employed  his  hand  was  caught  in 
the  machinery  and  was  so  badly  lacerated  that  he  was 
unfit  for  service  and  was  sent  to  Brooklyn  Hospital, 
from  which  he  was  discharged  in  May,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  his  wife  and  two  children  in  Susque- 
hanna, he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  of  molder 
there  for  several  years.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer  of  Susquehanna  .county,  and  filled 
that  office  with  honor  and  credit  for  one  term.  In 
1880  he  embarked  in  the  grocerv  business,  which 
he  successfully  carried  on  for  eight  years,  but  since 
then  has  laid  aside  all  business  and  lives  retired, 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest.  In  1875  he  erected  on 
Jackson  street  one  of  the  finest  homes  of  Susque- 
hanna. It  is  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences 
and  comforts,  and  is  furnished  in  a refined  and  lux- 
urious manner.  Besides  this  property  he  owns  a 
farm  on  the  Oakland  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
river,  where  he  spends  the  summer  months.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  at- 
tends the  Presbyterian  Church,  although  he  is  not 
a member  of  any  religious  denomination.  Socially 
he  is  an  honored  member  of  Moody  Post  X'o.  S3> 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Susquehanna,  and  Susquehanna  Lodge 
X'o.  452,  K.  P. 

TYLER  BREWSTER  (deceased).  Respon- 
sibilities came  early  in  life  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  was  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  and 
was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  manfully  assumed  charge  of  the  farm  and  the 
care  of  his  widowed  mother  and  her  younger  chil- 
dren, and  developed  quickly  into  a farmer  of  ster- 
ling worth  and  capability. 

Mr.  Brewster  was  born  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. March  24.  1815.  a son  of  Eldad  and  Hannah 
(Tvler)  Brewster.  His  father,  born  at  River  Head. 
L.  I.,  in  1779,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Bridgewater  township.  Susquehanna  county.  Tames 
Brewster,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was 
i of  English  ancestry,  settled  with  his  wife,  Anna 
i (Foster),  near  River  Head.  L.  I.  He  was  a shoe- 
| maker  by  trade,  moved  to  Bridgewater  township  in 
1802.  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  and  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years  in  Wysox,  Penn.,  surviving 
his  wife  one  year.  Their  children  were  Abigail, 
who  married  David  Yerguson.  of  Wysox,  Penn.. 
I and  reared  a large  family  of  children;  Daniel,  who 
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